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PROFESSIONAL  EDUCATION  AND  REGISTRA- 
TION :  SOME  SUGGESTIONS. 

By  W.  R.  B.  Prideaux,  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
Library,  London. 

YOU  are  all  doubtless  well  aware  that  there  are  at  present 
two  schools  of  annotators — namely,  annotators  proper 
and  evaluators.  I  hope  that  you  will  all  belong  to  the  latter 
at  the  end  of  this  paper.  Both  schools  are  agreed  in  one 
particular,  namely,  that  the  special  qualifications  of  the 
author  should  always  be  stated.  The  only  special  qualifica- 
tion for  dealing  with  the  education  question  that  I  can  put 
forward  is,  that  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  have  attended 
one  or  more  courses  of  lectures  arranged  by  the  Education 
Committee  every  year  since  1899.  I  am,  in  short,  an  expert- 
mentum  in  corpore  vili. 

The  subject  has  thus  occupied  my  attention  in  a  practical 
way  for  some  years,  and  I  venture  to  submit  to  your  judg- 
ments the  results  of  my  cogitation  thereon. 

I  must  begin  by  stating  that  this  paper  is  not  so  fully 
worked  out  as  I  had  wished,  but  I  can  plead  in  extenuation 
that  it  has  been  put  down  for  a  much  earlier  date  in  the 
session  than  I  expected. 
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We  are  all  of  us  agreed — theoretically  at  least — that  one 
of  the  principal  objects  of  this  Association  is  the  professional 
training  of  librarians,  and  the  words  of  our  charter  are  explicit 
on  the  subject :  **  The  purposes  of  the  Corporation  are :  (3) 
To  promote  whatever  may  tend  to  the  improvement  of  the 
position  and  the  qualifications  of  Librarians  *'. 

Charters  are  granted  to  promote  the  organisation  of  a 
given  sphere  of  work,  and  we  should  be  neglecting  our  plain 
duty  if  we  did  not  keep  this  question  of  education  in  the 
forefront.  The  cynic  may  say — in  fact  has  frequently  said — 
that  the  Council  has  done  practically  nothing  so  far  in  this 
direction.  This  is  simply  not  true.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to 
detail  here  what  has  been  accomplished,  but  I  refer  any  one 
interested  to  the  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  Roberts  for  the  St. 
Louis  Conference.  I  may  also  point  out  what  an  enormous 
advantage  it  is  to  have  regular  courses  of  instruction,  especi- 
ally if  delivered  in  connection  with  a  recognised  educational 
body.  To  have  worked  through  even  an  imperfect  scheme 
of  instruction  is  far  more  valuable  than  to  learn  little  bits 
haphazard. 

No  one  who  has  gone  into  the  matter  can  fail  to  recognise 
the  good  work  done  by  the  Council  in  the  face  of  great 
difficulties,  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  still  remains 
a  great  deal  to  do.  The  leaven  is  working  slowly,  for  only 
a  small  fraction  of  library  assistants  have  as  yet  risen  to  the 
opportunities  of  technical  instruction  now  offered  them.  For 
the  future  of  the  profession  it  is  necessary  that  the  numbers 
undergoing  a  proper  course  of  training  should  be  largely 
increased,  in  fact  this  should  be  regarded  as  the  normal 
qualification  for  any  one  seeking  positions  of  responsibility  in 
the  library  world. 

Why  then  have  the  numbers  been  comparatively  so  few 
up  to  now  ?  First  because  we  do  not  really  believe  in  the 
value  of  education — for  the  most  part  we  but  pay  it  lip 
service.  Belief  is  the  ground  of  all  action.  We  act  on  what 
we  believe.  I  simply  ask  in  this  connection  what  proportion 
of  the  members  of  this  Association  press  on  their  subordinates 
the  claims  of  technical  training  ?  If  even  one-half  or  one- 
third  of  the  members  on  our  roll  were  to  draw  the  attention 
of  those  working  under  them  to  the  classes  organised  for 


Professional  Education  and  Registration  :  Some  Suggestions,   3 

their  benefit,  and  were  to  give  a  little  encouragement  to  as- 
pirations towards  fuller  knowledge,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
in  a  short  while  the  numbers  undergoing  systematic  training 
would  be  largely  increased. 

There  are  several  reasons  why  heads  of  libraries  do  not 
press  this  matter  on  their  assistants:  indifference,  mental 
lethargy,  disapproval  of  the  present  scheme,  and  many  others. 
Among  them  in  some  cases  there  will,  I  think,  be  found  on 
introspection  a  slight  twinge  of  jealousy  that  juniors  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  certificates  and  such-like 
adornments  which  were  not  open  to  older  members  of  the 
profession,  and  which,  taken  in  the  wrong  spirit,  might 
interfere  with  the  proper  maintenance  of  discipline  and 
obedience.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  this  feeling  is 
altogether  unjustifiable,  while  it  is  manifestly  absurd  that 
the  very  teachers  of  library  subjects  should  be  without  the 
hall-mark  of  technical  experience  obtainable  by  their  pupils. 

It  will  be  readily  conceded  that  membership  of  this 
Association  is  not  of  itself  a  guarantee  of  ability  to  administer 
a  library.  We  count  among  our  number — and  are  proud  to 
count  among  our  number — many  interested  in  the  library 
question  who  are  willing  and  able  to  help  forward  the  library 
movement,  but  who  lay  no  claim  to  the  qualifications  neces- 
sary for  the  conducting  of  large  institutions.  We  are,  in 
short,  not  an  Association  of  librarians — but  an  Association  ^ 
"  to  unite  all  persons  engaged  or  interested  in  library  work  *'. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  one  of  the  recognised  duties  of 
chartered  institutions  to  indicate  to  the  public  in  a  general 
way  those  who  are  qualified  by  training  or  experience  in 
the  particular  branch  of  knowledge  concerned.  Thus  the 
Institute  of  Chemistry  indicates  those  who  are  qualified  to 
hold  the  position  of  analyst ;  the  Medical  Register  is  a  list 
of  those  who  have  undergone  special  training  to  fit  them  for 
the  practice  of  medicine. 

You  will  doubtless  see  by  this  time  the  suggestion  I  have 
in  my  mind — the  establishment  of  a  professional  register  of 
librarians.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  an  impossible  task.  I 
believe  we  should  have  under  our  present  charter  powers 

^  See  words  of  charter. 
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to  establish  a  **  Register  of  persons  considered  competent  to 
administer  a  library".  Of  course  compulsion  would  be  out 
of  the  question,  but  a  very  good  beginning  could  be  made 
with  optional  registration,  as  in  the  case  of  many  other 
institutions. 

It  is  of  first  importance  that  the  quahfications  for  admis- 
sion to  the  register  should  be  laid  down  clearly  and  definitely, 
and  that  afterwards  they  should  be  adhered  to  firmly  in  every 
case.  Of  course  all  those  who  have  passed  the  three  sections 
of  the  examination  should  be  entitled  to  registration,  provided 
they  have  had  at  least  three  years'  practical  experience  in  a 
library,  but  in  addition  it  will  be  necessary  to  create  the  main 
body  of  registered  librarians.  This  might  consist,  I  think, 
of  the  heads  of  all  libraries  of  over  (say)  20,000  vols.^  who 
have  been  engaged  in  library  work  for  at  least  three  years 
previously.  After  registration  had  been  on  this  footing  for 
a  given  time,  for  example  a  year,  no  one  should  be  admitted 
except  in  the  ordinary  way  of  examination. 

The  diploma  might  be,  not  a  registering,  but  an  honours 
qualification,  obtainable  by  those  who  have  passed  the  three 
sections  of  the  examination,  on  presenting  a  thesis  on  some 
subject  agreed  to  by  the  Education  Committee,  provided  they 
have  already  passed  some  general  examination  such  as  the 
London  Matriculation,  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Senior 
Local,  or  others  of  like  standing.  The  latter  is  an  important 
provision,  for  it  would  not  be  creditable  to  the  Library 
Association  if  its  honoursmen  were  lacking  in  general  educa- 
tion. 

I  venture  to  suggest  that  the  standard  of  the  pass  ex- 
aminations be  not  at  first  placed  impossibly  high.  The 
standard  can  be  raised  later  by  little  and  little — a  process 
which  has  been  going  on  for  example  in  the  medical  profession 
since  1858.  The  training  should  be  as  practical  as  possible, 
so  that  others  outside  the  ranks  of  librarians  might  find  it 
worth  their  while  to  take  one  or  more  of  the  certificates.  For 
example,  classes  might  be  instituted  in  book  indexing,  and 
if  those  who  do  this  for  the  publishers  could  be  induced  to 

^This  suggestion  was  withdrawn  in  the  course  of  debate.  See  supple- 
mentary note. 
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attend,  I  feel  sure  that  a  notable  advance  in  the  practice  of 
this  art  would  result,  much  to  the  benefit  of  librarians  and 
authors  alike. 

The  formation  of  a  register  in  the  way  I  propose  is  not 
by  any  means  without  a  precedent.  I  will  cite  one  analogous 
case,  but  there  are  many  others.  In  1878  the  Dentists  Act 
was  passed,  which  provided  for  the  formation  of  an  official 
register  of  dentists.  In  the  first  instance  the  body  of  re- 
gistered dentists  was  to  consist  of  all  those  who  had  received 
a  licence  in  dental  surgery  from  certain  colleges,  together 
with  all  those  who  were  bond  fide  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
dentistry,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act.  After  that 
date  only  those  licensed  by  the  various  colleges  were  to  be 
admitted.  If  in  such  an  important  matter  as  dentistry  the 
Government  saw  fit  that  the  actual  practice  of  a  profession 
should  in  the  first  instance  be  sufficient  qualification  for 
entrance  to  the  register,  surely  there  can  be  no  impropriety 
in  drawing  up  an  optional  register  of  librarians  on  the  same 
principle. 

Now  let  us  consider  for  a  moment  what  would  happen  if 
a  register  as  outlined  above  were  established.  The  large 
State  and  copyright  libraries  will  almost  certainly  stand  aloof, 
as  they  have  their  own  methods  of  examination  and  entrance, 
but  a  large  percentage  of  municipal  librarians  should  become 
enrolled.  This  being  the  case,  if  they  will  only  pull  together 
for  once,  it  ought  to  be  possible  that  in  a  few  years'  time 
all  important  appointments  in  public  libraries  should  go  to 
registered  librarians.  The  library  authorities  of  universities, 
colleges  and  learned  societies  would  no  doubt  at  first  be 
absolutely  indifferent  on  the  subject,  but  they  would  probably 
in  time  get  to  see  that,  other  things  being  equal,  trained 
and  registered  men  were  better  than  untrained  men,  and 
the  competition  of  the  labour  market  would  soon  tend  to 
make  those  applying  for  such  posts  become  duly  enrolled 
and  qualified. 

With  regard  to  title,  I  fear  that  "  Chartered  Librarian  "  on 
the  model  of  "  Chartered  Accountant "  would  be  inadmissible, 
as  no  special  provision  for  a  register  is  made  in  the  charter ; 
but  no  objection  could  be  taken  to  "  Registered  Librarian," 
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which  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  distinguish  those  on  the 
roll — who  will  not  necessarily  be  members  of  the  Association 
— from  ordinary  members.  Of  course  a  fee  of  greater  or  less 
magnitude  would  have  to  be  paid  for  the  privilege  of  regis- 
tration, and  I  do  not  fancy  that  our  Treasurer  would  have 
any  objection  to  that.  In  passing,  I  may  say  that  the  plan 
of  allowing  candidates  to  enter  for  examinations  and  gain 
certificates  for  nothing  seems  to  me  a  bad  one,  and  not 
calculated  to  raise  them  in  the  estimation  of  the  public.  At 
the  very  least,  written  certificates,  if  required  by  successful 
candidates,  should  be  charged  for,  even  though  bare  notifica- 
tion be  included  in  the  examination  fee.  This  is  done  by 
many  educational  bodies. 

Finally,  the  advantages  of  registration  may  be  thus 
summed  up : — 

(i)  A  homogeneous  body  of  working  librarians  would  be  formed 

who  would  feel  that  they  have  interests  in  common  and  would 

act  accordingly. 

(2)  The  Library  Association  would  be  more  free  to  press  its  member- 

ship on  owners  of  private  libraries  and  those  interested  in 
library  work.  The  development  of  this  side  of  its  membership 
would  give  it  greater  financial  and  intellectual  stability,  and 
more  influence  on  legislation. 

(3)  An  enormous  impetus  would  be  given  to  the  examination  scheme, 

the  classes  of  the  Association  would  become  recognised  as  the 
normal  training  school  of  librarians,  and  the  efficiency  of  the 
profession  at  large  would  be  raised. 
Fellow  members,  I  do  not  pretend  to  show  you  the  way 
things  should  be  done.     I  leave  that  to  leveller  heads  and 
riper  intellects  than  my  own.     I  simply  present  to  you  for 
what  they  are  worth  my  own  ideas  on  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion and  registration. 

Supplementary  Note. 

It  came  out  clearly  in  the  course  of  the  debate  that  the  number  of 
volumes  in  a  library  did  not  form  a  good  basis  for  registration.  The 
suggestion  is  therefore  withdrawn,  and  the  annual  amount  expended  on 
the  library  ofifered  as  a  substitute.  Another  point,  accidentally  omitted 
from  the  paper,  is  that  assistant  librarians  of  important  libraries  should 
be  eligible  for  registration.  This  might  also  be  arranged  on  an  income 
basis. 

W.  R.  B.  P. 
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V. — ^Juvenile  Literature. 

By  L.  Stanley  Jast  and  Henry  Bond. 

Key  to  Grade-Marks. 


IS 


Infants. 
Under  9  years. 

ic)  9  to  12  years, 
d)  Over  12  years. 
Books  are  also  marked  with  double  letters  (be)  under  9  to  12  years,  (cd) 
9  to  over  12  years. 

NON-FICTION. 

Anderson  (F.  M.).     Story  of  the  British  empire  for  children.    Methuen.    2/-. 

(Cd) 
Beard  (L.  and  A.  B.).     Indoor  and  outdoor  handicraft  and  recreation  for  girls. 

Newnes.    6/-.  (cd) 

Bennett  (E.  M.  H.).     An  English  girl  in  Japan.     Gardner  Darton.    3/-.        (d) 
Boas  {Mrs.  P.  S.).    With  Milton  and  the  cavaliers.     Nisbet.    6/n.  (d) 

Briehtwen  (Mrs).    Quiet  hours  with  nature.     Fisher  Unwin.    5/-.  (cd) 

BuUen  (F.  J.).    Creatures  of  the  sea.     R.  T.  S.    7/6. 
Chance  (L.  M.).     Little  folks  of  many  lands.     Ginn.    2/-. 
Cochrane  (J.  D.).    Peerless  women.    Collins,    z/6. 
Fletcher  (C.  R.  L.).    Introductory  history  of  England  from  the  earliest  times 

to  the  close  of  the  Middle  Ages.     Murray.    7/6.  (d) 

Fraser  (Edward).    Famous  fighters  of  the  fleet.     Macmillan.    6/-.  (d) 

Harbour  (H.).     Arctic  explorers:   Sir  John   Franklin  and  Fridjof  Nansen. 

Collins,     x/6.  (d) 

Hardy  {Mrs.  A.  S.).    Sea  stories  for  wonder  eyes.    Ginn.    2/-.  (c) 

Haydon  (A.  L.).     Canada:  Britain's  largest  colony.     {Our  Empire  Seria,) 

Cassell.    2/6.  (d) 

Hoffmann  (Alice).    Shakespeare's  Midsummer  night's  dream  retold  for  children. 

Dent.     x/-.  (cd) 

Story  of  As  you  like  it.     Dent.     x/-.  (cd) 

Story  of  King  Richard  III.     Dent.     x/6.  (cd) 

Story  of  The  tempest.     Dent.     i/-.  /cdj 

Hyde  (L.  B.).     Favourite  Greek  myths.     Harrap.    2/6  net.  (cd) 

Miles  (Eustace).    A  boy's  control  and  self-expression.    The  author,  Cambridge. 

6/-.  JA) 

Montmorency  (Hervey  de).    On  the  track  of  a  treasure.    Hurst  &  B.  6/-.    (d) 

Nicholson  (S.  H.).     British  songs  for  British  boys.     Macmillan.    6d.  (cd) 

Peary  (Com.  R.  E.).    Snowland  folk.    Wells  Gardner,     c/-.  (c) 

RowDotham  (F.  J.).    Story  lives  of  great  authors.    Wells  Gardner.  3/6.    (d) 

Tales  from  Plutarch.     Fisher  Unwin.    5/-.  (d) 

Selous  (Edmund).     Romance  of  the  animal  world.    Seeley.    5/-.  (d) 
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Shaw  (C.  D.).    Stories  of  the  ancient  Greeks.    Ginn.    2/6.  (od) 

Talbot  (L.  A.).    The  three  little  gardeners.    Brown,  Langham.    2/6  tut,    (c) 
Thomas  (W.  B.).    Road  to  manhood.    Allen.    6/-.  (cdj 

Vniliams  (Archibald).     Romance  of  modem  exploration.    Seeley. 
Romance  of  modern  locomotion.     Pearson. 


Fisnei 


(4) 


(d» 

6/-.    (d) 


Witchell  (C.  A.).     Nature's  story  of  the  year.    Fisher  Unwin.    5/-.  (cd) 

FICTION. 

Ashton  (S.).    Eve's  adventures.    Simpkin,  Marshall  &  Co.    5/6.  (c) 

Baldwin  (May).    That  awful  little  brother.    Chambers.    5/6.  (c) 

Baldwin  {Mrs,  Alfred).    Pedlar's  pack.    Chambers.    6/-.  (od) 

Berrey  (R.  G.).    The  right  o'  the  line.    Nisbet.    5/6.  (d) 

Bindloss  (Harold).  True  grit.  Partridge.  2/6.  (cd) 
Brereton  (Ca^/.  F.  S.).    Hero  of  Lucknow.    Blackie.    5/-. 

With  the  Dyaks  of  Borneo :  a  tale  of  the  head  hunters.    Blackie. 

Brooke  (Leslie).    The  story  of  three  little  pigs;  Tom  Thumb.    Warne.  2l6net, 

(«b) 
Burnett  (Mrs.  F.  H.).    In  the  closed  room.     Hodder  &  Stoughton.    5/6  net, 

(cd) 
Caine  (O.  v.).    Sons  of  victory.    Nisbet.    5/-.  (d) 

Campbell  (Frances).    Two  Queenslanders  and  their  friends.    Alexander  Moring. 

3/^  (d) 

Carr  (Kent).    Brought  to  heel.    Chambers.    5/-.  (cd) 

A  rank  outsider.    Melrose.    5/-.  (cd) 

Carter  (G.  F.  M.).    Diana  Polwarth,  loyalist.    Seeley.    5/-.  (cd) 

Chisholm  (Louey).    In  fairyland :  tales  told  again.    Jack.    7/6  n$t,  (b) 

Church  (Rtv.  A.  J.).    The  crusaders.    Seeley.    5/-.  (cd) 

Clarke  (M.  B.).    The  little  heiress.    Nelson.    21^  {A) 

Oifford  (Mrs.  W.  K.).    Getting  well  of  Dorothy.     Methuen.    3/6.  (c) 

Cooke  (Grace)  and  BlacGowan  (Alice).   Aunt  Huldah.    Hodder  &  Stoughton. 

6/-.  (d) 

Cowper  (E.  A.).     Viva  Christina.    Chambers.    3/6.  (d) 

Crockett  (S.  R.).    Red  cap  tales.    Black.    6/-.  (d) 

Cox  (Palmer).    Brownies  in  the  Philippines.    Fisher  Unwin.    6/-.  (be) 

De  Musset  (Paul).    Mr.  Wind  and  Madam  Rain.    Trans.,  Emily  Makepeace. 

Putnam.    6/-.  (c) 

Farrow  (G.  E.).    Pixie  Pickles.    Skeffington.    5/-.  (a) 

Penn  (G.  M.).    Glyn  Severn's  school  days.    Chambers.    5/-.  (cd) 

Pitdiett  ( W.  H.).  The  commander  of  the //irom/W/^.  Smith,  Elder.  6/-.  (d) 
Fletcher  (Mereaith).  Jefferson  junior :  a  school  story.  Blackie.  5/6.  (cd) 
Forbes  (Mrs,  Stanhope).  King  Arthur's  wood.  Simpkin,  Marshall.  42/-.  (c) 
Gilbert  {Lctdy)^  {Rosa  Mulholland),    Girl's  ideal :  a  story  of  a  fortune.    Blackie. 

5/-.  (d) 

Green  (E.  Everett).    The  children's  crusade.     Nelson.    5/-.  (c) 

Rmged  by  fire.    Nelson.    5/-.  (od) 

The  three  Graces.    Melrose.    3/6.  (d) 

Gregory  (F*  K.).    New  stories  for  children.    Watts.    2/6  net,  (b) 

Hall  (Madeline).    Giddy  go  round:  a  tale  of  a  wooden  horse.  Warne.    2/- 

net.  (a) 

Hamer  (S.  H.).    The  Little  Folks  adventure  book.    Cassell.    3/6.  (b) 

The  Little  Folks  animal  book.    Cassell.    5/6.  (b) 

Harris  (J.  C).    Waley  Wanderoon  and  his  story-telling  machine.  G.  Richards. 

6/.  (0 

Hams  (W.  B.).    The  disappearance  of  Dick  Blackwood.    5/-.  (d) 

Haverfield  (E.  L.).  The  twins  and  Sally.  Nelson.  2/-.  (c) 
Haydon  (A.  L.).    With  Pizarro  the  conquistador :  a  story  of  the  conquest  of 

Peru.     Melrose.    5/-.  (d) 

Hayens  (Herbert).    President's  scouts.    Collins.    5/-.  (d) 

Henty  (G.  A.).    By  conduct  and  courage.    Blackie.    6/-.  (d) 

Hewett  (G.  M.  A.).    The  autobiography  of  a  rat.    Black.    6/-.  (cd) 
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Housman  (Laurence).    The  blue  moon.    Murray.    6/-.  (cd) 

Ivimey  (J.  W.)  and  Corboald  (Walton).    Three  blind  mice.  Warne.    z/-  net, 

Jacberns  (Raymond).    A  family  grievance.    Wells  Gardner,  z/6.                (c) 

Girls  of  Cromer  Hall.    Nelson,    a/-.  (c) 

Three  rascals.     Macmillan.    3/6.  (od) 

Jameson  (E.  W.).    The  Pendeltons.    Hodder  &  Stoughton.  5/-.               (cd) 

ohnston  (William).    Yellow  shield.    Partridge.    2/6.  (d) 

/Cearton  (Richard).    Adventures  of  cock  robin  and  his  mate.  Cassell.    6/-, 


(b) 
(c) 


Kennedy  (H.  A.).     New  world  fairy  book.    Dent.    a/6. 

Lang  (Andrew).    Brown  fairy  book.     Lrongmans.    0/-.  (cd) 

Lehmann  (R.  C).    The  sun  child.    Bradbury,  Agnew.   6/-.  (cd) 

Leighton  (Robert).    Hurrah  for  the  Spanish  main  I    Melrose.    6/-. 

Marchant  (Bessie).    Hope's  tryst.    Blackie.    5/6. 

Marshall  (Beatrice).    The  queen's  knight  errant.    Seeley.    5/-. 

Miles  (A.  H.),  editor.    Pifty-two  stories  of  wild  life,  east  and  west.  Hutchinson. 

5/-.  (d) 

Molesworth  {Mrs.),    The  ruby  ring.    Macmillan.    4/6.  (c) 

Nesbit  (E.).    New  treasure  seekers.    T.  Fisher  Unwin.    6/-.  (c) 

—^ —  The  phoenix  and  the  carpet.    Newnes.    6/-.  (c) 

Pierson  (C.  D.).    Among  the  garden  people.    Murray.    5/-.  (c) 

Tales  of  a  poultry  farm.    Murray.    5/-.  (c) 

Pollard  (Eliza  P.).     The  knights  of  liberty.     Nelson.    5/-.  (cd) 

Potter  (Beatrix).     The  tale  of  Benjamin  Bunny.    Warne.    z/-.  (r 

Seton  (E.  T.).    Two  little  savages.    Grant  Richards.    6/-.  (o 

Radford  (Dollie).    Sea-thrift.     De  la  More.    3/6  net,  (tx 

Roper  (Edward).     Fred  Seagood.    Sonnenschein.    6/-.  (d) 
Russell  (Pox).     Phantom  spy:  adventures  in  the  Peninsular  War.     Nelson. 

2/6.  (d) 

Sherwood  (Margaret).    Story  of  King  Sylvain  and  Queen  Aim^e.  Macmillan. 

6/-.  (c) 
Sndtti  [Mrs.  Toulmin),  {L.T.Meade),  A  modern  tomboy.  Chambers.  5/-.   (cd) 

Sorabji  (Cornelia).    Sun-babies.    Murray.    6/-  net.  (cd) 

Stead  (R.).    Will  of  the  Dales.    Blackie.    2/6.  (d) 
Strang  (Herbert).      Boys  of  the  Light  Brigade:   a  story  of  Spain  and  the 


Peninsular  War.    Blackie.    6/-. 
Kobo.    Blackie.    5/-. 
okli 


West  (Nicholson).    Gold  island.    Cassell.    6/-. 

Whistler  (C.  W.).    A  prince  of  Cornwall.    Warne.    6/-.  (d 

White  (S.  E.).    The  silent  places.    Hodder  &  Stoughton.    6/-.  (d) 

Wodefaouse  (P.  G.).    The  gold  bat :  a  school  story.    Black.    6/-.  (d) 

William  Tell  told  again.     Black.    6/-.  (cd) 

Zangwill  {Mrs.  I.),  (Editk  Ayrton),    Barbarous  babes.    Brimley  Johnson.    2/6 

net,  (cd) 


PROFESSIONAL  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 

British. 

Library  World  (November). 

Brown  (J.  D.). — Obituary  notice  (with  port.)  of  Franklin  T.  Barrett. 
The  Birmingham  Library  at  Cirencester  (with  illustrations), 
I.  Auxiliary  funds  for  libraries. 

Library  World  (December). 

Brown  (J.  D.). — Book  description.     II. 

3.  Sayers  (W.  C.  B.)  and  Stewart  (J.   D.). — Library  magazines. 

VII.  Reading-lists. 
TuRNBULL  (T.  E.). — The  L.A.  examinations  :  a  causerie. 

1.  The  article  is  a  brief  account  of  the  outside  support  given  to  the 
Maidstone  and  Malvern  Public  Libraries.  In  1882  there  was  started 
in  Maidstone  a  "  Library  Auxiliary  Fund  "  by  subscribers  of  half  a 
guinea.  After  three  years  the  books  are  handed  over  to  the  public 
library,  though  the  ones  that  are  in  may  at  all  times  be  used  for 
reference.  Some  680  works,  of  value  about  ;f3oo,  have  thus  been 
added.  In  Malvern  voluntary  annual  subscribers  of  one  guinea  are 
enrolled  as  patrons  of  the  public  library.  There  is  an  annual 
meeting  of  patrons  at  which  books  to  the  right  amount  are  chosen  by 
vote. 

2.  This  section  deals  with  reading-lists,  and  it  is  stated  that 
where  these  are  issued  there  is  an  improvement  in  the  character  of  the 
reading  and  enhanced  public  interest.  They  should  be  more  compre- 
hensive and  complete  on  the  given  topic  than  the  catalogue,  but  should 
not  aim  at  being  bibliographies.  The  topics  chosen  should  be  those 
of  current  interest,  or  subjects  dealt  with  in  University  Extension 
courses,  or  those  of  permanent  value.  The  lists  should  not  be  mere 
alphabetical  arrangements  but  should  be  classified.  Most  lists  will  be 
found  to  fall  into  definite  parts,  which  should  be  taken  as  the  basis 
of  arrangement  whether  they  correspond  with  the  divisions  of  the  library's 
classification  or  not,  and  the  headings  should  go  from  general  to  special. 

Museums  Journal  (November). 

Maclauchlan  (John). — The  formation  of  local  illustrative  collec- 
tions in  museums. 
DuNLOP  (G.  A.). — The  exhibition  of  fresh  wild  flowers  in  museums. 
Library  and  museum  rating. 

Library  Assistant  (December). 

Bayley  (J.  D.). — Counterwork. 

CouTTS  (H.  T.). — Work  amongst  children  in  the  library. 


Professional  Periodical  Literature,  ii 

American. 

Library  Journal  (November). 

3.  Bliss  (H.  E.).— Better  bookbinding  for  libraries. 
MacPikb  (E.  F.). — A  bibliographic  exchange. 

Work  and  needs  of  the  American  Library  Association. 

4.  Fernow  (B.). — Imperial  Public  Library  of  St.  Petersburg. 
Jacksonville    Public  Library    (illustrated).     [It    contains    separate 

reading  rooms  for  coloured  adults  and  children.] 

3.  H.  E.  Bliss  begins  by  stating  that  librarians  should  have  more 
technical  knowledge  of  binding,  as  at  present  they  are  too  much  in  the 
hands  of  the  binders.  As  a  consequence  of  this  and  of  excessive 
competition  and  reduction  of  prices,  bad  work  is  often  turned  out. 
He  also  regrets  that  the  recommendations  of  the  Society  of  Arts  are 
so  little  attended  to.  Books  generally  break  in  one  of  three  ways: 
(i)  The  joints  or  hinge  parts,  and  the  entire  cover  pulls  away ;  (2)  leaves 
or  sheets  become  loose  and  are  torn  away ;  (3)  the  hollow  back  comes 
off  and  the  boards  soon  separate.  The  method  of  hollow  backs,  though 
inferior,  is  continued  for  the  sake  of  the  gilding.  Permanent  bindings 
for  much-used  reference  books  are  best  tight-backed,  but  should  open 
flexibly.  Too  much  stiffness,  often  from  excess  of  glue,  causes  the 
inflexible  back  to  break  away  and  a  section  or  sections  to  be  forced 
out.  Binding  from  the  sheets  is  considered  a  good  plan,  and  American 
publishers  have  expressed  their  willingness  to  print  200  or  300  copies 
of  a  book  on  better  paper  specially  for  libraries.  Sewing  "  two  sheets 
on"  should  not  be  allowed,  especially  if  there  are  fewer  than  four 
bands.  Overcasting  in  sections  is  necessary  for  large  illustrated  books 
and  atlases.  The  bands  should  be  laced  in  or,  if  of  tape,  inserted  in 
split  boards.  Without  this  precaution  tight  backs  possess  less  strength 
than  good  hollow  backs.  The  joint  should  be  strengthened  with  a 
muslin  hinge  "  sewn  in  ".  Thick  books  with  stiff  paper  are  best  sewn 
on  thin  linen  tapes,  using  a  French  joint.  For  superior  bindings  the 
"  zig-zag  "joint  of  Mr.  Douglas  Cockerell  is  considered  very  satisfactory. 
The  various  kinds  of  leather  are  next  considered,  and  Persian  "  bock  " 
and  sheep-skin  condemned,  especially  that  used  for  Congressional 
documents.  It  is  recommended  that  full  specifications  be  drawn  up 
and  agreed  upon  between  librarian  and  binder;  also  that  a  binding 
sheet  giving  more  or  less  detailed  instructions  should  be  issued  with 
each  lot  of  books  sent  out. 

4.  The  Imperial  Public  Library  of  St.  Petersburg  originated  in  the 
collection  of  about  200,000  books  made  by  Counts  Andrew  and  Joseph 
Zaluski  at  Warsaw,  where  it  was  opened  for  public  use  in  1747.  In 
1795,  when  it  consisted  of  262.000  vols,  and  10,000  MSS.  it  was  removed 
to  St.  Petersburg  by  the  Empress  Catherine  II.,  where  a  large  part  of 
it  was  handed  over  to  the  College  of  Medicine  and  other  public  insti- 
tutions, so  that  in  1810  only  238,000  remained.  In  this  year  the  copy- 
right law  was  passed,  by  which  two  copies  of  every  book  published  in 
Russia  were  deposited  in  it,  and  consequently  by  i860,  the  date  of  the 
last  printed  guide,  the  collection  consisted  of  840,853  printed  books, 
29,045  MSS.  and  66,162  engravings.  The  latest  figures  (1904)  are 
1,500,000  vols.,  33,347  MSS.,  20,753  maps,  86,627  engravings,  52,826 
autographs,  which  makes  it  the  third  largest  library  in  the  world.  It 
has  been  open  to  the  public  since  1814,  and  is  divided  into  29  sections, 
occupying  22,000  square  feet  of  space  and  53,838  lineal  feet  of  cases. 
Its  head  is  a  minister  of  the  Emperor's  household,  who  has  under  him  a 
director,  vice-librarians,  fourteen  assistant  librarians  and  a  large  number 
of  clerks,  messengers  and  labourers. 
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Public  Libraries  (December). 

Rioos  (J.  F.). — Why  the  school  needs  the  library. 
Ellis  (H.).— The  first  library  in  Indiana. 
Sbybold  (S.  v.). — University  extension  and  public  libraries. 
5.  Jacobsbn  (S.). — Book-selection  for  branch  libraries. 
Dbwby  (M.).— Library  notes. 

5.  The  writer  describes  the  interchange  work  carried  out  among 
the  branches  of  the  Brooklyn  Public  Library.  A  large  placard  is  posted 
near  the  charging-desk  stating  that  "  the  Brooklyn  Public  Library  owns 
200,000  books.  These  are  placed  in  the  various  branch  libraries.  If  the 
book  you  want  is  not  in  this  branch,  ask  one  of  the  librarians  to  send 
for  it.  There  is  no  charge.  You  will  be  notified  when  it  reaches  here. 
Reference  and  juvenile  books  will  not  be  sent  for.*'  In  this  way  it  is 
found  out  what  books  are  in  demand,  as  the  request  cards  are  kept  and 
serve  as  a  guide.  Not  all  are  bought,  but  those  in  most  constant 
demand.  Borrowers  also  may  recommend  books  on  a  slip  form  which 
is  endorsed  by  the  branch  librarian  if  thought  suitable  by  him  also. 

French. 

Bulletin  du  Bibliophile  (November). 
Lbiiaitrb  (J.). — Old  books. 
Urbain  (Abb6). — A  cousin  of  Bossuet,  Pierre  Taisand. 

German. 

Centralblatt  fiir  Bibliothekswesen  (December). 

MoLSDORP  (W.). — Single  leaves  of  printing  at  the  Royal  and  Uni- 
versity Library,  Breslau. 

Zbdler  (G.).— Eltville  early  printing  in  its  textual  relation. 

Wahl  (G.). — The  removal  of  the  Heidelberg  University  Library  in 
the  spring  of  1905. 

Italian. 

Rivista  delle  Biblioteche  (August- September). 

Lasinio  (E.). — Two  sumptuary  laws  of  Castiglion  Piorentino. 
Frati  (L.).— Unpublished  letters  of  Annibal  Caro. 
Masbtti-Bencini  (I.). — Black  caps  (continued). 

La  Bibliofilia  (August-September-October). 

6.  Olschki  (L.  S.). — The  excise  persecution  of  books  in  Italy. 
Cblani  (E.). — Dedications,  notes,  property  marks,  etc.,  inprinted 

books  in  the  Royal  Angelica  Library,  Rome. 
BoFFiTO  (G.). — Cecco  of  Ascoli's   "  De  eccentricis  et   epicyelis" 

newly  discovered  and  illustrated. 
Ferrari  (L.). — The  incunabula  of  the  Royal  University  Library, 

Pisa. 
Castellan  I  (G.). — An  unknown  work  of  Giambattista  Dragoncino. 
Olschki  (L.). — The  cost  in  Italy  of  sending  abroad  a  book  worth 

50  centesimi. 
Notes. 

6.  Leo  S.  Olschki  complains  bitterly  of  the  hardship  lately  inflicted 
upon  him  by  levying  an  excise  duty  of  i  per  cent,  on  all  books  exported, 
dated  from  1501  to  1800.  The  law  of  1902  enacts  that  duty  has  to  be 
paid  on  all  books  printed  before  1500,  but  an  attempt  is  being  made  to 
bring  books  under  the  general  law  of  1895,  by  which  all  objects  of  art 
and  antiquity  (taking  i^  as  the  date  limit)  are  subjected  to  an  excise 
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duty.  The  writer  declares  the  exaction  to  be  unjust  (i)  Because  no 
such  action  has  been  taken  before  ;  (2)  because  the  fact  of  there  being 
special  legislation  for  books  shows  that  they  do  not  fall  under  the 
ordinary  classes  of  the  1895  law ;  (3)  because  books  printed  between 
1 501  and  1800  are  for  the  most  part  sold  for  use  and  not  as  objects  of 
collection.  The  finance  minister  upholds  the  decision  of  the  excise- 
officer,  so  it  only  remains  to  test  the  matter  in  the  law  courts. 

Belgian. 

Reviu  des  Bibliotheques  et  Archives  dc  Belgique  (September-October). 
Favion  (E.). — Notes  on  Liege  bibliography. 
Verriest  (L.). — A  sixteenth-century  inventory  of  the  charters  of 

Tournai. 
Bemelmans  (C). — Note   on    MS.    22152    in    the    Belgian    Royal 

Library. 
Van  Den  Haute  (C). — Accessions  in  1904  to  the  State  Archives 

at  Namur. 
Stainier  (L.).— Contribution  to  the  bibliography  of  Belgium,  1903- 

1904. 

Dutch. 

Tijdschrift  voor  Boek-  en  Bibliotheekwczen  (July-August). 

7.  TiBERGHiEN  (Alb.). — Modem  libraries.    V.  The  Royal  Library 

at  Brussels. 
Van    Huffel  (A.  J.),  Junr. — Notes  on   American    and    English 

"  Public  and  Free  Libraries  "  and  German  "  Freie  ofifentliche 

Bibliotheken  und  Lesehallen  ''. 
Boekenoogen  (G.  J.)-— A  bookseller's  prospectus  of  Geraert  Leeu 

at  Antwerp,  149 1  (plate). 
Burger  (C.  P.),  Junr. — A  Roman  Catholic  printer  and  publisher  at 

Haarlem  in  the  seventeenth  century. 
Dela  Montaonb  (V.  A). — Appendix. 
Ensched]^  (J.  W.). — The  distinction  of  press  work. 

Tijdschrift  voor  Boek-  en  Bibliothukwezen  (September-October). 

CkOwell  (G.  A.). — William  Caxton's  earliest  work  at  printing. 

Smit  (D.). — The  Leesmuseum  at  Amsterdam  {illustrated), 

Dela  Montaonb  (V.  A.) — Marks  of  Antwerp  printers  and  book- 
sellers {illustrated). 

Beets  (H.). — American  libraries  and  their  Dutch  books. 

7.  The  Royal  Library  of  Belgium  draws  its  origin  from  the  so- 
called  "  libryen "  of  the  Flemish  Counts  of  which  there  are  extant 
inventories  dating  from  the  fourteenth  century.  Later  these  were 
given  over  to  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy  who  increased  them,  especially 
Philip  the  Good,  who  established  a  scriptorium  at  Brussels.  In  1559 
King  Philip  IL  of  Spain  brought  all  the  royal  collections  into  one, 
which  still  forms  the  kernel  of  the  present  library.  In  1594  the  Arch- 
duke Ernest  passed  a  decree  that  publishers  should  deposit  two  copies 
of  all  books  in  the  library,  but  it  was  not  carried  out  consistently.  The 
library  was  plundered  by  the  French  in  1746  and  200  MSS.  sent  to 
Paris,  a  small  number  of  which  were  returned  in  1769  by  order  of  the 
Empress  Maria  Teresa.  Soon  after  this  the  librarian.  Prof.  Schopflin, 
made  a  thorough  revision  of  the  book-stores,  when  7,000  of  the  9,000 
extant  volumes  must  have  been  alienated  and  sold.  Better  times  came 
on  the  appointment  as  librarian  of  G6rard,  Secretary  of  the  Brussels 
Academy,  and  gifts  flowed  in  from  all  quarters,  and  in   1772  it  was 
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really  thrown  open  to  the  public.  In  1780  the  numbers  were:  printed 
books  50,000 ;  MSS.  1,100.  During  the  time  of  the  French  Revolution 
it  was  plundered  repeatedly  by  French  commissions.  In  1815  after  the 
establishment  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands,  it  was  divided  into 
two  parts,  the  MSS.  forming  the  State  library  and  the  printed  books 
the  library  of  the  town  of  Brussels.  In  1838  the  two  were  again  united 
to  form  the  Royal  Library.  During  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century  it  was  enriched  by  many  special  collections,  and  in  1852  an 
agreement  was  made  with  France  by  which  copies  of  books  published 
in  that  country  are  supplied.  Constant  enlargements  were  necessary 
until  now  the  library  is  in  entire  possession  of  the  building  in  which  it 
is  housed.  At  the  sale  of  Sir  Thomas  Philipp's  library  at  Cheltenham 
in  1898,  a  purchase  was  made  of  575  MSS.,  which  for  the  most  part  had 
come  originally  from  the  Netherlands.  In  1895  it  was  decided  on  the 
suggestion  of  the  Universities  that  only  scientifically  trained  persons 
should  be  admitted  to  the  staff,  and  then  only  after  a  year's  trial  and  a 
special  examination.  In  1897  ^  royal  decree  was  passed  to  this  effect, 
and  on  ist  January,  1900,  the  first  two  who  had  obtained  the  diploma 
of  '*  candidaat-bibliothecaris "  entered  as  librarians  in  actual  service. 
At  present  the  library  is  divided  into  six  departments:  (i)  (a)  Reading- 
room,  open  from  9  to  6,  and  books  (about  250,000),  (6)  incunabula,  {c) 
journals ;  (2)  Catalogue  bureau  and  bibliographical  department ;  (3)  (a) 
MSS.,  (6)  heraldic  collection,  {c)  exhibition  hall,  which  serves  for  all 
departments ;  (4)  (a)  Prints  and  topography,  (6)  maps  and  plans  ;  (5)  (a) 
Coins  and  medals  (about  60,000),  (6)  antiquities,  (c)  exhibition  hall ;  (6) 
The  secretariat  and  accountant's  department. 


NOTES  AND  NEWS. 

Readers  are  desired  to  address  communications  for  the  Notes  and  News 
section  {Adoptions,  Benefactions,  New  Buildings,  Notes  on  Library  Practice, 
Appointments,  Obituaries)  to  Mr.  Henry  Bond,  Public  Libraries,  Woolwich, 

ADOPTION. 

DOWNPATRICK.— The  Council  of  Downpatrick  adopted  the 
Public  Libraries  Acts  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  4th  December,  1905. 

BENEFACTIONS. 

ACCRINGTON. — A  collection  of 'books,  numbering  over  5,000 
volumes,  has  come  into  the  possession  of  the  Accrington  Public  Library 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  William  Ashworth,  who  for  nearly  forty  years  was 
secretary  of  the  Accrington  Co-operative  Society.  The  collection 
includes  a  large  number  of  works  dealing  with  local  history. 

ISLINGTON. — The  Islington  Borough  Council  has  accepted  as  a 
gift  the  collection  of  about  14,000  volumes  forming  the  library  of  the 
High  gate  Hill  Unitarian  Church,  and  also  the  offer  to  place  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Council,  for  the  use  of  the  public,  a  reading-room  adjoining 
the  church,  subject  to  the  Council  making  provision  for  the  upkeep. 

PEEL,  ISLE  OF  MAN.— The  Hon.  J.  K.  Ward  has  offered  ;f  1,000 
for  the  erection  and  equipment  of  a  public  library  for  Peel. 

PONTYPOOL.— Mr.  J.  G.  Hanbury,  of  Pontypool  Park,  has  offered 
a  site  for  the  public  library,  for  the  erection  of  which  Mr.  Carnegie  had 
previously  offered  ;f 2,000. 

NEW  BUILDINGS  AND  EXTENSIONS. 

BRADFORD.— The  rearranged  and  renovated  Central  Public 
Library  at  Bradford  was  reopened  on  the  i8th  December  by  the  Mayor, 
Mr.  W.  A.  Whitehead.  A  large  company  assembled  in  the  reading- 
room,  and  the  chair  was  taken  by  Alderman  Toothill,  Chairman  of  the 
Libraries  Committee. 

GLASGOW.— The  sixth  of  the  Glasgow  District  Libraries  was 
opened  on  the  29th  December  for  Dennistoun.  Lord  Provost  Bilsland 
formally  declared  the  library  open,  and  Councillor  Murray  presided  at 
the  ceremony. 

INVERURIE.— By  a  little  reconstruction  of  the  Town  Hall,  at 
a  cost  of  ;f  140,  a  public  library  has  been  provided  for  the  inhabitants 
of  Inverurie.  It  was  opened  to  the  public  on  the  2nd  December  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Black,  Provost  Milne  presiding. 

PRESTONPANS.— On  the  2nd  December  the  opening  ceremony 
of  the  Prestonpans  Public  Library  took  place,  presided  over  by  Mr. 
A.  A.  Meek.    Dr.  Hew  Morrison  declared  the  library  open. 
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SHEFFIELD. -The  WalUey  Branch  of  the  Sheffield  Public 
Libraries  was  opened  on  the  14th  December  by  the  Lord  Mayor^ 
Colonel  Hughes ;  Alderman  Brittain,  the  Chairman  of  the  Libraries 
Committee,  presided. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

FIRST  RATE-SUPPORTED  FREE  LIBRARY.— In  the  War- 
rington Public  Library  a  brass  tablet  was  recently  unveiled,  on  which 
it  is  stated  that  the  Warrington  Library  claims  to  be  the  first  rate- 
supported  free  library  established  in  this  country.  It  was  opened  in 
November,  1848,  and  so  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  first  Public  Libraries 
Act.     Mr.  Alderman  Bennett  performed  the  ceremony. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Crook  (Benjamin). — Mr.  B.  Crook,  Assistant  in  the  Chorley  Public 
Library,  has  been  appointed  Assistant  in  the  Leyton  Public  Librar>'. 

Downey  (J.  A.  L.). — Mr.  Downey,  Assistant  Librarian,  West 
Hartlepool,  has  been  appointed  Librarian. 

Fairhurst  (A.). — Mr.  Fairhurst,  Assistant  in  Earl  Crawford's  Library, 
has  been  appointed  Librarian  to  the  Society  of  Accountants,  Edinburgh. 

Gillam  (Mr.). — Mr.  Gillam,  a  local  candidate,  has  been  appointed 
first  Librarian  of  the  Sevenoaks  Public  Library. 

Lcig^h  (C.  W.  E.).— Mr.  Charie^  W.  E.  Leigh,  Acting  Librarian  of 
the  University  of  Manchester,  has  been  appointed  Librarian  of  the 
University. 

McGufiy  (Mr.). — Mr.  McGuffy,  a  Librarian  with  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Douglas  &  Foulis,  has  been  appointed  a  District  Librarian,  Glasgow. 

Nelson  (John). — Mr.  J.  Nelson,  a  local  candidate,  has  been  appointed 
Librarian-in-Charge  of  the  new  Branch  Library,  Oldpark  Road,  Belfast. 

Pomfret  (Joseph). — Mr.  J.  Pomfret,  Sub- Librarian,  Blackburn,  has 
been  appointed  Librarian,  Darwen. 

Walker  (HenrjO. — Mr.  H.  Walker,  of  Manchester,  has  been  appointed 
first  Librarian  of  the  Stamford  Public  Library. 


OBITUARY. 

SPENCE  (C.  J.). — We  have  to  record  the  death,  at  a  comparatively 
early  age,  of  a  well-known  North-country  banker  and  antiquary,  Mr. 
Charles  James  Spence,  of  North  Shields,  who  for  the  past  fourteen  years 
has  been  Chairman  of  the  Tynemouth  Public  Library  Committee. 
Although  he  only  became  a  member  of  the  Library  Association  in  1904, 
in  anticipation  of  the  Newcastle  Conference,  he  had  shown  a  life-long 
interest  in  libraries  and  their  work.  From  his  youth  he  had  been 
actively  associated  with  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Literary  and  Philoso- 
phical Society,  and  for  many  years  he  acted  as  hon.  treasurer  to  that 
institution.  It  may  be  worthy  of  mention  that  he  arranged  the  exhibi- 
tion of  MSS.,  local  books,  maps  and  prints  (many  of  them  his  own 
property)  which  attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention  at  the  "  Lit.  and  Phil." 
Conversazione  during  the  Conference.  Mr.  Spence  was  a  Vice-President 
of  the  Newcastle  Society  of  Antiquaries,  and  a  memoir  of  him  has  been 
contributed  to  the  publications  of  that  body  by  Dr.  Hodgkin,  for  many 
years  his  business  partner.     An  edition  of  Dr.  Bruce*s  Handbook  of  the 
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Roman  Wall  is  illustrated  with  etchings  by  him.  His  love  of  books  was 
hereditary,  his  father  leaving  a  very  valuable  collection  of  MSS.,  books, 
prints  and  coins.  His  literary  tastes,  combined  with  business  know- 
ledge, made  him  an  ideal  chairman,  while  his  uprightness  of  life  and 
dignity  of  character,  joined  to  a  most  lovable  and  winning  disposition^ 
won  him  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a 
generous  donor  to  the  shelves  of  the  Tynemouth  Public  Library,  and 
it  is  owing  to  his  determination,  discrimination  and  generosity,  that 
the  Edington  bequest  of  engravings,  which  came  to  the  library  in  a 
chaotic  state,  is  now  being  sorted,  arranged  and  bound  in  a  style  which 
will  make  this  unique  and  increasingly  valuable  collection  easily  avail- 
able and  of  the  utmost  possible  utility  to  the  community.  That  he  had 
in  mind  extensive  ideas  for  the  better  housing  of  the  Public  Library 
of  his  native  town  was  no  secret,  so  that  his  untimely  demise  leaves  his 
friends  and  colleagues  on  the  Committee  with  a  sense  of  double  loss, 
and  the  Borough  of  Tynemouth  with  a  gap  in  the  ranks  of  her  citizens 
which  no  one  else  can  fill.  In  all  movements  that  make  for  intellectual 
culture  in  the  North  Country,  the  warm-hearted  sympathy  and  generous 
support  of  Charles  James  Spence  will  be  greatly  missed. 


ABSTRACTS  OF  LIBRARY  REPORTS. 

Reports  for  analysis  should  be  sent  to  The  Publications  Commitieey 
Library  Association,  London  School  of  Economics,  Clare  Market,  B.C. 
After  they  have  been  noticed  they  will  be  placed  in  the  Association  Library. 


Name. 

Date  and 
No. 

Stock. 

Issues. 

Ezpenditve. 

VoU. 

Vols. 

BRITISH. 

1 1  Blackburn 

1904-5 

65.935 

156.312 

— 

9 

Fulbam    .... 

1904-5 

22,460 

201,938 

— 

3 

Leeds       .... 

1904-5 

253.077 

1.423.553 
125.485 

;^io,o64  19  10 

4 

Norwich   .... 

1904-5        ^ 

21.914 

1.373  19    5 

i 

Runcorn  .... 

1904-5(231 
1904-5  (27) 

12,936 

33.152 

226    6     I 

St  Helens 

40.139 

191.653 

1,809  16    6 

7 

WiUesden  Green 

1904-5 

12.750 

92.836 

948  19    3 

8 

Kensal  Rise . 

1904-5          '      4.144 

40,527 

588  14     ij 

COLONIES. 

9 ,  Port  Elizabeth,  S.  Africa  . 

1904-5            40.608 

67.119 

io|  Victoria    .        .        .        . 

213,491 
UNITED  STATES. 

181.325 

5,410  16    8 

II  Chicago    .        .        .        . 

1904  (32)    1  290,277 

1.721,186 

44,510    0    0 

la  Pittsburg. 

I1904-5  (9)  1  200,263 

645.093 

40,883    0    0 

REMARKS. 

Decrease  in  the  issues  attributed  to  the  improved  condition  of  trade  and  the 
fine  weather.  A  consic^ment  of  Egyptian  Pottery  from  the  twelfth  to  the 
twentieth  dynasty  has  been  presented  to  the  museum. 

The  building  of  the  Carnegie  Library  in  Lillie  Road  to  be  commenced  in 
May.  A  separate  juvenue  lending  department  in  connection  with  the 
Central  Library  was  opened  in  June,  1904.  The  children  are  permitted 
to  go  to  the  bookshelves  to  choose  their  own  books.  Five  lectures  given 
during  the  year  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Gilchrist  Trust ;  and  a  scries  of 
twelve  lectures  upon  English  Literature. 

Contains  four  excellent  illustrations  of  the  elevation  and  interior  of  the 
York  Road  Branch  Library,  opened  nth  October,  1904.  The  necessary 
power  to  levy  an  additional  id.  rate  has  received  the  royal  assent,  and  will 
become  operative  next  year.  New  edition  of  the  Central  Lending  Library 
catalogue  in  course  of  preparation. 

Card  catalogue  of  local  books  and  pamphlets  in  preparation.  Gives  a  selec- 
tion from  the  additions  to  the  library  during  1904-5. 

Mr.  Carnegie  has  given  ;^3,ooo  for  the  erection  of  a  new  library. 

The  blackmg  out  of  all  betting  news  from  the  newspapers  has  been  quite 
satisfactory.    Contains  an  illustration  of  part  of  the  general  reading-room. 
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The  Willesden  Green  Book  Club  presented  150  volumes  to  the  Public 
Library  in  return  for  facilities  provided  by  the  Library  Committee. 
Students'  tickets  adopted. 

Subscribers,  691.  The  Cape  Town  Public  Library  receives  a  special  g^ant 
of  ;f  1,057  from  the  Government.  The  Port  Elizabeth  Public  Library, 
with  a  much  larger  circulation,  receives  only  ;^400. 

The  difficulty  of  providing  further  storage  will  soon  be  felt  acutely.  Tra- 
velling libraries — nearly  7,000  volumes  were  lent  to  Mechanics*  Institutes 
and  Free  Libraries  during  the  year. 

The  T.  B.  Blackstone  Memorial  Branch  Library  opened.  Sixty-nine 
delivery  stations  are  in  operation.  The  Library  for  the  Blind  now  con- 
tains 825  volumes. 

Extension  of  the  main  library  in  progress.  The  experiment  of  allowing 
readers  to  borrow  a  number  of  books  of  non-fiction  on  one  ticket  has 
proved  satisfactory.  Children's  story  hours  maintained.  There  have 
been  597  stories  told  in  the  children's  rooms  and  in  the  schools. 

W.  J.  H. 


LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION :  PROCEEDINGS  AND 
OFFICIAL  NOTICES. 

November  Meeting. 

The  First  Meeting  of  the  Session  was  held  at  the  London  School  of 
Economics  and  Political  Science  on  Monday,  27th  November,  1905, 
at  8  P.M. 

About  twenty  members  were  present  at  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Lawrence  Inkster  was  voted  to  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the 
last  Monthly  Meeting,  held  on  19th  June,  1905,  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. 

The  usual  ballot  was  suspended,  and  the  following  candidates, 
approved  by  the  Council,  were  elected  members  of  the  Association  : — 

John  Haines,  Bookbinder,  137  Islington,  Liverpool. 

Councillor  Reginald  Barrett  Pope,  LL.B.,  Chairman  of  the  Brighton 

Library,  Museum  and  Fine  Arts  Committee,  41   Sussex  Square, 

Brighton. 
Arthur  Oldham  Jennings,  LL.B.,  Chairman  of  the  Brighton  Library 

Sub-Committee,  11  Adelaide  Crescent,  Hove. 
Daniel  Hack,  J.  P.,  Member  of  the  Brighton  Library,  Museum  and  Fine 

Arts  Committee,  Fircroft,  Withdean,  Brighton. 
Miss  Eliza  Jeffries  Davis,  Teacher,  86  Lansdowne  Road,  Croydon. 
Gainsborough  Public  Library. 
Edward  Holt,  J.  P.,  Deputy  Chairman,  Manchester  Public  Libraries 

Committee. 
H.   Derwent  Simpson,  Member  of  the  Manchester  Public  Libraries 

Committee. 

As  AN  Associate. 

Thomas  William  Uttley,  B.A.,  Senior  Assistant,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Public  (Reference)  Library,  16  Thornleigh  Road,  West  Jesmond, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Mr.  W.  R.  B.  Prideaux  read  a  paper  entitled  "  Professional  Edu- 
cation and  Registration :  Some  Suggestions  ". 

The  Chairman  considered  they  had  had  an  excellent  paper,  not 
only  in  point  of  length  but  in  point  of  quality.  Mr.  Prideaux  had 
certainly  taken  the  trouble  to  think  out  his  subject,  and  had  put  his 
proposals  in  a  very  concise  and  practical  form.  He  called  upon  Mr. 
Savage  to  open  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Ernest  A.  Savage  (Bromley,  Kent)  did  not  think  that  in  one 
respect  Mr.  Prideaux's  scheme  was  feasible.  The  number  of  volumes 
in  a  library  could  not  be  considered  a  qualification  for  registration. 
For  example,  librarians  of  private  libraries,  though  of  proved  ability, 
might  not  have  20,000  books  in  their  charge.  Mr.  Prideaux's  rule 
would  exclude  them.  On  the  other  hand,  there  might  be  a  library, 
perhaps  a  Mechanics'  Institute  Library,  which  had  existed  in  some 
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small  country  town  for  thirty  or  forty  years,  and  had  in  that  time 
heaped  up  40,000  volumes.  The  income  of  such  a  library  might  be 
small,  and  the  librarian  might  be  paid  only  ;^i  or  £1  5s.  a  week.  Yet 
such  a  librarian  would,  according  to  Mr.  Prideaux's  rule,  be  entitled  to 
registration,  although  it  was  pretty  certain  he  would  lack  the  real 
qualifications  for  this  honour,  if  it  be  an  honour.  One  point  occurred 
to  him  directly  bearing  on  the  subject  of  the  education  of  assistants. 
He  referred  to  the  Library  Association  Library.  The  Library  Associa- 
tion Library  did  not  seem  to  be  properly  organised,  and  one  could  not 
get  access  to  it.  He  quite  understood  there  were  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  getting  the  books  classified  and  catalogued.  The  Library 
Association  would  first  have  to  make  up  its  mind  on  the  system  by 
which  it  should  be  classified,  which  would  take  time,  and  on  the  rules 
by  which  it  should  be  catalogued  which  would  take  still  longer.  Then 
again  it  was  not  easy  to  get  librarians  to  volunteer  to  do  the  work. 
But,  at  least,  some  means  should  be  taken  very  quickly  to  allow  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  access  to  the  library. 

Mr.  E.  Wyndham  Hulmb  (Patent  Office)  said  that  before  he 
congratulated  Mr.  Prideaux  on  his  short  but  very  pithy  paper,  he  must 
answer  Mr.  Savage.  In  the  first  place  the  Library  Association  Library 
was  housed  in  that  building  (the  London  School  of  Economics).  Much 
of  it  was  {'catalogued.  The  classification  by  Mr.  Brown  had  been 
published  in  the  Record  and  the  books  were  arranged  in  that  class 
order.  The  finishing  touches  remained  to  be  put  to  the  library.  Free 
access  to  the  books  could  easily  be  arranged  for  by  writing  to  Mr. 
McKillop,  and  books  were  being  lent  out.  What  they  wanted  was 
money  for  binding  and  completing  their  sets  of  periodicals  and  gifts  of 
books.  He  (Mr.  Hulme)  hoped  at  some  of  their  Monthly  Meetings  they 
would  be  able  to  exhibit  some  of  their  treasures.  He  had  never  listened 
to  so  short  and  well-put-together  a  paper.  Mr.  Prideaux  had  raised  a 
very  important  question  of  policy,  and  on  the  whole  he  had  made  out  a 
very  good  case.  Anybody  who  was  interested  in  the  social  side  of  this 
country  would  know  that  during  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years  there  had 
been  a  revival  of  the  old  guild  system.  The  old  guilds  lost  their  juris- 
diction about  a  century  ago  and  had  become  merely  dispensers  of 
hospitality  and  charity,  but  the  country  was  coming  back  to  the  old 
system.  The  Association's  system  of  examination  to  which  legal 
sanction  was  given  by  their  charter,  was  only  one  step  in  that  direction. 
He  quite  agreed  with  Mr.  Prideaux  that  if  they  went  one  step  further 
and  had  registration  of  librarians  they  would  do  something  for  their 
own  body  and  also  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  public.  The  existence 
of  the  register  would  get  known  to  the  public,  and  it  would  become 
known  that  the  training  of  registered  librarians  ensured  a  higher 
efficiency  in  administration  than  would  be  obtained  by  selecting  an 
untrained  local  candidate.  There  were  many  examples  of  trades  and 
professions  which  had  recently  taken  this  step,  from  plumbers  upwards. 
He  instanced  actuaries,  auctioneers  and  patent  agents.  He  had  no 
doubt  a  great  many  other  bodies  would  follow  suit.  The  idea  of 
securing  a  registration  fee  would  be  tempting  to  their  Treasurer,  but  it 
would  be  to  cover  the  cost  of  registration  and  would  not  find  its  way 
into  the  coffers  of  the  Association.  He  would  like  to  congratulate  Mr. 
Prideaux  upon  his  paper,  and  hoped  next  time  he  would  give  them  a 
longer  one. 

Mr.  Savage  (in  replying  to  Mr.  Hulme)  said  he  had  been  refused 
access  to  the  Library  Association  Library  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a 
loan  collection,  to  which  the  school  authorities  did  not  feel  justified  in 
allowing  access.     It  was  unfortunate  that  no  catalogue  existed. 
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Replying  to  Mr.  Savage,  Mr.  Hulmb  said  members  had  not  yet 
open  access  to  the  shelves.  The  contents  of  the  library  could  be 
ascertained  by  consulting  the  general  catalogue  of  the  School  of 
Economics  Library,  or  the  duplicate  cards  of  the  Association's  Library 
or  their  accession  book. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  said  that  so  far  as  he  understood,  Mr. 
Hulme  was  not  quite  correct  in  regard  to  the  Association  Library  at 
the  school.  There  was  no  complete  catalogue.  Secondly,  it  was  not 
classified.  Mr.  Hulme  and  Mr.  Brown  had  been  appointed  a  Committee 
to  decide  as  to  the  classification  and  also  as  to  the  catalogue.  This 
Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  rules  as  to  the  use  of  the  library, 
to  settle  what  procedure  should  be  gone  through  to  obtain  books  for 
home  reading,  and  these  rules  were  to  be  pnnted  in  the  Record. 
There  had  been  considerable  doubt  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  to  get 
books  out  of  the  library. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Jast,  Mr.  Hulme  said  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  he 
went  over  the  collection  during  the  previous  week,  and  he  was  himself 
a  borrower.  He  was  assured  there  was  a  catalogue,  and  the  more 
important  part  of  the  library  was  already  classified. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Snowsill  (Camberwell)  said  he  had  listened  with 
pleasure  to  Mr.  Prideaux*s  paper,  that  is,  what  there  was  of  it.  He 
must  confess  he  was  just  making  up  his  mind  for  it  when  it  seemed  to 
suddenly  collapse.  He  presumed  that  it  was  left  to  them  to  fill  up  the 
gaps.  He  was,  however,  glad  that  more  time  had  been  left  for  discus- 
sion. One  point  he  wished  to  say  something  about  had  reference  to 
assistants  taking  up  the  course  of  lectures  arranged  by  the  Association. 
He  did  not  rely  on  the  experience  of  other  boroughs,  but  he  found 
that  in  his  own  a  good  deal  of  indifference  existed.  Assistants  seemed 
to  be  perfectly  satisfied  provided  their  salaries  increased  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  He  thought,  with  regard  to  the  classes  the  Association  had 
promoted,  one  series  might  with  advantage  be  extended — the  corre- 
spondence classes.  The  majority  of  assistants  in  libraries  found  a  diffi- 
culty in  getting  time  to  attend  the  lectures.  Much  more  could  be  done 
through  the  correspondence  classes.  Work  of  this  kind  had  become 
absolutely  necessary,  for  assistants  must  first  be  educated.  They 
ought  to  establish  the  register  of  librarians  proposed  to  which  Committees 
could,  in  future,  look  to  supply  vacancies  now  filled  up  by  those  who 
had  not  had  technical  training.  It  was  really  time  they  commenced ; 
for  it  would  take  many  years  before  the  Association  would  be  able  to 
form  a  satisfactory  register,  so  far  as  the  assistants  were  concerned ; 
but  much  good  would  inevitably  result  from  it. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Clarke  (Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society)  said  he 
much  regretted  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  hear  all  Mr.  Prideaux's 
paper.  If  one  went  into  the  reasons  for  the  system  of  registration 
generally,  it  would  be  seen  that  it  existed  to  place  on  record  certain 
facts  liable  at  any  time  to  require  legal  proof.  In  the  case  of  professions 
there  were  two  objects  in  registering — the  first  efficiency,  the  second 
remuneration.  The  first  affected  the  interests  of  clients,  the  second 
those  of  the  individual  registered — that  was  to  say,  it  placed  him  in  a 
position  to  recover  fees,  however  much  his  clients  might  dispute  them. 
This  led  them  to  what  might  be  called  the  first  principles  of  librarianship. 
A  great  deal  had  been  written  about  the  profession  of  librarianship. 
Did  members  of  the  Association  or  assistants  realise  what  a  profession 
meant  ?  It  differed  from  other  occupations  in  this  respect.  Clients 
came  to  them  and  asked  them  to  the  best  of  their  ability  to  carry  out 
their  work.  Such  a  person  was  not  dependent  upon  a  certain  amount 
per  annum.     It  might  be  amongst  his  duties  to  perform  certain  services 
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as  a  salaried  official,  but  he  was  not  dependent  upon  that  office.  He 
might  have  many  or  few  clients,  a  hundred  clients  in  a  whole  year,  or 
several  hundreds.  He  (Mr.  Clarke)  asked  the  question,  how  many  of 
those  present  were  in  that  position  ?  Rather,  were  they  not  dependent 
upon  the  goodwill  of  just  one  body,  just  one  Committee,  or  at  most  two  ? 
Therefore,  if  one  compared  librarianship  with  the  army,  the  law,  medi- 
cine, architecture,  was  a  man  merely  an  architect  to  one  Committee  or 
to  several  bodies  ?  a  solicitor  just  to  one  person  or  to  twenty  or  thirty 
people  who  might  be  coming  in  to  him  all  the  day  long  ?  They  could 
not  talk  about  librarianship  as  a  profession.  It  was  a  professional 
occupation  simply  because  the  studies  requisite  in  training  and  the 
ultimate  attainments  expected  of  a  librarian  were  not  those  which  could 
be  compared  with  the  less  intellectual  quahfications  required  for  a 
purely  business  career.  There  were  a  few — but  a  very  few — librarians 
who  were  fortunate  enough  to  be  employed  as  cataloguers  and  arrangers 
of  libraries  generally — principally  private  collections,  and  thus  had 
certain  sets  of  clients.  Most  librarians,  however,  were  in  service  to 
one  or  at  most  two  Committees  or  some  other  body.  It  was  neverthe- 
less important  that  they  should  be  registered  as  if  they  were  a  real 
profession.  There  were  the  same  points  to  consider — efficiency  and  the 
question  of  recovering  fees  or  rather  salary.  There  was  no  trouble  in 
that  last-mentioned  matter.  So  long  as  they  did  their  duty  they  would 
get  their  salary  without  trouble,  unless  the  municipal  body  became 
bankrupt  1  It  simply  narrowed  down  to  the  question  of  efficiency.  He 
did  not  know  what  fee  for  registration  Mr.  Prideaux  proposed.  In  the 
case  of  most  professions  the  fee  rose  to  the  figure  of  five  pounds,  which 
was  rather  too  much  for  librarians  or  assistants  to  pay.  He  asked 
Mr.  Prideaux  what  he  proposed. 

Assistants  or  librarians  could  not  afford  much.  If  the  fee  were  two 
and  a  half  guineas  or  two  guineas  it  could  go  towards  the  expense  of 
keeping  up  the  register  and  for  other  incidental  expenses.  So  far  as 
the  education  question  was  concerned,  he  believed  the  Library  Associa- 
tion had  done  the  best  to  promote  the  well-being  and  the  intellectual 
benefit  of  assistants.  He  did  not  think  upon  that  point  there  was 
much  to  be  said.  He  had  brought  forward  the  question  on  several 
occasions.  He  had  recommended  that  a  higher  diploma  of  efficiency 
might  be  attained  by  assistants  becoming  fellows  of  the  Association  by 
examination  on  the  model  of  other  bodies.  If  people  had  that  object  in 
view,  if  they  knew  that  the  highest  honour  that  the  Association  could 
convey  was  in  their  hands,  they  would  work  hard  to  obtain  it.  He 
trusted  that  the  proposal  he  had  sketched  out  would  in  'due  time 
become  law,  so  far  as  the  Library  Association  was  concerned.  The 
discussion  seemed  to  have  wandered  ofif  into  side  issues.  If  he  must 
follow  one  of  these  up  like  other  speakers,  he  would  say  that  he  had 
used  the  Association  Library  on  many  occasions  and  had  received  the 
utmost  courtesy  and  attention.  He  knew  how  hard  it  was  to  get  a 
library  into  proper  working  order  unless  there  were  adequate  funds  at 
disposal.  He  felt  certain  that  before  long  it  would  be  a  treasure-house 
of  information  to  members  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  Bernard  Kbttlb  (Guildhall)  said  he  thought  they  ought  to  be 
very  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Prideaux  for  giving  them  this  short  paper, 
thus  enabling  them  to  have  a  very  full  discussion  on  this  important 
subject.  The  difficulty  was  that  the  Library  Association  as  at  present 
constituted  was  not  the  body  to  deal  with  this  question  at  all.  The 
Library  Association  could  not  carry  weight  as  a  representative  govern- 
ing body  of  librarians  in  the  same  manner  as  one  had  a  representative 
body  in  other  professions.     First  of  all  it  did  not  attract  to  its  member- 
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ship  the  heads  of  the  library  world  in  this  country.  The  membership 
consisted  chiefly  of  public  librarians  and  others.  When  one  remem- 
bered the  large  number  of  libraries  throughout  this  country  which  were 
not  represented  on  the  Library  Association,  it  was  only  then  one  found 
how  unrepresentative  a  body  the  Library  Association  was  of  the  pro- 
fession in  this  country.  In  his  opinion  the  initial  difficulty  lay  there. 
One  of  the  first  things  that  ought  to  be  done  for  the  advancement  of 
the  library  profession  was  the  establishment  of  a  Chair  of  Bibliography 
and  Library  Economy  in  the  University  of  London,  with  power  to 
confer  a  degree  for  the  same.  The  Association  had  not  been  able  to 
do  anything  yet  in  advancement  of  such  a  desirable  object.  It  sufifered 
from  lack  of  funds  and  lack  of  authority.  If  registration  were  adopted 
they  would  then  have,  he  hoped,  a  list  of  students  the  same  as  the 
Royal  Institute  of  British  Architects  and  other  professional  bodies. 
The  students  should  pass  through  the  examinations  of  the  Library 
Association  in  the  same  way  as  students  of  other  professions. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  said  with  regard  to  Mr.  Prideaux's  suggestions 
the  question  was  this,  Had  the  time  come  to  make  any  such  registrar 
tion  ?  The  initial  difficulty  of  course  was,  what  were  to  be  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  persons  on  this  register,  and  he  thought  Mr.  Prideaux  had 
not  quite  appreciated  the  difficulty  of  settling  that  point  But  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  important  question  to  ask  was  if  there  were 
any  need  for  such  a  registration.  He  thought  that  at  the  present 
moment  there  was  no  need  for  it.  It  was  a  rather  foolish  thing  to 
legislate  in  advance  of  requirements.  At  the  present  moment  he  failed 
to  see  what  the  registration  was  going  to  do  for  anybody,  or  who  would 
benefit  by  it.  If  there  were  any  competition  from  outsiders  in  cases 
of  public  appointments  it  would  be  different,  but  he  submitted  that 
there  was  no  such  competition ;  in  England,  at  all  events,  there  was 
very  rarely  a  job  in  the  appointment  of  librarians,  so  far  as  libraries  of 
any  consequence  were  concerned  at  any  rate. 

Such  a  register  would  press  very  hardly  upon  a  large  body  of  men 
in  the  profession  who  were  not  librarians  but  who  had  worked  according 
to  their  lights — bright  or  dim  as  the  case  might  be — for  libraries  and  the 
library  movement.  At  the  same  time  they  were  not  in  a  position  to 
go  in  for  their  examinations.  But  this  class  of  person  ought  to  be 
considered,  and  by  forming  such  a  registration  at  this  time,  they  would 
act  unfairly  by  these  men.  He  would  submit  that  the  interests  of  the 
profession  were  not  in  danger.  When  they  could  say  that  every  person 
or  even  the  large  majority  employed  in  libraries  who  were  not  head 
librarians  ought  to  be  certificated  librarians,  that  they  had  had  op- 
portunities of  which  they  had  not  taken  advantage,  then  registration 
would  be  timely  and  proper.  It  would  be  unfortunate  if  they  took  such 
a  step  prematurely,  before  it  had  received  proper  official  recognition  all 
round.  The  time  was  coming  when  they  would  be  in  a  position  to 
receive  such  general  recognition.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
Library  Association  and  its  general  status,  he  did  not  at  all  agree  with 
Mr.  Kettle  that  the  Library  Association  was  not  the  proper  body  to 
undertake  registration.  He  utterly  failed  to  see  how  a  purely  professional 
body  would  be  in  a  better  position  than  the  Library  Association.  It  had 
been  said  they  did  not  get  in  touch  with  many  librarians  outside  muni- 
cipal librarians — if  that  was  true  that  was  simply  because  such  librarians 
did  not  care  two  straws  about  the  library  profession.  They  might  or  might 
not  think  themselves  superior.  At  all  events,  they  had  not  the  interests 
of  the  profession  at  heart  or  they  would  be  with  them.  Mr.  Kettle  was 
not  perhaps  aware  that  such  a  professional  body  as  he  suggested  already 
existed.     He  did  not  know  that  it  attracted  the  leading  men  of  the 
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profession.  The  one  strong  platform  on  which  they  stood  was  that 
they  were  not  an  Association  for  purely  professional  purposes.  They 
were  able  to  say  that  this  was  not  an  Association  of  professional 
librarians  but  of  persons  interested  in  library  work.  It  was  because 
that  point  had  not  been  sufficiently  understood  that  they  had  not 
perhaps  exercised  the  influence  they  otherwise  might  have  done.  It 
was  their  business  to  publish  far  and  wide  the  fact  that  they  were  not 
a  purely  professional  body. 

Mr.  H.  Bond  (Woolwich)  said  Mr.  Prideaux's  paper  was  commend- 
ably  brief,  but  still  it  at  least  touched  upon  most  of  the  points  in 
connection  with  the  question.  He  had  not  intended  to  join  in  the 
discussion,  and  had  Mr.  Roberts  been  present  he  was  going  to  suggest 
that  he— as  the  Secretary  of  the  Education  Committee — be  called  upon 
to  open  the  discussion.  Mr.  Roberts  would  probably  have  had  some- 
thing to  say  about  so  few  assistants  attending  the  examination.  In 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  previous  speakers,  that  the  time  for  commencing 
registration  was  not  opportune,  he  would  remind  them  that  if  registra- 
tion be  desirable  a  start  must  be  made  some  time,  and  the  method  of 
the  start  could  hardly  be  expected  to  please  all.  Some  assistants  held 
aloof  from  the  lectures  and  the  examinations  because  the  lecturers  and 
the  examiners  had  not  the  hall-mark  of  the  diploma.  He  was  sorry  to 
know,  too,  that  on  this  ground  some  librarians,  even,  recommended 
their  assistants  not  to  attend  the  lectures.  But  the  answer  to  this 
futile  criticism  also,  is  that  a  start  must  be  made,  and  in  making  that 
start  the  lecturers  and  examiners  must  necessarily  be  men  without  the 
diploma  of  the  Association.  The  Association  had,  however,  used  the 
best  material  it  had  both  as  lecturers  and  as  examiners.  He  disagreed 
with  the  suggestion  that  the  Library  Association  was  not  the  proper 
body  to  initiate  a  register.  The  register  would  necessarily  have  weak- 
nesses at  first,  but  it  would  right  itself  in  time.  Such  a  register  of 
qualified  librarians  might  even  satisfy  the  critics  who  were  constantly 
crying  out  for  a  purely  professional  body,  for  the  register  would  be 
ultimately  a  list  of  qualified  librarians  within  (and  perhaps  without) 
the  Association.  Registered  members  would  be  librarians,  and  non- 
registered  members  would  be  those  who  were  interested  only,  and  not 
engaged  in  library  work.  If  a  fairly  full  register  were  commenced  at 
once,  he  thought  that  it  might  include  experienced  librarians  of  libraries 
having  over  a  certain  income  rather  than  containing  over  a  certain 
number  of  volumes.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  however,  he  would 
be  quite  content  for  the  register  to  begin  with  the  names  of  those  who 
had  actually  obtained  the  diploma  of  the  Association.  That  would  be 
a  beginning,  and  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  get  the  register  started 
even  in  this  small  way.  This  practice  after  a  decade  or  two  would 
put  matters  right,  and  the  list  would  grow  more  quickly  as  time  went 
on,  consequent  upon  it  then  being  a  great  disadvantage  not  to  appear 
on  the  list. 

Mr.  T.  Johnston  (Hornsey)  said  the  question  had  been  asked.  What 
would  one  get  from  these  examinations  ?  It  was  true  that  in  time 
appointments  would  be  given  only  to  those  assistants  who  possessed 
the  certificate  of  the  Association.  His  feeling  was  that  instead  of 
paying  the  fee  for  registration  they  ought  to  get  some  financial  advan- 
tage. Assistants  who  had  passed  certain  of  the  examinations  should 
be  made  associates,  and  when  they  had  passed  more  examinations  make 
them  members  of  the  Library  Association;  then  if  they  gained  the 
diploma,  they  could  be  elected  fellows.  If  being  a  member  meant  that 
one  had  passed  certain  examinations  it  would  mean  something.  Then 
they  came  to  those  persons  who  were  not  librarians.     He  saw  a  way 
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out  of  that  difficulty  by  making  them  honorary  members  at  a  higher 
fee.  Those  who  passed  examinations  would  be  getting  a  financial 
advantage  by  being  admitted  at  a  lower  fee  than  those  who  had  not 
passed.  He  did  not  quite  agree  that  the  number  of  volumes  in  a 
library  or  its  income  should  be  a  qualification,  because  there  were  some 
people  whom  they  might  not  care  to  see  on  the  register.  These  people 
had  got  posts  and  were  not  going  to  trouble  themselves  with  exaniina- 
tions,  but  if  the  inducement  were  held  out  to  them  that  their  subscrip- 
tion would  be  reduced  they  might  write  a  thesis.  Something  had  been 
said  about  librarians  not  taking  any  interest  in  pushing  forward  their 
assistants.  The  classes  were  held  upon  an  unfortunate  day — Wednes- 
day, which  was  not  the  early  closing  day  in  some  libraries.  He  had 
urged  his  assistants  to  attend  the  classes,  but  he  could  not  allow  the 
whole  staff  away  at  one  time. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Berwick  Sayers  (Croydon)  said  he  had  been  very 
interested  in  Mr.  Prideaux's  paper  and  the  discussion.  Of  all  the 
speakers  Mr.  Clarke  approached  the  nearest  to  the  solution  he  wished 
to  see  of  the  difficulty.  The  objection  to  Mr.  Clarke's  suggestion,  how- 
ever, was  a  financial  one :  if  they  could  not  have  members  who  had 
not  passed  examinations  they  would  not  get  many  subscriptions.  An 
alternative  was  that  associateship  and  fellowship  be  obtained  by 
examinations  and  only  membership  by  subscription.  Again,  if  one 
had  passed  the  examination  a  subscription  would  still  be  required  of 
him.  He  was  surprised  to  hear  the  remark  about  the  well-known 
apathy  of  library  assistants;  he  thought  that  an  exploded  myth. 
When  he  remembered  a  recent  professional  meeting  of  assistants — 
nearly  loo  present — he  did  not  think  the  remark  held  good.  He 
thought  that  assistants  would  take  the  greatest  possible  interest  in 
the  education  scheme  if  only  librarians  took  an  interest  in  it.  He  was 
fortunately  in  a  library  from  which  nine  assistants  attended  the  classes, 
and  he  knew  who  was  responsible  for  that.  The  interest  of  assistants 
depended  largely  upon  the  librarian  ;  it  was  unreasonable  to  expect  an 
assistant  to  be  enthusiastic  over  a  scheme  which  was  ignored,  if  not 
utterly  condemned,  by  his  chief.  There  was  the  difficulty  Mr.  Johnston 
had  mentioned,  which  kept  a  lot  of  assistants  away  from  the  classes^ 
but  there  were  correspondence  classes,  though  he  did  not  suppose 
they  were  in  any  way  equal  to  the  oral  classes ;  still  in  a  great  measure 
they  filled  up  the  gap. 

Mr.  Philip  (Gravesend)  objected  to  the  proposal  to  register  all 
assistants.  There  were  many  more  assistants  than  could  ever  obtain 
adequate  posts.  It  would  be  better  to  follow  other  professions  in 
having  articled  pupils,  as  the  greater  number  of  assistants  never  really 
intended  taking  up  librarianship  as  a  life-work.  It  was  his  belief  that 
this  would  be  the  ultimate  relationship  between  assistants  and  the 
profession.  Registration  would  raise  the  whole  tone  of  the  profession 
which  was  the  great  thing  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  H.  V.  HoPWooD  (Patent  Office)  said  he  did  not  think  voluntary 
registration  of  so  much  consequence  to  librarians  as  to  assistants.  As 
regards  qualifications,  one  found  many  a  man  sailing  as  mate  though 
possessed  of  a  captain's  certificate.  Coming  to  the  main  point — 
whether  they  were  a  profession  or  not— there  were  many  registered 
persons  in  existence  who  could  not  claim  to  be  professional  men.  If 
one  studied  voluntary  registration  it  was  only  as  an  object-lesson.  It 
did  not  lead  to  anything  if  a  man  could  put  his  name  on  and  take  it  off 
whenever  he  liked.  What  they  really  meant  by  a  registered  qualified 
librarian  was  what  was  understood  in  the  case  of  a  registered  chemist 
or  dentist.     These,  if  on  the  register,  might  practice,  not  otherwise. 
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Registration  meant  not  only  qualification,  but  qualification  for  employ- 
ment. Looking  at  the  matter  according  to  precedent,  they  need  not 
talk  about  what  they  would  like  or  what  they  would  not  like.  When 
they  came  to  real  legal  registration  the  Privy  Council  would  see  that 
every  man  in  employment  before  a  certain  date  was  registered,  whatever 
voluntary  register  had  been  in  existence  previously.  This  provision 
certainly  applied  to  patent  agents,  dentists  and  he  believed  chemists. 
In  other  industries  registers  already  existed ;  opticians  were  attempting 
to  get  registration,  and  in  all  cases  quoted  the  right  to  registration 
would  only  be  had  through  examination.  But  they  would  have  to 
wait  over  a  period  of  at  least  thirty  years  before  those  who  had  been 
registered  without  educational  qualifications,  and  in  virtue  merely  of 
their  previous  practice,  had  disappeared  from  the  list.  It  would  not 
be  enough  for  their  own  purpose  to  label  themselves ;  it  must  be  done 
legally  to  be  effectual.  He  thought  voluntary  registration  of  little  good 
unless  it  was  of  service  towards  legal  registration  in  the  future. 

Mr.  A.  Clarke  quite  agreed  with  Mr.  Hopwood  that  to  be  effectual 
registration  must  be  legal.  In  certain  professions  all  those  in  practice 
before  a  certain  date  always  stated  **  in  practice  before  such  and  such  a 
date  "  when  registering.  One  more  word  with  regard  to  the  question 
of  diplomas  for  fellowship.  The  question  would  be  raised  as  to  the 
position  of  those  librarians  who  had  been  following  the  occupation  of 
librarian  during  most  of  their  lifetime,  whose  qualifications  rested  on 
their  practical  work  solely.  How  were  they  to  be  put  on  an  equal 
footing  with  those  who  had  obtained  the  highest  diploma  ?  In  most 
professions  the  plan  followed  was  to  create  such  honorary  fellows  in 
rotation  after  so  many  years*  membership  in  consideration  for  the 
services  rendered  by  their  practical  and  administrative  work. 

The  Chairman  moved  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Prideaux  for 
his  very  able  paper.  Although  short  it  was  none  the  worse  for  that, 
and  the  length  and  nature  of  the  discussion  showed  it  had  answered 
its  purpose.  Not  only  had  the  discussion  been  long,  it  had  been 
relevant.  Only  one  speaker  had  found  it  necessary  to  go  outside  the 
scope  of  the  paper  in  order  to  find  something  to  say.  He  was  sorry  to 
find,  on  looking  through  the  very  attractive  programme  just  issued, 
that  he  would  not  be  able  to  attend  another  meeting  during  the  whole 
session,  as  the  dates  coincided  with  these  of  professional  engagements 
already  fixed.  He  would  ask  the  Hon.  Secretary  to  second  the  vote  of 
thanks. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  seconded  the  vote  oi  thanks  to  Mr.  Prideaux. 
They  had  had  an  ideal  paper,  short  but  extremely  discussable.  He 
would  like  to  say  with  regard  to  the  suggestions  that  had  been  made 
as  to  fellowship  and  associateship  being  dependent  upon  examinations, 
that  that  had  already  been  settled  by  the  charter.  It  was  exceedingly 
unlikely  that  their  charter  could  be  altered. 

In  replying  to  the  vote  of  thanks  Mr.  Prideaux  said  it  became 
clear  in  the  course  of  the  debate  that  the  number  of  volumes  in  a 
library  was  unsuitable  as  a  basis  for  the  registration  of  the  librarian. 
This  suggestion  is  therefore  withdrawn  and  the  annual  amount  ex- 
pended on  the  library  is  proposed  as  a  substitute.  It  was  also  shown 
that  assistant  librarians  in  important  libraries  should  have  a  right  to 
registration  under  the  scheme.  This  could  also  be  arranged  on  the 
basis  of  library  expenditure. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  registration  of  students,  those 
assistants  who  had  passed  any  portion  of  the  Association's  examination 
might  be  entitled  to  free  registration  on  a  Students*  Register  and  to  the 
associateship  at  half  fees. 
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The  subject  of  the  Essays  in  connection  with  the  above  examinatioQ 
will  be  announced  in  the  February  number  of  this  journal. 

Northern  Counties'  Library  Association. 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  above  Association  was  held  at  Brad- 
ford on  2oth  December  last,  by  invitation  of  the  Public  Free  Libraries 
Committee.  Among  those  present  were  the  President  (Mr.  Butler 
Wood),  Messrs.  T.  W.  Hand  (Leeds),  A.  H.  Furnish  (York),  H.  E. 
Johnston  (Gateshead,  Hon.  Secretary),  H.  Townend  (Bur}'),  M.  E. 
Hartley  and  G.  Hardy  (Bradford),  E.  Green,  H.  H.  Brook  and  F.  W.  Coe 
(Halifax),  B.  R.  Hill,  W.  H.  Gibson,  L  Briggs,  C.  J.  Zanetti  and  W.  E. 
Hurford  (Newcastle-on-Tyne),  W.  Wilson  and  T.  Hedley  (Gateshead), 
C.  Deas  (Sunderland),  R.  McLennan,  A.  Thackray,  R.  Ineson,  G. 
Wilkinson,  W.  Procter,  D.  Sharphouse,  J.  W.  Walker  and  J.  Daykin 
(Leeds),  R.  S.  Crossley  (Keighley),  W.  Spencer  (Bingley)  and  others. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  Business  Meeting  the  members 
visited  the  Public  Free  Library,  and  viewed  the  extensive  alterations 
which  had  recently  been  made  to  the  building.  On  assembling  at  the 
Town  Hall  they  were  received  by  the  Mayor  (Mr.  A.  W.  Whitehead) 
and  Alderman  J.  S.  Toothiil  (Chairman  of  the  Public  Free  Libraries 
Committee). 

In  welcoming  the  members,  His  Worship  referred  to  the  impending 
visit  of  the  Library  Association  to  Bradford  next  year,  and  expressed 
the  hope  that  he  would  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  them  again  on 
that  occasion.  The  Business  Meeting  followed,  when  the  Secretary 
reported  that  the  Council  had  accepted  with  regret  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  A.  Hair  as  Hon.  Treasurer,  and  tendered  to  him  the  cordial  thanks 
of  the  Association  for  his  services  during  the  past  two  and  a  half  years. 
They  had  elected  Mr.  J.  Walton,  Sub-Librarian,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
as  Hon.  Treasurer,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hair.  A  letter  had  been  received 
from  the  Director  of  Technical  Education  at  Carlisle,  on  behalf  of  the 
Public  Library  and  Museum  Committee,  inviting  the  Association  to  hold 
its  next  Quarterly  Meeting  in  that  city,  which  the  Council  had  cordially 
accepted.  The  report  was  adopted.  The  President  referred  to  the 
recent  appeal  made  by  the  Association  to  the  various  library  authorities 
of  the  Northern  Counties  to  pay  the  fees  of  such  members  of  their  staffs 
who  desired  to  join  the  Correspondence  Classes  of  the  Library  Associa- 
tion, and  urged  upon  assistants  the  importance  of  taking  advantage  of 
such  classes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Hand  (City  Librarian  of  Leeds) read  a  paper  upon  "The 
Public  Library  of  the  Future".  He  claimed  that  the  public  library 
must  be  in  the  future  a  greater  factor  in  educational  work  than  it  had 
been  in  the  past.  A  great  amount  of  time  had  been  spent  upon  the 
mechanical  side  of  library  work,  and  librarians  had  arrived  at  a  fairly 
satisfactory  precision  in  the  details  of  the  administration  of  their  in- 
stitution. Therefore,  it  was  well  to  look  forward,  and  to  ascertain  if 
possible  what  might  be  their  further  development.  Mr.  John  Morley 
recently  said  that  the  librarian  ought  to  be  a  man  who  read.  A  good 
many  librarians,  he  feared,  did  not  obey  that  injunction.  They  were 
rather  disposed  to  pay  attention  more  to  knowing  where  the  books  were 
and  how  to  distribute  them  than  to  knowing  what  was  within  the  books. 
The  growth  of  the  public  library  movement  in  this  country  during  the 
last  fifty  years  had  not  yet  been  fully  realised,  nor  the  benefits  and 
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possibilities  of  their  work  appreciated  as  they  should  be.  The  libraries 
in  this  country  were  behind  those  of  America  in  respect  to  the  educa- 
tional work  they  performed.  But  they  had  to  remember  that  no  other 
educational  institutions  laboured  under  the  disadvantages  which  op- 
pressed public  libraries  in  England.  As  evidence  of  these  oppres- 
sive restrictions,  he  mentioned  the  fact  that  in  the  majority  of  towns 
the  penny  rate  was  all  that  could  be  levied  for  the  maintenance  of  lib- 
raries, and  there  was  evidence  of  a  more  or  less  concerted  effort  on  the 
part  of  public  authorities  to  bring  public  libraries  into  a  similar  category 
with  business  premises  belonging  to  private  individuals  or  companies. 
They  ought,  therefore,  to  urge  upon  the  Library  Association  to  continue 
its  efforts  to  obtain  legislation  removing  the  rate  limit. 

It  was  a  great  mistake,  Mr.  Hand  continued,  to  regard  the  free 
library  as  an  institution  which  was  intended  to  be  used  simply  by  the 
poor.  It  was  paid  for  by  all  classes,  and  all  classes  by  using  it  freely 
ought  to  get  a  fair  return  for  their  money.  The  lawyer,  the  medical 
man  and  the  teacher  might  all  find  benefit.  It  would  be  a  very  good 
thing  were  the  clergy  more  given  to  reading  than  they  were.  They 
would  find  then  the  absolute  necessity  of  using  the  public  libraries  to  a 
greater  extent.  Sermons  would  not  be  as  flat  as  many  of  those  present 
to  their  sorrow  knew  them  often  to  be— addresses  from  which  every 
new  interest,  every  reference  to  the  questions  of  the  day  were  absent, 
and  in  which  every  idea,  even  the  very  expressions,  were  familiar. 
While  they  might  be  quite  correct  and  orthodox,  they  were  apt  to  be 
as  uninteresting  as  the  multiplication  table.  Mr.  Hand  went  on  to 
point  out  that  the  library  ought  to  be  the  intellectual  centre  of  the 
community,  both  for  young  and  old.  He  drew  attention  to  the  recent 
circular  of  the  Board  of  Education  suggesting  co-operation  between 
the  library  and  the  National  Home-Reading  Union,  and  suggested  that 
that  circular  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  It  was  a  recognition 
that  the  library  could  be  a  very  important  factor  in  education.  From 
the  public  libraries  had  naturally  emanated  in  many  towns,  lectures, 
science  classes,  museums,  art  galleries,  and  public  galleries  for  other 
purposes,  and  it  seemed  to  him  rather  a  waste  of  time  to  have  for  the 
many  educational  institutions  of  this  kind  so  many  separate  Governing 
Committees^  when  one  Central  Committee  could  do  the  work  equally 
effectively.  Mr.  Hand  dealt  at  considerable  length  with  the  question 
of  the  provision  of  suitable  reading  matter  for  young  people,  and  with 
the  question  of  provision  for  that  class  of  readers.  He  urged  that  the 
school  must  be  the  foundation  of  library  work.  It  was  necessary  that 
education  should  be  continued  beyond  the  school  age,  and  that  being 
so,  he  maintained  that  the  future  education  of  men  and  women  largely 
rested  upon  the  libraries.  It  was  necessary  that  libraries  and  librarians 
should  be  deeply  interested  in  the  social  questions  and  the  social  life  of 
the  times.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  twentieth  century  would  be 
largely  devoted  to  the  development  of  the  new  science  of  sociology,  and 
public  libraries  must  be  of  real  service  and  ought  to  give  special  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  by  making  comprehensive  collections  of  books,  pam- 
phlets, reports,  etc.,  relating  to  the  structure  and  the  work  of  the  social 
organisations  of  the  town.  Such  collections  might  be  an  invaluable 
contribution  to  the  history  of  the  peaceful  progress  of  humanity. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Brook  (Sub-Librarian  of  Halifax)  contributed  a  paper 
on  "  Reader's  Aids,"  in  which,  after  pointing  out  the  difficulty  which  the 
uninstructed  reader  often  experienced  in  arriving  at  the  choice  of  the 
book  which  was  necessary  for  his  purposes,  he  suggested  a  number  of 
classified  lists  which  might  be  of  assistance,  and  laid  emphasis  on  the 
necessity  that  the  librarian  should  be  approachable  and  ready  to  be 
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consulted  on  such  questions.  Mr.  Brook  touched  on  the  abnormal 
demand  for  new  novels  at  the  present  day,  and  said  that  the  knowledge 
of  this  fact  ought  to  stimulate  librarians  to  make  an  effort  to  stay  the 
mad  rush  for  new  works  of  fiction,  and  to  make  popular  the  works  of 
the  classical  authors,  such  as  Dickens,  Scott,  Thackeray,  Ainsworth  and 
others. 

Mr.  Harry  Townend  (Librarian  and  Curator  of  the  Public  Library 
and  Art  Gallery,  Bury)  followed  with  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  "  Pro- 
fessional Etiquette,"  in  the  course  of  which  he  criticised  the  practice  of 
some  Managing  Committees  of  libraries  of  disregarding  the  value  and 
indeed  absolute  necessity  of  practical  training  in  library  work  when 
appointing  men  to  the  highest  offices  of  a  library'.  He  also  dealt  in  a 
racy  way  with  the  etiquette  of  librarians  in  their  dealing  with  one 
another  and  with  the  public.  An  interesting  discussion  on  the  three 
papers  ensued. 

Subsequently  the  company  partook  of  tea  at  the  invitation  of  the 
Mayor,  and  then  paid  a  visit  to  the  Cartwright  Memorial  Hall  where 
the  President  acted  as  cicerone.  A  very  enjoyable  social  evening  was 
aften\'ards  spent  at  the  Liberal  Club,  presided  over  by  Aid.  Toothill, 
an  attractive  programme  of  music  and  readings  being  contributed  by 
Messrs.  J.  Bairstow,  R.  Rycroft,  A.  Wilman,  G.  Hardy,  H.  E.  Johnston 
and  others. 

The  proceedings  terminated  with  hearty  votes  of  thanks  to  the 
Mayor,  Aid.  Toothill  and  Mr.  Butler  Wood  for  their  hospitality. 
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'*  I  have  received  the  publication  of  the  Sound  Le.-ither  Committt:e,  Leathftfor  Librann. 
It  is  full  of  information  no  less  interesting  than  usetul.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  in  Cambridge 
have  already  begun  to  reap  the  fruit  of  their  labours.*' — Mr.  Francis  J.  H.  Jenkinsox,  m!£. 
Librarian,  University  Library,  Cambridge  (Prfsidential  Address  to  the  Library  Association 
Cambridge^  1905). 

"  The  Sound  Leather  Committee  has  undertaken  an  imp>ortant  and  arduous  task  witb  a 
determination  which,  we  are  sure,  will  ultimately  revolutionise  the  leather  industry.  The 
warnings,  addressed  primarily  to  the  librarian,  are  equally  applicable  to  users  of  upholsteiy 
leathers,  etc.  Such  leathers  are,  as  a  rule,  prepared  solely  wiih  a  view  to  their  *  finish '.  The 
remedy  is  the  adoption  of  sound  methods  of  manufacturing  leather,  and  of  honest  description 
in  the  retail  trade.  For  a  few  shillings  a  librarian  can  ascertain  from  the  Official  Analyst  to 
the  Library  Association  whether  his  leathers  are  free  from  acid  and  genuine." — Art  Workif^ 
Quarterly. 

**  Librarians  and  others  must  let  the  bookbinders  understand  that  they  know  what  good 
leather  is,  and  it  will  be  then  for  the  bookbinders  to  insist  upon  obtaining  it  from  the  maim- 
facturers." — Law  Times. 

'*  We  consider  the  volume  an  indispensable  adjunct  to  the  business  library  of  leather 
manufacturers  and  others  who  want  to  post  themselves  quickly  in  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  light  leather  section  of  the  trade." — Leather  Trades  Review. 

**The  book  should  do  much  to  dispel  some  of  that  ignorance  which  even  the  moot 
experienced  librarians  sometimes  display  in  the  choice  of  binding  leathers." — Librwy 
Assistant. 

"  To  persons  who  are  interested  in  the  formation  of  a  librar\',  which  is  intended  to  be  one 
of  a  durable  character,  the  present  book  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended." — Field, 

"The  interest  and  value  of  the  volume  is  not  confined  to  curators  of  books;  the  same 
leathers  are  used  in  upholstery,  and  their  quality  concerns  every  well-to-do  householder." — 
Glasgow  Herald. 

'*  Deserves  the  attention  of  every  one  interested  in  arresting  the  degradation  of  book- 
binding by  the  use  of  mineral  acids  in  colouring  leather,  and  by  other  trade  practiceo.** — 
Scotsman. 

*'  This  little  volume  is  in  every  way  to  be  welcomed,  and  it  is  to  be  trusted  that  it  will 
have  the  desiderated  effect  of  influencing  public  opinion  upon  a  reform  which  has  both  an 
aesthetic  and  a  utilitarian  side." — Ne^vcastle  Daily  Chronicle. 
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To  "Publishers^  Booksellers  and 
Library  Furnishers. 

Thk  attention  of  Publishers.  Booksellers  and  Library  Furnishers  is  called 
to  the  advantages  of  CbC  XtbcarVJ  addOCiatiOlt  1RCC0r^  as  an  effective 
advertising  medium. 

The  Journal,  which  is  published  rv:>;ularly  eacli  month,  is  the  oiBcial 
organ  of  The  Library  Association,  and  circulates  in  no  fewer  than  600 
libraries  up  and  down  the  country,  as  well  as  amonj^st  the  more  prominent 
book-lovers  and  collectors. 

Purnishin>;,  as  it  does,  the  transactions  of  The  Library  Association,  with 
notices  of  forthcoming  meetin.i>s,  in  addition  to  library  notes  and  news  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  it  is  eaji^erly  looked  for  and  scanned  each  month 
by  librarians,  being,  in  fact,  their  oilicial  medium  of  intercommunication. 

Not  only  does  the  1RcC0r&  circulate  in  the  United  Kingdom,  it  has  a 
much  wider  sphere  of  influence,  havin»»  -lubscribers  in  most  of  the  British 
Colonies,  as  well  as  in  the  principal  Cuuiitrii:*?  uf  Kurope. 

Our  aim  in  makin)»  this  announcesnem  is  t'>  soi^un*  a  representative  set 
of  advertisements  which  may  serve  as  ;i  I)nv».f.jry  '^i  Library  Furnishers, 
whether  in  fixtures,  statioiK-ry,  Ivxiks  •){•  ut!i;T  .{.\.\ss n  ies.  The  advantages 
of  such  a  medium  must  be  viuiti-  u:>vio?is  :.c;  ^}\  \\vv^^  w  .my  way  catering  for 
the  library.  on:!hlin^  ihi*ni.  .is  ii  Jdcs.  ri«  k  ••  p  tl-.-n'^-Ji'iv,.'^  constantly  before 
not  only  libiMri.ins.  btii  members  .ii  L.br.;:\  Cvn:^.r*.:eos  .iiid  book -col  lectors. 

No  advertisement  will  be  rec.';vevl  w.:i.  ';  ;s  sior  <-.i:i  ily  in  keeping  with 
the  charji'.  rer  oi"  the  .louinal. 
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compile  rules  for  the  use  of  librarians  only,  which  was  not  at  all  what 
they  wanted.  Mr.  Hulme,  from  his  position,  was  peculiarly  fitted  to 
say  what  was  required,  both  by  common-sense  and  the  public,  in  the 
matter  of  catalogue  rules.  His  reasons  were  sound  and  practical,  and 
his  paper  was  a  good  protest  against  those  men  of  whom  Mr.  Bond 
had  spoken,  who  wanted  to  appear  so  much  more  clever  than  their 
fellow-beings  when  they  began  to  compile  catalogue  rules.  With  re- 
gard to  family  names,  they  must  remember  that  a  catalogue  was  not  a 
genealogical  tree.  It  was  most  irritating  to  any  one  who  used  the 
British  Museum  Catalogue  to  be  driven  from  a  well-known  name,  say, 
for  instance,  "  Hunt  (Leigh)  "  to  "  Hunt  (James  Henry  Leigh)  "  because 
some  one  had  perchance  unearthed  his  baptismal  certificate  and  found 
out  that  he  had  received  at  his  birth  the  additional  names  of  James 
Henry.  By  Mr.  Hulme's  rules  the  author  would  properly  be  entered 
under  *'  Hunt  (Leigh),"  and  that  he  should  call  practical  cataloguing. 
To  use  the  heading  "  Hunt  (James  Henry  Leigh) "  he  should  call 
pedantic  cataloguing.  If  used  at  all  it  should  be  as  a  cross-reference 
only.  He  hoped  Mr.  Hulme  would  stick  to  his  guns  and  that  the 
Association  would  stick  to  Mr.  Hulme  and  see  him  through  with  these 
sound  rules.  Mr.  Hulme  was  on  the  right  tack,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  give  him  the  support  he  so  much  deserved. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Newcombe  (North  Camberwell)  said  they  must  differ- 
entiate between  the  character  of  the  library  for  which  they  were  pre- 
paring the  catalogue.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  Chairman  that  they 
must  bear  the  reader  in  mind,  and  not  prepare  the  catalogue  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  librarian.  Mr.  Hulme  had  been  talking  as  the 
librarian  of  a  scientific  library.  There  one  had  an  educated  clientele. 
He  thought  that  in  libraries  of  that  nature  one  should  prepare  catalogues 
suitable  for  the  educated  reader  and  also  prepare  them  scientifically. 
In  public  libraries  one  had  to  consider  varied  readers,  to  condense  as 
much  as  possible,  to  bear  in  mind  the  wants  of  the  man  in  the  street. 
One  had  to  use  one's  influence  for  the  best  advantage  of  one's  readers, 
to  follow  the  most  suitable  rules  according  to  the  particular  class  of 
readers  at  one's  own  library.  At  Toynbee  Hall  there  was  a  special 
section  of  books  on  economics.  He  had  prepared  a  little  bibliography 
on  totally  different  lines  from  those  he  would  have  followed  in  preparing 
one  for  a  public  library.  One  must,  as  far  as  possible,  go  on  these  two 
principles.  If  one  had  before  one  an  educated  reader  he  would  under- 
stand and  enjoy  the  privilege  of  as  full  a  description  as  is  given  on  the 
American  cards.  Well  and  good.  But  for  the  man  in  the  street  one 
must  proceed  on  simpler  lines  and  make  one's  catalogue  as  simple  as 
possible. 

Mr.  Hulme  said  that  at  the  meetings  of  the  Catalogue  Rules  Com- 
mittee the  points  raised  in  his  paper  had  been  discussed,  but  his  views  had 
found  little  support.  At  Newcastle  he  had  found  himself  in  a  minority 
of  one.  He  had  therefore  determined  to  appeal  to  the  wider  constitu- 
ency, and  to  do  all  he  could  to  prevent  these  rules  being  accepted  by  the- 
Association.  Had  he  been  Secretary  of  the  Catalogue  Rules  Committee 
he  could  not  have  read  that  paper  to-night. 

Mr.  H.  Bond  (Woolwich)  announced  that  the  next  meeting  would' 
be  held  on  the  15th  January  at  the  National  Art  Library.  It  was  an 
unusual  privilege  to  be  allowed  to  meet  there.  The  use  of  the  Lecture 
Theatre  had  been  specially  granted  by  the  Education  Department,  and 
he  hoped  that  the  Association  would  turn  up  at  South  Kensington  in* 
good  numbers. 
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Professional  Examination,  1906. 

The  Professional  Examination  for  1906  will  be  held  on  yth-iith  May 
inclusive.  Centres  will  be  arranged  to  suit  the  convenience  of  candidates  and 
^will  be  announced  in  due  course. 

Monday,  7TH  May. — Morning :  Section  i.    Literary  History.    Afternoon : 

Section  2.    Bibliography. 
Tuesday,  8th  May. — Section  3.    Classification,  Practical  and  Theoretical. 
Wednesday,  qth  May. — Section  4.  Cataloguing,  Practical  and  Theoretical. 
Thursday,  ioth  May. — Section  5.    Library  History  and  Organisation, 

two  papers. 
Friday,  iith  May. — Section  6.     Practical  Library  Administration. 

The  Board  of  Examiners  have  set  the  following  as  subjects  for  the  essays : — 

Section  i  (Literary  History). — "Essay  on  Charles  Lamb,"  or  "A  com- 
parison between  English  literature  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the 
nineteenth  century". 

Section  2  (Bibliography). — *'  A  bibliography  of  Charles  Lamb  and  selected 
criticisms." 

Section  3  (Classification). — "The  objects  of  a  subject  classification  of 
books,  to  be  illustrated  by  any  one  scheme." 

Section  4  (Cataloguing). — "  The  use  and  abuse  of  annotation." 

Section  5  (Library  History). — "  Regulations  affecting  the  loan  of  books  in 
libraries." 

Section  6  (Practical  Library  Administration). — '*  The  children's  department 
in  municipal  libraries." 

Intending  students,  who  are  reminded  that  there  is  no  entrance  fee,  are 
required  to  send  in  their  names  to  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Education 
Committee,  Whitcomb  House,  Whitcomb  Street,  Pall  Mall  East,  London, 
S.W.,  on  or  before  Saturday,  3i8t  March,  1906.  Copies  of  the  detailed  syllabus, 
together  with  the  examination  questions  set  in  1905  may  be  obtained  upon 
application. 
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LAW. 

All  questions  should  be  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Solicitor  of  the  Association^ 
H,  W.  Fovargue,  Esq,,  Town  Hallj  Eastbourne,  who  will  send  replies  direct 
Jo  correspondents,  on  the  understanding  that  both  questions  and  answers  will  be 
published  in  The  Library  Association  Record. 

Power  of  District  Council  to  Forbid  a  Special  Meeting  of  a 
Library  Committee. 

61.  Question, — The  Library  Committee  having  had  all  the  powers 
of  the  Public  Libraries  Act  delegated  to  them  by  resolution  of  the 
District  Council,  has  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  power  to  forbid  a 
-special  meeting  of  the  Library  Committee  being  held,  it  having  been 
resolved  to  hold  such  special  meeting  by  an  unanimous  resolution  of 
the  Library  Committee  ? 

Answer. — No. 

Issuing  of  Library  Committee  Notices. 

62.  Question. — Who  is  the  proper  person  to  issue  notices  of  Library 
Committee  meetings,  the  librarian  or  the  clerk  to  the  Council  ? 

Answer. — There  is  no  point  of  law  involved  in  this  question,  it  is 
purely  a  matter  of  custom.  I  should  say  usually  the  clerk  to  the 
Council   calls  the  meetings  of  all  the  Committees,  but  the  practice 
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Advertisement-Strips  for  Blocking-out  Betting  News. 

63.  Question. — The  authority  here  block  out  all  betting  news  horn 
the  papers  supplied  to  the  newsrooms,  and  as  we  use  long  strips  of 
white  paper  for  this  purpose,  advertisements  from  local  tradesmen  have 
been  procured  for  these  strips.  When  canvassing  for  these  I  promised 
those  tradesmen  who  advertised  to  use  seven  strips  with  their  par- 
ticular advertisement  thereon  every  day.  Just  now  there  is  a  dearth 
of  betting  news,  this  being  a  slack  time  in  the  racing  world,  and  to 
utilise  the  strips  as  promised  some  of  them  have  been  placed  over 
other  advertisements  in  the  various  papers.  I  have  had  a  complaint 
from  a  large  firm  respecting  the  same. 

Seeing  that  the  paper  or  papers  are  our  own  property,  are  we 
liable  ?     I  take  it  we  can  do  what  we  like  with  them. 

Answer, — Your  authority  is  quite  at  liberty  to  act  as  it  has  in  re- 
lation to  the  newspapers  it  purchases. 

Carrying  Forward  of  Unexpended  Balances. 

64.  Question. — I  understand  that  the  Local  Government  Board  haa 
decided  that  any  unexpended  balances  of  the  library  income  may  be 
carried  forward  to  the  next  year's  library  account.  Will  you  kindly 
let  me  know  if  this  is  so,  and  also  what  date  the  decision  was  made  ? 
Is  it  possible  to  obtain  a  copy  of  such  a  decision  ? 

Answer, — The  Local  Government  Board,  on  appeal,  decided  that 
current  balances  could  be  carried  forward.  You  will  find  the  decision 
reported  in  volume  Iviii.  of  The  Justice  of  the  Peace^  page  207,  31st  March^ 
1894. 

Mutilation  of  Newspapers. 

65.  Question, — We  have  just  had  two  cases  of  wilful  mutilation  of 
newspapers  in  the  public  newsroom,  and  as  the  evidence  is  very  clear 
it  is  proposed  to  prosecute  in  each  case,  but  our  authorities  are  not 
quite  clear  which  Act  the  prosecution  should  be  under,  in  order  to 
secure  a  summary  conviction.  We  have  no  bye-laws  in  connection 
with  the  library,  but  I  have  advised  that  proceedings  be  taken  under 
the  Malicious  Damage  Act  of  1861,  sect.  39.  They  tell  me,  however, 
that  a  prosecution  under  that  section  must  go  before  Quarter  Sessions 
and  cannot  be  dealt  with  summarily.  If  you  will  advise  me  in  the 
matter  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged.  I  should  like  you  to  quote  two  or 
three  precedents  if  possible. 

Answer. — Persons  charged  under  the  Malicious  Injuries  to  Pro- 
perty Act,  1861,  sect.  39,  can  only  be  dealt  with  by  Quarter  Sessions ; 
of  course  the  case  would  go  before  the  local  justices  in  the  first 
instance,  but  I  see  no  reason  why  proceedings  should  not  be  taken 
under  this  section  if  you  have  a  bad  case.  You  can,  in  the  alternative^ 
take  proceedings  in  the  County  Court  to  recover  the  value  of  the 
newspapers,  etc.,  damaged.  I  find  the  Chelsea  library  authority 
obtained  a  conviction  of  a  reader  for  pulling  a  leaf  from  a  magazine  ; 
he  was  fined  £2  and  costs,  together  with  the  value  of  the  book.  I  do 
not  know  whether  summary  proceedings  were  taken,  but  I  have  no 
doubt  the  librarian  would  tell  you.  Similar  proceedings  have  been 
taken  in  Manchester,  Wolverhampton,  Chester  and  Liverpool. 

I  do  not  think  you  could  make  a  bye-law  for  wilful  injury  to  news- 
papers, as  that  is  already  dealt  with  by  law,  but  you  could  make  a  bye- 
law  against  careless  or  negligent  injury. 

Assessment  of  Public  Libraries. 

66.  Question, — If  you  refer  to  the  Times  of  14th  November,  you  will 
find  a  paragraph  relating  to  the  assessment  of  public  libraries.  This 
refers  to  the  decision  given  against  the  Liverpool  Corporation  in  respect 
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of  a  public  library  of  theirs,  thereby  deciding  that  those  institutions 
are  not  exempt  from  the  payment  of  rates  and  taxes  under  the  Friendly 
Society's  Act  of  1843.  There  are  many  public  libraries  in  this  country 
to-day  that  have  in  the  past  been  granted  exemption  under  the  Societ/s 
Act  above-mentioned,  and  as  you  will  see  by  this  paragraph,  the  Local 
Government  Committees  of  the  London  County  Council  have  recom- 
mended that  the  London  Assessment  Committees,  in  the  event  of  no 
appeal  being  made,  or  of  such  an  appeal  being  unsuccessful,  should 
bring  all  libraries  within  their  respective  districts  into  rating. 

Will  this  rule  apply  to  provincial  towns  and  districts,  and  will  it  in 
future  be  useless  for  newly  established  libraries  to  apply  for  exemption 
under  the  Act  heretofore  mentioned  ? 

Could  you  also  inform  me  whether  there  is  any  Act  which  allows 
of  such  properties  being  rated  at  a  nominal  value  on  account  of  the 
rate  limitation  ? 

Answer, — The  fact  that  the  library  has  the  certificate  of  the  Regis- 
trar of  Friendly  Societies  exempting  the  library  from  rating  under  the 
Literary  and  Scientific  Institutions  Act  does  not  bind  the  Overseers, 
Assessment  Committee  or  Quarter  Sessions.  It  might  induce  the 
Assessment  Committee  not  to  rate  the  library,  but  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  them  from  rating  the  building,  and  in  view  of  the  decision  in 
the  Liverpool  case,  it  is  probable  that  the  rating  would  be  upheld.  The 
rule  applies  in  the  Provinces,  the  same  as  in  London.  There  is  no  Act 
allowing  such  properties  to  be  rated  at  a  nominal  value :  the  matter  is 
one  in  the  first  instance  for  the  Overseers  and  Assessment  Committees. 

You  ask  for  my  views :  I  expressed  them  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Library  Association,  viz,,  that  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the 
library  authorities  did  not  combine  with  a  view  to  carrying  the  Liver- 
pool case  to  the  Court  of  Appeal,  especially  in  view  of  the  handsome 
offer  made  by  Liverpool  guaranteeing  to  contribute  £100  towards  the 
expenses.  The  time  for  giving  notice  has,  I  believe,  expired,  and  the 
only  course  now  will  be  for  some  authority  which  is  rated,  and  especi- 
ally one  that  has  a  certificate  of  exemption,  to  make  it  a  test  case,  and 
get  the  support  of  other  library  authorities  with  a  view  to  its  being 
carried  to  the  Court  of  Appeal  at  least. 

6j.  Question, — As  you  anticipated  in  your  remarks  at  the  Cambridge 
Meeting,  the  refusal  of  Liverpool  to  appeal  to  a  higher  court  on  the 
liability  of  libraries  to  be  assessed  for  local  rates  has  already  had  a 
damaging  effect  on  the  libraries  of  this  district.  We  have  appealed 
against  the  assessment  of  a  part  of  this  library,  and  it  seemed  likely 
that  we  should  be  successful — the  matter  having  been  left  in  abeyance 
for  six  months ;  but  since  the  decision  of  the  judge  at  Liverpool,  the 
question  has  taken  an  unfortunate  turn,  and  the  rate  has  been  confirmed. 
Not  content  with  assessing  part  of  the  building,  the  Overseers  have 
determined  to  increase  the  assessment  to  a  sum  which  means  ruination 
to  the  library. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  any  steps  have  been  taken,  or  are  to  be 
taken,  by  the  Association.  The  outlook  is  a  very  serious  one  for  small 
libraries.  Some  members  of  my  Committee  suggest  taking  the  matter 
into  Court,  but  this,  in  our  case,  is  impossible. 

We  have,  of  course,  the  Registrar's  certificate,  but  in  view  of  the 
Liverpool  decision  this  is  useless  for  local  rates. 

The  only  course  which  we  can  adopt  is  to  ask  the  authorities  to 
excuse  us  on  the  ground  of  poverty.     Can  you  advise  me  how  to  act  ? 

Answer, — I  understand  the  time  for  appealing  against  the  decision 
in  the  Liverpool  case  has  expired,  and  the  Liverpool  authorities  do  not 
intend  to  proceed  further  with  it.  I  think  this  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
but  it  is  due  to  the  apathy  of.  library  authorities  generally.  I  think 
your  only  plan  is  to  appeal  to  the  Assessment  Committee  to  take  a 
lenient  view  of  your  case. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Library  Association  Record. 

Gentlemen, 

May  I  bring  before  the  notice  of  your  readers  the  now  prevail- 
ing and  unsatisfactory  practice  of  Library  Committees  with  regard  to 
the  expenses  of  their  "  Selected  Candidates  '*. 

It  is  a  common  belief  that  Library  Committees,  when  appointing 
new  members  of  their  library  staff,  are  willing  to  pay  all  reasonable 
expenses  incurred  by  their  selected  candidates ;  facts,  however,  seem 
to  show  that  they  have  made  a  rule  to  pay  nothing  more  than  "  third- 
class  railway  fare  to  and  from  the  place  of  meeting  ".  Whilst  this  may 
be  satisfactory  enough  to  "local  candidates,"  it  can  hardly  be  con- 
sidered fair  to  those  who,  having  many  miles  to  travel,  are  put  to  the 
additional  expense  of  taking  their  meals  (and  perhaps  also  of  staying 
over-night)  at  an  hotel.  I,  myself,  have  had  to  travel  the  greater  part 
of  a  day  in  order  to  appear  before  a  Selection  Committee  which  met  in 
the  evening.  It  was  too  late  when  business  was  concluded  for  me  to 
return  home  at  such  a  distance.  The  fact  that  I  had  to  pay  hotel 
prices  for  meals  and  then  stay  over-night  in  a  city  where  I  was  a 
complete  stranger  could  not  be  considered,  I  was  told.  The  Committee 
could  only  pay  the  cost  of  third-class  railway  fare,  nothing  more. 
When  I  returned  home  I  was  the  loser  by  some  nine  or  ten  shillings ; 
or,  about  one-third  of  a  week's  wage  to  the  average  library  assistant !  This 
is  not  an  isolated  nor  an  extreme  case,  as  many  of  your  readers 
can,  no  doubt,  testify.  Librarians  and  assistants,  as  a  class,  are  not 
given  to  high  and  extravagant  living ;  and  it  would  make  but  a  trifling 
difference  to  Library  Committees  if  they  were  to  pay  all  the  necessary 
expenses  of  their  selected  candidates.  This  I  am  sure  they  would 
willingly  do  if  the  subject  were  brought  under  their  notice  in  a  proper 
manner ;  and  I  would  appeal  to  chief  librarians,  who  at  any  time  may 
be  about  to  appoint  new  members  of  their  staff,  to  use  their  influence 
with  their  Committees,  and  obtain,  if  possible,  for  the  selected  a  more 
just  consideration  in  the  matter  of  expense. 

H.  E. 
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'*  I  have  received  the  publication  of  the  Sound  Leather  Committee,  Leather  for  Lihranm^ 
It  is  full  of  information  no  less  interesting  than  useful.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  in  Cambridge 
have  already  begun  to  reap  the  fruit  of  their  labours." — Mr.  Francis  J.  H.  Jbnkinson,  MJL» 
Librarian,  University  Library,  Cambridge  {Presidential  Address  to  the  Library  AssodaiioHt 
Cambridge,  1905). 

*'  The  Sound  Leather  Committee  has  undertaken  an  important  and  arduous  task  with  a 
determination  which,  we  are  sure,  will  ultimately  revolutionise  the  leather  industry.  The 
warnings,  addressed  primarily  to  the  librarian,  are  equally  applicable  to  users  of  upholitaj 
leathers,  etc.  Such  leathers  are,  as  a  rule,  prepared  solely  with  a  view  to  their  '  finish '.  The 
remedy  is  the  adoption  of  sound  methods  of  manufacturing  leather,  and  of  honest  descriptioo  « 
in  the  retail  trade.  For  a  few  shillings  a  librarian  can  ascertain  from  the  Official  Anaiygt  to 
the  Library  Association  whether  his  leathers  are  free  from  acid  and  genuine.'* — Art  Wark§n^ 
Quarterly, 

"  Librarians  and  others  must  let  the  bookbinders  understand  that  they  know  what  good 
leather  is,  and  it  will  be  then  for  the  bookbinders  to  insist  upon  obtaining  it  from  the  mana- 
facturers.'* — Law  Times. 

*'  We  consider  the  volume  an  indispensable  adjunct  to  the  business  library  of  leather 
manufacturers  and  others  who  want  to  post  themselves  quickly  in  a  matter  of  g^reat  impor- 
tance to  the  light  leather  section  of  the  trade." — Leather  Trades  Review, 

'*The  book  should  do  much  to  dispel  some  of  that  ignorance  which  even  the  moii 
experienced  librarians  sometimes  display  in  the  choice  of  binding  leathers.** — Librawy 
Assistant, 

*'  To  persons  who  are  interested  in  the  formation  of  a  library,  which  is  intended  to  be  one 
of  a  durable  character,  the  present  book  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended.'* — Fi£ld, 

'*The  interest  and  value  of  the  volume  is  not  confined  to  curators  of  books;  the  same 
leathers  are  used  in  upholstery,  and  their  quality  concerns  every  well-to-do  householder.** — 
Glasgow  Herald. 

"  Deserves  the  attention  of  every  one  interested  in  arresting  the  degradation  of  book- 
binding by  the  use  of  mineral  acids  in  colouring  leather,  and  by  other  trade  practioea.**— > 
Scotsman. 

**  This  little  volume  is  in  every  way  to  be  welcomed,  and  it  is  to  be  trusted  that  it  will 
have  the  desiderated  eifect  of  influencing  public  opinion  upon  a  reform  which  has  both  aa 
KSthetic  and  a  utilitarian  side." — Newcastle  Daily  Chronicle, 
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To  "Publishers^  Booksellers  and 
Library  Furnishers. 

Tin-  attention  of  I^ublishers.  Booksellers  and  Library  Furnishers  is  called 
to  the  advantAi»es  of  CbC  XlDiarVJ  Bil^^OCtatiOll  1ReC0r^  as  an  effective 
advertising  medium. 

The  Journal,  which  is  published  roi^ularly  each  month,  is  the  official 
organ  of  The  Library  Association,  and  circulates  in  no  fewer  than  600 
libraries  up  and  down  the  country,  as  well  as  amongst  the  more  prominent 
book-lovers  and  collectors. 

Furnishing,  as  it  does,  the  transactions  of  The  Library  Association,  with 
notices  of  forthcoming  meetings,  in  addition  to  library  notes  and  news  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  it  is  eagerly  looked  for  and  scanned  each  month 
by  librarians,  being,  in  fact,  their  official  medium  of  intercommunication. 

Not  only  does  the  IRcCOtd  circulate  in  the  United  Kingdom,  it  has  a 
much  wider  sphere  of  influence,  having  subscribers  in  most  of  the  British 
Colonics,  as  well  as  in  the  principal  Countries  of  Europe, 

Our  aim  in  making  this  announcement  is  to  secure  a  representative  set 
of  advertisements  which  may  serve  as  a  Directory  of  Library  Furnishers, 
whether  in  fixtures,  stationery,  books  or  other  accessories.  The  advantages 
of  such  a  medium  must  be  quite  obvious  to  all  firms  in  any  way  catering  for 
the  library,  enabling  them,  as  it  does,  to  keep  themselves  constantly  before 
not  only  librarians,  but  members  of  Library  Committees  and  book-collectors* 

No  advertisement  will  be  received  which  is  not  strictly  in  keeping  with 
the  character  of  the  Journal. 
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LIBRARY  BINDERIES.^ 

By  E.  R.  Norris  Mathews,  F.R.Hist.S.,  Librarian, 
Bristol  Public  Libraries. 

IN  the  first  consideration  of  the  subject,  so  essentially  and 
primarily  a  matter  of  library  economy,  one  turns  to  the 
pages  of  Mr.  J.  D.  Brown's  Manual  as  a  never-failing  source 
of  refreshment  and  counsel,  and  there,  under  the  sub-heading 
of  "  Home  Binding,"  Mr.  Brown  presents  in  terse,  compre- 
hensive form  a  few  facts.  He  says:  "The  question  of 
establishing  a  book-binding  plant,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ducting binding  on  the  library  premises,  is  one  which  only 
affects  the  large  libraries  of  the  country,"  and  adds  that 
"  comparatively  few  libraries  in  Britain  have  enough  of 
new  binding  or  repairing  work  in  a  year  to  justify  the 
expense  of  bu3dng  appliances  and  materials,  or  paying  for 
the  necessary  expert  staff  which  would  be  required  ".  ''  On 
the  other  hand,"  he  says,  "  very  large  towns  with  a  number 
of  branch  libraries  may  find  it  both  economical  and  advan- 
tageous to  establish  binderies,  if  not  for  extensive  operations 

^  Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Library  Association  at  Cambridge, 
a3rd  August,  1905. 
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in  the  binding  of  books,  at  least  for  their  repair  and  re-casing." 
Mr.  MacAlister  in  his  '*  Notes  on  Binding  "  read  at  the  Fifth 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Library  Association,  went  further 
than  this,  giving  his  opinion  that  to  do  one's  own  binding, 
even  on  a  small  scale,  is  thoroughly  practicable ;  and  he 
impressed  upon  the  members  the  importance  of  making 
this  plan  the  rule  instead  of  the  exception.  I  cannot, 
however,  offer  any  opinion  as  to  the  home  binding  question 
in  small  libraries,  as  the  city  of  Bristol  certainly  comes 
under  the  category  of  one  of  the  "  very  large  towns  with 
a  number  of  branch  libraries,"  but  I  can  in  the  fullest  sense, 
from  my  own  experience,  endorse  the  suggestion  that  it  is 
both  economical  and  advantageous  to  establish  a  bindery ; 
and  the  libraries  which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent 
afford  ample  illustration  of  the  advantages  thereby  to  be 
obtained. 

We  have  at  Bristol  a  Central  and  Branch  Libraries,  the 
old  Central  dating  its  foundation  to  the  year  1613,  and 
containing  an  historic  collection  of  ancient  folios  and 
quartos,  including  a  goodly  number  of  incunabula  and 
early  sixteenth-century  books.  Its  modem  development 
embraces  six  large  new  district  libraries  and  three  smaller 
ones,  the  larger  hitherto  out-growing  in  some  respects  the 
parent  institution.  The  serious  problem,  which  doubtless 
years  back  had  long  been  existing,  of  having  to  contend 
with  heavy  arrears  of  binding  work,  and  the  restoration  of 
the  ancient  bindings,  pressed  heavily  upon  the  management ; 
and  the  insufficient  income  derivable  from  the  miserably 
inadequate  penny  rate  gave  little  hope  for  a  way  out  of 
the  difficulty.  The  work  to  a  small  extent  had  been  gallantly 
forwarded  some  years  previously  to  my  appointment 
in  1893,  by  utilizing  a  spare  room  at  the  North  District 
Branch,  when  the  services  of  one  man  were  secured,  chiefly 
for  the  repairs  and  re-casing  of  the  books  in  circulation. 
At  that  time  books  in  the  general  collection  were  occasion- 
ally sent  to  local  tradesmen  to  be  re-bound,  but  the  bindings 
of  the  reference  and  other  valuable  books  remained  in  need 
of  special  and  immediate  attention.  I  was  encouraged, 
therefore,  with  the  idea  of  economy  and  general  conveni- 
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ence,  to  develop  this  department  so  far  as  to  provide  two 
additional  assistants,  with  sufficient  machinery  and  plant 
to  go  on  with.  Leather  warehouses  were  called  upon  and 
samples  of  the  most  suitable  materials  were  secured,  the 
work  being  most  satisfactorily  continued  until  the  opening 
of  a  new  district  library  for  Bristol  North,  when  special 
provision  was  made  in  the  proposed  plans  for  an  enlarged 
bindery  department.  This,  it  was  decided,  should  adjoin 
the  new  library  but  built  apart  from  the  building  in  order 
to  avoid  risk  of  fire,  with  an  area  of  400  or  500  square  feet, 
and  the  necessary  equipment  of  a  modern  binding  workshop. 
It  has  answered  the  purpose  admirably,  and  will  doubtless 
do  so  for  some  years  to  come. 

The  result  of  a  year's  work  ending  31st  March  last 
shows  that  with  one  practical  binder  and  two  sewers,  there 
were  2,864  volumes  re-bound  in  leather  or  cloth,  including 
special  binding  for  the  local  collection,  and  2,271  volumes 
were  repaired  or  re-cased.  In  addition  to  which  early 
printed  books,  involving  much  care  and  labour,  were  re- 
stored to  the  extent  of  41  folio  volumes,  making  a  grand 
total  of  5,176  volumes.  The  cost  of  binding  materials 
during  the  same  period  amounted  to  a  sum  of  £28  13s.  3d., 
which,  with  the  cost  of  wages  and  sundries,  brought  the 
total  cost  to  the  sum  of  £207  7s.  4d.,  and  represents  the 
binding  for  the  whole  of  the  libraries,  exclusive  only  of 
newspaper  and  periodical  volumes,  and  specifications  of 
patents.  The  net  cost  of  this,  working  out  to  a  little 
over  gd.  per  volume,  including  the  restoration  of  the  special 
bindings.  Books  needing  very  slight  repairs,  such  as  secur- 
ing loose  pages  or  guarding  plates,  are  done  by  the  ordinary 
staff  at  each  library,  while  at  the  Central  the  staff,  at 
stock-taking  time,  once  a  year,  carefully  clean  and  polish 
the  restored  bindings  of  the  more  valuable  books. 

In  connection  with  the  forthcoming  opening  of  our  new 
Central  Library  (which  has  been  built  under  the  bequest  of 
£50,000  JFrom  the  late  Mr.  Vincent  Stuckey  Lean),  the  entire 
collection  of  the  Museum  Reference  Library,  numbering 
some  40,000  volumes,  will  be  amalgamated  with  the  Central 
Library  collections  from  King  Street,  and  in  anticipation 
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of  increased  demands  upon  the  work  of  the  binding  de- 
partment in  consequence  of  this,  a  second  practical  book- 
binder for  forwarding  work  has  been  added,  the  staff  now 
consisting  of  a  head  binder  at  38s.  per  week,  a  second  at 
28s.,  and  two  female  sewers  at  14s.  each.  The  machinery 
and  plant  has  been  purchased  for  the  most  part  at  second- 
hand prices,  and,  I  may  say,  at  a  cost  not  above  £50, 
including  guillotine,  standing  press,  laying  presses,  brass 
types,  fillets,  rolls,  sewing  presses,  necessary  tools,  furni- 
ture, etc. 

In  the  library  binding  of  the  past,  whole  and  half  calf 
leather  was  long  favoured,  especially  amongst  the  reference 
books,  and  in  consequence  we  have  experienced  the  destruc- 
tive effect  of  gas  and  bad  ventilation  upon  books  so  dealt 
with.  The  old  adage  **  There  is  nothing  like  leather  "  one 
perhaps  ought  not  to  apply  to  calf,  which  is  really  the  most 
brittle  and  inconsistent  of  all  leathers,  and  more  readily 
shows  scratches  or  stains.  Out  of  every  hundred  in  this 
binding  there  will  not  remain  ten  volumes  which  have  not 
had  to  be  re-bound  or  re-backed  after  the  lapse  of  a  few 
decades.  Very  forcible  experience  of  this  is  brought  home 
to  us  at  Bristol  with  the  large  collection  of  books  which 
are  about  to  be  removed  from  the  Museum  building.  A 
considerable  number  of  these  are  in  old-fashioned  eighteenth 
century  and  early  Victorian  calf  bindings,  which  will  have 
to  be  restored  and  re-bound  to  the  extent  of  some  thousands 
of  volumes. 

True  economy  lies  in  employing  the  best  description  of 
binding  in  the  first  place.  My  experience  has  been  that 
morocco,  pig-skin  and  stout  roan  have  the  advantage  over 
others  for  reference  and  higher  class  books,  while  morocco, 
buckram  and  canvas  cloths  may  be  largely  drawn  upon  for 
general  work  and  repairs,  as  well  as  for  certain  books  which 
are  rarely  consulted  in  the  reference  library.  We  have 
learned  to  avoid  the  many  imitations  of  good  leather,  such 
as  Persian  and  tanned  sheep-skins,  which  have  not  been 
found  suitable  for  the  purpose.  In  the  old  collection  at  our 
King  Street  Library  there  are  some  fine  examples  of  ancient 
continental   binding  carefully  restored.      We  are,  I   fear, 
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unable  to  boast  of  any  remarkable  rarities  there,  but  I  may 
remark  en  passant  that  I  have  heard  of  a  library  connected 
with  the  legal  profession  possessing  some  volumes  bound 
in  human  skin,  which,  it  is  said,  was  taken  from  the  bodies 
of  local  criminals  after  execution  and  specially  tanned  for 
the  purpose.  Doubtless  one  thinks  the  "  tanning  "  process 
should  have  been  the  first  and  only  one  in  connection  with 
the  afiTair.  There  is,  I  know,  in  the  library  of  the  Bristol 
Royal  Infirmary  a  book  in  similar  gruesome  binding.  We 
may  wonder  at  such  eccentricities  to-day  when  we  have 
somehow  come  to  regard  and  to  treat  our  books  almost  as 
human  beings,  in  fact,  better  in  some  instances,  I  am  afraid, 
than  some  living  human  beings  are  treated. 

While  touching  on  the  subject  of  material,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  need  inflict  any  opinion  of  mine  in  regard  to  colour 
except  that  I  have  a  preference  for  **  red,"  especially  in 
morocco,  which  brightens  the  shelves  and  certainly  retains 
its  colour  more  permanently  than  any  other.  One  is  thus 
reminded  of  the  story  of  the  librarian  who,  describing  the 
binding  condition  of  the  books  in  his  library  as  being  mostly 
red,  was  met  by  the  reply  that  it  was  sincerely  to  be  hoped 
they  were. 

I  cannot  raise  the  question  of  comparison  with  trade 
binding — that,  I  feel,  will  be  much  more  adequately  dealt 
with  in  the  paper  which  will  follow  this ;  and  in  regard  to 
the  extent  to  which  **  Home  Binding"  is  at  present  carried 
on  in  other  libraries,  I  am  unable  to  say  much ;  but  by  the 
courtesy  of  Mr.  Lawton,  of  Hull,  who  collected  a  quantity 
of  information  on  the  subject,  I  find  that  out  of  the  forty- 
seven  libraries  from  whom  he  made  inquiries,  it  appears  that 
only  twelve  at  the  present  time  employ  book-binders  on 
the  premises.  Amongst  these  Portsmouth  and  Hull  make 
a  very  large  provision,  both  of  whom  strongly  recommend 
the  system  of  home  binding  in  regard  to  economy,  Hull 
binding  5,063  volumes  in  a  year  at  a  cost  of  £525  3s. 
Derby  also  employs  a  man  primarily  for  repairs  who  fills 
in  his  time  with  binding,  and  thus  2,375  volumes  are  dealt 
with  there  in  one  year  at  a  cost  of  £166  13s.  iid.,  Mr. 
Crowther  recommending  the  best  work  to  be  done  on  the 
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premises.  Sheffield  employs  a  man,  a  boy  and  one  female 
assistant  for  repairs,  and  binding  the  patent  specifications ; 
and  Aberdeen,  Croydon,  Edinburgh,  Manchester,  Norwich, 
Nottingham  and  Sunderland  each  employ  one  or  two  men 
for  repairs.  At  Swansea,  where  the  return  is  given  as  only 
592  volumes  in  the  year,  it  is  stated  the  home  bindery  has 
not  proved  economical.  Mr.  Lawton  is  in  favour  of  using 
the  best  materials  obtainable,  and  on  this  point  I  agree 
with  him.  For  the  reference  library  he  claims  a  preference 
for  cape  morocco  or  levant-grained  seal,  and  for  the  lending 
library  books,  principally  seal.  He  adds  :  "  The  main,  if  not 
the  sole  reason  why  a  library  should  do  its  own  book-binding, 
is  that  it  may  secure  the  best  work  at  a  reasonable  rate  ". 
He  also  advances  the  opinion  that  "not  only  is  it  true 
economy  but  a  great  advantage  to  establish  a  bindery,  and 
have  the  binding  done  under  the  immediate  supervision  of 
the  librarian  ". 

Mr.  Cyril  Davenport  in  his  valuable  contribution 
Leather  for  Libraries  refers  to  the  saving  of  expense  in 
having  a  skilled  book-binder  on  the  library  staff.  He  says : 
**  If  any  library  is  able  to  afford  it,  there  is  no  question 
but  that  a  large  saving  would  be  effected,  both  in  money 
and  efficiency,  if  it  would  set  up  a  small  bindery  of  its 
own  ". 

From  long  experience  I  am  able  to  thoroughly  endorse 
the  opinions  I  have  quoted  as  to  the  general  utility  and 
economy  of  "  Home  Binderies,"  and  especially  of  the  ad- 
vantage and  necessity  of  the  work  being  done  under  the 
immediate  control  and  supervision  of  the  librarian  and  his 
staff. 


SUNDAY  OPENING  OF  FREE  LIBRARIES.^ 

By  a.  Capbl  Shaw,  Librarian,  Birmingham  Public 
Libraries. 

THE  question  whether  free  libraries  should  be  opened 
on  Sundays  is  one  that  has  been  much  debated  in 
days  gone  by,  and  the  question  has  not  always  been  dis- 
cussed with  that  academic  calm  which  is  so  desirable  to 
right  understanding. 

The  opponents  of  such  a  course  have  brought  to  bear  on 
its  advocates  all  the  weapons  in  their  armoury.  They  have 
fulminated  against  them  as  Sabbath-breakers  and  destroyers 
of  the  almost  idyllic  charm  of  the  English  Sabbath.  To 
listen  to  them  one  would  almost  imagine  that  the  English 
Sunday  was  a  season  of  celestial  peace,  that  only  the  sound 
of  church  bells  and  the  hymns  of  devout  worshippers  broke 
the  sacred  silence  of  a  day  devoted  universally  to  worship 
and  thanksgiving ;  that  the  whole  population  was  absorbed 
in  meditation  or  in  religious  service,  and  that  to  open  a 
library  so  that  people  might  come  there  to  read,  was  to 
introduce  a  discordant  element  which  could  not  but  destroy 
the  sacred  character  of  the  day,  and  open  the  gates  to  all 
manner  of  irreligion  and  iniquity. 

Churchmen  and  dissenters  alike  for  once  laid  down  the 
weapons  with  which  they  were  belabouring  one  another,  and 
united  in  a  combined  attack  on  this  sacrilegious  host  which 
they  feared  threatened  to  overthrow  them  both. 

Sunday  school  teachers  and  young  men  connected  with 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  who  probably  from 


1  Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Library  Association  at  Cambridge, 
24th  August,  Z905. 
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their  own  experience  knew  nothing  whatever  about  a  Con- 
tinental Sunday,  declaimed  in  strident  tones  against  the 
introduction  of  the  Continental  Sunday  into  England ;  the 
papers  bore  their  usual  crop  of  anonymous  letters,  in  which 
"Believer,'*  "  Anti-Continentalism,"  "Stand  fast  for  the 
Truth,"  "English  Sunday"  and  others  of  like  nature  de- 
nounced the  supporters  of  the  proposition  in  no  measured 
terms,  and  sheltering  themselves  behind  their  anonymity 
poured  out  the  vials  of  sacred  wrath  upon  their  opponents, 
and  endeavoured  to  prove  that  England  would  no  longer  be 
England  if  so  iniquitous  a  proposition  were  carried,  but  would 
speedily  become  like  the  Cities  of  the  Plain. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  advocates  of  the  change  were  not 
backward  in  reply,  but  vigorously  retorted  on  their  opponents 
with  charges  of  bigotry  and  narrow-mindedness  till  the  very 
air  was  full  with  the  dust  of  their  controversy.  And  so  the 
battle  raged  with  varying  success. 

In  one  place  the  advocates  of  the  movement  triumphed, 
in  another  they  were  utterly  routed  and  put  to  flight,  and 
paeans  of  victory  from  both  sides  rent  the  air. 

In  places  where  the  advocates  of  Sunday  opening  were 
successful,  so  jubilant  were  they  and  so  ecstatic  were 
their  prognostications  of  good  results  that  in  the  words  of 
Birdofredum  Sawin, 

It  did  positively  seem  as  if 
Millanyum  were  a-comin' ; 

while  in  places  where  they  were  defeated  their  opponents 
were  equally  jubilant  over  the  destruction  of  the  hosts  of 
darkness. 

In  Birmingham  this  battle  was  fought  out  more  than 
thirty  years  ago. 

The  question  was  raised  in  January,  1872,  by  an  applica- 
tion from  the  Free  Libraries  Committee  to  the  Council  for 
permission  to  open  the  Reference  Library  and  the  Art  Gallery 
on  Sunday  afternoons  and  evenings. 

This  proposal  was  strongly  opposed  by  the  Lord's  Day 
Defence  Association  and  the  religious  bodies  of  the  town 
generally.  The  secretaries  of  the  Association  wrote  to  the 
Mayor  requesting  that  a  deputation  might  be  permitted  to 
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attend  the  Council  and  present  memorials  against  the  pro- 
posed opening  of  the  reference  library  on  Sunday,  and 
address  the  Council  in  favour  of  their  prayer.  So  strong 
was  the  public  feeling  that  the  Council  decided  to  receive 
the  deputation,  which  was  accordingly  admitted. 

Memorials  from  nearly  all  the  churches  and  chapels  in 
the  town  were  presented,  and  speeches  in  support  of  them 
delivered. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Council  many  memorials 
in  favour  of  Sunday  opening  were  presented,  some  of  the 
more  important  being  from  bodies  of  artisans;  and  the 
question  was  definitely  settled  in  April,  1872,  when  after 
a  lengthy  debate  in  the  Council  the  motion  for  opening  the 
reference  library  was  carried  without  a  division. 

As  far  as  I  know  no  attempt  has  ever  been  made  to  re- 
verse this  decision,  and  from  that  day  till  the  present  time 
the  reference  library  in  Birmingham  has  been  regularly 
opened  on  Sundays  from  3  till  9  p.m. 

From  the  first  the  privilege  thus  granted  has  been 
greatly  appreciated,  and  apart  from  the  fluctuations  to 
which  the  issues  in  all  libraries  are  subject  the  issue  has 
steadily  increased.  In  1873  the  average  issue  on  Sundays 
was  273,  in  1883  the  issue  had  grown  to  588,  in  1893  it 
was  424,  and  in  1903-4  it  had  increased  to  1,002. 

This  large  increase  is  due  in  part  to  a  change  which  was 
made  in  1902. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1901  the  reference  library 
began  to  be  thronged  with  crowds  of  boys  who  came  to  see 
the  bound  volumes  of  illustrated  papers.  They  came  in 
continually  increasing  numbers  till  they  almost  monopo- 
lised that  portion  of  the  library  where  such  papers  are 
kept  to  the  exclusion  of  older  readers. 

After  this  had  gone  on  for  some  little  time  and  the 
pressure  showed  no  signs  of  growing  less,  I  laid  the  matter 
before  the  Committee,  and  recommended  that  the  wing  of 
the  lending  library  should  be  thrown  open  on  Sunday  for 
the  use  of  boys. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  this  suggestion,  and  the  plan 
was  put  into  operation  at  once. 
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A  sufficient  supply  of  papers  is  obtained  from  the  illus- 
trated papers  and  boys'  magazines  which  come  off  the 
tables  in  the  various  lending  libraries. 

The  experiment  was  immediately  successful,  and  boys 
in  large  numbers  crowded  into  the  room,  the  issue  frequently 
being  as  large  as  five  or  six  hundred  volumes. 

It  is  not  contended  that  they  do  very  much  reading; 
they  are  in  the  main  at  that  stage  of  their  education  when 
pictures  appeal  to  them  more  than  the  printed  page,  but  to 
put  it  at  the  lowest  point  they  are  certainly  better  employed 
in  quietly  looking  through  the  magazines,  than  they  would 
be  in  running  and  shouting  about  the  streets. 

The  readers  in  the  reference  library  on  Sundays  do  not 
differ  very  materially  from  the  readers  on  week  days.  There 
are,  however,  certain  differences  which  it  may  be  interesting 
to  note.  Students  pure  and  simple,  who  come  day  after 
day  to  study,  are  not  present  in  such  large  numbers  on 
Sundays.  This  is  natural ;  study  is  their  work  which  they 
carry  on  every  day  in  the  week  and  Sunday  is  their  day  of 
rest.  Lady  readers  too  are  not  so  numerous  on  Sundays. 
On  the  other  hand,  artisans  are  more  numerous  in  proportion 
than  on  week  days,  and  the  same  is  true  of  shopmen  and 
others  whose  evenings  are  in  the  main  occupied  in  business. 
I  should  have  been  glad  to  furnish  accurate  statistics  of 
occupation,  but  as  these  are  no  longer  kept  in  the  reference 
library  I  can  only  speak  in  general  terms. 

A  comparison  of  the  issue  on  Sunday  with  the  week-day 
issues  bears  out  this  inference,  and  reveals  somewhat  curious 
differences.  For  example,  taking  the  year  1903-4,  the  issue 
of  theology  on  week  days  is  about  3  per  cent,  of  the  total 
issue ;  the  issue  on  Sundays  does  not  form  much  more  than 
i  per  cent,  of  the  total.  This  is  easily  accounted  for;  the 
chief  readers  of  theology  would,  I  suppose,  on  Sundays  be 
getting  their  mental  sustenance  from  other  sources,  namely, 
from  their  pastors  in  the  churches,  or  would  be  engaged 
themselves  in  disseminating  theological  teaching  to  the 
children  in  the  Sunday  schools. 

The  issue  in  Arts,  Sciences  and  Natural  History  on  week 
days  was  about  12  per  cent,  of  the  total ;  on  Sundays  it  was 
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only  5  per  cent.,  which  bears  out  my  statement  that  students 
are  not  so  numerous. 

The  issue  in  History,  Biography,  Voyages  and  Travels 
on  week  days  was  about  16  per  cent,  of  the  total,  while  on 
Sundays  these  classes  furnished  no  less  than  46  per  cent,  of 
the  whole. 

Bound  volumes  of  Periodicals  on  week  days  accounted 
for  3  per  cent,  of  the  issue,  but  on  Sundays  no  less  than  12 
per  cent,  of  the  total  was  obtained  from  this  class. 

Not  only  is  the  proportion  in  this  class  greater,  but  as 
a  matter  of  fact  the  actual  number  of  volumes  of  periodicals 
issued  on  the  fifty-two  Sundays  of  1903-4  was  about  2,500 
more  than  the  number  issued  during  the  rest  of  the  year. 

Taken  altogether  these  figures,  I  think,  tend  to  show 
that  the  reading  on  Sundays  is  of  a  more  recreative  and  less 
studious  character  than  in  the  week. 

If  this  is  regarded  by  any  one  as  an  unsatisfactory  result, 
if  it  is  seized  upon  by  the  opponents  of  Sunday  opening  as 
an  evidence  of  failure,  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  helped.  I  am 
not  myself  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  unsatisfactory,  or  in  any 
way  an  indication  that  the  opening  of  free  libraries  on  Sunday 
has  proved  a  failure.  It  could  only  be  that  if  the  cultivation 
of  serious  students  was  the  sole  purpose  for  which  libraries 
existed,  if  they  were  regarded  as  educational  institutions 
pure  and  simple. 

I  do  not  wish  to  decry  their  educational  value ;  in  the 
great  system  of  national  education  they  have  their  place, 
and  a  worthy  and  an  honourable  place  it  is,  but  this  is  by 
no  means  the  whole  of  their  work ;  and  paradoxical  though 
it  may  seem,  and  strange  as  such  a  statement  may  sound,  I 
personally  do  not  think  that  education,  as  generally  under- 
stood, is  their  highest,  their  noblest  work. 

When  a  man  has  acquired  the  art  of  reading,  so  that 
the  writings  of  the  great  masters  of  thought  lie  open  before 
him,  it  surely  is  not  solely  for  the  sake  of  information  that 
he  consults  these  authors.  It  is  for  something  far  other,  I 
venture  to  say  for  something  far  better,  than  the  mere 
acquisition  of  knowledge,  that  we  read  the  great  tragedies 
of  "  Hamlet "  and  "  Lear,"  that  we  listen  to  the  rolling  organ 
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music  of  "  Paradise   Lost,"   that   we   soar  with    Shelley's 
"Skylark"  into  the  deep  blue  heaven  above  us. 

It  is  not  solely  for  information  that  we  follow  the 
wonderful  drama  of  human  life  unfolded  to  us  in  the  pages 
of  Gibbon's  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  the 
histories  of  Herodotus,  Thucydides  and  Livy,  or  the  mar- 
vellous march  of  the  Ten  Thousand  described  in  Xenophon's 
Anabasis. 

It  is  not  simply  because  they  are  instructive  that  men 
read  with  delight  the  essays  of  Montaigne,  Bacon  or  Charles 
Lamb. 

Boswell's  Life  of  Johnson,  Forster's  Life  of  Dickens, 
Southey's  Life  of  Nelson  and  other  great  biographies  appeal 
to  us,  not  merely  because  they  add  to  the  sum  total  of  our 
knowledge,  but  because  in  them  we  are  brought  face  to  face 
with  men  whom  we  admire  and  love. 

If,  then,  the  libraries  on  Sundays  enable  numbers  of  our 
fellow-citizens  to  become  acquainted  with  books  such  as 
these,  they  are  fulfilling  a  lofty  mission,  and  doing  a  noble 
work,  even  though  students  as  such  are  conspicuous  by 
their  absence. 

But  it  may  be  said,  probably  will  be  said,  by  those  who 
oppose  the  opening  of  free  libraries  on  Sundays  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  readers  do  not  seek  such  works  as 
these,  but  content  themselves  with  the  lighter  works  that 
the  libraries  contain,  such  as  the  magazines,  and  it  will  be 
darkly  hinted  that  some  of  them  at  least  confine  themselves 
to  the  reading  of  fiction. 

Well,  I  can  only  say  in  the  words  of  the  poet : — 
If  it  be  so,  so  be  it. 

Granted  that  many  of  the  readers  will  confine  themselves 
to  the  periodicals,  and  that  some  of  them  even  will  be  found 
revelling  in  the  pages  of  Scott,  Thackeray,  Dickens  and 
other  great  masters  of  fiction,  I  go  on  to  ask  where  is  the 
mighty  mischief  if  they  do. 

The  argumentum  ad  hominem  is  perhaps  no  sufficient 
argument,  but  it  is  not  altogether  out  of  place  to  ask  the 
gentlemen  who  are  filled  with  such  pious  horror  at  the 
thought  of  a  clerk  or  working  man  reading  such  works  in 
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the  public  library  on  Sunday,  whether  in  the  quiet  retire- 
ment of  their  own  comfortable  rooms  they  do  not  occa- 
sionally solace  themselves  with  the  writings  of  our  great 
novelists. 

Think  for  a  moment  of  the  toilsome,  monotonous  life  they 
lead,  a  life  which  in  many  cases  is  wearing  and  narrowing 
in  the  extreme. 

Owing  to  the  application  of  the  principle  of  the  sub- 
division of  labour  a  man's  work  tends  to  become  more  and 
more  monotonous.  The  variety  and  help  which  come  from 
a  change  of  work  are  denied  him.  He  spends  his  days 
perhaps  in  the  casting  of  long  columns  of  figures,  in  throw- 
ing a  shuttle  to  and  fro,  in  turning  a  lathe,  or  in  some  one 
branch  of  the  work  to  which  chance  has  chained  him.  An 
illustration  of  this  occurs  to  me.  I  once  visited  the  paper 
mills  at  Laverstoke,  where  the  Bank  of  England  notepaper 
is  made.  It  was  very  interesting,  but  the  one  thing  that 
lingers  in  my  memory  most  is  the  figure  of  a  man  who 
stood  over  a  vat  containing  a  quantity  of  pulp. 

Into  this  with  slow  rhythmic  motion  he  dipped  a  sieve,  and 
lifting  it  out  placed  it  with  its  contents  on  a  slab  beside  him. 

The  whole  process  occupied,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect, 
about  two  minutes,  and  I  was  told  that  he  had  been  doing 
this  day  in  and  day  out  for  twenty-seven  years ! 

It  is  a  good  many  years  now  since  I  saw  him,  and  I 
have  forgotten  all  the  details  of  paper-making  as  shown  me 
then,  but  I  still  in  quiet  moments  occasionally  see  that  pale 
pulp  dipper  at  his  monotonous  work. 

And  there  are  many  like  him  whose  work  is  deadly  in  its 
numbing  influence  on  the  mind. 

If  such  men  as  he  do  come  to  the  library  on  Sunday, 
what  wonder  is  it  that  they  seek  refreshment  in  the  writings 
of  the  great  masters  of  imagination. 

Chained  to  the  earth  on  week  days  by  their  daily  toil, 
why  should  they  not  on  Sunday  be  lifted  out  of  themselves 
and  wander  toil-free  in  the  imaginative  realms  of  fiction. 

That  fiction  can  thus  lift  men  out  of  themselves  is 
beautifully  expressed  in  Bret  Harte's  poem  ''  Dickens  in 
Camp  " :— 
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The  roaring  camp  fire  with  rude  humour,  painted 

The  ruddy  tints  of  health 
On  haggard  face  and  form  that  drooped  and  fainted 

In  the  fierce  race  for  wealth. 

Till  one  arose,  and  from  his  pack's  scant  treasure 

A  hoarded  volume  drew. 
And  cards  were  dropped  from  hands  of  listless  leisure 

To  hear  the  tale  anew. 

And  then  while  round  them  shadows  gathered  faster, 

And  as  the  firelight  fell, 
He  read  aloud  the  book  wherein  the  Master 

Had  writ  of  "Little  Nell". 

The  fir-trees  gathering  closer  in  the  shadows, 

Listened  in  every  spray, 
While  the  whole  camp  with  "  Nell "  on  English  meadows, 

Wandered  and  lost  their  way. 

And  so  in  mountain  solitudes — o'ertaken 

As  by  some  spell  divine— 
Their  cares  dropped  from  them  like  the  needles  shaken 

From  out  the  gusty  pine. 

What  Bret  Harte  so  exquisitely  describes  as  happening 
in  a  rough  miners'  camp  will  also  happen  in  the  case  of 
men  toil-worn  and  weary  who  come  on  Sundays  to  the 
libraries  even  if  they  do  confine  themselves  to  fiction. 

In  their  case  too,  as  they  come  under  the  enchanter's 
wand,  will  their  cares  drop  from  them  and  their  troubles 
for  a  season  pass  away. 

I  ought  perhaps  to  say  that  in  the  Birmingham  Re- 
ference Library  current  fiction,  except  such  as  is  to  be  found 
in  the  periodicals,  is  not  admitted.  The  only  other  fiction 
available  is  that  of  the  great  masters  of  the  art,  the  fiction 
that  has  become  classic. 

When  we  remember  the  kind  of  homes  in  which  some  of 
our  fellow-citizens  live,  when  we  remember  too  the  numbers 
of  young  men  away  from  home  influences  who  are  resident 
in  great  cities,  it  seems  to  me  that  libraries  in  providing 
them  on  Sundays  with  a  place  to  read  in,  and  books  to 
read,  are  doing  what  may  well  be  called  a  noble  work. 

So  far  I  have  been  dealing  with  the  questioa  as  a  matter 
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of  principle,  and  you  will  have  gathered  from  my  paper  that 
I  cordially  approve  of  the  principle  of  opening  public  libraries 
on  Sundays  ;  but  after  all  this  is  not  the  whole  question,  nor 
am  I  prepared  to  say  that  every  free  library  should  im- 
mediately proceed  to  open  its  doors  on  Sundays. 

The  question  to  be  considered  is  not  now  so  much  "  Is 
it  right "  or  "  Is  it  wrong,"  but  is  the  use  likely  to  be  made 
of  the  library  on  Sunday  commensurate  with  its  cost.  That 
is,  the  question  has  now  become  one  of  utility,  like  the 
opening  of  a  library  at  all  in  a  town  which  does  not  already 
possess  one,  or  like  the  opening  of  branches  in  a  town 
where  a  public  library  already  exists. 

The  question  cannot  be  decided  ex  cathedrd  either  way, 
it  must  be  settled  in  accordance  with  the  circumstances  of 
the  town  where  it  is  desired  to  try  the  experiment.  It  is 
one  of  those  subjects  where  abstract  right  and  expediency 
are  not  always  on  the  same  side. 

In  small  towns,  where  the  proceeds  of  the  rate  are  not 
sufl&cient  for  the  upkeep  of  the  library  in  the  week  satis- 
factorily, where  the  absolutely  necessary  maintenance  ex- 
.  penses  absorb  so  large  a  part  of  the  income  that  but  little 
remains  for  the  purchase  of  books,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
the  gain  obtained  as  the  result  of  opening  the  library  on 
Sunday  would  compensate  for  the  inevitable  lessening  of  its 
usefulness  in  some  direction  or  other  during  the  week. 

In  the  case  of  a  library  whose  resources  are  already 
absorbed  to  the  last  penny,  it  would  be  unwise  to  incur  the 
additional  expense  entailed  by  Sunday  opening. 

A  month's  holiday  at  the  seaside  may  be  a  very  good 
thing  in  itself,  and  very  desirable,  but  no  man  would  be 
justified  in  taking  it  if  it  involved  putting  his  family  on 
short  commons  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  after  all  this  is  a  question 
of  pounds,  shillings  and  pence. 

You  cannot  open  your  library  on  Sunday  without  in- 
curring some  amount  of  additional  cost. 

There  will  be  additional  light  and  additional  fire  in  the 
winter,  and  there  will  also  be  additional  expense  for 
cleaning. 
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Some  sort  of  a  staff  too  will  be  necessary  to  attend  to 
the  readers,  and  the  members  of  this  staff  must  be  paid 
either  in  money  or  in  time,  for  I  presume  no  Committee 
would  seriously  entertain  the  proposal  to  make  the  ordinary 
staff  work  seven  days  a  week. 

In  Birmingham  we  employ  a  staff  of  five  Jews,  who  are 
paid  in  money,  under  the  direction  of  one  of  the  senior 
officers  of  the  week-day  staffs  who  is  paid  in  time. 

This  is  possibly  the  most  economical  arrangement  that 
could  be  made. 

The  cost  of  the  Jewish  staff  varies  according  to  the 
length  of  time  the  members  have  been  in  our  service,  but 
it  seldom  exceeds  a  guinea  a  Sunday.  I  imagine,  however, 
that  ^50  a  year  would  be  a  very  burdensome  addition  to  the 
expenses  of  a  limited  income. 

If  four  or  five  of  the  week-day  staff  were  employed  and 
paid  in  time,  the  staff  would  require  to  be  considerably 
enlarged  to  give  the  necessary  relief,  or  the  public  would 
suffer  from  lack  of  attention  in  the  week  and  the  cost  would 
be  as  great  as,  or  greater,  than  the  cost  of  the  Jewish  staffl 

All  these  points  require  consideration  before  the  question 
can  be  settled,  and  in  some  cases  it  will  certainly  be  found 
wise  to  refrain  from  opening  the  library  on  Sundays. 
Fortunately,  however,  I  think  the  places  where  it  is  most 
likely  to  be  found  desirable  to  keep  the  libraries  shut  on 
Sundays  are  just  the  places  where  they  are  the  least 
needed.  I  refer  more  especially  to  some  of  the  smaller 
provincial  towns. 

They  certainly  have  not,  as  a  rule,  a  sufficient  income  to 
warrant  the  expense  of  Sunday  opening,  but  on  the  other 
hand,  the  conditions  of  life  are  not  so  exacting,  and  the 
people  who  would  benefit  by  Sunday  opening  are  not  so 
numerous  relatively  as  in  larger  centres.  In  all  great 
centres  of  population  Sunday  opening  is  desirable,  and  the 
library  is  scarcely  doing  its  full  work  unless  some  such 
provision  is  made. 
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plates.    3q/-  net.  621.31 

Reviewed,  Electrical  Review,  2nd  Sept.,  1904,  p.  373. 

Mardcfaal  (Henri).  Les  chemins  de  fer  ^lectriques.  Paris:  B^ranger.  8vo, 
603  pp.,  516  figs.  621.33 

Abbott  (Arthur  Vaughan).  Electrical  transmission  of  energy :  a  manual  for  the 
design  of  electrical  circuits.  4th  ed.  London :  Lockwood.  8vo,  706  pp. 
30/-  net.  621.34 

Andmews  (L.).  Electricity  control.  Treatise  on  electric  switchgear  and  sys- 
tems of  electric  transmission.  London:  Griffin.  8vo,  248  pp.,  illus.  12/6 
net.  621.34 

Reviewed,  Electrical  Review,  9th  June,  1903,  p.  927. 

62Z.4  AIR,  GAS  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  MOTORS. 

Bamn  (  ).  Die  Verwertung  des  Koksofengases  insbesondere  seine  Verwen- 
dung  zum  Gasmotorenbetricbe.  [Sonderabdruck  aus  **  GlUckauf,"  Jahrg. 
1904.1    Berlin  :  Springer.     8vo,  128  pp.,  go  figs.,  5  plates.     M.  4.    (£11.43. 

ICardiis  (Lucien  Ren^  Andrd  Edmond).  Les  moteurs  k  essence  pour  automo- 
biles.    Paris:  Dunod.     8vo,  479  pp.,  231  figs.     15  frs.  621.43 

Witz  (Aim^  Marie  Joseph).  Traits  .  .  .  des  moteurs  k  gaz  et  k  p6trole.  4^  6d. 
Tome  ii.     Paris :  Bernard.    8vo,  630  pp.,  438  figs.    30  frs.  the  2  vols. 

621.43 
Tome  i.  published  1903. 

621.6  BLOWING,  ETC.,  ENGINES. 

lanes  (Chas.  H.).  The  fan,  including  the  theory  and  practice  of  centrifugal 
and  axial  fans.  Manchester:  Technical  Publishing  Co.  8vo,  258  pp.,  156' 
figs.    4/-  net.  621.6 

Reviewed,  Enginuring,  9th  June,  1905,  p.  727. 

621.86-87  HOISTS,  CONVEYORS,  CRANES,  ETC. 

Bnhle  (M.).  Technische  Hiilfsmittel  zur  Beforderung,  etc.,  von  Sammelkorpern. 
Theil  ii.     Berlin  :  Springer.     Fol.,  217  pp.,  551  figs.,  10  plates.     M.  20. 

621.86. 
•  Theil  i.  (1901)  is  now  out  of  print.    Theil  ii.  reviewed,  Engineer,  5th  Aug.,  1904,  p.  136. 

Home  Office.  Report  on  the  construction,  arrangement  and  fencing  of  hoists 
and  teagles  by  W.  S.  Smith.  London:  Eyre  &  Spottiswoode.  Fol.,  30 
pp.,  41  plates.    5/6.  621.86 

Mmm  (Edward  Chas.  Robt.).  Construction  of  cranes  and  other  lifting 
machinery.  3rd  ed.  Manchester:  Technical  Publishing  Co.  8vo.,  268 
pp.,  illus.    3/6  net.  621.87 

ParU  i.-ii.  equal  2nd  ed.    Part  iii.  is  new  matter. 

621.9  MACHINE  TOOLS. 

Woodworth  (Joseph  V.).  American  tool-making  and  interchangeable  manu- 
facturing.    London:  Spon.    8vo,  536  pp.,  601  figs,    lyl- net.  621.9 
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Evaiit  (J.  H.^.  Ornamental  turning :  a  work  of  practical  instruction  in  the  art. 
Vols,  ii.-iii.    Londrni:  Q.  Pitman.    178  +  176  pp.,  illus.    5/6  mt  each  vol. 

621.94 
VoL  i.  pubUthed  2903.    Practically  a  cheap  reiasue  of  1889  z  toI.  edition. 

622  MINING  ENGINEERING. 

Broofffa  (Bennett  Hooper).    Treatise  on  mine-surveying,    zith.  ed.    London: 

Griffin.    8vo,  388  pp.,  illus.    JlCnet.  622.14 

zoth  ed.  poblished  1903. 
RidEard  (Thos.  Arthur).    Ths  sampling  and  estimation  of  ore  in  a  mine* 

London :  Engineering  and  Mining  yaumal.    8vo,  222  pp.,  illus.    8/6  net, 

622.x 
Poster  (Sir  Clement  Le  Neve,).    Text-book  of  ore  and  stone  mining.    5^1  ed. 

London :  Griffin.    8vo,  792  pp.,  illus.    54/-.  622.3 

4th  ed.  published  1902. 
Habets  (Alfred).    Cours   d'exploitation    des  mines.    Tome  ii.      Paris:    Le 

Soudier.    8vo,  651  pp.,  380  figs.  622.2 

Tome  i.  pnbliahed  1902. 

623  MILITARY  AND  NAVAL. 

Hime  (Henry  Wm.  Lovett).  Gunpowder  and  ammunition,  their  origin  and 
progress.    London  :  Longmans.    8vo,  264  pp.    9/-  net,  623.4 

Contains  the  first  satisfactory  solution  of  Roger  Bacon's  chaps,  ix.-x.,  and  of  the  anagram 
in  chap  xi.  of  the  D$  Stcrttis. 

Attwood  (E.  L.).  Warships,  text-book  on  construction,  protection,  stability, 
turning,  etc.,  of  war  vessels.  London  :  Longmans.  8vo,  308  pp.,  diagrams 
10/6  net.  63^9 

Reviewed,  Engineer,  Z4th  Nov.,  Z9Q4,  p.  363. 

624  BRIDGES  AND  ROOFS. 

Lilly  (W.  E.).  Design  of  plate  girders.  London:  Chapman  &  Hall.  8vo, 
140  pp.    yl6net.  624.2 

625  RAILROAD  AND  ROAD  ENGINEERING. 

Allen  (A.  Taylor).  New  streets,  laying  out  and  making  up.  London  :  Sanitary 
Publishing  Co.    8vo,  176  pp.    3/-  net.  ^5*7 

Reviewed,  Builder,  28th  Jan.,  1905,  p.  96. 

626.8  IRRIGATION. 

Strange  (W.  L.).  Indian  storage  reservoirs  with  earthen  dams.  London : 
Spon.    8vo.    Zll^net.  626.8 

Reviewed,  Engineer,  3rd  June,  1904,  p.  s6a 

627  RIVER,  HARBOUR,  ETC.,  ENGINEERING. 

Ci]iiiiin|4iam  (B.).  A  treatise  on  the  principles  of  dock  engineering.  London  * 
Griffin.    8vo,  578  pp.,  569  illus.    30/-  net,  627*3 

Reviewed,  Engimering,  12th  Aug.,  1904,  p.  906. 

626  SANITARY  ENGINEERING. 

Erlwein  (Georg).  Ueber  Trinkwasserreinigung  durch  Ozon  und  Ozonwasser- 
werke.    Leipzig :  Leineweber.    8vo,  35  pp.,  18  figs.     M.  3.  626.16 

Barwise  (Sidney).  Purification  of  sewage.  2nd  ed.  With  appendix  on  analysis 
of  sewage  and  sewage  effluents.  London :  Lockwood.  8vo,  234  pp.,  illus. 
zo/6  net,  626.3 

Reviewed,  Builder,  ist  Oct.,  Z904,  p.  34a 

Dibdin  (Wm.  Joseph).  Recent  improvements  in  methods  for  bacterial  treat- 
ment of  sewage.  Description  of  the  author*s  multiple-surface  bacteria  beds, 
giving  double  usual  working  capacity,  with  aerobic  action  throughout. 
London:  Sanitary  Publishing  Co.    8vo,  sewed,  32  pp.,  i  plate,    ij^net. 

Reviewed,  Builder,  4th  June,  Z904,  p.  6iz. 
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Fourth  report  of  Royal  Commission  on  sewage  disposal.  Vols. 
L-ii. :  Pollution  of  tidal  waters,  with  special  reference  to  the  contamination 
oi  shell  fish,  6/zoi.  Vol.  iii. :  Report  by  Dr.  Houston  on  bacteriological 
investigations,  zo/za  Vol.  iv. :  Land  treatment  ot  sewage.  Part  i.  General 
report  (diagrams),  5/9.  Part  ii.  Chemical  report,  by  G.  McGowan  (diagrams), 
9/7.  Part  iii. :  Bacteriological  report,  by  A.  C.  Houston,  appendices  (plates, 
diagrams),  5/3.  Part  iv. :  Engineering  and  practical  report,  by  G.  B.  Ker- 
shaw, appendices  (plans,  diagrams),  zz/-.  Part  v. :  Report  on  methods  of 
chemical  analysis  as  appli^  to  sewage  and  sewage  effluents,  by  G. 
McGowan,  R.  B.  Floris  and  R.  S.  Finlow,  appendices,  yd.  London :  Eyre 
&  Spottiswoode.  626.3 

Goodricti  (Walter  Francis).  Refuse  disposal  and  power  production.  London  : 
Constable.    8vo,  399  pp.,  98  figs.    z6/-  net.  628.44 

Reviewed,  Bnginurif^,  sth  May.  1905,  p.  366. 

Rambonsek  (Josef).  Luftverunreinigung  und  Ventilation  mit  des  Rucksicht 
auf  Industrie  und  Gewerbe.  Wien  :  Hartleben.  8vo,  272  pp.,  48  figs., 
z  plate.    M.  6.  628.8 

630.39  AGRICULTURE. 

Lenistrdm  (Karl  Selim).  Electricity  in  agriculture  and  horticulture.  London : 
Electrician,    8vo,  76  pp.,  10  figs.,  i  plate.     3/6  net,  63O 

Wilooz  (Barley  Vernon)  and  Smith  (C.  B.).  Farmer^s  cyclopedia  of  agriculture 
in  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  London :  Kegan  Paul.  8vo,  643  pp.,  477  figs. 
15/-  net.  630.3 

Baaed  on  U.S.  Experiment  Sution  work.    Reviewed,  Field,  agth  Oct.,  1904,  p.  756. 

Board  of  Agriculture.  Report  on  the  cultivation  and  drying  of  chicory  in  Great 
Britain  and  Belgium,  by  [R.  F.  Crawford].  London  :  Eyre  &  Spottiswoode. 
8vo,  31  pp.    2d.  633 

Ferguson  (John).  All  about  the  cocoa-nut  palm.  3rd  ed.  Colombo :  Fergu- 
son.   8vo,  290  pp.,  I  plate.  633 

Zicaliotti  (A.).  Record  of  cigarette  industry.  London :  Cigar  and  Tobacco 
World.    8vo.     il-net.  633 

Wdr  (H.).  Our  poultry,  and  all  about  them.  Their  varieties,  habits,  mating, 
breeding,  selection  and  management  for  pleasure  and  profit.  Vol.  ii. 
London  :  Hutchinson.    4to,  388  pp.,  illus.     14/-  net,  636.S 

Vol.  i.  pnblithed  1903. 

Board  of  Agriculture.  Minutes  of  evidence  to  the  final  report  of  departmental 
committee,  upon  the  desirability  of  regulations  for  sale  of  butter  (adultera- 
tion, analysis,  etc.),  with  appendices,  diagrams  and  index.  London :  Eyre 
&  Spottiswoode.    7/5.  637 

Interim  report,  1903,  353  pp.,  a/i  1.    Final  report,  1903,  38  pp.,  3d. 

Lez6  (R.).  Les  industries  du  lait.  2e  6d,  Paris:  Firmin  Didot.  8vo,  704 
pp.,  118  figs.    6  frs.  637 

640-649  DOMESTIC  ECONOMY. 

Bradbury  (Fred.).  Carpet  manuDacture.  Treating  of  Brussels,  Wilton  tapestry, 
Axminster,  Chenille  Ax,  Kidderminster,  Scotch  and  Ingrain  carpets.  Hali- 
fax: Author  (Langdale  House,  Halifax).    8vo,  300  pp.,  250  figs,     zo/-  net. 

^5 
Haslnck  (Paul  Nooncree).    Upholstery.    London  :  Cassell.    8vo,  160  pp.,  illus. 

_     I/-.  64s 

Rankui  (Margaret  Cuthbert).  A  manual  of  the  science  of  laundry  work.  Lon- 
don :  Blackie.    8vo,  140  pp.     z/6.  648 

654  TELEGRAPHY,  TELEPHONY. 

MaTer(Wm.).  Wireless  telegraphy ;  theory  and  practice.  New  York:  Maver 
Publishing  Co.    8vo,  211  pp.,  123  figs.    $2.  654 

Abbott  (Arthur  Vaughan).  Telephony.  A  manual  of  the  design,  construction 
and  operation  of  telephone  exchanges.  Part  v. :  The  sub-station.  New 
York:  McGraw  Publishing  Co.    490  pp.,  310  figs.    $1.50.  ^54*6 

Parts  i.-iv.  published  1903.    Part  vi.,  383  pp.,  169  figs,  issned  1903.    Subscription  price  for 
■ct,$«. 
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Herbert  (T.  E.).  Telephone  system  of  British  post  office.  Practical  hand- 
book. 3rd  ed.  London  :  Whittaker.  8vo,  230  pp.,  illus.  3/6.  654.6 
azid  ed.  pnblished  190X. 

655  PRINTING. 

Jacobi  (Chas.  Thos.).  Printing :  Practical  treatise  on  the  art  of  typography  as 
applied  more  particularly  to  printing  of  books.  3rd  ed.  London :  Bell. 
8vo,  434  pp.    7/6.  65s 

Thompson  (John  b.).  History  of  the  composing  machine.  .  .  .  Also  lists  of 
patents,  .  .  .  American  and  British,  chronologically  arranged.  Chicago : 
Inland  Printer.    8vo,  200  pp.,  72  figs.    $3.  655.26 

660-668  CHEMICAL  TECHNOLOGY. 

Lewes  (Vivian  Byam).  Service  chemistry :  short  manual  of  chemistry  and  its 
applications  in  naval  and  military  services.  Rev.  ed.  London :  H.  Glashier. 
8vo,  574  pp.     15/-.  662.2 

Hausdingf  (A.).  Handbuch  der  Torfgewinnung  und  Torfverwertung.  2te  Aufl. 
Berlin:  Parey.     8vo,  513  pp.,  151  figs.     M.  15.  662.6 

Leavitt  (Thos.  H.).  Facts  about  peat,  peat  fuel  and  peat  coke.  Boston: 
Lee  &  Shepard.    8vo,  115  pp.,  to  plates.  662.6 

Thenius  (Georg).  Die  technische  Verwertung  des  Torfes,  und  seiner  Destilla- 
tions-Produkte.     Wien:  Hartleben.    8vo,  451  pp.,  78  figs.     M.  6.      662.6 

Simmersbach  (Oscar).  The  chemistry  of  coke.  Founded  on  the  *'  Grundlagen 
der  Koks-Chemie ".  Enl.  ed.  by  W.  Carrick  Anderson.  London :  Simp- 
kin.     8vo,  210  pp.    5/-  net,  662.7 

1  St  ed.  published  1899.    Reviewed,  Colliery  Guardian,  24th  June,  1904.  p.  1356. 
Brannt  (Wm.  Theodore).    A  practical  treatise  on  distillation  and  rectification 

of  adcohol.     2nd  ed.    London :  Sampson,  Low.    8vo,  460  pp.,  105  figs 
2Z/-  net,  663.1 

Collin  (Eugene)  and  Perrot  (£.).  Les  r^sidus  industriels  de  la  fabrication  des 
huUes  et  essences  utilises  par  I'ag^iculture  comme  aliments  et  comme 
eng^ais.     Paris:  Joanin  et  Uie.    8vo,  310  pp.,  93  figs.  665 

Lewkowitsch  (J.).    Chemical  technology  and  analysis  of  oils,  fats  and  waxes. 

2  vols.    3rd  ed.     London:  Macmillan.    8vo,  1164  pp.,  88  figs.     36/-  net, 

665 
and  ed.  published  1898. 

Thompson  (A.  Beeby).  Oil  fields  of  Russia  and  Russian  petroleum  industry ; 
a  practical  handbook  on  exploration,  exploitation  aild  management  of 
Russian  oil  properties;  including  notes  on  the  origin  of  petroleum  in 
Russia,  a  description  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  liquid  fuel,  etc  Lon- 
don :  Lockwood.    8vo,  522  pp.,  99  figs,  and  maps.    65/-  net.  665.5 

Butterfield  (Wm.  John  Atkinson).  Chemistry  of  gas  manufacture.  3rd  ed. 
Vol.  i. :  Materials  and  processes.  London:  Griffin.  8vo,  268  pp.,  illus. 
7/6  net.  665.7 

rbigeing  (Thos.).  Handbook  for  gas  engineers  and  managers.  7th  ea. 
London:  King.    8vo,  600  pp.,  251  figs.    z8/-  net.  665.7 

Vogel  (J.  H.).  Handbuch  fur  Acetylen  in  technischer  und  wissenschaftlicher 
Hinsicht.  Hrsg.  von  N.  Caro;  A.  Ludwig;  und  J.  H.  Vogel.  Braun- 
schweig :  Vieweg.     8vo,  895  pp.,  442  figs.     M.  50.  665.7 

Lnhmann  (£.).  Die  fabrikation  der  fliissigen  Kohlensaure.  Berlin :  Brandt. 
8vo,  208  pp.,  69  figs.     M.  3.8a  665.8 

^—  Die  Industrie  der  verdicnteten  und  verflOssigten  Gase.  Wifcn  :  Hartle- 
ben.    8vo,  320  pp.,  70  figs.     M.  A.  665.8 

Cremer  (Ferdinand).  Die  Fabrikation  der  Silber-und  Quecksilber-Spiegel. 
2te  Aufi.    Wien :  Hartleben.    8vo,  207  pp.,  49  figs.     M.  3.  6&.Z 

FumiTal  (Wm.[  James).  Leadless  decorative  tiles,  faience  and  mosaic,  com- 
prising notes  and  excerpts  on  the  history,  materials,  manufacture  and  use. 
Stone,  Staff:  W.  J.  Furnival.    8vo,  876  pp.,  340  illus.,  37  plates.    126/-. 

Can  probably  be  obtained  second-hand  at  about  £2  ids. 
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Dfimmler  (Karl).    Das  Brennen  der  Ziegelsteine.    2te  Aufi.  der  Abhandlung : 

Das  Anfeuem  und  der  Betrieb  des  Ringofens,  von  F.  Hoffmann.    Halle : 

Knapp.    8vo,  85  pp.,  45  figs.    M.  1.50.  666.6  666.7 

Faija  (Henry).     Portland  cement  for  users.    5th  ed.    Enl.  by  D.  B.  Butler. 

{]VtaU*s  Series.)    London:  Lockwood.     i2mo,  132  pp.    3/-.  666.9 

Reviewed,  BuikUr,  32nd  April,  1905,  p.  442. 
Le  Chatetier  (Henry  Louis).     RechercheSL  exp^rimentales  sur  la  constitution 

des  mortiers  hydrauliques.    2e  ^d.     Paris :  Dunod.    8vo,  200  pp.,  3  plates. 

6  firs.  666.9 

Reviewed,  Enguuering,  sth  May,  1905,  p.  566. 
Friedlaeoder  (Paul).      Fortschritte  der  Teerfarben£abrikation  und  verwandter 

Industriezweige.    An  der  Hand  der  systematisch  geordneten  und  mit  krit- 

ischen  Anmerkungen  ver&ehenen  deutschen   Reichs-Patente   dargestellt. 

Teil  vi.  (1900-2).     Berlin :  Springer.     8vo,  1384  pp.     M.  50.  667.2 

Hallerbach  (Wilhelm).     Die  Chrom^izen.     Ihre  Eigenschaften  und  Ver wen- 
dung.    Wien:  Hartleben.     8vo,  115  pp.     M  2.  667.2 
Woelting  (Domingo  Emilio)  and  Lehne  (AdolO*     Anilinschwarz  und  seme 

Anwendung  in   Farberei   und  Zeugdruck.     2te  Aufi.     Berlin:   Springer. 

8vo,  178  pp.,  13  figs.,  32  specimens.    M.  8.  667.2 

Paoli  (A.).    Die  Synthese  der   AzofarbstofTe  auf  Grund  eines  symbolischen 

Systems    unter    Berucksichtigung    der    deutschen    Patentschriften    No. 

1-140,000  der  Klassen  8, 12  und  22,  desgleichen  anderer  Qudlen.     Leipzig : 

Barth.     8vo,  556  pp.     M.  30.  667.2 

llitclidl  (Chas   Ainsworth)  and  Hepworth  (T.  C).    Inks,  their  composition 

and  manufacture,  including  methods  of  examination  and  a  full  list  of  English 

patents.     London :  Griffin.    8vo,  266  pp.,  46  illus.    7/6  net.  667.4 

Bucfawald  (August).     Bleistifte,  Farbstifte,  farbige  Kreiden  und  Pastel Istifte, 

Aquarellfarben,  Tusche,  und  ihre   Herstellung,  etc.    Wien :    Hartleben. 

288  pp.,  113  figs.     M.  4.  652  667.6 

JenniilgS  (Arthur  Seymoui).     Paint  and  colour  mixing.     Practical  handbook 

for  painters,  decorators,  and  all  who  have  to  mix  colours.    2nd  ed.    London : 

Spon.     8vo,  152  pp.    5/-  net.  667-6 

Reviewed,  Builder,  9th  April,  1904,  p.  392. 
Wood  (Matthew  P.).     Rustless  coatings  ;  corrosion  and  electrolysis  of  iron  and 

steel.     New  York:  Wiley.    8vo,  434  pp.,  85  figs.     ^.  667.6 

Horst  (Geo.  H.j.     Textile  soaps  and  oits.     Handbook  on  preparation,  properties, 

analysis  of  soaps  and  oils  used  in  textile  manufacturing,  dyeing,  printing. 

London:  Scott,  Greenwood.     8vo,  198  pp.,  9  figs.     K/^net.  668.1  665 

Peltier  (Siegmund).     Die  Gewinnung  von  Alkohol  aus  HolzabHillen.     Wien  : 

Administration  des  K.  K.  oster  Handels-Museums.     8vo,  19  pp.      50  pf. 

Peteraon-Kinberg  (Willy).  Wie  eine  moderne  Teerdestillation  mit  Dach- 
pappenfabrik  eingerichtet  sein  muss.  Wien:  Hartleben.  8vo,  232  pp., 
77  figs.,  I  plate.     M.  4.  668.7 

Weoder  (Neumann).  Die  Verwertung  des  Spiritus  fUr  technische  Zwecke. 
Wien :  Hartleben.    8vo,  182  pp.,  82  figs.     M.  5.  668.7 

669  METALLURGY  AND  ASSAYING. 

Oamond    (Floris).     Microscopic    analysis    of  metals.    Ed.   by  J.   £.   Stead. 

London :  Griffin.     8vo,  188  pp.,  illus.    7/6  net.  669 

Harbord  (Frank  Wm.).     The  metallurgy  of  steel.      With  a  secti  tn  on  the 

mechanical  treatment  of  steel,  by  J.  W.   Hall.     London :  Griffin.     8vo, 

782  pp.,  455  figs.,  37  plates,  100  micro-photographs.    25/-  net.  669. z 

Reviewed,  Enginetiing,  6th  May,  1904,  p.  627* 
Borcfaers  (Johann  Albert  Wilhelm).     Electric  smelting  and  refining.     From  the 

3rd  Germ.  ed.    Translated  by  W.  G.  McMillan.     2nd  Eng.  ed.     London: 

Griffin.     8vo,  585  pp.,  255  figs.     21  -  net.  669.8 

Wright  (J.).      Electric  furnaces   and  their  industrial  application.     London : 

Constable.    8vo,  298  pp.,  57  figs.    8/6  net.  669.8 

Reviewed,  Enginuting,  30th  Dec,  1904,  p.  886 
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670-679  MANUFACTURES. 

Turner  (Thos.).    Lectures  on  iron-founding.    London :  Grififin.    8vo,  146  pp., 

52  figs.,  ijplate.    3/6  rut.  673 

Stone  (H.).    Timbers  of  commerce  and  their  identification.    London  :  Rider. 

8vo,  350  pp.,  illus.    7/6  nst.  674 

Reyiewed,  Bngitufringt  lath  May,  1905,  p.  60a. 
Beadle  (Clayton).    Chapters  on  papennaking.    Vol.  i.     London:    Grattan. 

8vo,  151  pp.    S'-  ^^'  ^ 

Carter  (Henry  R.).    The  spinning  and  twisting  of  long  vegetable  fibres  (flax, 

hemp,  jute,  tow  and  ramie).    London:  Griffin.    8vo,  376  pp.,  161  fic^s. 

10/-  tut.  Sn 

Matthews  (J.  Merritt).  The  textile  fibres,  their  physical,  microscopical  and 
chemical  properties.    London :  Chapman  &  Hall.    8vo,  295  pp.,  68  figs. 

Priestman  (Howard).  Principles  of  wool-combing.  London:  Bell.  8vo,  284 
pp.,  81  figs.    6/-.  677 

Bennett  (Richard)  and  Elton  (J.).  History  of  corn-milling.  Vol.  iv. :  Some 
feudaJ  mills.  London :  Simpkin,  Marshall.  8vo,  241  pp.,  23  illus.  679 
Vols.  i.-iii.  published  xSQS-xgoa 

Bersch  (Josef).  Cellulose,  cellulose  products,  rubber  substitutes ;  comprising 
the  preparation  of  cellulose,  parchment-cellulose,  methods  of  obtaining  sugar 
alcohol  and  oxalic  acid  from  wood-cellulose,  production  of  nitro-cellulose 
and  cellulose-esters,  manufacture  of  artificial  silk,  viscose,  celluloid,  rubber- 
substitutes,  faktis.  Authorised  translation  by  W.  T.  Brannt.  London : 
Kegan  Paul.    8vo,  326  pp.,  41  figs.     z6/-  ntU  679 

Original  published  1903. 

680-689  MECHANIC  TRADES. 

Hasluck  (Paul  Nooncree).  Metal  working.  Book  of  tools,  materials  and  pro- 
cesses for  the  handyman.     London :  Cassell.    8vo,  illus.    9/-.  680 

Auerbach  (Felix).  The  Zeiss  works  and  the  Carl  Zeiss  Stifhmg  in  Jena :  their 
scientific,  technical  and  sociological  development,  etc.  From  the  and 
Germ.  ed.  by  S.  F.  Paul  and  F.  J.  Cheshire.  London :  Marshall,  Brookes. 
8vo,  154  pp.,  86  figs.    2/6.  68z 

'*  Keystone,'*  The.  Watch  and  clock  escapements.  Philadelphia :  **  Key- 
stone ".    8vo,  179  pp.,  183  figs.    $1.50.  68x 

Farrow  (Edward  S.).  American  small-arms.  New  York :  The  Bradford  Co. 
>     8vo,  408  pp.,  illus.    $5  net,  683 

White  (J.  Hyler).  Petrol  motors  and  motor-cars.  Handbook  for  engineers, 
designers  and  draughtsmen.  London :  Longmans.  8vo,  ig8  pp.,  45  figs. 
4/6  net,  &4 

Reviewed,  Mechanical  Engitutr,  a4th  Dec,  1904,  p.  917. 

Hasluck  (Paul  Nooncree).  Harness-making.  London:  Cassell.  i2mo,  160 
pp.,  illus.    z/-.  685 

Saddlery.     London :  Cassell.    8vo,  160  pp.,  illus,    l/-.  685 

Nunn  (J.  A.).  Lectures  at  Saddlers'  Hall  upon  adaptability  of  saddlery  and  har- 
ness to  prevent  injuries  to  horses.    Walsall :  T.  Kirby  &  Son.    8vo.    3/-. 

690-699  BUILDING.  ^ 

Notes  on  building  construction :  arranged  to  meet  requirements  of  syllabus  of 
Board  of  Education,  South  Kensington.  Parts  i.,  ii.  Enl.  ed.  London : 
Longmans.     2  vols.    8vo,  366  +  440  pp.    10/6  each  nft.  690 

Thatcher  (A.  G.  H.).  Scaffolding.  A  treatise  on  the  design  and  erection  of 
scaffolds,  gantries  and  stagings,  with  an  account  of  appliances  used  in  con- 
nection therewith,  etc.  London :  Batsford.  Sm.  8vo,  202  pp.,  146  figs., 
6  plates.    5/-  net.  690 

Reviewed,  Builder,  nth  June.  1004,  p.  623. 

Bdarsh  (Chas.  Fleming).     Reiiforced  concrete.     London:  Constable.    8vo, 

554  pp..  512  figs.    31/6  ^^'  ^3-5 

Reviewed,  Engineering,  12th  Jan.,  2905,  p.  43. 


Besi  Books  of  1904.  97 

(Oswald).    Sicherheits-Einrichtungen  der  Seeschiffe.     Berlin:  Salle. 
8¥0,  205  pp.,  87  figs.    M.  6.  699 

Ktriafred,  Marim  Bngimer,  ist  Mar..  1904,  p.  483. 
HoliiM  (A.  Campbell).    Practical  shipbuilding.    Treatise  on  structural  design 
and  building  of  modem  steel  vessels.    Work  of  construction,  from  making 
of  raw  materials  to  equipped  vessel ;  including  subsequent  up-keep  and  re- 
pairs.   London:  Longmans.    8vo,  635  pp.,  atlas,  115  plates.    48/-  ntt. 

Reviewed,  Engineer,  X3th  May,  1904.  p-  481. 

^  (J.  W.).  Uses  of  electricity  on  shipboard.  With  appendix  [by  A.  D. 
RTc^dson]  on  small  lighting  plants  for  launches.  London :  Spon.  8vo, 
78  pp.,  32  figs.,  I  plate.    4/6  nst.  699 

Reviewed,  Marine  Engineer,  xst  Aug.,  1904,  p.  194. 
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IX. — Travel. 

By  J.  R.  BoosiS,  Librarian,  Royal  Colonial  Institute, 

London. 

Swmjne  (H.  G.  C).    Through  the  Highlands  of  Siberia.     London  :  Rowland 

Ward.    8vo.    12/6  tut. 
Clifford  (Hugh).    Further  India:   being  the  story  of  exploration  from   the 

earliest  times  in  Burma,  Malaya,  Siam  and  Indo-China.    London :  Laurence 

&  Bullen.    8vo.    7/6. 
Sjkes  (Mark).     Dar-ui- Islam :  a  record  of  a  journey  through  ten  of  the  Asiatic 

provinces  of  Turkey.     With  appendix  by  J.  H.  Smith  and  introduction  by 

Prof.  E.  G.  Browne.    London :  Bickers  &  Son.    b\o,     15/-. 
Ledercq  (Jules).     Une  Croisi^re  au  Spitsberg  sur  un  yacht  Polaire.     Paris: 

Plon-Nourrit  et  Cie.     i2mo. 
Geere  (H.  V.).    By  Nile  and  Euphrates.    A  record  of  discovery  and  adventure. 

Edinburgh:  T.  &  T.  Clark.    8vo.    8/d. 
Ronaldahay  {Earl  of).    On  the  outskirts  of  Empire  in  Asia.     London :  W. 

Blackwood  &  Sons.    8vo.    2Z/-  net, 
Youngfaiisbaiid  (Colonel  F.  E.).     The  heart  of  a  continent.    A  narrative  of 

travels  in  Manchuria,  across  the  Gobi  Desert,  through  the  Himalayas,  the 

Pamirs  and  Hunza,  1884-94.    4^^  ^^*    London  :  John  Murray.    8vo.    6/-. 
Amiafulale  (N.)  and  Robinsoa  (H.  C).    Fasciculi  Malayensis.    Anthropologi- 
cal and  zoological  results  of  an  expedition  to  Perak  and  the  Siamese  Malay 

States,  1901 -2.    London :  Williams  &  Norgate.     Roy.  8vo. 
Oliifaen  (O.).    Through  the  unknown   Pamirs.    The  second   Danish   Pamir 

expedition,  1898-99.     London  :  W.  Heinemann.    8vo.     15/-  net, 
MMCgrtgor  (John^.    The  Rob  Roy  on  the  Jordan.     A  canoe  cruise  in  Palestine, 

Egypt  and  the  waters  of  Damascus.    8th  ed.    London:   John  Murray. 

8vo.    3/6. 
Imperial  Guide  to  India,  including  Kashmir,  Burma  and  Ceylon.     London : 

John  Murray.     lamo.    6/-  net. 
Workman  {Dr,  W.  H.  and  F.  B.).    Through  town  and  jungle.    Fourteen  thou- 
sand miles  a*wheel  among  the  temples  and  people  of  the  Indian  plain. 

London :  T.  Fisher  Unwin.     Roy.  8vo.    21/-  net. 
Fairer  (R.  J.).     The  garden  of  Asia.     Impressions  from  Japan.     London: 

Methuen  &  Co.    8vo.    6/-. 
Keane  (Dr,  A.  H.).    South  Africa.     Stanford's  compendium  of  geography  and 

travel.     (New  issue.)    Africa.     Vol.  ii.    London :  £.  Stanford.    8vo.    15/-. 
Bauer  (F.).    Die  Deutsche  Niger- Benue-Tsadsee-Expedition,  1902-3.    Berlin : 

D.  Reimer  (Ernst  Vohsen).     8vo.    4/-. 
Holdscfa  (Colonel  Sir  T.  H.).    The  countries  of  the  king's  award,  Chile  and 

Arfi;entina.    London :  Hurst  &  Blackett.    8vo.     z6/-. 
PimMxac  (J.).    Wander  years  round  the  world.     London :  T.  Fisher  Unwin. 

8vo.    31/-  net. 
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Sandbergf  (G.).  The  exploration  of  Tibet:  its  history  and  particulars  from 
1623  to  1904.  Calcutta :  Thacker,  Spink  &  Co.  London :  W.  Thacker  & 
Co.     8vo. 

Beccari  (O.).  Wanderings  in  the  great  forests  of  Borneo.  Travels  and  re- 
searches of  a  naturalist  in  Sarawak.  Translated  by  Dr.  £.  H.  Giglioli  and 
revised  and  edited  by  Dr.  F.  H.  H.  Guillemard.  London :  A.  Constable  & 
Co.    8vo.     16/-. 

JUg^erskidld  (L.  A.).  Results  of  the  Swedish  zoological  expedition  to  Egypt 
and  the  White  Nile,  1901.    Part  i.    Uppsala  :  C.  J.  Lundstrom.    Roy.  8vo. 

Hazzledine  (G.  D.).  The  white  man  in  Nigeria.  London  :  £.  Arnold.  8vo. 
10/6  n^t. 

Wheeler  (O.  D.).  The  trail  of  Lewis  and  Clark,  1804- 1904.  A  story  of  the 
great  exploration  across  the  continent  (United  States)  in  1804-6 ;  with 
a  description  of  the  old  trail  based  upon  actual  travel  over  it  and  of  changes 
found  a  century  later.  2  vols.  New  York :  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons.  8vo. 
25/-  rut, 

Barbier  (Louis  le).  La  Valine  du  Moyen-Niger  et  la  Haute  Guin^e.  Paris : 
Dujarrie  et  Cie.    i2mo.    2  fr. 

Dans  la  Haute  Guin^e.    (Joumil  de  Routt.)    Paris:  Dujarrie  et  Cie. 

i2mo.    2.50  fr. 

Smith  (A.  Mervyn).  Sport  and  adventure  in  the  Indian  jungle.  London : 
Hurst  &  Blackett.    8vo.    7/6. 

Ober  (Frederick  A.).  Our  West  Indian  neighbours.  The  islands  of  the 
Caribbean  Sea,  *' America's  Mediterranean":  their  picturesque  features, 
fiEiscinating  history  and  attractions  for  the  traveller,  nature-lover,  settler  and 
pleasure-seeker.     New  York :  James  Pott  &  Co.     i2mo. 

Antour  du  Monde.  Par  les  Boursiers  de  voyage  de  I'universit^  de  Paris. 
Paris :  Felix  Alcan.     Roy.  8vo. 

Giiillarmod  {Dr.  J.  Jacot).  Six  mois  dans  I'Himalaya,  le  Karakorum  et  I'Hindu- 
Kush.  Voyages  et  explorations  aux  plus  hautes  Montagnes  du  Monde. 
Neuchatel :  W.  Sandoz.     8vo.    20  fr. 

Demidoff  (£.)  (Prince  San  Donate).  A  shooting  trip  to  Kamchatka.  London  : 
Rowland  Ward.    8vo.    2l/-. 

Durham  (Mary  £.).  Through  the  land  of  the  Serb.  London  :  Edward  Arnold. 
8vo.     14/-. 

Festetics  de  Tolna  (Comte  R.).  (i)  Chez  les  Cannibales.  Huit  ans  de 
croisiere  dans  TOc^an  Pacifique  k  bord  du  yacht  Le  Tolna.  (2)  Vers 
r^cueil  de  Minicoy  apres  huit  ans  dans  I'Dc^an  Pacifique  et  Indien  a  bord 
du  yacht  Le  Tolna,     Paris  :  Plon-Nourrit  et  Cie.    Roy.  8vo.    32/-. 

Schrader  (F.  C.)  and  Peters  (W.  J.).  A  reconnaissance  in  northern  Alaska^ 
across  the  Rocky  mountains,  along  Koyukuk,  John,  Anaktuvuk  and  Colville 
rivers  and  the  Arctic  coast  to  Cape  Lisburne  in  1901.  Washington:  United 
States  Geological  Survey.     Fol. 

Gass's  Journal  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  expedition.  Reprinted  from  the  edition 
of  181 1,  with  facsimiles  of  the  original  title-page  and  the  five  original  illus- 
trations, a  reproduction  of  a  rare  portrait  of  Gass  and  a  map  of  the  Lewis 
and  Clarke  route.  With  an  analytical  index  and  an  introduction  by  Dr. 
J.  K.  Hosmer.    Chicago:  A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co.    8vo.     14/-. 

Schnee  (Dr.  H.).  Bilder  aus  der  Siidsee.  Unterden  Kannibalischen  Stiimmen 
des  Bismarck  Archipels.     Berlin  :  D.  Reimer  (Ernst  Vohsen).     8vo.     14/-. 

Boehm  (Sir  £.  C).  The  Persian  Gulf  and  South  Sea  Isles.  London :  H.  Cox. 
8vo.     6/-. 

Thomson  (Dr.  J.  P.).  Round  the  world,  including  appendices.  Brisbane : 
The  Outridge  Printing  Co.     Roy.  8vo. 

Pearson  (Henry  J.).  Three  summers  among  the  birds  of  Russian  Lapland. 
London  :  R.  H.  Porter.     8vo.    20/-  net, 

Grenard  (F.).  Tibet:  the  country  and  its  inhabitants.  Translated  by  A. 
Teixeira  de  Mattos.    London  :  Hutchinson  &  Co.     8vo.     zo/6  net. 

Hedin  (Sven).  Adventures  in  Tibet.  London :  Hurst  &  Blackett.  8vo. 
ZO/6  net. 

Gibbons  (Major  A.  St.  H.).  Africa  from  south  to  north  through  Marotseland. 
2  vols.     London  :  John  Lane.     8vo.    32/-  net. 


Best  Books  of  1904.  99 

I  (Alfred).     Quer  Durch  Sumatra.    Berlin:  W.  Susserott.    8vo.    6/-. 

JobsQO  (Richard).  The  golden  trade ;  or  a  discovery  of  the  River  Gambra  and 
the  golden  trade  of  the  Aethiopians,  1623.  Now  reprinted  for  the  first 
time.  Edited  by  Charles  G.  Kingsley  with  woodcut  ornamentation  based 
on  West  African  designs  by  R.  Morton  Nance.  Teignmouth :  £.  £. 
Speight  and  R.  H.  Walpole.     8vo. 

ndor  (A.  Henry  Savage).  The  f ems  of  the  east :  sixteen  thousand  miles 
of  research  travel  among  wild  and  tame  tribes  of  enchanting  islands.  2  vols. 
London  :  Macmillan  &  Co.    8vo.    30/-  f^f^' 

Pdwi^-Cottoii  (Major  P.  H.  G.).  In  unknown  Africa.  A  narrative  of  twenty 
months  travel  and  sport  in  unknown  lands  and  among  new  tribes.  London  : 
Hurst  &  Blackett.    Svo.    31/-. 

Earlj  Western  Travels,  1748- 1846.  A  series  of  annotated  reprints  of  some  of 
the  best  and  rarest  contemporary  volumes  of  travel  descriptive  of  the 
Abcmgines,  and  social  and  economic  conditions  in  the  middle  and  far  West 
during  the  period  of  early  American  settlement.  Edited  with  notes,  intro- 
ductions, index,  etc.,  by  Dr.  R.  G.  Thwaites.  Vol.  i. :  Journals  of  Conrad 
Weiser  (1748);  George  Croghan  (1750-65);  Christian  Frederick  Post 
(1758 f ;  and  Thomas  Morris  (1764).  Vol.  ii. :  John  Long's  journal  (1768- 
82).  Vol.  iii. :  Andr^  Michaux's  travels  into  Kentucky  (1793-96) ;  Fran- 
cois Andr^  Michaux*s  travels  west  of  Alleghany  mountains  (1803).  Vol.  iv. : 
Coming's  tour  to  the  Western  country  (1807-9).  '^^^'  v. :  Bradbury's 
travels  in  the  interior  of  America  (1809-11).  Cleveland,  Ohio:  The 
Arthur  H.  Clark  Co.  Svo.  Each  volume,  z6/8. 
The  scries  it  to  be  completed  in  50  volames. 

Hoont  {Lieut,  de  Vaisseau).  Seconde  Mission  Hourst.  Dans  les  Rapides  du 
Fleuve  Bleu.  Voyage  de  la  Premiere  Cannoni^e  Francaise  sur  le  haut 
Yang-tse-Kiang.     Paris:  Plon-Nourrit  et  Cie.    8vo.    7/d. 

C^TwIVr  (C).    The  unveiling  of  Lhasa.     London  :  E.  Arnold.    8vo.     15/-. 

CoarteQemeiit  (Gervais).  Voyage  au  Yunnan.  Paris:  Plon-Nourrit  et  Cie. 
lamo.    3/-. 

SBtuabj  (William  Cecil).  Norway,  the  northern  playground.  Edinburgh : 
David  Douglas.    8vo.     16/-  net. 

Schoeller  {Dr,  Max).  Mitteilungen  iiber  meine  Reise  nach  Aequatorial-Ost- 
Afrika  und  Uganda,  1896-97.  Berlin:  Dietrich  Reimer  (Ernst  Vohsen). 
8vo. 

Fouotain  (Paul).  The  great  north-west  and  the  great  lake  region  of  North 
America.     London :  Longmans  &  Co.     8vo.    zo/6  net. 

B^nard  (Charles).  La  Conqu^te  du  Pole.  Histoire  des  Missions  Arctiques 
depuis  les  temps  les  plus  recules  jusqu'a  nos  jours.  Paris :  Hachette  et 
Cie.    Roy  8vo.    30  frs. 

LoKls  (E.  v.).  Highways  and  byways  in  Sussex.  London :  Macmillan  &  Co. 
8to.    6/-. 

Jack  (R.  Logan).  The  back  blocks  of  China.  A  narrative  of  experiences 
among  the  Chinese,  Sifans,  Lolos,  Tibetans,  Shans  and  Kachins  between 
Shanghai  and  the  Irrawadi.     London  :  Edward  Arnold.    8vo.     zo/6  net. 

Pttl  {Horn.  Sidney).  The  binding  of  the  Nile  and  the  new  Soudan.  London  : 
Edward  Arnold.    8vo.    12/6. 

Sftfdrop  (Otto).  New  land :  four  years  in  the  Arctic  regions.  Translated 
from  the  Norwegian  by  Ethel  Harriet  Hearn.  2  vols.  London  :  Long- 
mans &  Co.    8vo.    36/-  net. 

Lciner  (Franz).  Bergtouren  und  Steppenfahrten  im  Hererolande.  Berlin: 
Soiaerott.    8vo. 

Wyoo  (Reginald).    The  Balkans  from  within.     London  :  J.  Finch  &  Co.    8vo. 

Hocartli  (D.  G.).     The  penetration  of  Arabia.    A  record  of  the  development 

of   Western   knowledge  concerning    the  Arabian    peninsula.      London: 

Laurence  &  BuUen.    8vo.    7/6. 
Sarat  Chandra  Das.    Journey  to  Lhasa  and  Central  Tibet.    Edited  by  the 

Hon.  W.  W.  Rockhill.    London  :  John  Murray.    8vo.     10/6  net. 
F**""*tl?"  (Angus).     Korea.     London :  W.  Heinemann.    8vo.     15/-  net. 
DawaOQ  (A.  J.).    Things  seen  in  Morocco.     Being  a  bundle  of  jottings,  notes, 

impretsions,  tales  and  tributes.    London  :  Methuen  &  Co.    8vo.    10/6  net. 
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Gordon-Cnmming  (R.).    The  lion-hunter  in  South  Africa.    Five  yean*  adven- 
tures in  the  far  interior  of  South  Africa,  with  notices  of  the  native  tribes 

and  savage  animals.    A  new  edition.    London :  John  Murray.     i2mo. 

3/6. 
Hanbury  (David  T.).    Sport  and  travel  in  the  northland  of  Canada.    London : 

Edward  Arnold.    8vo.    i6/-. 
Aiidr6  (£.).    A  naturalist  in  the  Guianas.    With  a  prefiice  by  Dr.  J.  Scott 

Keltic.    London  :  Smith,  Elder  &  Co.    8vo.    14/-  net. 
Reports  of  the  Cambridge  Anthropological  expedition  to  Torres  Straits.    Vol. 

v. :  Sociology,  magic  and  religion  of  the  Western  Islanders.    Cambridge  : 

University  Press.    4to.    35/-  net. 
Atoll  of  Funafuti.    Being  the  report  of  the  Coral  Reef  committee  of  the  Royal 

Society.    London :  Royal  Society.    4to. 
Whymper  (Edward).    The  valley  of  Zermatt  and  the  Matterhorn.    London : 

John  Murray.     i2mo.    3/-  net. 
Cooke  (John).     Handbook  tor  travellers  in  Ireland.    6th  ed.    London :  E. 

Stanford.     lamo.    9/-. 
Hatch  (E.  F.  G.).    Far  Eastern  impressions.    Japan,  Corea,  China.    London : 

Hutchinson  &  Co.    8vo.    6/-  nW. 
Attbin  (Eugene).    Le  Maroc  d*Aujourd'hui.    Paris :  A.  Colin.     i2mo.    5  frs. 
Lynch  (J.).    Three  years  in  the  Klondike.    London :  Edward  Arnold.    8vo. 

13/0  net. 
Herring  (E.f.    In  the  pathless  west  with  soldiers,  pioneers,  miners  and  savages. 

London :  T.  Fisher  Unwin.    8vo.    6/-. 
Podmore  (P.  St.  Michael).    A  sporting  paradise,  with  stories  of  adventure  in 

America  and  the  backwoods  of  Muskoka.    London:    Hutchinson  &  Co. 

8vo.    7/d. 
Fitzner  (Dr.  Rudolf).    Aus  Kleinasien  und  Syrien.    Rostock :  C.  J.  E.  Volck- 

mann  (Volckmann  &  Wetta).    8vo.    5/-. 
Whymper  (Edward).    Chamonix  and  the  range  of  Mont  Blanc.    London  :  John 

Murray.     i2mo.    3/-  net. 
Broome  {Lady).    Colonial  memories.    London :  Smith,  Elder  &  Co.    lamo. 

6/-. 

A  record  of  trmvel  in  Mauritius,  Western  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Natal,  Trinidad,  etc. 
Willcocks.    From  Kabul  to  Kumassi,  twenty-four  years  of  soldiering  and  sport. 

London :  John  Murray.    8vo.    3l/-. 
Drygahdd  (Erich  von).    Zum  Kontinent  des  eisigen  Sadens.    Deutsche  Sud- 

polar  expedition,  Fahrten  und  Forschungen  des  Gauss,  1901-3.     Berlin: 

G.  Reimer.    Roy.  8vo.     18/-. 
Nieowenhuis  {Dr.  A.  W.).    Quer  durch  Borneo :  Ergebnisse  Seiner  Reisen  in 

den  Jahren,  1894,  1896-97  und  1898-1900.    Leiden  :  E.  J.  Brill.    8vo.    2l/-. 
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British. 

Library  World  (February). 

14.  Brown  (J.  D.). — British  Colonial  and  American  library  legis- 

lation. 

15.  Hyamson  (Rev.  M.). — Biblio-kleptomania,  and  how  to  check  it. 

16.  Saybrs  (W.  C.  Berwick)  and  Stewart  (J.  D.). — Library  maga- 
zines. IX.  The  index.  X.  Relations  with  printers.  XI.  The 
magazine  and  the  card  catalogue. 

14.  In  summing  up  Mr.  Brown  remarks  that  the  British  Colonial 
libraries  are  established  and  regulated  on  lines  very  similar  to  the 
municipal  libraries  of  this  country.  The  permissive  nature  of  the 
enactments  is  retained  in  all  cases,  but  the  rate  limit  is  either  non-exis- 
tent, as  in  Tasmania,  or  greatly  increased,  as  in  South  Australia,  where 
it  stands  at  threepence  in  the  pound.  The  central  Governments  also 
assist  all  kinds  of  libraries  by  contributing  as  much  (up  to  a  certain 
point)  as  is  raised  by  members'  subscriptions  or  by  a  municipal  library 
rate.  The  legislation  in  the  United  States  is  copious  and  varied.  The 
chief  provisions  are  that  the  library  laws  may  be  adopted  by  any  city 
or  municipal  council  without  the  special  petition  or  consent  of  the  rate- 
payers, and  that  the  adoption  is  permissive.  The  rate  is  levied  on  the 
taxable  value  of  property,  and  varies  from  the  fraction  of  a  mill  per  dollar 
to  any  sum  that  seems  suitable  to  the  council.  The  method  of  levying 
brings  in  far  more  income  than  the  English  method.  Thus  the  library 
income  in  Lawrence,  Mass.,  with  62,559  inhabitants,  is  nearly  ;£'3,ooo, 
while  at  Reading  with  72,000  inhabitants,  the  penny  rate  produces  only 
£1,200.  Many  of  the  States  have  appointed  Library  Commissions  with 
power  to  advise,  organise  and  collect  statistics. 

15.  To  prevent  pilfering  the  writer  suggests  placing  a  porter  at  the 
door  with  a  series  of  metal  checks  to  be  handed  to  readers  on  their 
entrance.  The  checks  are  given  up  when  a  book  is  received  by  the 
reader  and  are  handed  back  by  the  assistant  on  the  return  of  the  book, 
to  be  given  up  once  more  at  the  door  when  the  reader  leaves  the 
library. 

16.  Where  practicable  the  writers  advise  having  an  author-index 
to  each  part  of  the  library  magazine,  but  it  is  a  necessary  adjunct  to 
each  volume  if  it  is  to  have  any  permanent  value.  The  volumes  could 
then  be  used  as  supplements  in  the  years  between  the  editions  of 
the  catalogue.  The  expense  would  work  out  at  about  7s.  6d.  per 
page.  In  the  index  titles  should  be  abbreviated  but  not  changed,  and 
should  be  entered  under  pseudonyms  as  well  as  under  real  names. 
Charging  numbers  and  the  letters  indicating  the  branches  at  which  the 
work  is  to  be  found  should  also  be  given.  Nearly  all  the  cataloguing 
material  issued  in  the  magazine  can  be  made  use  of  in  connection  with 
the  card  catalogue.     Some  copies  of  each  number  should  be  printed  on 
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bank  paper,  and  the  entries  cut  out  and  mounted  on  cards.  This  should 
also  be  done  to  reading-lists,  which  should  be  kept  up  to  date  and  per- 
haps in  a  few  years'  time  reprinted.  With  this  instalment  the  series 
of  articles  on  library  magazines  by  Messrs.  Sayers  and  Stewart  is 
concluded. 
Library  Assistant  (February). 

Young  (J.  D.). — Newsrooms,  their  requirements  and  service. 

17.  Newcombb  (C.  F.). — Library  lectures  and  extension  work. 

17.  Mr.  Newcombe  begins  by  pointing  out  that  lectures  are  now  a 
familiar  part  of  library  work,  though  there  is  much  difference  in  their 
use,  from  the  almost  nightly  lecture  to  large  audiences  at  the  Picton 
Reading-Room,  Liverpool,  to  the  monthly  lecture  delivered  to  small 
audiences.  The  lecturer  should  be  a  master  of  his  subject  and  able  to 
treat  it  in  a  stimulating  way.  The  plan  of  forming  a  Library  Readers' 
Union  is  described  [see  paper  read  before  the  Library  Association  at 
Bristol,  1900].  Some  go  in  for  lectures  on  a  big  scale  presided  over  by 
a  local  notability;  others  prefer  a  chamber  lecture.  It  is  a  good  plan 
to  illustrate  the  connection  of  some  noted  man  or  event  with  the  par- 
ticular locality.  The  names  of  those  present  may  be  obtained  by  pass- 
ing round  an  attendance  book.  The  lecturers  should  always  refer  to 
books  in  the  library;  the  lectures  should  be  mainly  on  the  eternally 
great  in  literature,  and  finally,  success  should  not  be  estimated  by 
numbers. 

Museums  Journal  (January). 

18.  MiNTO  (J.). — The  relation  of  provincial  museums  to  national 

institutions. 

18.  Local  institutions  should  never  attempt  to  compete  with  national 
institutions.  The  objects  of  national  museums  are  collection  and  exhibi- 
tion on  a  large  scale.  There  will  naturally  be  many  duplicates,  and  of 
these  should  be  made  groups  of  objects  to  be  lent  out  for  educational 
purposes.  As  regards  the  second  point,  research  collections  must  be 
kept  apart  from  the  ordinary  exhibition  series,  and  the  specimens  should 
be  so  housed  as  to  take  up  the  least  possible  space  compatible  with 
proper  preservation  and  arrangements  in  classified  sequence.  For 
scientific  use  the  collections  should  be  made  as  complete  as  possible, 
and  the  conditions  of  access  should  be  similar  to  those  now  accorded 
to  books  in  a  library.  The  space  devoted  to  public  exhibits  should  be 
small  relatively.  Local  museums  should  store  and  exhibit  as  complete  a 
local  collection  as  possible.  They  should  also  aim  at  exhibiting  a  type 
collection  where  the  specimens  are  limited  to  typical  examples.  A  usual 
defect  is  to  show  too  much  and  explain  insufficiently.  Local  museums 
should  be  brought  into  closer  relationship  with  the  local  educational 
authorities,  and  they  might  house  loan  teaching  collections  to  be  used 
by  the  schools  as  required.  Finally  there  should  be  systematic  courses 
of  lectures  held  in  connection  with  the  museums. 

Book-Lover's  Magazine. — Vol.  vi.,  Ft.  i,  1905. 

19.  Dickson  (W.  K.). — The  Signet  Library,  Edinburgh  (illustrated). 
Way  (T.  R.)  and  Dennis  (G.  R.).— Notes  for  a  Whistler  bibliography. 
Pride Aux  (W.  F.). — Charles  Asselineau  (illustrated). 

The  great  Latvi  psalter  of  Fust  and  Schoeffer,  1459  (illustrated). 

20.  Pollard  (A.  W.). — A  theory  of  book  prices. 
Illustrations  of  book-plates. 

Shallard  (S.  D.). — Whistler's  names,  addresses  and  birthplaces. 

19.  The  writer  begins  by  explaining  that  the  King's  signet  is  one  of 
the  Royal  Seals  of  Scotland,  and  the  early  Writers  to  the  Signet  were 
the  clerks  of  the  secretary's  office.  It  is  a  body  of  Scots  lawyers  with 
a  long  and  important  history.     The  library  was  founded  in  1722,  when 
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the  society  ordered  all  the  Scots  law  books  and  Acts  of  Parliament  to 
be  procured  and  all  future  publications  of  the  kind  to  be  added  to  the 
collection.  A  library  fund  was  instituted  in  I755«  when  it  was  enacted 
that  members  newly  enrolled  should  give  three  guineas  for  the  purchase 
of  bookSy  instead  of  the  "unnecessary  expenses  of  entertainments 
commonly  given  by  intrants".  In  1769  the  tax  was  raised  to  ;£'io, 
and  for  many  years  it  brought  in  about  ;f400  a  year.  In  177S  it  was 
resolved  to  form  a  general  library,  and  by  1792,  when  the  first  catalogue 
appeared,  there  were  about  3,000  vols.  At  the  beginning  of  last  century 
the  library  was  rather  neglected,  but  with  the  appointment  of  McVey 
Napier  as  librarian  in  1805  a  new  era  began.  The  average  expenditure 
on  books  for  the  years  1816-23  ^^^  ;£^i)i55'  while  in  1824  ^^^  sum  so 
spent  was  ;f  1,997  ^^s.  3d.  By  1825  the  number  of  vols,  had  risen  to 
30,000.  When  new  buildings  were  being  put  up  in  1808  in  connection 
with  the  Parliament  House,  the  Writers  to  the  Signet  subscribed  ;f  10,000 
and  were  accommodated  in  the  lower  part  of  the  new  buildings.  The 
Faculty  of  Advocates  had  the  floor  above  them  where  they  built  a  hand- 
some hall.  The  latter  body  moved  to  larger  premises  in  1826  and  the 
hall  was  sold  to  the  Writers  to  the  Signet  who  took  possession  in  1833. 
This,  with  the  large  addition  completed  in  1904,  leaves  ample  space  for 
accessions.  Napier  was  succeeded  as  librarian  by  David  Laing  and 
T.  G.  Law  [and  now  it  must  be  added  by  the  late  Mr.  Edmond]. 

20.  Mr.  Pollard  begins  by  remarking  on  the  exaggerated  value  placed 
by  the  average  person  on  any  book  that  seems  to  him  old  or  out  of  the 
common.  Especially  is  this  the  case  with  tattered  copies  of  common 
editions  of  English  classics,  the  first  edition  of  which  has  fetched  a 
high  enough  price  to  catch  the  public  eye.  Mr.  Pollard  points  out  that 
rarity  and  age  are  in  themselves  no  criteria  of  value,  though  combined 
with  the  desire  for  completeness  they  may  make  a  book  worth  buying 
by  one  of  the  great  national  libraries.  To  possess  any  value  a  book 
must  have  to  start  with  a  real  discernible  element  of  interest.  The 
edition  or  copy  which  appeals  most  to  our  sense  of  beauty  or  our  im- 
agination  will  be  the  most  valued,  and  "condition"  is  an  element  of 
great  importance.  "How  high  a  price  [a  book]  may  command  will 
depend  on  the  number  of  people  who  are,  or  wish  to  be  thought,  able 
to  appreciate  its  qualities ;  on  the  extent  of  the  wealth  of  these  possible 
purchasers;  and  on  the  number  of  copies  of  the  book  which  can  be 
brought  into  the  market."  Thus  it  is  seen  that,  as  a  secondary  quality 
only,  rarity  has  overwhelming  importance. 

American. 

Public  Libraries  (January). 

Thwaites  (R.  G.). — The  sphere  of  the  library. 

21.  Countryman  (G.). — The  library  as  a  social  centre. 

22.  Dewey  (M.). — Library  pictures. 

Gaillard  (E.  W.). — One  way  to  popularise  the  library. 

21.  Readers  are  classified  as  follows:  "A  few  of  them  will  love  to 
read  the  best,  many  of  them  will  want  information  at  intervals,  a  large 
proportion  of  them  will  want  recreative  reading,  and  the  vast  majority 
use  the  library  not  at  all,"  and  a  plea  is  entered  to  make  the  library  a 
centre  for  all  activities  which  make  for  social  efficiency,  not  only  by 
means  of  books.  The  means  suggested  are  children's  rooms  with 
special  furniture  and  fittings,  the  story  hour,  the  newest  novels  for  the 
grown  ups,  a  beautiful  building,  which  if  necessary  may  furnish  a  home 
for  social  or  study  clubs,  organised  labour  guilds  or  missionary  societies. 
All  unnecessary  restrictions  should  be  done  away  with.  Some  library 
authorities  have  tried  smoking-rooms  and  boys'  club  rooms. 
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aa.  Melvil  Dewey  claims  a  place  for  pictures  and  lantern  slides  in 
the  public  library.  The  picture  department  of  the  New  York  State 
Library  now  numbers  nearly  60,000  items.  Readings  are  being  pre- 
pared to  be  accompanied  by  illustrative  lantern  slides.  Thus  the 
library  has  just  acquired  a  duplicate  set  of  slides  on  ''Evangeline" 
prepared  by  Rev.  A.  T.  Kempton,  of  Acadia  University.  He  took  much 
trouble  in  preparing  proper  costumes,  etc.,  and  in  photographing  the 
groups  in  the  exact  spots  indicated  by  Longfellow. 
Library  Journal  (January). 

Krobobr  (A.  B.).— Reference  books  of  1905. 

23.  Allbm  (E.  E.). — Library  work  for  the  blind. 

24.  Whitten  (R.  H.). — Special  libraries. 
Methods  of  book- buying. 

Adams  (E.    L.).— Bulletin  work  of  the   Plainfield  (N.J.)   Public 

Library. 
Carnegie  Free  Library,  Alliance,  O.  {illustrated). 

23.  In  America  there  are  altogether  1,323  different  books  and  pamph- 
lets obtainable  from  embossed  plates.  There  are  thirty-nine  schools, 
twelve  employment  institutions,  and  forty  public  and  other  libraries  for 
the  blind.  The  systems  in  use  are  the  Boston  line  tjrpe,  the  Moon 
system,  and  the  New  York  and  American  Braille  point  type.  In  the 
writer's  opinion  "  the  blind  of  any  community  have  the  same  right  to  a 
proportional  amount  of  free  reading  matter  as  have  other  citizens  of 
the  community  ".  It  is  repositories  that  are  wanted,  not  special  read- 
ing rooms.  The  library  will  often  have  to  send  out  its  books.  Each 
library  should  also  employ  one  or  two  home  teachers  of  reading  to  the 
blind. 

24.  R.  H.  Whitten's  ideal  library  is  one  in  which  the  general  col- 
lection is  used  to  supplement  the  special  collections  clustered  round  it. 
Standard  classifications  formed  with  an  eye  to  the  average  reader  are 
unsuitable  for  special  collections.  Quick  service  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance. Sets  should  be  broken  up,  and  periodicals  and  even  books 
should  be  cut  up  so  that  all  articles  on  the  same  subject  may  be  brought 
together.  This  is  being  tried  in  the  legislative  room  of  the  New  York 
State  Library.  All  important  articles  bearing  on  legislation  are  cut 
from  about  500  periodicals  and  placed  in  Manilla  covers  or  pockets. 
To  the  specialist,  periodical  literature  is  indispensable. 

French. 

Bulletin  du  Bibliophile  (January). 

JovY  (M.  E.). — Three  unpublished  documents  on  Urbain  Grandier 
{concluded), 

Martin  (H.)- — The  miniaturists  at  the  exhibition  of  French  primi- 
tives {concluded), 

Urbain  (Abb6). — Bossuet's  cousin,  Pierre  Taisand,  Treasurer  of 
France  {continued). 

Db  Lacrbtbllb  (P.). — Notes  on  Claude  de  Trellon  {continued). 

Obituary  notice  of  L6on  Sapin. 

Italian. 

La  Bibliofilia  (January). 

Olschki  (L.    S.). — Playing  cards    from    the    fourteenth    to    the 

twentieth  century  {coloured  and  other  illustrations). 
Olschki  (Leonardo). — Contentions  concerning  Cecco  d'Ascoli. 
Documents  on  the  suppression  of  Hebrew  books  at  Venice. 
Vaoanay  (H.). — Amadis  in  French  {concluded), 

25.  Notes.    The  Victor  Emanuel  National  Central  Library,  Rome. 
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25.  This  is  a  reprint  of  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  columns  of 
La  Pairia,  Complaint  is  made  that  the  reading-room  is  badly  tended 
and  the  powers  of  the  officials  are  arbitrary.  After  filling  up  the  form, 
a  wait  of  at  least  half  an  hour  is  stated  to  be  the  usual  experience,  and 
then  the  reader  may  be  told,  at  the  sole  discretion  of  the  official,  that 
the  book  belon|;8  to  one  of  the  classes  pathology,  physiology,  current 
fiction,  translation  or  early  printed  work,  for  which  special  application 
is  necessary.  Books  are  also  lent  out  to  students  and  kept  away  for  six 
or  seven  months,  or  they  arc  placed  in  the  "  reserved  "  room  for  a  month 
or  two  for  some  reader,  where  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  access  to  them. 
The  writer  also  states  that  the  library  is  very  much  understaffed,  with 
the  accompanying  evils  of  excessive  hours  and  deficient  accommodation. 
The  porters  are  often  called  out  to  do  the  skilled  work  of  the  assistants. 
It  may  be  remarked  that  the  latter  must  have  obtained  a  licence  from 
the  gymnasium  (roughly  equivalent  to  our  matriculation)  and  have 
passed  a  supplementary  examination. 

Bohemian. 

CeskA  Osveta  (February). 

ZiVNf  (L.  J.).— Edinburgh  Free  Public  Library  {illustraUd). 
ZiUK  (Josef). — A  librarian's  notes  about  readers. 
ZiVN'f  (L.  J.).— Cataloguing  rules. 

Notes.  A  Bohemian  school  museum  (a  great  library  containing 
especially  Comeniana  is  to  be  founded  in  connection) — The 
L.A.U.K.,  Cambridge  meeting — Public  education  in  Bulgaria. 


REVIEWS. 

HAND-LISTb  OF  ENGLISH   PRINTERS,   1SOX.-1SS6.     Part   III. 
T.  Berthelet,  J.  Butler,  J.  Herford,  T.  Gibson,  J.  Nycholson,  R. 
Grafton,  J.  Mayler,  T.  Raynalde,  W.  Middleton,  R.  Kele,  R.  Lant, 
R.  Wolfe.     By  E.  Gordon  Duff,  R.  B.  McKerrow,  W.  W.  Greg  and 
A.  W.  Pollard.    4to  (Bibliographical  Society),  1905. 
This  section  of  lists  of  books  issued  by  English  printers  appears  at 
an  interval  of  nine  years  from  the  last,  but  the  Bibliographical  Society 
it  probably  wise  in  seeking  completeness  rather  than  speed  in  work  of 
this  nature.     The  list  dealing  with  each  printer  is  arranged  chrono- 
logically, with  undated  works  coming  at  the  end.     Conjectural  dates 
are  added  where  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  go  upon.     Some  of  the 
printers  are  but  little  known,  c.g.^  John  Butler,  who  has  nine  items  put  to 
his  account,  five  of  them  being  at  Peterborough,  and  only  one  being  in 
any  of  the  great  libraries.     Facsimiles  are  given  of  the  various  devices 
used.    The  printers  still  to  be  dealt  with  are  the  Redmans,  the  Toys, 
Wyer,  Petit,  Wayland,  Whitchurch  and   Bonham,   and   Mr.  Pollard 
states  that  he  would  be  glad  of  help  in  the  compilation  of  these  lists. 

R.  P. 


io6  The  Library  Association  Record. 

A  SHORT  CATALOGUE  OF  ENGLISH  BOOKS  IN  ARCH- 
BISHOP MARSH'S  LIBRARY,  DUBLIN,  PRINTED  BEFORE 
MDCXLI.  By  Newport  J.  D.  White,  D.D.,  Marsh's  Librarian. 
(Bibliographical  Society.  Catalogues  of  English  Books.  No.  i.) 
viii  +  90  pp.  4to.  Oxford :  University  Press,  1905. 
In  a  general  preface  Mr.  A.  W.  Pollard  defines  the  scope  of  the 
projected  series  of  which  this  is  the  first  number.  The  Bibliographical 
Society  is  desirous  of  getting  together  materials  which  may  later  be 
worked  up  into  a  general  catalogue  of  early  English  printed  books,  and 
for  this  purpose  is  prepared  to  contribute  towards  the  expense  of  the 
paper  and  printing  of  catalogues  of  English  books  up  to  1640  in  our 
college  and  cathedral  libraries.  The  plan  is  heartily  to  be  commended 
and  the  society  to  be  congratulated  on  its  inauguration,  for  it  should 
be  the  means  of  bringing  into  the  light  of  day  many  otherwise  unknown 
English  printed  books.  There  is  one  point,  however,  which  should  be 
made  perfectly  clear  before  the  scheme  progresses  further.  Of  the 
term  English  books  it  is  stated  that  '*  the  word  English  here  includes  all 
books  in  the  English  language  wherever  printed,  and  all  books  printed 
in  England,  in  whatever  language ".  Nothing  is  said  about  books  by 
Englishmen  in  a  foreign  language  printed  abroad,  but  turning  to  p.  59 
of  the  book  under  review  we  find  entered  Lyndwood's  Constitutiones 
Anglue,  though  printed  at  Paris.  This  may  be  regarded  as  an  excep- 
tional case,  as  the  printing  was  done  at  the  expense  of  W.  Bretton, 
of  London,  but  it  would  probablv  be  well  to  state  definitely  that  such 
books  are  either  included  or  excluded.  It  would  not  be  without  a  sigh 
of  regret  that  we  should  view  their  exclusion,  for  many  English  scholars 
and  scientists  of  the  sixteenth  century  found  that  one  small  edition  of 
their  works  (in  Latin)  sufficed  for  England,  though  these  works  were 
frequently  reprinted  abroad.  As  examples  may  be  given  Wm.  Gilbert's 
work  on  the  Magnet,  first  published  in  London  in  1600  and  reprinted 
on  the  Continent  in  1628,  1633  and  1892,  the  next  edition — an  English 
translation — appearing  in  the  following  year,  once  again  on  English  soil ; 
and  the  Latin  grammar  (De  Emendata  Structura  Latini  Sermonis), 
written  by  Thomas  Linacre,  which  was  first  printed  by  Pynson  in  1524 
and  reprinted  at  Paris  and  elsewhere  in  1527, 1532,  1537,  1539,  1549  and 
1550.  The  cataloguing  in  the  work  before  us  is  simple  but  adequate  to 
the  purpose  in  hand.  The  title-pages  are  not  always  transcribed  in 
full,  but  dots  are  inserted  to  indicate  important  omissions.  The  names 
of  the  printers  and  publishers  are  given,  but  as  a  rule  no  collation. 

R.  P. 

THE  BOOK-LOVER'S  MAGAZINE.  Books  and  book-plates.  Otto 
Schulze  &  Co.,  20  South  Frederick  Street,  Edinburgh.  Subscrip- 
tion price  per  volume,  iSs.,  or  20s.  post  free. 

This  handsome  periodical  appears  bi-monthly,  and  has  now  reached 
its  sixth  volume.  Paper  and  print  are  all  that  can  be  desired,  and  the 
size  of  the  page  (12  x  8  ins.)  is  well  adapted  to  show  off  to  advantage  the 
numerous  illustrations.  For  the  contents  of  the  current  number  refer- 
ence should  be  made  to  the  Professional  Periodical  Literature  section 
where  the  journal  will  in  future  be  noticed. 


RECENT  LIBRARY  PUBLICATIONS. 

Catalogues,  bulletins  and  other  publications  for  notice  under  this  heading 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Publications  Committee,  Library  Association, 
London  School  of  Economics,  Clare  Market,  London,  W.  C.  After  notice  such 
publications  will  be  placed  in  the  Association  Library. 

CATALOGUES. 

STOCKPORT.— Stockport  Public  Library.    Supplementary  catalogue 
to  the  lending  library.    Containing  all  the  additions  from  Novem- 
ber, 1903,  to  January,  1905.    88  pp.     Price  id. 
A  dictionary  catalogue.    The  contents  of  important  works  are  set  out 

WESTMINSTER.— City  of  Westminster  Public  Libraries.    Catalogue 
of  books  in  the  lending  department  of  the  Public  Library,  Bucking- 
ham Palace  Road.    2nd  edition.    1905.    751  pp.     Price  is. 
A  dictionary  catalogue. 

AUSTRALIA,  VICTORIA.— Catalogue  of  current  periodicals  received 
at  the  Public  Library  of  Victoria.    1905.    340  pp. 
A  dictionary  catalogue,  including  all  current  periodicals  received  at  the 
Public  Library  of  Victoria,  the  term  periodicals  embracing  magazines,  news- 
papers and  publications  of  societies  and  government  departments. 

PITTSBURGH.— Classified  catalogue  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pitts- 
burgh.   Part  6.     Literature.     1905.    284  +  xxi  pp. 
A   classified  [Dewey]  catalogue,  annotated.    The  fiill  contents  in  most 

-cases  have  been  set  out.    When  all  the  parts  are  printed  an  index  of  authors 

and  subjects  will  be  added,  and  the  sections  bound  together,  making  a  complete 

classified  catalogue  in  book  form. 

BULLETINS,  GUIDES,  JOURNALS,  ETC. 

BOOTLE.— The  Bootle  Free  Library,  Museum  and  Technical  School 
journal.  Vol.  iv.  No.  32.  December,  1905.  20  pp. 
Notes  on  books,  new  and  old.  The  Bible  as  a  model  of  style. — Publisher's 
Circular,  Museum  notes.  The  beginnings  of  the  bookbinder's  art,  illustrated 
with  two  Dacsimiles  (i)  Silver  binding  on  a  Roman  missal,  1555,  (2)  Silver 
binding  on  a  Dutch  book  of  emblems,  1686.  Recent  additions  to  the  Central 
Library,  Lending  and  Reference.    Index  to  vol.  iv. 
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CROYDON. — The  Reader's  index.    The  bi-monthly  magazine  of  the 

Croydon    Public    Libraries.     Vol.    vii.    No.   6.    November   and 

December,  1905. 

The  reader's  notebook,  13  :  Travelling :  past  and  present,  by  W.  A.  Peplow. 
Brevities.  Additions :  Lending  libraries.  Library  talks  to  children.  October 
to  December,  1905.    Children's  reading-lists,  z-5. 

The  Children's  reading-lists  are  the  first  we  have  seen  of  the  kind. 

Vol.  viii.    No.  I.    January  and  February,  1906. 

The  reader's  notebook,  14:  Notable  books  of  the  vear,  by  James  D. 
Stewart.  Brevities.  Additions:  Lending  and  reference  libraries.  Periodicals 
for  1906.    Index,  vol.  vii.,  1905. 

DARWEN.— The  Darwen   Public  Library  journal.    Vol.  ii.    No.  5. 

December,  1905. 

Library  notes.  New  additions.  Books  for  boys  and  girls.  Reading-lists 
for  Huntington  lectures. 

FINSBURY. — Finsbury  Public  Libraries.  Quarterly  guide  for  readers. 

January,  1906.    52  pp.    Free. 

Notes  and  news.  List  of  recent  additions.  Select  list  of  the  works  con- 
tained in  the  Finsbury  Public  Libraries  on  historical  and  practical  printing, 
etc.  Classified  list  of  year  books,  directories,  etc.  List  of  current  periodicals 
in  classified  order. 

BiANCHESTER.— Manchester    Public    Free    Libraries.      Quarterly 

record.    Vol.  ix.    No.  2. 

Books  placed  in  the  reference  library,  April  to  June,  1905.  Classified 
[Dewey]  list.  Vol.  ix.  No.  3.  Books  placed  in  the  reference  library,  July  to 
September,  1905.  The  "Thomas  Greenwood"  library  for  librarians,  an  ap- 
preciative article,  by  W.  E.  A.  A. 

MANCHESTER  PORTICO  LIBRARY.— A  list  of  works  in  the  Por- 
tico Library  on  or  relating  to  architecture.     1905.     16  pp. 

MONTROSE,— Montrose  Public  Library.     By  Edward   Pinnington. 
Ports.     Ulus.     1905. 
A  descriptive  and  historical  account  of  the  public  library  movement  in 

Montrose,  with  a  report  of  the  opening  ceremony  of  the  new  Carnegie  building. 

STOCKPORT.— Stockport  Public  Library.    Occasional  List.     No.  i. 

20  pp.    Price  Jd. 

An  annouted  alphabetical  author-list  of  additions,  supplementing  the 
general  catalogue. 

SUNDERLAND.— The   Library  circular.    A  quarterly  catalogue  of 
additions  to  the  Sunderland  Public  Library.     No.  28.    Vol.  iii. 
October,  1905.    Free. 
Library  notes.    Museum  and  Art  Gallery  notes.    List  of  books  added  to 

the  library.    The  Flagellants :  a  relic  of  the  *'  good  old  days,"  by  J.  A.  Charlton 

Deas.    Sir  Henry  Irving's  connection  with  Sunderland. 

UNITED  STATES. 

NEW  YORK.— New  York  Public  Library.    Circulation  Department. 
Monthly  list  of  additions.    Vol.  v.    Nos.  6,  7,  8,  9.    October,  1905, 
to  January,  1906.    8  pp.  each. 
Classified  author-alphabetical  lists  of  additions. 
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GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICHIGAN.— Ryerson  Public  Library.     Bulletin. 

VoL  i.    Nos.  13,  13,  14,  15.     Gratis. 

Libraiy  notes  and  news.    Additions. 
ST.    LOUIS.— SL   Louis   Public   Library.      Monthly  bulletin.    New 

series.    Vol.  iii.    No.  9.    November,  1905. 

Recent  additions  to  the  library.  Easy  reading  in  foreign  classics.  Novels 
dealing  with  the  Middle  Ages.  Books  for  boys  and  young  men.  Culture  and 
colleges.    Three  famous  travellers. 

New  series.    Vol.  iii.    No.  10.     December,  1905. 

Recent  additions.  Essays  of  perennial  charm.  The  Far  Eastern  question. 
How  to  use  a  public  library. 

New  series.    Vol.  iv.    No.  i.    January,  1906. 

Recent  additions.    Germany. 

WISCONSIN. — Wisconsin  Library  bulletin.     Issued  by  the  Wisconsin 
Free  Library  Commission.    Vol.  i.    No.  6.    November,  1905.    Bi- 
monthly. 
Wisconsin  documents.    Gathering  of  local  history  material.    The  library 

and  the  women's  club.    Groups  of  books  for  study  clubs.    Notes  for  librarians, 

etc,  etc 


ABSTRACTS  OF  LIBRARY  REPORTS. 

Reports  for  analysis  should  be  sent  to  The  Publications  Committee, 
Library  Association,  London  School  of  Economics,  Clare  Market,  B.C. 
After  they  have  been  noticed  they  will  be  placed  in  the  Association  Library, 


Name. 


Dateaad 
No. 


Stock. 
Volt. 


iMuet. 
Volt. 


Expenditure. 


Aberdeen 

Bradford 

Colchester 

Folkestone 

Hyde    . 

Keighleyi 

Manchester 

,,  Portico   Library 

and  Newsroom 

St.  Bride  Foundation  Insti- 
tute   

Stockport     .... 

Twickenham 

Worcester    .... 


1904-5  (ai) 

1904-5  (35) 
1904-5  jii' 

1904-5 
1904-5 
1904-5 
1904-5! 


1904.5  (10) 

1904-5 
1904-5  (33) 

1904-5 


64*051 

128,558 

11.769 

13.337 

12,326 

14,440 

358.287 


X2,253 

25.427 
14,801 


360,203 

783.744 
68,005 
81,664 
60,464 
93.393 
2,397.039 


84,822 

"9.585 

53.310 

156,180 


jf3.568    7  5 

7.317  13  3 

781  14  5 

1.527  13  o 


23.514  13    6 


1,331    6  II 

551  14    4 

1.107    3    3 


z.  Extension  scheme  completed.  The  new  central  reading-room  and  the  ex- 
tended reference  department  made  available  for  public  use. 

2.  "  The  most  important  event  .  .  .  has  been  the  exhibition  which  was  pro- 
moted to  inaugurate  the  work  of  the  Cartwright  Hall."  The  net  profits 
handed  over  to  the  Corporation  amounted  to  ;|^i5,ooo.  Wibsey  Branch 
Library  opened. 

7.  Site  for  new  reference  library  acquired.  The  **  Thomas  Greenwood  "  lib- 
rary for  librarians  has  been  presented,  and  the  books  have  been  placed  in  a 
special  room  prepared  for  their  reception.  The  library  consists,  at  present, 
of  about  9,400  volumes.  When  the  books  are  arranged  and  catalogued  they 
will  be  available  .  .  .  under  certain  conditions  to  those  interested  in  library 
management.  An  excellent  bust  of  Thomas  De  Quincy ,  the  work  of  Mr.  John 
Cassidy,  has  been  presented  to  the  Committee.    Student's  tickets  adopted. 

8.  Contains  good  illustrations  of  the  library.  Families  of  proprietors  allowed 
to  use  the  various  departments. 

iz.  New  Carnegie  building  about  to  be  erected. 

Z2.  During  the  year  the  catalogue  of  books  forming  the  Worcester  collection 
has  beien  revised. 

W.  J.  H. 


^  Contains  supplementary  list  of  books  added  to  the  library  since  the  opening. 


NOTES  AND  NEWS. 

Readers  are  desired  to  address  communications  for  the  Notes  and  News 
section  {Adoptions^  Benefactions,  New  Buildings^  Notes  on  Library  Practice, 
Appointments,  Obituaries)  to  Whitcomb  House,  Whitcomb  Street,  Pall  Mall 
East,S.W, 

ADOPTION. 

OAKLEY. — The  Public  Libraries  Acts  were  adopted  on  the  22nd 
December,  by  22  votes  to  i,  at  the  village  of  Oakley,  near  Brill,  Bucking- 
hamshire. This  makes  the  fifth  rural  parish  in  the  county  of  Bucking- 
ham to  adopt  the  Acts,  the  others  being  Middle  Claydon,  Steeple  Claydon, 
East  Claydon  and  Water  Eaton. 

BENEFACTIONS. 

DOWNPATRICK.— Mr.  Carnegie  has  offered  ;f2,ooo  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  public  library  at  Downpatrick,  on  condition  that  a  recent 
bequest  of  ;^2,500  is  invested  as  capital  for  the  support  of  the  library. 
The  estimated  product  of  the  penny  rate  is  £^^  and  of  the  bequest  ;f68 
a  year. 

STOKE  NEWINGTON.— The  late  Mr.  E.  J.  Sage  has  bequeathed 
to  the  Stoke  Newington  Public  Library  the  whole  of  his  books,  prints, 
pictures  and  manuscripts.  The  bequest  includes  5,000  to  6,000  volumes 
of  standard  works,  including  many  on  topography;  many  thousands 
of  prints ;  and  also  a  collection  of  manuscripts,  etc.,  relating  to  the 
Romford  and  Barking  districts  of  Essex.  Mr.  Sage  was  one  of  the 
Library  Commissioners  for  Stoke  Newington  appointed  in  1890,  and 
held  onice  as  Commissioner  and  Member  of  the  Committee  to  the  time 
of  his  death  in  December  last. 

TOTTENHAM.— Mr.  Carnegie  has  offered  ;£ 5,ooo  for  the  extension 
of  the  Tottenham  Public  Library.  A  former  offer  of  ;f  10,000  for  two 
branch  libraries  in  the  district  was  rejected  because  Tottenham  was 
not  prepared  to  comply  with  Mr.  Carnegie's  conditions. 

WILLESDEN  GREEN.— For  the  enlargement  of  the  Willesden 
Green  Public  Library  Mr.  Carnegie  has  offered  ;f3,ooo. 

NEW  BUILDINGS  AND  EXTENSIONS. 

BERMONDSEY.— The  St.  Olave  Public  Library,  hitherto  housed 
at  the  St.  Olave  and  St.  John's  Institute,  at  a  rental  of  ;^i25  per  annum, 
has  been  transferred  to  permanent  premises  in  Tooley  Street,  to  a 
building  which  was  formerly  St.  John's  Girls'  School.  It  has  been 
adapted  for  library  purposes  at  a  cost  of  ^"2,000,  exclusive  of  furniture, 
the  price  paid  for  the  freehold  property  being  ;f 2,500,  and  for  both  of 
these  amounts  loans  have  been  taken  from  the  London  County  Council. 
The  opening  ceremony  of  the  new  building  was  performed  on  the  22nd 
of  January,  by  the  Mayor  of  Bermondsey,  Councillor  Bulmer,  and  at 
which  Alderman  Colonel  S.  B.  Bevington,  the  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Libraries  Committee,  presided. 

BIDEFORD. — The  7th  February  was  a  great  day  for  Bideford,  as  on 
this  date  the  Public  Library  was  opened  by  Mr.  C.  Strachan  Carnegie,  of 
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Northam  ;  a  Kingsley  statue  unveiled  by  Lord  Clinton :  and  the  Muni- 
cipal Buildings  opened  by  the  Mayor,  Alderman  John  Cock.  In  de- 
claring the  library  open  Mr.  C.  S.  Carnegie  said  that  his  friend  and 
kinsman  the  donor  of  the  library,  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  desired  him  to 
convey  to  the  burgesses  his  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  library,  and 
the  happiness  of  all  its  people.  The  speaker's  advice  to  the  young  men 
of  Bidetord  was  to  find  out  what  subjects  interested  them  most,  and  to 
specialise  in  them. 

BRADFORD.— The  sixteenth  branch  of  the  Bradford  Public 
Libraries  was  opened  at  East  Bowling  on  the  22nd  January,  Alderman 
Toothill,  the  Chairman  of  the  Libraries  Committee,  presiding.  Alder- 
man Peel  declared  the  library  open,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
more  youthful  members  of  the  audience  would  cultivate  the  taste  for 
reading  the  higher  forms  of  literature,  which  would  be  of  great  service  to 
them,  and  stimulate  them  to  an  appreciation  of  the  duties  of  citizenship. 

CARLTON.— The  Public  Library  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of 
Carlton,  Nottinghamshire,  was  opened  on  the  loth  February  by  the 
Right  Hon.  J.  £.  Ellis,  M.P.,  who  in  the  course  of  his  address  said 
they  were  taking  part  in  a  great  movement  which  had  run  throughout 
the  land — the  public  library  system.  That  movement  owed  its  incep- 
tion to  a  great  Liverpool  member  of  Parliament,  a  Mr.  Ewart,  who 
thought  it  was  only  right  that  the  ratepayers  should  have  power  to 
devote  some  of  their  money  to  free  libraries.  The  movement  met  with 
great  opposition  in  its  day,  and  the  amount  that  could  be  expended  was 
limited  to  a  very  small  sum.  He  had  heard  speeches  by  men  in  the 
House  of  Commons  who,  like  himself,  were  in  favour  of  sweeping  away 
that  limit.  He  had  also  heard  men  say  that  the  ratepayers  could  not 
be  trusted  to  spend  their  own  money,  and  that 'libraries  were  nuisances. 
They  evidently  did  not  believe  it  in  this  division,  for  in  Rushcliffe  more 
parishes  had  adopted  the  Libraries  Act  than  in  almost  any  division  in 
the  country.  The  day  was  rapidly  approaching  when  the  position  of  a 
local  governing  body  in  regard  to  all  that  made  for  the  uplifting  of  the 
social  life  of  the  people  would  be  judged  by  whether  the  Libraries  Act 
was  carried  out.  He  was  one  who  on  all  these  matters  would  trust  the 
ratepayers,  and  was  all  for  spending  the  rates  on  libraries  and  educa- 
tion, and  less  on  pauperism.  The  object  of  a  community  should  be  the 
attainment  of  high  religious,  moral  and  intellectual  ideals.  No  district 
stood  more  in  need  of  such  ideals  than  where  the  population  was  chiefly 
composed  of  persons  in  receipt  of  weekly  wages.  Fortunately  all  the 
trend  of  our  social  progress  led  to  this :  that  there  was  coming  greater 
leisure  to  those  in  receipt  of  weekly  wages.  One  feature  of  the  last 
forty  years  had  been  the  lessening  of  the  hours  appropriated  to  actual 
toil.  That  meant  more  leisure  for  such  pursuits  as  could  be  carried  on 
in  libraries.  Speaking  as  a  lover  of  books,  he  remembered  before  he 
was  of  age,  going  into  Nottingham  Market  Place  and  buying  an  easy 
chair  (which  he  still  had)  and  a  good  walnut  bookshelf.  He  took  them 
to  Hucknall,  and  filled  the  bookshelf  with  books.  Many  hours,  when 
he  ought  to  have  been  in  bed,  he  had  spent  in  that  chair  reading  those 
books.  After  impressing  upon  his  hearers  the  importance  of  having  a 
librarian  who  was  a  real  lover  of  books,  Mr.  Ellis  urged  that  it  was 
upon  books  rather  than  upon  newspapers  and  periodicals  that  attention 
should  be  concentrated.  He  confessed  himself  a  great  novel  reader, 
but  he  was  also  a  great  reader  of  biography  and  works  of  travel. 
Coming  to  poetry,  every  one  felt  how  difficult  it  was  to  give  utterance 
to  thoughts  about  the  things  on  which  one  felt  most  deeply  in  bereave- 
ment or  joy,  and  then  it  was  that  one  took  refuge  in  the  great  poets. 
In  this  library,  concluded  the  speaker,  was  an  exhaustless  mine  of 
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pleasure,  and  he  trusted  that  those  who  entered  would  take  full  advan- 
tage of  it  The  Chairman  of  the  District  Council  (Mr.  J.  Lewin),  who 
presided  at  the  ceremony,  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Ellis,  and  men- 
tioned that  the  Right  Hon.  gentleman  had  increased  his  donation  to  the 
book  fund  from  £$0  to  ;£'ioo.  Similar  recognition  was  made  to  the  Earl 
of  Carnarvon,  the  donor  of  the  site,  and  to  Mr.  Carnegie,  the  donor  of 
the  building. 

CHELMSFORD. — On  the  3rd  February  new  public  buildings  in 
Chelmsford,  comprising  a  Public  Library,  Museum,  and  Science  and 
Art  School,  were  formally  opened  by  Lady  Rayleigh.  The  ceremony 
was  presided  over  by  the  Mayor  of  Chelmsford  (Alderman  F.  Chancellor), 
whose  energies  mainly  have  put  the  town  in  possession  of  a  public 
library,  and  who  has  given  his  services  as  architect  of  the  buildings 
gratuitously. 

GLASGOW. — The  estimated  cost  of  the  new  building  for  the 
Mitchell  Library  is  ;f52,850,  and  the  architect  is  Mr.  William  B. 
Whitie,  of  Glasgow.  The  building  will  cover  an  area  of  over  19,000 
square  feet,  and  there  will  remain  a  considerable  space  for  extension 
of  the  building  in  the  future.  There  is  shelving  for  about  400,000 
volumes,  and  in  addition  to  the  necessary  administrative  offices,  the 
accommodation  includes  a  reading-room  for  300  readers,  a  student's- 
room  for  50  readers,  a  ladies'-room  for  50  readers,  and  a  magazine- 
room  for  200  readers.  The  collections  at  the  Mitchell  Library  include 
the  Jeffrey  Reference  Library,  the  Glasgow  Collection  and  the  Burns 
Library. 

HARROGATE.— The  new  building  for  the  Harrogate  Public  Lib- 
rary was  opened  on  the  24th  January,  by  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  the  Mayor,  Dr.  N.  Williams,  presiding  at  the  ceremony.  The 
Bishop,  in  the  course  of  his  opening  address,  compared  in  a  very  in- 
teresting manner  Harrogate  as  it  is  with  Harrogate  as  it  was,  and  in 
concludmg  he  expressed  the  hope  that  the  library  would  be  largely  used. 
He  urged  the  plan  of  reading  fiction  dealing  with  one's  own  county. 
Topographical  fiction  was  useful,  and  should  not  be  read  for  mere  ex- 
citement. If  good  fiction  were  studied  it  would  be  found  that  every 
book  was  written  with  a  purpose.  He  hoped  the  new  library  would 
increase  the  happiness  and  goodwill  of  the  inhabitants  of  Harrogate. 

HORBURY. — Horbury's  Public  Library  was  opened  on  the  14th 
February  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Urban  District  Council,  Councillor  A. 
Horsfield,  the  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee,  Councillor  A.  Nell, 
presiding. 

HUDDERSFIELD.— The  new  Branch  Public  Library,  erected  at 
Aldmondbury,  was  opened  on  the  24th  February,  by  Sir  Thomas 
Brooke,  Bart.,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Library  Committee, 
Alderman  O.  Balmforth,  presided  at  the  ceremony.  Mr.  Carnegie  had 
provided  the  building  by  a  gilt  of  ;^i,50o.  Sir  John  Ramsden  the  site,  and 
the  old  Mechanics'  Institute  Trust  an  endowment  of  ;f  1,000  towards  the 
annual  maintenance. 

Sir  Thomas  Brooke,  who  had  taken  out  the  first  book  from  the 
library,  in  the  course  of  a  short  address,  said  he  looked  back  with  plea- 
sure to  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  library  movement  some  years  ago. 
A  library  he  regarded  as  a  necessary  instrument  of  education,  for 
education  meant  much  more  than  was  implied  in  school  training.  What 
could  help  them  more  than  having  access  to  the  best  authorities  and 
books  on  any  subject  on  which  they  might  desire  to  be  enlightened  ?  A 
public  library  was  not  only  a  means  of  education  by  enabling  them  to 
torm  their  opinions  on  all  sorts  of  matters,  but  it  was  a  most  valuable 
and  useful  means  of  recreation.    He  hoped  that  the  readers  in  that 
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library  would  be  guided  towards  a  healthy  class  of  literature  which 
could  not  fail  to  benefit  them.  Alderman  J.  A.  Brooke  proposed  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Carnegie,  and  said  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  thank- 
ing Mr.  Carnegie  personally.  Turning  to  the  use  of  the  library  he  said 
the  wise  man  would  go  there  to  get  wisdom,  the  foolish  man  to  get  rid 
of  his  folly,  the  poor  man  to  lay  down  the  burden  of  his  poverty,  and 
the  rich  man  to  relieve  the  tedium  of  his  riches. 

ISLINGTON. — On  the  3rd  February  the  reading-room  of  the 
Highgate  Hill  Unitarian  Church  was  declared  open  as  a  public  room 
until  such  time  as  the  new  branch  library  now  in  course  of  erection  for 
North  Islington  is  completed.  The  room  was  declared  open  by  the 
Mayor  of  Islington,  Mr.  D.  S.  Waterlow,  M.P.,  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  Public  Libraries  Committee,  Councillor  Bryen,  presided.  The 
speeches  on  the  occasion  paid  tribute  to  the  generosity  of  the  Highgate 
Unitarian  Church,  and  to  the  excellent  educational  work  carried  on  by 
the  church. 

LURGAN. — On  the  8th  January  the  new  building  for  the  Lurgan 
Public  Library  was  formally  opened  by  Mrs.  MacGeagh,  wife  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Urban  District  Council  and  of  the  Public  Library. 

ST.  ANNE*S.— The  St.  Anne's  Public  Library  was  declared  open 
on  the  loth  January  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Speny,  the  Chairman  of  the 
District  Council.  The  building  has  been  erected  with  a  Carnegie  gift 
of  jf'SySoo,  and  the  site  was  presented  by  the  St.  Anne's  Land  and  Build- 
ing Company. 

SHIPLEY. — The  formal  opening  of  the  Windhill  Branch  Library, 
Shipley,  took  place  on  the  6th  January,  and  was  the  occasion  of  con- 
siderable local  interest.  The  building  was  opened  by  Mr.  James  Roberts, 
Chairman  of  the  Shipley  District  Council,  and  the  principal  speech  on 
the  occasion  was  one  by  Dr.  Joseph  Wright,  Professor  of  Philology, 
Oxford,  and  a  native  of  the  Shipley  district.  In  the  course  of  his 
address.  Dr.  Wright  said  that  in  his  estimation  this  was  the  greatest 
event  that  had  happened  in  Windhill  in  his  memory.  In  his  earlier 
days  it  was  extremely  difficult  for  ordinary  people  to  have  access  to 
books  or  to  form  a  collection  of  books.  Now  they  would  be  able  to 
come  to  the  library,  finding  the  books  collected  for  them  and  available 
for  home  reading  without  charge.  He  strongly  recommended  the  read- 
ing of  poetry,  travels,  biography  and  works  on  political  economy  and 
sociology.  Dr.  Wright  also  recommended  the  provision  of  French  and 
German  grammars  and  dictionaries,  and  also  some  of  the  best  books  in 
those  languages,  and  also  the  best  books  on  modern  history.  He  also 
made  reference  to  the  production  of  the  English  Dialect  Dictionary^  a 
work  which  he  commenced  twelve  years  ago  and  finished  last  Sep- 
tember. 

STAMFORD.— The  Stamford  Public  Library  was  opened  on  the 
25th  January  by  Earl  Brownlow,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of 
Lincoln.  The  ceremony  was  presided  over  by  the  Mayor,  Councillor 
George  Higgs. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

BETTING  NEWS. —The  Gateshead  Public  Library  Committee 
has  recently  decided  to  blot  out  the  betting  news.  Grimsby  and  Wor- 
cester have  also  considered  the  question  and  decided  against "  blacking 
out". 

BIRKENHEAD  AND  ITS  NEW  LIBRARY.— A  difficulty,  which 
the  Committee  considers  insurmountable,  has  arisen  in  connection 
with  the  site  for  the  new  Central  Library  for  which  Mr.  Carnegie  has 
promised  ;f  15,000.    Mr.  W.  H.  Lever,  M.P.,  undertook  to  provide  a 
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site  on  condition  that  the  whole  of  Mr.  Carnegie's  gift  be  expended 
upon  the  building  alone.  It  was  estimated  that  the  furnishing  of  the 
liorary  would  cost  between  ^£"2,500  and  jf 3,000,  and  with  a  view  to  rais- 
ing that  amount,  the  Education  Committee  opened  negotiations  with 
the  Library  Committee  for  securing  the  present  library  building  for 
offices  for  the  education  department.  The  proposal  was  submitted  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  which  disapproved  of  a  transaction  of 
such  a  nature  between  two  Committees  of  the  same  Corporation,  and 
consequently  withheld  their  sanction  of  the  scheme.  Mr.  Lever's  site, 
under  the  circumstances,  cannot  be  utilised,  and  for  some  weeks  past 
the  Library  Committee  has  been  endeavouring  to  discover  another  site 
which  would  be  as  convenient  and  as  central  as  the  one  offered  by  Mr. 
Lever.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Committee  it  was  decided  to  re- 
commend to  the  Council  that  a  piece  of  land  which  is  at  present  the 
property  of  the  Corporation  be  used  for  the  purpose,  and  which  was 
suggested  for  the  new  library  prior  to  Mr.  Lever's  offer. 

CARNEGIE  OFFER  REFUSED.— As  the  result  of  a  post-card 
poll  the  Bath  ratepayers  have  declined  a  Carnegie  offer  of  ;f  13,000  for 
the  erection  of  a  public  library.  The  result  of  the  polling  was  2,109  for 
and  4,761  against.  The  question  was  considerably  discussed  at  various 
meetings  in  and  out  of  the  Council  for  some  months  before  the  poll  was 
taken. 

LOSS  OF  BOOKS.— Books  have  been  stolen  recently  from  the 
Blackburn  and  Birkdale  Public  Libraries,  and  also  from  the  Patent 
Office  Library*  At  Blackburn  the  delinquent  was  sentenced  to  one 
month's  imprisonment. 

PRESENTATIONS  TO  MR.  COTGREAVE  AND  MR. 
ROBERTS. — Mr.  A.  Cotgreave,  who  was  until  recently  Chief 
Librarian  of  the  West  Ham  Public  Libraries,  and  who  has  now  retired 
from  active  work  in  the  library  profession,  has  been  the  recipient  of  a 
handsomely  illuminated  address  from  the  Society  of  Public  Librarians, 
of  which  society  he  has  been  a  member  since  its  inception.  The  address 
is  as  follows : — 

"To  Alfred  Cotgreave,  Esq.,  F.R.Hist.S. 
"We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Society  of  Public  Lib- 
rarians, take  this  opportunity  of  tendering  to  you  an  expression  of  our 
deepest  regret  upon  your  retirement.  We  have  always  recognised 
your  efforts  to  promote  all  that  tends  to  the  welfare  of  public 
librarians  and  the  conscientious  devotion  with  which  you  have 
applied  yourself  to  the  manifold  and  arduous  duties  appertaining 
to  the  high  position  you  have  held  in  the  library  world,  and  it  is 
our  fervent  wish  and  hope  that  you  and  Mrs.  Cotgreave  may  be 
favoured  with  good  health  for  many  years  to  enable  you  to  enjoy 
your  well-earned  rest." 

The  address  was  illuminated  by  Mr.  G.  H.  McCall,  and  is  a  fine 
specimen  of  that  clever  artist's  work. 

On  retiring  from  office  under  the  new  scheme  promulgated  by  the 
Southwark  Borough  Council,  Mr.  H.  D.  Roberts  was  presented  recently 
with  a  testimonial  subscribed  by  eighty-one  friends  and  admirers.  The 
gathering  was  presided  over  by  the  Right  Hon.  L.  K.  Causton,  M.P., 
who  expressed  nis  regret  that  they  had  lost  the  services  of  Mr.  Roberts 
as  librarian,  and  spoke  of  his  connection  with  the  library  from  its  in- 
ception and  of  his  faithful  service  during  eleven  and  a  half  years.  The 
testimonial  was  accompanied  by  the  presentation  of  a  handsome  grand- 
father's clock  and  a  silver  cigarette  case.  The  clock  bears  the  follow- 
ing inscription :  "  Presented  to  Mr.  H.  D.  Roberts  by  his  friends  on  the 
termination  of  his  appointment  of  Librarian  of  St.  Saviour's  Public 
Library,  after  many  years  of  zealous  service. — January,  1906." 
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SUNDAY  OPENING.— The  Glasgow  City  Council  recently  dis- 
cussed the  question  of  the  Sunday  opening  of  the  Public  Libraries  and 
decided  against  the  proposal  by  42  votes  to  13. 

WIRKSWORTH'S  LIBRARY  AND  A  BEQUEST  ORDER 
IN  HIGH  COURT.— In  the  Chancery  Division  on  the  31st  January, 
Mr.  Justice  Swinfen-Eady  had  before  him  a  summons  by  which  the 
trustees  of  the  testatrix  asked  the  direction  of  the  Court  as  to  the  dis- 
posal of  certain  money  left  for  charitable  purposes.  Mr.  Northcote, 
who  represented  the  trustees,  stated  that  the  testatrix  had  bequeathed 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish  of  Wirksworth, 
Derby.  The  Urban  District  Council  of  Wirksworth  were  proposing  to 
build  a  public  library  under  the  Public  Libraries  Act,  and  the  trustees 
were  desirous  of  giving  ;^850  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  public 
library,  and  they  proposed  to  hand  that  sum  over  to  the  District  Council 
or  the  Library  Committee.  There  was,  however,  a  difficulty,  which 
was  that  the  urban  district  did  not  embrace  the  whole  of  the  parish. 
Under  Section  11  of  the  Public  Libraries  Act  a  District  Council  had 
power  to  erect  and  maintain  a  public  library  which  should  be  open  free 
to  anybody  and  maintain  a  lending  library  which  should  be  free  to 
persons  living  in  the  district.  They  might  extend  the  benefits  of  the 
lending  library  to  persons  outside  the  district,  and  make  a  charge  or 
not  as  they  thought  fit. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Parker,  who  represented  the  Attorney-General,  thought 
the  difficulty  might  be  overcome  by  the  Council  agreeing  that  the 
benefits  should  extend  to  all  members  pf  the  parish  free. 

His  lordship  directed  that  the  trustees  should  be  at  liberty  to  hand 
over  to  the  Urban  Council  ^"850  for  the  purposes  of  their  library  scheme 
upon  the  understanding  that  the  Council  should  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment to  admit  all  members  of  the  parish  free  to  all  benefits  of  the 
library. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Baker  (E.  A.).— Mr.  E.  A.  Baker,  M.A.,  Librarian,  Wallasey  Public 
Libraries,  has  been  appointed  Borough  Librarian,  Woolwich. 

Coutts  (H.  T.).— Mr.  H.  T.  Coutts,  Librarian-in-charge,  Central 
Lending  Department,  Croydon  Public  Libraries,  has  been  appointed  a 
Branch  Librarian,  Islington. 

Halley  (Richard). — Mr.  R.  Halley,  Assistant  Librarian,  Hawick 
Public  Library,  has  been  appointed  Librarian. 

Hatcher  (A.  F.).— Mr.  A.  F.  Hatcher,  Assistant,  West  Ham  Public 
Libraries,  has  been  appointed  Senior  Assistant,  Bolton. 

Jones  (Alice). — Miss  Alice  Jones,  Assistant,  Finsbury  Public  Library, 
has  been  appointed  a  Senior  Assistant,  Islington. 

M'Naim  (George  S.).— Mr.  George  S.  M 'Nairn,  Librarian,  Hawick 
Public  Library,  has  been  appointed  Librarian,  Motherwell  Public 
Library. 

Nagle  (W.  H.). — Mr.  W.  H.  Nagle  has  been  appointed  Librarian  of 
Littlehampton.  Mr.  Nagle  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Brighton 
Public  Library  Committee. 

Pumell  (H.  Rutherford).— Mr.  H.  Rutherford  Pumell,  late  of  the 
Bodleian  and  Queen's  College  Libraries,  Oxford,  has  been  appointed 
Librarian-in-charge,  Central  Reference  Department,  Croydon  Public 
Libraries. 
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Robiiiaoo  (S.  C). — Mr.  S.  C.  Robinson,  Assistant,  Poplar  Public 
Libraries,  has  been  appointed  Senior  Assistant,  Greenwich. 

Scott  (James  C ). — Mr.  James  C.  Scott,  Assistant  Librarian,  Stock- 
port, has  been  appointed  first  Librarian  at  Westhoughton. 

Shaw  (Peter). — Mr.  Peter  Shaw  has  been  appointed  Librarian  of 
the  Haddington  Town  and  County  Library. 

Stewart  (J.  D.).— Mr.  J.  D.  Stewart,  Senior  Assistant,  Central 
Reference  Department,  Croydon  Public  Libraries,  has  been  appointed 
Chief  Assistant,  Islington. 

Wangh  (William  Graham). — Mr.  W.  G.  Waugh,  Assistant  Lib- 
rarian, Central  Library,  Edinburgh,  has  been  appointed  Librarian, 
Stirling  Public  Library. 

Youns:  (J.  D.). — Mr.  J.  D.  Young,  Assistant,  Pulham  Public  Lib- 
raries, has  been  appointed  Sub-Librarian,  Greenwich. 


OBITUARY. 

CHADWICK  (Dr.  James  R.).— By  the  death  of  Dr.  James  R. 
Chadwick  in  September  last  the  American  library  profession  loses  a 
keen  enthusiast  in  the  library  cause  as  applied  to  medicine.  Born  in 
Boston  in  1844  he  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1865  and  took  up  medical 
studies.  After  travelling  for  some  years  he  settled  in  practice  at  Boston 
in  1873.  He  was  an  ardent  book-lover,  and  was  really  the  founder  of 
the  Boston  Medical  Library  in  1875,  for  which  institution  he  worked 
strenuously  as  librarian  for  many  years.  It  was  chiefly  owing  to  his 
exertions  that  the  present  fine  buildmg  in  the  Fenway  became  possible, 
which  now  houses  the  medical  books  and  periodicals  of  the  Boston 
Athenaeum,  Harvard  College,  the  Tiedemann  Library  and  the  Boston 
Public  Library.  Appreciative  notices  of  his  life  may  be  seen  in  the 
Bulletin  of  the  Harvard  Medical  Alumni  Association  for  January  last. 

PARKER  (George),— By  the  death  of  Mr.  George  Parker,  who 
passed  away  suddenly  after  an  illness  of  only  two  days'  duration,  the 
Bodleian  Library  loses  one  of  its  oldest  assistants.  He  was  born  on 
3rd  March,  1838,  commenced  work  at  the  library  in  1854,  and  was  con- 
tinuously employed  until  the  time  of  his  death,  so  that  his  figure  has 
been  a  familiar  one  to  all  the  students  and  readers  there  during  the 
last  two  generations.  At  the  Bodleian  Tercentenary  in  1902,  the  Uni- 
versity conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Hon.  M.A.,  and  in  1904,  being 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  work  at  the  lib  iry,  the  staff  presented 
him  with  a  silver  tea-service,  together  with  au  address  signed  by  the 
librarian  and  the  members  of  the  staff.  In  addition  to  carrying  out  his 
duties  at  the  Bodleian,  Mr.  Parker  was  engaged  at  various  times  in  most 
of  the  college  libraries  and  institutions  in  Oxford,  and  catalogued  many 
private  libraries  in  the  county  and  elsewhere.  For  the  last  five  years 
he  has  been  busily  employed  during  the  spare  time  at  his  disposal  in 
arranging  the  city  archives  and  tracing  the  pedigrees  and  histories  of 
many  important  families.  In  188 1  Mr.  Parker  started  the  Oxford 
Branch  of  the  Anti-Vivisection  Society.  He  was  for  some  time  its 
Hon.  Treasurer,  and  always  evinced  the  keenest  interest  in  the  objects 
the  society  was  endeavouring  to  promote.  He  was  responsible  also, 
since  its  formation  in  1884,  for  all  the  clerical  work  in  connection  with 
the  Oxford  Historical  Society.  It  was  thus  a  busy  and  useful  life  that 
has  now  drawn  to  its  close,  and  the  craft  of  librarianship  in  the  passing 
of  Mr.  Parker  has  lost  a  very  capable  worker,  of  gentle  and  unassuming 
personality. 
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NOTICE. 
April  Monthly  Meeting, 

By  an  error  the  April  Monthly  Meeting  is  announced  on  the  official 
programme  to  take  place  on  Easter  Monday.  The  meetin|  will  be  held 
on  Monday,  23rd  April,  at  8  p.m.,  at  the  London  School  oT  Economics. 

Annual  Meeting,  1906,  Bradford. 

Offers  of  papers  for  the  Annual  Meeting  should  be  sent  to  the  under- 
signed not  later  than  7th  April.  Should  it  be  found  impracticable  to 
include  any  of  the  papers  offered  in  the  programme  of  the  Annual 
Meeting,  they  would  be  considered  in  preparing  the  next  programme 
of  the  Monthly  Meetings  of  the  Association. 

Henry  Bond, 
Hon.  Secretary,  Publications  Committee, 
Whitcomb  House,  Whitcomb  St., 
Pall  Mall  East,  S.W. 

North-Western  Branch  of  the  Library  Association. 

Annual  Mbbtino. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  above  Association  was  held  at  the  Harris 
Institute,  Preston,  on  Thursday,  i8th  January,  1906.  The  members 
were  received  by  Alderman  Hamilton  (Chairman  of  the  Preston  Libranr 
Committee),  Alderman  Ormerod  (Mayor  of  Preston),  Mr.  W.  S.  Bramwell 
(Librarian),  Mr.  W.  B.  Barton  (Curator,  Art  Gallery,  Preston),  Alderman 
Woods  and  other  members  of  the  Committee.  Among  those  present 
were  Messrs.  C.  W.  Sutton,  M.A.  (Manchester),  C.  Madeley  (Warring- 
ton), J.  W.  Singleton  (Accrington),  H.  Townend  (Bury),  A.  Sparke  (Bol- 
ton), C.  H.  Hunt  (Bootle), Edward  McKnight  (Choriey),  James  Hutt,  M.A. 
(Liverpool  Lyceum),  E.  A.  Baker,  M.A.  (Wallasey),  G.  T.  Shaw  (Liver- 
pool Athenseum),  C.  Gjoodyear  (Lancashire  Independent  College),  R. 
Ashton  (Blackburn),  John  Haines  (Liverpool),  J.  Pomfret  ( Darwen),  and 
Hargreaves  Wilkinson  (Rawtenstall).  Before  the  Business  Meeting  the 
members  were  entertained  to  tea  by  Alderman  Hamilton,  who  was  very 
cordially  thanked  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Sutton  on  behalf  of  the  Branch.  The 
Mayor  of  Preston  (Alderman  Ormerod)  paid  a  high  tribute  to  Alderman 
Hamilton's  great  work  on  behalf  of  the  Art  Gallery  and  Public  Library 
in  Preston.  The  Business  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Art^Gallery,  Mr.  C. 
W.  Sutton  in  the  chair. 
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Annual  Report. 
The  Secretary  (Mr.  C.  Madcley)  read  the  following  report : — 
During  the  year  1905  the  Branch  met  three  times,  as  follows : — 
May  i6th,  Annual  Meeting  at  the  John  Rylands  Library. 
June  23rd,  at  the  Wallasey  Public  Library,  Liscard. 
October  12th,  at  the  Bury  Public  Library. 
The  number  of  persons  present  at  each  of  the  first  two  meetings 

was  28,  and  at  the  last  50,  the  attendance  on  each  occasion  including 

a  considerable  proportion  of  visitors. 

Papers  Read. 

The  following  papers  have  been  read  before  the  Branch  during  the 
year:— 

**  The  Music  Library  presented  to  the  City  of  Manchester  by  Dr. 
H.  Watson,"  described  by  Dr.  Watson. 

<<  Charles  Dickens  Revisited,"  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Sibbald  (Wallasey 
Public  Libraries  Committee). 

"  The  Wallasey  Public  Libraries :  Points  of  Library  Practice,"  by 
Mr.  E.  A.  Baker  (Wallasey  Public  Libraries). 

"  Bookbinding :  A  Suggestion,"  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Singleton  (Accrington 
Public  Library). 

"The  Technical  Library:  Its  Proper  Place,"  by  Mr.  A.  Sparke 
(Bolton  Public  Library). 

"The  Bury  Public  Library  and  Art  Gallery,"  by  Mr.  H.  Townend 
(Bury  Public  Library). 

"Bury  Bibliography,"  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Green  (Moss  Side  Public 
Library,  Manchester). 

The  number  of  members  of  the  Branch  at  this  date  is  62,  of  whom 
55  are  members  of  the  Library  Association  and  7  of  the  Branch  only. 
There  are  113  members  of  the  Library  Association  residing  in  Lanca- 
shire and  Cheshire,  but  the  number  mentioned,  55,  includes  all  those 
who  have  so  far  indicated  in  anv  way  their  desire  to  become  members 
of  the  Branch.  It  is  probable  that  the  number  of  both  classes  of  mem- 
bers might  be  greatly  increased  by  a  little  systematic  canvassing. 

Accounts. 

The  Secretary  presented  a  financial  statement  showing  an  income 
of  £1^  14s.  ojd.  and  an  expenditure  of  jf^ii  14s.  5^.  with  a  balance  in 
hand  of  £^  19s.  yd. 

Summer  School. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Summer  School  Committee  (Mr.  Edward 
McKnight)  submitted  the  report  of  that  Committee.  The  Summer 
School  of  the  Branch  was  held  in  the  Central  Public  Library,  the 
Gamble  Institute,  St.  Helens,  on  the  27th,  28th  and  29th  June,  1905. 
Twenty-two  students  attended  from  the  following  libraries ;  Accrington, 
Blackburn,  Bolton  Co-operative,  Bootle,  Darwen,  Denton,  Eccles,  Liver- 
pool Lyceum,  St.  Helens,  Wallasey,  Warrington,  Waterloo-with-Sea- 
fbrth,  Widnes  and  Wigan.  Mr.  H.  R.  Lacey,  the  venerable  Chairman 
of  the  St.  Helens  Libraries  Committee  offered  a  very  cordial  welcome 
to  the  students  on  behalf  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation. 

The  following  lectures  were  given : — 

"The  Story  of  Books,"  by  Mr.  James  Hutt,  M.A.  (Librarian  of  the 
Liverpool  (Lyceum)  Library). 

"  Library  Charging  Systems,"  by  Mr.  Alfred  Lancaster  (Librarian  of 
the  St.  Helens  Public  Libraries). 

"Aids  for  Readers,"  by  Mr.  G.  T.  Shaw  (Librarian  of  the  Liverpool 
Athenaeum). 
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"The  History  of  Bookbinding,'' by  Mr.  C.  H.  Hunt  (Librarian  of 
the  Bootle  Public  Libraries). 

"  Practical  Cataloguing,"  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Baker,  M.A.  (Librarian  of 
the  Wallasey  Public  Libraries). 

On  Thursday  visits  were  paid  to  the  Thatto  Heath  Branch  Library 
and  the  Eccleston  Branch  Library,  after  which  the  students  were  en- 
tertained to  tea  by  the  Libraries  Committee. 

Fourteen  students  sent  in  reports  of  the  lectures,  and  prizes  for  the 
best  papers  were  awarded : — 

First  prize,  Mr.  Herbert  Henderson,  Liverpool  (Lyceum)  Library. 

Second  prize,  Mr.  Sydney  Lamb,  St  Helens  Public  Library. 

Third  prize,  Mr.  Herbert  Edwards,  St.  Helens  Public  Library. 

The  thanks  of  the  Summer  School  Committee  are  due  and  have 
been  offered  to  the  St.  Helens  Committee  for  their  assistance  in  making 
the  school  a  success. 

Special  Education  Committbb. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Education  of  Library  Assist- 
ants in  the  North- Western  District  was  submitted  by  the  Secretary 
to  the  Committee  (Mr.  McKnight)  and  was  referred  to  the  Council  for 
consideration  and  report  to  the  next  General  Meeting. 

Election  op  Oppicers:  New  President  and  Secretary. 
The  election  of  Officers  and  Council  was  as  follows : — 
President— Councillor  T.  C  Abbot,  Manchester. 
Hon.  Secretary — Mr.  Edward  McKnight,  Chorley. 
Council — Messrs.  R.  Ashton,  E.  A.  Baker,  H.  Guppy,  C.  H. 
Hunt,  J.  Hunt,  A.  Lancaster  C.  Madeley,  B.  H.  Mullen, 
H.  Plummer,  G.  T.  Shaw,  J.  Shepherd  and  C.  W.  Sutton. 

Acknowledgments. 

It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Shaw  and  resolved :  "That  the  thanks  of  the 
members  be  given  to  Alderman  Southern  for  the  service  he  has  rendered 
to  the  Branch  as  President  during  the  last  two  years  ". 

It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Sutton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Baker,  and  re- 
solved :  "  That  the  thanks  of  the  members  be  given  to  Mr.  Madeley  for 
his  services  as  Secretary  since  the  formation  of  the  Branch  ". 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  Preston  Library  Committee  and 
to  Mr.  Bramwell  for  the  hospitality  afforded  to  the  Branch. 

A  Japanese  Library. 

A  paper  by  the  Rev.  W.  F.  Madeley,  on  "A  Provincial  Library  in 
Japan  "  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

The  writer  has  been  a  resident  in  Akita  six  years.  Akita  is  a 
"  county  "  town  of  38,000  inhabitants,  300  miles  north  of  Tokyo,  and  till 
recently  unconnected  by  rail.  English  inhabitants,  two  families  only. 
Library  contains  40,000  vols,  old  Chinese  and  Japanese  books  and 
about  500  of  English  ones.  The  English  books  mclude  many  of  the 
most  modern  books  of  reference  {Encyclopedia  Britannica,  Century  Dic' 
tionaryj  Men  of  the  Time,  etc.).  These  are  in  the  reference  department 
For  lending  there  are  the  Story  of  the  Nations  Series,  the  Cambridge 
Modern  History,  with  Herbert  Spencer's  works,  Morley*s  Gladstone,  and 
so  on.  Naturally  there  is  a  large  selection  of  technical  literature,  and 
a  fairly  complete  collection  of  English  and  American  books  on  Japan. 
The  rules  have  a  strangely  familiar  sound.  The  library  is  free  to  all 
for  reference,  and  free  for  lending  to  all  who  produce  a  certificate  of 
having  paid  a  certain  minimum  amount  of  annual  taxes. 

The  reading-room  is  supplied  with  a  number  of  English  and  Ameri- 
can reviews  and  magazines,  including  the  weekly  edition  of  The  Times. 
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During  the  war,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  general  reduction  of 
public  expenditure,  the  library  hours  were  shortened,  the  staff  reduced, 
the  periodical  list  and  purchase  list  cut  down,  but  these  measures  are 
no  doubt  only  temporary. 

Some  Controversial  Points  in  Classification. 
Mr.  Edward  McKniqht  (Librarian  of  the  Chorley  Public  Library) 
read  a  paper  on  "  Some  Controversial  Points  in  Classification,"  in  which 
were  discussed  some  principles  of  classification,  the  determining  factor 
deciding  the  classification  of  books,  and  the  reasons  for  and  against 
variation  from  established  rules.  The  paper  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Sutton,  Baker,  Madeley  and  others. 

North  Midland  Library  Association. 

A  successful  meeting  was  held  at  Stamford  on  8th  February,  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  Gerring.  The  members  were  welcomed  by  Major 
Halt,  Chairman  of  the  Stamford  Public  Library,  and  other  members  of 
that  body.  Mr.  T.  Dent,  of  Nottingham,  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Origin 
and  Development  of  Libraries" ;  Mr.  Walker  on  "The  Library  Movement 
in  Stamford  " ;  Mr.  Willcock,  of  Peterborough,  on  "  Children's  Reading 
Rooms";  and  Mr.  Easom,  of  Nottingham,  on  "Some  Public  Libraries 
in  America  ".  Pull  discussions  followed  the  reading  of  these  papers,  in 
which  Miss  Hill  and  Messrs.  Gerring,  Briscoe,  Walton,  Glover,  Easom, 
Willcock  and  others  took  part.  Mr.  Walker,  of  Stamford,  was  elected 
to  membership.  The  arrangements  for  the  April  Meeting  were  left  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Potter  Briscoe,  the  Honorary  Secretary.  Other  busi- 
ness was  transacted.  The  visitors  inspected  the  new  Carnegie  Library, 
where  the  meeting  was  held,  the  Corporation  regalia,  and  several  of  the 
fine  churches,  of  which  Stamford  may  well  be  proud. 

Library  Assistants'  Association. 

A  Special  General  Meeting  of  the  above  Association  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  7th  February,  at  7.30  p.m.,  at  St.  Bride  Institute,  E.C.,  to 
consider  the  invitation  of  the  Library  Association  to  affiliate  with  that 
body.  The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  W.  Geo.  Chambers,  and 
there  was  an  attendance  of  about  forty  members. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Berwick  Savers  (Croydon)  opened  the  discussion  in 
favour  of  affiliation.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  Mr.  Sayers  dwelt 
upon  the  desirability  of  an  organised  body  of  opinion  in  the  kingdom 
with  regard  to  the  library  profession,  and  he  believed  that  such  would 
be  a  result  of  the  linking  up  of  all  libraiy  societies  into  one  whole.  The 
next  few  years  would  be  a  critical  time  for  the  profession,  and  the  issues 
at  stake  were  not  merely  whether  the  Library  Assistants'  Association 
should  own  an  allegiance  to  the  Library  Association,  but  whether  the 
younger  body  recognised  the  educational  programme  of  the  senior  body. 
He  instanced  the  value  of  the  Library  Association  examination  certin- 
Gates,  and  stated  emphatically,  from  his  observation  of  recent  appoint- 
ments, that  the  generality  of  municipal  library  assistants  were  not  alive  to 
the  educational  necessities  of  their  position.  This  would  lead  ultimately, 
he  feared,  to  the  employment  of  women  in  our  libraries  as  in  America.  If 
the  Library  Assistants  Association  affiliated,  it  would  pledge  itself  to  in- 
duce every  assistant  its  influence  touched  to  follow  the  Library  Associa- 
tion course.  The  question  of  affiliation  was  not  one  of  money,  but  of  the 
moral  support  of  chief  librarians ;  of  an  increased  prestige,  because  by 
affiliation  the  Library  Assistants'  Association  would  become  official ;  of 
the  removal  of  any  rivalry  that  might  exist ;  and  of  the  systematic  help 
in  all  probability  to  be  gained  by  union.     Moreover,  as  the  Library  As- 

9 


199  The  Library  Association  Record. 

sociation  had  declared  that  it  intended  no  interference  with  the  constitu- 
tion, officers  or  journal  of  the  Library  Assistants*  Association  he  could 
not  understand  how  there  could  be  any  opposition  to  the  proposal. 

Mr.  Geo.  E.  Roebuck  (St.  George,  Stepney)  in  moving  that  the 
proposal  be  rejected,  said  that  he  did  so  primarily  to  stimulate  discus- 
sion, and  no  personal  animus  prompted  him  :  it  was  merely  a  business 
question.  Tne  conditions  of  the  Library  Assistants'  Association  were 
radically  different  from  those  of  the  Library  Association,  as  a  reference 
to  the  origins  of  the  younger  Association  would  prove ;  the  original 
intention  having  been  an  Association  in  no  wise  to  clash  with  the  senior 
Association,  but  at  the  same  time  to  be  independent  and  to  work  as  far 
as  possible  in  harmony  with  it.  He  doubted  the  good  faith  of  the 
Libraiy  Association  in  proposing  affiliation ;  the  motion  did  not  come 
from  the  General  Committee,  but  emanated  in  the  first  place  from  the 
Finance  Committee ;  hence  it  was  logical  to  suppose  that  it  was  a 
financial  strategy  on  the  part  of  the  Library  Association.  The  Library 
Association  was,  in  fact,  trying  to  bolster  up  its  declining  ranks  from 
the  Library  Assistants'  Association.  The  Libraiy  Association  was  not 
an  exclusively  professional  body,  and  it  that  it  differs  from  the  younger 
society.  He  was  of  opinion  that  an  independent  existence  would  keep 
the  members  more  loyal  and  more  striving  for  advance.  The  struggle 
for  existence  had  been  a  force  to  keep  assistants  together,  to  stimulate 
their  interest  in  their  work.  On  the  other  hand,  affiliation  would  tend 
to  remove  the  need  of  individual  effort  and  gradually  all  enthusiasm 
and  interest  would  disappear.  The  work  of  the  members  of  the  Library 
Assistants'  Association  was  in  many  respects  quite  as  good  as  that  of 
members  of  the  Library  Association.  The  younger  Association  stood 
in  no  need  of  adoption ;  the  tangible  results  of  adoption  were  not  evi- 
dent It  had  been  affirmed  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Library 
Association  that  if  affiliation  came  about  the  Library  Assistants'  As- 
sociation could  look  for  no  representation  on  the  Library  Association 
Committee.  He  thought  the  moral  gain  would  be  all  on  the  side  of  the 
Library  Association. 

A  long  and  brisk  discussion  ensued  in  which  arguments  in  favour 
of  affiliation  were  adduced  by  Messrs.  Coutts  Harris,  Bursill,  Young, 
Hawkins  and  Shawcross ;  and  against  by  Messrs.  Rees,  R.  B.  Wood, 
A.  Hatcher,  Bullen,  Stephen,  Smith,  and  others.  One  or  two  speakers 
adopted  a  neutral  position. 

A  ballot  was  taken  at  the  close  of  the  debate  to  learn  the  feeling 
of  the  meeting.  .  This  resulted  in  9  votes  in  favour  of  affiliation  and 
25  against.  Five  members,  Messrs.  Sayers,  Bursill,  Harris,  Young  and 
Hawkins,  refused  to  vote  on  the. ground  that  as  the  Library  Assistants' 
Association  Committee  had  unanimously  decided  at  its  last  meeting  that 
no  ballot  should  be  taken,  the  ballot  was  uncalled  for.  The  final  deci- 
sion of  the  question  will  be  made  by  a  ballot  of  the  whole  membership, 
voting  papers  to  appear  with  the  March  isssue  of  The  Library  Assistant. 

Northern  Counties  Library  Association. 

The  next  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  above  Association  will  be  held 
at  Carlisle,  on  Wednesday,  28th  March,  by  invitation  of  the  Public 
Library  and  Museum  Committee. 

Papers  will  be  contributed  by  W.  T.  Mclntire,  Esq.,  B.A.  (Director 
of  Secondary  Education,  Carisle),  Mr.  E.  Green  (Librarian,  Akroyd 
^Park  Branch  Library,  Halifax),  and  Mr.  A.  Errington  (Sub-Librarian, 
South  Shields). 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  visits  will  be  paid  to  the  Cathedral  and 
Castle. 


NOTES  AND  QUERIES  ON   PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

LAW. 

All  questions  should  be  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Solicitor  of  the  Association, 
H.  W.  Povarguey  Esq.,  Town  Hall,  Eastbourne,  who  will  send  replies  direct 
to  correspondents,  on  the  understanding  that  both  questions  and  answers  will 
he  published  in  Thb  Library  Association  Record. 

Provision  of  Smolcing  and  Conversation  Rooms  in  Public 

Libraries. 

68.  Question,— Qzxi  the  authority  of  a  public  librar}r  established 
under  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  legally  set  apart  a  room  in  its  library 
for  smoking,  conversation  or  games,  seeing  that  by  so  doing  a  propor- 
tion of  its  income  would  be  spent  for  purposes  other  than  that  of  a 
public  library  ? 

Answer,—l  think  a  library  authority  could  not  appropriate  any 
room  in  a  public  library  under  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  exclusively 
for  smoking,  conversation  or  games,  and  certainly  cannot  spend  any  of 
its  income  for  such  purposes.  I  see  no  reason,  however,  why  a  library 
authority  may  not  under  its  regulations  permit  smoking  or  conversation 
in  rooms  in  the  building. 

Assessment  of  Public  Libraries. 

69.  Question. — We  have  opened  a  new  public  library,  the  site  being 
property  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  building  has  been  erected  with 
money  (;f 7,500)  contributed  by  Mr.  Carnegie.  I  have  received  a  notice 
from  the  assistant  overseer  that  it  is  the  intention  to  assess  the  library 
at  ^£'400  rental  and  ^£'300  ratable.  The  Public  Libraries  Acts  have  been 
adopted,  and  the  library  will  be  maintained  out  of  the  penny  rate  levied 
for  the  purpose.  There  are  the  usual  reading-rooms,  which  contain 
the  principal  daily  papers,  and  also  a  reference  and  lending  library.  In 
connection  with  the  library  there  is  a  book  club,  the  subscription  to 
which  is  5s.  per  annum,  the  subscriptions  going  towards  the  purchase 
of  new  books  which  eventually  get  drafted  into  the  free  library. 

Is  the  library  free  from  rating,  and  if  so  what  arguments  would 
you  advise  me  to  use  in  appealing  to  the  Assessment  Committee  for 
exemption  ? 

Answer, — Until  the  case  of  the  Liverpool  Corporation  v.  West 
Derby  Union,  which  was  heard  in  the  High  Court  on  the  17th  and  i8th 
April  last,  I  should  have  said  that  if  you  complied  with  sect.  7  of  the 
Literary  and  Scientific  institutions  Act,  1843,  namely,  were  in  a  posi- 
tion to  prove  that  you  were  supported  wholly  or  in  part  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions and  obtained  the  certificate  of  exemption  from  the  Registrar 
of  Friendly  Societies,  your  library  would  not  be  rateable.    An  effort  was 
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made  to  get  various  library  authorities  to  join  together  to  carry  the 
Liverpool  case  into  the  Court  of  Appeal,  but  without  success.  Counsel 
for  the  Liverpool  Corporation  (Mr.  Carver,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  F.  E.  Smith) 
advised  that  there  were  good  grounds  for  believing  that  the  decision  in 
the  King's  Bench  Division  would  be  overruled,  and  in  Knight's  Local 
Government  Reports  the  note  to  the  decision  concludes  as  follows: 
'*  Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  in  the  Liverpool  case  it  was  the  statu- 
tory duty  of  the  Corporation  to  provide  a  library,  .  .  .  the  Liverpool 
case  cannot  be  regarded  as  by  any  means  a  conclusive  authority  to 
show  that  a  public  library,  provided  under  the  Public  Libraries  Acts 
which  impose  no  duty  to  provide  a  library  on  the  library  authority  but 
merely  empower  them  so  to  do,  is  not  exempt  from  rateability  on  the 
principle  of  the  Brockwell  Park  case."  They  also  refer  to  a  Manchester 
case  where  a  park  was  held  to  be  exempt  from  rating. 

The  existence  of  the  book  club  would  probably  help  you,  but,  until 
the  Liverpool  case  is  upset,  I  think  overseers  would  feel  themselves 
compelled  to  rate  public  libraries.  If  you  intend  to  appeal  against  the 
assessment  to  Quarter  Sessions,  I  think  your  Committee  should  be  pre- 
pared to  carry  the  case  at  least  to  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  possibly 
other  authorities  now  recognising  the  importance  of  the  decision  would 
be  prepared  to  assist  you. 

70.  Question, — The  Town  Council  of  this  borough  have  recently 
erected  a  building,  comprising  on  ground  floor,  public  library  and 
museum ;  first  floor,  a  school  of  science  and  art ;  second  floor,  care- 
taker's apartments.  The  property  cost  ;f  8,000  and  has  been  recently 
assessed  to  the  poor  rate  in  one  sum  at  £sS^' 

The  question  has  arisen  whether  the  building  or  any  part  of  it  is 
exempt  from  payment  of  rates. 

The  case  of  Liverpool  v.  West  Derby  Union,  decided  17th  April, 
1905,  in  the  King's  Bench  Division,  appears  to  have  settled  the  Question 
that  library  buildings  are  liable  to  be  rated,  and  I  do  not  nnd  any 
exemption  for  museums  and  schools  of  science  and  art  The  buildings 
are  maintainable  out  of  the  rates. 

Answer. — Since  the  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Liverpool  Corpora- 
tion V.  West  Derby  Union,  I  have  been  obliged  to  say  that  I  know  of  no 
method  of  obtaining  exemption  of  the  library  from  rates.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  Liverpool  case  was  not  carried  to  the  Court  of  Appeal. 
Various  library  authorities  were  requested  to  join,  but  the  response  was 
so  unfavourable  that  the  Liverpool  Corporation  decided  not  to  carry  it 
any  further.  It  is  possible  that  some  other  case  will  be  taken,  but  mean- 
time I  am  afraid  there  is  no  alternative  but  to  pay  unless  you  can  get 
the  Assessment  Committee  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  assessment, 
since  no  profit  is  made  out  of  the  building. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Proposed  Summer  School  in  London. 

To  the  Editors  of  Thb  Library  Association  Record. 

Dear  Sirs, 

Several  suggestions  have  been  made  to  the  Education  Com- 
mittee to  hold  a  Summer  School  in  London  this  year.  Before,  how- 
ever, taking  any  active  steps  in  the  matter,  the  Committee  would  like 
to  have  some  idea  as  to  the  possible  demand  for  the  revival  of  the 
school. 

I  should  be  glad,  therefore,  if  any  assistants,  either  in  London  or 
the  country,  who  would  care  to  attend  such  a  school,  which  in  all  prob- 
ability would  be  held  in  June  or  Jul)^,  would  communicate  with  me  at 
once.  Should  a  sufficient  number  signify  their  wish  to  be  present  I 
think  there  is  little  doubt  that  a  most  mteresting  meeting  could  be 
arranged. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Henry  D.  Roberts, 
Hon,  Sec,,  Education  Committee. 
Whitcomb  House,  Whitcomb  Street, 
Pall  Mall  East,  S.W.,  20th  Febmary. 

Mr.  E.  Wyndham  Hulme  on  Cataloguing. 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Library  Association  Record. 

Dear  Sirs, 

On  receipt  of  this  month's  Library  Association  Record,  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  reading  Mr.  Wyndham  Hulme's  paper  on  cata- 
loguing. If,  as  he  appears  to  think,  the  rules  for  an  author  and  title 
catalogue  suggested  by  the  Catalogue  Rules  Revision  Committee  are  of 
such  importance,  would  it  not  be  as  well  for  the  Council  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  devote  an  evening  to  the  discussion  of  the  rules  ?  Any  one  who 
was  present  at  the  meeting  at  the  Conference  at  which  they  were  dis- 
cussed, must  know  that  it  was  little  more  than  a  farce,  if  a  thorough 
discussion  of  all  the  parts  was  expected.  There  was  another  meeting 
being  held  at  the  same  time,  and  it  was  to  some  extent  an  "  odd  hour  ". 
The  meeting  at  which  Mr.  Hulme  read  his  paper  was  also  unfortunately 
held  upon  one  of  the  most  foggy  days  of  the  year,  and  could  not  have 
been  attended  by  that  number  which  otherwise  would  have  been  present. 
Personally,  and  this  letter  must  necessarily  be  personal,  I  spent  a 
*' pleasant '^  day  in  the  train  between  Gravesend  and  London. 

I  do  not  propose  to  say  anything  with  regard  to  Mr.  Hulme's  sug- 
gestions except  that  in  most  cases  they  are  at  all  events  eminently 
logical.  I  should,  however,  like  to  see  some  alteration  of  Rule  13  to 
provide  for  the  works  of  the  second  or  any  following  author.  That  is, 
instead  of  giving  one  entry  only  under  Shelley,  as  in  the  example  in 
the  Rules,  I  would  suggest  that,  as  they  are  only  coupled  together  by  an 
arbitrary  accident  of  binding,  an  entry  should  be  given  under  the  name 
of  each  author,  i.e.,  both  Shelley  and  Keats.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  from 
the  point  of  view  of  usefulness,  it  would  appear  obvious  that  an  entry  is 
required  under  the  second  or  succeeding  author  when  that  author's  works 
form  a  separate  part  of  the  volume,  and  are  not  merely  the  result  of 
collaboration.    Taking  Cutter's  Rules,  which  Mr.  Hulme  professes  to 
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despise  so  much,  Rule  13  fails  to  show  either  a  book  of  which  the  author 
is  known,  or  what  the  library  has  by  a  given  author. 

These  remarks  do  not  refer  to  works  in  which  different  authors  write 
various  chapters,  as,  for  instance,  the  example  shown  under  Rule  12, 
but  only  when  the  authors  are  the  writers  of  distinct  works,  of  which  a 
better  example  could  not  be  chosen  than  the  one  given  in  the  Rules, 
vfx.,  Shelley  and  Keats. 

I  am,  dear  Sirs, 

Yours  faithfully, 
Albx.  J.  Philip. 
Public  Library,  Gravbsend, 
Kent,  2^th  February,  1906. 

Catalogues  of  County  Maps. 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Library  Association  Record. 

Sirs, 

You  have  fallen  into  several  errors  in  your  notice  of  my  Cata- 
logues of  County  Maps,  at  page  65  of  the  February  number  of  the 
Library  Association  Record. 

"  Hertfordshire  Maps "  is  not  from  the  Cambridge  Antiquarian 
Society's  Communications,  but  reprinted  from  the  Transactions  "  of  the 
Hertfordshire  Natural  History  Society  and  Field  Club,"  in  which  it 
is  appearing  in  sections  not  exactly  running  with  the  parts  into  which 
the  catalogue  itself  is  divided. 

The  Introduction  and  Part  i  (1579-1673),  with  six  plates,  appeared 
in  vol.  xi..  Part  i,  of  the  Transactions  (London  and  Hertford,  8vo)  in 
October,  1901  (32  pp.). 

Part  2,  up  to  1789,  was  published  as  Part  6  of  the  same  volume  in 
April,  1903  (40  pp.),  with  one  plate,  and  this  seems  to  be  the  section  (as 
reprinted)  to  which  you  refer.  The  remainder  of  Part  2  (to  1794),  with 
Part  3  up  to  1842,  was  issued  as  Part  5  of  vol.  xii.  of  the  same  publica- 
tion in  October  last  (1905)  (40  pp.),  with  one  plate. 

Part  3  with  additions  and  corrections,  estimated  to  make  up  48  pp., 
is  likely  to  appear  in  about  twelve  months'  time. 

I  contemplate  making  up  a  copy  complete — with  the  addition  of  a 
Preface,  Bibliography  and  Indexes — from  sheets  printed  ofif  and  stored 
for  private  circulation  (about  fifty  copies,  4to)  when  the  work  is  com- 
plete. 

I  may  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  a  supplement  to  the 
Cambridgeshire  Catalogue,  I  have  added  a  list  of  the  maps  of  the  Great 
Level  of  the  Fens. 

The  Herts  Catalogue  gives  incidentally  a  complete  descriptive  list 
of  the  topographical  works  which  are  illustrated  by  maps  of  the 
English  Counties. 

It  is  the  work  of  nearly  ten  years. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Herbert  Georob  Fordhaic. 

Gdsey,  Ashwbll,  Baldock, 
Herts,  ^tk  February,  1906. 


All  Communications  relating  to  The  Library  Association 
Record  %hould  he  addressed  to  The  Editor ^  Whitcomb  House, 
Whitcomb  Street,  Pall  Mall  East,  London,  S.W. 
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"  I  have  received  the  publication  of  the  Sound  Leather  Committee,  Leather  for  LibrarUs. 
It  is  full  of  information  no  less  interesting  than  useful.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  in  CambridjR 
have  already  begun  to  reap  the  fruit  of  their  labours." — Mr.  Francis  J.  H.  Jenkinson,  M.A^ 
Librarian,  University  Library,  Cambridge  {Presidential  Address  to  the  Library  AssociaticHf 
Cambridge^  1905). 

"  The  Sound  Leather  Committee  has  undertaken  an  important  and  arduous  task  with  a 
determination  which,  we  are  sure,  will  ultimately  revolutionise  the  leather  industry.  The 
warnings,  addressed  primarily  to  the  librarian,  are  equally  applicable  to  users  of  upholstery 
leathers,  etc.  Such  leathers  are,  as  a  rule,  prepared  solely  with  a  view  to  their  *  finish  *.  The 
remedy  is  the  adoption  of  sound  methods  of  manufacturing  leather,  and  of  honest  description 
in  the  retail  trade.  For  a  few  shillings  a  librarian  can  ascertain  from  the  Official  Analyst  to 
the  Library  Association  whether  his  leathers  are  free  from  acid  and  genuine." — Art  Worktr$* 
Quarterly. 

**  Librarians  and  others  must  let  the  bookbinders  understand  that  they  know  what  good 
leather  is,  and  it  will  be  then  for  the  bookbinders  to  insist  upon  obtaining  it  from  the  manu- 
facturers."— Law  Times. 

**  We  consider  the  volume  an  indispensable  adjunct  to  the  business  library  of  leather 
manufacturers  and  others  who  want  to  post  themselves  quickly  in  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  light  leather  section  of  the  trade." — Leather  Trades  Review. 

'*The  book  should  do  much  to  dispel  some  of  that  ignorance  which  even  the  most 
experienced  librarians  sometimes  display  in  the  choice  of  binding  leathers." — Library 
Assistant. 

'*  To  persons  who  are  interested  in  the  formation  of  a  library,  which  is  intended  to  be  one 
of  a  durable  character,  the  present  book  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended." — Field* 

*'The  interest  and  value  of  the  volume  is  not  conlined  to  curators  of  books;  the  same 
leathers  are  used  in  upholstery,  and  their  quality  concerns  every  well-to-do  householder.**^ 
Glasgow  Herald. 

"  Deserves  the  attention  of  every  one  interested  in  arresting  the  degradation  of  book- 
binding by  the  use  of  mineral  acids  in  colouring  leather,  and  by  other  trade  practices."— 
Scotsman. 

**  This  little  volume  is  in  every  way  to  be  welcomed,  and  it  is  to  be  trusted  that  it  will 
have  the  desiderated  effect  of  influencing  public  opinion  upon  a  reform  which  has  both  an 
aesthetic  and  a  utilitarian  side." — Newcastle  Daily  Chronicle. 
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To  'Publishers^  Booksellers  and 
Library  Furnishers. 

Thk  attention  ot  Publishers,  Booksellers  and  I-ibrary  Furnishers  is  called 
to  the  advaniaftcs  of  Hbc  Xibrar\?  asSOCiatiOll  'RCCOr^  as  an  effective 
advertising;  medium. 

The  .Journal,  which  is  published  rej^ularly  each  month,  is  the  official 
organ  of  Tlie  Library  Association,  and  circulates  in  no  fewer  than  600 
libraries  up  and  down  the  country,  as  well  as  amongst  the  more  prominent 
book-lovers  and  collectors. 

Furnishing.  ;ts  it  does,  the  transactions  of  The  Library  Association,  with 
notices  of  forth  com  if  i«>  meetings,  in  addition  to  library  notes  and  news  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  it  is  eagerly  looked  for  and  scanned  each  month 
by  librarians,  lvin>».  in  fact,  their  official  medium  of  intercommunication. 

Not  only  does  the  lRcCOr&  circulate  in  the  United  Kingdom,  it  has  a 
much  wider  .sphere  of  inHueiice,  having  subscribers  in  most  of  the  British 
Colonies,  .is  well  as  in  the  principal  Countries  of  Kurope. 

Our  aim  in  making  this  announcement  is  t<i  secure  a  representative  set 
of  advertisements  which  may  ser\e  as  a  directory  of  Library  Furnishers, 
whether  in  fixtures,  stationery,  book^.  or  other  accessories.  The  advantages 
of  such  a  medium  muNt  K:  quiu*  obvious  lo  all  lirms  in  any  way  catering  for 
the  library,  en;ib!ing  th.m,  as  it  does,  to  keep  themselves  constantly  before 
not  only  librarians,  but  mcinhers  of  Libras  y  Committees  and  book-collectors. 

No  advertisement  ^vill  be  received  winch  is  not  strictly  in  keeping  with 
the  character  of  ilie  .I(U:ii!:ii 
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WANTED— A  CLASSIFICATION  :  A  PLEA  FOR 
UNIFORMITY. 

By  Richard  W.  Mould,  F.S.A.  (Scot.),  Southwark 
Public  Libraries. 

THE  literature  of  classification  has  suffered  a  great  loss  I 
But  the  loss  to  literature  is  to  the  advantage  of  this 
meeting.  For,  since  the  time  I  promised  my  paper  the 
evolutionary  process  has  been  at  work,  and  the  paper  I 
finally  thought  of  submitting  to  you  to-night,  while  embodying 
the  original  idea,  would  have  been  something  of  a  treatise  on 
the  history,  principles  and  varieties  of  classification,  with 
examples  of  various  systems,  and  observations  upon  their 
relative  merits,  together  with  an  appendix  setting  forth  a 
brand-new  system  and  method  of  notation  of  my  own  devis- 
ing, enshrining  all  that  is  meritorious  in  other  systems,  and^ 
in  its  completeness  and  perfection,  setting  the  whole  matter 
at  rest  for  the  world  at  large  henceforth  and  for  ever ! 

It  was  my  purpose  to  conduct  you  back  to  the  period  of 
the  deluge,  at  which  time  the  classifying  of  books  in  libraries 

was  practised — it  is  said  at  all  events  there  is  a  strong  pre- 
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sumption  that  such  was  the  case ;  to  look  in  at  the  temple 
libraries  of  ancient  £g}l)t  and  India  and  of  the  Hebrews 
where  in  all  probability  we  should  have  found  evidence  of 
that  order  which,  the  first  law  of  heaven,  is  also  the  first 
law  of  all  properly  conducted  libraries.  We  would  have 
examined  together  the  libraries  of  the  Assyrians  and  Baby- 
lonians; where  in  one  instance  we  should  have  found  the 
works  of  the  poets  arranged  on  the  north  wall,  and  in  another 
a  classed  catalogue  giving  twenty-five  tablets,  of  which 
fourteen  represented  a  knowledge  of  the  earth  and  eleven 
a  knowledge  of  the  heavens — this  second  class  being  in  sub- 
divisions, of  which  the  third  related  to  works  on  the  planet 
Venus,  the  fourth  on  the  planets  in  general,  the  fifth  and 
sixth  on  the  moon  and  the  eighth  on  the  comefts. 

And  I  would  have  asked  you  to  look  in  with  me  upon  old 
Callimachus  at  the  famous  library  at  Alexandria,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  most  notable  custodians.  We  should  have 
found  him  busy,  without  doubt,  upon  his  catalogue  in  120 
books  or  classes,  grouped  under  such  main  heads  as  Poets, 
Law-makers,  Philosophers,  Historians,  Orators,  Miscellane- 
ous writers — the  Poets  being  subdivided  into  Epic,  Comic, 
Tragic,  Dithyrambic ;  other  specific  classes  being  Birds, 
Fishes,  Geometry,  Medicine,  Cheesecakes,  Feasts,  etc. — the 
class  Cheesecakes  suggesting  a  closeness  of  classification  that 
should  satisfy  the  most  ardent  advocate  of  such  a  system  in 
this  present  twentieth  century.  And  in  this  section  *'  cheese- 
cakes" we  should  find  further  method  in  its  alphabetical 
arrangement  under  authors*  names  I  In  some  of  the  other 
subjects  the  subdivisions  would  be  found  arranged  in  chrono- 
logical order  by  periods.  His  method  of  notation,  too,  would  be 
interesting,  as  the  first  example  of  an  "  abbreviation  notation  ". 
The  work  of  this  worthy  librarian  of  more  than  twice  a 
thousand  years  ago  we  should  have  seen  was  no  less  thorough 
than  methodical,  for  his  description  of  the  books  included 
author,  title  or  first  words  of  the  work,  and  apparently  also 
date  and  place. 

Leaving  these  libraries  of  antiquity,  I  would  have  asked 
you  to  glance  at  the  libraries  and  their  systems  of  the  Middle 
Ages,  the  libraries  of  the  monasteries,  of  the  universities  and 
of  latter-day  bibliographers  and  librarians,  pausing  awhile 
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perhaps  over  the  system  of  Ersch — founder  of  German  biblio- 
graphy— published  in  1793,  and  described  as  ''  beyond  doubt 
one  of  the  best/'  and  recommended  to  the  librarian  as  in 
many  respects  a  model — but  the  notation  for  the  section 
''Art  of  War/'  viz.,  I.  2.  B.  b.  a.  aa.  aa.  bbb.  666.  bbbb., 
Greek  letters  here  and  there  adding  variety  if  not  aid,  would 
exhibit  possibilities  too  extensive  to  win  our  sympathies ; — 

The  system  of  the  Biblioth^que  Nationale,  in  thirty 
main  classes  indicated  by  letters,  D^,  E*,  O*,  O',  P*  Vm 
and  Y^  making  up  the  deficiency  between  the  normal  limits 
of  the  alphabet  and  the  requirements  of  the  scheme ; — 

The  practical  system  of  our  good  old  friend  Brunet  with 
its  more  than  eleven  hundred  subdivisions  of  the  principal 
classes  Theology,  Jurisprudence,  Sciences  and  Arts,  Belles 
Lettres  and  History  (including  literary  history  and  biblio- 
graphy) ;— 

The  system  of  the  British  Museum  beginning,  as  Dr. 
Gamett  has  said  all  true  systems  must,  with  Theology,  and 
followed  by  Jurisprudence,  Natural  History  and  Medicine, 
Archaeology  and  Arts,  Philosophy,  History,  Geography, 
Biography,  Belles  Lettres  and  Philology; — 

The  extremely  interesting  system  of  Merlin  **  based  upon 
the  logical  classification  of  the  sciences,"  and  which  appeals 
to  me  more  strongly  perhaps  than  any  with  which  I  am 
acquainted,  the  outline  of  Merlin's  system  being: — 
I.  Philosophy. 
II.  Theological  Sciences. 
IIL  Cosmological  Sciences. 

1.  Mathematical  Science. 

2.  Physical  Science. 

3.  Astronomical  Science. 

4.  Geological  Science. 

5.  Mineralogical  Science. 

6.  Philological  Science. 

7.  Zoological  Science. 

8.  Anthropological  Science. 

Individual  Man. 

Physical. 

Moral. 
Society. 

Social  or  Political  Sciences. 

Historical  Sciences ; 
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and  Merlin  and  his  system  being  thus  referred  to  by  the 
great  American  teacher  of  classification,  Richardson,  to 
whose  book  I  accord  full  acknowledgments  for  informa- 
tion embodied  in  this  paper :  ''  It  seems  clear  that  if  M. 
Merlin  had  been  more  successful  as  a  promoter,  and  the 
[evolutionary]  system  had  been  as  rigidly  applied  to  library 
classification  as  it  was  to  palaeontology,  we  should  have  been 
much  farther  advanced  in  the  matter  at  the  present  day  ** ; — 

The  widely  accepted  Dewey  system,  the  scheme  of  Cutter 
that  is  contending  with  Dewey's  for  supremacy  in  American 
libraries ; — 

The  interesting  scheme  of  our  own  Mr.  Ogle,  beginning 
with  Class  A.  (Word  Knowledge),  and  proceeding  B.  (Re- 
ligious Knowledge),  C.  (Social  Knowledge),  D.  (Mind  Know- 
ledge), E.  (Art  Knowledge,  literary),  F.  (Art  Knowledge, 
non-literary),  G.  (Nature  Knowledge,  non-biological),  H. 
(Nature  Knowledge,  biological),  J.  (Industrial  Knowledge), 
K.  (General  Knowledge); — 

The  system  of  Rowell,  described  as  "  one  of  the  best  com- 
binations of  the  scientific  and  practical  in  medium  expansion 
among  modern  systems  " ; — 

The  simple  untechnical  medium  expansion  system  of 
Fletcher  ;— 

Sonnenschein's  well-known  classification  as  illustrated 
in  that  admirable  help  to  librarians,  The  Best  Books,  ''the 
best  example  of  modem  bibliographical  (as  distinguished 
from  bibliothecal)  classification  " ; — 

The  Quinn-Brown  and  the  earlier  Brown  systems,  the 
book  embodying  the  latter  having  been  described  as  a  whole 
"the  best  short  monograph  on  library  classification,"  and 
the  system  itself  as  "having  some  vogue  in  England''; — 

The  elaborate  Princeton  University  Library  System; 
"perhaps  not  wholly  without  usefulness  for  libraries  of 
similar  character,"  and  the  forthcoming  system  of  the  Chief 
Librarian  of  Islington,  of  which  an  interesting  announcement 
appeared  only  a  week  or  two  ago  in  the  Academy,  and  of 
which  the  main  classes  are  A.  Generalia;  B.-D.  Physical 
Sciences,  representing  matter  and  force;  E.-F.  Biological 
Science;  G.-H.  Ethnology,  Medicine ;  I.  Economic  Biology, 
Domestic  Arts,  these  three  groups  representing  life ;  J.-K. 
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Philosophy  and  Religion ;  L.  Social  and  Political  Science, 
these  two  being  representative  of  '^Mind";  M.  Lranguag^e 
and  Literature ;  N.  Literary  Forms,  Fiction,  Poetry ;  O.-W. 
History  and  Geography ;  X.  Biography,  representing  *'  Re- 
cords *• ; — 

To  these  I  purposed  to  ask  your  attention  in  some  detail, 
as  well  as  perhaps  to  some  of  the  purely  theoretical  schemes 
for  the  classification  of  knowledge — from  those  of  Plato  and 
Aristotle — the  latter  philosopher  it  is  interesting  to  note 
having  been  not  only  the  first  collector  of  books  of  whom  we 
have  knowledge,  but  also  in  all  probability  the  first  teacher 
of  library  economy,  which  important  science,  it  is  said,  he 
expounded  to  the  kings  of  Eg}rpt,  and  so  in  a  large  measure 
prepared  the  way  for  the  work  of  Callimachus  to  which  I 
have  already  referred — and  others  of  the  ancients,  to  those 
of  the  Middle  Ages,  and  down  to  our  own  times,  concluding 
with  the  exceedingly  attractive  scheme  of  Richardson  dated 
1901,  and  of  which  the  outline  is  as  follows : — 

Hylology^  or  the  "Lifeless"  group,  including  Mathematics,  Physics, 

Chemistry,  Astronomy,  Geology. 
Biology ^  or  the  "  Life  "  group,  including 
Botany. 
Zoology. 

Physical  Anthropology  (?) 
Anthropology^  or  the  "  Human"  group,  including 
Psychology  (Human). 
Epistemology. 
Esthetics. 

Useful  Arts. 
Fine  Arts. 

Language  and  Literature. 
Ethics  (?) 

Sociology  (including  History)  and 
Theology,  including 
Cosmology. 
Christology. 
Ecdesiology. 
Theology  Proper. 

In  addition,  incidental  references  there  would  have  been 
to  ingenious  methods  of  arrangement,  a  type  of  which  is  the 
paysbeet  plan,  in  which  the  perpendicular  aspect  indicates 
one  phase  and  the  horizontal  another.     Such  a  system,  for 
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example,  as  that  submitted  to  one  of  the  earlier  conferences 
of  this  Association  as  follows  :— 

"Our  cases  might  be  assigned  to  separate  countries, 
while  the  shelves  might  be  devoted,  one  to  poetry,  another 
to  history,  a  third  to  biography.  Thus  the  student  of  geo- 
graphy would  find  it  extended  in  an  unbroken  but  classified 
line,  along  the  whole  sides  of  the  room,  while  the  student  of 
all  connected  with  Spain  would  find  his  subject  also  classified, 
reaching  from  floor  to  ceiling,  and  bounded  by  perpendicular 
lines. 

"  Let  us  now  see  how  this  arrangement,  manifestly  only 
adapted  for  a  small  library,  might  be  applied  to  the  classifica- 
tion of  a  large  series  of  works  all  ranged  under  the  general 
title  of  •  History '. 

*'  I  would  now  make  my  perpendicular  divisions  chrono- 
logical, commencing  on  the  left  with  the  earliest  dates 
chronicled,  and  ending  on  the  right  with  the  present  century- 
Each  line  of  shelves  would  represent  a  separate  country,  or 
series  of  countries,  one  beginning  where  another  ends.  The 
student  of  one  period  of  time  would  thus  find  his  material 
bounded  by  perpendicular  lines,  and  divided  horizontally 
into  the  history  of  the  countries  then  having  a  political  exis- 
tence, while  the  reader  of  one  country's  history  would  find  it 
extending,  in  regular  chronological  order,  along  one  line  of 
shelf.  Such  an  arrangement,  if  supplemented  by  labels  and 
various  coloured  tags  or  bindings,  might  form  a  kind  of 
'  stream  of  time,'  which  would  not  only  guide  the  reader  to 
the  very  book  he  seeks  but  would  afford  to  the  ignorant  eye 
a  lesson  in  history  such  as  he  would  be  long  in  gathering 
from  books." 

But  all  this  you  have  been  spared  because — 

1.  The  notice  convening  this  meeting  contained  an  in- 
timation, as  you  are  aware,  that  a  second  paper  on  another 
subject  would  be  read,  and  therefore  time  for  my  paper  would 
be  limited. 

2.  That  I  gladly  accepted  that  fact  as  a  reasonable  excuse 
for  not  proceeding  with  a  task,  though  most  attractive  and 
interesting,  yet  altogether  too  colossal  a  labour  for  my  limited 
leisure — and,  shall  I  say,  your  more  expansive  patience. 
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In  the  circumstances  I  decided  to  revert  to  my  original 
idea  of  simply  lajdng  my  requisition  before  you  in  the 
briefest  possible  terms,  which  I  will  now  proceed  to  do, 
although  Mr.  Bond  has  been  so  good  as  to  intimate  that  the 
whole  evening  will  be  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  my 
subject.  I  rely  upon  those  present  to  justify  that  concession 
by  a  discussion  that  will,  I  trust,  lead  to  some  practical  and 
beneficial  issue. 

Wanted  a  Classification  i 

From  the  most  cursory  glance  at  the  bibliography  of  the 
subject,  or  even  from  my  preliminary  remarks,  it  would  seem 
that  there  were  already  classification  schemes  enough  and 
to  spare.  But  it  is  this  very  plenitude  that  makes  another 
desirable,  that  other  being  one  selected  from  already  existing 
schemes  such  as  Dewey's  or  Cutter's,  or  Mr.  Brown's  latest, 
or  a  new  one  embodying  as  far  as  possible  all  that  is  good 
in  the  others,  and  that  shall  be  recognised  as  the  standard 
system. 

As  things  are  it  is  rare  to  find  two  differently  administered 
libraries  with  an  identical  scheme  of  classification.  This 
fact  has  been  emphasised  of  late  within  the  Metropolitan 
area  by  the  amalgamation  of  small  parishes,  each  with  its 
public  library,  into  a  new  borough.  The  reorganisation  and 
co-ordination  of  the  work  of  the  libraries  so  brought  under 
one  administration  have  revealed,  as  in  Southwark,  for  ex- 
ample, the  fact  that  four  libraries,  each  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  each  other,  have  different  systems  of  classification, 
one  favouring  Dewey,  another  Cutter,  another  the  service- 
able if  old-fashioned  adjustable  classification,  "  the  simple 
putting  together  of  like  things,"  with  location  book — a  system, 
by  the  way,  having  much  to  recommend  it — and  the  other 
being  somewhat  similar  to  the  last. 

The  book-list  that  came  into  my  hands  of  another  London 
library  the  other  day  showed  that  this  condition  of  things 
instead  of  being  peculiar  to  Southwark  was  typical  of  our 
libraries  in  general;  for  I  found  that  Bryce's  The  American 
Commonwealth  was  in  one  branch  in  class  G.,  in  another 
branch  in  class  H.  and  in  another  in  class  B. 

Further  illustration  of  this  confusing  variety  was  furnished 
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by  four  different  library  magazines  issued  in  London  and  the 
suburbs.  They  came  together  into  my  hands  quite  acd* 
dentally.  The  classifications  at  those  four  libraries  is  9M 
follows : — 

Cl»w     Library  No.  i.  No.  z.  No.  «•  No.  4. 

A  Theo.,  Ch.  Hist.      Science  Theo.,  Philos.  and  Philos. 

Ecc.  Hist. 

B  Biog.,  Pist.  Useful  Arts  Hist,  Biog.,  Corr.  Theolo^andEcc 

C  Voy.,  Trav.  Fine  Arts  Travel  and  Top.  Sociology 

D  Law,        Politics,  Social  Science  Arts,  Sciences  and  Language 

Com.  Nat.  Hist. 

E  Arts,  Sciences  and  Philos.  and  Rel.  Poetry  and  Drama  Nat.  Hist. 

Educational  wks. 

F  Fiction  Hist,  and  Geog.  Prose  Fiction  Science 

G  Poetry  Biog.  Miscellaneous  Lit.  Art 

H  Miscellaneous  Lang,  and  Lit.  Juvenile  wks.  Poetry  and  Drama 

I  Hist.,   Biog.   and 

Travel 

J   Juvenile  Juvenile 

K  Fiction  Fiction 

Taking  a  wider  range  I  find  that  out  of  thirty-five  libraries 
in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom  from  which  replies  have  been 
received  on  the  subject,  twelve  are  classified  on  the  Dewey 
system  without  modification,  nine  on  a  modified  Dewey 
scheme,  three  on  Brown's  plan,  one  the  Quinn-Brown  system, 
one  on  Cutter's  system,  two  on  home-made  systems,  and  fi^e 
on  what  are  described  as  **  rough  ". 

This  variety  is  further  diversified  by  the  use  of  a  different 
sjrstem  in  the  different  departments  of  one  library,  the  lend- 
ing library,  for  example,  being  classified  differently  from  the 
reference  library. 

With  the  advance  of  the  open-access  system  in  this 
country,  it  is  obvious  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  some 
action  should  be  taken  by  this  Association,  as  representing 
the  profession,  to  secure  that  co-ordination  of  method  in  our 
public  libraries  which  at  the  present  time  is  manifestly  lacking, 
atid  the  absence  of  which  is  detrimental  to  our  best  interests. 

What  can  the  public  think  of  a  profession  that  has  not 
yet  made  up  its  mind  on  a  subject  of  such  primary  impor- 
tance as  the  arrangement  of  the  books  on  the  shelves  of  thtf 
library  and  the  method  of  notation.  A  borrower  living  in 
one  borough  and  g^own  accustomed  to  the  arrangemetlts  of 
the  local  library  goes  into  the  adjoining  district  afid  finds 
quite  different  methods  employed.  It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell 
on  this  fact  and  the  confusion  and  disrepute  it  occasions. 
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What  is  becoming  more  and  more  urgently  necessary  is 
the  consideration  of  the  subject  by  this  Association  with  a 
loew  of  the  recognition  of  some  scheme  of  classification 
which  the  profession  generally  might  adopt  for  the  public 
libraries,  especially  such  as  are  worked  on  the  system  of 
open  access. 

The  open-access  system  is  being  generally  introduced 
to  the  libraries  of  Southwark,  and  shortly  the  question  of  the 
scheme  of  classification  is  to  be  settled.  And  the  desire  is 
that  the  scheme  should  be  one  that  is  likely  to  be  permanent 
and  in  general  use,  and  that  in  adopting  it  the  authorities 
will  be  taking  a  line  that  will  foster  the  movement  for  co-or- 
dinate action  among  the  libraries  throughout  the  country. 

Permit  me  here  to  submit  some  extracts  that  will  indi*- 
cate  the  present  view  of  the  question  of  classification,  and 
the  estimation  in  which  the  different  systems  are  held  by 
various  authorities  in  this  country  and  America. 

Referring  to  classification  in  British  libraries,  Mr.  Bond 
in  his  paper  for  the  St.  Louis  Conference  wrote :  "  Taking 
into  consideration  the  increased  number  of  libraries  in  Great 
Britain,  development  in  the  matter  of  systematic  classification 
during  the  last  septennate  has  not  been  at  all  extensive,  ex*^ 
cept  perhaps  in  our  reference  libraries,  which  in  the  larger 
number  of  cases  are  now  more  or  less  closely  classified,  or 
in  process  of  being  so  arranged.  About  the  time  of  the  last 
International  Conference  there  was  a  more  extensive  interest 
than  ever  before  in  the  Dewey  Decimal  Classification,  but 
this  interest  has  hardly  been  proportionately  sustained  as 
the  years  have  gone  by.  Notwithstanding  this,  among  the 
libraries  which  have  a  definite  system  of  classification  no 
system  has  been  so  generally  adopted  as  the  Dewey  system. 
Of  course  it  has  been  modified  by  many  librarians  to  suit 
the  needs,  or  the  imagined  needs,  of  their  particular  libraries. 
Many  other  librarians  have  found  Dewey,  with  an  index,  an 
invaluable  aid  to  classification  whatever  be  their  system,  or 
•even  lack  of  system ;  for  of  all  the  libraries  not  closely  clas- 
sified all  but  a  few  are  arranged  in  ten  or  more  main  classes, 
4ind  in  this  connection  Dewey  is  not  infrequently  consulted 
4tnd  appreciated.    The  Cutter  Expansive  Classification  has 


136  The  Library  Association  Record, 

a  few  very  ardent  admirers  in  this  country,  who  prefer  it 
to  any  other  system,  but  its  unfinished  state  has  greatly 
militated  against  its  adoption,  even  against  its  due  con- 
sideration. Despite  the  serious  loss  to  librarianship  in 
the  passing  of  Mr.  Cutter,  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the 
complete  system  will  shortly  be  published,  and  so  afford  the 
opportunity  of  adequate  consideration  touching  its  service- 
ability, as  well  as  of  comparison  with  other  systems.  Not 
only  is  a  completed  Cutter  desired,  but  an  English  edition 
of  Dewey  is  probably  a  wider  felt  desideratum.  By  am 
English  edition  we  mean  one  with  less  amplitude  on  Ameri- 
can topics,  and  more  on  English  ones ;  in  a  word,  an  edition^ 
without  American  bias,  or  even  without  bias  at  all,  if  that  be 
possible.  A  less  ambitious  and  less  exhaustive  scheme  than 
Dewey  or  Cutter,  Brown's  'Adjustable  Classification,'  has 
been  published  during  the  period  here  reviewed,  but  this^ 
too,  has  not  been  at  all  freely  adopted. 

**  In  looking  for  a  cause  we  find  that  the  main  reason  why 
systematic  or  close  classification  makes  such  little  progress^, 
especially  in  lending  libraries,  for  this  is  where  the  want  ia^ 
most  acute,  is  because  the  Cotgreave  recording  indicator  i& 
still  held  in  high  regard  as  a  method  of  issue  by  the  majority^ 
of  British  librarians,  and  is  much  more  frequently  adopted 
by  new  libraries  than  any  other  system. 

**  To  our  eloquent,  but  not  less  persistent  English  advocates^ 
of  open  access  these  statements  may  not  be  very  acceptable,, 
but  on  an  occasion  like  this  facts,  where  possible,  should  be 
recorded  as  well  as  opinions,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  a  facti 
for  good  or  evil,  that  the  indicator  still  reigns  supreme  in- 
British  libraries.  For  classificati6n's  sake  it  is  a  pity  that  it 
is  so ;  but  it  is  so,  and  thus  classification  suffers.  And  this 
is  because  no  satisfactory  method,  one  which  is  not  too  in«- 
volved  or  too  cumbersome,  has  yet  been  devised,  and  may 
never  be  because  never  much  wanted,  whereby  the  indicator 
may  be  worked  in  conjunction  with  close  classification  on 
the  shelves.  Elasticity  and  latitude  on  the  shelves  is  an 
essential  part  of  any  satisfactory  scheme  of  close  classifica- 
tion, and  of  elasticity  the  ordinary  indicator  has  none.  We 
fear  therefore  that  it  must  be  left  to  the  writer  for  the  next. 
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International  Conference  to  record  much  progress  in  the 
systematic  classification  of  our  lending  libraries,  and  if  the 
indicator  continues  to  be  esteemed  for  some  time  to  come^ 
which  seems  likely,  that  record  would  still  be  premature 
unless  the  coming  of  the  next  International  Conference  be 
unduly  delayed — a  calamity  which  is  not  to  be  hoped  for^ 
even  though  it  were  to  bring  with  it  the  desired  opportunity 
of  reporting  improvement  in  the  backward  condition  of  clas- 
sification, especially  in  the  lending  departments  of  British 
libraries.  With  growth  of  the  desire  for  close  classification 
would  come  the  waning  of  the  indicator,  with  the  waning 
of  the  indicator  would  come  close  classification.  The  indi- 
cator, of  course,  would  try  to  adjust  itself  to  the  new  condi- 
tions, but  we  think  that  its  attempt  at  adjustability  would 
be  the  beginning  of  its  disfavour.  That  disaffection,  how- 
ever, is  not  likely  to  assert  itself  soon,  except  by  the  rapid 
growth  in  favour  of  open  access." 

The  position  in  America  has  been  thus  indicated  by  Mr. 
C.  Martel,  of  the  Library  of  Congress : — 

"  As  far  as  American  library  practice  is  concerned  the 
situation  seems  but  little  changed,  if  at  all.  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  returns  to  a  circular  similar 
to  that  of  1893,  sent  out  a  few  years  ago.  The  proportion 
of  libraries  using  or  adopting  the  Decimal  Classification, 
pure  or  modified,  of  those  using  the  Cutter  E.C.,  and  the 
remainder,  chiefly  the  larger  libraries  or  special  libraries 
using  individual  schemes  has  remained  almost  constant^ 
with  a  relatively  larger  increase  in  the  number  using  the 
E.C.  classification. 

"This  seems  to  indicate  that  there  are  two  apparently 
opposed  tendencies  each  holding  its  own ;  on  the  one  hand^ 
the  tendency  towards  co-operation  and  uniformity,  on  the 
other,  the  tendency  towards  specialisation  and  individuality. 
Since  the  report  of  1893  some  important  bibliographical 
events  have  taken  place  which  seem  to  justify  the  reason- 
able belief  that  the  two  may  be  combined  in  a  measure  to 
great  advantage.  Taking  a  glance  at  the  various  classes  of 
documents  and  facts  which  bear  evidence  in  this  question, 
we  have  (i)  Systems  of  classification  of  the  sciences ;   (2) 
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Systems  of  classification  for  libraries  or  for  books;  (5) 
Schemes  underlying  the  catalogues  of  general  libraries  with 
more  or  less  leaning  towards  developments  in  certain  sub- 
jects ;  (4)  General  schemes  for  certain  subjects ;  (5)  Schemes 
for  general  and  special  bibliographies,  i.e.^  loit  the  classifica- 
tion of  titles  rather  than  of  books ;  (6)  The  arrangement  of 
many  general  and  special  libraries,  public  and  private,  Mrhose 
classification  is  not  in  print  in  any  form. 

**  Within  the  last  four  groups  fall  the  *  enormous  number 
of  partial  classifications,'  referred  to  by  Dr.  Richardson. 
Of  the  prodigious  number  of  libraries,  catalogues  and  biblio- 
graphies a  relatively  small  number  have  the  same  clas- 
sification— an  astonishing  fact,  considering  the  undeniable 
advantages  of  a  reasonable  degree  of  uniformity  in  arrange- 
ment, and  the  great  economy  which  would  be  effected  in 
adopting  a  system  already  devised.  What  can  be  the 
explanation  ?  It  is  in  the  very  nature  of  classification  that 
it  should  closely  fit  the  collegtion  of  things  classified.  The 
general  library,  the  universal  bibliography,  the  select  re- 
ference library,  the  small  popular  library,  the  special  libraiy 
according  to  its  subject,  if  classified  with  the  fine  discrimina- 
tion and  regard  for  extent,  nature  of  collections,  character  of 
use,  etc.,  will  have  an  ideal  classification  as  far  as  the  purpose 
of  classification,  the  use  of  the  collections,  goes,  but  their 
classification  will  differ  from  one  another  in  various  ways. 
Idealism  and  individualism  need  not  go  too  far,  however, 
and  concessions  can  be  made  with  profit  in  the  interest  of 
co-operation  and  uniformity.     The  problem  is  how  far  ?  " 

Now,  what  is  thought  of  some  of  the  various  systems  in  use 
is  indicated  in  the  following  observations  with  which  lib- 
rarians have  been  so  good  as  to  furnish  me  from  their  perscmal 
experience : — 

British  Librarians  on  the  Dewey  System. 

"The  Dewey  system  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  very  best  that 
has  been  devised." 

"Dewey  .  .  .  found  most  useful  in  that  portion  of  the 
library  where  open  access  to  the  shelves  is  allowed  to 
readers." 
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"  The  Dewey  system  is  an  ideal  one  for  a  reference  lib* 
rary,  but  rather  cumbrous  for  the  lending  library.'* 

"  The  :Scheme  with  its  admirable  relative  index  speaks 
vi^umes  for  itself." 

"The  scheme  which  commends  itself  most  is  that  of 
Dewey  properly  worked  out" 

"  Our  classification  is  Dewey — in  reference  library  exact, 
in  lending  library  in  the  first  principles  only,  with  a  numeri- 
cal succession,  because  we  employ  schoolboys,  and  if  we  had 
it  closely  classified  I  dread  the  result." 

''My  personal  preference  is  for  the  Dewey  Decimal 
Classification,  with  which  I  am  most  familiar." 

"  As  far  as  our  experience  goes  it  is  satisfactory." 

"  The  great  failure  of  Dewey  for  English  libraries  is  the 
literature  section." 

"  Taking  all  things  into  consideraticm,  Dewey  is  preferable 
to  any  system  suggested  up  to  the  present  time." 

"  If  I  were  malung  a  clear  start,  I  should  certainly  adopt 
the  Dewey  system  in  full  for  both  sections." 

"  With  certain  modifications  this  system  is  quite  suitable 
for  our  purpose." 

"  I  recommend  the  Dewey  system  of  classification." 

"  The  classification  in  use  in  our  library  is  a  modification 
of  the  Dewey.  ...  I  found  that  we  could  not  adopt  his 
system  in  its  entirety.  ...  I  have  a  hankering  after  a  scheme 
more  complete  than  CHir  present,  but  every  scheme  that  I  have 
considered — and  they  are  all  the  schemes  brought  under 
notice  within  recent  years — has  some  drawback." 

Richardson  on  Dewey. 

''This  system  begun  in  1873,  first  published  in  1876, 
published  in  fourth  edition  in  1891,  and  reprinted,  and  now 
perhaps  shortly  to  be  published  again  in  new  edition,  has 
probably  had  more  vogue  than  any  other  bibliographical 
^stem  ever  published  save  possibly  that  of  Brunet  Taken 
as  a  whole  and  regarding  the  substantially  unchanging  form 
and  notation,  among  the  multitude  of  derived  systems  with 
minor  variations,  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  no  system  ever 
invented  has  been  applied  to  as  many  libraries  (probably  at 
the  present  day  several  thousand)  as  this.    In  many  libraries 
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considerable  changes  have  been  made,  but  in  the  majority  it 
remains  practically  unchanged.  It  is  now  being  adopted 
very  generally  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  by  booksellers 
«ven  as  well  as  libraries,  and  is  of  late,  through  its  adoption 
by  the  Brussels  Institut,  having  a  very  zealous  propaganda 
by  its  converts,  especially  in  France  and  Italy.  Many  of 
the  most  noteworthy  partial  classifications  of  the  present 
day  are  avowedly  founded  upon  and  are  enlargements  of  this 
system.  [The  system  itself  is  supposed  to  be  in  some  way 
an  adaption  of  Bacon,  but  the  relation  is  hardly  to  be  dis- 
covered, and  it  really  should  be  counted  as  independent.] 
The  reasons  for  its  deserved  popularity  are  to  be  found  : — 
''  (i)  In  an  intelligent  and  consistent  application  of  the 
decimal  notation  (not  new  in  Dewey,  but  first  by  him  vigor- 
ously and  consistently  applied) ;  (2)  in  the  grasp  of  mnemonic 
possibilities  of  this  situation  ;  (3)  in  the  practical,  intelligent 
and  often  up-to-date  management  of  the  remoter  subdivisions 
of  the,  in  some  places,  somewhat  artificial,  larger  sub-classes ; 
(4)  in  the  fully  printed  schedules  with  their  *  relative  index,* 
which  more  than  anything  else  is  the  cause  of  the  practicality 
of  this  system  and  its  wide  adoption.  In  other  words,  its 
popularity  has  been  due  to  intelligent  practical  usefulnesa" 

The  Librarian  of  Harvard  University  on  Dewey  System. 

"  Among  classed  systems  almost  the  only  one  which  shows 
any  vigour  of  life  is  the  Decimal  Classification,  but  this  .  .  . 
has  been  mainly  adopted  as  a  shelf  classification  in  this 
country,  and  with  some  notable  exceptions  has  made  com- 
paratively little  headway  as  the  basis  of  a  subject  cata- 
logue. .  .  .  But  lately  there  has  appeared  in  the  field  the 
Bibliographical  Institute  of  Brussels,  a  vigorous  champion 
of  the  Decimal  Classification  as  a  system  of  cataloguing. 
The  energetic  directors  of  this  Institute  have  taken  the 
Decimal  Classification  as  used  in  America,  have  translated 
it  into  European  languages,  and  with  amazing  ingenuity  and 
perseverance  have  expanded  and  modified  it  and  added  new 
elements  of  elasticity  and  new  methods  of  combination  to  its 
already  flexible  system  of  notation,  so  that  for  purposes  of 
bibliographical  subdivision  and  record  a  far  greater  degree 
of  exactness  and  detail  can  be  attained  than  ever  before. 
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At  the  same  time,  with  the  greatest  industry,  the  Institute 
has  been  bringing  together  for  its  Repertoire  an  enormous 
mass  of  bibliographical  material,  already  amounting  to  two 
and  a  half  million  references,  classified  by  subjects  according 
to  the  expanded  Decimal  Classification.  .  .  .  Will  the  decimal 
system  finally  prevail.  .  .  .  Who  can  say?  It  has  a  strong 
(hold  as  a  shelf  classification  in  a  very  large  number  of  lib- 
raries. The  advantages  of  uniformity  and  of  employing  as  it 
were  a  universal  language  are  great." 

Dr.  Dewey  on  the  position  of  the  Dewey  System. 

Mr.  Fletcher  at  the  St.  Louis  Conference  said : — 
''  May  I  ask  Dr.  Dewey  to  answer  a  question  ?  I  take 
great  interest  in  the  prospective  new  edition  of  the  Decimal 
Classification  which  has  been  referred  to,  and  my  question 
is,  by  what  method,  in  a  general  way,  is  it  hoped  to  meet 
the  necessity  of  the  introduction  of  quite  new  subjects — the 
recasting,  as  we  may  say,  of  such  subjects  as  come  up  now- 
adays in  Sociology  and  in  the  new  views  taken  of  the  philo- 
sophical sciences.  Using  the  Decimal  Classification  myself 
and  attempting  to  adapt  it,  I  confess  to  serious  difficulty  in 
this  matter  of  recasting  whole  divisions.  I  should  like  to 
.ask  if  he  can  give  us  a  hint  of  what  it  is  hoped  to  do  in  the 
matter  of  making  a  new  edition  which  shall  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  future ;  whether  we  may  expect  in  the  new 
edition  a  recasting  of  departments  where  there  have  been 
radical  changes  in  scientific  classification.  I  may  instance 
Sociology  as  one  of  the  most  noteworthy." 

To  which  Dr.  Dewey  replied :  '*  We  found,  in  checking 
over  the  users  of  the  classification  and  asking  their  advice, 
a  very  general  agreement  on  this  principle :  that  it  would  be 
unwise  to  make  many  very  radical  changes  because  the 
number  of  users  is  so  large.  In  view  of  the  amount  of 
cataloguing  that  has  been  done  by  the  present  scheme,  the 
cost  of  changing  would  be  so  serious  that  we  found  nine- 
tenths  of  the  people  favoured  rather  the  plan  of  providing 
•  for  new  subjects  by  introducing  them  where  they  could  be 
added,  not  exactly  as  we  should  have  done  if  we  were  doing 
it  for  the  first  time,  but  in  a  way  to  provide  practically  for 
€very  subject.    We  have  been  actively  at  work  on  the  new 
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edition  for  two  years.  The  work  which  was  well  advanced, 
was  suspended  because  of  the  'A.L.A.  Catalog/  but  now 
that  that  is  off  the  press  we  are  going  to  work  on  the  clas- 
sification. We  are  expecting  almost  any  day  the  work  from 
Brussels  on  which  they  have  been  doing  so  much,  and  of 
cSourse  it  is  exceedingly  important  that  we  should  be  m 
harmony  in  international  use.  I  myself  believe  that  it  is- 
foolish  to  dream  of  recasting  and  remaking  a  classification 
over  twenty-five  years  old  to  fit  new  theories.  The  old 
books  exist,  they  have  been  catalogued,  they  have  been-, 
numbered.  If  we  could  change  certain  details  we  should 
be  glad  to,  it  would  be  a  great  desideratum ;  but  it  would 
not  pay  at  all  for  the  cost.  Take  an  extreme  case.  Every- 
body recognises  that  it  would  be  much  better  if  History  and 
Philology  changed  places.  That  would  bring  History  next 
to  Sociology,  with  which  it  is  closely  allied,  and  bring  Philo- 
logy next  to  Literature,  with  which  it  is  closely  allied. 

**  I  have  urged  people  for  many  years  to  arrange  those 
classes  that  way.  But  although  it  is  a  very  simple  thing  to 
say  that  all  the  9's  are  changed  to  4's,  and  all  the  4's  to  g's^ 
it  means  hopeless  confusion  in  the  catalogue  as  used.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  wise  to  improve  our  theory  at  so  practical 
a  cost.  Even  if  we  tried  to  do  it,  the  majority  of  libraries 
would  not  follow,  on  account  of  the  expense,  and  our 
numbers  would  be  badly  jumbled.  We  got  that  as  the 
opinion  of  the  great  majority  of  users. 

"  We  have  no  theories  in  regard  to  this  except  to  attain 
the  maximum  of  usefulness.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  one 
in  our  library  who  cares  a  rap  for  the  fact  that  the  classifica- 
tion has  been  associated  with  my  name.  It  never  occurs  to 
me  as  a  thing  that  I  have  any  interest  in,  except  a  responsi- 
bility to  try  to  make  it  useful.  We  shall  go  to  work  on  it 
again  this  fall,  and  if  any  one  has  any  further  suggestions 
that  you  have  not  already  made  in  writing,  if  you  will  send 
them  in  to  us  they  will  all  receive  full  consideration.  We 
do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  decide  the  matter  alone.  We  con- 
sult constantly,  especially  with  our  friends  in  Europe,  wbO' 
have  done  so  much  work  in  this  matter;  and  where  iitty 
have  already  worked  out  a  solution  even  if  we  think  we 
know  a  little  better  solution,  we  think  it  is  much  better  te» 
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take  theirs  than  to  try  to  make  an  improvement   at  the 
expense  of  lack  of  harmony/' 

M.  La  Fontaine  of  Brussels  on  the  Dewey  System. 

"...  I  will  try  to  explain  what  we  have  done  and  what 
are  the  difficulties  we  have  encountered  in  the  development 
of  the  Decimal  Classification  of  Mr.  Dewey.  As  he  has  said, 
we  have  to  save  things  that  we  must  change  as  little  as 
possible.  It  was  possible  for  us,  for  all  the  divisions,  to 
preserve  all  the  numbers  of  the  first  Decimal  Classification. 
We  have  now  only  two  great  difficulties.  One  is  Chemistry, 
which  has  been  so  transformed  in  the  last  few  years ;  the 
other  is  Mathematics.  In  Mathematics  we  have  asked  the 
first  mathematicians  of  Europe  to  help  us  in  developing  the 
original  scheme,  but  they  all  answer  that  it  is  not  possible  ; 
that  ideas  in  Mathematics  are  so  difiTerent  now  from  what 
they  were  before  that  a  radical  change  must  be  made.  We 
have  not  taken  a  resolution  on  that  question,  because  it  is 
very  hard  to  change  a  matter  so  divided  as  this  division  is 
now  in  the  Decimal  Classification,  and  we  hope  it  will  be 
possible  to  keep  what  exists  for  the  older  books,  because  the 
old  ideas  in  Mathematics  exist.  So  I  think  it  is  necessary 
to  maintain,  as  far  as  possible,  the  subdivisions  of  the  main 
subdivision  51.  We  hope  that  we  can  come  to  an  under- 
standing with  the  new  mathematicians  and  make  a  sub- 
division from  one  of  the  subdivisions  already  existing.  The 
new  edition,  our  French  edition,  is  not  printed  now.  The 
great  question  is  the  question  of  History.  We  think  that  all 
the  old  divisions  can  be  maintained,  but  that  new  ones  can 
be  introduced  without  changing  the  old  divisions.  We  have 
observed  by  chance  that  all  dates  can  be  written  decimally  ; 
so  all  the  years,  centuries  and  even  minute  dates,  as  the 
date  of  the  French  Revolution,  can  be  written  decimally  if 
you  put  zero  before  the  numbers  of  the  months  and  days  which 
have  only  one  figure.  Take  the  date  of  the  14th  of  July,  1789^ 
the  date  of  the  French  Revolution.  You  may  write  it '  1789 
07  14,'  and  that  number  is  a  decimal  number.  So  you  can 
classify  all  dates  under  a  decimal  scheme,  using  the  dates 

of  the  month,  and  we  think  it  is  the  easiest  system  to  use. 

II 
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"The  g^eat  difference  which  now  exists  between  the 
American  Decimal  Classification  and  ours  is  that  we  have 
placed  between  parentheses  all  the  form  subdivisions  and 
the  geographical  numbers.  Instead  of  writing  *  9144  *  for 
geographical  France  '  91  (44) '.  We  have  done  it  because 
geographical  numbers  are  used  in  all  possible  subdivisions. 
Thus  'Salaries  in  Europe'  will  be  * 331*2  (4)'.  If  we  add 
directly  the  number  4  to  the  number  331*2,  we  will  have 
331*24  having  two  interpretations,  one  a  subdivision  of  the 
question  of  salary  and  the  other  the  salaries  in  France  ;  and 
to  avoid  such  confusion  we  have  put  all  geographical  numbers 
in  parentheses. 

"  I  think  I  have  said  enough  for  you  to  see  that  what  Dr. 
Dewey  has  said  is  true,  and  that  it  will  be  possible  to  en- 
large the  classification  as  it  exists  now  so  that  it  will  be 
unnecessary  to  reform  all  that  has  been  done  until  now. 
The  little  differences  that  exist  will  be  very  small,  and  it  will 
be  easy  to  use  the  old  cards  as  they  are  now  and  to  bring 
them  together  with  the  new  cards  which  will  be  printed  with 
the  new  scheme." 

Richardson  on  the  Cutter  System, 
"Although  not  published  very  fully  until  1891,  some 
account  of  the  system  was  published  as  early  as  18791  ^^ 
the  fifth  expansion  was  finished  in  1882. 

"  In  1891-93  it  \^as  published  fully  in  six  expansions,  and 
the  seventh,  which  will  contain  about  10,000  subdivisions,  is 
now  nearing  completion.  It  is  distinguished  as  being  the 
most  logical  and  modem  in  its  nomenclature  of  the  recent 
systems.  It  applies  a  consistent  alphabetical  notation  in  a 
manner  which  is  an  advance  on  all  such  attempts  previously 
made.  It  is  coming  into  use  in  a  good  many  American 
libraries,  and  when  the  final  expansion  is  finished  and  pro- 
vided with  an  index  will  undoubtedly  be  more  used  stilL 
The  painstaking  intelligence  of  subdivision  and  the  full 
description  of  exact  meaning  of  what  is  intended  to  be  in- 
cluded under  the  subdivision  are  of  the  highest  order,  both 
of  scholarship  and  method.  The  author's  unsparing  industry 
and  unwearied  enthusiasm  for  his  scientific  aim  and  the 
welfare  of  libraries  have  produced  a  really  scientific  (though 
of  course  not  perfect  or  final)  work  of  high  value,  the  apprecia- 
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tion  of  which  on  the  part  of  others  is  all  the  more  cordial 

because  of  the  modesty  and  unaffected  altruism  of  its  author.*' 

Su  also  Mr.  Bond  and  Mr.  Martel  quoted  above  re  Cutter. 

A  British  Librarian  on  the  Quinn-Brown  System. 
''  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  the  best  system  to  work 
with  indicators,  the  only  drawback  being  the  doubt  as  to 
how  many  blanks  should  be  left  in  the  shelf  catalogue  for 
books  on  certain  subjects." 

British'  Librarians  on  the  Brown  System. 
**  When  I  came  to  use  the  scheme  I  wished  once  or  twice 
that  I  had  adopted  say  Dewey.  .  .  .  The  great  drawback  to 
Brown's  scheme  is  its  meagre  index.  There  were  many  cases 
where  I  was  absolutely  unable  to  decide  under  what  particular 
subject  I  should  classify  a  book.  The  index  was  of  little  or 
no  use." 

**  It  suits  our  purpose  admirably." 

Of  course  these  remarks  do  not  apply  to  Mr.  Brown's 
new  system,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  the  earlier  part 
of  this  paper,  and  of  which  the  following  announcement 
appeared  in  the  Academy  of  3rd  February,  1906  : — 

"  A  system  of  exact  classification  suitable  for  public 
libraries,  technical  and  elementary  schools,  and  other  edu- 
cational purposes  has  long  been  a  desideratum.  Such  a  work, 
arranged  in  a  series  of  divisions  and  related  subdivisions, 
and  apparently  providing  places  for  every  subject  of  moment, 
has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  James  Duff  Brown,  the  Borough 
Librarian  of  Islington,  and  will  be  issued  this  season  by  the 
Library  Supply  Co.  A  novel  series  of  tables  is  provided 
enabling  subjects  to  be  subdivided  to  any  extent,  and  the 
scheme  is  so  arranged  that  it  can  be  applied  to  the  largest 
library  or  the  small  collection  of  the  private  collector.  It 
can  be  used  for  arranging  specimens,  classifying  material  on 
any  topic,  grouping  of  business  papers,  or  any  purpose  in 
which  a  classification  is  necessary.  For  English  libraries  in 
which  exact  subject  classification  has  been  comparatively 
neglected,  this  book  should  prove  of  great  service." 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  extracts,  which  I  think  will  be 
regarded  as  representative  and  authoritative,  that  the  Dewey 
system  holds  the  field. 
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But  its  limitations  and  need  of  revision — admitted  by  Mn 
Dewey  himself — do  not  encourage  one  to  advise  its  adoption 
as  it  stands  notwithstanding  the  vogue  it  enjoys. 

An  important  point  in  connection  with  this  subject  of 
classification  and  co-ordinate  action  lies  in  the  growing  re- 
cognition of  our  public  libraries  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
nation's  educational  machinery.  "Attention  has  been  called/* 
writes  Richardson,  ''to  the  fact  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Fairchild  of 
the  Albany  Educational  Church  Board,  that  the  new  edu- 
cators, not  only  in  colleges  but  in  secondary  schools  are 
coming  to  arrange  their  lines  of  teaching  according  to  the 
'  natural '  order  of  the  sciences.  It  follows  that  if  the  system 
of  classification  in  vogue  in  any  library  is  at  variance  in  any 
way  with  the  order  in  use  in  the  schools,  the  librarian  must 
be, all  the  more  intimate  with  the  scientific  order  to  the  end 
that  he  may  harmonise,  so  far  as  possible,  with  his  library 
classification,  and  may  guide  pupils  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
thinking  in  another  order." 

As  a  practical  contribution  to  the  subject  as  regards 
notation,  I  submit  a  scheme  that  occurs  to  me  as  being 
simple  and  undoubtedly  expansive. 

By  dividing  our  library  into  many  sections  instead  of  a 
few  main  classes — and  the  procrustean  ten  is  one  of  the 
acknowledged  drawbacks  of  the  Dewey  system — we  get  the 
adjustability  of  movable  type  as  compared  with  the  block 
system  of  printing. 

Now  assume  the  library  to  be  divided  into  ninety-nine 
sections  logically  arranged  in  the  natural  or  evolutionary 
order.  Each  of  those  sections,  representing  a  definite  sub- 
ject, could  be  again  subdivided  into  twenty-six,  symbolised 
by  the  letters  of  the  alphabet,  and  each  of  those  sub-sections 
could  be  further  divided  into  ninety-nine  subdivisions  so  that 
between  division  i,  section  A,  sub-section  i,  and  division  gg, 
section  Z,  sub-section  gg  you  would  have  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  million  places,  or  to  be  exact  254,826,  with  a  notation  no 
more  complex  than  gg  Z  gg. 

As  applied  to  Fiction  the  notation  would  be,  assuming 
Fiction  to  be  division  75,  75  A  would  represent  the  authors 
whose  names  begin  with  an  A,  75  A  5  would  be  Aimard, 
75  A  8  Ainsworth. 
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Particular  books  by  these  authors  would  be  indicated  by 
a  decimal,  the  first  by  Aimard,  being  75  A  5*1,  the  second 
75  A  5*2  and  so  on. 

75  B  would  be  the  notation  for  authors  with  names  be- 
ginning with  B,  and  so  on  through  the  alphabet. 

Individual  biography  would  be  the  same,  but  the  letters 
of  course  would  represent  the  subject  rather  than  the  author. 

84  D  5  would  be  a  life  of  Dickens,  84  D  5*1  being 
another  life  of  Dickens  by  another  author. 

In  conclusion  I  ask  this  meeting  to  recommend  the 
Council  of  the  Association  to  make  classification  the  principal 
topic  for  consideration  at  the  next  Annual  Meeting.  The 
subject  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  the  Association 
will  have  done  some  practical  good  when  it  has  given  it  the 
necessary  attention.  I  should  like  to  see  the  Library  As- 
sociation evolve  a  scheme  worthy  of  universal  adoption. 
We  need  to  co-operate,  and  by  way  of  stimulus  let  me  quote 
an  eloquent  and  stirring  address  of  Mr.  Melvil  Dewey  who 
has  not  only  done  much  good  work,  but  has  inspired  so  much 
more  by  his  enthusiasm  for  our  profession,  and  won  for  it  in 
America  the  recognition  it  now  enjoys  there : — 

''  I  have  always  believed  and  preached  co-operation. 
.  .  .  Co-operation  means  civilisation.  Without  co-operation 
there  would  be  no  railways,  no  steam-boats,  no  churches,  no 
schools,  no  hospitals,  no  life.  Without  co-operation  a  man 
may  live  in  a  cave  and  dress  in  the  skins  of  beasts,  but  there 
can  be  nothing  more  without  co-operation,  and  the  man  who 
says  he  does  not  believe  in  co-operation,  librarian  or  whoever 
he  be,  does  not  believe  in  civilisation  and  does  not  believe  in 
life.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  we  who  are  here,  by  our  very 
presence,  believe  heartily  in  this  thing  which  has  been  the 
watchword  of  the  American  Library  Association  from  its  be- 
ginning thirty  years  ago.  .  .  .  We  have  a  long  work  before 
us ;  it  will  last  as  long  as  life ;  it  is  a  great  world  movement ; 
wide  as  the  world,  resistless  as  the  sunrise,  illuminating  the 
whole  earth.  And  the  great  thing  is,  it  seems  to  me,  that 
we  should  be  full  of  hope  and  confidence.  Great  things  have 
happened  in  the  past.  Let  us  look  forward  and  not  back,  up 
and  not  down,  and  lend  a  hand.'' 


SOME  SUGGESTIONS  ON  THE  PLANNING  OF 
PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.* 

By  H.  T.  Hare,  F.R.LB.A. 

IT  is  unnecessary  for  me  in  addressing  such  an  assembly 
as  this,  to  give  any  historical  account  of  the  rise  and 
development  of  the  free  library  movement  in  England*  as 
this  is,  doubtless,  much  more  familiar  to  all  of  you  than 
to  me.     Public  libraries  are,  however,  now  pretty  generally 
recognised  as  being  a  social  necessity  in  every  community, 
large  or  small,  and  diversities  of  opinion  are  directed  more 
to  the  details  of  the  management  and  arrangement  than  to 
the  general  question  of  their  desirability  as  an  institution^ 
That  there  are  some  directions  in  which  these  libraries  are 
not  perhaps  the  unqualified  benefit  which  they  should  be, 
is,  no  doubt,  true ;  but  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  objections 
which  have  appeared  may  and  will  be  removed  by  a  wise 
and  open-minded  direction.      However  that   may  be,  the 
enterprise  of  our  public  bodies  and  the  generosity  of  private 
individuals  have  provided  and  are  providing  these  institutiona 
in  all  directions,  and  it  rests  with  us  to  see  that  they  are  in 
all  respects  suitable  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  are 
designed,  and  that  they  shall  be  so  managed  and  directed  as 
to  ensure  that  they  shall  produce  the  greatest  benefit  to  the 
public  generally. 

You  have  invited  me  to-day  to  deal  more  particularly 
with  the  question  of  the  design  and  planning  of  buildings 
for  public  library  purposes,  and  I  shoiUd  wish  at  the  outset 

^  Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Library  Astoctation  at  Cambridfe,  84tli 
August,  1905. 
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to  say  that  although  such  a  building  is  apparently  of  a  very 
simple  nature  it  is  really  by  no  means  easy  to  meet  all  the 
requirements  in  a  perfectly  satisfactory  manner,  but  is  a  prob- 
lem which  often  calls  for  the  exercise  of  all  one's  ingenuity  to 
surmount  the  difficulties;  and,  I  may  say,  that  one  of  the 
initial  difficulties  lies  in  the  lack  of  a  clear  and  definite  con- 
ception of  what  the  practical  requirements  really  are,  and 
exactly  how  and  in  what  manner  the  building  is  to  be  ad- 
ministered when  erected. 

I  should  enumerate  the  leading  requirements  as  follows : — 

1.  Ample  space  or  area  in  all  parts. 

2.  Abundance  of  light,  air  and  ventilation. 

3.  Facility  of  supervision  and  working. 

The  first  point,  ample  space,  sounds  somewhat  like  a 
truism,  but  it  is  a  desideratum  which  I  wish  specially  to 
insist  upon,  because  a  certain  rule-of-thumb  standard  of  floor 
space  per  reader  has  been  evolved,  and  is  generally  regarded 
as  adequate.  I  should  like  to  suggest,  however,  that  this 
standard  is  by  no  means  satisfactory.  Almost  all  our  public 
libraries  are  much  too  closely  packed  in  their  arrangement 
for  the  comfort,  health  and  free  circulation  of  readers.  In 
my  opinion  a  50  per  cent,  increase  in  floor  space  would  not 
be  at  all  extravagant. 

The  same  remarks  would  apply  to  my  second  require- 
ment, the  sufficiency  of  light,  air  and  ventilation.  I  shall, 
I  know,  be  met  with  the  difficulty  of  cost,  the  limitations 
imposed  by  the  penny  fate,  and  so  forth.  As  an  architect, 
I  am  only  too  painfully  conscious  of  what  these  limitations 
mean.  It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  much  could  be 
done  in  the  way  of  improvement  without  increase  of  cost; 
if  the  really  essential  requirements  of  a  public  library  were 
carefully  considered  from  an  unbiassed  standpoint,  and  if 
we  could  rid  ourselves  of  some  of  the  arrangements  com- 
monly thought  to  be  necessary.  It  is  here  that  I  think 
librarians  can  assist  in  arriving  at  an  improved  result,  for 
with  them  in  many  cases  lie  the  drawing-up  of  schedules 
of  requirements  and  the  preliminary  finding  of  Committees. 

My  third  requirement,  facility  of  supervision,  is  one  on 
which  there  is  much  confusion  of  idea.     In  the  early  diays 
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of  public  libraries  it  used  to  be  considered  that  the  chief 
librarian  in  any  moderately  sized  institution  was  to  act  the 
part  of  a  policeman,  and  to  practically  supervise  the  whole 
,of  the  public  portions  of  the  building,  besides  directing  his 
staff.  With  this  end  in  view  it  was  customary  to  place  him 
in  some  central  position  in  a  sort  of  "  fly  cage  "  glazed  all 
round,  and  directly  overlooking  every  room.  A  more  un- 
comfortable arrangement  and  one  less  calculated  to  facilitate 
the  work  which  he  has  to  do  could  not  well  be  imagined. 
It  is  not  possible  for  one  person  to  supervise  a  library  of  any 
size  at  all  from  a  fixed  point,  and  further  it  is  not  necessary 
that  the  supervision  should  be  of  this  nature.  In  large  and 
simply  planned  rooms,  the  public  to  a  great  extent  super- 
vise  themselves,  and  beyond  this  the  possibility  of  the  con- 
trolling eye  of  the  staff  being  on  them  is  in  most  cases 
enough  as  supplement.  Yet  the  superstition  still  lingers, 
and  dies  very  hard. 

It  is  necessary  to  clear  one's  thoughts  of  preconceived 
ideas,  based  upon  what  one  has  been  accustomed  to  seeing, 
and  to  approach  the  problem  with  an  entirely  open  mind. 
I  suppose  most  of  our  earliest  libraries  were  buildings  (in 
many  cases  private  houses)  erected  for  other  purposes,  and 
converted  and  more  or  less  adapted  for  public  library  pur- 
poses. Thus  one  room  would  be  set  apart  for  a  newsroom, 
another  for  lending  library,  a  third  for  magazines  and  so  on^ 
By  this  means  one  has  become  familiarised  with  the  idea  of 
so  many  separate  rooms,  and  so  we  formulate  our  ideas  for  a 
new  building  on  these  lines,  without  thinking  whether  this  is 
really  the  best  and  most  satisfactory  arrangement  Super- 
vision, light  and  air,  space  and  many  other  things  (not  to 
mention  architectural  fitness)  are  thus  largely  sacrificed. 

I  entirely  fail  to  see  why  magazines  should  be  separated 
from  newspapers,  or  why,  assuming  the  floor  space  to  be  very 
ample,  ladies  and  juveniles  should  require  separate  rooms. 
There  is  also  an  old  fetish  that  no  one  room  must  be  entered 
through  another.  I  see  no  reason  for  this  to  be  taken  as  a 
general  axiom.  The  only  case  in  which  I  can  conceive  it  to 
be  necessary  is  that  of  the  reference-room,  which  is  the  only 
public  room  which  really  needs  extreme  quiet  and  retirement* 
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All  the  others  can,  without  any  objection,  be  inter-com- 
.municating. 

These  considerations  have  led  me  to  conclude  that  prob- 
ably the  most  satisfactory  public  library  plan  would  be  one 
in  which  practically  the  whole  of  the  public  accommodation 
-is  comprised  in  one  large  room  or  hall,  including  news, 
magazines,  general  readers,  ladies,  and  perhaps  juveniles.  I 
would  also  throw  in  the  lending  library,  separating  it  only  by 
•a  low  screen  or  counter.  This  large  hall  would  be  entered 
almost  directly  from  the  open  air  in  the  same  manner 
as  a  church,  with  perhaps  a  small  porch,  or,  at  all  events, 
some  adequate  arrangement  to  exclude  draught.  The  only 
further  public  provision  which  would  be  required  would  be  a 
small  reference-room  which  could  be  entered  from  the  large 
hall,  and  here  I  should  like  to  ask  why,  in  so  many  cases,  a 
very  large  reference  library  is  insisted  on.  I  believe  it  is 
never  used  by  a  large  number  of  persons  at  one  time,  and 
possibly  the  only  reason  is  that  it  may  accommodate  a  large 
number  of  books  around  its  walls.  This,  however,  seems  to 
me  a  most  extravagant  method  of  disposing  of  them,  besides 
largely  detracting  from  the  appearance  of  the  room.  If  you 
could  ensure  having  all  your  books  in  the  best  of  editions 
and  the  best  of  bindings,  then  they  might  be  so  arranged 
around  the  walls  as  to  form  effective  decoration.  As,  how- 
ever, in  most  libraries  the  majority  of  the  books  are  not  per- 
haps very  presentable,  the  introduction  of  them  into  the  room 
results  in  anything  but  a  satisfactory  decorative  effect. 
Another  objection  is,  that  the  placing  of  books  round  the 
walls  wastes  a  very  sensible  amount  of  floor  space  which 
.would  otherwise  be  available  for  readers;  especially  if,  as 
is  generally  the  case,  a  barrier  is  added.  This  being  so,  I 
■should  favour  the  provision  of  a  stock-room  adjoining  the 
reference-room,  and  within  easy  access  for  the  attendant. 
The  books  can  then  be  stored  in  the  most  economical 
manner,  and  the  walls  of  the  room  may  with  advantage  be 
oised  for  the  display  of  pictures  or  prints  of  local  or  general 
interest. 

Reverting,  after  this  digression,  to  the  plan  I  suggest,  I 
•wish  to  point  out  that  the  fewer  internal  walls  you  have  the 
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better,  the  object  being  to  obtain  the  maximum  of  airiness. 
The  open-access  system  would  be  the  most  suitable  for  this 
scheme,  and  possibly  if  the  indicator  principle  were  desired 
some  modification  would  have  to  be  made,  as  the  long 
counter  facing  the  reading-room  might  be  found  objection- 
able. Assuming  that  open  access  were  adopted,  the  attend- 
ants would  be  placed  in  the  centre,  having  the  fullest  control 
of  the  whole  of  the  reading<room  and  lending  library.  Two- 
or  three  staff-rooms  and  a  librarian's-room  could  be  arranged 
in  the  rear,  and  an  additional  room  balancing  the  reference- 
room  could  be  added,  which  would  be  available  for  a  lecture- 
room.  I  should  also  suggest  a  large  store-room  in  the  base- 
ment. 

I  have  ventured  to  make  a  diagram  plan  showing  how 
this  scheme  would  work  out,  and  so  far  as  I  can  see  the 
only  objection  which  can  be  urged  against  it  is  that  readers 
might  be  disturbed  by  the  traffic  and  movement  in  the  room- 
I  am  of  opinion,  however,  that  this  would  not  be  the  case 
assuming  the  allowance  of  greater  floor  space  than  is  now 
usual.  There  is  always  a  considerable  amount  of  move- 
ment going  on  in  all  reading-rooms,  and  I  would  point  out 
that  persons  who  are  only  reading  magazines  or  light  liter- 
ature are  not  so  sensitive  to  slight  disturbance  as  those  who^ 
are  really  studying,  and  they  would  be  in  the  reference-room. 

I  believe  that  some  such  plan  as  I  am  suggesting  would 
result  in  a  very  considerable  reduction  in  the  cost  of  the 
building,  and  would  prove  very  economical  in  working,  both 
of  which  considerations  will  appeal  to  every  one.  Archi- 
tecturally, the  possibilities  would  be  infinitely  greater  than 
under  the  present  conditions.  I  have  assumed,  in  the  scheme 
I  have  outlined,  that  the  building  is  on  one  floor  only,  and  I 
take  it  that  there  is  no  division  of  opinion  as  to  this  being 
desirable  when  there  is  sufficient  ground  available.  There 
are,  however,  many  cases  of  libraries  in  large  towns  where 
it  is  impossible  to  provide  a  site  of  sufficient  area  to  render 
a  one-storey  building  practicable.  The  usual  disposition  of 
the  rooms  in  such  cases  becomes  somewhat  thus : — 

On  the  ground  floor — Lending  library,  newsroom,  maga- 
zines. 
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On  the  first  floor — Reference  library,  librarian,  book-storej 
etc  I  leave  out  storage  in  basement,  eta,  as  not  affecting 
my  argument. 

In  the  case  of  a  building  of  this  type,  I  should  like  to 
make  a  few  suggestions  which  I  think  would  certainly  result 
in  a  more  satisfactory  and  easily  worked  library. 

I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  it  should  be  regarded  as 
essential  that  the  lending  library  should  be  on  the  ground 
floor.  Assuming  a  good  and  easy  staircase,  it  should  be  no 
great  hardship  for  borrowers  to  have  to  mount  to  the  first  floor. 
Following  out,  in  a  modified  form,  my  previously  expressed 
desire  for  larger  rooms,  I  would  occupy  the  whole  of  the 
available  ground  floor  space  (excepting  a  small  vestibule 
and  the  staircase)  by  a  large  reading-room  for  all  classes  ex- 
cept reference.  This  large  room  would  be  supervised  by  a 
porter  or  commissionaire,  and  the  staff  would  have  practically 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  should  then  place  on  the  upper  floor 
the  lending  and  reference  libraries,  with  a  common  stock- 
room, and  the  staff  and  librarian's  rooms.  This  would 
result  in  a  great  concentration  of  the  work  of  the  staff,  and 
would,  I  believe,  be  economical  in  building  cost,  as  the  ac- 
commodation on  the  two  floors  would  be  equalised.  A  some- 
what similar  arrangement  was  carried  out  in  a  library  I 
built  a  few  years  ago,  and  I  believe  it  has  been  found  to 
work  quite  satisfactorily. 

The  introduction  of  the  open-access  system  into  many 
libraries,  an  innovation  which  appears  to  be  gaining  in  favour, 
has  given  rise  to  a  somewhat  new  architectural  problem, 
in  so  far  as  it  has  entirely  modified  our  views  of  the  manner 
in  which  eflicient  supervision  is  to  be  exercised.  In  some 
cases  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  so  arrange  the  plan  of 
the  building  as  to  enable  the  whole  to  be  supervised  by  the 
attendants  controlling  the  lending  department.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  any  hope  that  such  supervision  can  be 
efiScient  is  futile,  and  that  it  is  a  pity  to  allow  a  plan  to  be 
cramped  and  governed  by  any  such  considerations.  So  far 
as  I  am  at  present  able  to  see,  the  system  tends  towards 
separate  supervision  for  each  department.  There  would 
therefore  probably  be  an  increase  rather  than  a  decrease  of 
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staff  required.  The  advantage  appears  to  lie  in  the  increased 
convenience  to  the  public  and  the  consequent  more  extended 
■use  of  the  library. 

There  appears  to  be  some  division  of  opinion  at  present 
as  to  the  comparative  merits  of  radiating  and  parallel  book- 
cases. It  certainly  appears  to  be  very  problematical  whether 
any  efficient  supervision  can  be  exercised  from  the  attendants' 
•counter  over  the  whole  of  the  lending  library,  whichever  way 
the  cases  may  be  arranged.  It  would  be  interesting  to  us 
architects  to  hear  the  views  of  librarians  on  this  subject. 

The  cases  themselves  for  the  open-access  system  appear 
to  me  to  be  worthy  of  some  little  study  as  to  their  design. 
They  should  not  be  more  than  6  ft.  to  6  ft.  6  ins.  in  height, 
and  there  should  be  no  shelves  nearer  the  ground  than  2  ft. 
The  portion  beneath  this  might  then  with  advantage  be  left 
entirely  open,  thus  facilitating  the  free  circulation  of  air.  I 
shall  be  told  that  this  would  involve  the  sacrifice  of  a  large 
amount  of  book  space,  which  is  quite  true;  but,  if  I  may 
venture,  I  should  like  to  suggest  that  many  librarians'  ideas 
of  the  number  of  books  which  should  be  provided  for  are 
extremely  liberal,  not  to  say  extravagant.  A  lending  library 
of  io,ooo  to  15,000  volumes  is  a  very  large  one ;  large  enough 
for  any  ordinary  institution,  and  certainly  quite  a  sufficient 
number  to  have  in  general  circulation.  If,  in  the  course  of 
years,  they  should  increase  beyond  this,  there  will  surely  be  a 
large  number  which  might  well  be  relegated  to  a  stock-room 
or  store  to  be  asked  for  if  required. 

I  trust  you  may  not  consider  some  of  the  views  I  have 
put  forward  too  evolutionary,  but  in  any  case,  I  am  sure  all 
will  agree  that  if  there  are  legitimate  means  by  which  our 
library  buildings  may  be  simplified  and  made  less  costly, 
they  are  worthy  of  consideration.  At  present  there  is  hardly 
ever  an  instance  in  which  the  building  can  be  really  and 
properly  carried  out  for  the  sum  available,  so  that  it  is 
necessary  either  to  starve  the  building,  or  largely  exceed  the 
required  expenditure.  This  is  what  I  should  like  to  obviate, 
and  I  think  it  could  be  done  if  what  I  regard  as  unnecessary 
requirements  could  be  dispensed  with. 
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British. 

Library  World  (March). 

The  fiction  bogey  again. 
Usual  features. 

Library  Assistant  (March), 

Saybrs  (W.  C.  Berwick). — The  argument  for  affiliation  (of  the  Lib- 
rary Assistants'  Association  with  the  Library  Association]. 
RoBBUCK  (G.  E.). — The  argument  against  affiliation. 

Museums  Journal  (February). 

Bolton  (H.). — The  future  of  museums. 

MosLBY  (S.  L.). —  Museums  and  private  collections. 

American. 

Library  Journal  (February). 

26.  TiTCOMB  (M.  L.). — How  a  small  library  supplies  a  large  number 
of  people  with  books  (illustrated), 

Stbarns  (L.  E.). — An  innovation  in  library  meetings. 

Wynkoop  (A.i — Library  legislation  in  1905. 

Proposed  pronibition  ot  importation  of  copyright  books. 

26.  The  article  describes  the  County  Library  set  up  in  Washington 
County,  Western  Maryland,  which  has  an  area  of  about  500  square 
miles,  and  a  population  of  about  45,000  people,  including  the  county  town 
Hagerstown  where  the  library  is  situated.  The  library  was  opened  in 
1901  with  6,000  volumes.  The  people  were  at  first  indifferent,  so  some- 
thing had  to  be  done  to  show  them  that  the  institution  b^rlonged  to 
the  county  and  not  exclusively  to  the  county  town.  To  accomplish  this, 
deposit  stations  were  established,  twenty- three  during  the  first  year, 
fifty-five  in  the  third,  and  sixty-six  at  the  present  time.  Sufficient  in- 
terest has  been  roused  to  cause  in  two  instances  permanent  reading- 
rooms  to  be  established.  Thirty  of  the  deposit  stations  are  off  the  line 
of  railroad,  and  it  has  been  found  expedient  to  set  up  a  library  waggon 
which  sometimes  is  away  for  three  days  at  a  time.  The  waggon  has 
shelves  on  each  side  with  doors  opening  outwards,  and  holds  about  300 
volumes  in  six  cases.  Between  April  and  October  1,008  volumes  were 
thus  sent  out,  and  the  experiment  has  proved  quite  popular.  Each  case 
holds  from  fifty  to  ninety  volumes,  to  be  renewed  every  two  or  three 
months,  all  expenses  being  paid  by  the  library.  The  waggon  cost  about 
£s^*  The  library  now  contains  16,000  volumes,  and  in  1905  the  circu- 
lation was  82,000  volumes  (adults  43,000,  children  16,000,  and  county 
stations  22,000). 

Public  Libraries  (February). 

Rbinick  (W.  R.).— Classifying  and  cataloguing  public  documents. 
KoDAMA  (N.  H.).— Proposed  change  in  the  Japanese  language. 
Dbwby  (M.). — Origin  of  A.L.A.  motto. 
Prbntiss  (M.  E.). — Book  selection  and  purchase  for  small  libraries. 
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German « 

Centralblatt  far  Bibliotkckswesen  (February). 

27.  Collective  catalogue  and  central  slip  printing:  I.  by  Ch.  W. 
Berghoeffer:  II.  by  B.  Bess;  III.  by  W.  Schultze. 

Altmann  (W.).— The  future  "  Music  Collection  "  in  the  Royal  Lib- 
rary, Berlin. 

CrOwbll  (G.  a.). — Reformation  printing  in  lower  Austria. 

27.  Berghoeffer  brings  forward  several  suggestions  for  the  carrying 
out  of  the  above  projects  on  the  understanding  that  the  Prussian  Minister 
of  Education  will  include  the  chief  non-Prussian  German  libraries,  and 
will  guarantee  financially  the  printing  of  the  catalogue  in  slip  form. 
The  Central  Bureau  should  be  enlarged  in  proportion  to  the  demands 
upon  it,  and  the  complete  printed  catalogue  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
should  be  obtained  as  soon  as  possible,  and  all  future  cards  received 
when  issued.  The  slips  copied  from  the  catalogue  of  the  Royal  Library, 
Berlin,  should  be  edited  in  accordance  with  the  forthcoming  Prussian 
instructions  and  circulated  among  the  non- Prussian  libraries  in  the 
following  order :  Strasburg  (860,000  vols.)>  Leipzig  (550,000  vols.),  Munich 
(1,000,000  vols.)»  Gottingen  (540,000  vols.),  where  the  necessary  extra 
slips  will  be  added  and  a  statement  made  as  to  the  number  of  printed 
slips  required.  The  Central  Bureau  would  edit  all  matter  and  get  it 
printed  on  slips.  It  would  also  take  over  the  title-printing  for  the 
Royal  Library  and  the  current  title-printing  for  the  libraries  which 
participated  in  the  scheme.  They  would  send  in  weekly  lists  of  accessions, 
and  the  titles  which  already  were  entered  in  the  Collective  Catalogue 
would  be  marked  series  2.  Whilst  these  operations  were  in  progress, 
work  might  be  begun  on  a  scientific  classification  on  the  basis  of  that 
in  use  at  the  Royal  Library.  This  should  be  printed  as  soon  as  possible 
and  the  proper  marks  added  to  the  Collective  Catalogue.  The  classifica- 
tion should  be  thoroughly  indexed,  and  the  index  word  should  be  added 
to  the  printed  slips  so  as  to  facilitate  the  preparation  of  catch*wocd 
[dictionary]  catalogues  where  thought  expedient.  Bess  makes  several 
proposals  concerning  the  Collective  Catalogue.  He  thinks  that  much 
unimportant  matter  might  be  omitted:  (i)  school  books  from  1800;  (a) 
occasional  poetry  and  literature ;  (3)  works  of  local  interest  privately 
printed;  (4)  publications  of  municipalities,  etc,  privately  issued;  (5) 
works  which  serve  only  educational  purposes  and  sermons  since  1871 
not  being  funeral  orations  or  connected  with  historical  facts;  (6) 
children's  books  since  1871.  Several  of  these  classes  might  be  included 
in  the  subject-index  or  under  catch-words.  The  classification  should 
not  be  based  on  any  philosophical  arrangement  of  the  sciences,  and  the 
sub-headings  under  the  classes  should  be  arranged  alphabetically.  The 
catalogue  entries  should  be  shortened  as  much  as  possible  by  the  use  of 
abbreviations  and  should  not  be  carried  out  from  a  bibliographical  point 
of  view.  Schultze  deals  with  the  cataloguing  of  occasional  literature, 
that  is  to  say,  with  short  works  which  owe  their  origin  to  special  oc- 
•casions.  When  these  deal  with  persons  they  should  be  entered  under 
the  persons  concerned.  When  they  contain  scientific  matter  and  are 
only  in  name  connected  with  a  person  (t.e.,  jubilee  volumes,  fest- 
schrifts, etc.),  they  should  be  entered  under  a  subject  catch-word  with 
cross-reference  from  the  person.  The  author  if  well  known  may  be 
mentioned  in  the  main  entry,  but  there  need  be  no  reference  under  his 
na^e. 
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Dutch. 

Tifdsckriftvoar  Boek-  en  Bibliothukwexcn  (November-December). 
38.  Van  Huppbl  (A.  I.)*  Junr. — Dutch  popular  libraries. 
CRthiTBLL  (G.  A.). — William  Caxton's  first  efforts  at  printing  {con" 
eluded). 

28.  The  University   Libraries  of  the   kingdom  are  reserved   for 
'Scientific  research,  but  the  Amsterdam  University  Library  and  the  Royat 

Library  at  the  Hague  seek  a  larger  public.  The  former  was  originally 
a  town  library  and  very  little  used,  but  was  re-organised  in  1878  and  is 
now  open  daily  from  10.30  to  5,  and  in  the  evening  from  7  to  10  (except 
between  15th  July  and  15th  August).  In  1903  the  number  of  visitors  was 
46,416,  books  consulted  73,707«  and  books  lent  20,605.  In  1903  the 
number  of  visitors  to  the  Royal  Library  was  49,724,  the  number  of  books 
•  consulted  115,147,  and  lent  out  27,994.  It  receives  a  purchasing  grant 
•only  for  jurisprudence,  state  science,  fine  arts  and  history,  and  thus  has 
to  depend  on  donations  for  natural  science  and  technology.  In  the 
provinces  there  are  provincial  or  local  libraries  whose  principal  object 
is  to  collect  the  literature  concerning  the  respective  localities.  Little 
use  is  made  of  them  as  the  hours  of  opening  are  short  and  there  are  no 
reading-rooms.  They  also  possess  practically  no  technical  literature. 
The  chief  libraries  of  this  kind  are  at  Arnhem,  Deventer,  Haarlem, 
Leeuwarden,  Maastricht,  Middelburg,  Gouda,  Alkmaar  and  Amersfoort. 
By  simply  lengthening  the  hours  of  opening  at  Rotterdam  the  number 
of  readers  rose  from  842  in  1901  to  41,648  in  1904  (including  11,367 
Sunday  readers).  Popular  libraries  in  the  narrower  sense  have  been 
established  by  the  People's  Benefit  Society,  the  first  one  at  Haarlem  in 
1795*  There  are  now  313.  Good  work  has  been  done  by  them,  though 
means  are  inadequate  and  the  books  have  not  been  added  to  or  improved. 
The  so-called  "Toynbce-Unions"  have  set  up  twenty  reading-rooms  of 
which  ^'Ons  Huis*'  at  Amsterdam  is  a  successful  example.  In  January, 
1905,  there  were  lent  out  434  volumes,  of  which  50  per  cent,  was  literature 
and  over  20  per  cent,  science.  Several  libraries  have  also  been  founded 
•by  large  manufacturers  for  their  workpeople,  namely  at  Delft,  Hengelo, 
Nijverdal  and  Ensched6.  At  the  village  of  Havelte  in  the  Province  of 
Drent  a  school  teacher  started  a  few  years  ago  a  travelling  library  in 
•order  to  reach  the  country  villages.  There  are  already  eleven  lots  of 
these  working,  four  in  Drent,  two  in  South  Holland,  two  in  North 
Holland,  one  each  in  Gelderland,  Overijsel  and  Friesland.  On  ist  May, 
1899,  there  was  opened  at  Dordrecht  the  first  '*  Public  Reading-room 
and  Library "  on  the  English  model.  It  was  so  successful  that  it  has 
twice  moved  to  larger  premises,  and  in  1904  the  readers  averaged  250 
to  300  a  day  and  the  loans  amounted  to  16,049.  On  8th  October,  1903, 
Groningen  u>llowed  the  example  of  Dordrecht  and  with  the  like  success. 
These  have  been  the  only  attempts  so  far  to  start  a  general  library  and 
reading-room  for  all  classes,  though  Amsterdam  is  but  waiting  for  a 
better  state  of  its  finances  to  do  likewise,  and  a  committee  has  been 
formed  at  the  Hague  to  effect  the  same  purpose. 

Belgian. 

Revue  des  BibliotfUques  et  Archives  de  Belgique  (November-December). 
Fayen  (E.).— Plantin  letters  (1574-1581). 

Vannbrus  (J.). — The  State  Record  Office  at  Antwerp.    Additions 
during  1904. 

29.  Grojban  (O.). — The  question  of  libraries  in  France. 

29.  A  commission  was  appointed  in  1905  to  examine  into  the  lib- 
rary question,  with  a  view  to  regularising  the  profession  of  librarians  at 
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present  recruited  on  no  definite  plan  and  not  held  in  very  high  public 
esteem.  Their  proposals  are  to  the  effect  that  all  those  desirous  of 
entering  the  profession  should  present  a  certificate  of  general  knowledge 
and  a  certificate  of  professional  training,  obtained  after  six  months' 
work  at  a  library  appointed  for  the  purpose.  Finally  there  is  to  be  a 
competitive  technical  examination  for  the  number  of  vacancies  falling 
each  year.  Promotion  is  to  be  partly  by  seniority,  partly  by  choice,  by 
choice  only  in  the  higher  grades.  The  governing  body  is  to  be  a  **  Conseil 
Sup^rieur  des  Biblioth^ques  "  formed  partl)r  by  librarians  of  high  stand- 
ing, partly  by  state  officials.  The  commission  will  next  consider  other 
important  questions :  Shall  the  Paris  libraries  (except  the  Biblioth^que 
Nationale)  be  specialised  (the  Arsenal  in  literature,  the  Mazarin  in  his- 
tory, the  St  Genevieve  and  the  University  Library  for  students)  ? 
Shall  libraries  be  started  in  connection  with  the  great  departments  of 
State,  «.^.,  Conservatoire,  Ecole  des  Beaux  Arts,  etc  ?  Shall  a  central 
catalogue  be  started  for  the  large  libraries  ?  Shall  a  central  commis- 
sion be  instituted  for  the  purchase  of  books  ? 

Bohemian. 

Ceskd  Osvita,     Pt.  6. 

Promyr  (H.). —  Reading  for  the  young. 
DoNT  (J.). — Reading-room  furniture  {illustrated), 
ZiUA  (J.). —Librarian's  notes. 
ZivNY  (L.  J.).— Cataloguing  rules. 


RECENT  LIBRARY  PUBLICATIONS. 

Catalogues^  bulletins  and  other  publications  for  notiu  under  this  heading 
should  be  addressed  to  The  Publications  Committee,  Library  Association^. 
London  School  of  Economics,  Clare  Market,  London,  W,C.  After  notice, 
such  publications  will  be  placed  in  the  Association  Library. 

CATALOGUE& 
GRAVESEND.— Borough  of  Gravesend  Public  Library.    Catalogue  of 
books  in  the  lending  library,  with  descriptive  notes  and  cross-refer- 
ences.   Compiled  by  the  Librarian  (Alex.  J.  Philip),    xiv  -f  137  pp.. 
Price  gd 

A  dictionary  catalogue.  Short  descriptive  notes  are  given  where  con- 
sidered necessary. 

NOTTINGHAM.—City  of  Nottingham  Free  Public  Libraries.  Central 
lending  libraries.  Second  supplementary  author-list  of  fiction^, 
poetry  and  the  drama.     1900-1906.     32  pp. 

BULLETINS,  GUIDES,  JOURNALS,  ETC. 
BRIGHTON.— Brighton  Library  and  Museum  record.    The  quarterly 

magazine  of   the    Brighton    Public   Library,   Museums   and  Art 

Galleries.    Vol.  i.     Nos.   i   and  2.     October-January,   1905-19060 

Price  id.  (each). 

Notes  and  news.  Additions.  Reading-list  on  Nelson.  Reading-lists  on 
the  Fiscal  Question  and  Home  Rule.^ 

>  In  No.  2,  January,  1906. 
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LONDON.—The    Bibliographical    Society.      News-sheet      February, 

1906.    4  pp. 

Notes  and  news.    Notices.    Summary  of  Mr.  Sidney  Lee*s  paper  upon 
**'  An  episode  in  Anglo-French  bibliography  (i6zo) ". 

WILLESDEN.— Willesden  Green  Public  Library.    Quarterly  record 
and  guide  for  readers.     New  series.     Vol.   v.     November,  190S- 
No.  3.     16  pp.    Gratis. 
Library  notes.    Additions.    Survey  of  the  history  of  Willesden  (conttnutd). 

Parochial  statistics. 

UNITED  STATES. 

BROOKLYN.—BuUetin  of  the  Brooklyn  Public  Library.     New  series. 
Vol.  iv.     November,  1905.    No.  9.     la  pp. 
Monthly  union  list  of  new  books. 

PITTSBURGH.— Monthly  bulletin  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pitts- 
burgh.   Vol.  ii.    Na  i.    January,  1906.    64  pp. 
German  books.    Some  books  for  free  distribution.    Training  school  for 

children's  librarians.     Additions.    Young  people's  books. 

ST.  LOUIS. — St.  Louis  Public  Library  monthly  bulletin.     New  series. 

Vol.  iv.    February,  1906.    No.  2.    66  pp. 

Additions.    Journals  and  letters  of  note  and  interest.    The  most  costly  book 
on  record. 
WORCESTER. — Recent  additions  to  the  Worcester  Public  Library. 

January,  1906.     28  pp. 
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Reports  for  analysis  should  be  sent  to  The  Publications  Committee, 
Library  Association,  London  School  of  Economics^  Clare  Market,  B.C. 
After  they  have  been  noticed  they  will  be  placed  in  the  Association  Library, 
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The  Oldpark  Road  Carnegie  Library  is  in  course  of  construction.  The 
obliterating  of  betting  news  continued  sine  dU,  Reading-room  in  Henry 
Street  formally  opendL 

Class-lists  for  the  open-access  section  completed.  Emigranu*  Information 
Office,  320  circulars  of  information  relating  to  the  various  colonies  of  the 
Empire  have  been  distributed.  A  quarterly  bulletin  containing  notes  and 
news  has  been  issued,  the  first  number  appearing  in  October  last. 

12 
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3l  Increased  issues  recorded  in  the  reference  libraries.  Books  for  the  blind,  bv 
arrangement  with  the  Incorporated  National  Lending  Library  for  the  Blind, 
were  placed  in  the  lending  library  at  Buckingham  Palace  Road.  In  five 
months  only  seven  blind  readers  registered  their  names.  Sunday  opening 
of  the  St.  Martin's  Lane  Library  in  all  departments  except  the  lending  lib- 
rary. On  i6th  December,  Z905,  in  the  reading-room  of  the  Great  Smith 
Street  Library,  the  Mayor  of  Westminster  unveiled  a  marble  bust  of  the 
late  William  Ewart,  M.P.,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  Passmore  Edwards. 

4.  Opening  of  the  new  study  hall,  and  February,  1905.    37,370  volumes  were 

circulatttl  through  the  schoolrooms  during  the  year.  A  library  reading-circle 
for  the  blind  has  been  continued  with  some  success.  Contains  four  illus- 
trations of  the  library  at  work. 

5.  New  library  premises  occupied  and  opened  to  the  public,  the  gift  of  Martin 

A.  Ryerson«  The  first  number  of  the  Ryerson  Public  Library  bulletin  issued 
in  July,  Z9G5.  Instruction  in  the  use  of  the  library  given  to  children  by  the 
children's  librarian. 

W.  J.  H. 


LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION :  PROCEEDINGS  AND 
OFFICIAL  NOTICES. 

February  Meeting, 

Thb  Fourth  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Session  was  held  at  the  London 
School  of  Economics  on  Monday,  19th  February,  1906,  at  8  p.m. 

Thirty  members  were  present  at  the  meeting. 

The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  E.  Wyndham  Hulme,  and  the  hallot 
having  been  suspended,  the  following  candidates,  approved   by  the 
Council,  were  elected  members  of  the  Association : — 
Thos.  Bonner,  Borough  Librarian,  The  Manor  House,  Walpole  Fark» 

Ealing,  W. 
William  L.  Coltman,  Librarian,  Public  Library,  Southall,  Middteaei, 
James  Lachlan  Galbraith,  Librarian  to  the  University  of  Glasgow,  a6 

Ashton  Gardens,  Hillhead,  Glasgow. 
Miss  Aileen  MacMahon,  Librarian,  To3mbee  Hall,  33  Abbey  Gardens, 

St.  John's  Wood,  N.W. 
Keighley  Public  Library. 
Baillie's  Institution  Free  Reference  Library,  153  West  Regent  Street, 

Glasgow. 
Southall  Norwood  Public  Library,  Southall,  Middlesex. 

As  ASSOCIATBS. 

William  Hy.  Gibson,  Assistant  Librarian,  Public  Library,  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 

Harry  William  Poulter,  Sub-Librarian,  Public  Library,  Walthamstow. 

Thomas  E.  TurnbuU,  Assistant  Librarian,  Public  Library,  Newcastle* 
upon-Tyne. 

The  Chairman  suggested  that  before  the  paper  was  read  a  visit 
should  be  paid  to  the  Library  Association  Library,  and  the  catalogues 
were  inspected. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  held  on  15th  January,  1906^  were 
read  and  confirmed. 

The  Chairman  announced  that  there  would  be  a  slight  alteration 
in  the  programme.     Mr.  Farr's  paper  had  been  deferred,  and  the  whole 
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of  the  evening  would  be  devoted  to  Mr.  Mould's  paper  and  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  very  important  question. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  Association  expected  some  very  dis^ 
tinguished  people  would  be  present  at  their  next  Monthly  Meeting,  to 
be  held  on  19th  March,  and  he  called  upon  all  members  to  endeavour 
to  make  it  a  great  success. 

The  Chairman  called  upon  Mr.  R.  W.  Mould  to  read  his  paper 
entitled  **  Wanted— a  Classification  ". 

The  Chairman  said  he  had  much  pleasure  in  congratulating  Mr. 
Mould  on  his  very  eloquent  paper,  which  was  full  of  good  matter  and 
in  good  style.  The  best  compliment  they  could  pay  Mr.  Mould  would 
be  to  have  a  full  discussion,  and  he  called  upon  Mr.  James  Duff  Brown 
for  the  opening  remarks. 

Mr.  Jambs  Dupp  Brown  (Islington)  said  Mr.  Mould  had  given 
them  a  very  interesting  paper  on  a  most  important  subject,  and  had  out- 
lined one  or  two  rather  suggestive  points  on  which  they  might  all  have 
something  to  say.  He  did  not  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Mould's  advocacy 
and  enthusiasm  for  a  system  of  a  general  kind  which  could  be  univer- 
sally adopted.  Whilst  remembering  the  success  of  the  Dewey  Classi- 
fication, it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  its  large  adoption  had  been 
owing  to  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  thoroughly  pushed — com- 
mercially— for  thirty  years  or  more.  .  A  great  deal  of  its  success  was 
due  to  these  commercial  efforts,  and  not  altogether  to  the  merits  of  the 
classification  itself.  It  had  been  described  as  a  notation  to  which 
a  system  of  classification  had  become  accidentally  attached.  The 
confusion  of  its  users  in  all  that  related  to  the  accurate  placing  of 
books  went  far  to  prove  that  this  was  the  case.  Another  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Mould's  was  that  the  Library  Association  should  examine  methods 
and  endeavour  to  get  some  standard  system  generally  adopted.  That 
course  he  entirely  disapproved  of.  Anything  that  became  standardised 
tended  to  quench  every  sort  of  originality.  Anything  was  better  than 
a  stereotyped  classification,  because  if  that  kind  of  thing  were  to  last 
even  fifty  years,  it  would  induce  universal  stagnation.  Old  systems 
were  continually  being  altered  and  new  systems  were  for  ever  coming 
into  use,  so  that  no  system  was  going  to  be  everlasting.  The  botanical 
classification  of  Linnaeus,  which  was  thought  to  be  a  standard  for  all 
times,  was  very  soon  superseded  by  the  natural  system,  and  even  the 
comparatively  modern  system  of  Bentham  and  Hooker  had  been  largely 
superseded.  No  Association  should  pin  itself  to  one  particular  system. 
What  they  might  do,  and  with  very  considerable  advantage,  was  this, 
they  might  indicate  that  exact  classification  was  a  necessity,  and  urge 
it  upon  the  authorities  in  every  way.  They  all  knew  the  importance 
of  exact  classification,  but  to  say  that  they  should  bind  themselves  to 
any  particular  scheme  was  quite  a  wrong  course  to  take.  If  any  one 
produced  a  scheme  which  was  better  than  the  one  officially  approved, 
why  should  not  that  scheme  be  freely  adopted  by  those  librarians  who 
preferred  it  ?  Why  should  they  fix  upon  any  scheme  and  say  that  that 
scheme  was  the  best  ?  In  1877  or  1878  the  Association  passed  a  pious 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  indicator  system,  which  influenced  many  minds. 
That  pious  opinion  had  undoubtedly  prevented  the  progress  of  library 
methods  by  forcing  opinion  into  an  unnatural  groove.  This  was  an 
instance  of  a  recommendation  coming  from  an  important  body  which 
had  stultified  progress.  Whenever  a  central  body,  having  some  au- 
thority, recommended  anything  on  hard  and  fast  lines  for  general 
acceptance,  progress  was  always  hindered.  He  had  been  studymg  the 
difficulties  ot  classification,  and  he  could  endorse  the  opinion  that  the 
greatest  difficulty  existed  in  producing  a  perfectly  complete  classifica- 
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tion  scheme,  with  a  good  notation;  and  further  troubles  arose  when 
one  had  to  reconcile  the  two  things.  He  thought  it  desirable  to  ask 
those  who  joined  in  the  discussion,  whether  they  considered  it  advisable 
to  have  one  universal  classification,  and  if  so,  whether  they  considered 
it  advisable  that  the  Library  Association  should  adopt  and  encourage  it 

Mr.  W.  G.  Snowsill  (Camberwell)  quite  agreed  with  Mr.  Brown 
that  the  Association  should  not  put  forth  any  definite  system  of  classi- 
fication. He  considered  this  course  would  not  be  advisable ;  although 
he  could  not  say  he  entirely  approved  of  the  present  want  of  system  m 
libraries.  But  he  feared  they  would  never  be  able  to  attain  such  a 
uniform  plan  as  Mr.  Mould  had  expounded  in  his  paper  while  they  had 
two  such  distinct  methods  of  issuing  books  as  those  of  open  access 
and  closed  shelves,  for  the  classification  which  might  be  essential  for 
one  would  not  be  necessary  for  the  other.  He  had  consulted  many 
London  librarians  about  the  classifications  adopted  by  them,  and  also 
with  reference  to  the  classes  in  which  they  would  put  books — a  point 
which  had  always  been  difficult  to  decide.  Though  a  variety  of  opinions 
existed  on  these  matters,  there  was  one  question,  which  was  closeljr 
connected  with  library  administration,  upon  which  they  were  all  agreed, 
and  that  was^the  peculiarities  of  chief  librarians.  They  had  all,  as 
assistants,  heard  such  remarks  as  '*  Oh,  you  know,  So-and-so  adopted 
that  classification.  We  won't  have  that  method.  We  don't  want  to 
copy  him.*'  So  some  whimsical  system  of  classification  would  be 
adopted  simply  to  show  that  the  chief  librarian  did  not  lack  originality. 
This  was  not  advantageous  to  the  administration  of  a  public  library. 
With  regard  to  the  Dewey  system,  he  must  confess  that  in  a  small  lib- 
rary he  had  found  considerable  difficulty  in  trying  to  work  it.  He  was 
asked  to  do  so  by  the  late  chief  librarian  of  Camberwell,  and  the  result 
has  not  been  at  all  satisfactory.  To  make  it  adaptable  to  closed  shelves 
it  was  necessary  to  have  a  most  elaborate  index,  and  the  latter  alone 
was  used.  The  classification  was  too  scientific  to  be  of  service  to  the 
ordinary  reader. 

He  had,  therefore,  arranged  his  cards  in  alphabetical  order,  and 
the  plan  worked  most  satisfactorily.  Although  it  might  not  be  advis* 
able  for  the  Association  to  impose  a  special  system  upon  all  libraries, 
he  thought  it  would  be  possible  to  lay  down  certain  pnnciples  of  dasM- 
fications,  which  it  would  be  possible  for  all  to  follow.  He  sympathised 
with  the  object  Mr.  Mould  had  in  view,  but  not  with  the  methods  by 
which  he  proposed  to  attain  it.  Fixed  systems  were  a  bar  to  all  pro- 
gress, and  should  not  be  adopted  except  when  absolutelv  necessary.  It 
appeared  that  in  France  they  had  a  fixed  rule  for  the  guidance  of 
schoolmasters  in  teaching  history,  which  was  known  as  **  the  official 
method  " ;  and  when  Frenchmen  came  over  here  they  said  we  were  far 
more  broad-minded  than  they  were  in  this  respect.  Invariable  regula- 
tions of  this  character  were  a  positive  hindrance  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. A  middle  course  must  be  found,  which,  whilst  leaving  a  librarian 
some  amount  of  latitude,  was  not  at  variance  with  principles  of  classi- 
fication upon  which  all  were  agreed. 

Mr.  W.  L.  CoLTMAN  (Southall)  suggested  that  the  Library  Associa- 
tion might  take  up  the  matter  of  uniformity  in  terminology.  The  late 
Mr.  F.  T.  Barrett,  of  Fulham  (when  holding  his  classes),  had  recognised 
the  need  of  such  a  work.  The  library  at  Southall  had  been  closely 
classified  according  to  the  "  Adjustable  Classification  "  in  preference  to 
one  of  the  American  schemes,  and  manv  peculiarities  in  the  positions 
assigned  to  topics,  due  to  variations  in  the  meanings  of  the  terms,  had 
been  found.  To  mention  a  few  cases,  in  the  ^  Adjustable,'*  Book-keep- 
ing was  allocated  to  Science ;  in  the  American  schemes,  to  Useftil  Arte. 
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The  dictionary  gave  several  definitions  to  the  word  science,  probably 

'to  suit  all  requirements ;  but  in  classification  one  meaning  should  be 
adhered  to.    Science  might  be  limited  to  "the  principles  underlying 

.any  branch  of  knowledge,"  and  Art  to  the  **  practice  of  those  principles 
by  human  agency  *'.     Rabbit-keeping  and  Weights  and  Measures  were 

^considered  as  Science  in  the  English  scheme,  but  would  be  found  under 
Useful  Arts  and  Sociology  respectively  in  the  American  schemes ;  Type- 

•writing  was  usually  looked  upon  as  a  Useful  Art  rather  than  as  a  branch 

•x>f  Sociology.  Finally,  Constitutional  History  came  in  Sociology  in  the 
first  but  in  History  in  the  others,  thus  leadin|^  to  the  question :  Is  a 
work  on  Constitutional  History,  History  or  Sociology  ?    Such  diversity 

•of  position  caused  the  user  of  the  system  waste  of  time  in  consulting 
the  index  and  in  trying  to  get  at  the  meaning  placed  upon  terms  by  the 

•compiler  of  the  classification.    The  determination  of  a  uniform  ter- 

iininology  would  obviate  many  of  these  difficulties  in  the  use  of  any 

•  classification.  Referring  to  the  expression  of  a  previous  speaker  that 
close  classification  could  not  be  used  with  an  indicator,  it  was  stated  at 
Southall  this  had  been  accomplished,  and  with  the  use  of  four  class 
letters  only — one  each  for  adult  fiction  and  non-fiction  and  one  each 
for  juvenile  fiction  and  non-fiction. 

Mr.  H.  V.  HoPwooD  (Patent  Office)  said  Mr.  Coltman's  remarks  on 
terminology  had  raised  the  weightier  point  in  his  mind  as  to  the  real 

.reason  why  librarians  did  not  like  any  classification  except  one  which 
they  had  made  themselves.  The  fact  was  that  in  order  to  classify  a 
hook  one  must  practically  read  it.     Classification  should  be  based  on 

•the  contents  of  books,  and  librarians  naturally  preferred  a  scheme  in 
which  the  headinj^s  represented  their  own  conception  of  the  books 

catalogued.  The  interpretation  of  headings  was  a  far  more  important 
matter  than  the  alleged  difficulty  of  placing  books.  He  did  not  think 
this  point  was  of  much  importance  so  long  as  they  knew  where  to  find 

•different  books,  provided  that  all  books  of  a  similar  character  were 
brought  together.  Dewey's  Classification  required  very  careful  study. 
It  was  easy  to  understand  his  method  when  applied  to  articles:  but 
his  headings  were  often  either  too  wide  or  too  narrow,  and  difficult  to 
apply  when  dealing  with  books.  If  only  a  classification  existed  which 
would  determine  where  to  classify  a  book,  there  would  not  be  so  much 

confusion  and  varying  practice.  When  they  put  a  book  under  a  certain 
heading — did  they  read  that  heading  in  the  same  sense  as  the  writer 

' of  the  classification  ?  He  thought  that  very  often  a  great  difference 
existed  between  the  writer's  and  the  reader's  interpretation.  There 
were  so  many  points  to  consider  which  were  undetermined  by  any 
classification.  For  instance  water  wheels.  There  were  many  things 
to  consider  before  placing  an  old  work  on  that  subject  under  621.21, 
the  only  place  provided  by  Dewey.  Was  621.21  only  for  water  wheels 
in  general  ?  It  so  where  did  the  books  on  water  raising  wheels  go  ? 
There  was  no  appropriate  division  provided,  and  each  user  of  Dewey 

*was  left  to  interpret  it.  If  ever  a  standard  classification  were  selected, 
it  should  be  one  in  which  the  terms  were  properly  explained ;  the  scope 

^of  the  headings  under  which  things  were  put  should  be  well  defined. 
In  order  to  evolve  such  definitions  they  ought  first  to  come  to  an  agree- 
ment on  the  main  lines.      In  many  instances  he  often  felt  doubtful 

« whether  his  interpretation  was  the  same  as  Dewey's  or  not.  Cutter's 
classification,  though  not  so  extensive  was  far  more  explanatory,  and 

'therefore  more  valuable.  Mr.  Brown  had  spoken  of  the  improbability 
of  librarians  accepting  any  universal  classification.  He  quite  agreed 
with  Mr.  Brown.    Human  nature  was  human  nature  all  the  world  over. 

ilf  the  Library  Association  endeavoured  to  impose  some  special  classifi- 
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cation  librarians  would  depart  from  it,  varying  their  practice  just  as  often 
as  they  did  at  present.  A  classification  would  only  become  universally 
used  by  reason  of  its  merits  commending  it  to  librarians  generally,  and 
if  they  could  evolve  something  in  the  way  of  annotation  and  explanation 
of  the  terminology  used  in  standard  classifications  he  thought  they 
would  be  doing  useful  work. 

Mr.  Ernest  A.  Savaqb  (Bromley,  Kent)  agreed  with  Mr.  Hopwood 
in  saying  that  the  compilers  of  classification  seemed  to  forget  that  their 
object  was  to  classify  books.  One  serious  defect  of  several  classifica- 
tions was  that  of  jumping  from  a  heading  covering  a  wide  subject  to  a 
heading  covering  only  a  very  small  part  of  that  subject,  as  for  instance, 
where  the  heading  England  was  immediately  followed  by  headin|^s  for 
each  county.  The  headings  should  be  limited  in  scope  progressively: 
the  main  heading  England,  for  example,  should  be  followed  by  headings^ 
for  the  northern,  midland  and  southern  divisions  of  the  county.  Each 
of  these  divisions  should  have  headings  for  groups  of  counties  in  such 
divisions :  thus,  the  southern  division  of  England  would  have  a  group 
heading  for  Kent,  Surrey  and  Sussex.  Group  headings  should  then  be 
followed  by  county  headings,  and  when  necessary  by  county  division 
headings  and  then  by  town  headings.  Instead  of  jumping  from  wide 
headings  to  minute  headings,  they  should  proceed  from  wide  headings, 
to  headings  becoming  gradually  narrower  and  narrower.  The  conse- 
quence would  be  that  they  could  find  a  fitting  heading  for  such  books  as 
Hissey*s  On  Southern  English  Roads,  instead  of  putting  it,  as  they  were 
sometimes  bound  to  do,  either  under  the  main  heading  '*  England,**  or  * 
under  the  small  heading  "  Sussex  *'.  At  the  Patent  Office  Library  the 
headings  ** Electricity"  and  '*  Magnetism  **  were  grouped  to  fit  books  upon 
these  subjects;  of  course  separate  headings  for  these  subjects  followed: 
the  group  headings. 

Mr.  Jast  also  spoke. 

Mr.  Cecil  T.  Davis  (Wandsworth)  had  great  pleasure  in  seconding 
the  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Mould.  He  thought  whether  they  used. 
Cutter's  or  Dewey's  Classification  or  whichever  system  they  preferredi 
the  quicker  they  extracted  the  good  points  from  each  system  and  made 
use  of  them  in  preparing  their  own  indexes  for  the  use  of  their  readers, . 
the  better.  He  found  there  were  always  difficulties  in  every  classifica- 
tion, and  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  they  could  combine  in  settling  some 
of  the  main  differences. 

Mr.  E.  Wyndham  Hulme  (Patent  Office)  said  he  would  only  trouble 
them  with  a  few  observations  as  he  had  often  spoken  on  the  subject  of 
classification.  With  regard  to  what  Mr.  Jast  had  said  about  notation 
he  did  not  agree  with  him  at  all.  Multiples  of  letters  gave  very  much 
more  favourable  results  than  multiples  of  decimals.  For  instance. 
Cutter  could  express  with  two  letters  V  N  the  literature  of  indoor 
^^move"  games.  The  addition  of  a  third  letter  enabled  the  specific^ 
literature  of  a  game  to  be  arranged  on  the  shelves  in  alphabetical 
sequence,  e.g,f  V  N  B  Backgammon,  V  N  T  Tiddledewinks ;  but  in  Dewey 
the  numerals  793  carried  one  only  so  far  as  '*  Indoor  Amusements  . 
The  Brussels  Extensionists  under  794-9  brought  one  to  the  definition 
of  ^  Other  games  of  skill  played  with  special  apparatus,"  but  that  de- 
finition was  a  good  deal  wider  than  '*  Tiddledewinks,"  and  the  notation 
more  cumbrous.  One  of  the  stock  fallacies  in  book  classification  was . 
that  existing  classifications  were  liable  to  be  upset  by  changes  in 
scientific  theories  which  were  always  takin|;  place.  Librarians  saw  that 
scientific  men  were  constantly  eliminating  old  theories  from  their 
systems  and  replacing  them  by  new  ones,  and  they  feared  that  a  simiJar- 
process  would  be  required  in  book  classification.    But  this  was  an. 
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•obvious  fallacy.  The  alchemical  view  of  the  universe  is  gone,  but  the 
books  remain.  Scientists  have  discarded  "  Phlogiston '' and  are  now 
questioning  the  *'  Atomic  theory,"  but  what  they  throw  overboard  to 
hghten  their  ship  librarians  have  to  preserve  as  a  matter  of  record.  A 
•cUsSy  therefore,  once  made  in  a  system  of  book  classification  was  a 
permanent  fixture  so  long  as  the  books  survived.  The  classifier,  how- 
ever, must  be  prepared  to  make  a  liberal  allowance  for  expansion  of  his 
4i3r8tem  laterally  and  longitudinally,  and  probably  from  time  to  time  a 
crenotation  of  the  various  systems  would  be  found  desirable,  because 
while  classes  were  permanent  the  relation  of  classes  was  apt  to  be 
imperfectly  correlated  owing  to  *' want  of  room  "  in  the  notation  system. 
Another  fallacy  was  that  book  classifications  were  the  product  of  in- 
dividuals and  therefore  were  distinct  in  their  nature,  whereas  it  was 
evident  that  in  an  empirical  and  blundering  sort  of  way  individuals  were 
doing  the  same  work  several  times  over  instead  of  doing  it  once 
thoroughly,  the  result  being  very  similar  and  tending  to  approach  each 
other  more  nearly  as  the  systems  were  extended.  Book  classification 
possessed  no  unity,  it  was  really  a  bundle  of  separate  classifications  of 
distinct  groups,  and  if  each  group  had  been  allotted  to  two  or  more 
specialist  librarians  working  according  to  a  prearranged  system,  there 
would  have  been  the  same  substantial  similarity  between  the  results 
obtained  as  would  be  the  case  if  a  one-inch  survey  of  a  given  district 
was  given  out  to  a  number  of  surveyors  working  with  the  same  instru- 
ments and  by  the  same  rules.  As  to  the  necessity  of  co-ordinating  the 
various  systems  of  classification  he  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt 
Coming  events  cast  their  shadows  before  them,  and  if  library  admini- 
stration was  to  be  co-ordinated  by  the  legislature,  it  was  certain  that 
uniformity  of  classification  would  be  insisted  upon  by  the  new  library 
authority  within  their  respective  areas ;  and  that  ultimately  the  advan- 
tages of  a  "  universal  system  "  would  be  recognised. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Mould  ( South wark)  could  only  express  his  regret  that 
something  more  practical  had  not  resulted.  He  thought  this  Associa- 
tion, by  a  thorough  discussion  of  the  subject  at  the  next  Annual  Meet- 
ingy  should  indicate  the  trend  of  feeling  and  practice  among  librarians 
with  regard  to  classification,  so  that  those  who  were  about  to  organise 
new  libraries,  or  reorganise  existing  ones,  would  have  some  guide  as  to 
the  system  to  adopt  with  a  view  to  general  uniformity  of  practice.  He 
was  glad  to  hear  the  Chairman  speak  so  hopefully  of  the  possibility  of 
co-ordination  in  library  work,  and  it  was  manifest  from  his  (the  Chair- 
man's) remarks  that  the  Association  would  be  unwise  not  to  take  up  the 
matter.  Some  of  the  speakers  had  said  that  they  wanted  to  put  books 
in  their  libraries  where  they  themselves  could  find  them.  That  was  not 
enough.  Books  should  be  placed  where  readers  could  find  them,  es- 
pecially in  open-access  libraries — the  libraries  of  the  future — and  that 
could  only  be  possible  by  the  general  adoption  of  a  recognised  system 
of  classification.  Readers  becoming  accustomed  to  that  system  at  one 
]ibrarv  would  find  the  books  wanted  easily  in  every  other  library  the^ 
may  have  occasion  to  use.  He  was  quite  indifferent  what  svstem  it 
was.  He  was  disposed  to  recommend  Dewey,  simply  to  fall  in  line 
with  the  widest  current  practice,  but  as  had  been  intimated  the  system 
had  been  found  wanting,  and  he  had  hoped  that  the  meeting  would 
have  done  something  towards  straightening  the  matter  out  by  referring 
the  whole  question  to  the  Annual  Meeting  and  making  Uniformity  of 
Classification  in  Public  Libraries  one  of  the  principal  topics  for  con- 
sideration at  that  meeting.  One  of  the  practical  difficulties  of  classi- 
fication which  had  been  pointed  out  by  a  previous  speaker  he  thought 
could  be  overcome,  as  he  had  tried  to  show  in  the  paper,  by  the  use  of 
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a  more  liberal  number  of  basic  classes  instead  of  the  *'  procrustean 
ten**  as  in  the  Dewey  system,  or  twenty-six  as  in  the  systems  using 
the  alphabet  as  a  basis  of  notation.  Notwithstanding  what  Mr.  Jast 
had  said,  the  larger  the  number  of  classes  the  greater  would  be  the 
capacity,  flexibility  and  usefulness  of  the  system,  and  this  indicated^ 
numerals  as  the  best  basis  for  notation. 

Though,  on  the  whole,  the  discussion  had  tended  to  show  that  there 
was  a  general  undercurrent  of  feeling  that  something  ought  to  be  done, 
he  was  sorry  that  the  meeting  had  produced  no  definite  practical  re- 
sult. 

North- Western  Branch  of  the  Library  Association. 

Report  on  the  Education  op  Library  Assistants. 

In  June,  1905,  the  Council  appointed  a  Committee  to  consider  the. 
education  of  library  assistants  in  the  North-Western  district.  The 
Committee  drew  up  a  report  which  was  presented  to  the  January  Meet- 
ing, and  referred  to  the  Council  for  further  consideration,  and  report 
to  the  next  meeting.  The  Council  have  had  the  matter  before  them, 
and  submit  the  following  recommendations  to  the  branch,  vix, : — 

That  it  is  desirable 

(a)  To  form  an  Education  Committee  of  the  North- Westent 
Branch  to  take  the  place  of  the  Summer  School  Committee,, 
whose  duty  it  will  be  to  watch  over  and  control  (as  far  as^ 
possible)  the  education  of  library  assistants  in  the  North- 
western district. 

(b)  That  all  the  educational  work  of  the  branch  should  have  as 

its  object  the  preparation  of  candidates  for  librarianship,  and 
for  the  certificates  and  diploma  of  the  Library  Association. 

(c)  That  an  effort  be  made  to  arrange  classes  in  Library  Economy 

in  different  centres,  in  addition  to  the  Summer  School  of 
Librarianship. 

(d)  That  classes  m  Library  Economy  should  be  established  in  con- 

nection with  the  Liverpool  Technical  School,  similar  to  the 
classes  at  the  Manchester  Technical  School,  and  that  the 
Education  Committee  should  take  steps  to  further  that  object. 

(e)  That  library  assistants  who  are  not  able  to  attend  classes  be 

recommended  to  join  the  Correspondence  Classes  of  the  Lib- 
rary Association. 
(/)  That  the  Education  Committee  of  the  branch  should  take  atepfr 
to  inform  Library  Committees  and  librarians  of  the  facilities- 
for  the  education  of  library  assistants  in  the  North- Western, 
district,  and  urge  them  to  give  encouragement  and  oppor- 
tunities to  their  staffs  to  take  advantage  of  such  facilities. 

Approved  by  the  Council  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  John  Rylands- 
Library,  Manchester,  i6th  February,  1906. 

H.  GUPPY,  Chairman, 
Edward  McKnioht,  Secretary. 

Library  A88i8tant8'  A88ociation. 

By  invitation  of  Mr.  Councillor  H.  Keatley  Moore,  B.A.,  B.Mu8.r 
Chairman  of  the  Croydon  Public  Libraries  Committee,  the  March 
Monthly  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Central  Library,  Town  Hall,  Croydon,, 
on  Wednesday,  14th  March. 

The  members  assembled  in  the  cataloguing-room  at  6  p.m.,  and 
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were  conducted  over  the  library  in  parties  by  Messrs.  Savers,  Coutts 
ftnd  Peplow,  who  briefly  explained  the  various  original  methods  in  use. 
This  done,  the  assembly  gathered  in  the  suite  of  Committee-rooms  in 
the  Town  Hall,  where  tea  had  been  provided  by  the  hospitality  of  Mr. 
Moore.     By  this  time  nearly  ninety  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  present. 

At  7.30  Mr.  Moore  took  the  chair  in  the  Croydon  Council  Chamber, 
which  had  been  granted  for  the  meeting  bv  the  kindness  of  the  Mayor, 
and  a  vigorous  and  interesting  Business  Meeting  commenced. 

Mr.  John  Warner,  of  the  Croydon  Central  Reference  Library,  read 
a  paper  entitled  *'  First  Years  of  Reference  Work,"  in  which  he  dealt 
mainly  with  the  routine  work  he  had  been  accustomed  to  as  junior  in 
the  Croydon  Library.  He  described  the  methods  of  checking  periodi- 
cals by  means  of  a  card  for  each,  which  is  ruled  in  squares,  each  square 
representing  a  month.  The  weekly  periodicals  are  registered  by  making 
a  cross  in  each  corner  of  the  square  as  the  periodicals  arrived,  the 
monthly  magazines  by  a  single  cross  in  the  centre  of  the  square.  He 
also  described  briefly  methods  of  filing  newspapers  and  periodicals,  and 
P^ve  some  good  hints  on  assisting  readers,  in  which  he  insisted  on  tact 
m  getting  at  the  inquirer's  point  of  view,  and  a  good  knowledge  of  biblio- 
graphical tools.  He  concluded  with  some  humorous  personal  experi- 
ences of  reference  work. 

After  a  brief  discussion  in  which  Messrs.  Kirby,  Yates,  Shawcross. 
and  Bursill  took  part,  Mr.  W.  G.  Harris,  Librarian,  Stroud  Green 
Branch,  Hornsey,  read  a  paper  entitled  ''The  Planning  of  an  Ideal 
Library:  a  Utopian  Forecast '. 

In  the  course  of  his  paper  Mr.  Harris  said  that  h.e  would  plan  a 
library  on  the  principle  of  amalgamating  the  stocks  of  the  lending  and 
reference  departments,  and  working  them  as  a  unit.  To  illustrate  his 
idea  Mr.  Harris  exhibited  a  model  plan  on  which  was  represented  an 
open-access  library  in  a  large  room,  and  one  end  of  the  room  was 
secluded  from  the  stacks  bv  a  light  movable  screen.  By  means  of 
this,  he  aflirmed  that  the  whole  stock  of  the  library  would  be  at  the 
service  of  both  reference  and  lending  readers.  The  reference  reader 
could  select  any  book  he  required  from  the  whole  library  stock,  and 
retire  behind  the  screen  to  read,  while  the  borrower  could  see  also  the 
whole  resources  of  the  library  at  a  glance,  but  would  be  prevented  from 
taking  away  quick  reference  books  by  means  of  some  definite  book- 
mark. He  claimed  that  his  plan  would  secure  economy  and  efliciency 
in  administration.  He  then  dealt  with  the  question  of  specialisation,  and 
was  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Sidney  Webb's  suggestion  that  each  public 
library  should  be  a  special  library  should  be  adopted  in  a  modified  form 
by  all  London  libraries. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Berwick  Saybrs,  Sub- Librarian,  Croydon,  then  read  a 
paper  on  ^  The  Amalgamation  of  the  Lending  and  Reference  Libraries,*^ 
m  which  he  commented  on  the  suggestions  put  forward  by  Mr.  Harris. 
He  instanced  the  likeness  between  Mr.  Harris's  ideas  and  those  ex- 
pounded by  Mr.  Hare  at  the  Cambridge  Conference  of  the  Library 
Association.  Mr.  Hare  would  adopt  one  huge  room  such  as  a  church 
for  his  library.  Mr.  Sayers  thought  Mr.  Hare  was  deluded  into  think- 
ing the  newsroom  the  more  important  part  of  the  library ;  he  thought 
Mr.  Harris  held  the  view  that  the  lending  library  was  the  more  im- 
portant. The  first  difliculty  in  planning  was  to  decide  the  emphasis  to 
be  placed  on  particular  departments.  He  then  criticised  the  notion 
that  such  an  amalgamation  would  bring  the  books  together  in  one 
classification.  The  very  sizes  of  books  would  preclude  all  books  being 
shelved  together  and  the  advantage  claimed  was  therefore  imaginary. 
He  also  instanced  the  difficulties  of  noise,  of  ventilation,  light,  and  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  a  suitable  site  for  so  large  a  room. 
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A  brisk  discussion  ensued,  in  which  the  Chairman  and  Messrs. 
Faraday,  Hawkins,  Thorne,  Bursill,  Young,  Bullen,  Jast  and  others 
took  part  The  general  impression  was  that  the  reference  library  book 
^except  quick  reference  works  should  be  lent  for  home  readine. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  Mr.  Moore  for  his  hospitality^ 
and  to  the  paper  readers,  and  a  roost  enjoyable  and  instructive  meeting 
jended  at  lo  p.m. 

During  the  evening  the  result  of  the  ballot  on  the  question  of 
affiliation  with  the  Library  Association  was  made  known.  Messrs^ 
Hogg,  Stephen,  Sureties  and  Young  were  elected  scrutineers,  and  the 
f  esult  was : — 

For  affiliation     .        .    72 

Against  .84 

Majority  against   .    la 

Mr.  Roebuck  thereupon  moved  and  Mr.  Sayers  seconded  a  motion, 
iwhich  having  been  amended  bv  the  meeting  read  as  follows : — 

'*That  the  members  of  the  Library  Assistants'  Association  have 
given  careful  consideration  to  the  proposal  of  affiliation  re- 
ceived from  the  Library  Association  on  20th  April,  1905,  but 
regret  that  the  suggested  affiliation  cannot  be  entertained,  it 
bemg  felt  that  an  mdependent  standing  is  best  suited  to  the 
Library  Assistants'  Association.  The  Library  Assistants' 
Association,  however,  thanks  the  Library  Association  for  the 
compliment  and  recognition  which  this  offer  entails,  and  most 
heartily  wishes  that  closer  relations  between  the  two  bodies 
may  come  about,  in  support  of  which  the  Library  Assistants* 
Association  offers  its  most  cordial  co -operation  with  the 
Library  Association  in  all  matters,  and  to  be  ready  at  any 
time  to  advise  the  Library  Association  on  matters  particular  to 
our  membership  or  sphere,  and  to  carry  out  as  far  as  possible 
any  measure  (apart  from  affiliation^  which  shall  have  for  its 
purpose  the  advancement  of  the  profession." 


All  Communications  relating  to  The  Library  Association 
Record  should  be  addressed  to  The  Editor,  Whitcomb  House, 
Whitcomb  Street,  Pall  Mall  East,  London,  S.W. 


THE  LIBRARY  ASSCXHATION  SERIES,  No.  a 


Classified  Js>ist 


OP 


(Burrent  fPeriodieals : 

A  Guide  to  the  Selection 

OP 

Magazine    Literature. 

BY 

JAMES   DUFF   BROWN, 

Borough  Librarian,  Iilingtoo,  London. 


A  Classified  List  of  768  of  the  principal  Magazines  of  the  World,  selected 
by  the  Librarians  of  various  important  Countries.  A  Guide  to  the  permanent 
Exhibitions  of  Magazines  which  will  be  maintained  at  the  following  Centres, 
and  from  which  Specimen  Copies  can  be  had  on  loan  by  Library  Committees 
or  Librarians  on  payment  of  carriage  both  ways. 

^  JThb  Library  Association  Library. 
IThb  London  School  op  Economics,  Clare  Market,  London,  W.C. 

2.  Thb  Cbntral  Rbpbrbncb  Library,  Public  Libraries,  Manchester. 

3.  Bailub's    iNSTmmoN    Preb    Rbpbrbncb    Library,     153   West 

Regent  Street,  Glasgow. 

4.  Thb  Pubuc  Library,  Belfast. 


To  be  had,  Price  6d«  net,  or  7d.  post  free,  from 

THE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION, 

Whitcomb  House,  Whitcomb  Street,  Pall  Mall  East, 

LONDON,  S.W. 

(r) 


IMPOBTAIIT  MOTICI.— The  Moo  of  thio  Book  mw 
ralood  to  2o.  6d.  net  on  let  January,  1906. 

Demy  8vo.    54  pp.    Index.    With  6  Specimens  of  Leathers. 
Bound  in  Art  Linen. 

Price  2/6  net  ;  Postage  3d.  extra. 

Jbeatder  for  Js>ibraries. 

BY 

L  WYNDHAM  HULME,  A.  SEYMOUR-JOHEt, 

J.  GORDON  PARKER,  CYRIL  DAVENPORT, 

and  F.  J.  WILUAM80N. 


"  I  have  received  the  publication  of  the  Sound  Leather  Committee,  Lgaikrrj^ar  Librarigs, 
It  IB  full  of  information  no  less  interesting  than  useful.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  in  Cambridge 
have  already  begun  to  reap  the  fruit  of  their  labours." — Mr.  Francis  J.  H.  Jbnkxnbon,  M^ 
Librarian,  University  Library,  Cambridge  {Presidtntial  Address  to  iki  Library  AMSociaiion^ 
Cambridge,  1905). 

*'  The  Sound  Leather  Committee  has  undertaken  an  important  and  arduous  task  with  a 
determination  which,  we  are  sure,  will  ultimately  revolutionise  the  leather  industry.  The 
warnings,  addressed  primarily  to  the  librarian,  are  equally  applicable  to  users  of  upholsteiy 
leathers,  etc.  Such  leathers  are,  as  a  rule,  prepared  solely  with  a  view  to  their  *  finish '.  The 
remedy  is  the  adoption  of  sound  methods  of  manufacturing  leather,  and  of  honest  description 
in  the  retail  trade.  For  a  few  shillings  a  librarian  can  ascertain  from  the  Official  Analyst  to 
the  Library  Association  whether  his  leathers  are  free  from  acid  and  genuine.'* — Art  Warktrsi* 
Quarterly, 

**  Librarians  and  others  must  let  the  bookbinders  understand  that  they  kncyw  what  good 
leather  is,  and  it  will  be  then  for  the  bookbinders  to  insist  upon  obtaining  it  from  the  manu- 
fricturers.'* — Law  Times, 

'*  We  consider  the  volume  an  indispensable  adjunct  to  the  business  library  of  leather 
manufacturers  and  others  who  want  to  post  themselves  quickly  in  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  light  leather  section  of  the  trade.'* — Leather  Tradis  Review, 

"The  book  should  do  much  to  dispel  some  of  that  ignorance  which  even  the  most 
experienced  librarians  sometimes  display  in  the  choice  of  binding  leathers.** — lAhrawy 
Assistant. 

**  To  persons  who  are  interested  in  the  formation  of  a  library,  which  is  intended  to  be  one 
of  a  durable  character,  the  present  book  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended.** — Fisld, 

**The  interest  and  value  of  the  volume  is  not  confined  to  curators  of  books;  the  same 
leathers  are  used  in  upholstery,  and  their  quality  concerns  every  well-to-do  bonseholder.** — 
Glasgow  Herald, 

**  Deserves  the  attention  of  every  one  interested  in  arresting  the  degradation  of  book- 
binding by  the  use  of  mineral  acids  in  colouring  leather,  and  by  other  trade  pfacticcs.** — 
Scotstnan, 

**  This  little  volume  is  in  every  way  to  be  welcomed,  and  it  is  to  be  trusted  that  it  wiD 
have  the  desiderated  effect  of  influencing  public  opinion  upon  a  reform  which  has  both  an 
aesthetic  and  a  utilitarian  side." — Newcastle  Daily  ChronicU, 
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THE  LIBRARIES  AND  THE  COUNTIES.^ 

By  Harry  Farr,  Deputy  Librarian,  Cardiff  Public 
Libraries. 

IT  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  things  in  connection  with 
the  public  library  movement  in  this  country,  that  very 
little  has  been  done  towards  extending  the  benefits  of  the 
Libraries  Acts  to  the  rural  districts,  although  the  Acts  have 
been  in  operation  for  over  fifty  years,  and  have  been  adopted 
by  nearly  every  urban  district  of  importance. 

This  is  the  more  remarkable,  inasmuch  as  the  rural 
population  stands  in  far  greater  need  than  the  urban  of 
libraries  and  reading-rooms.  Towns  afford  means  of  culture 
and  recreation  apart  from  the  public  library;  but  in  the 
country  these  are  almost  wholly  lacking,  and  in  scattered 
and  remote  districts,  wanting  entirely.  In  the  absence  of 
public  libraries,  there  are,  generally  speaking,  no  facilities 
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whatever  for  obtaining  books  in  the  rural  districts,  the  only 
literature  available  being  the  weekly  newspaper,  and  the 
light,  scrappy  periodical  which  becomes  more  banal  every 
day. 

The  majority  of  the  dwellers  in  the  country  districts 
know  nothing  of  the  ministry  of  books  to  the  happiness  and 
the  wants  of  life,  and  their  children  have  little  access  to 
books,  except  sometimes  at  a  Sunday  School  library. 

Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  remedy  this  state  of 
affairs  by  voluntary  efforts  to  provide  libraries  and  reading- 
rooms  for  the  villages.  These  efforts,  however,  have  been 
mainly  of  a  political,  religious  or  charitable  character,  and 
too  limited  in  their  appeal  to  command  widespread  interest 
and  support.  Generally  they  have  been  concerned  with  a 
single  village  or  parish,  and  have  not  contributed  to  the 
solution  of  the  wider  problem. 

In  a  few  cases  the  founders  have  hit  upon  the  idea  that 
the  county  is  the  proper  unit  of  organisation,  and  have 
worked  out  their  schemes  upon  a  county  basis.  The  York- 
shire Union  of  Educational  Institutes  and  Village  Libraries, 
and  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Union  of  Institutes,  for 
instance,  have  achieved  a  large  measure  of  success,  despite 
the  fact  that  the  funds  for  their  maintenance  are  drawn 
mainly  from  private  subscriptions.  These  funds  are  used 
for  commercial  and  technical  instruction  as  well  as  for 
libraries,  and  do  not  amount  to  more  than  a  few  hundred 
pounds  yearly,  yet  we  find  that  the  Yorkshire  Village  Library 
has  200  villages  affiliated,  and  about  40,000  volumes  in  cir- 
culation. 

A  scheme  for  school  and  village  libraries  came  into 
operation  last  month  in  the  County  of  Hereford.  Through 
the  generosity  of  a  friend,  the  Bishop  of  Hereford  has  been 
enabled  to  offer  to  every  elementary  school,  and  to  each  of 
100  of  the  poorer  rural  parishes  in  the  county,  boxes  of  about 
fifty  books,  which  are  to  be  exchanged  three  times  a  year. 
The  books  supplied  are  good  novels  and  stories,  biographies, 
histories  and  poetry;  books  on  agricultural,  horticultural 
and  other  scientific  and  practical  subjects  interesting  to 
country  folk,  and  some  of  a  religious  character.    The  average 
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cost  is  limited  to  2s.  a  volume.  The  villages  and  schools 
are  formed  into  groups  of  twelve,  which  interchange 
amongst  themselves.  Each  group  of  twelve  sets  contains 
the  same  books.  At  present  twenty-one  villages  and  sixty- 
five  schools  have  adopted  the  scheme.  This  is  excellent  so 
far  as  it  goes,  and  we  may  be  certain  that  whatever  can  be 
done  by  voluntary  effort  to  encourage  reading  and  to  make 
this  and  similar  schemes  a  success  will  be  done.  But 
something  more  is  needed.  Voluntary  efforts,  praiseworthy 
though  they  may  be,  are  spasmodic,  uncertain  and  hopelessly 
inadequate  to  the  work  now  required  in  the  rural  districts. 
Schemes  such  as  the  foregoing  only  afford  us  some  slight 
indication  of  what  might  be  done  were  the  villages  through- 
out the  country  formed  into  districts  for  library  purposes 
under  the  County  Councils. 

If  little  is  to  be  expected  from  voluntary  effort,  more  is 
not  to  be  expected  from  the  Parish  Councils. 

At  the  present  moment  the  position  is  this.  Any  parish 
may  adopt  the  Public  Libraries  Acts,  and  a  certain  number 
have  done  so ;  but  the  amount  produced  by  the  rate  of  a 
single  parish  is  so  small  as  to  be  insufficient  to  maintain  a 
library,  or  even  a  reading-room,  unless  additional  support 
in  the  shape  of  gifts  of  land,  buildings  and  subscriptions 
towards  the  annual  expenses  can  be  obtained.  Though 
generous  help  has  been  freely  given  in  many  places,  yet  the 
fact  remains  that  the  effects  of  the  adoption  of  the  Acts  by 
parishes  can  only  be  isolated  and  local,  and  will  not  help 
towards  that  systematic  organisation  which  is  the  only 
means  of  attaining  the  object  desired. 

If  the  provision  of  libraries  for  the  rural  districts  is  to 
be  done  on  a  sound  basis  and  with  a  proper  organisation, 
it  must  be  undertaken  by  the  County  Councils.  The  County 
Council  is  the  authority  under  the  Education  Act,  and 
already  has  under  its  control  all  other  branches  of  education. 
It  seems  absurd  that  such  a  vital  matter  as  the  provision 
of  libraries  should  proceed  in  a  haphazard  way,  and  that 
the  struggle  for  the  adoption  of  the  Acts  should  centre 
round  the  parish  pump.  No  one  nowadays  would  wish  to 
place  the  administration  of  branch  libraries  in  the  hands 
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of  separate  authorities  or  to  give  every  ward  of  a  town 
power  to  adopt  or  reject  the  Acts.  Everywhere  the  tendency 
is  to  reduce  the  number  of  independent  authorities  and 
towards  concentration  and  co-ordination.  To  leave  the 
fate  of  public  libraries  in  the  rural  districts  to  Parish 
Councils  is  to  invite  disaster.  And  disaster  now  would  be 
unpardonable  after  the  object-lesson  afforded  by  the  mis- 
take, now  happily  rectified,  of  having  a  School  Board  for 
every  parish.  The  ill  effects  of  this  mistake  will  long 
remain,  and  it  should  not  be  necessary  to  emphasise  further 
the  importance  of  avoiding  the  parochial  unit  for  libraries. 

The  recent  Education  Act  embraces  county  areas. 
These  have  been  successfully  organised  for  the  purpose  of 
education,  and  if  the  task  of  providing  libraries  were  en- 
trusted to  the  same  authority,  it  would  be  possible  to  com- 
bine the  workings  of  both  Acts  to  their  common  advantage. 
By  grouping  parishes,  buildings  might  be  erected  which, 
besides  providing  for  libraries  and  reading-rooms,  would 
serve  as  centres  for  technical  instruction,  extension  lectures, 
and  other  educational  and  intellectual  activities. 

The  money  expended  in  education  at  the  village  schools 
is  to  a  great  extent  wasted,  because  after  leaving  school 
the  children  rapidly  forget  what  they  have  learned,  for  lack 
of  opportunity  to  amplify  and  apply  to  the  affairs  of  life 
the  education  begun — and  only  begun — in  the  elementary 
schools. 

Where  County  Education  Committees  have  adopted 
schemes  for  the  teaching  of  agriculture  and  other  arts  and 
crafts,  these  schemes  have  largely  failed  because  there  are 
no  libraries  to  which  teachers  can  send  students  for  books 
to  supplement  the  lectures  and  demonstrations,  and  where 
they  can  follow  up  their  studies  independently  when  they 
have  left  the  classes  behind.  One  County  Council  at  least 
has  recognised  that  this  gap  exists,  and  attempted  to  fill 
it.  The  Education  Committee  of  the  Cambridge  County 
Council  has  formed  a  central  library  consisting  of  books  on 
agriculture  and  allied  subjects  and  other  arts  and  crafts, 
with  a  view  to  supplying  technical  and  general  reading  for 
adults  on  a  variety  of  subjects  and  to  conveying  information 
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wider  in  scope  and  to  a  larger  circle  than  it  would  be 
possible  to  reach  by  means  of  lectures  and  classes.  Small 
boxes  of  books  are  made  up  and  are  lent  to  villages  and 
schools  for  a  limited  time. 

If  further  evidence  is  required  of  the  valuable  work  that 
may  be  done  in  this  direction,  reference  might  be  made  to 
the  reports  of  the  Public  Library  of  New  South  Wales, 
Sydney.     In  the  last  available  we  read  that : — 

"  During  the  year  225  boxes,  containing  10,188  vols, 
were  sent  to  122  country  centres,  and  there  is  abundant 
evidence  that  this  branch  of  the  Trustees*  work  is  highly 
appreciated  by  country  students,  and  is  productive  of  ade- 
quate educational  results.  Besides  sending  out  these  boxes 
of  books  to  libraries  and  literary  institutes  in  the  country, 
the  Trustees  have  lent  198  vols,  to  twenty-two  individual 
students  in  the  remote  country  districts.  During  the  past 
seven  years  valuable  books  to  the  number  of  1,213,  not  other- 
wise obtainable  by  country  students,  have  been  thus  lent 
to  thirty-seven  small  groups  and  forty-nine  individual 
students,  making  a  total  of  743  persons." 

Such  are  the  results  when  a  sympathetic  library  ad- 
ministration offers  facilities  to  country  students,  despite 
difficulties  of  transport  and  communication  greater  far  than 
any  which  would  have  to  be  faced  in  this  country.  It  is 
hardly  possible  at  present  for  any  but  those  who  are  suffi- 
ciently wealthy  to  buy  what  books  they  require,  or  who 
have  access  to  private  libraries,  to  carry  on  their  studies 
in  the  country.  Those  who.  are  engaged  in  social  and 
educational  work  and  in  forming  public  opinion  in  the 
rural  districts  (the  school  teachers,  journalists,  clergy, 
ministers  and  others),  find  it  difficult  to  keep  in  touch  with 
current  social  and  intellectual  movements.  The  letters 
which  are  constantly  addressed  to  librarians  asking  for  in- 
formation and  for  the  loan  of  books  from  students  working 
under  these  disadvantages  show  how  great  are  their  needs. 
In  too  many  cases  the  inevitable  result  is  that  earnest 
students  betake  themselves  to  large  towns  where  they 
can  enjoy  adequate  facilities. 

This  brings  us  to  another  phase  of  this  question,  the 
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importance  of  reference  libraries  to  counties.  The  educa- 
tional value  of  reference  libraries  cannot  be  over-estimated. 
The  services  rendered  by  them  to  the  higher  and  technical 
education  and  to  the  general  culture  of  the  communities 
amidst  which  they  are  placed,  have  not  yet  perhaps  re- 
ceived due  recognition  and  appreciation.  But  they  are 
none  the  less  real,  and  as  time  goes  on  will  become  increas- 
ingly apparent.  The  uses  to  which  county  reference  lib- 
raries could  be  put  are  fairly  obvious.  The  provision  of 
the  great  works  of  general  reference  and  of  the  technical 
literature  relating  to  ag^culture  and  the  particular  industries 
of  the  several  counties,  the  collection  of  all  the  books 
relating  to  county  history,  archaeology  and  natural  science, 
the  preservation  of  local  records,  MSS.,  topographical  prints, 
and  local  portraits  would  all  come  within  their  province. 

What  may  be  termed  "  county  patriotism  **  is  a  strong 
force.  Lovers  of  their  native  county  would  enrich  such 
libraries  with  gifts,  once  their  permanent  existence  was 
assured,  and  proper  means  provided  for  the  safe  custody, 
preservation  and  use  of  books  and  MSS. 

Such  an  institution  would  exert  a  great  influence  upon 
county  life  and  would  be  the  means  of  fostering  learning 
and  stimulating  research  in  many  directions,  as  well  as 
of  putting  within  the  reach  of  workers  in  the  country  the 
tools  which  have  so  long  been  denied  to  them. 

Whether  county  reference  libraries  should  be  established 
in  co-operation  with  the  county  towns,  or  independent  of 
them,  is  a  detail  which  need  only  be  briefly  discussed  at 
present.  Each  case  would  have  to  be  decided  upon  its 
merits.  It  would  depend  upon  local  conditions  whether 
or  no  the  County  Council  and  the  authorities  of  the  county 
town  should  combine  for  the  joint  maintenance  of  a  refer- 
ence library.  In  some  cases  this  course  would  be  found 
most  advantageous,  whilst  in  others  the  County  Council 
would  find  it  better  to  establish  a  central  reference  library 
independent  of  the  chief  town. 

The  discussion  of  details  of  organisation  and  methods 
of  administration  would  be  premature  at  present.  Perhaps 
too  much  attention  has  been  paid  in  the  past  to  discussing 


The  Libraries  and  the  Counties.  175 

how  village  libraries  might  be  organised  and  administered. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  foundation  of  county  library 
systems  should  present  any  greater  difficulties  to  an  organ- 
ising librarian  than  did  the  organisation  of  county  educa- 
tional systems  to  the  directors  of  education. 

There  can  be  no  two  opinions  as  to  the  importance  of 
and  the  necessity  for  library  expansion  along  the  lines 
indicated.  Ten  years  ago  the  extension  of  the  Acts  to 
counties  was  said  to  be  the  pressing  library  problem  of  the 
hour;  but  other  questions  either  more  pressing  or  more 
insistent  supervened,  and  the  solution  is  little,  if  any,  nearer 
than  it  was  a  decade  ago.  We  are  constantly  hearing  of 
the  difficulty  experienced  in  retaining  people  in  the  rural 
districts.  At  the  last  census  the  number  of  farm  labourers 
had  diminished  in  every  county  in  England  and  Wales,  and 
in  each  of  the  distinctly  agricultural  counties  the  diminution 
amounted  to  thousands.  Amongst  the  chief  causes  of  this 
migration  are  said  to  be  the  dulness  and  slowness  of  country 
life,  the  lack  of  means  of  amusement  and  recreation,  and 
of  opportunities  of  self-improvement.  The  social  and  intel- 
lectual life  of  most  villages  is  centred  in  the  church,  chapel 
and  public-house,  but  these  institutions  do  not  adequately 
minister  to  all  the  wants  of  the  rural  population.  If  every 
village  had  a  reading-room  where,  after  the  monotonous 
and  arduous  daily  routine,  the  villagers  could  spend  an 
hour  or  two  in  reading  the  better  class  of  newspaper  and 
periodical,  and  if  small  permanent  collections  of  books 
supplemented  by  temporary  collections,  which  could  be 
changed  from  time  to  time,  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
village  populations,  it  would  do  more  to  brighten  country 
life  than  almost  anything  else.  To  bring  this  boon  within 
reach  of  a  large  number  of  our  fellow-countrymen  to  whom 
it  is  now  denied,  is  an  object  which  deserves  and  should 
elicit  the  support  of  all  who  care  for  the  welfare  of  the 
country. 

By  this  means  the  monotony  of  rural  existence  might 
be  relieved  without  destroying  its  simplicity,  and  without 
creating  a  craving  for  excitement.  A  great  step  would  have 
been  taken   towards  arresting  the  stream  of  migration  to 
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the  towns.  A  desire  for  knowledge,  both  general  and 
technical,  would  be  stimulated,  which,  if  fostered  and  pro- 
vided for  by  an  adequate  selection  of  suitable  books,  would 
materially  improve  the  economic  conditions  of  the  country. 
An  increased  interest  would  be  taken  in  agriculture  and 
agricultural  methods,  and  the  introduction  of  'improved 
machinery  and  the  adoption  of  modem  scientific  methods 
facilitated.  The  effect  of  a  wider  outlook  and  increased 
intelligence  would  speedily  make  itself  felt.  An  impetus 
would  be  given  to  stock  farming,  poultry  farming,  bee 
culture,  and  an  incentive  to  agricultural  enterprise  generally, 
which  would  ultimately  lead  to  greater  rural  prosperity. 

Before  any  progress  can  be  made,  the  Libraries  Acts 
must  be  amended  to  enable  County  Councils  to  adopt  them 
for  county  areas,  thus  coming  into  line  with  the  Education 
Act.  A  private  bill  with  this  object  was  introduced  into 
the  last  Parliament,  but  shared  the  fate  of  most  private 
measures,  and  there  is  little  probability  of  success  attending 
private  efforts  in  this  direction.  It  is  certainly  desirable  that 
any  future  proposals  for  legislation  should  proceed  from  the 
Library  Association  and  backed  with  all  the  weight  and 
influence  that  can  possibly  be  brought  to  bear.  The  present 
moment  seems  auspicious  for  library  progress.  A  new 
Government  is  installed  which  may  be  expected  to  lend  a 
sympathetic  ear  to  schemes  for  the  extension  and  improve- 
ment of  the  public  library  system  of  this  country,  and  the 
claims  of  the  rural  districts  are  so  strong,  and  have  so  long 
been  neglected,  that  they  can  no  longer  be  ignored. 

It  is  of  great  importance,  if  the  libraries  throughout  the 
country  (omitting  the  larger  urban  districts  of  course)  are 
to  be  organised  by  the  County  Councils,  that  the  work 
should  be  taken  in  hand  before  the  independent  authorities 
become  too  numerous.  Now  there  would  be  little  difficulty 
in  superseding  the  existing  library  authorities  in  the  counties  ; 
but  when  they  have  grown  in  number,  and  when  many 
buildings  have  been  erected  with  the  needs  of  single  and 
isolated  parishes  only  in  view,  the  work  of  systematising 
will  be  costly  and  difficult,  and  a  great  deal  of  public  money 
will  have  been  spent  to  little  purpose.     It  is  said  to  be  a 
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British  characteristic  to  muddle  into  things  and  then  to 
muddle  through.  It  is  not  yet  too  late  to  put  the  organisa- 
tion of  rural  libraries  upon  a  sound  business  basis,  but  if  the 
work  is  delayed,  the  difficulties  and  the  cost  will  be  greatly 
increased.     It  will  be  easier  and  cheaper  to  act  now« 


LIBRARY  PLANNING.^ 

By  F.  J.  BuRGOYNE,  Librarian,  Lambeth  Public 
Libraries. 

DURING  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  great  de- 
velopment in  the  art  of  library  planning.  The  long 
series  of  gifts  by  Mr.  Carnegie  for  library  buildings  has  been 
the  means  of  exciting  the  emulation  of  architects  in  all  parts 
of  this  country  and  America,  with  the  result  that  many  plans 
have  been  evolved  well  worthy  of  consideration  by  com- 
mittees about  to  erect  libraries. 

At  the  same  time  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  no 
model  plan  can  be  said  to  be  the  best.  As  long  as  sites  vary 
in  size,  area,  shape  and  position,  it  will  be  manifestly  im- 
possible to  point  to  any  particular  disposition  of  rooms  as 
the  best  that  could  be  adopted,  and  we  can  only  consider 
the  various  types  of  plans  which  may  be  useful  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  towns  of  various  sizes,  my  observations 
being  limited  to  the  wants  of  libraries  open  free  to  the 
public,  which  for  that  reason  have  requirements  differing 
from  proprietary  and  college  libraries,  where  the  number  of 
readers  is  limited. 

I  will  roughly  divide  public  libraries,  for  the  purposes  of 
this  discussion,  into  three  classes — small,  medium  and  large. 
Let  us  first  consider  the  minimum  accommodation  which 
the  small  library  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  provide* 
It  should  have  a  place  for  the  reading  of  newspapers  and 
periodicals,  and  a  lending  department  for  the  loan  of  books 

^  Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Library  Association  at  Cambridge,. 
24th  August,  1905. 
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for  home  reading.  The  staff  of  such  a  library  will  be  small, 
and  will  probably  consist  of  two  persons,  a  librarian  and  a 
youth.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  that  the  librarian's  usual 
position  shall  be  some  place  where  he  can  readily  supervise 
the  whole  building.  The  spot  which  experience  has  proved 
to  be  the  best  for  his  location  is  the  issue  desk  or  counter  of 
the  lending  department. 

The  plan  of  such  a  library  is  simple.  It  should  consist 
of  two  rooms  side  by  side — one  used  for  the  lending  library 
and  the  other  for  reading  purposes.  If  the  division  is 
effected  by  a  glass  partition,  the  supervision  is  easy.  It  is 
necessary  to  so  arrange  the  lending  department  that  it  may 
be  cut  off  entirely  from  the  public,  as  in  many  small  libraries 
the  newsroom  will  be  open  to  the  public  at  times  when  the 
lending  library  is  closed. 

Buildings  of  the  second  class,  which  I  have  called 
"medium,"  are  such  as  would  be  expected  in  towns  or 
districts  of  50,000  inhabitants  or  thereabouts.  Here  the 
staff  will  be  somewhat  larger,  and  the  police  duty  which  fell 
upon  the  librarian  of  the  smaller  library  will  probably  be 
given  to  a  porter,  and  so  the  necessity  for  supervision  of  the 
whole  building  by  one  person  from  a  given  point  is  not  so 
pressing. 

The  accommodation  provided  for  the  public  will  be  similar 
to  that  of  the  small  library,  but  on  a  larger  scale,  with  the 
addition  of  a  reference  department.  This  is  generally  ob- 
tained by  providing  a  room  for  the  dual  purposes  of  reading 
the  higher  class  magazines  and  reviews  as  well  as  the  works 
of  reference.  The  rooms  should  be  on  one  floor,  and  the 
reference  books  should  be  shelved  alongside  those  forming 
the  lending  department.  This  is  necessary  as  the  stock  of 
reference  books  will  be  small,  and  it  will  often  be  necessary 
to  issue  lending  library  books  for  reading  upon  the  premises. 
This  is  again  the  minimum  accommodation,  but  in  some 
places  separate  reading-rooms  for  women  and  for  children 
are  provided.  Experience  has  proved  that  a  separate  room 
for  women  is  quite  unnecessar}^  The  average  woman  pre- 
fers the  company  of  **  mere  man,*'  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  presence  of  women  in  the  reading-rooms  is  on  the 
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whole  conducive  to  order  and  the  better  behaviour  of  the 
opposite  sex. 

The  provision  of  children's  reading-rooms  is  now  seen  to 
be  essential  in  all  well-regulated  libraries.  Readers  require 
catching  when  young,  and  the  habit  of  reading  requires 
training  as  much  as  other  habits.  Most  of  our  libraries 
have  collections  of  books  suitable  for  children  to  borrow  and 
read  at  home,  but  something  more  than  this  has  been  found 
to  be  necessarj'.  A  room  for  reading  is  used  by  many  as  a 
quiet  place  for  the  preparation  of  home  lessons,  but  in  the 
main  its  purpose  will  be  recreative.  It  is  necessary  to  pro- 
vide shelving  and  to  form  a  collection  of  books  distinct  from 
those  in  the  lending  department.  If  the  library  income  is 
so  small  as  to  preclude  this  being  done,  the  room  must  be 
planned  to  adjoin  the  lending,  as  it  is  fatal  to  order  for  the 
attendant  to  be  absent  from  it  for  any  length  of  time.  In 
planning  such  a  room  a  separate  entrance  should  be  pro- 
vided, preferably  in  a  side  street.  In  the  larger  towns  where 
it  is  expected  that  much  use  will  be  made  of  this  department 
it  will  be  wise  to  provide  separate  rooms  for  the  sexes,  or  a 
partition  may  be  placed  across  the  room  at  right  angles  to 
the  attendant's  desk. 

With  regard  to  furniture,  I  am  of  opinion  that  tables 
and  forms  are  a  mistake,  and  that  it  is  best  to  provide 
separate  desks,  as  is  done  in  schools.  It  is  useful  also  to 
have  a  lavatory  handy,  in  order  that  the  rule  of  "clean 
hands  "  may  be  rigidly  enforced.  I  do  not  recommend  that 
it  should  be  freely  open,  but  that  it  can  be  used  if  necessary. 
A  little  trouble  taken  to  induce  the  habit  of  cleanliness  may 
result  in  much  lasting  good  both  to  the  reader  and  to  the 
library  books. 

As  specimens  of  libraries  of  this  class  I  would  call  your 
attention  to  the  plans  exhibited  in  the  Com  Exchange  of 
libraries  at  Eltham,  Hawick,  Greenwich,  Kettering,  Lynn, 
Plumstead,  Tacoma  and  Wakefield,  and  also  to  the  plans 
of  the  branch  libraries  of  Glasgow,  Leeds,  Belfast  and 
Lewisham.  The  library  now  being  erected  at  Heme  Hill, 
for  the  Lambeth  Borough  Council,  is  well  worth  your  at- 
tention, as  it  probably  is  the  largest  branch  library  in  the 
kingdom. 
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In  the  third  class — the  larger  municipal  library — there 
must  be  provided  all  the  accommodation  sketched  for  the 
smaller  libraries,  but  on  a  more  liberal  scale.  This  must 
be  especially  the  case  with  the  reference  department,  and 
very  much  more  room  must  be  provided  both  for  its  readers 
and  for  the  shelving  of  its  books.  The  reference  library  has, 
I  think,  suffered  in  the  past  from  neglect,  mainly  because 
of  the  costly  character  of  its  books,  and  in  the  competition 
between  it  and  the  more  popular  lending  library  it  has 
often  had  to  go  to  the  wall. 

I  would  plead  for  a  more  generous  recognition  of  the 
good  work  done  in  this  department.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  the  main  work  of  the  lending  library  is  to  provide 
recreation,  a  useful  aim,  but  not  the  highest.  The  work 
of  the  reference  library  is  study,  and  surely  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  ask  that  full  facilities  be  provided  therein  for 
this  purpose.  In  the  older  libraries  of  even  large  towns 
the  reference  department  is  often  housed  in  a  room  of 
insufficient  size.  It  seems  to  have  been  regarded  as  a  place 
where  books  too  large  for  the  lending  library  could  be  dumped, 
and  in  practice  the  chief  use  made  of  it  was  the  perusal  of 
directories  and  the  thumbing  of  bound  volumes  of  the 
illustrated  papers. 

Of  late  years  this  feeling  has  to  a  large  extent  changed. 
It  is  seen  that  the  reference  department  of  the  public  library 
is  the  only  place  for  quiet  reading  for  the  thousands  of  young 
fellows  who  live  in  shops  or  lodgings.  This  is  especially 
the  case  in  London  and  our  larger  cities.  We  have  had  a 
discussion  this  morning  on  newsrooms  and  heard  strong 
opinions  that  they  might  well  be  discarded.  If  space  has 
to  be  curtailed  in  any  department,  would  it  not  be  better 
for  the  community  to  give  a  young  fellow  room  to  learn, 
say,  shorthand,  than  to  give  him  an  evening  halfpenny 
paper,  most  of  the  **  news  "  in  which  will  be  contradicted 
in  the  issue  of  the  following  day  ? 

I  would  suggest  that  in  the  ideal  library  the  public 
portion  of  the  reference  library  might  well  be  divided  into 
two.  In  one  portion  the  dictionaries,  encyclopaedias,  direc- 
tories, etc.,  which  are  in  constant  demand  might  be  used. 
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and  the  other  portion  of  the  room  could  be  practically 
reserved  for  the  more  studious  reader.  In  providing  accom- 
modation for  the  student,  attention  should  be  given  to  his 
wants,  and  elbow  room  in  abundance  be  given.  The  ideal 
provision  is  that  of  a  separate  table  for  each  reader,  so 
designed  and  placed  as  to  shield  him  from  the  observation 
of  other  readers  and  give  a  feeling  of  cosiness  and  privacy. 
This  is  by  no  means  unnecessary  for  many  cannot  properly 
work  under  the  noisy  conditions  found  in  some  libraries. 
Only  last  week  a  student  feelingly  told  me  that  he  could 
not  study  in  a  certain  library,  which  has  a  lofty  iron  roof 
full  of  echoes.  He  stated  that  he  felt  much  the  same 
sensation  as  if  he  were  sitting  in  a  railway  station,  and  so 
was  incapable  of  concentrating  attention  upon  his  work. 
To  provide  separate  tables  as  suggested  for  each  student 
reader,  a  minimum  of  20  square  ft.  of  floor  space  should 
be  allowed,  but  for  the  ordinary  reader  15  ft.  will  be 
sufficient. 

With  regard  to  the  provision  of  lecture  halls  in  connec- 
tion with  libraries,  I  must  frankly  say  that  I  am  of  opinion 
that  they  are  not  worth  the  expense  of  their  building  and 
upkeep.  Providing  them  seems  to  me  to  be  foreign  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Libraries  Acts,  and  it  is  folly  to  burden  the 
already  overloaded  penny  rate  with  their  cost. 

The  plans  to  which  I  would  call  your  attention  are 
those  of  Hammersmith,  Islington  and  Leicester.  Special 
study  should  also  be  made  of  the  competitive  plans  for  the 
new  Mitchell  Library  at  Glasgow,  which  when  erected  will 
be  one  of  the  greatest  of  our  municipal  library  buildings. 

In  all  public  libraries  the  public  rooms  should  be  so 
planned  as  to  allow  a  maximum  of  natural  light.  Where 
light  can  only  be  obtained  from  side  windows,  no  room 
should  be  more  than  30  ft.  in  width,  and  if  the  street  is 
narrow  and  high  buildings  obstruct  the  view,  20  ft.  is  quite 
wide  enough.  In  the  latter  case  a  style  of  architecture 
should  be  adopted  which  allows  of  large  square  windows 
high  up  in  the  walls,  and  they  should  be  glazed  with  large 
sheets  of  glass,  rather  than  with  the  art  filigree  work  so 
often  used,  which  obstructs  50  per  cent,  of  the   light.     A 


Library  Planning,  183 

simple  experiment  will  show  the  importance  of  ample 
window  space.  If  an  opaque  screen,  7  ft.  in  height,  be 
placed  over  the  upper  portion  of  a  window  8  ft.  in  height, 
and  light  be  admitted  to  a  room  from  the  bottom  portion 
only,  it  will  be  found  that  the  quantity  of  light  so  obtained 
is  one-sixth  of  that  admitted  from  the  same  area  of  glass 
exposed  when  the  screen  is  dropped  and  light  is  admitted 
through  one  foot  of  the  top  portion  of  the  window.  It  is 
therefore  most  important,  not  only  to  have  the  windows 
high,  but  to  adopt  a  square  shape  as  free  from  obstructive 
ornament  as  possible.  Incidentally,  this  will  help  the 
ventilation,  for  the  effect  of  windows  slightly  open,  near 
the  ceiling  of  a  crowded  room,  is  to  freshen  the  air  with 
a  minimum  of  draught.  The  window-sills  should  be  about 
6  ft.  from  the  floor,  especially  in  newsrooms,  to  allow  the 
provision  of  wall  reading-stands,  and  to  prevent  idlers 
standing  about  looking  into  the  streets. 

The  best  general  arrangement  of  a  newsroom  is  un- 
doubtedly that  of  providing  reading  slopes  for  the  popular 
papers  around  the  wall,  with  tables  occupying  the  centre 
of  the  room.  This  allows  of  easy  supervision.  The  rooms 
should  be  lofty.  In  my  central  library,  which  is  visited 
by  over  2,000  persons  daily,  they  are  15  ft.  6  ins.  in  height, 
and  I  find  this  norle  too  much.  To  calculate  the  accommoda- 
tion which  can  be  provided  in  a  room  of  a  given  area,  it 
may  be  mentioned  that  it  requires  4  ft.  of  slope  for  each 
large  daily  paper.  The  minimum  width  of  the  tables  is 
3  ft.,  if  readers  are  to  sit  on  both  sides,  and  a  minimum  of 
2  ft.  must  be  allowed  for  each  chair.  The  space  between 
the  tables  should  be  at  least  7  ft.,  and  between  the  ends 
of  the  tables  and  edge  of  newspaper  slopes  at  least  6  ft. 
On  these  lines,  a  room  50  x  24  ft.  with  slopes  on  three  sides 
will  accommodate  about  thirty-five  papers  of  mixed  sizes,  and 
seat  forty  persons.  Counting  each  paper  as  one  reader,  this 
gives  16  ft  per  reader  of  floor  space.  The  same  area,  if 
arranged  for  tables  only,  without  newspaper  slopes,  would 
allow  a  central  gangway,  6  ft.  wide,  the  length  of  the  room, 
and  four  tables,  each  9  ft.  long,  on  either  side,  with  seats 
for  sixty-four  persons.  This  works  out  at  a  superficial  area 
of  about  17  ft.  per  reader. 
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The  Fulham  Central  Library  has  a  well-arranged  read- 
ing-room 71  X  35  ft.,  with  a  newspaper  slope  round  its 
walls  and  tables  in  the  centre.  There  are  forty-two  papers 
on  the  slopes  and  seats  for  ninety-six  readers.  The  gang- 
ways are  ample,  and  the  floor  space  per  reader  is  18  ft. 

I  have  so  far  spoken  entirely  about  the  rooms  used  by 
the  public ;  but  the  working  requirements  of  the  library  also 
want  due  consideration.  The  librarian  must  have  an  office. 
In  the  smaller  libraries  this  should  be  near  the  issue  desk  of 
the  lending  library.  In  the  larger  libraries  it  will  be  better 
placed  in  conjunction  with  the  reference  department.  It 
should  be  of  considerable  size,  for  in  many  cases  it  will  be 
used  for  sub-committee  meetings.  Generally  the  room  will 
be  shelved  for  the  reception  of  books  on  bibliography,  cata- 
logues and  the  other  working  tools  of  the  librarian. 

In  large  libraries  there  should  be  a  fireproof  strong-room, 
on  the  same  floor  as  the  reference  department,  for  storing 
rarities,  also  rooms  for  storage  of  newspaper  files  and  books 
withdrawn  for  binding.  Space  must  also  be  provided  for 
the  entry  and  cataloguing  of  new  books.  Stafl"  mess-rooms 
are  also  necessary,  and  if  the  employees  are  of  both  sexes, 
suitable  lavatory  arrangements  for  each. 

In  any  library  which  is  likely  to  obtain  valuable  books, 
either  by  gift  or  purchase,  a  room  should  be  provided  with 
a  north  light,  in  which  copies  of  prints  and  plates  may  be 
made  by  photography,  so  as  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  valu- 
able books  being  taken  from  the  premises.  This  need  cost 
but  little,  a  room  on  the  top  of  the  building  15  x  10  ft.  with  a 
dark  room  for  changing  plates  being  all  that  is  necessary. 

Before  planning  a  building  the  architect  should  obtain 
from  the  librarian  a  clear  idea  of  the  method  of  work  to  be 
employed  in  it.  In  a  lending  library  there  are  three  modes 
of  issue — with  an  indicator,  without  an  indicator,  and 
allowing  readers  to  select  their  own  books  from  the  shelves, 
usually  termed  the  "  open-access  "  system.  In  each  case  the 
arrangement  of  the  counters  and  shelving  will  be  diff'erent. 
If  an  indicator  is  used,  a  counter  not  more  than  2  ft.  9  ins. 
in  height  is  required  upon  which  it  can  be  placed,  and 
a  good  light  is  necessary  on  both  sides.     An  indicator  re- 
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quires  about  i  ft.  3  ins.  of  counter  space  for  the  display 
of  each  1,000  numbers,  and  the  counter  should  be  long- 
enough  to  take  indicator  for  future  additions,  display-case 
for  new  books,  and  an  issue  desk  for  each  10,000  volumes*^ 
In  the  larger  libraries  it  will  be  best  to  break  the  indicator 
up  into  blocks  of  2,000  or  3,000  and  separate  them  by  a 
show-case  or  issue  desk,  so  as  to  distribute  the  readers  con- 
sulting it  The  space  allowed  the  public  in  front  of  the 
indicator  is,  in  most  libraries,  too  little.  If  a  daily  average 
issue  of  500  volumes  is  expected,  it  should  be  large  enough 
to  comfortably  accommodate  100  persons,  the  maximum 
number  which  may  be  expected  to  be  present  at  one  time  on 
a  busy  Saturday  night. 

If  the  issue  is  worked  without  an  indicator,  each  person 
hands  a  list  of  books  to  the  librarian,  who  selects  what  may 
be  in,  enters  it  up  and  hands  it  over  to  the  borrower.  This 
method  of  issue  is  only  practicable  in  small  libraries,  or 
where  a  large  staff  can  be  employed.  A  considerable  amount 
of  public  space  is  necessary,  but  it  need  not  be  of  the  same 
shape  as  is  necessary  for  the  indicator  system.  For  the 
"open-access"  system  a  small  central  enclosure  for  the 
attendant  is  necessary,  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  room 
with  inlet  and  exit  gates. 

The  bookcases  of  the  lending  library  may,  with  the 
indicator  system,  be  as  near  to  each  other  as  3  ft.  With 
the  "  open-access "  system  a  minimum  of  6  ft.  should  be 
allowed.  If  the  building  is  in  a  neighbourhood  where  it  is 
likely  to  be  thronged  at  certain  hours,  even  more  space  is 
necessary.  With  moderately  large  rooms  it  may  be  roughly 
calculated  that  eighteen  books  may  be  shelved  to  the  square 
foot  with  the  indicator  system  and  fourteen  per  foot  with 
the  open-access  system ;  the  bookcases  being  7  ft.  6  ins. 
in  height,  with  nine  shelves  in  each  division.  Very  few 
lending  libraries  will  require  shelving  for  more  than  25,000 
volumes. 

In  calculating  the  space  required  for  reference  library 
books,  it  must  be  remembered  that  they  include  folios  and 
quartos,  and  require  more  space  per  volume  than  the 
lending  department  stock.     An  ordinary  reference   library 
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store-room,  vrith  cases  3  ft.  apart  and  7  ft.  6  in&  in  height^ 
may  be  calculated  to  shelve  fourteen  volumes  to  the  square 
foot  of  floor  space. 

In  conclusion,  I  trust  that  a  study  of  the  figures  I  have 
given  and  the  plans  exhibited  will  be  of  service  to  library 
committees,  as  giving  them  some  data  from  which  they 
can  calculate  the  possibilities  of  proposed  sites,  and  so  pre- 
vent the  fatal  error  of  purchasing  ground  too  small  for  their 
wants,  and  erecting  buildings  thereon  which  are  incapable 
of  extension  at  some  future  time. 
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the  advantage  of  having  all  the  books  classified  in  one  series  because 
the  varying  sizes  of  books  precluded  this.  A  union  catalogue  placed  in 
the  reference  department  would  be  an  effective  substitute  for  a  single 
classification.  Difficulties  of  ventilation  and  lighting  are  greater  in  a 
Jarge  than  in  a  small  room. 
Museums  Journal  (March). 

HoYLB  (W.  £.).— The  new  Zoological  Institute  at  Breslau  (iUus- 
trated), 

Wilson  (J.  E.).— The  Australian  Museum,  Sydney,  N.S.W. 

Mr.  Edward  Lovett's  Folk  Museum. 
Book-Lover's  Magazine, — Vol.  vi.,  Ft  a. 

Andbrton  (Basil). — Two  minor  books  of  emblems  {illustrated). 

Pollard  (A.  W.).— Peter  Shoeffer  at  work  {illustrated). 

Murdoch  (W.  G.  B.). — Two  royal  bibliophiles. 

31.  Slater  (J.  H.). — A  new  field  for  collectors. 
Baylby  (H.). — Notes  on  watermarks  {illustrated). 
Book-plates  by  J.  Vinycomb,  J.  B.  Pirie,  Willi  Geiger. 

31.  Mr.  Slater  animadverts  on  the  rich  collector  who  secures,  re- 
gardless of  the  feelings  of  any  third  person,  an3rthing  and  everything 
which  his  fancy  dictates  or  the  freaks  of  fashion  may  suggest,  ror  ex- 
ample last  season  sixty-nine  volumes  realised  ;£'24,35i  in  the  London 
sale-rooms.  As  it  is  useless  to  oppose  the  inevitable,  the  only  way  is 
to  look  round  for  fresh  fields  of  enterprise.  Arguing  from  what  has 
happened  in  the  past,  Mr.  Slater  suggests  the  collection  of  eighteenth- 
century  Americana,  and  of  early  books  dealing  with  British  colonies 
and  dependencies. 

American. 

Library  Journal  (March). 

32.  Richardson  (E.  C). — The  library  in  the  community. 

33.  Renninoer  (E.  D.). — The  organisation  of  a  library  in  a  small 
town  :  a  personal  experience. 
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Lane  (W.  C). — Opportunities  for  bibliographical  work. 

Carnegie  library  gifts. 

BosTwicK  (A.  E.).— Free  mail  transmission  of  library  books. 

32.  £.  C.  Richardson  attempts  to  indicate  the  position  held  by  the 
library  in  a  general  sense  in  the  community,  and  to  deduce  from  that 
the  kmd  of  book  to  be  furnished  by  the  public  library.  The  line  of 
argument  is  as  follows :  The  stability  of  any  community  depends  on 
ideas  held  in  common.  The  private  library  contributes  only  by  ac- 
cident to  this  community  of  ideas.  Professional,  technical  and  special 
libraries  contribute  only  to  ideas  common  to  a  class  not  to  the  com- 
munity as  a  whole.  The  task  of  the  public  library  is  to  increase  the 
common  body  of  ideas  in  the  community  (i)  by  instilling  the  same 
ideas  in  all  directly,  (2)  by  equipping  some  specially  adapted  members 
with  ideas  which,  through  conversation,  oratory,  journals  and  social 
life,  will  be  gradually  incorporated  with  the  common  body  of  ideas. 
This  second  method  is  very  important,  and  justifies  expenditure  on  a 
class  of  literature  above  what  appeals  to  the  average  member  of  the 
community.  The  public  library's  primary  function  is,  however,  the 
first  method — the  supply  of  popular  literature  not  over  the  heads  of  the 
people.  Its  fundamental  duty  is  ''to  furnish  non-harmful  literature 
that  will  be  read  by  all,"  on  the  other  hand  "  the  measure  of  value  of  a 
given  book  to  the  community  is  not  necessarily  the  number  of  persons 
by  whom  it  is  used,  but  the  net  product  of  value  to  the  community". 
The  library  must  co-operate  with  the  schools,  but  its  task  is  the  lifelong 
education  of  grown  people. 

33.  The  library  movement  in  the  town  under  consideration  had  its 
origin  in  the  Library  Department  of  the  Local  Civic  Club  which  had 
collected  $1,000  to  start  the  work  with.  It  was  decided  to  carry  out 
a  "  book  reception  ".  This  involved  the  getting  out  of  an  address  book 
with  the  amount  that  might  be  expected  to  be  given  marked  against 
each  name,  and  the  preparation  of  book  slips  containing  the  title  and 
price  of  the  various  books  considered  desirable  to  obtain.  The  money 
in  hand  went  to  the  purchase  of  supplies  and  of  a  nucleus  of  books. 
The  majority  of  the  people  were  at  first  indifferent,  so  resort  was  had 
to  the  press.  Library  Notes  appeared  almost  every  day,  followed  by 
longer  articles  on  public  libraries  in  general  and  particularly  those 
of  the  neighbouring  towns.  No  one  escaped  the  petition  for  gifts  and 
books,  even  the  babies  being  circularised  and  requested  to  donate  such 
volumes  as  the  Lang  fairy  books.  This  had  a  good  effect  on  the 
mothers  who  had  previously  held  aloof  from  the  library  movement. 
All  gifts  were  acknowledged  in  the  newspapers  and  the  spirit  of  emula- 
tion helped  to  swell  the  total.  The  "  book  reception  "  realised  I900  in 
cash  and  1,500  vols.  The  library  opened  with  the  assurance  of  nearly 
5,000  vols,  though  some  were  not  ordered  at  the  time.  There  was  no 
rush  of  borrowers  to  register,  but  the  circulation  grew  gradually  so  that 
after  a  year's  organising  work  the  library  could  be  left  a  going  concern* 

Public  Libraries  (March). 

Henry  (W.  E.). — Scholarship  for  the  trained  librarian. 
Caldwell  (M.  H.). — Gold  ink  marking. 
Library  schools. 
Summer  library  schools. 
Training  classes  in  libraries. 

34.  Hardy  (E.  A.).— The  training  of  librarians  in  the  province  of 

Ontario. 
34.  The  writer  suggests  several  means  by  which  the  librarians  of 
the  province  may  receive  technical  training:  by  county  institutes,  by 
a  brief  course  in  one  of  the  large  libraries,  by  attendance  at  an  es« 
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tablished  summer  school,  by  a  regular  course  or  by  a  correspondence 
course  at  a  library  school.  If  trained  service  is  necessary  in  libraries 
as  in  schools,  the  Government  should  deal  with  the  matter  and  organise 
a  course  of  instruction.  Certificates  might  be  granted  to  those  taking 
the  course,  and  a  bonus  might  be  given  to  libraries  employing  certifi- 
cated librarians,  or  the  maximum  grant  only  given  to  such. 

French. 

Bulletin  dts  BibliotfUques  pofmlaircs  (January- February). 

35.  Lanolois  (Ch.  v.). — Programme  of  the  Bulletin  reviews. 

J5.  The  writer  points  out  the  importance  of  public  libraries  and 
gives  a  sketch  of  their  rise  in  France.  At  the  time  of  the  Revolution 
the  Convention  Nationale  formed  the  project  of  founding  libraries  ac- 
cessible to  all  in  the  543  districts,  but  these  soon  fell  out  of  use.  Those 
established  in  1803,  however,  in  connection  with  the  central  schools  of 
each  department  have  developed  into  the  large  municipal  libraries  of 
the  present  day.  There  are  about  100  of  these.  Under  Louis  Philippe 
there  were  vague  thoughts  of  establishing  public  libraries,  but  they  led 
to  nothing,  and  it  was  left  to  private  enterprise  to  found  the  first  com- 
munal libraries.  In  1862  the  Franklin  Society  was  formed  to  further 
the  good  work,  and  its  example  was  followed  by  such  bodies  as  the 
"  Ligue  de  TEnseignement ".  In  1873  the  State  intervened  and  promised 
support  to  all  communal  and  public  libraries  which  would  submit  to 
its  control.  The  figures  for  1902  show  the  existence  of  2,911  public 
libraries  receiving  assistance  from  the  State,  with  a  total  of  4,166,417 
volumes.  There  are  also  estimated  to  be  1,000  unassisted  public 
libraries.  Another  class  is  composed  of  the  "  Bibliothdques  scolaires  " 
or  "  Bibliothdques  populaires  des  Ecoles  publiques,"  first  established  in 
the  schools  in  i860  with  the  idea  not  only  of  supplying  class  books  for 
the  children  but  instructive  and  attractive  works  for  lending  to  the 
parents  and  families.  In  1902  there  were  4^,411  such  book  deposits, 
comprising  6,978,503  vols,  (including  class  books).  Although  these 
figures  are  imposing,  the  writer  adds  that  on  investigation  affairs  do 
not  appear  so  satisfactory.  Five-sixths  of  the  public  libraries  have  no 
money  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  the  State  grant  to  the  school 
libraries  has  fallen  off  from  250,000  fr.  in  1884  to  113,000  fr.  in  1904. 

Bulletin  du  Bibliographile  (February). 

Hanstaux  (G.). — Heredia,  book-lover  and  librarian. 
ViCAiRE  (G.). — Bibliography  of  the  works  of  Jos6  Maria  de  Here- 
dia. 
Urbain  (Ch.).— Pierre  Taisand,  a  cousin  of  Bossuet  {concluded). 

Bulletin  du  Bibliographile  (March). 

P^LissiER  (L.  G.). — Letters  by  various  French  writers. 

Db  Lacretelle  (P.). — Notes  on  Claude  de  Trellon  {concluded), 

OuLMONT  (Ch.). — On  a  copy  of  Paul  et  Virginie, 

Obsequies  of  M.  Anatole  Cfaudin. 

Italian. 

La  Bibliofilia  (February-March). 

Lozzi  (C). — The  festivals  of  the  Italian  communes  and  in  parti- 
cular the  patron  saint  of  Ascoli  and  of  earthquakes  {illus- 
trated). 

De  Pava  (E.  V.).— Two  MSS.  on  the  sphere  {illustrated). 
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BoppiTO  (G.).— Essay  in  the  bibliography  of  Italian  aeronautics 
(UlustraUd). 

Cblanx  (E.). — Dedications,  notes,  etc.,  at  the  Royal  Angelica  Lib- 
rary, Rome. 

German. 

Ccntralblatt  fiir  Bibliothekswesen  (March). 

36.  ScHWENKB  (P.). — The  material  budget  of  libraries  and  cata- 
logues. 

CuRTius  (C). — On  some  printing  by  Balhom  in  the  town  library 
at  Lubeck. 

Clemen  (O.). — Bibliographical  items  on  the  history  of  the  Refor- 
mation. 

A  new  book  support. 

36.  The  article  begins  with  an  examination  of  the  actual  budgets 
of  various  German  libraries.  Material  and  personal  elements  of  ex- 
penditure are  separated  and  the  various  items  in  the  former  are  com- 
pared with  the  amount  spent  on  "  library  improvement "  which  is  taken 
as  a  standard.  The  "  library  improvement  **  fund  consists  of  the  ex- 
penditure on  books  and  binding.  The  following  items  are  considered : 
MainUnanu  (heating,  lighting,  cleaning,  etc.). — Twenty-two  libraries  give 
an  average  of  11  per  cent,  of  the  "library  improvement"  expenditure, 
ranging  u'om  37  to  29  per  cent.,  and  in  one  case  42*3  per  cent  It  is 
stated  to  be  a  rising  quantity.  Carriage  and  Freight — From  o'z  to 
2*2  per  cent,  (in  one  case  5*9  per  cent),  the  mean  being  7  per  cent. 
Writing  Materials  and  Printing, — Of  twenty-five  libraries  the  mean  is 
3*6  per  cent.  In  the  Royal  Libranr,  Berlin,  the  percentage  is  11  on 
account  of  the  expenses  of  title  and  catalogue  printing.  Wages. — In 
some  places  it  is  noted  that  this  is  in  excess  of  the  salaries'  grant  When 
comparing  the  expenditure  on  cataloguing  with  the  standard  it  must  be 
remembered  that  much  of  it  comes  under  "  writing  materials  and  print- 
ing," and  the  pasting  in  of  slips  and  the  repair  of  the  volumes,  if  the 
catalogue  is  in  that  form,  comes  under  "  Binding  ".  The  average  of  the 
returns  sent  in  works  out  at  2*4  per  cent.,  or  3*6  if  the  Royal  Library  be 
included.  When  high  the  expenses  of  cataloguing  are  generally  met 
by  a  special  grant,  and  do  not  come  in  the  ordinary  budget  Four 
principles  are  next  laid  down  :  (i)  The  management  should  provide  for 
the  complete  internal  and  external  renewal  of  the  catalogue  eveiy  fifty 
years.  (2)  Both  author  and  subject  catalogues  should  l^  accessible  to 
the  public.  This  involves  having  a  duplicate  catalogue.  (3)  The  cata- 
logue should  be  printed.  This  has  only  been  done  hitherto  in  small 
libraries.  Of  the  large  German  libraries  only  nine  possess  a  printed 
catalogue  of  reference  books,  only  eight  one  of  periodicals,  and  three 
or  four  have  published  catalogues  of  local  history  and  topography. 
(4)  Extra  help  must  be  obtained  and  the  pay  to  some  extent  come  n-om 
the  general  funds.  Schwenke  concludes  that  all  this  cannot  be  done 
with  a  sum  from  2  to  4  per  cent,  of  the  "  library  improvement "  grant, 
and  that  therefore  catalogues  should  have  a  special  place  on  the 
budget 

Belgian. 

Revue  des  Bibliothiques  et  Archives  de  Belgique  (January-February). 
Fairon  (E.)* — The  library  of  a  canon  of  Lidge  in  1614. 
Hansay  (A.). — Supplement   to  the  summary  inventory  of  State 

archivists  at  Hasselt. 
CuvBLiBR  (J.). — The  education  of  archivists. 


REVIEWS. 

BIBLIOTHECA  CHEMICA:  a  catalogue  of  the  alchemical,  chemical 
and  pharmaceutical  books  in  the  collection  of  the  late  James  Young 
of  Kelly  and  Durris,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  F.R.S,E.  By  John 
Ferguson.  2  vols.  4to.  Glasgow:  James  Maclehose  &  Sons, 
1906. 

It  may  be  said  at  once  that  these  volumes  form  a  notable  contri- 
bution to  scientific  bibliography.  The  library  itself  was  formed  by 
James  Young,  founder  of  the  paraffin  oil  industry  in  Scotland,  who 
died  in  1883,  and  whose  life  will  be  found  recorded  in  the  Dictionary 
of  National  Biography,  The  cataloguer,  to  whom  the  work  has  evi- 
dently been  a  labour  of  love,  is  Prof.  John  Ferguson,  Regius  Professor 
of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Glasgow.  In  his  introduction  he 
speaks  of  the  recent  movement  towards  the  study  of  the  history  of 
medicine  and  of  the  natural  sciences  and  of  its  progress  in  Germany. 
Very  little  attention  has  been  bestowed  on  these  subjects  in  this 
country,  but  Pro£  Ferguson  is  not  quite  correct  in  saying  that  "  as  yet 
no  action  in  this  direction  has  been  taken  in  Britain,'*  for  a  few  years 
ago  a  Lectureship  in  the  History  of  Medicine  was  established  at  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians,  London.  At  any  rate  the  present  volumes 
form  a  good  basis  for  the  history  of  chemistry,  for  the  entries  are  by 
no  means  confined  to  the  mere  transcript  of  the  title-pages,  but  accurate 
biographical  and  bibliographical  annotations  are  appended  together 
with  a  list  of  authorities  where  further  information  may  be  obtained. 
The  labour  involved  must  have  been  severe.  As  typical  examples  may 
be  noticed  the  entries  under  Robert  Boyle,  where  there  are  nine  works 
catalogued  with  bibliographical  notes  to  each,  two  cross-references,  a 
short  account  of  his  life  and  thirty-five  exact  references  (edition,  vol. 
no.  of  page,  etc)  to  works  giving  further  information,  and  Paracelsus, 
with  five  main  entries,  twenty-six  cross-references  and  189  references 
to  other  works.  The  collection  consists  of  about  1,300  separate  volumes 
and  pamphlets.  The  print  and  get-up  of  the  book  are  satisfactory  in 
every  respect,  except  for  want  of  uniformity  in  the  colour  of  the  paper, 
some  of  the  sheets  being  white  and  some  of  a  light  yellow  tint.  Each 
volume  contains  a  portrait  of  James  Young,  the  founder  of  the  library. 

R.  P. 

BULLETIN  DES  BIBLIOTHEQUES  POPULAIRES.  Publi6 
sous  les  auspices  de  la  Biblioth^que  de  I'Bnseignement  public  et  de 
rinspection  G6n6rale  des  Bibliothdques  Secretaire  de  la  Redaction : 
M.  M.  Pellisson,  41,  rue  Gay- Lussac,  Paris.  8vo.  Paris:  fidouard 
Corn61y.     10  numbers  annually — Subscription,  4  fr. 

We  have  received  the  first  three  numbers  of  this  new  journal  to 
which  we  wish  every  success.     Its  principal  objects  will  be  to  further 
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the  cause  of  public  libraries  in  France,  and  to  supply  a  criticism  of  new 
books  published  in  French  adapted  to  those  who  administer  and  fre- 
quent municipal  and  public  libraries.  All  books  considered  not  worth 
a  place  in  such  libraries,  and  all  technical  manuals  which  presuppose 
special  knowledge,  will  be  excluded  from  the  scheme.  Stress  will  be 
laid  in  particular  on  trustworthy  books  in  which  knowledge  is  popula- 
rised in  the  best  sense  of  the  word.  Such  a  journal  does  not  lend  itself 
to  abstracting  in  our  columns,  but  we  give  elsewhere  a  summary  of  the 
introductory  article  on  the  present  state  of  French  popular  libraries,  and 
any  further  articles  on  library  economy  will  be  noticed. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  BODLEIAN  AND  OTHER  ESSAYS.    By 

Augustine  Birrell.    London :  Elliot  Stock,  1905.    Large  crown  8vo, 

314  pp.     Price  58.  net. 

These  twenty-seven  essays,  by  the  present  Minister  of  Education, 
should  appeal  strongly  to  librarians  and  bookmen,  as  many  of  them 
deal  with  subjects  which  savour  distinctly  of  libraries,  and  of  books  as 
books.  The  title-essay,  which  is  the  first  and  longest  in  the  volume,  is 
a  very  interesting  account  of  the  early  history  of  the  library  at  Oxford 
founded  by  Thomas  Bodley,  which  brings  to  light  some  facts  more  or 
less  hidden  and  forgotten. 

Of  particular  interest  to  librarians  is  the  essay  entitled  "  Librarians 
at  Play  *\  It  is  evidently  inspired  by  perusing  a  record  of  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  International  Conference  of  1897,  ^^^  introduces  the 
names  of  a  number  of  librarians  who  contributed  papers  on  that  oc- 
casion. That  it  is  written,  like  many  other  essays  by  Mr.  Birrell,  in  a 
playful  mood  is  indicated  by  the  opening  and  closing  sentences  of  the 
essay  which  run  thus :  "No  man  of  feeling  will  grudge  the  librarians  of 
the  universe  their  annual  outing,"  and  '*  Long  may  librarians  live  and 
flourish  I  May  their  salaries  increase,  if  not  by  leaps  and  bounds,  yet 
in  steady  proportions.  Yet  will  they  do  well  to  remember  that  books 
are  not  everything. ** 

The  following  are  the  titles  of  some  of  the  "  booky  "  essays :  "  Book- 
worms," "Confirmed  Readers,"  "First  Editions,"  "Old  Booksellers"; 
and  there  are  others  which  are  more  purely  literary  and  biographical 
in  their  interest,  such  as  those  entitled  "  Boswell  as  Biographer,"  "  Lord 
Chesterfield"  and  "A  Connoisseur,"  which  latter  is  a  delightful  ap- 
preciation of  the  author's  father-in-law,  Frederick  Locker.  There  are 
two  essays  on  Hannah  More,  which  cannot  by  any  means  be  called 
appreciative,  which  is  perhaps  small  cause  for  wonder,  yet  are  they  not 
unkindly  adverse,  just  a  little  amusing.  All  the  essays  are  in  the  usual 
brilliant  style  of  Mr.  Birrell,  with  touches  of  humour,  generally  quiet 
though  occasionally  boisterous,  which  add  considerably  to  the  joy  of 
reading  them.  Some  of  the  essays  are  reprinted  from  the  Spectator  and 
other  periodicals,  but  most  are  here  published  for  the  first  time. 

H.  B. 


NOTES  AND  NEWS. 

Readers  arc  desired  to  address  communications  for  the  Notes  and  News 
section  {Adoptions,  Benefactions,  New  Buildings^  Notes  on  Library  Practice, 
Appointments,  Obituaries)  to  Mr,  Henry  Bond,  Whitcomb  House,  Whitcomb 
Strut,  Pall  Mall  East,  S.W. 

ADOPTIONS. 

HORWICH.— The  Public  Libraries  Acts  were  adopted  on  the  4th 
April  by  the  Horwich  Council. 

LLANGOLLEN.— The  Urban  District  Council  of  Llangollen 
adopted  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  at  a  meeting  of  the  Council  held 
on  the  14th  March. 

PONTYPOOL.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Pontypool  District  Council, 
held  on  the  28th  February,  it  was  decided  to  adopt  the  Public  Libraries 
Acts,  to  come  into  operation  from  the  31st  March. 

BENEFACTION. 

BLACKPOOL.— Mr.  Carnegie  has  offered  ;f  15,000  to  the  Black- 
pool Town  Council  for  the  erection  of  a  new  building  for  the  Public 
Library.  A  local  paper  states  that  this  is  the  largest  amount  yet  given 
by  Mr.  Carnegie  to  a  borough  of  the  size  of  Blackpool. 

NEW  BUILDINGS  AND  EXTENSIONS. 

ABERYSTWYTH.— The  new  Public  Library  at  Aberystwyth  was 
opened  on  the  20th  February  by  Mrs.  Vaughan  Da  vies,  wife  of  the 
County  Member.  Principal  Roberts  delivered  an  address  on  the  re- 
lation of  the  public  library  to  the  higher  life  of  Wales. 

ASHBY. — The  Public  Library  at  the  small  townof  Ashby,  Lincoln- 
shire, was  opened  on  the  28th  March,  by  Mrs.  Frank  Chatterton,  and 
the  opening  address  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Chatterton. 

ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD.-The  opening  ceremony  of  the 
Ashton-in-Makerfield  Public  Library  was  performed  by  Lord  Gerard  on 
the  17th  March. 

BARRY. — The  new  building  for  the  Barry  Public  Library  was 
formally  opened  on  the  ist  March,  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Ply- 
mouth. In  the  course  of  his  address  the  Earl  of  Plymouth  compli- 
mented Mr.  Carnegie  on  the  method  he  had  chosen  for  disposing  of  his 
wealth,  and  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  cultivation  of  a  taste  for  reading. 

BRISTOL. — A  further  branch  has  been  added  to  the  Bristol  Public 
Libraries  by  the  opening  of  the  library  at  Westbury-on-Trym.  Alderman 
J.  Walls,  Chairman  of  the  Libraries  Committee,  presided,  and  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Mr.  A.  J.  Smith,  declared  the  library  open. 
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DROGHEDA.~The  new  Public  Library  at  Drogheda  was  opened 
on  the  i6th  April,  by  His  Eminence  Cardinal  Logue.  There  was  a 
large  attendance,  and  His  Eminence  gave  an  interesting  address  dealing 
mainly  with  the  cultivation  of  the  love  of  books  and  with  Irish  history. 

DUNFERMLINE.— On  the  loth  March  the  first  of  the  District 
Libraries  to  be  established  by  the  Carnegie  Dunfermline  Trust  was 
opened  at  Townhill,  a  village  to  the  north  of  Dunfermline  but  included 
within  the  burgh.  The  opening  ceremony  was  performed  by  Dr.  John 
Ross. 

ERITH.— The  Erith  Public  Library  was  opened  on  the  7th  April 
by  his  Honour  Judge  Rentoul.  The  ceremony  was  presided  over  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  District  Council,  Mr.  F.  A.  Stone,  J.  P.  Judge 
Rentoul  delivered  an  appropriate  address  of  great  interest. 

FENTON. — The  opening  ceremony  of  the  Fenton  Public  Library 
took  place  on  the  7th  March,  and  was  performed  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Baker^ 
the  donor  of  the  site.  The  principal  address  on  the  occasion  was 
delivered  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee,  Mr.  J.  S.  Goddard. 

GLASGOW.— The  latest  addition  to  the  series  <^  Glasgow  Branch 
Libraries  is  the  Govanhill  District  Library,  which  was  opened  on  the 
15th  March.  Lord  Provost  Bilsland  presided,  and  the  library  was 
declared  open  by  Councillor  McCutcheon. 

HEYWOOD.— The  Public  Library  at  Hejrwood  was  opened  on  the 
17th  March  by  the  Mayor,  Councillor  A.  Smith,  the  ceremony  being 
presided  over  by  Alderman  Heaton,  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee* 

LARNE. — On  the  ist  April  the  opening  ceremony  in  connection 
with  the  Public  Library  at  Lame  was  performed  by  Col.  M'Calmont,  M.  P. 

LEYTON.— On  the  7th  April  the  Branch  Library  at  Lea  Bridge 
Road,  Leyton,  was  formally  opened  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Urban 
District  Council,  Mr.  H.  Heather,  the  Chairman  of  the  Library  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Golightly,  presiding  at  the  ceremony. 

MOTHERWELL.— On  the  5th  April  the  Public  Library  at  Mother- 
well was  opened.  Provost  Purdie  presided,  and  Dr.  Hew  Morrison,, 
representing  Mr.  Carnegie,  declared  the  library  open. 

STEPNEY.— On  the  25th  April  the  Duke  of  Argjrll  opened  the 
Borough  of  Stepney  Reference  Library.  The  new  building  includes  a 
lecture  hall,  a  juvenile  reading-room  and  the  borough  librarian's  office. 
The  ceremony  was  presided  over  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Library  Com- 
mittee, Councillor  S.  B.  Atkinson. 

STOURBRIDGE.— The  Public  Library  at  Stourbridge  was  opened 
on  the  2nd  April.  In  connection  with  the  ceremony  a  public  luncheon 
was  held  at  which  the  principal  speaker  was  Prof.  Churton  Collins,  whO' 
fills  the  Chair  of  Modern  Literature  at  the  Birmingham  University. 

TEDDINGTON.— The  Teddington  Public  Library  was  opened  on 
the  nth  April  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Urban  District  Council,  Mr.  W. 
H.  Y.  Webber,  J. P.,  who  gave  an  interesting  address  of  some  length 
and  appropriate  for  the  occasion.  The  ceremony  was  presided  over  by- 
Councillor  H.  Whitten,  the  Vice-Chairman  of  the  District  Council. 

WAKEFIELD.— The  Wakefield  Public  Library  was  opened  on 
the  7th  March  by  the  Mayor,  Alderman  H.  S.  Childe,  J.P.,  the  ceremony 
being  presided  over  by  Councillor  E.  Wordsworth,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Library  Committee.  Interesting  speeches  were  delivered  both  by  the 
Chairman  and  the  Mayor. 

^yEST  HOUGHTON.— On  the  24th  March  the  West  Houghton 
Public  Library  was  declared  open  by  Councillor  G.  Grundy,  Chairmaa 
of  the  District  Council.  Mr.  J.  M.  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Library 
Committee,  presided  at  the  ceremony. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

''ACADEBftY"AND  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  MEETINGS.— 

Any  sign  of  advance  in  library  matters  is  a  subject  for  congratulation, 
and  we  are  therefore  glad  to  notice  that  a  paper  of  the  standing  of  the 
Academy  is  now  devoting  attention  to  professional  topics.  In  March 
this  periodical  commenced  a  series  of  reports,  which  have  been  since 
continued,  of  the  Monthly  Meetings  of  the  Library  Association. 

BETHNAL  GREEN  FREE  LIBRARY.— The  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  has  sent  to  the  Secretary  and  Librarian  the  following  letter 
in  connection  with  the  thirtieth  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  this  insti- 
tution, which  is  supported  bv  voluntary  contributions :  **  I  cordially  wish 
every  possible  success  and  blessing  to  the  Bethnal  Green  Free  Library 
and  Its  work".  Field-Marshal  Earl  Roberts  also  writes  :  *'I  note  with 
very  great  interest  that  the  Bethnal  Green  Free  Librarj'  enters  upon  the 
thirty-first  year  of  its  existence  on  the  31st  March.  The  library  can 
look  back  upon  thirty  years  of  useful  work,  during  which  time  it  ha» 
enabled  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  to  enjoy  the  delights  of  read- 
ing. It  has  already  contributed  to  the  education  of  a  whole  generation,, 
and  I  trust  that  it  may  continue  to  afford  instruction  to  many  a  genera- 
tion to  come."  The  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Lord  Brassey,  Lord 
Tennyson,  Lord  Kinnaird,  Sir  T.  Fowell  Buxton,  Sir  G.  Faudel  Phillips,. 
Sir  Charles  Tennant  and  others  have  also  sent  congratulatory  letters. 

BETTING  NEWS.— East  Ham,  Newport  (Mon.)  and  Nottingham 
have  been  added  to  the  places  which  have  decided  to  obliterate  betting 
news  from  the  newspapers  provided  in  the  newsrooms. 

It  was  unanimously  decided  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Gravesend 
Public  Library  Committee  not  to  *'  black  out "  any  of  the  contents  of 
the  papers  in  the  reading-rooms,  as  the  betting  evil  was  practically 
non-existent  in  the  library. 

CAMBRIDGE  UNIVERSITY  EXTENSION  LECTURES.— A 
meeting  of  University  Extension  students  and  others  will  be  held  at 
Cambridge  from  the  2nd  to  28th  August.  The  meeting  will  be  divided 
into  two  parts,  from  2nd  to  15th  August  and  from  15th  to  28th,  of  which 
either  or  both  may  be  attended.  The  principal  subject  of  study  will  be 
the  eighteenth  century,  especially  from  1714  to  1789.  The  follow- 
ing lectures  by  experts  have  been  arranged:  History,  28  lectures; 
Literature,  28;  Art,  12;  France  (delivered  in  French),  9;  Science,  19;. 
Education  and  Social  Reform,  22 ;  Lectures  for  foreign  students,  12 ; 
Theology,  21 .  The  prices  of  tickets  for  the  whole  course  vary  from  los.  to 
£2^  and  for  either  half  of  the  Summer  Meeting  from  7s.  6d.  to  25s.  Ac- 
commodation can  be  obtained  in  certain  Colleges  at  an  inclusive  charge 
of  30S.  a  week,  but  for  this  preference  is  assigned  to  holders  of  Extension 
Scholarships,  Extension  students  and  teachers.  In  connection  with 
the  lectures  a  full  and  useful  list  of  books  for  preliminary  reading  is 
issued  which  covers  thirty- two  pages  of  a  demy  octavo  pamphlet. 
Forms  of  entry  for  the  lectures  and  further  information  can  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  Rev.  D.  H.  S.  Cranage,  Syndicate  Buildings,. 
Cambridge.  We  commend  these  meetings  to  our  readers,  not  only  as 
an  instructive  but  a  pleasant  way  of  spending  a  portion  of  their  summer 
vacation. 

CRITICISM  IN  THE  LORDS.— On  his  remarks  on  Lord  James 
of  Hereford's  Bill,  Lord  Camperdown,  a  Scotch  Peer,  remarked  that 
it  would  be  a  mistake  to  give  County  Councils  power  to  erect  public 
libraries,  and  he  thought  that  the  Councillors  coming  early  would  spend 
their  time  in  reading  French  novels ! 


196  The  Library  Association  Record. 

HEREFORDSHIRE  SCHOOL  AND  PARISH  LIBRARIES.— 

At  the  March  Meeting  of  the  Library  Association,  reported  elsewhere 
in  this  issue,  the  Bishop  of  Hereford  in  the  discussion  spoke  of  a 
scheme  of  school  libraries  which  he  has  promulgated  in  Herefordshire. 
The  Bishop  has  since  sent  us  a  letter  from  which  we  quote  with 
pleasure  both  because  of  the  further  details  of  his  scheme  contained 
m  it  and  because  it  sets  forth  some  ideas  of  the  Bishop  on  county 
libraries.     He  writes  thus: — 

"  As  you  will  understand  my  scheme  is  quite  experimental,  and  I 
expect  many  improvements  will  suggest  themselves.  Taking  a  county 
like  this  I  feel  that  some  such  scheme  could  easily  be  worked  from  the 
Free  Library  of  the  county  town  if^  say  (i)  a  small  library  committee 
were  appointed  in  each  county  parish  ;  (2)  the  parish  committee  were 
required  to  pay  say  los.  per  annum  for  every  box  of  twenty-five  books 
circulating  in  the  parish ;  (3)  the  managers  of  the  elementary  school  or 
the  parish  committee  were  required  to  pay  20s.  per  annum  for  a  box 
of  fifty  books.  The  county  education  authorities  should,  I  think,  pay 
half  the  cost  of  the  school  boxes,  and  a  small  grant  in  aid  from  the 
Exchequer  to  the  Central  Library  would  make  it  worth  their  while  to 
do  this  county  work  in  addition  to  and  in  connection  with  their  work 
in  the  town.  My  school  boxes  cost  about  £j^  each,  including  both  box 
and  books,  the  parish  boxes  about  £2  2s.  to  £2  los.  each.  Each  box  is 
really  a  cupboard  with  shelves  and  doors  to  open  in  front,  so  that  it 
stands  in  a  school  or  house  as  a  book-shelf." 

LADY  PUPIL  AT  BRENTFORD.— At  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Library  Committee  the  Librarian  reported  that  a  lady  had  called  upon 
him  and  asked  him  to  instruct  her  m  the  duties  of  a  librarian,  stating 
that  she  had  come  from  New  Zealand  where  she  had  an  offer  of  a  small 
librarianship.  The  Library  Committee  considered  the  request  a  com- 
pliment both  to  the  Brentford  Librarian  and  to  the  Brentford  Library, 
and  agreed  to  the  proposal  that  she  should  serve  in  the  library  for  two 
months. 

BOURNEMOUTH  SCHOOL  LIBRARIES.— A  system  of  school 
libraries  has  been  put  into  operation  at  Bournemouth,  the  cost  being 
defrayed  by  the  Education  Committee  and  the  administrative  work 
undertaken  by  the  Library  Committee.  At  Exeter  a  joint  Sub-Com- 
mittee of  the  Library  Committee  and  Education  Committee  has  been 
in  conference  on  the  same  subject,  and  after  considering  a  practical 
scheme  for  the  formation  and  maintenance  of  school  libraries,  -prepared 
by  the  City  Librarian  with  the  Clerk  to  the  Education  Committee, 
arrived  at  the  following  resolutions :  (a)  That  the  principle  of  providing 
school  libraries  be  affirmed ;  (6)  that  the  present  time  is  inopportune 
for  adopting  the  scheme  as  a  whole  ;  (c)  that  the  Education  Committee 
be  asked  to  consider  the  establishment  of  a  scheme  of  libraries  for  ele- 
mentary schools  after  consultation  with  the  headmasters. 

THEFTS  FROM  LONDON  LIBRARIES.— A  man  givine  the 
name  of  Frank  Bayford,  but  subsequently  identified  as  a  Swiss  subject, 
was  arrested  while  attempting  to  sell  a  book,  stolen  from  the  Patent 
Office  Library,  to  Messrs.  Poole  of  Charing  Cross  Road.  The  book- 
sellers in  question  had  previously  bought  volumes  from  the  prisoner 
from  which  the  library  marks  had  been  neatly  erased,  but  suspicion 
having  been  aroused  they  were  requested  to  detain  him  on  his  next  ap- 
pearance. The  prisoner  was  found  to  have  also  sold  other  volumes  to 
Messrs.  C.  &  E.  Brown,  of  Queen's  Road,  Ba3r8water.  On  the  aoth 
March  he  was  tried  at  the  Clerkenwell  Sessions  and  sentenced  to  twenty- 
one  months'  hard  labour  and  to  be  reported  for  deportation  on  the  expiry 
of  that  term. 
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At  Bow  Street  recently  Cyril  Doyle,  an  actor,  living  at  Medwin 
Street,  Clapham,  was  charged  on  remand  with  stealing  two  books,  value 
£2  68.,  the  property  of  the  Honourable  Society  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  from 
Lincoln's  Inn  Library.  The  prisoner  now  pleaded  "Guilty";  and, 
previous  convictions  having  been  proved,  the  magistrate  sentenced 
him  to  six  months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 

WESTMINSTER  REFERENCE  LIBRARIES.— An  interesting 
proposal  has  been  suggested  in  Westminster  for  centralising  the  re- 
ference departments  of  the  Public  Libraries,  and  so  for  bringing  together 
under  one  roof  the  large  collection  of  books,  prints,  engravings,  etc., 
which  have  accumulated  in  the  three  public  libraries  in  the  City.  The 
three  libraries  together  contain  about  35,000  volumes  in  their  refer- 
ence departments,  and  at  the  Great  Smith  Street  Library  there  is  a 
collection  of  some  3,000  or  4,000  prints  and  engravings  relating  to 
Westminster.  There  are  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  scheme, 
but  the  proposal  is  a  t<ood  one,  and  the  public  would  benefit  consider- 
ably if  the  scheme  of  centralisation  could  be  carried  out. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Bnrgen  (William). — Mr.  W.  Burgess,  Senior  Assistant,  Bootle 
Public  Library,  has  been  appointed  an  Assistant,  Central  Library, 
Birkenhead. 

Clay  (William).— Mr.  W.  Clay,  Senior  Assistant,  Limehouse  Library, 
Stepney,  has  been  appointed  Librarian  of  Southend. 

Craddock  (Robert  F.).— Mr.  Robert  F.  Craddock,  Chief  Assistant 
in  the  Oxford  Public  Library,  has  been  appointed  Sub-Librarian. 

Crooks  (W.  T.).— Mr.  W.  T.  Crooks  has  been  appointed  Librarian 
of  Lame. 

Faraday  (Joseph  G.).— Mr.  J.  G.  Faraday,  Sub- Librarian,  Hornsey, 
has  been  appointed  Librarian,  Stroud  Green  Branch  Library,  Hornsey. 

Hair  (Alfred). — Mr.  A.  Hair,  Sub-Librarian,  Tynemouth,  has  been 
appointed  Librarian  in  place  of  Mr.  Tidey,  who  has  been  appointed 
Consulting  Librarian  for  a  period  of  three  years  at  a  salary  of  jf  100  a 
year. 

Harris  (William  J.). — Mr.  W.  J.  Harris,  Librarian-in-Charge, 
Stroud  Green  Library,  Hornsey,  has  been  appointed  Borough  Librarian 
of  Bromley,  Kent. 

Hilaon  (J.  Lindsay). — Mr.  J.  L.  Hilson,  Librarian,  Jedburgh,  ha& 
been  appointed  Librarian,  Kelso. 

Minto  (John). — Mr.  J.  Minto,  M.A.,  Chief  Librarian,  Museum 
Curator  and  Director  of  Art  Gallery,  Brighton,  has  been  appointed 
Librarian  of  the  Signet  Library,  Edinburgh. 

Niven  (D.). — Mr.  D.  Niven,  formerly  an  Assistant  at  the  Mitchell 
Library,  Glasgow,  and  latterly  at  the  Johannesburg  Public  Library,  has 
been  appointed  Librarian  of  Bulawayo,  Rhodesia. 

Noyle  (W.  H.).--Mr.  W.  H.  Noyle  has  been  appointed  Librarian  ot 
Littlehampton. 

Savage  (Ernest  A.). — Mr.  E.  A.  Savage,  Borough  Librarian,  Bromley,, 
has  been  appointed  Librarian,  Wallasey. 

Skelton  (W.).— Mr.  W.  Skelton,  a  local  candidate,  has  been  ap- 
pointed Librarian  of  the  King's  Heath  Public  Library,  King's  Norton. 
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Thornsbj  (F.).— Mr.  F.  Thornsby,  Librarian,  Public  Library,  Colwyn 
Bay,  has  been  appointed  Librarian  of  the  Stirchley  Public  Library, 
King's  Norton. 

West  (J.  W.).— Mr.  J.  W.  West,  Assistant,  Grimsby  Public  Library, 
has  been  appointed  Senior  Assistant,  King's  Norton  and  Northfield 
Public  Libraries. 

Woodbine  (H.). — Mr.  H.  Woodbine,  a  local  candidate,  has  been 
appointed  Librarian  of  the  Selly  Oak  Public  Library,  King's  Norton. 

Yates  (Archibald  H.). — Mr.  A.  H.  Yates,  Junior  Assistant,  Homsey 
Central  Library,  has  been  appointed  Senior  Assistant. 

Young  Q.  K.).— Mr.  J.  K.  Young,  a  local  schoolmaster,  has  been 
jippointed  Librarian,  Jedburgh  Public  Library. 


OBITUARY. 

EDMOND  (John  Philip). — It  is  with  profound  regret  that  we  have 
to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  T.  P.  Edmonds  Librarian  of  the  Signet 
Library,  Edinburgh,  which  took  place  at  his  residence,  43  Grange  Road, 
Edinburgh,  on  Tuesday,  the  30th  January,  after  a  very  brief  illness. 

The  death  was  so  tragic  in  its  suddenness  that  the  news  came  as 
a  shock  to  Mr.  Edmond's  many  friends  and  associates  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  for  beseemed  still  to  be  in  the  prime  of  vigour  and  activity. 
It  was  but  a  few  weeks  before  his  death  that  he  was  elected  President 
of  the  Edinburgh  Bibliographical  Society,  and  on  the  occasion  of  the 
delivery  of  his  presidential  address,  he  mapped  out  for  the  society  an 
enlarged  sphere  of  usefulness.  Had  he  lived  to  carry  out  his  projects, 
we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  bibliographical  workers  in  general 
would  have  had  cause  to  remember  the  year  of  his  presidency. 

Bom  in  the  city  of  Aberdeen  in  the  year  1850,  and  educated  at  the 
Belle  Vue  Academy,  Mr.  Edmond,  upon  leaving  school,  entered  his 
father's  publishing  and  bookbinding  business,  where  he  remained  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  1889  he  removed  to  London,  and  was  appointed 
ABsistant  to  the  Librarian  of  Sion  College,  a  position  he  held  for  two 
years.  During  these  two  years  he  rearranged  the  contents  of  the  library, 
numbering  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  volumes,  in  accordance  with 
a  scheme  of  classification,  devised  by  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Milman,  to  meet 
the  special  requirements  of  the  College  collections,  and  based  upon  the 
systems  of  Brunet  and  Dewey. 

If  we  mistake  not  Sion  College  was  the  first  library  in  this  country 
to  closely  classify  its  books  upon  the  shelves.  Whether  this  statement 
be  strictly  accurate  or  not,  it  remains  to  be  said  that  the  long  and 
laborious  piece  of  work  was  carried  out,  by  the  aid  of  one  young 
assistant,  vfith  that  same  care  and  minute  accuracy  which  was  character- 
istic of  all  Mr.  Edmond's  work. 

Concurrently  with  his  position  at  Sion  College,  Mr.  Edmond  filled 
the  office  of  Assistant  Secretary  and  Librarian  of  the  Alpine  Club,  at 
that  time  housed  in  St.  Martin's  Place. 

In  1891  Mr.  Edmond  was  selected  by  the  Earl  of  Crawford  to  take 
charge  of  his  library  at  Hai^h  Hall,  Wigan.  This  position  he  held 
until  1904,  when  he  was  appomted  to  the  Signet  Library,  in  succession 
to  Dr.  T.  Graves  Law. 

During  the  thirteen  years  of  his  residence  at  Haigh,  he  did  much 
to  build  up  the  already  famous  '*  Bibliotheca  Lindesiana,"  and  succeeded 
in  greatly  enriching  the  collections  there  by  his  judicious  purchases. 
The  stones  that  he  told  of  many  of  his  '*  finds  "  seemed  to  lose  the  sober 
colouring  of  fact  and  to  put  on  all  the  rosy  hues  of  romance. 

Before  taking  charge  of  the  Haigh  Hall  Library,  Mr.  Edmond  had 
edited  and  seen  through  the  press  for  Lord  Crawford,  the  Catalogue  of 
English  Ballads  of  the  Seventunth  and  Eightunth  Centuries  in  the  Bibliotheca 
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Lindesiana,  Immediately  upon  his  removal  to  Haieh,  he  set  to  work 
to  put  the  library  into  working  order,  by  reclassifying  it  upon  the 
shelves  in  accordance  with  Dewey's  system.  When  this  had  been 
accomplished,  he  commenced  what  may  be  termed  his  magnum  opusj 
in  the  shape  of  the  general  catalogue  of  the  printed  books  and  broad- 
sides in  the  library,  arranged  upon  the  modified  dictionary  principle. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  the  work  was  nearing  completion,  the  slips  were 
in  type,  the  end  was  in  view,  and  those  of  his  friends,  who,  like  the 
present  writer,  had  had  the  privilege  of  glancing  through  many  of  the 
proofs,  and  of  talking  over  with  him  many  of  the  difficulties  that  had 
arisen  during  the  progress  of  the  work,  were  awaiting  with  keen,  if  not 
impatient,  interest  the  appearance  of  a  catalogue,  which  was  to  intro- 
duce several  new  and  interesting  features. 

In  the  intervals  of  work  upon  the  ^reat  catalogue,  Mr.  Edmond 
found  time  to  make  some  important  additions  to  the  valuable  series  of 
catalogues  and  collations  of  special  collections  in  the  *' Bibliotheca 
Lindesiana  **.  In  1895  the  Catalogue  of  Chinese  Books  and  Manuscripts 
appeared,  and  in  this  we  have  evidence  of  our  friend's  indomitable 
perseverance,  for,  when  he  went  to  Haigh,  he  knew  nothing  of  Chinese, 
but  by  devoting  his  evenings  to  the  study,  he  speedily  acquired  a  know- 
ledge of  the  language  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  catalogue  the  Chinese 
collection,  to  the  astonishment  of  those  who  were  competent  to  esti- 
mate the  value  of  his  work.  In  1898  the  Catalogue  of  English  Broadsides^ 
1 505-1897,  a  volume  of  nearly  600  pages,  made  its  appearance.  These 
were  followed  in  1901  by  the  Catalogue  of  English  Newspapers^  1641-1666  ; 
in  1902  by  the  [Collations  of  the]  Bulletin  de  PAssembUe  Nationale^  I793t 
and  the  Bulletin  de  la  Convention  Nationale,  1792-1795,  and  in  1903  by  the 
Catalogue  of  a  Collection  of  fiftun  hundred  Tracts  of  Martin  Luther  and  his 
Contemporaries^  1 5 1 1  - 1 598. 

It  is  not  possible  in  a  short  notice  like  the  present  to  do  more  than 
make  passing  reference  to  these  valuable  contributions  to  bibliography. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  in  nearly  every  case  Mr.  Edmond  was  breaking 
new  ground.  So  painstaking  was  he  in  his  investigations,  so  accurate 
in  his  collations  and  descriptions,  and  so  careful  in  his  deductions,  that 
future  workers  in  the  fields  which  he  has  opened  up  may  unhesitatingly 
follow  his  lines  of  investigation  and  build  upon  the  foundations  he  laid. 
Indeed,  it  is  not  possible  to  speak  too  highly  of  Mr.  Edmond's  work  as  a 
bibliographer. 

Already  before  he  left  Aberdeen,  he  had  made  for  himself  a  name 
amongst  bibliographers  by  his  work  The  Aberdeen  Printers^  to  which 
we  still  point  as  a  model  of  what  a  special  bibliography  should  be.  In 
1884  he  edited  Cocke  Lorelles  Bote  from  the  only  known  copy,  printed 
by  Wynkyn  de  Worde.  In  1890,  in  collaboration  with  Dr.  R.  Dickson, 
he  produced  The  A  nnals  of  Scottish  Printing,  for  the  second  part  of  which 
Mr.  Edmond  was  solely  responsible,  as  well  as  for  the  editorship  of  the 
whole  of  this  important  work. 

It  was  at  Mr.  Edmond's  suggestion  in  August,  1901,  that  the  Craw- 
ford collection  of  manuscripts  was  offered  to  Mrs.  Rylands,  and  by  that 
lady  purchased  to  enhance  the  fame  of  her  magnificent  foundation  in 
Manchester. 

As  a  member  of  the  Library  Association  Mr.  Edmond's  loss  will  be 
most  keenly  felt.  He  was  a  life  member,  a  country  member  of  Council, 
and  a  familiar  figure  at  the  annual  meetings.  One  of  the  delijp^hts  of  his 
life  was  to  foregather  with  the  "boys,**  as  he  was  accustomed  uicetiously 
to  refer  to  his  familiar  friends  of  the  Association,  at  the  annual  meetings. 
To  the  publications  of  the  Library  Association  he  was  a  valued  contri- 
butor; his  articles  on  the  cataloguing  of  fifteenth-century  books,  of 
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books  printed  before  1640,  and  on  the  use  of  capitals  are  specially 
noteworthy.  In  the  early  volumes  of  The  Library  he  was  responsible 
for  a  large  proportion  of  the  review  notices  of  catalogues  and  other 
works. 

To  the  Proceedings  of  the  Edinburgh  Bibliographical  Society  he  con- 
tributed a  large  number  of  papers,  and  in  the  current  number  (for  April) 
of  the  Scottish  Historical  Review  is  a  review  of  Slater's  How  to  Collect 
BookSj  which  has  a  pathetic  interest  as  being  probably  the  last  piece  of 
writing  that  flowed  from  his  pen  ere  it  dropped  from  his  hand. 

He  was  a  delightful  companion,  a  faithful  friend,  and  a  wise  coun- 
sellor. Many  will  mourn  his  loss,  but  none  more  deeply  than  the  writer 
of  these  lines,  who  enjoyed  his  closest  friendship  for  upwards  of  fifteen 
years. 

H.  G. 

GARNETT  (Richard,  C.B.,  LL.D.).— On  Friday,  the  13th  April, 
there  passed  away  from  us  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  revered 
personalities  of  the  world  of  letters  in  the  person  of  Richard  Garnett, 
C.B.,  LL.D. 

Dr.  Gamett's  father,  the  Reverend  Richard  Garnett,  who  had  pre- 
viously held  a  minor  Canonry  at  Lichfield  and  the  living  of  Chebsey, 
Staffordshire,  succeeded  Henry  Francis  Cary,  the  translator  of  Dante, 
as  Assistant  Keeper  of  Printed  Books  in  the  British  Museum  in  1838, 
a  position  which  he  held  until  his  death  in  1850.  The  resemblance 
between  the  father  and  son  must  have  been  remarkable  both  in  intellect 
and  in  character.  Writing  of  the  former  Mr.  Kingston  Oliphant,  in 
his  Sources  of  Standard  English^  says :  ''  He  seems  to  have  been  the 
nearest  approach  England  ever  made  to  bringing  forth  a  Mezzofanti ; 
he  combined  in  himself  qualities  not  often  to  be  found  in  the  same 
man.  When  his  toilsome  industry  is  amassing  facts  he  plods  like  a 
German;  when  his  playful  wit  is  unmasking  quackery  he  flashes  like 
a  Frenchman."  If  any  words  could  better  depict  the  son  they  would  be 
the  epitaph  written  by  one  of  the  colleagues  of  the  father :  "  Few  men 
have  left  so  fragrant  a  memory  ", 

Richard  Garnett  the  younger  was  born  at  Lichfield  on  the  23rd 
February,  1835,  and  was  consequently  only  three  years  old  when  he  came 
with  his  father  to  London,  so  that  his  early  years  were  spent  under 
the  shadow  of  the  Museum  to  which  his  life  was  destined  to  be  devoted. 

On  the  ist  March,  1851,  he  was  appointed,  through  the  influence 
of  Sir  Antonv  Panizzi,  to  an  Assistantship  in  the  Printed  Book  De- 
partment at  the  early  age  of  sixteen. 

Appointments  at  such  an  age  are  no  longer  possible.  Assistants  do 
not  nowadays  join  the  staff  until  their  University  course  is  completed, 
usually  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  or  twenty-four.  The  new  system  is 
no  doubt  the  better  in  most  cases,  but  the  old  must  at  least  be  credited 
with  having  allowed  the  nation  to  benefit  by  Dr.  Garnett's  labours 
during  a  longer  period  than  would  now  be  possible.  He  served  in  all 
for  forty-eight  years,  and  it  is  curious  to  note  that  throughout  that  long 
period,  a  whole  life-time  of  work,  he  was  not  absent  through  illness  for 
a  single  day ;  a  fact  the  more  extraordinary  since  he  was  by  no  means 
physically  strong,  took  little  or  no  interest  in  his  own  health  and  lived 
an  entirely  sedentary  life.  In  1863  Dr.  Garnett  married  Olivia,  daughter 
of  Edward  Singleton,  Esq.,  of  County  Clare  and  niece  of  Westland 
Marston,  the  dramatist.  Mrs.  Garnett  was  a  lady  of  great  charm  of 
manner,  singularly  wide  sympathies  and  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  kindly 
and  genial  humour.  There  are  many  who  will  recall  the  kindness  with 
which  she  welcomed  the  numerous  visitors,  English,  American  and 
Foreign,  who  found  so  great  an  attraction  in  their  distinguished  host 
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and  hostess.     Mrs.  Garnett  died  in  1903,  leaving  three  sons  and  three 
daughters. 

In  1858  Garnett  published  anonymously  his  first  book  of  poems  under 
the  title  Primula^  and  since  that  date  he  has  been  constantly  before 
the  world  as  an  author  and  as  a  critic,  noteworthy  in  both  capacities 
for  the  originality  of  his  thought,  the  accuracy  and  breadth  of  his  know- 
ledge and  the  distinction  of  his  vigorous  and  rhythmic  style. 

Personally  I  should  select  as  the  best  and  most  characteristic  of 
his  many  works  the  Twilight  of  the  Gods^  to  my  thinking  one  of  the 
most  delightful  books  of  recent  times,  teeming  with  the  happiest  mixture 
of  scholarship,  satire  and  sheer  fun ;  the  Life  of  Thomas  Carlyle,  1887, 
a  model  biography  on  a  small  scale,  and  the  History  of  Italian  Literature, 
1888,  Italian  history  and  literature  being  the  subjects  in  which  Dr. 
Garnett  was  most  deeply  interested. 

Great,  however,  as  were  his  literary  powers,  and  excellent  as  was 
the  use  he  made  of  them,  Dr.  Gamett's  claim  to  fame  lies  rather  in  his 
reputation  as  a  great  librarian  than  as  a  man  of  letters.  His  books  and 
articles  were  but  the  overflow  of  his  intellect,  the  main  body  of  which 
was  given  absolutely  to  his  daily  work  in  the  library  of  the  British 
Museum. 

It  has  been  the  good  fortune  of  the  Museum  to  attract  to  itself  and 
to  absorb  the  energies  of  many  able  and  devoted  men,  but  of  these  none 
have  more  freely  and  fully  given  themselves  to  its  service.  If  it  could 
be  truly  said  of  any  man  that  he  was  a  heaven-sent  librarian,  that 
man  would  be  Richard  Garnett.  To  the  powers  of  a  marvellous 
memory  he  added  a  natural  instinct  for  the  selection  of  what  was 
soundest  and  most  practical  in  the  innumerable  volumes  which  came 
into  his  hands.  Like  Johnson  he  had  the  faculty  of  tearing  the  heart 
out  of  every  book  he  read,  and  without  consciously  committing  to 
memory  any  passage  of  prose  or  poetry,  all  that  he  thought  worthy  of 
remembrance  remained  stored  in  his  brain,  ready  for  accurate  and  apt 
use  when  the  right  moment  for  reproduction  arrived. 

For  many  years  of  his  early  official  life  Dr.  Garnett  was  entrusted 
with  *'*'  placing  books,"  that  is  to  say,  deciding  upon  the  exact  spot  where 
each  new  book  should  be  arranged  on  the  elaborately  classified  shelves 
of  the  library.  During  these  years  it  was  his  duty,  as  well  as  his 
pleasure,  to  master  the  subject  and  often  the  contents  of  the  many 
books  which  daily  passed  through  his  hands. 

When  in  1875  he  received  his  first  substantial  promotion  and  was 
appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Reading-Room,  only  a  few  of  his 
personal  friends  and  colleagues  knew  how  vast  a  store  of  knowledge  he 
had  been  acquiring  during  these  quiet  years  of  silent  work.  But  from 
the  day  of  his  appointment  and  of  his  sudden  introduction  to  the 
thronging  crowd  of  questioners  and  seekers  for  light  in  the  Reading- 
Room  his  reputation  was  made.  There  seemed  to  be  no  subject  which 
he  had  not  studied«and  few  which  he  had  not  mastered,  and  to  all  who 
asked  he  distributed  information  as  practical  as  it  was  accurate  and 
critical.  Nor  was  he  a  mere  walking  encyclopaedia,  a  cold  abstraction 
of  the  essence  of  books.  On  the  contrary,  there  was  a  kindliness  and 
cordiality  in  his  manner,  a  vivacity  and  energy  in  his  speech,  a  constant 
half-suppressed  humour  in  his  conversation,  combined  with  a  total 
absence  of  red-tape  or  of  the  insolence  of  office,  which  attracted  all  who 
came  within  his  influence.  He  was,  moreover,  endowed  with  a  warm 
and  sympathetic  nature,  and  there  are  many  who  could  tell  pathetic 
stories  of  help  of  one  sort  or  another  which  they  have  received  from 
his  open  heart  and  ready  hand.  In  no  way  did  his  genius  for  librarian- 
ship  show  itself  more  clearly  than  in  the  vigour  and  energy  with  which 
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he  embraced  and  executed  the  great  design,  originated  by  his  then  chief, 
the  late  Sir  Edward  Bond,  K.C.B.,  of  printing  and  issuing  to  the  world 
the  entire  Catalogue  of  Printed  Books.  The  inordinate  and  threatening 
growth  of  the  transcribed  catalogue  furnished  an  excellent  reason  for 
printing,  but  in  the  minds  of  both  Sir  Edward  Bond  and  Dr.  Garnett 
another  advantage  weighed  still  more  heavily  in  favour  of  their  scheme. 
They  were  conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  Catalogue  of  Printed  Books 
is  the  largest  and  fullest  list  of  authors  and  their  works  in  existence, 
and  they  foresaw  the  great  benefit  which  it  would  confer  on  students 
throughout  the  world  to  have  access  to  its  contents  without  being  com- 
pelled to  visit  the  Museum. 

In  1884  Dr.  Garnett  finding  it  impossible  to  continue  the  double 
work  of  editing  the  catalogue  and  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Reading- 
Room  retired  u-om  the  latter,  to  the  advantage  of  his  immediate  task  but 
to  the  no  small  loss  of  the  reading  public.  In  1890  he  became  Keeper 
of  Printed  Books,  and  from  this  date  the  duty  of  editing  the  catalogue 
devolved  upon  Mr.  A.  W.  K.  Miller,  Assistant  Keeper  of  Printed  Books, 
who  had  since  1884  acted  as  his  coadjutor.  Under  Dr.  Garnett's  able 
supervision  the  library  was  enriched  by  an  extraordinary  number  of 
books  of  the  highest  value  and  interest  during  the  nine  years  of  his 
keepership. 

In  1899  Dr.  Garnett  retired  from  active  service,  and  during  the 
remaining  years  of  his  life  devoted  himself  to  literature ;  his  principal 
occupation  being  the  preparation  of  the  History  of  English  Literature, 
written  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Edmund  Gosse,  and  published  in  four 
vols,  in  1903  and  1904. 

Dr.  Gamett's  eminent  services  to  the  British  Museum  and  to  Eng- 
lish literature  did  not  pass  without  acknowledgment.  In  1885  he  re- 
ceived from  the  University  of  Edinburgh  the  degree  of  LL.D.  In  1895 
he  was  created  a  Companion  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  and  in  1905  he 
was  appointed  a  Trustee  of  the  National  Portrait  Gallery. 

Dr.  Garnett  always  took  a  keen  interest  in  the  Library  Association, 
of  which  he  acted  as  President  in  1893.  Accompanied  by  Mrs.  Garnett 
he  usually  attended  the  Annual  Meetings  of  the  Association,  and  his 
kindly  presence  and  wise  and  witty  utterances  will  long  remain  in  the 
memory  of  the  members  who  were  present  on  these  occasions. 

Fortunate  in  many  ways,  in  his  career,  in  his  domestic  life  and  in 
the  close  friendships  which  he  formed  with  many  whose  friendship  was 
in  itself  an  honour,  he  was  fortunate  in  being  spared  the  pain  and 
depression  of  a  lingering  old  age;  to  the  last  moment  of  his  life  he 
retained  the  full  power  of  his  intellect  and  of  his  interest  in  the  world 
around  him. 

G.    K.    FORTESCUE. 
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LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  :  PROCEEDINGS  AND 
OFFICIAL  NOTICES. 

Date  of  Annual  Meeting,  1906. 

The  Annual  Meeting,  to  be  held  at  Bradford  this  year,  is 
fixed  for  the  week  commencing  3rd  September.  Arrange- 
ments for  the  meeting  are  in  a  forward  stage,  and  both  as 
regards  programme  and  local  functions  the  meeting  promises 
to  be  a  highly  successful  one. 

March  Meeting. 

The  Fifth  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Session  was  held  at  the  London 
School  of  Economics,  Clare  Market,  Kingsway,  on  Monday,  19th  March, 
1906,  at  8  P.M. 

The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Tennant,  M.P.  There  was  a 
large  attendance,  including  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Hereford,  Sir  Edmund 
Vemey,  Dr.  William  Gamett,  L.C.C.,  Mr.  B.  M.  Allen,  L.C.C.,  Dr, 
R.  M.  Walmesley,  Mr.  John  Lloyd,  and  other  representatives  of  adminis- 
trative and  educational  authorities. 

The  following  candidates  for  membership  of  the  Association,  having 
been  approved  by  the  Council,  were  duly  elected,  the  ballot  being  sus- 
pended : — 
Mr.  Walter  S.  O.  Rae,  Chief  Librarian,  Public   Libraries,    Fulham. 

S.W. 
Mr.  Peter  John  Roberts,  Librarian,  Church  Institute,  Burnley. 

As  AN  Associate. 

Mr.    George  A.    Stephen,   Senior    Assistant,   Bishopsgate    Institute, 

London,  B.C. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  Monthly  Meeting  (held  on  19th  February, 
1906)  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Honorary  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  W.  E.  Double- 
day,  Chief  Librarian,  Hampstead,  apologising  for  his  absence,  and  depre- 
cating precipitate  action  in  the  matter  before  the  meeting;  also  one 
from  Mr.  Lawrence  Inkster,.  late  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Library  As- 
sociation, regretting  his  inability  to  attend,  and  statin|^  that  he  had 
drafted  a  Bill,  empowering  County  Councils  to  deal  with  libraries,  which 
he  hoped  to  submit  to  the  Legislation  Committee  shortly;  also  letters 
regretting  their  absence  from  Mr.  J.  Keir  Hardie,  M.P. ;  Mr.  Alderman 
Regester,  Middlesex  Education  Committee;  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund, 
County  Councils*  Association ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber,  B. A.,  Leeds  Institute ; 
Mr.   Edward   H.  Pease,  the  Fabian  Society;    Mr.   W.   D.  Bushell ; 
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Mr.  Donald  McLean  ;  Mr.  John  Ballinger ;  Mr.  J.  Potter  Briscoe, 
F.R.S.L.;  Mr.  G.  H.  Palmer,  B.A. ;  Mr.  W.  H.  K.  Wright,  F.R.H.S. 
The  Chairman  said :  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  my  first  duty  is  to 
thank  you  for  the  honour  which  you  have  done  me  in  asking  me  to  take 
the  chair  at  this  interesting  and  important  meeting — which  I  do  most 
sincerely.  I  am  not  going  to  occupy  your  time  this  evening.  It  is  not 
for  me  to  do  so,  even  if  I  were  not  your  chairman,  because  we  have  a 
very  interesting  paper  which  is  about  to  be  read  to  us ;  and  even  more 
is  it  not  for  me  to  take  up  your  time  owing  to  the  warning  which  has 
been  given  to  us  in  the  most  recent  intimation  which  we  have  had^  viz., 
in  the  last  letter  which  has  been  read  by  your  Hon.  Secretary.  I 
confess  I  feel  some  qualms  in  making  any  remarks  at  all  after  that  most 
solemn  warning  by  Mr.  Doubleday.  Anything  I  might  have  to  say  to 
you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  particularly  relates  to  action  in  Parliament. 
I  have  been  now  for  two  or  three  years  the  proposer  of  a  measure  that 
was  connived  at  by  you — if  I  may  put  it  in  that  way — or  shall  I  say  that 
I  did  so  at  your  bidding ;  a  measure  intended  to  increase  the  library 
rate  over  the  area  of  Great  Britain,  so  that  it  should  not  be  limited  to 
such  a  small  rate  as  hitherto.  That  has  been  the  object  of  my  associa- 
tion with  this  society.  I  regret  very  much  that  these  efforts  have  met 
with  such  scanty  success,  and  I  can  only  hope  that  under  the  new  order 
of  things  which  exists  at  present  we  may  have  a  greater  measure  of  suc- 
cess attending  that  effort.  But  with  regard  to  the  other  point — the  ex- 
tension of  the  Libraries  Acts — I  cannot  help  thinking  that  some  authority 
is  required  in  order  to  bring  public  libraries  within  the  reach  of  men 
and  women  in  our  rural  districts.  It  will  be  for  you  to  instruct  me,  and 
not  for  me  to  hold  out  any  strong  arguments ;  but  as  at  present  advised, 
I  do  not  see  any  other  authority  than  the  County  Council.  However,  I 
do  not  want  to  commit  anybody  to  what  appears  to  be  a  matter  of  con- 
troversy. Until  I  came  into  this  room  I  believed  that  all  who  were  will- 
ing to  bring  the  treasure  stores  of  learning  and  the  delights  of  literature 
to  the  lowliest  so  that  all  the  community  might  enjoy  and  benefit  from 
what  the  great  thought  of  the  past  has  been  able  to  put  into  words, 
agreed  in  thinking  that  the  right  way  to  do  this  was  through  the  instru- 
mentality that  has  been  set  up  for  controlling  the  education  ot  the 
country.  Now  may  I  make  an  appeal  to  those  who  are  interested  in 
this  question  and  call  your  attention  to  what  is,  in  my  judgment,  by  far 
the  most  important  point  to  which  we  should  give  our  attention — to  in- 
culcate in  the  children  the  admiration,  the  delight  and  the  pleasure  of 
learning.  I  remember  a  long  time  ago  the  late  Prime  Minister  gave  a 
Rectorial  Address  at  one  of  the  Scottish  Universities,  and  as  you  may 
suppose  it  was  a  brilliant  utterance.  He  said  :  "  No  doubt  some  men  of 
great  erudition  are  not  at  all  interesting  or  amusing.  You  must  not 
imagine  that  it  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  these  men  are  learned  and  eru- 
dite that  they  are  dull.  They  would  inevitably  be  dull."  They  might 
be  more  dull  if  they  had  less  learning.  "  Dulness,"  said  Mr.  Arthur 
Balfour,  "is  a  natural  grace."  Well,  I  agree  with  the  late  Prime 
Minister  in  that  (though  not  in  many  things),  and  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  natural  dulness  will  be  considerably  relieved  by  the  knowledge 
of  literature  and  the  treasure-house  and  store-house  of  all  that  one  gets 
out  of  books  and  libraries.  If  you  can  inculcate  in  our  youth  the  habit 
of  reading  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  it  is  one  which  grows,  and  will 
never  leave  the  children  whenever  they  have  a  chance  in  later  life  to 
have  recourse  to  books.  I  would  only  say  in  conclusion  that  these  are 
the  greatest  things  you  can  bring  into  the  lives  of  the  community.  If 
you  can  bring  these  great  joys,  these  charms  of  literature,  these 
"  Truths  that  wake  to  perish  never,"  as  Wordsworth  said  ;  if  you  can 
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make  the  genius  of  one  man  the  joy  of  thousands,  and  bring  these  im- 
perishable treasures  within  the  reach  of  the  poorest  of  the  community, 
then,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  you  have  achieved  no  small  thing. 

The  Chairman  called  upon  Mr.  H.  Farr,  Deputy  Librarian,  Cardiff 
Public  Libraries,  to  read  his  paper  entitled  "The  Libraries  and 
Counties  ". 

The  Chairman  called  upon  Mr.  H.  W.  Fovargue  to  open  the  discus- 
sion. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Fovargue  (Hon.  Solicitor)  moved  the  following  re- 
solution :  "  That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived 
for  promoting  legislation  which  will  enable  County  Councils  to  put  the 
Public  Libraries  Acts  into  operation  and  to  organise  library  systems 
for  the  areas  under  their  jurisdiction".  He  hoped  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  came  from  London  would  remember  that  in  the  country 
they  did  not  know  very  much  about  matters  of  London  Government  and 
the  relations  between  the  various  London  Boroughs  and  the  London 
County  Council,  so  that  what  he  had  to  say  would  refer  more  particu- 
larly to  the  County  Councils  in  the  Provinces.  He  did  not  know  that 
London  might  not  require  some  day  such  changes  as  would  be  involved 
in  the  resolution  which  had  been  put  in  his  hands  to  move,  but  probably 
London  would  require  special  treatment.  Now  this  resolution  was  of  a 
general  character,  and  it  did  not  confine  the  members  to  any  details ; 
these  would  have  to  be  worked  out  and  put  into  a  Bill  to  be  promoted 
in  Parliament.  He  thought  a  number  of  Bills  had  been  drafted  on  the 
lines  of  the  resolution.  He  had  been  connected  with  the  Association 
for  a  good  many  years,  and  he  could  recollect  the  question  of  the 
County  Council  having  the  power  to  adopt  the  Libraries  Acts  being 
discussed  and  the  principle  affirmed.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Doubleday*8 
caution,  they  might  be  too  cautious  and  not  make  the  progress  they 
ought  to  make  in  these  days.  He  understood  that  Mr.  Inkster  was  pre- 
paring a  Bill  and  would  much  like  to  see  what  he  was  putting  into  it, 
particularly  as  regarded  Non-County  Boroughs.  Unless  he  did  what 
was  done  with  regard  to  elementary  education,  viz.,  exempt  Non-County 
Boroughs  altogether  from  the  County  Council's  jurisdiction,  they  would 
stir  up  needless  opposition.  Thus  in  Eastbourne,  any  proposal  that 
the  County  Council  should  become  the  library  authority  all  over  the 
County,  with  power  to  rate  the  borough  for  library  purposes,  would  be 
strongly  resented,  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  borough  was 
already  rating  itself  for  library  purposes.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the 
principle  should  not  be  accepted  that  where  the  Libraries  Acts  had  been 
adopted  for  Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts  such  districts  should  be 
exempted  from  the  authority  of  the  County  Council.  He  did  not  know 
whether  they  could  go  quite  so  far  as  regarded  Parishes.  It  might  be 
that  in  isolated  Parishes  the  Acts  had  been  adopted,  but  some  quid  pro 
quo  could  be  given.  These  were  details  which  had  to  be  carefully  con- 
sidered. He  could  not  see  why  a  County  Council  should  not  have  the 
power  to  adopt  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  and  carry  out  some  such 
scheme  as  had  been  suggested  in  the  paper  read  to-night.  He  remem- 
bered a  paper  by  Mr.  Ogle  bearing  on  the  same  subject.  Since  then 
the  County  Council  had  become  the  education  authority  for  the  County 
(exclusive  of  boroughs),  and  very  great  facilities  had  been  given 
them  for  doing  valuable  work  in  connection  with  the  library  move- 
ment. The  resolution  he  moved  was  general  in  its  terms,  and  he 
deprecated  moving  amendments  on  matters  of  detail  which  could  be 
left  to  the  Council.  Mr.  Abbott  had  asked  him  if  he  would  be  prepared 
to  draft  the  Bill.  He  would  be  quite  prepared  to  do  so  if  the  Associa- 
tion decided  to  ask  Mr.  Tennant  to  put  these  clauses  into  his  Bill,  which 
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he  supposed  the  Council  wished  to  be  re-introduced  this  session.  There 
was  no  reason  why  the  two  Bills  should  not  be  combined.  The  meeting 
was  asked  to  express  the  opinion  that  power  should  be  given  to  County 
Councils  to  adopt  the  Libraries  Acts  and  put  them  into  force  so  that 
rural  parishes  might  have  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  Acts. 

Mr.  Councillor  T.  C.  Abbott  (Manchester)  said  he  would  formally 
second  the  resolution,  and  if  an  opportunity  occurred  at  the  end  of  the 
debate,  he  would  add  a  few  words.  His  views  were  very  well  known 
to  the  Association,  and  he  felt  sure  they  were  anxious  to  hear  the 
strangers  who  were  present. 

The  Lord  Bishop  op  Hbrepord  said  that  he  felt  he  had  no  claim  to 
take  part  in  this  debate,  but  he  rose  in  response  to  their  call.  With  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  before  them  he  was  bound  to  say  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  support  it  at  this  moment.  His  own  experience  of  the 
country  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that  however  rapidly  they  might 
move  with  regard  to  matters  of  legislation,  in  the  meantime  it  was 
advisable  to  try  experiments.  They  were  not  very  ripe,  at  any  rate  in 
counties  like  Herefordshire,  for  any  special  Acts  which  relied  upon  the 
rates,  so  that  however  beneficial  legislation  was  likely  to  be,  he  felt  sure 
they  must  not  expect  it  to  be  very  popular  with  the  country  people 
if  it  involved  a  rate.  Personally  he  should  be  glad  to  see  any  pro- 
gressive legislation,  such  as  was  indicated  by  the  resolution,  take  such 
a  form  that  the  very  first  thing  connected  with  it  in  the  minds  of  their 
country  people  might  not  be  that  they  would  have  to  pay  a  rate.  He 
would  like,  however,  to  confine  what  he  had  to  say  to  a  reference  to  his 
own  personal  experience.  He  thought  they  must  all  have  felt  how  well 
and  eloquently  the  Chairman  had  spoken  of  the  importance  of  inculcat- 
ing a  love  of  reading,  and  any  who  were  familiar  with  country  life  must 
know  that  this  love  greatly  needed  stimulating.  He  sometimes  thought 
that  one  of  the  greatest  failures  in  our  system  of  education,  whether 
elementary  or  higher,  was  that  somehow  or  other  we  did  not  succeed 
in  inculcating  in  children  a  real  love  of  reading.  Perhaps  as  an  oldish 
man  he  was  inclined  to  be  somewhat  of  a  laudator  temporis  acti.  He 
felt  that  the  love  of  reading  among  our  children  had  not  grown  in  pro- 
portion with  some  other  elements  of  progress  in  our  time,  and  with  that 
feeling,  a  few  years  ago,  he  was  led  to  try  a  little  experiment  in  his  own 
diocese.  The  form  of  experiment  was  adopted  at  the  suggestion  of 
Miss  Sophia  Sturge,  of  Birmingham,  who  had  done  some  very  good 
work  in  the  matter  of  circulating  book  baskets.  On  her  suggestion,  it 
had  occurred  to  him  to  offer  to  any  parish  in  his  own  diocese  a  small 
box  of  books,  provided  the  parish  would  raise  two  others,  so  that  the 
parish  might  have  three  circulating  boxes.  They  had  about  fifteen 
books  in  each  basket,  and  he  found  that  he  could  provide  the  books  and 
the  basket  for  about  35s.  A  certain  number  of  parishes  responded,  and 
in  consequence  he  had  for  some  time  had  about  seventy  of  these  boxes 
circulating;  in  some  forty  parishes.  Their  plan  had  been  to  select  a 
librarian  in  each  parish,  and  the  librarian  arranged  that  these  books 
should  remain  for  a  certain  time  in  one  house  or  another  in  their 
scattered  parishes.  Thus  they  were  passed  from  house  to  house, 
generally  from  farmhouse  to  farmhouse,  some  member  of  the  house- 
hold acting  as  librarian  and  keeping  the  books  in  circulation  amongst 
neighbouring  cottages,  and  so  forth.  That  little  experiment  had 
done  a  great  deal  of  good  in  those  parishes,  and  they  had  about  one 
thou>and  suitable  books  now  circulating  in  that  way.  It  might  be 
said  that  as  he  had  nearly  400  parishes  in  his  diocese  the  re- 
sponse from  the  country  parishes  had  not  been  very  large,  and  this  un- 
doubtedly showed  what  a  great  need  there  was  for  stimulating  a  desire 
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for  reading  in  their  country  parishes.  Having;  this  feeling  in  his  mind 
he  had  considered  whether  something  more  might  not  be  done,  and  with 
the  help  of  a  generous  friend  he  had  been  able  to  establish  a  larger  scheme 
over  the  whole  County  of  Hereford.  He  had  offered  to  every  element- 
ary school  in  the  County  of  Hereford  a  box  of  fifty  books,  suitable  books 
for  children's  reading,  to  be  exchanged  for  another  box  every  four 
months— three  times  a  year.  The  only  condition  he  had  made  was  that 
the  managers  of  every  school  should  give  a  subscription  of  £i  a  year 
for  expenses  and  renewals,  and  so  far  the  number  of  schools  was  about 
seventy.  Here  again  they  would  observe  that  this  was  a  rather  small 
proportion  of  the  country  schools,  as  not  much  more  than  a  third  of  our 
schools  had  responded  to  his  invitation.  He  felt  that  to  make  the 
people  a  really  book-loving  people,  if  they  could  not  begin  in  their  homes 
they  must  begin  in  the  schools.  He  had  also  sent  an  exhortation  to  the 
managers  and  teachers  of  schools  as  to  the  great  amount  of  good  they 
would  do  if  they  would  encourage  the  children  to  read  these  books  and 
cultivate  the  love  of  reading.  He  had  also  been  able  to  make  to  one 
hundred  of  the  poorer  country  parishes  practically  the  same  offer ;  but 
he  had  only  received  requests  from  about  twenty-nve.  Consequently  he 
felt  that  they  had  still  a  great  deal  of  pioneer  work  to  do,  and  he  ventured 
to  put  these  conclusions  before  the  meeting,  because  when  they  were  con- 
sidering the  desirability  of  legislation  he  thought  that  these  facts  might 
be  of  use.  Before  the  people  of  this  country  would  be  zealous  tor  legis- 
lation they  must  feel  more  keenly  the  love  of  books.  The  best  thing  to  do 
was  to  try  voluntary  experiments  which  w  )uld  have  the  effect  of  bringing 
the  advantages  of  reading  prominently  before  the  people  so  as  to  avoid 
connecting  these  great  advantages  with  the  very  disagreeable  idea  of  a 
rate.  He  had  divided  the  parishes  which  had  joined  into  groups  of  twelve 
in  such  a  way  that  each  of  the  parishes  got  a  new  list  of  books  every  four 
months.  It  was  far  better  to  have  a  little  circulating  library  than  to- 
have  permanent  village  libraries.  It  was  very  desirable  to  utilise  the 
instinct  of  curiosity,  and  they  could  do  this  most  easily  by  having  new 
sets  of  books  every  three  or  four  months  for  the  people.  He  felt  the 
truth  of  all  that  had  been  said  about  the  monotony  of  rural  lives  and  the 
great  benefit  that  might  be  conferred  upon  their  country  folk  by  inspir- 
ing them  with  the  love  of  books,  thus  opening  a  new  world  to  them 
and  lifting  them  into  a  new  atmosphere,  and  saving  their  young  people 
from  many  temptations  and  he  hoped  from  some  vices.  He  would  be 
happy  to  give  any  further  information  about  his  little  experiments.  He 
believed  they  were  worth  considering,  and  he  hoped  that  they  would  do 
a  considerable  amount  of  good. 

Mr.  John  Lloyd,  J.  P.,  said  he  was  pleased  to  support  the  resolu- 
tion, which  struck  the  right  note.  With  all  respect  to  the  Bishop  of 
Hereford  he  thought  his  speech  threw  cold  water  on  the  present  propo- 
sal. They  could  not  have  good  libraries  by  voluntary  effort.  They  had 
endeavoured,  in  his  county,  Breconshire,  to  obtain  a  good  county 
library,  but  it  was  impossible  to  do  this  until  enabling  powers  were  given 
by  Parliament  m  extension  of  those  already  in  existence.  There  were 
60,000  inhabitants  in  his  county,  of  whom  seventy  to  eighty  were  clergy- 
men, sixty  Nonconformist  ministers,  and  probably  an  equal  number  of 
schoolmasters  and  mistresses,  but  there  was  not  a  public  library  in  the 
whole  county,  except  one  small  one  on  the  very  confines.  Their  prepara- 
tions had  gone  to  this  length,  that  they  had  secured  an  excellent  site 
in  the  centre  of  the  county  town,  and  a  grant  of  jf 5,000  had  been  pro- 
mised by  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  which  would  cover  the  entire  cost  ofthe 
building.  All  they  wanted  was  the  enabling  power  to  be  granted  by 
Parliament,  and  the  assent  of  the  County  Council.      He  had  himself 
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drafted  a  Bill  on  the  same  lines  as  the  present  resolution,  and  in  1904 
and  1905  it  had  been  introduced  in  the  Commons  but  had  been  crowded 
out  this  year.  It  was  proposed  to  have  it  introduced  in  the  Lords,  and 
Lord  James  of  Hereford  had  taken  it  in  charge,  and  he  believed  the 
second  reading  would  be  moved  on  Thursday  next.  It  was  a  modest 
Bill  enabling  small  counties  to  adopt  the  libraries  Acts  on  the  same 
terms  as  towns,  and  generally,  to  give  to  ail  parts  of  counties  the  same 
library  advantages  that  town  districts  had  long  enjoyed.  It  would  not 
be  advisable  at  present  to  move  for  any  increase  of  rating  power,  which 
would  frighten  the  ratepayers,  but  to  confine  their  attention  to  the  erec- 
tion of  libraries  where  none  now  existed,  and  to  placing  all  parts  of 
England  and  Wales  on  an  equality  in  this  respect.  A  man  in  the 
country  was,  he  thought,  as  good  as  his  neighbour  in  a  town,  and  would 
probably  be  the  more  diligent  reader  of  the  two.  He  thanked  the  lecturer 
for  his  clear,  business-like  paper,  and  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Peddib  said  they  knew  Mr.  John  Lloyd's  work,  and  they 
knew  that  his  method  of  fighting  was  a  straightforward  one.  Mr. 
Lloyd's  fervour  still  existed  although  transferred  to  Breconshire.  He 
agreed  with  Mr.  Lloyd  in  thinking  it  absolutely  necessary  that  some 
compulsory  power  should  be  given  to  County  Councils  to  establish  lib- 
raries. Their  parish,  or  even  their  district  or  rural  district,  had  not 
sufficient  backbone  of  themselves  to  do  any  real  work  in  this  direction^ 
and  as  had  been  suggested,  it  was  very  frightened  indeed  of  establishing 
a  rate.  That  was  absolutely  the  key  to  the  situation — this  reluctance  to 
establish  a  rate.  It  seemed  to  him  even  under  this  proposed  Bill  the 
County  Councils  would  still  have  the  same  difficulty  to  establish  a  rate. 
The  question  of  local  rates  was  one  that  had  come  exceedingly  to  the 
front  at  the  present  moment.  It  was  becoming  a  sore  point,  especially 
in  urban  districts,  and  he  was  afraid  that  some  of  them  were  attempting 
to  increase  the  pressure  in  several  quarters.  He  had  maintained  for 
several  years  that  this  was  an  entirely  wrong  method  of  progress,  and  he 
was  sorry  to  have  to  bring  up  this  question  every  now  and  again.  He 
had  got  away  this  evening  with  great  difficulty  to  repeat  what  he  had 
said  a  dozen  times  before.  He  wanted  to  insist  that  there  was  no  hope 
for  the  library  movement  until  it  was  placed  on  the  same  basis  as  edu- 
cation. They  must  have  a  grant-in-aid  from  the  Imperial  exchequer. 
That  was  the  only  hope  they  had  of  ever  establishing  libraries  in  rural 
districts.  Politicians  and  semi-politicians  were  spending  most  of  their 
time  in  tinkering  with  such  questions  as  these.  But  in  order  to  estab- 
lish  these  libraries  in  rural  districts  on  the  same  lines  they  had  to  look 
at  the  question  as  a  whole,  and  to  decide  that  the  only  solution  was  a 
grant-in-aid  from  the  Imperial  exchequer.  There  was  the  objection  that 
the  grant  would  bring  with  it  a  certain  measure  of  inspection  from 
officers  of  the  State.  He  regretted  that  some  of  his  colleagues  objected 
to  the  grant-in-aid  on  that  ground,  but  he  hoped  they  formed  a  very 
small  minority  and  that  he  would  have  a  large  majority  on  his  side  if  it 
were  put  to  the  vote.  They  all  combined  in  considering  it  absolutely 
necessary  that  rural  districts  should  have  the  same  facilities  that  town 
districts  had  to-day.  The  first  steps  had  been  taken  in  giving  the 
parishes  power  to  adopt  the  Libraries  Acts.  That  had  failed  absolutely. 
He  knew  that  Sir  Edmund  Verney  had  achieved  a  great  success,  but  it 
had  been  done  by  voluntary  labour.  Why  had  his  example  not  been 
followed  ?  Because  they  could  not  find  Sir  Edmund  Verney  every- 
where. The  point  was  that  that  effort  had  absolutely  failed,  except  in 
Sir  Edmund  Verney's  parish,  and  now  it  was  suggested  that  that  area 
should  be  enlarged  to  the  county  area.     Well,  that  would  fail.     He 
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maintained  that  it  was  not  sufficient  to  organise  libraries  in  villages  on 
the  same  basis  as  in  towns.  He  thought  they  would  have  to  come 
round  to  his  own  belief,  and  adopt  the  same  principle  that  had  been 
adopted  with  the  education  work  in  the  country  and  have  a  grant,  even 
if  it  were  coupled  with  some  slight  control  from  the  central  body. 

Sir  Edmund  Vbrnby  said  that  the  paper  they  had  just  heard  had 
touched  upon  most  of  the  important  points  in  the  matter,  especially  on 
the  importance  of  teaching  children  to  love  books.  He  supposed  there 
was  hardly  anybody  present  who  did  not  think  of  books  in  thousands  or 
books  in  hundreds,  but  in  rural  parishes  they  dealt  with  very  small 
numbers,  and  in  rural  libraries  books  and  incomes  were  on  a  very  small 
scale.  How  could  they  compare  urban  with  rural  libraries  ?  The  last 
speaker  thought  that  rural  libraries  were  only  to  be  found  round  where 
he  (Sir  E.  Verney)  lived ;  but  the  first  time  he  had  had  the  honour  of 
hearing  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Hereford  was  at  Colwall,  a  rural  parish  close 
to  Malvern,  when  a  small  library,  which  was  a  great  success,  had  been 
started  there.  Within  the  last  two  months  a  library  had  also  been 
started  in  the  rural  parish  of  Oakley,  in  Buckinghamshire.  Of  course 
they  ought  to  have  and  did  have  school  libraries  besides.  They  made 
their  rural  libraries  of  service  to  the  young  by  providing  untearable 
books  for  children  of  four  years  old,  who  carried  them  off  to  their  homes. 
That  was  how  they  were  getting  hold  of  the  children ;  by  beginning  at 
this  early  age  the  children  grew  up  regarding  the  public  library  as  their 
best  friend.  There  were  four  villages  at  Claydon ;  three  of  them  had  a 
library  on  the  rates,  managed  by  the  Parish  Council.  Some  one  had 
asked  what  promoted  the  success  of  libraries  ?  The  success  of  their 
library  was  due  to  its  purely  democratic  character.  There  were  as  few 
rules  as  possible,  and  they  managed  it  themselves.  The  power  had 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  they  had  taken  up  the  library 
movement  themselves.  In  the  whole  County  of  Buckingham  not  a  single 
town  had  a  public  library  on  the  rates.  That  was  a  very  fair  example 
of  the  feeling  on  the  subject.  If  the  ratepayer  was  told  that  the  County 
Council  would  be  able  to  inaugurate  libraries  in  Buckinghamshire  he 
did  not  think  they  would  spend  a  penny  on  libraries,  so  great  was  the 
apathy,  and  even  hostility  towards  every  form  of  education  in  the  county. 
One  reason  to  which  he  ascribed  this  hostility  was  the  concentration  of 
educational  work  in  the  county  town.  It  had  all  been  concentrated  in 
the  Education  Committee  at  Aylesbury.  His  own  opinion  was  in  favour 
of  local  control.  He  thought  rivalry  between  different  villages  better 
than  concentration  with  a  probably  hostile  County  Council.  In  three 
of  the  villages  at  Claydon  they  had  a  library  on  the  rates.  The  popula- 
tion was  200  in  one  village,  400  in  another,  and  800  in  the  third.  Two 
hundred  population  meant  a  very  small  rate — about  £g  a  year — so 
they  made  different  efforts  by  concerts  and  entertainments  to  bring 
in  funds.  They  had  an  old  disused  school  which  was  let  for  a  shilling 
a  year  to  the  Parish  Council.  Near  his  house  were  three  ponds,  in 
which  his  father  had  formerly  allowed  any  one  to  fish.  They  now 
charged  2s.  6d.  a  day  for  fishing,  and  people  paid  it  willingly  because 
the  money  went  to  the  library.  In  these  ways  they  doubled  the  library 
rate.  They  did  not  allow  fishing  on  Sunday;  one  man  got  up  at  three 
o'clock  one  Sunday  morning  to  fish.  He  was  caught  and  threatened 
with  a  summons  for  night  poaching  and  was  glad  to  be  let  off  with  a 
fine  of  £6.  Then  at  Steeple-Claydon  the  water  supply  was  let  for  ;f  10 
a  year  which  went  to  the  public  library.  One  lady  had  written  to 
everybody  she  knew  and  to  many  of  whom  she  knew  nothing  and  had 
collected  enough  to  buy  The  Times'  Encychpadia  Britannica  for  the 
library.     There  was  a  keen  enthusiasm  for  the  library;  any  one  who 
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liked  could  serve  on  the  Library  Committee,  but  if  he  did  not  attend  his 
name  was  taken  off.  Some  statistics  had  just  been  prepared  for  the 
annual  reports  of  the  year.  In  East  Claydon,  with  a  population  of  400, 
they  had  2,100  volumes,  330  of  which  had  been  added  to  the  shelves 
during  the  last  twelve  months.  In  the  past  fifty  weeks  3,850  books  had 
been  lent  out,  an  average  of  seventy- seven  per  week  in  contrast  to  sixty- 
five  per  week  in  the  previous  year.  The  penny  fines  had  amounted  to 
fifteen  shillings.  He  expected  they  all  knew  Mr.  Budgett  Meakin's 
name  ;  he  came  to  lecture  at  Claydon,  and  Lady  Verney  had  asked  a 
labourer  if  he  knew  that  Mr.  Budgett  Meakin  was  brother  to  the  lady 
who  wrote  the  book  on  Siberia ;  the  man  replied,  "  there  are  two  books 
on  Siberia;  which  one  do  you  mean  ?  "  They  could  tell  the  books  were 
well  read  and  well  known  in  their  libraries.  In  Middle.  Claydon  their 
books  reached  the  pleasing  and  symmetrical  total  of  3,333.  One  hundred 
and  fifteen  new  volumes  had  lately  been  added ;  1,860  books  had  been 
taken  out  during  the  year,  and  this  in  a  small  parish  with  only  200 
population.  During  the  last  year,  an  average  of  thirty-four  books  a  week 
had  been  borrowed  against  thirty-two  last  year,  which  showed  the  interest 
was  always  increasing.  They  had  all  kinds  of  reference  books  in  the 
library ;  every  railway  company  sent  their  time-tables,  and  they  always 
tried  to  get  whatever  books  readers  asked  for.  There  was  a  great  deal 
to  be  said  in  favour  of  the  rivalry  between  villages.  He  quite  agreed 
with  Mr.  Peddie's  remark  that  encouragement  should  be  given  to  the 
proposal  to  get  a  grant-in-aid.  Besides  this  he  thought  that  every  parish 
ought  to  have  power  to  increase  the  penny  rate  if  they  wished.  The 
grant-in-aid  and  the  power  to  increase  the  rate  beyond  a  penny  would 
be  a  great  stimulus.  He  thought  that  if  they  placed  authority  in  the 
power  of  the  County  Council  they  would  lose  the  great  advantage  which 
now  existed  in  the  rivalry  between  different  villages. 

Dr.  William  Garnett  (Educational  Adviser  to  the  London  County 
Council)  thought  that  Mr.  Doubleday,  who  looked  after  him  at  Hamp- 
stead,  had  given  them  a  very  wise  caution.  They  should  be  careful 
what  they  said  about  Local  Government.  He  thought  they  all  agreed 
on  the  desirability  of  encouraging  a  taste  for  first-rate  reading  among 
the  rising  generation,  and  inasmuch  as  the  Borough  Councils  were  at 
present  the  library  authorities,  and  were  closely  in  touch  with  so  many 
schools  through  nominating  two-thirds  of  the  managers,  he  might  say 
that  the  Councils  of  the  Metropolitan  Boroughs  were  strongly  interested 
both  in  public  libraries  and  in  the  elementary  schools.  He  thought  there- 
fore that  the  local  education  authority  might  look  to  the  Library  Com- 
mittees of  the  Borough  Councils  for  help  and  encouragement  in  making 
a  good  selection  of  reading  books  for  their  scholars  in  the  elementary 
schools.  He  was  particularly  keen  that  reading  books  used  for  class 
purposes  in  the  schools  should  be  well  selected,  with  the  double  object 
of  developing  intelligent  expression  in  reading  and  of  encouraging  a 
better  class  of  literature  for  home  reading  than  at  present  obtained 
amongst  their  young  people.  Those  who  knew  what  were  good  books, 
those  who  had  to  do  with  the  circulation  of  books  throughout  London 
— he  meant  the  librarians — could  give  valuable  advice  as  to  the  best 
reading  books  for  use  in  the  schools.  There  was  another  field  in  which 
they  might  look  for  guidance  from  this  Association,  viz,^  in  the  selection 
of  prizes.  145,000  prizes  were  given  by  the  Council  to  the  children  of 
elementary  schools  last  year.  This  seemed  to  him  to  open  up  a  very 
large  area  for  useful  reading,  and  he  felt  very  anxious  that  these  books 
should  be  selected  so  as  to  afford  the  best  possible  reading  for  the 
children.  Would  the  Library  Association  assist  the  County  Council 
by  drawing  up  lists  of  best  books  for  infants,  of  best  books  for  children 
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between  seven  and  ten,  for  children  between  ten  and  twelve,  and  for 
children  over  twelve.  If  they  could  learn  from  those  gentlemen  who 
had  so  much  to  do  with  books,  as  members  of  this  Association,  or  if  the 
Association  would  make  recommendations  as  to  the  best  books  in  its 
corporate  capacity,  he  thought  it  would  be  a  very  great  help  indeed  to 
the  Education  Committee  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  B.  M.  Allen  (Assistant  Executive  Officer  of  the  Education 
Department,  L.C.C.)  said  that,  as  Dr.  Garnett  had  spoken  so  well  on 
the  possibilities  of  co-operation  between  the  County  Council  and  the 
library  authorities  in  London,  he  would  not  deal  further  with  the 
question  as  it  affected  the  Metropolis.  He  wished  to  say  a  word  with 
reference  to  the  system  in  force  at  Cardiff,  as  he  had  recently  been 
deputed  by  the  London  County  Council  to  look  into  the  system  there. 
He  was  very  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  he  found  the  most  complete 
co-operation  in  Cardiff  between  the  libraries  and  the  schools,  and  it  was 
very  interesting  to  see  how  fully  the  books  were  used  and  how  the  school 
authorities  worked  hand  in  hand  with  the  library  authorities  in  connec- 
tion with  this  scheme.  The  system  was  worked  admirably,  and  the 
result  was  that  practically  every  child  in  Cardifi^  over  eleven  years  of 
age,  always  had  a  good  book  at  home.  This  circulation  of  books  went 
on  for  a  period  of  four  years,  and  these  books  were  read  not  only  by 
the  children  themselves  but  by  other  members  of  the  family.  They 
could  not  judge  of  the  full  results  now ;  they  would  be  able  to  tell  better 
in  a  few  years'  time  all  the  good  that  had  been  achieved.  It  was  a 
system  of  this  kind  that  they  wanted  to  develop  in  the  villages,  vix,, 
the  circulation  of  books  among  school  children.  He  believed  the  most 
helpful  form  their  work  could  take  was  that  of  developing  co-operation 
between  libraries  and  educational  authorities  and  inducing  the  children 
to  circulate  the  books  in  their  homes.  In  that  way,  even  if  they  did  not 
get  the  Bill  through  Parliament  now,  they  would  get  the  children  and 
parents  interested  in  books,  and  when  once  the  people  themselves  be- 
came interested  in  books,  there  would  be  comparatively  little  difficulty 
in  getting  the  necessary  legislation. 

Dr.  R.  MuLLiNEUX  Walmesley  (Northampton  Institute,  Clerken- 
well)  expressed  his  thanks  to  the  Association.  He  had  expected  to  hear 
something  in  the  paper  bearing  upon  the  question  of  London  districts, 
which  seemed  to  have  been  omitted.  As  they  had  called  upon  him  he 
wished  to  emphasise  the  necessity  of  spreadmg  good  books  and  good 
reading  amongst  the  younger  generation.  No  one  so  much  as  those 
who  lived  in  London  could  feel  such  pain  at  finding  the  younger  genera- 
tion devoting  its  leisure  to  the  worse  than  trash  which  was  circulating 
in  such  large  quantities.  If  that  could  be  altered  it  would  be  of  the 
greatest  benefit.  The  advantages  of  free  education  were  in  danger  of 
being  counterbalanced  by  the  children  reading  the  very  worst  kind  of 
trash  that  could  be  imagined.  With  regard  to  a  grant-in-aid  for  village 
libraries,  he  was  in  sympathy  with  the  idea  of  developing  these  libraries 
on  lines  similar  to  those  mentioned  by  some  of  the  previous  speakers, 
but  the  argument  for  a  "grant-in-aid"  instead  of  a  "rate"  did  not 
appeal  so  strongly  to  him  ;  it  was  simply  shifting  the  payment  from 
one  pocket  to  another.  The  first  speaker  had  said  that  there  was  a 
growing  feeling  against  increased  rates,  but  there  was  also  a  growing 
feeling  against  an  increase  of  taxes.  If  the  grant-in-aid  system  was 
pressed  too  far  they  might  find  themselves  checkmated  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  the  Chairman  put  the  resolution 
to  the  meeting,  which  was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  E.  Wyndham  Hulme  (Patent  Office)  had  great  pleasure  in 
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proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Farr  for  his  very  excellent  paper. 
This  was  the  first  time  Mr.  Farr  had  appeared  before  the  footlights  in 
London,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  the  last.  Mr.  Farr  had  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  a  large  majority  for  his  resolution  by  carefully 
avoiding  all  debatable  points  and  by  sticking  close  to  the  general 
principle  of  centralisation.  He  trusted  that  when  the  Bill  for  the 
extension  of  the  Library  Acts  to  the  counties  came  before  the  House 
there  would  be  no  compromise  in  the  matter,  and  that  they  would 
insist  upon  one  authority  for  education  and  library  administration  in 
the  counties,  and  that  they  would  make  the  educational  authority  the 
library  authority  without  reservation  of  any  sort.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  large  county  towns  had  a  duty  to  perform  ;  they  should  not  adopt 
the  dog-in-the-manger  attitude  of  refusing  to  allow  outlying  districts 
to  share  the  benefits  which  their  libraries  conferred  upon  the  towns 
people.  The  serving  of  these  districts  could  most  efficiently  and  eco- 
nomically be  carried  out  from  these  established  centres.  Efficiency  and 
economy  required  not  a  multiplication  of  libraries  and  costly  buildings, 
but  an  improved  method  of  book  distribution  from  different  centres. 
The  difficulties  which  had  arisen  over  the  rate  limitation  would  disap- 
pear, for  the  county  education  rate  would  cover  everything  without  any 
library  rate.  The  future  of  the  profession  as  well  as  that  of  the  library 
movement  was  closely  bound  up  with  the  centralisation  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  libraries,  and  this  principle  he  hoped  to  see  embodied  in 
legislation  at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  H.  Bond  (St.  Pancras)  had  much  pleasure  in  formally  seconding 
the  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Farr  for  his  excellent  paper  on  a  very  important 
subject. 

Carried  with  acclamation. 

Mr.  H.  Farr  expressed  his  thanks  for  their  kindness  in  listening  to 
his  paper.  He  was  very  pleased  they  had  had  temerity  to  pass  the 
resolution  in  spite  of  all  the  warnings  they  had  heard. 

Councillor  T.  C.  Abbott  (Manchester)  said  he  desired  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  asking  this  meeting  to  give  a  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  Chairmah,  not  merely  for  his  presence  and  his  admirable  speech, 
but  also  for  the  services  which  he  had  rendered  to  the  Association 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years  in  promoting,  so  far  as  lay  in  his 
power,  the  Bill  which  was  before  the  House.  It  had  not  been  Mr. 
Tennant's  fault,  nor  the  fault  of  those  who  co-operated  with  him,  that 
the  Bill  had  not  been  passed,  but  simply  the  stupid  rules  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  He  hoped  that  the  present  Parliament  would  be  less 
controversial  and  would  so  change  the  rules  that  their  Bill  might  be 
brought  forward  and  passed  at  an  early  date.  The  subject  of  the  paper 
to  which  they  had  listened  was  one  that  interested  him  very  much.  It 
was  combined  with  the  Bill  for  the  removal  of  the  rate  limitation,  and 
he  thought  the  aims  of  the  two  Bills  required  that  they  should  be 
framed  together.  A  good  deal  depended  upon  the  increase  of  revenue 
in  the  central  district.  He  came  from  a  district  where  they  believed 
that  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  large  towns  if  the  penny 
rate  limit  could  be  abolished.  They  also  believed  in  giving  small  towns 
and  industrial  villages  the  benefit  of  the  Libraries  Acts  and  that  some 
steps  should  be  taken  to  further  these  measures  which  would  result  in 
a  complete  library  system  throughout  the  country,  which  was  hindered 
because  the  machinery  could  not  be  put  in  operation.  In  his  own 
district  they  had  spent  more  than  ;£'25,ooo  per  annum,  or  about  i  Jd.  in 
the  pound  of  rateable  value,  and  were  able  to  put  the  machinery  in 
operation,  and  they  had  power  to  levy  a  twopenny  rate.  In  Birmingham 
also  they  were  able  to  give  the  advantages  of  the  Acts  to  the  poorest 
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people.  Why  should  not  the  small  places  be  able  to  do  the  same  thing  ? 
He  hoped  the  Legislation  Committee  would  consider  the  resolution  as 
an  instruction  from  the  meeting,  and  take  steps  to  promote  the  circula- 
tion of  knowledge  and  bring  the  advantages  of  libraries  within  the 
reach  of  all.  This  action  logically  followed  the  work  which  was  done 
at  Cambridge,  at  the  Annual  Conference,  when  a  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Education  and  Public  Libraries  was  unanimously 
adopted,  which  embodied  several  important  resolutions.  The  Library 
Association  was  now  organising  a  Conference  which  was  to  be  held  at 
Birmingham  on  the  3rd  of  May,  when  it  was  expected  that  every 
municipal  and  educational  authority  in  thirteen  counties  would  be 
represented,  and  a  note  would  be  sounded  to  the  House  of  Commons 
which  would  show  that  they  meant  to  carry  their  measures.  The  Bill 
for  extending  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  to  counties  was  in  close  touch 
with  the  movement  which  Mr.  Tennant  had  done  so  much  to  promote. 
He  had  great  pleasure  in  proposing  this  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  Henry  R.  Tedder  had  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  vote  of 
thanks. 

The  Chairman  said  he  was  very  grateful  for  the  kind  manner  in 
which  they  had  received  this  motion  and  for  the  kind  sentiments 
mentioned  by  the  proposer  and  seconder.  They  all  hoped,  in  accord- 
ance with  Councillor  Abbott  that  they  would  have  some  machinery 
from  Parliament  by  which  they  might  be  able  to  expedite  legislation. 
They  did  not  always  get  the  legislation  they  asked  for,  and  if  they  made 
the  machinery  too  slippery  and  easy  he  thought  they  mi^ht  have  some 
people  talking  about  the  rates,  talking  of  ad  hoc  authorities,  and  other 
familiar  things.  His  friend  Mr.  Abbott  had  talked  about  non-contro- 
versial legislation ;  in  the  very  interesting  discussion  they  had  had  this 
evening,  though  they  were  able  to  conduct  their  proceedings  with 
harmony  and  courtesy,  yet  at  the  same  time  they  could  not  say  they 
were  unanimous  in  their  opinions.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the 
reader  of  the  paper  recommended  certain  organisations  and  centrali- 
sation, and  they  had  had  most  interesting  speeches  recommending  just 
the  reverse,  and  really  it  was  not  for  him  to  say  what  was  the  right 
principle  to  adopt.  One  method  would  suit  one  community  and  one 
another.  Like  many  other  things  in  this  life  they  had  to  consider  each 
suggestion  on  its  merits  and  adopt  the  one  which  was  most  suitable  to 
the  individual  case.  He  had  been  very  much  interested  and  not  a  little 
instructed  by  what  he  had  heard  and  was  very  grateful  for  their  kind 
reception. 

The  meeting  then  terminated. 

Bristol  and  Western  District  Branch  of  the  Library 
Association. 

October  Meeting.* 
A  meeting  of  the  Bristol  and  Western  District  Branch  of  the  Lib- 
rary Association  was  held  at  Bath  on  Wednesday,  4th  October.  A 
large  party  went  from  Bristol  in  the  afternoon,  and  they  were  welcomed 
at  the  Grand  Pump  Room  by  Mr.  T.  Sturge  Cotterell  (President-Elect) 
and  other  residents  of  the  city.  The  Roman  Bath  was  visited,  and  its 
antiquities  were  described  by  Mr.  Sturge  Cotterell.  Afterwards  tea 
was  served  at  the  Bath,  and  then  a  visit  was  made  to  the  Reference 
Library  and  the  Municipal  Art  Gallery  in  the  Guildhall. 

*  This  report  was  forwarded  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  last  year,  but  did  not 
come  to  hand.  It  is  now  published  in  order  to  preserve  an  unbroken  record  oft 
the  proceedings  of  the  branch. 
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At  a  meeting  held  subsequently  in  the  old  Council  Chamber,  the 
Guildhall,  Alderman  John  Walls  (Bristol)  presided  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  proceedings,  and  proposed  that  Mr.  T.  Sturge  Cotterell  be 
President  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months.  In  some  remarks  respecting 
public  libraries,  he  alluded  to  fiction  and  its  place  in  the  public  libraries. 
The  question  had  been  asked  if  in  Bristol  they  included  juvenile  litera- 
ture in  fiction.  They  did  not,  and  it  would  not  be  fair  to  do  so,  since 
juvenile  literature  contained  many  books  of  elementary  science,  travels, 
and  so  forth,  and  to  include  that  under  the  head  of  fiction  would  be  to 
give  a  wrong  impression.  He  thought  no  city  could  be  considered  up- 
to-date  or  abreast  of  the  times  which  did  not  possess  public  library 
facilities.  He  adverted  to  some  of  the  arguments  used  against  public 
libraries,  and  said  he  had  been  struck  with  the  very  feeble  opposition 
to  accepting  Mr.  Carnegie's  offer,  regarded  from  the  argumentative 
point  of  view,  in  Bath.  Some  of  the  reasons  were  so  obvious  that  the 
youngest  member  of  their  staff  in  Bristol  could  have  replied  to  them. 
They  had  trotted  out  one  of  the  stock  arguments,  embodied  in  the  in- 
dividual, that  like  the  poor  they  had  always  with  them  the  fiction 
reader.  People  did  not  see  why  they  should  find  money  for  books  of 
fiction.  The  answer  was  that  the  day  had  gone  by  when  that  question 
should  be  raised.  John  Morley  said  he  hoped  fiction  might  never  get 
below  40  per  cent,  in  their  libraries.  There  was  fiction  and  fiction  ; 
and  he  thought  good  wholesome  fiction  was  most  desirable,  and  so  far 
from  doing  harm  it  was  good.  Many  people  knew  more  of  geography 
and  history  through  fiction  than  they  had  learned  at  school.  He  hoped 
Mr.  Sturge  Cotterell  and  those  with  him  in  Bath  would  be  successful  as 
to  Mr.  Carnegie's  offer.  He  then  proposed  the  election  of  Mr.  Sturge 
Cotterell  as  President  of  the  society. 

This  was  agreed  to  unanimously,  and  Mr.  Sturge  Cotterell  then 
took  the  chair. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  Alderman  Walls,  the  retiring  Pre- 
sident ;  to  Mr.  E.  R.  Norris  Mathews,  the  Hon.  Treasurer ;  and  Mr.  L. 
Acland  Taylor,  the  Hon.  Secretary. 

The  report  of  the  Council  was  read  by  Mr.  Acland  Taylor,  and  it 
stated  that  the  total  membership  now  was  eighty. 

The  Prbsidbnt  delivered  an  address,  in  which  he  afforded  a  glimpse 
of  the  libraries  that  existed  in  Bath  years  ago,  particularly  in  the 
eighteenth  century,  when  the  city  was  the  rendezvous  of  many  eminent 
men  and  women.  Some  interesting  gossiping  details  were  afforded, 
and  a  mass  of  information  respecting  the  literature  of  Bath  was  given 
in  a  comparatively  small  compass.  As  to  the  valuable  collection  of 
books  in  the  Guildhall  Reference  Library,  he  said  it  was  only  about  ten 
years  ago  that  it  was  opened.  One  small  room  on  the  top  floor  of  that 
building  was  sufficient  to  hold  all  they  then  possessed.  It  then  com- 
prised mainly  the  Abbey  and  Chapman  collections.  It  was  possible  the 
Abbey  collection  at  one  period  belonged  to  the  Corporation,  who  had 
the  right  of  presentation  to  the  living  and  the  appointment  of  the 
organist.  But  with  the  sale  of  the  living  to  the  Simeon  Trustees  the 
control  of  the  library  apparently  was  transferred  to  the  Abbey  autho- 
rities. Now,  with  the  Tottenham  collection,  the  Peach  collection  of 
Bath  books,  the  Pendergast  collection  of  800  volumes,  the  library  of 
the  late  Mr.  Morris,  contributions  by  the  Rev.  H.  H.  Winwood,  Mr. 
Chivers,  and  others,  they  had  over  9,000  volumes,  a  really  remarkable 
collection,  forming  on  the  whole  a  complete  history  of  Bath  and 
Somerset — a  collection  for  its  size  that  would  be  very  hard  to  beat. 

16 
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Bristol  Repbrencb  Library. 

Mr.  L.  AcLAND  Taylor,  Deputy  City  Librarian  of  Bristol,  read  a 
paper  entitled  "  Some  Bibliographical  Aids  in  the  Public  Libraries  of 
Bristol  ".     The  writer,  after  apologising  for  introducing  so  many  works 
with  which  his  hearers  would  be  already  acquainted,  excused  their 
introduction  on  the  grounds  that  memory  might  be  revived,  and  that 
some  stray  fact  might  perchance  be  new  and  serviceable.     After  stating 
that  no  work  would  be  mentioned  which  was  not  included  in  one  or 
other  of  the  public  libraries  of  Bristol,  he  went   on  to  say  that  the 
science  of  bibliography  might  be  divided  into  two  main  divisions,  the 
one  having  to  do  with  form,  the  other  with  substance.     The  first  dealt 
with   the   external   characteristics  of  books,   their  forms,   prices   and 
rarity,   with   typographical   details,   including  name  of  printer,   date, 
and  place  of  publication — that  was  termed  material  bibliography.     The 
second  division  explained  the  substance  or  contents  of  books,  and  by 
its  aid,  books  classified  by  subject.     That,  as  distinctive  from  material, 
was  termed  literary  bibliography.     After  stating  that  the  paper  made 
no  attempt  to  separate  material  from  literary  bibliography  further  than 
was  indicated  by  the  title  of  a  work,  the  writer  remarked  it  would 
seem  appropriate  to  give  the  place  of  honour   to  The  British  Museum 
Catalogue  of  Printed  Books.    That  grand  work,   with  its  supplement 
just  completed,  might  be  termed  the  backbone  of  the  science  of  biblio- 
graphy.    Every  book  in  the  vast  collection  of  the  British  Museum, 
down  to  the  year  1900,  was  there  set  out  with  all  details  necessary  to 
its  identification.     The  400  parts,  minus  the   supplement   (just  com- 
pleted), had  been  bound  into  fifty-two  neat  buckram  volumes,  and  it 
might  be  said,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  they  were  the  most 
frequently  used  folios  in  the  libraries.     Here,  under  names  renowned 
in    literary  history,   might  be   found   a  practical   bibliography   which 
one   might   in  vain  seek  elsewhere.     After  dealing  with  Mr.    Fortes- 
cue's  Subject  Index  of  the  British   Museum  Catalogue,  and  Mr.  George 
Bullen's  Catalogue  of  Early  English  Books,  the  writer  mentions  the 
Annales   Typographici  of    Maittaire.      Michael    Maittaire  (1668-1747), 
a  Frenchman,  was  educated  at  Westminster  and  Christ  Church,  Oxford. 
It  has  been  said  of  him  that  he  first  established  bibliography  in  Eng- 
land on  a  solid  basis.     In  1719  he  published  his  Annales  Typographici. 
The  second  volume  divided  into  two  parts,  and  continued  to  the  year 
1536,  was  published  at  The  Hague  in  1722.     The  third  volume  from  the 
same  press  was  issued  in  two  parts  in  1725*  and  brought  the  annals 
down  to  the  year  1664.     What  is  usually  considered  the  fourth  volume 
was   published  at  Amsterdam  in   1733 ;  it  was  a  revision  of  all  the 
former  volumes.     In    1741    the   fifth   and  last  volume  was  issued  in 
London  in  two  parts,  like  the  two  preceding  volumes.     A  supplement 
was  published  in  Vienna  in  1789,  and  contained  6,311  articles  omitted 
by  Maittaire.     It  was  said  that  the  term  •bibliography,  as  used  in  its 
special  application  to  printed  books,  might  be  taken  to  date  from  the 
Bibliographic  Instructive  of  De  Bure  in  1763,  as  his  work  first  popular- 
ised the  study  which  the  growth   of  libraries  and  the  commerce  in 
literature  had  created.    The  first  really  comprehensive  bibliographical 
work  in  Germany  was  Ebert's  Allgemeines  Bihliographische  Lexikon^  the 
first  volume  of  which  appeared  in  1821,  and  the  second  in  1830.     The 
work  had  been  translated  into  English,  but  the  German  edition  was  the 
one  in  the  library.     No  bibliographical  collection  could  be  considered 
complete  without   an    edition  of  Brunei.      Its  plan  afforded   all  the 
advantages  of  a  dictionary  and  classed  catalogue,  and  as  a  practical 
work  of  reference,  whether  to  the  bibliographer  or  to  the  student,  it 
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was  the  most  complete  dictionary  yet  published  on  so  comprehensive  a 
scale.  Five  editions  had  been  published  between  1810  and  1865.  The 
edition  in  the  Bristol  collection  was  the  one  in  five  volumes — 1842-44. 
Ames's  Typographical  Antiquities  appeared  in  1749,  and  was  supported 
by  the  leading  antiquaries  and  printers  of  the  day.  Respecting  Nichols's 
Literary  Anecdotes  of  the  Eighteenth  Century,  the  writer  said :  "  It  was  not 
a  regular  history,  it  was  not  a  romantic  tale,  nor  a  work  of  fancy  which 
a  writer  might  amuse  himself  by  refining  till  he  frittered  away  his  own 
ideas.  It  was  a  mine  of  literary  materials,  whence  future  biographers 
and  historians  would  readily  and  unsparingly  collect  what  might  suit 
their  several  purposes."  Six  volumes  of  a  supplementary  work,  Illustra- 
tions of  the  Literary  History  of  the  Eighteenth  Century,  appeared  between 
1817  to  1831.  That  work  contained  much  of  Nichols's  correspondence, 
but  was  not  so  useful  as  the  preceding,  one  drawback  being  the  lack  of 
indexes.  Two  more  volumes  were  added  in  1848  and  1858  by  John 
Bowyer  Nichols,  a  son.  A  comparatively  recent  publication  is  A 
Transcript  of  the  Registers  of  the  Company  of  Stationers  of  London,  1554  to 
1640  A.D.,  five  vols.,  4to,  1875-94.  "The  Stationers  Company,"  said 
Mr.  Henry  B.  Wheatley,  "did  not  exist  under  that  name  many  years 
previous  to  1500,  but  the  mechanical  producers  of  books  had  long  before 
that  date  joined  themselves  together  for  the  purpose  of  their  trade. 
The  writers  of  court  hand  and  text  letter  and  limners  or  illuminators 
are  mentioned  as  early  as  the  year  1357  as  united  in  some  way,  and  on 
I2th  July,  1403,  the  reputable  men  of  the  craft  of  writers  of  text  letter 
and  other  good  citizens  of  London  who  were  wont  to  bind  and  sell 
books  presented  a  petition  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  in 
the  same  year  the  Lord  Mayor  gave  them  authority  to  form  themselves 
into  a  guild  or  fraternity.  When  printing  had  revolutionised  the  book 
trade,  the  successors  of  Caxton  saw  the  necessity  for  forming  some 
bond  of  union,  but,  in  place  of  keeping  themselves  distinct,  they  joined 
with  the  stationers,  and  so  the  old  name  has  been  continued,  to  our 
own  day,  to  include  all  the  trades  that  go  to  the  production  of  a  book." 
The  records  of  that  company  furnish  material  for  a  history  of  printing 
such  as  no  other  country  in  the  world  possessed.  It  was  a  rule  of  the 
craft  that  every  book  claimed  by  a  member  should  be  entered  under 
his  name,  with  the  idea  of  avoiding  disputes.  That  was  the  origin  of 
the  more  modern  statute  of  "  copyright ". 

Mr.  NoRRis  Mathews  said  they  were  proud  of  the  bibliographical 
section  in  the  Bristol  libraries,  and  they  would  be  rich  in  bibliography 
when  they  came  to  open  their  new  reference  library.  He  tendered 
their  thanks  to  Mr.  Acland  Taylor  for  his  paper. 

Mr.  J.  Baker  added  some  remarks,  and  said  they  had  an  extra- 
ordinary collection  of  books  in  Bristol,  if  any  one  was  at  work  on  a  par- 
ticular subject.  He  adverted  to  the  removal  of  the  books  from  the 
library  at  the  top  of  Park  Street  to  the  new  reference  library  near  Col- 
lege Green,  and  observed  that  the  people  of  the  city  should  feel  specially 
interested  in  the  volumes,  some  of  which  had  been  used  by  Southey, 
Coleridge,  Sir  Humphry  Davy,  and  many  other  celebrities  whose  names 
were  household  words.  People  now  could  handle  thoSe  same  books, 
and,  besides  this  interesting  fact,  there  was  the  immense  value  of  the 
contents  of  the  books. 

Thanks  were  voted  to  the  Mayor  of  Bath  for  the  loan  of  the  Guild- 
hall for  the  meeting  ;  to  Messrs.  Cedric  Chivers  and  Shum  for  the 
arrangements  made ;  and  to  Mr.  Sturge  Cotterell  for  his  description  of 
the  Roman  Bath. 
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A  meeting  of  the  above  was  held  in  the  John  Rylands  Library, 
Manchester,  on  Friday,  30th  March,  1906.  The  President,  Councillor 
T.  C.  Abbott,  presided.  Amongst  those  present  were  Messrs.  C.  W. 
Sutton,  M.A.  (Manchester),  C.  Goodyear  (Lancashire  Independent  Col- 
lege), L.  Dillon  (Manchester),  Fletcher  Moss,  J.P.  (Manchester  Libraries 
Committee),  Edward  Holt,  J.P.  (Deputy  Chairman,  Manchester  Lib- 
raries Committee),  H.  D.  Simpson  (Manchester  Libraries  Committee), 
S.  Edwards  (Manchester  Libraries  Committee),  James  Hutt,  M.A. 
(Liverpool),  Archibald  Sparke  (Bolton),  Guthrie  Vine,  M.A.  ;John  Ry- 
lands Library),  A.  W.  Kiddle  (Manchester),  C.  H.  Hunt  (Bootle),  J.  Pom- 
fret  (Darwen),  J.  A.  Green  (Moss  Side),  J.  W.  Singleton  (Accrington),  J. 
Haines  (Liverpool),  H.  Wilkinson  (Rawtenstall),  J.  M.  Grindrod  (Bolton 
Co-operative  Library),  Alfred  Lancaster  (St.  Helens),  Harry  Townend 
(Bury),  R.  Ashton  (Blackburn),  and  Edward  McKnight  (Chorley),  Hon. 
Secretary. 

The  President  thanked  the  members  for  electing  him  President  of 
the  Branch. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  read  the  report  of  the  Council  on  the  educa- 
tion of  Library  Assistants  in  the  North-Western  District,  which  is  as 
follows : — 

Report  on  the  Education  of  Library  Assistants. 

In  June,  1905,  the  Council  appointed  a  Committee  to  consider  the 
education  of  library  assistants  in  the  North-Western  district.  The 
Committee  drew  up  a  report  which  was  presented  to  the  January  Meet- 
ing, and  referred  to  the  Council  for  further  consideration,  and  report 
to  the  next  meeting.  The  Council  have  had  the  matter  before  them, 
and  submit  the  following  recommendations  to  the  branch,  viz,  : — 

That  it  is  desirable 

(a)  To    form    an   Education    Committee   of   the   North-Westem 

Branch  to  take  the  place  of  the  Summer  School  Committee^ 
whose  duty  it  will  be  to  watch  over  and  control  (as  far  as 
possible)  the  education  of  library  assistants  in  the  North- 
Western  district. 

(b)  That  all  the  educational  work  of  the  branch  should  have  as 

its  object  the  preparation  of  candidates  for  librarianship,  and 
for  the  certificates  and  diploma  of  the  Library  Association. 

(c)  That  an  effort  be  made  to  arrange  classes  in  Library  Economy 

in  different  centres,  in  addition  to  the  Summer  School  of 
Librarianship. 

{d)  That  classes  in  Library  Economy  should  be  established  in  con- 
nection with  the  Liverpool  Technical  School,  similar  to  the 
classes  at  the  Manchester  Technical  School,  and  that  the 
Education  Committee  should  take  steps  to  further  that  object. 

(e)  That  library  assistants  who  are  not  able  to  attend  classes  be 
recommended  to  join  the  Correspondence  Classes  of  the  Lib- 
rary Association. 

(/)  That  the  Education  Committee  of  the  branch  should  take  steps 
to  inform  Library  Committees  and  librarians  of  the  facilities 
for  the  education  of  library  assistants  in  the  North-Westem 
district,  and  urge  them  to  give  encouragement  and  oppor- 
tunities to  their  staffs  to  take  advantage  of  such  facilities. 

Mr.  McKnight,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said  the 
educational  work  of  the  branch,  as  far  as  assistants  were  concerned, 
previously  had  consisted  of  the  provision  of  the  Summer  School  of 
Librarianship,  which  was  a  course  of  lectures  and  a  series  of  visits  to. 
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libraries  arranged  on  three  successive  days  in  the  month  of  June 
annually.  The  Summer  School  had  done  valuable  work  in  inspiring  and 
stimulating  students,  but  it  was  felt  by  some  that  its  work  was  too 
limited  and  not  sufficiently  complete.  Efforts  had  been  made  to  cover 
definite  ground  by  arranging  lectures  on  certain  sections  of  the  Library 
Association  Examination  syllabus,  efforts  that  had  met  with  partial 
success  only.  They  hoped  the  scheme  suggested  in  the  report  would 
provide  a  satisfactory  solution  by  the  arrangement  of  travelling  classes, 
in  addition  to  the  Summer  School.  Help  ought  to  be  given  by  Library 
Committees.  Assistants  worked  too  long  hours,  and  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  they  would  be  fit  for  study  when  the  day's  work  was 
finished.  He  thought  classes  at  the  Technical  School  would  be  better 
attended  and  more  successful  if  held  in  the  morning,  when  the  work  in 
libraries  was  not  so  heavy.  That  would  of  course  need  the  help  and 
co-operation  of  Library  Committees. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Sutton  seconded  the  resolution,  and  informed  the  meeting 
that  the  classes  for  library  assistants  at  the  Manchester  Technical  School 
had  been  fairly  successful.  There  were  many  lady  assistants  in  Man- 
chester who  did  not  attend  the  classes.  They  seemed  to  have  no 
ambition  to  occupy  more  responsible  positions.  He  felt  every  day  the 
desirability  of  having  better  trained  assistants  in  public  libraries. 

The  President  in  supporting  the  resolution  thought  that  an  addi 
tional  clause  should  be  inserted  in  the  report  recommending  Library 
Committees  to  appoint  to  responsible  positions  only  those  who  possessed 
the  certificates  and  diploma  of  the  Association.  The  resolution  was 
carried  unanimously,  and  the  Council,  with  the  addition  of  Mr.  Cowell, 
were  elected  the  Education  Committee. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  discussion,  the  Chairman  called  on  Mr. 
Jambs  Hutt,  M.A.,  of  the  Liverpool  Lyceum  Library,  to  read  his  paper 
on  "  Libraries  and  Public  Opinion  ".  In  his  paper,  which  took  nearly 
an  hour  to  read,  Mr.  Hutt  discussed  the  articles  that  have  appeared  in 
the  press  for  the  last  150  years,  and  dealt  especially  with  those  that 
have  lately  appeared  attacking  the  public  libraries,  showing  that  they 
were  unjust  and  largely  due  to  prejudice  and  the  failure  of  the  writers 
to  make  the  necessary  preliminary  inquiries.  He  went  on  to  show  that 
an  ideal  should  be  set  before  the  public  as  regards  the  public  library, 
viz.,  the  general  culture  of  the  whole  community,  and  pointed  out  how 
far,  in  his  estimation,  this  had  been  attained,  and  how  far  the  libraries 
are  working  towards  this  end.  By  such  means  as  school  libraries, 
courses  of  lectures,  co-operation  with  the  N.H.R.U.  and  University 
Extension  movement,  the  libraries  are  doing  a  good  deal,  but  there  is 
room  for  further  work,  and  Mr.  Hutt  suggested  various  directions  in 
which  this  might  proceed.  He  suggested  the  appointment  by  the 
education  department  of  the  larger  towns  of  a  general  superintendent 
of  school  libraries,  improvements  and  extension  of  educational  work 
for  library  assistants  and  those  seeking  employment  in  libraries,  point- 
ing out  that  as  the  library  is  rapidly  becoming  an  important  educational 
factor,  so  must  librarians  keep  abreast  of  the  times.  Mr.  Hutt  then 
turned  to  the  Library  Association,  and  remarked  that  as  a  body  it  might 
do  much  towards  these  ends,  especially  in  the  matter  of  education. 

The  paper  was- discussed  by  many  members,  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  to  Mr.  Hutt. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sutton,  seconded  byJMr.  McKnight,  a  re- 
solution of  sympathy  was  passed  to  the  widow  and  family  of  the  late 
Mr.  J.  P.  Edmond,  who  took  an  active  interest  in  library  association 
work  in  the  North-Western  District  previous  to  his  removal  to  Edin- 
burgh. 
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It  was  announced  that  it  was  hoped  to  hold  the  Summer  School  in 
the  Liverpool  district  in  June,  and  to  have  a  general  meeting  of  the 
branch  in  the  same  district  about  the  same  time. 

Northern  Counties  Library  Association. 

Meeting  at  Carlisle. 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Northern  Counties  Library  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  Carlisle  on  Wednesday,  28th  March.  The  members 
assembled  at  Tullie  House  at  12.30,  and  were  shown  over  the  Library, 
Museum  and  Art  Gallery  by  the  Principal  of  Tullie  House  (Mr. 
Mclntire),  Mr.  Hope  (Curator  of  the  Museum),  and  Mr.  T.  Gray 
(Deputy  Librarian).  The  Business  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Art  Gallery 
at  Tullie  House,  when  the  chair  was  occupied  by  the  President  of  the 
Association,  Mr.  Butler  Wood,  Chief  Librarian  of  the  Bradford  Public 
Free  Libraries.  A  welcome  to  the  Association  was  extended  by  the 
Mayor  and  Sir  Benjamin  Scott,  Chairman  of  the  Public  Library, 
Museum  and  Art  Gallery  Committee.  Those  present  included  the 
Rev.  J.  Christie,  Mr.  F.  P.  Dixon,  Mr.  Thompson  Wigham,  Mr.  Hinds, 
Mr.  Mclntire,  Mr.  T.  Gray,  Mr.  H.  G.  Steele,  Mr.  S.  Rigg,  Mr.  S.  W. 
Moore,  and  Mr.  P.  Blackwell,  Carlisle ;  Mr.  B.  Anderton,  City  Librarian, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  ;  Mr.  Baker  Hudson,  Middlesbrough;  Mr.  H.  E. 
Johnston,  Gateshead,  Hon.  Sec;  Mr.  Fitz-James  White,  A.R.C.A., 
Principal  of  the  Gateshead  School  of  Art ;  Messrs.  B.  R.  Hill,  J.  Walton, 
W.  H.  Gibson,  J.  Briggs,  C.  J.  Zanetti,  W.  E.  Hurford,  Arkle  Judc,  and 
W.  M.  Burnett,  Newcastle ;  Mr.  Charlton  Deas,  Sunderland ;  Messrs. 
E.  Bailey  and  R.  M.  Daniel,  South  Shields;  Mr.  J.  W.  C.  Purves, 
Workington  ;  Messrs.  W.  Graham  and  T.  Hedley,  Gateshead  ;  Miss 
Stuart,  Penrith ;  and  Mr.  B.  S.  Crossley,  Keighley. 

The  Mayor,  in  welcoming  the  Association  to  the  city,  gave  a  briei 
account  of  Tullie  House,  which  was  opened  in  1893.  '^^^  work  of  the 
Public  Library  was  gradually  expanding,  and  according  to  the  last  issued 
report  there  had  been  an  increase  of  nearly  13,000  m  the  number  of 
books  issued  over  the  previous  year.  Much  as  they  all  valued  good 
fiction,  he  personally  would  be  glad  to  see  the  nearly  84  per  cent,  which 
represented  the  proportion  of  works  of  fiction  in  the  total  issue  of 
books  rather  lower.  The  percentage,  however,  showed  signs  of  becom- 
ing lower,  for  while  in  1900  it  had  risen  to  89*3  per  cent.,  it  dropped  in 
the  following  year  to  84*9,  and  was  last  year  83*9.  He  hoped  the 
diminution  would  go  on.  Having  described  the  system  of  students' 
tickets,  which  permitted  the  holder  to  borrow  a  second  volume  of  a 
non-fictional  character,  he  said  there  were  about  18,000  volumes  in  the 
library,  and  the  number  of  borrowers  was  4,30a  Calling  attention  to 
the  Jackson  Library,  he  said  that  hitherto,  owing  to  the  want  of  classifi- 
cation, of  a  proper  catalogue,  and  of  proper  storage  room,  it  had  not 
been  of  the  value  to  students  of  local  history,  language  and  dialects, 
customs  and  archaeology  that  it  should  have  been ;  but  shortly,  when 
these  difficulties  were  overcome,  it  would  become  a  most  valuable  part 
of  Tullie  House,  because  there  was  nothing  like  it  anywhere  else  of 
the  same  local  value  in  Cumberland  and  Westmorland.  They  hoped 
shortly  to  have  the  catalogue  of  the  library  printed  for  the  use  of 
students,  and  the  whole  library  removed  from  its  present  incommodious 
quarters  to  the  Subscription  Library.  He  concluded  by  aeain  welcom- 
ing the  Association  to  the  city,  and  with  the  expression  of  a  hope  that 
they  would  enjoy  their  visit. 

Sir  Benjamin  Scott  also  extended  a  welcome  to  the  Association, 
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and  spoke  briefly  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's  connection  with  Carlisle  and 
the  part  played  by  it  in  his  fiction,  which  he  was  sorry  young  people 
did  not  read  as  much  nowadays  as  they  ought  to. 

The  President  of  the  Association,  in  acknowledging  the  welcome, 
said  the  percentage  of  fiction  was  very  high,  the  average  in  the  public 
libraries  of  the  United  Kingdom  being  65  per  cent.  He  expressed 
appreciation  of  the  Jackson  Library,  and  urged  the  importance  of 
libraries  ever)rwhere  collecting  the  works  relating  to  their  districts. 

The  business  of  the  meeting  was  then  proceeded  with,  and  it  was 
announced  that  the  next  Quarterly  Meeting  would  be  at  Harrogate. 

Carlisle  in  Literature. 

This  was  the  subject  of  a  paper  which  was  read  by  Mr.  W.  T. 
Mclntire,  the  Principal  of  TuUie  House.  Discussing  the  connection 
of  Carlisle  with  the  legend  of  King  Arthur,  he  said  :  "  This  is  no  time  or 
place  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  the  many  vexed  and  heated  ques- 
tions that  surround  the  life  and  nationality  of  that  shadowy  hero,  yet  as 
good  North  Countrymen,  and  on  the  strength  of  much  strong  evidence, 
I  do  not  think  we  need  deny  a  Cumbrian  origin  to  some  portion  at  least 
of  this  great  legendary  cycle.  Those  of  us  who  have  looked  into  that 
rich  storehouse  of  mingled  myth  and  history — the  early  Kymric  litera- 
ture— will  not  have  failed  to  note  the  prominent  part  played  by  the 
ancient  'Cardueil*  in  many  an  episode  narrated  by  the  four  great 
Welsh  bards.  Of  these,  Myrddhin,  known  to  us  all  since  childhood 
under  the  more  familiar  name  of  Merlin,  was  said  to  have  been  a  Cum- 
brian, and  we  are  told  how  after  a  life-long  struggle  to  unite  the  war- 
ring Kymric  tribes  of  Cumbria  against  their  common  foe,  the  Saxon,  he 
died  broken-hearted  and  bereft  of  his  reason,  amid  the  ruin  of  his  hopes 
brought  about  by  the  bloody  inter-tribal  battle  of  Arthuret,  which  shat- 
tered the  Keltic  power  in  Cumbria.  Passing  on  through  the  versions  of 
the  legend  due  to  Layamon  and  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  we  find  the 
great  work  of  Sir  Thomas  Malory  particularly  rich  in  allusions  to  our 
city.  It  is  to  Carlisle  that  Sir  Tristram  sends  the  defeated  Sir  Palainede 
to  be  baptised  by  the  SaflFragan ;  it  is  to  Carlisle  that  the  wounded  Sir 
Urre  comes  to  be  healed  of  his  hurt  by  the  touch  of  a  Knight  of  Arthur's 
Court ;  and  it  is  into  Carlisle  that,  cured  by  the  laying  on  of  Sir  Lance- 
lot's hands,  he  is  led  with  shouts  of  joy  and  thanksgiving.  Again, 
Carlisle  is  the  scene  of  the  condemnation  of  the  faithless  Queen  Guine- 
vere, and  of  her  rescue  from  a  fiery  death  by  Sir  Lancelot,  who  bears 
her  off  in  triumph  to  his  castle  of  Joyous  Guard,  sometimes  identified 
with  Alnwick.  Finally,  it  is  to  Carlisle  that  the  repentant  knight,  wish- 
ing to  become  reconciled  with  King  Arthur,  brings  back  the  Queen, 
enduring  with  commendable  patience  the  rather  undignified  abuse  of 
Sir  Gawaine.  Two  well-known  ballads,  moreover,  refer  to  the  days 
when 

King  Arthur  lived  in  merry  Carleile 

And  seemly  was  to  see. 

The  first,  that  of  the  *  Marriage  of  Sir  Gawaine,'  is  a  variant  of  the 
story  told  by  Chaucer  in  the  Wife  of  Bath's  tale,  and  relates  how  King 
Arthur,  foiled  in  his  attempt  to  subdue  a  felon  baron  who  dwelt  at  Tarn 
Wadling,  near  High  Hesket,  through  his  inability  to  solve  the  riddle 
*  What  do  women  most  desire  ? '  is  aided  by  a  repulsive  hag  who  stipu- 
lates as  her  reward  the  hand  of  one  of  his  knights.     The  rather  obvious 

answer  to  the  baron's  riddle,  *  All  women  will  have  their  will This 

is  their  chief  desyre,'  procures  the  speedy  discomfiture  of  the  magician, 
but  the  reward  still  remains  to  be  paid.  Sir  Gawaine  unselfishly  im- 
molates himself  upon  the  altar  of  his  knightly  obedience  and  agrees  to 
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marnr  the  lady.  Needless  to  add,  she  turns  out  after  all  to  be  a  young 
and  beautiful  lady,  who  has  been  placed  beneath  a  spell  by  a  wicked 
enchanter.  The  second  ballad  is  that  of  the  '  Boy  and  the  Mantle '. 
To  King  Arthur's  Court  at  Carlisle  comes  an  impudent  and,  to  modem 
ideas,  somewhat  too  free-spoken  boy,  who  brings  with  him  a  mantle  of 
wondrous  beauty.  This  mantle,  he  avers,  will  only  fit  the  lady  who  has 
been  true  to  her  knight.  One  after  another,  the  ladies  of  the  Court, 
commencing  with  Queen  Guinevere,  essay  the  robe,  only  to  fail  igno- 
miniously,  until  the  turn  of  Sir  Craddock's  wife  comes.  A  similar  scene 
ensues  when  the  boy  points  to  a  haunch  of  venison  on  the  table  and 
proclaims  that  only  the  knight  whose  lady  is  true  to  him  can  carve  the 
joint.  Thereupon  most  of  the  knights  pretend  they  have  lost  their 
knives,  but  Sir  Craddock  comes  to  the  rescue  and  cuts  the  Gordian 
knot." 

The  Border  Ballads. 

Passing  over  many  years  of  the  history  of  Carlisle,  illustrated  by 
mere  historical  allusions  in  the  pages  of  chroniclers  such  as  Matthew 
of  Westminster,  and  William  of  Malmesbury,  he  came  to  the  period 
which  gave  birth  to  her  chief  literary  glory,  the  great  cycle  of  Border 
ballads,  which  he  said  threw  a  vivid  light  upon  many  varied  aspects  of  life 
in  the  North  Country  from  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  to  the  end 
of  the  sixteenth  century.  Of  all  these  ballads,  none,  he  said,  are  more 
interesting  than  those  which  tell  of  the  relations  between  England  and 
Scotland  in  these  early  days  of  the  Wardens  of  the  Marches  and  the 
Debatable  Land.  The  **  Captain  of  Carlisle  Castle,"  as  he  is  called,  is 
always  considered  fair  game  by  the  Scotch  freebooter,  and  many  songs 
are  sum;  at  his  expense.  A  good  example  is  that  of  the  Lochmaben 
Harper.  This  ballad  relates  how  the  old  harper  introduces  himself  into 
the  household  of  the  Warden  of  Carlisle  Castle,  and  when  "  as  aye  he 
harped  and  aye  he  carped,"  he  had  lulled  the  Warden  or  his  guests  to 
sleep,  he  steals  down  to  the  stable  where  his  old  grey  mare  is  tied  up, 
and  attaching  her  bridle  to  the  halter  of  his  host's  best  horse,  lets  both 
go.  Next  morning  he  assumes  an  air  of  injured  innocence  and  claims 
compensation  for  hiis  stolen  mare.  Captivated  by  his  singing  or  playing, 
the  Warden,  though  annoyed  by  his  own  loss,  pays  the  harper  for  the 
*'  mare  he  never  lost,"  and  the  latter  goes  away  laughing  in  his  sleeve 
to  find  both  horse  and  mare  safe  at  Lochmaben.  But  the  finest  of 
these  ballads,  and  one  which  may  safely  bear  comparison  with  any 
other  poem  of  its  class  in  our  language,  is  that  of  Kinmont  Willie. 
Willie  Armstrong,  or  Kinmont  Willie,  has  been  captured  by  Lord 
Scroope  and  Sir  Thomas  Salkeld  on  a  day  of  truce,  in  defiance  of  Border 
law.  The  bold  Buccleuch  swears  to  rescue  him,  and  with  the  help  of 
twenty  brave  followers  makes  a  sudden  night  raid  upon  Carlisle,  gains 
entry  to  the  Castle,  and,  skilfully  concealing  the  real  weakness  of  his 
little  band  from  the  enemy,  succeeds  in  carrying  off  the  prisoner  before 
the  garrison  has  recovered  from  its  surprise.  The  advantage,  however, 
was  not  always  on  the  side  of  the  Scots.  The  memoirs  of  that  shrewd 
and  capable  Elizabethan,  Robert  Carey,  who  as  Warden  of  the  Marches 
spent  much  of  his  time  at  Carlisle,  tell  of  the  success  of  many  a  blow 
aimed  at  the  Scotch  freebooters,  and  present  a  lively  picture  of  the 
state  of  unrest  into  which  the  citizens  were  continually  plunged  by 
this  Border  warfare.  The  account  of  the  attack  on  the  pole  tower  of 
the  Graemes,  and  of  Carey's  subsequent  successful  endeavours  to  pre- 
vent a  struggle  between  the  Scots  (who  had  come  to  their  rescue)  and 
the  Carlisle  levies  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  interesting  episodes  in 
this  vigorously  written  and  enthralling  memoir.     A  little  later,  that 
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curious  character  Taylor,  the  Water  poet,  visited  Carlisle  on  the  self- 
imposed  journey  on  foot  from  London  to  Edinburgh,  and  left  an  account 
of  his  visit  in  his  "  Penniless  Pilgrimage,"  a  poem  describing  his  ad- 
ventures by  the  way. 

The  Jacobite  Poetry. 

After  a  long  interval  of  obscurity  Carlisle  once  more  became  a 
centre  of  literary  interest  with  the  Rebellion  of  1745.  Regarding  this 
period  the  lecturer  said :  "  The  song  of  *  The  Mayor  of  Carlisle '  is  to  be 
found  in  all  collections  of  Jacobite  poetry.  The  functionary  is  thus 
addressed :  *  Thou  blessed  thy  lot  thou  wert  no  Scot  and  blustered  like 
a  player,*  and  again :  ^  What  hast  thou  done  with  sword  and  gun  to 
baffle  the  Pretender  ? '  All  of  us  have  doubtless  read  the  parting  scene 
between  Waverley  and  Fergus  Mclvor  beneath  the  archway  of  the  Castle 
gate,  when  the  captive  chieftain  was  about  to  be  dragged  away  to  the 
gallows  on  Harraby  Hill.  Again,  the  poet  Shenstone  drew  the  inspira- 
tion of  his  ballad  'Jemmy  Dawson  *  from  the  fate  of  one  of  the  Carlisle 
prisoners  who  was  put  to  death  at  Kennington,  and  at  whose  execution 
his  sweetheart,  in  the  words  of  the  poet,  *  threw  back  her  languid  head, 
and  sighing  forth  his  name,  expired '.  A  still  better-known  legacy  of 
the  *Forty-five  is  the  ballad  *  Carlisle  Yetts '.  This  song  is  based 
upon  the  story  that,  when  the  heads  of  the  rebels  were  exposed  upon 
Carlisle  gates,  a  lady  came  day  after  day  to  gaze  upon  the  blood-stained 
features  of  one  of  their  number,  a  fair-haired  youth.  At  last,  one 
morning,  both  lady  and  head  were  gone,  and  were  never  seen  again." 

The  Modern  School. 

Having  referred  to  the  school  of  Cumbrian  poets,  whose  productions 
marked  the  closing  years  of  the  eighteenth  and  the  opening  years  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  he  mentioned  some  of  the  literary  celebrities  whose 
life  or  work  had  been  in  one  way  or  another  connected  with  Carlisle,  in- 
cluding Richard  Mulcaster,  the  famous  schoolmaster  and  educational 
writer  ;  Richard  Gilpin,  of  Scaleby,  whose  book  on  Forest  Scenery 
showed  an  appreciation  of  natural  beauty  far  in  advance  of  most  of  his 
contemporaries ;  Joseph  Dacre  Carlyle,  poet  and  Oriental  scholar ;  Dr. 
Heysham,  famous  as  having  supplied  the  basis  of  modern  insurance 
statistics;  Bishop  Ussher,  Bishop  Nicolson,  Dean  Percy  (author  of  the 
Reliques\  Archdeacon  Paley,  Bishop  Creighton,  Dr.  Lonsdale,  and 
Chancellor  Ferguson.  In  conclusion  he  said:  "I  cannot  but  think  that 
the  varied  literary  interests  of  Carlisle  is  well,  if  rather  tritely,  summed 
up  by  Lydia  Huntly  Sigourney,  an  American  poetess  of  the  early  days 
of  the  last  century.  This  lady,  whilst  indulging  in  the  early-developed 
national  taste  for  globe-trotting,  kept  a  kind  of  poetical  way-book,  record- 
ing her  impressions  of  the  places  she  visited.  Alluding  to  Carlisle,  she 
writes : — 

Old  time  hath  hung  upon  thy  misty  walls 

Legends  of  festal  and  of  warlike  deeds ; 

King  Arthur's  wassail  cup,  the  battle-axe 

Of  the  wild  Danish  kings,  the  fierce  beak 

Of  Rome's  victorious  eagle,  Pictish  spear 

And  Scottish  claymore,  in  confusion  mixed 

With  England's  clothyard  arrow." 

A  brief  discussion  followed  the  reading  of  the  paper,  in  which  the 
Rev.  J.  Christie  (who  drew  attention  to  the  omission  of  the  name  of  Mr. 
Robert  Ferguson  from  amongst  those  mentioned  at  the  end  of  the 
paper),  Sir  B.  Scott,  the  President,  and  others  took  part,  the  last-named 
conveying  the  thanks  of  the  Association  to  Mr.  Mclntire  for  his  paper. 
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Other  Papers. 

Mr.  Bailey,  South  Shields,  then  read  a  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  Er- 
rington,  Sub- Librarian  of  the  South  Shields  Public  Library,  on  "  The 
Proposed  New  Code  of  Cataloguing  Rules".  The  writer  of  the  paper 
argued,  in  the  main,  that  as  the  object  of  a  catalogue  was  to  enable 
those  who  consulted  it  to  obtain  complete  and  immediate  access  to  the 
contents  of  the  library,  it  was  better  to  sacrifice  absolute  precision  to  the 
attainment  of  this  end.  Mr.  Baker  Hudson  said  if  in  making  a  cata- 
logue they  remembered  that  they  had  the  public  to  serve  and  did  not 
try  to  show  how  cleverly  they  could  construct  a  catalogue  on  what  he 
might  call  scientific  lines  they  would  be  on  the  right  side.  After  some 
observations  from  one  or  two  other  members  the  discussion  was  closed. 

A  paper  on  "  The  Value  of  Annotation  in  Catalogues  and  Book  Lists,** 
prepared  by  Mr.  £.  Green,  Librarian  at  the  Akroyd  Park  Branch  Lib- 
rary, Halifax,  was  read.  The  writer  of  the  paper  showed  that  in  many 
cases  annotation  was  indispensable,  and  that  its  adoption  would  in- 
crease the  educational  value  of  libraries.  In  the  discussion  which  took 
place  Mr.  Hudson  maintained  that  the  catalogue  was  not  the  place  for 
annotation — in  the  first  place  on  the  ground  of  expense  ;  secondly^ 
because  a  true  account  of  a  book  could  not  be  given  in  the  so-called 
two  lines  ;  and  thirdly,  on  account  of  the  labour.  Mr.  Anderton,  Mr. 
Purves  and  the  President  also  spoke,  the  last-named,  whilst  remarking 
that  there  was  much  to  be  said  in  theory  for  annotation,  said  the  ex- 
pense would  negative  the  idea. 

Visits  to  Places  of  Interest. 

After  the  meeting  the  members  had  tea  in  the  Art  Gallery  at  the 
invitation  of  the  Mayor,  and  subsequently  visited  the  Fratry,  where 
Chancellor  Prescott  showed  them  some  of  the  more  interesting  volumes 
in  the  Dean  and  Chapter  Library.  The  Cathedral  was  next  visited, 
under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Martindale,  after  which  the  party  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Castle.  At  night  the  members  assembled  at  a  smoking 
concert  at  the  Great  Central  Hotel,  the  entertainment  being  contributed 
to  by  Mr.  E.  White,  Mr.  J.  Coates,  Mr.  T.  Johnson  and  Mr.  A.  Cooper, 
Carlisle;  Mr.  Gibson  and  Mr.  Briggs,  Newcastle;  and  Mr.  Purves, 
Workington.  Mr.  D.  Munro,  Carlisle,  played  the  accompaniments,  and 
the  chair  was  occupied  by  the  President  of  the  Association.  During 
the  evening  the  health  of  Mr.  Mclntire  was  drunk  with  musical  honours, 
as  also  that  of  the  Mayor. 


LIBRARY  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
April  Meeting. 

By  the  generous  invitation  of  the  Chief  Librarian,  Mr.  Lawrence 
Inkster,  this  meeting  was  held  at  the  Upper  Town  Hall,  Battersea,  on 
Wednesday,  i8th  April,  at  7.30  p.m.  Owing  no  doubt  to  the  close  prox- 
imity of  the  date  to  Easter,  the  attendance  was  smaller  than  usual,, 
thirty  members  being  present. 

Mr.  Inkster  provided  light  refreshments  for  the  company,  and  at 
7.30  assumed  the  r61e  of  chairman. 

A  paper  on  "  The  Treatment  of  Periodicals  "  was  read  by  Mr.  P.  C- 
BuRSiLL,  Assistant  Librarian,  Woolwich,  in  which  he  advocated  a  more 
generous  treatment  of  fugitive  literature  than  is  now  generally  bestowed 
upon  it.  Every  periodical  that  was  deemed  worthy  of  a  place  in  the 
reading-room  was  also  worth  properly  cataloguing.  Weeding  out  could 
be  accomplished,  if  necessary,  when  the  periodicals  assumed  volume 
form.  He  also  dwelt  upon  the  arrangement  of  periodicals  for  binding, 
urging  that  no  part  of  the  arrangement  of  the  indexes  or  contents 
should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  binder.  He  described  the  various 
qualities  of  binding  materials  as  applied  to  periodicals.  He  deprecated 
the  cataloguing  of  contents  of  magazines  as  an  unnecessary  and  expen- 
sive work. 

A  brisk  discussion  ensued  in  which  Messrs.  Young,  Hogg,  Cooper, 
Coutts,  Sayers,  Stewart,  Sumner,  Dallimore,  Bolton  and  others  took 
part,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Bursill  who  re- 
plied on  the  discussion. 

The  second  part  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  what  is  probably  a 
novelty  at  such  meetings — an  impromptu  debate.  In  this  the  unpre- 
pared speaker  was  asked  to  select  one  of  a  number  of  folded  papers  con- 
taining questions,  and  make  an  extemporary  speech  of  five  minutes' 
duration  upon  the  subject  contained  in  the  paper  selected. 

Mr.  Sayers  opened  with  "  If  Open  Access  be  Applied  Experiment- 
ally, to  which  Department  should  it  be  Applied — Reference  or  Lend- 
ing ?  "  in  which  he  advocated  the  trial  in  the  lending  department,  on 
account  of  the  cheaper  books,  and  the  larger  number  of  visitors  to  give 
the  system  a  more  searching  ordeal ;  Mr.  J.  D.  Youno  dealt  with  "The 
Greatest  Problem  I  have  met  in  Librarianship,''  which  proved  to  be  the 
limitations  of  the  penny  rate ;  Mr.  Hogo  with  "  Should  Libraries  be 
Opened  on  Sundays  ?  "  to  which  he  gave  an  emphatic  negative  on  the 
score  that  the  opening  was  a  step  in  the  direction  of  the  Continental 
Sunday ;  Mr.  Coutts  with  "What  is  a  Fair  Time  Sheet  ? "  in  which  he 
replied,  a  shift  system  by  which  the  assistant  worked  four  hours,  then 
four  hours  off,  then  another  four  hours*  duty ;  Mr.  Stewart  was  asked 
"  What  Form  of  Catalogue  he  preferred  ?  "  and  proved  a  well-informed 
champion  of  the  class-list  with  full  author  and  subject  indexes. 

Each  speech  was  discussed  by  the  members  present,  and  the  whole 
innovation  was  an  unqualified  success. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Inkster,  proposed  by  Mr.  Coutts  and  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Young,  concluded  a  most  enjoyable  evening. 


NOTES  AND  QUERIES  ON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

LAW. 

All  questions  should  be  addressed  to  the  Hon,  Solicitor  of  the  Association, 
H.  VV.  Fovargue,  Esq.^  Town  Hall,  Eastbourne,  who  will  send  replies  direct 
to  correspondents,  on  the  understanding  that  both  questions  and  answers  will  be 
published  in  The  Library  Association  Record. 

A  Library  Committee's  Power  over  a  Branch. 

71.  Question. — On  ist  November,  1904,  my  Committee  opened  a 
branch  library  to  serve  the  St.  Sepulchre  and  Glasshouse  Yard  portion 
of  the  borough  of  Finsbury.  (Parishes  transferred  from  Holborn  to 
Finsbury  under  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1901.)  The  following  is 
the  clause  relating  to  the  libraries: — 

"(i)  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  scheme,  and  if  and  so  far  as 
the  provisions  of  this  scheme  are  not  affected  by  the  Act,  the  Public 
Libraries  Acts,  1892  to  1901,  shall  be  administered  by  the  Council  of  the 
Metropolitan  borough  of  Finsbury  uniformly  throughout  the  parishes 
of  St.  James  and  St.  John,  Clerkenwell,  St.  Sepulchre  and  Glasshouse 
Yard,  and  those  parishes  shall  form  a  single  library  district  for  the 
purposes  of  those  Acts." 

Whilst  these  districts  formed  a  part  of  Holborn,  residents  of  course 
had  access  to  the  Holborn  Library,  John  Street. 

This  branch  was  established  whilst  my  predecessor  was  in  office, 
the  Committee  being  advised  that  they  could  be  legally  compelled  to 
do  so.  Up  to  date  the  cost  of  administration  has  been  more  than  the 
amount  realised  by  the  penny  rate. 

The  Committee  desire  to  know  if  they  have  the  right,  in  the  event 
of  no  improvement  being  shown  in  the  use  made  of  this  branch,  to  close, 
or  curtail  its  work. 

Answer, — Your  question  is  purely  local  and  not  one  that  can  possibly 
be  of  general  interest.  It  is,  therefore,  not  one  which  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  me.  Moreover,  I  cannot  find  any  Local  Government  Act  of 
1901  among  the  General  Statutes.  Assuming,  however,  that  the  two 
parishes  form  a  separate  library  district,  your  Council  is  not  entitled, 
unless  you  have  special  powers,  to  spend  more  than  the  penny  rate.  I 
do  not  see  that  it  is  called  upon  to  expend  that  amount  unless  this  is 
necessary  in  order  to  secure  **  uniformity "  in  the  expenditure  in  the 
parish  named  in  the  sub-section,  copy  of  which  you  have  sent  me. 

Cost  of  Collecting  Library  Rate. 

72.  Question,—  !^  the  library  entitled  to  the  gross  product  of  the 
penny  rate ;  or,  can  the  cost  of  collecting  the  library  portion  of  the 
rate  be  legally  deducted  ?     My  own  impression  is  that  the  legal  aspect 
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is  very  doubtful,  and  that  procedure  varies  in  different  towns,  a  few 
authorities  charging  for  collecting,  but  the  majority  handing  over  the 
full  product  of  the  rate. 

Answer, — Your  authority  is  entitled  to  the  actual  yield  of  a  penny 
rate,  that  is  to  say,  allowing  for  empty  property,  etc.,  but  not  for  the 
cost  of  collecting  it,  as  it  is  to  be  collected  as  part  of  the  poor  rate. 

Cost  of  Collecting  Library  Rate. 

73.  Question. — The  Town  Clerk  informs  me  that  the  Corporation 
are  advised  by  Counsel  (Mr.  Dankwerts,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Walter  C.  Ryde) 
that  they  consider  each  rate  should  bear  its  own  cost  of  collection. 

I  am  informing  you  of  this  opinion,  because  I  think  it  very  advis- 
able that  it  should  be  brought  to  your  notice,  seeing  that  they  have 
taken  an  opposite  view  to  your  own. 

Answer. — I  am  much  obliged  by  your  letter  of  the  nth  instant,  and 
note  that  Counsel  advises  your  Corporation  that  each  rate  should  bear 
its  own  cost  of  collection.  So  far  as  I  am  aware  there  is  no  judgment 
of  any  Court  to  this  effect,  and  I  can  find  no  authority  in  support  of  the 
contention  that  the  cost  of  collecting  may  be  deducted.  Holding  as  I 
do  an  opinion  contrary  to  Counsel  it  may  be  as  well  if  I  state  my 
reasons. 

I  assume  that  the  library  rate  is  not  levied  as  a  separate  rate 
under  section  18  {a)  of  the  Public  Libraries  Act,  1892,  but  under  the 
authority  of  the  same  sub-section  the  expenses  are  paid  out  of  the 
borough  fund  or  borough  rate.  The  amount  of  the  expenses  is  there- 
fore included  in  the  precept  which  is  served  by  the  Council  upon  the 
Overseers  for  the  amount  of  the  borough  rate :  that  amount  must  be 
paid  by  the  Overseers  to  the  Council  in  full.  1  have  never  yet  heard  of 
any  case  where  Overseers  have  deducted  from  the  amount  of  that  pre- 
cept the  cost  of  collecting  the  borough  rate  when  it  is  levied  as  part 
of  the  poor  rate.  It  follows  therefore  in  my  opinion  that  if  the  Over- 
seers are  not  empowered  to  charge  the  cost  of  collecting  the  borough 
rate  they  are  not  empowered  to  charge  the  cost  of  collecting  the 
amount  mcluded  for  library  purposes. 

Some  years  ago  at  Chelsea  the  Commissioners  were  charged  by 
the  rating  authority  (in  that  case  the  Board  of  Guardians)  for  collecting 
the  library  rate,  but  the  Metropolitan  District  Auditor  surcharged  the 
amount,  being  evidently  of  opinion  that  the  charge  for  collectmg  the 
rate  was  not  properly  payable  by  the  Commissioners — this  was  in  a 
London  Parish. 

According  to  my  view  the  Overseers  are  to  pay  the  whole  cost  of 
collecting  the  poor  rate  (including  the  borough  rate  which  is  levied  as 
part  of  the  poor  rate)  out  of  the  poor  rate.  Further,  I  can  discover  no 
authority  for  suggesting  that  the  salaries  of  the  collectors  of  the  poor 
rates  or  any  portion  of  such  salaries  is  chargeable  either  to  the  library 
rate  or  the  borough  rate. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Library  Association  Record. 

Library  Circularising. 

Gentlemen, 

I  venture  to  make  a  suggestion  through  your  correspondence 
columns,  which,  although  perhaps  not  new,  is  excusable  in  so  far  as  it 
is  not  in  use.  I  shall  be  glad  to  know,  however,  if  such  a  plan  has  been 
tried  in  any  other  direction. 

For  various  purposes  individual  libraries  are  sometimes  compelled 
to  circularise  the  whole  of  the  libraries  of  the  kingdom  to  obtain  stat- 
istics, etc.,  relative  to  different  matters  of  administration.  Within  the 
last  month  or  so  there  have  been  circulars  requesting  statistics  regard- 
ing Sunday  closing  (or  opening),  exemption  from  rating,  and  "  blacking 
out ".  The  information  so  obtained  is  valuable,  but  it  is  only  available 
for  the  library  sending  out  the  circulars. 

My  suggestion  is  this,  that  the  librarian  having  secured  statistics, 
usually  of  the  whole  kingdom,  should  tabulate  the  facts  in  a  suitable 
form,  and,  with  the  permission  of  his  committee,  hand  it  over  to  the 
Association,  who  would  have  the  table  printed  and  sent  to  each  of  its 
members. 

The  question  of  cost,  which  would  no  doubt  be  raised  at  once,  need 
not  be  a  deterrent.  These  statistics  in  nearly  every  case  could  be 
presented  on  a  four-page  8vo  leaflet,  some  of  them  upon  a  single  sheet. 
Such  leaflets  are  often  sent  out  by  the  Association  as  mere  notifications. 

When  the  matter  is  one  of  so  much  more  importance  a  similar 
cost  could  scarcely  be  grudged. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Alex.  J.  Philip. 

Public  Library, 

Gravbsend,  Kent. 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Library  Association  Record. 

Library  Bye-Laws  Approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Dear  Sirs, 

I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  allow  me,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Record,  to  ask  that  librarians  who  have  had  the  Bye-Laws  and  Re- 
gulations of  their  respective  libraries  approved  and  registered  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  to  be  good  enough  to  send  me  copies,  as  the 
matter  is  now  under  consideration  by  my  Committee. 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  Tapley  Sopbr. 
RoTAL  Albert  Memorial  College, 
Museum  and  Public  Library, 
Exeter,  ^rd  Aprils  1906. 


A II  Communications  relating  to  The  Library  Association 
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'*  I  have  received  the  publication  of  the  Sound  Leather  Committee,  Leather  for  Lihronn, 
It  is  full  of  information  no  less  interesting  than  useful.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  in  Cambridge 
have  already  begun  to  reap  the  fruit  of  their  labours.*' — Mr.  Francis  J.  H.  Jenkinson,  M A, 
Librarian,  University  Library,  Cambridge  {Presidential  Address  to  the  Library  Associaiio»t 
Cambridge^  1905). 

*'  The  Sound  Leather  Committee  has  underuken  an  important  and  arduous  task  with  a 
determination  which,  we  are  sure,  will  ultimately  revolutionise  the  leather  industry.  The 
warnings,  addressed  primarily  to  the  librarian,  are  equally  applicable  to  users  of  upholsteiy 
leathers,  etc.  Such  leathers  are,  as  a  rule,  prepared  solely  with  a  view  to  their  *  finish  \  The 
remedy  is  the  adoption  of  sound  methods  of  manufacturing  leather,  and  of  honest  descripdoo 
in  the  retail  trade.  For  a  few  shillings  a  librarian  can  ascertain  from  the  Official  Analyst  to 
the  Library  Association  whether  his  leathers  are  free  from  acid  and  genuine.'* — Art  Wwhiai 
Quarterly, 

'*  Librarians  and  others  must  let  the  bookbinders  understand  that  they  know  what  good 
leather  is,  and  it  will  be  then  for  the  bookbinders  to  insist  upon  obtaining  it  from  the  mana- 
faaurers." — Law  Times. 

*'  We  consider  the  volume  an  indispensable  adjunct  to  the  business  library  of  leather 
manufacturers  and  others  who  want  to  post  themselves  quickly  in  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  light  leather  section  of  the  trade." — Leather  Trades  Review, 

"The  book  should  do  much  to  dispel  some  of  that  ignorance  which  even  the  most 
experienced  librarians  sometimes  display  in  the  choice  of  binding  leathers." — Lihrwj 
Assistant. 

*'  To  persons  who  are  interested  in  the  formation  of  a  library,  which  is  intended  to  be  one 
of  a  durable  character,  the  present  book  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended." — Field, 

**The  interest  and  value  of  the  volume  is  not  confined  to  curators  of  books;  the  same 
leathers  are  used  in  upholstery,  and  their  quality  concerns  every  well-to-do  householder."— 
Glasgow  Herald. 

"  Deserves  the  attention  of  every  one  interested  in  arresting  the  degradation  of  book- 
binding by  the  use  of  mineral  acids  in  colouring  leather,  and  by  other  trade  practices." — 
Scotsman. 

*'  This  little  volume  is  in  every  way  to  be  welcomed,  and  it  is  to  be  trusted  that  it  will 
have  the  desiderated  effect  of  influencing  public  opinion  upon  a  reform  which  has  both  an 
aesthetic  and  a  utilitarian  side." — Newcastle  Daily  Chronicle, 
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LIBRARIES  AND  PUBLIC  OPINION.^ 

By  James  Hutt,  M.A.,  Librarian,  Liverpool  Library, 
Lyceum,  Liverpool. 

DURING  the  last  150  or  160  years  there  has  appeared 
a  large  mass  of  articles  and  references  to  libraries, 
which,  following  the  lead  set  by  such  men  as  Franklin  in 
America,  began  to  spring  up  in  England  about  1750.  Some 
of  these  notices  were  highly  appreciative,  some  mere  casual 
notices,  and  yet  others  frankly  hostile. 

I  have  lately  looked  up  a  large  number  of  references,  and 
find  that  those  of  an  earlier  date  were  on  the  whole  favourable, 
being  relative,  nearly  all  of  them,  of  course,  to  circulating  or 
subscription  libraries.  The  most  hostile,  I  think,  appeared  in 
Southey's  Doctor,  vol.  iv.,  1837,  where  he  says  that  circulat- 
ing libraries  for  the  most  part  serve  to  promote  useless  read- 
ing, the  same  accusation  that  is  to-day  being  brought  against 

^  Read  at  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Library  Association,  in  London,  on 
23rd  April,  1906. 
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the  public  library.     But,  as  I  say,  most  of  them  were  agreed 
that  the  libraries  then  existing  did  useful  work. 

Later  on  came  the  agitation  for  public  libraries,  which 
led  to  a  large  number  of  articles  in  the  magazines,  etc.  Some 
were  of  a  speculative  nature,  others  pessimistic,  others  opti- 
mistic ;  and  the  last,  we  may  agree,  have  been  fully  justified. 
I  wish  to  quote  one  or  two  of  these  articles  as  being  typical 
specimens  of  the  attitude  therein  taken,  and  as  being  con- 
temporary evidence  of  the  opinions  held  at  various  times  on 
the  subject  of  my  paper. 

To  begin  with  one  written  just  as  the  first  libraries  were 
being  formed,  that  in  Household  Words  for  1851,  perhaps  the 
words  of  Dickens  : — 

''  The  English  nation  generally  remains  a  long  while  in 
the  attitude  of  pondering.  Down  in  the  North,  however,  in 
Lancashire,  there  are  a  set  of  men  who  might  be  British 
Yankees,  and  to  whom  it  is  natural  immediately  to  set  about 
the  carrying  out  of  an  idea  when  once  they  have  accepted 
it  as  sound.  Perhaps  some  of  their  crotchets  are  unsound ; 
Manchester  is  not  infallible,  but,  right  or  wrong,  whenever 
the  members  of  this  busy  community  think  a  scheme  good, 
they  cannot  rest  until  they  make  a  fact  of  it.  So,  when  the 
British  Yankees  read  the  minutes  of  the  Libraries  Com- 
mittee, after  pondering  a  little,  they  went  vigorously  to 
work."  He  then  describes  the  work  done  in  Salford  in  1850, 
and  goes  on  to  ask  if  Manchester,  then,  is  inactive  ?  '*  By 
no  means ;  the  genius  of  Manchester  is  never  to  be  seen 
twiddling  her  fingers,  though  she  may  be  seen  thrusting  them 
occasionally  into  pies  that  don't  concern  her."  Manchester's 
work  for  libraries  is  next  described,  and  then  Liverpool's, 
where,  as  in  all  the  towns,  ''  abundant  aid  is  to  be  had  in 
a  good  work  disconnected  from  all  party  prejudices  ".  In 
Chambers's  Journal  for  1875  came  an  article  which  looks  at 
the  free  libraries  from  both  aspects.  After  a  sketch  of  the 
history  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1850  and  objections  raised, 
it  describes  the  work  in  big  centres,  and  continues  :  "  There 
can,  we  think,  be  no  question  that  the  gradual  spread  of 
education,  both  in  extent  and  in  depth,  will  increase  the  desire 
to  read  the  masterpieces  of  literature,  both  poetry  and  prose. 
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and  those  solid  works  of  information  which  are  veritable 
intellectual  capital  for  all.  All  this,  however,  must  be  matter 
of  time."  The  writer  proceeds  to  ask  if  the  wage-earning 
classes  derive  any  benefit.  They  have  no  desire  to  read  ;  in 
fact  he  wonders  if  they  have  any  spirit  in  them  capable  of 
being  advantageously  acted  upon.  He  doubts  if  they  will 
care  anything  for  what  is  being  done  for  them,  and  con- 
cludes that  it  might  be  as  well  to  throw  the  money  down  the 
gutter.  Now  this  writer  began  by  stating,  after  the  Act  had 
teen  passed  twenty-five  years,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  time, 
and  ended  in  a  pessimistic  strain. 

Well,  let  us  proceed  another  twenty-five  years,  and  listen 
to  what  a  Working  Woman  has  to  say  in  1900  (Chambers's 
Journal,  1900,  p.  134).  "  The  working  classes  have  no  love 
for  literature,  no  time  nor  inclination  if  they  had  the  time 
to  read.  The  economic  conditions  of  labour,  and  the  home 
surroundings  of  the  working  classes  must  be  changed  before 
we  can  expect  their  children  to  desire  to  read  literature." 
The  writer  acknowledges  the  enormous  advantages  she 
herself,  as  a  working  woman,  has  gained,  but  thinks  that 
-the  majority  cannot  at  present  be  reached.  Besides,  do  the 
libraries  provide  stimulating  material  ?     Her  answer  is  No  ! 

Since  the  passing  of  the  Act,  then,  there  has  been  a 
constant  stream  of  articles,  letters  and  pamphlets  of  varying 
attitude,  and  it  is  of  interest  to  see  that  the  burden  of  them 
is  repeated  time  and  again  ;  but  it  has  been  reserved  to  the 
magazines  of  later  years  to  print  articles,  some  of  which 
have  been  highly  critical,  indeed,  one  might  say,  hostile. 
Indeed,  a  neutral  observer,  wishing  to  come  to  a  conclusion 
upon  the  subject  as  to  the  value  of  the  libraries,  would,  I 
am  afraid,  if  he  relied  upon  the  articles  recently  penned, 
make  up  his  mind  that  the  libraries  are  a  complete  failure 
as  far  as  the  working  classes  are  concerned. 

Having  mentioned  these  articles,  and  quoted  from  some 
of  them,  I  shall  apply  myself  to  surveying  how  at  the  present 
time  the  libraries  are  endeavouring  to  carry  out  what  has 
been  and  what  is  now  expected  of  them,  and  to  indicate  how 
they  may  further  advance  in  this  forward  movement,  and 
how  obstacles  may  be  met  and  overcome. 


234  ^^^  Library  Association  Record, 

The  libraries,  or  rather  those  who  are  responsible  for 
carrying  on  the  work,  committees  and  librarians,  have 
been  arraigned  upon  various  counts,  as  you  are  all  aware, 
but  the  remedies  suggested  have  been  as  various  as  the 
counts  in  the  indictment.  Both  attacks,  though  perhaps  to- 
a  certain  extent  "founded  upon  fact,"  and  the  suggested 
remedies,  have  been  put  forward  by  those  who  speak  upon 
insufficient  data,  or  have  not  taken  trouble  to  make  a  few 
preliminary  inquiries. 

Before  proceeding  further,  may  I  offer  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  very  recent  attacks  upon  the  libraries,  and  a  few  con- 
siderations as  to  how  far  they  have  been  deserved  ? 

The  most  notable  of  these  articles  appeared  in  1903,^ 
and,  being  evidently  founded  upon  insufficient  inquiry,  made 
erroneous  statements  as  regards  the  acquisition  of  fiction,, 
and  the  want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  libraries- 
with  other  educational  institutions,  yet  failed  to  make  any 
allowance  for,  or  even  mention  of,  the  important  educational 
work  already  being  carried  on  by  the  libraries  in  the  shape 
of  lectures,  exhibitions,  etc.  This  article,  published  in  a 
review  which  commands  respect,  was  by  a  learned  writer 
whose  opinions  may  carry  much  weight  in  some  quarters, 
and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  he  did  not  make  more 
sure  of  his  subject  before  penning  the  article  in  question. 
The  latter  portion  of  his  article  regarding  the  status  of  the 
librarian  I  shall  not  at  present  notice.  His  suggestions  in 
this  and  other  directions  will  be  treated  incidentally  further 
on.  He  has  already  been  answered  in  detail  by  one  of  our 
own  members,  by  a  series  of  letters  in  the  Academy  of  1904, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  also  in  the  review  in  which  his  own 
article  appeared.  In  January,  1904,  appeared  an  article* 
by  the  Princess  Kropotkin,  a  person  qualified  in  the  highest 
degree  to  speak  on  such  a  subject,  and  one  who  is  able  ta 
compare  England  justly  with  other  countries.  In  her  article, 
**  Lending  Libraries  and  Cheap  Books,"  she  says:  "It 
would  be  more  correct  to  say  that  the  free  libraries  have 


^Niiuteenth  Century^  liii.,  1903,  p.  968  (J.  C.  Collins). 
^Ibid,,  Iv.,  1904,  p.  69. 
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fulfilled  their  function  admirably,  as  they  have  developed  a 
taste  for  reading  and  have  powerfully  contributed  to  create 
a  quite  new  class  of  readers,  especially  in  the  young  gener- 
ation ". 

This  year  there  has  appeared  an  article^  which  again 
raises  the  fiction  cry,  and  to  which  the  Library  World  of 
March  gave  an  answer.  I  suppose  that  it  is  inevitable  for 
this  kind  of  article  to  appear  constantly  and  as  constantly 
to  be  answered.  I  believe  that  they  are  the  outcome  of  a 
prejudicial  state  of  mind  on  the  part  of  their  writers,  who 
from  a  chance  paragraph  in  a  paper  or  report,  or  from  a 
conversation,  obtain  what  they  think  is  an  excellent  peg  on 
which  to  hang  a  discourse,  and  immediately  rush  into  print 
to  air  some  pet  suggestion  or  remedy,  or  hastily  condemn 
without  inquiry  or  trial.  Of  these,  I  am  sure  you  will  all 
agree,  there  is  no  need  to  be  afraid,  for  the  good  steady 
work  of  the  libraries,  which  we  know  is  going  forward,  will 
be  their  best  answer.  I  therefore  really  think  that  this  kind 
of  article  may  be  ignored  in  the  future,  for  it  will  be  waste 
of  time  on  our  part  to  try  to  refute  a  theory  which  has 
been  already  exploded.  Our  efforts  will  be  better  spent  in 
trying  to  educate  the  public  to  recognise  the  work  that  is 
being  done  on  their  behalf  by  the  libraries. 

Other  happenings  which  may  be  classed  with  these  pub- 
lished articles  as  being  in  opposition  to  the  work  of  the 
libraries  are  such  as  have  occurred  at  Paddington,  Bath 
and  elsewhere.  Bath  has  recently  rejected  Dr.  Carnegie's 
offer  of  3^13,000  towards  a  public  library.  I  am  informed 
that  this  conclusion  has  been  thus  arrived  at.  There  is  in 
that  city  a  well-to-do  population  of  the  retired  officer  class 
who  can  afford  and  do  subscribe  two  guineas  a  year  to  a 
subscription  library,  which  is  endowed  with  a  handsome 
building,  and  is  assisted  by  various  bequests,  yet  is  occa- 
sionally reduced  to  the  pitiful  expedient  of  selling  good  books 
to  raise  means  to  sustain  itself  This  wealthy  class  argues 
that  the  provision  of  a  public  library  will  mean  the  superses- 
sion of  their  endowed  institution  by  a  rate-supported  library 

I  Westminster  Review,  Feb.,  1905  (W.  H.  Harwood). 
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whose  chief  function  will  be  to  supply  fiction  to  a  class  of 
readers  who  merely  desire  to  kill  time.  They  add  that 
newsrooms  are  places  in  which  loafers  can  conveniently 
congregate  to  scan  the  newspapers,  which  each  individusd 
ought  to  buy  for  himself.  Of  course  the  most  selfish  argu* 
ment  they  urge  is  that  it  will  mean  an  increase  of  their 
rates.  There  is  in  the  city,  too,  a  large  proletariat  of  the 
poor,  the  inhabitants  of  the  slums,  who  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  publicaii^,  and  are  largely  swayed  by  the  arguments  of 
the  well-to-do  sections  of  the  richer  class  who  consider 
it  to  be  to  their  own  interest  to  keep  the  poor  in  ignor* 
ance.  Between  these  two  classes  comes  the  real  working 
class,  which  is  anxious  to  have  a  lending  library  and  news- 
room. (In  Bath  there  already  exists  a  reference  library.) 
But  naturally  when  the  ballot  takes  place  this  wage-earning 
class  is  outvoted,  and  so  the  city  is  bereft  of  utilising  so 
generous  an  offer.  Presumably  the  state  of  affairs  in  the 
other  unenlightened  towns  is  similar  to  that  at  Bath.  But 
these  places  will  doubtless  come  to  their  senses  as  did 
Islington,  and  soon  it  will  be  only  the  smaller  stagnant 
places  that  will  be  satisfied  to  exist  without  libraries. 

We  know  how  these  cases  are  spoken  of  in  some  of 
the  organs  of  the  Press  ;  how  the  would-be  benefactor  is  de- 
scribed  as  a  "  corrupter,"  his  benefaction  as  a  "  bribe,"  and 
libraries  as  humbug  and  fads.  And  this  brings  me  to  a  con* 
tributory  cause  of  the  unpopularity  of  existing  libraries,  viz.^, 
the  attitude  of  this  portion  of  the  Press.  Of  course  I  should 
like  to  say  at  once  that  we  are  under  a  huge  obligation  to 
the  Press  as  a  whole,  but  there  are  some  reviews  and  papers 
which  by  seizing  on,  say,  a  report  of  a  library  discussion  and 
giving  a  garbled  account,  or  by  exaggerating  a  small  occur* 
rence  in  a  library  and  giving  it  the  chief  place  and  large  type 
in  a  poster,  do  infinite  harm  by  making  the  public  distrustfiii 
of  using  or  supporting  the  libraries. 

Another  class  offering  opposition  to  the  formation  of 
public  libraries  is  that  composed  of  such  professions  as  the 
medical  and  legal,  who  argue  that  as  a  public  library  will 
not  provide  a  technical  department  for  them,  they  have  no 
need  for  a  public  library.     Their  attitude  is  a  selfish  one* 
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They  forget  that  the  ideal  aimed  at  in  the  institution  of  a 
public  library  is  general  culture,  and  not  the  benefit  of  a 
particular  portion  of  the  community.  Of  course,  where  a 
whole  district  depends  on  a  particular  art  for  its  livelihood^ 
e.g.,  the  Potteries,  it  is  only  right  that  the  library  of  that 
district  should  form  as  rich  a  collection  on  that  subject  as  it 
is  possible  to  get  together.  But  in  general,  the  individual 
or  class  of  individuals  should  be  ready  to  give  way  to  the 
common  good,  if  the  best  results  are  to  be  obtained. 

Another  argument,  and  one  heard  a  good  deal  lately,  is 
that,  good  books  being  cheap  nowadays,  the  public  library 
is  not  needed.  I  think,  however,  that  the  reverse  of  this 
proposition  would  better  describe  the  actual  state  of  the 
case.  Each  good  book  that  a  person  reads  is  the  gateway  to 
others,  perhaps  to  many ;  and  though  the  individual  may  be 
able  to  buy  a  fair  number  of  good  books  cheaply,  yet  he 
cannot  acquire  a  library,  and  the  really  studious  and  per* 
severing  reader  (and  every  purchaser  of  a  cheap  book  is 
potentially  such)  will  naturally  turn  to  the  public  library 
for  his  wider  and  more  expensive  reading.  One  is  here 
reminded  of  the  old  argument  against  the  introduction  of 
machinery,  and  its  complete  refutation.  The  article  by  the 
Princess  Kropotkin,  before  mentioned,  gives  a  graphic  account 
of  the  good  results  that  have  followed  the  cheapening  of 
books  in  Russia,  and  we  too  shall  see,  indeed  I  think  we 
are  already  observing,  that,  as  a  result  of  the  cheap  good 
books,  like  the  outcome  of  public  library  lectures,  there  is  a 
large  increase  in  the  use  of  the  libraries  by  those  who  have 
thus  obtained  an  introduction  to  their  country's  literature. 

Do  the  masses  fully  realise  that  the  public  library  is 
essentially  an  educational  institution  in  active  co-operation 
with  other  educational  institutions  ?  Do  these  other  institu* 
tions  always  realise  or  recognise  it  ?  All  these  various  forms 
of  criticism  of,  and  opposition  to,  the  public  library  show 
that  there  is  a  large  portion  of  the  people  yet  to  be  en- 
lightened on  this  Question.  And  how  are  they  to^be  edu- 
cated, and  what  are  we  librarians  doing  towards  that  end  ? 
As  I  have  already  remarked,  the  summum  bonum,  as  far  as 
public  libraries  are  concerned,  should  be  the  culture  of  the 
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whole  community.  Too  high  an  ideal  ?  By  no  means  !  All 
the  existing  portions  of  the  work — the  school,  the  school 
library,  the  course  of  lectures,  the  newsroom,  the  exhibition 
— are  means  to  the  desired  end,  viz.,  the  highest  possible 
utility  being  made  of  the  reference  and  lending  library.  Our 
first  aim  must  be  to  get  the  public  to  accept  this  ideal,  but  I 
believe  that  this  will  not  take  place  until  the  generation  now 
at  school  arrives  at  manhood,  for  is  not  the  germ  of  it  in  the 
school  library  ?  We  must  raise  a  reading  public ;  and  to 
obtain  a  reading  community  it  is  necessary  that  each  in- 
dividual unit  should  be  a  reader;  and  this  will  only  be 
brought  about  by  familiarising  the  child  with  books  and 
persuading  him  to  read  them  while  he  is  yet  a  child. 

Are  the  libraries  doing  what  they  might  here  ?  In  many 
instances,  yes  ;  in  others,  no  !  Many  libraries  are  selecting 
and  sending  books  to  the  schools  for  school  libraries,  but  I 
am  sorry  to  add  that  sometimes  they  are  expected  to  bear 
the  cost  of  this  out  of  their  own  slender  funds,  whereas  it 
should  be  borne  by  the  Education  Department.  Another 
means  which  might  be  much  more  widely  adopted  is  the 
encouragement  of  groups  of  school  children  to  pay  expected 
visits  to  the  libraries,  either  to  see  an  exhibition  of  books 
in  some  interesting  subject  and  to  hear  a  discourse  upon 
them,  or  for  the  story-hour,  which  has  done  so  much  good 
in  the  American  libraries.  Moreover,  the  Education  Depart- 
ment should  be  at  the  cost  of  providing  a  properly  qualified 
person,  whose  duty  should  be  to  go  round  the  schools  to 
supervise  the  working  of  the  libraries  and  direct  the  reading 
of  the  scholars.  I  notice  that  the  appointment  of  a  general 
school  library  superintendent  has  been  made  in  Indiana 
and  Minnesota.  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  its  ibeing  done  in 
England. 

Thus  we  shall  have  the  scholars,  on  leaving  school, 
naturally  turning  to  the  library  for  an  education  supple- 
mentary to  that  received  in  their  course  at  the  elementary 
school,  instead  of  their  reading  abruptly  ending  at  the  close 
of  their  school  days,  as  too  often  happens  now. 

Other  work  of  the  libraries  already  very  largely  carried 
on,  and  highly  appreciated,  is  the  co-operation  in  educating 
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persons  of  maturer  years,  e.g.,  the  provision  of  the  books 
recommended  in  the  courses  of  the  N.H.R.U.,  the  Univer- 
sity Extension  and  other  lectures,  for  which,  I  merely 
mention  in  passing,  no  credit  was  allowed  in  the  paper  of 
the  learned  writer  before  alluded  to. 

All  these  forms  of  activity  naturally  tend  to  popularise 
the  library,  but  there  are  other  conditions  which  materially 
assist  towards  this  object.  I  need  offer  no  remarks  on  the 
necessity  for  cheerful  and  ready  assistance  by  the  staff,  or 
on  the  gain  to  be  reaped  by  allowing  students  a  little  extra 
privilege  in  the  consultation  or  borrowing  of  books.  We 
know  that  the  ready  grant  of  a  portion  of  the  library  for  the 
meetings  of  learned  societies,  and  for  the  housing  of  such 
societies'  libraries,  has  led  to  the  library  being  considered 
the  centre  of  the  literary  activities  of  the  town.  Another 
popularising  medium  is  the  provision  of  special  lists  of  books 
on  subjects  that  are  being  dealt  with  in  courses  of  lectures, 
or  upon  topical  subjects.  All  these  things  suggest  them- 
selves to  the  librarian  who  desires  his  institution  to  be 
useful  to  and  largely  used  by  the  general  public. 

While  dealing  with  the  profession,  I  should  like  to  say 
that  there  appears  to  me  to  be  great  need  for  a  change  in 
our  own  attitude  at  the  annual  conference,  and  monthly  and 
other  meetings.  The  constant  discussions  of  classification, 
cataloguing  and  mechanical  appliances,  though  interesting 
enough  to  ourselves,  are  not  large  enough  to  occupy  the 
energies  of  a  gathering  such  as  we  have  in  the  summer, 
while  the  eternal  wrangle  on  open  access  (which  is  by  way 
of  becoming  a  mere  trade  dispute  on  both  sides)  is  certainly 
bringing  the  profession  into  disrepute.  The  fact  that  these, 
and  other  matters  appertaining  to  public  libraries  only,  are 
the  sole  subjects  for  discussion  at  our  conferences,  has  been 
accountable  for  the  falling  off  of  a  large  number  of  members 
formerly  attending  from  the  university  and  other  large 
libraries,  and  is  greatly  to  be  deplored.  Besides,  these 
dissensions  give  visitors,  and  those  who  read  the  reports, 
the  idea  that  we  have  no  settled  convictions  on  these  matters, 
whereas  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  libraries  that  the  Associa- 
tion should  offer  a  solid  front  on  these  and  other  technicali- 
ties, and  so  remove  this  incitement  to  distrust  and  suspicion. 
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In  our  attitude  upon  the  education  question,  too,  there 
is  room  for  much  improvement.  How  far  ahead  of  us  the 
United  States  are  in  this  respect  t  Something  is  being  done 
to  put  this  matter  right,  but  are  we  taking  it  in  hand  as  we 
should  ?  There  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  future  much  will  be 
expected  of  the  librarian,  and  I  am  afraid  that  the  rising 
generation  of  assistants  as  a  body  has  as  yet  not  realised  the 
necessity  that  exists  for  them  to  move  on  in  this  direction^ 
I  fancy  that  sooner  or  later  a  degree  or  diploma  will  be  a 
sine  qua  non  to  employment  in  our  libraries,  as  it  is  in  the 
United  States;  and  the  sooner  our  younger  men  realise 
their  jeopardy  the  better.  Mind  I  do  not  agree  with  those 
who  argue  that  a  degree  is  sufficient  qualification  for  a  man 
to  become  a  librarian,  but  I  do  believe  that  a  good  pre- 
liminary training  in  librarianship,  plus  a  deg^e  or  diploma, 
with  its  warranty  of  a  good  general  education,  will  be  a 
necessary  qualification. 

All  these  details  of  usefulness  (inside  and  outside)  on  the 
part  of  the  library  and  its  staff  will  assuredly  tend  to  the 
greater  popularity  of  the  public  library,  and  will  assist  the 
people  in  realising  the  ideal  that  I  consider  to  be  the  true 
one. 

Other  agencies  which  might  help  much  more  than  at 
present  to  bring  the  usefulness  of  the  libraries  before  the 
public  are  the  various  portions  of  the  library  Press.  Many 
libraries  conduct  most  useful  bulletins,  but  most  of  these 
are,  after  all,  only  lists  of  books  added  recently  to  the  refer* 
ence  or  lending  department,  and  so  become  mere  appendages 
to  the  catalogues,  whereas  they  might  be  much  more  than 
this,  as  we  see  both  here  in  England  and,  on  a  much  lai^er 
scale,  in  the  United  States.  Why  should  not  a  library 
magazine  devote  a  portion  of  its  monthly  or  quarterly  issue 
to  instruction  in  a  course  or  courses  of  reading,  cg.^  English 
literature,  somewhat  similar  to  those  given  in  the  magazines 
of  the  N.H.R.U.  ?  I  know  that  an  answer  to  this  will  be  : 
''But  the  librarians  are  already  quite  heavily  enough  burdened 
with  work  *\  Yes.  But  I  would  ask.  Who  is  more  com-^ 
petent  to  undertake  this  work  than  librarians?  Yet  we 
leave  others,  teachers  and  professors,  to  do  the  work  that 
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appeals  most  to  the  public,  i.e.j  the  designation  and  descrip- 
tion of  the  books  to  be  read,  and  are  satisfied  to  hand  out 
the  books  so  recommended.  Of  course  we  all  have  our  share 
in  directing  to  some  extent  the  reading  of  those  who  make 
use  of  our  libraries,  but  so  much  more  might  be  done,  even  if 
it  were  to  be  attained  only  by  co-operation.  Libraries  which 
should  be  financially  able  to  undertake  a  good  bulletin  do 
not,  while  struggling  libraries  attempt  it  and  fail,  not  for  the 
want  of  sufficient  energy  and  knowledge,  but  through  lack  of 
funds. 

Then,  what  representative  journal  have  we  ?  A  magazine 
that  is  practically  run  by  a  small  portion  of  the  Council ; 
another  that  is  the  organ  of  (shall  I  say  ?)  one  of  the  trade 
agencies,  which  airs  alone  the  views  of  its  chief  supporters ; 
and  a  third  which  does  not,  I  believe,  appeal  to  a  very  wide 
circle;  the  first,  the  Association  organ,  afraid  to  open  its 
columns  to  general  correspondence,  or  editing  it  before  in- 
serting it ;  and  the  second  refusing  to  admit  letters  or  papers 
which  may  argue  too  trenchantly  against  the  pet  views  of 
the  editor-in-chief. 

No,  gentlemen,  we  have  not  a  representative  journal ;  it 
is  a  standing  reproach  to  the  profession,  and  one  that  ought 
to  be  removed  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  There  should  be  a 
magazine  which  should  aim  at  an  ideal  more  commensurate 
with  that  I  have  sketched  for  the  libraries.  It  should  be 
open  to  literary  productions,  and  definite  courses  of  reading, 
as  well  as  to  articles  on  library  technics  and  organisation  ; 
and  its  editor  should  be  willing  to  open  its  columns  to  all 
correspondence  but  that  of  a  libellous  nature.  It  should  also 
contain,  not  a  glorified  newspaper  account  of  annual  con- 
ferences and  meetings,  but  full  reports  of  meetings  of  the 
Association  and  Branches  and  affiliated  societies,  with  trans- 
actions and  debates  in  extenso.  The  "  list  of  best  books  " 
drawn  up  by  experts,  should  be  as  nearly  as  possible  up  to 
date,  not  twelve  to  fifteen  months  behindhand.  And,  lastly, 
it  should  be  edited  in  a  scholarly  manner,  and  would  then,  I 
feel  sure,  appeal  to  a  much  wider  public  than  our  Record 
does  at  present.  At  any  rate,  committee-men  would  not  be 
able  to  say :  ''Do  we  subscribe  a  guinea  a  year  for  this 
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meagre,  half-starved  thing,  which  conies  a  week  or  ten  days 
late  ?  " 

The  realisation  of  such  a  magazine  to  represent  our  pro- 
fession, with  its  broader  outlook  and  attitude,  appealing  to 
a  wider  audience,  an  audience  not  composed  simply  of  pro- 
fessional librarians,  will  only  be  attained  on  the  cessation  of 
the  petty  jealousies  and  wranglings  which  now  occupy  the 
time  of  our  meetings  and  conferences,  and  which  do  so  much 
to  lessen  the  dignity  which  ought  to  attach  to  our  office. 

Besides  making  itself  responsible  for  a  much  improved 
journal,  the  Library  Association  might  as  a  body  assist  very 
materially  in  the  propaganda  towards  a  higher  ideal,  as  was 
so  ably  demonstrated  by  Mr.  John  Ballinger  in  his  paper  on 
"  Library  Politics  "  at  the  Cambridge  Conference.  He  then 
dealt  with  the  question  of  obtaining  the  assistance  of  the 
authorities,  educational  and  executive,  whereas  I  am  desir- 
ous of  enlisting  the  sympathies  of  the  public,  the  people 
themselves. 

I  should  like  to  offer  one  or  two  further  suggestions  for 
consideration. 

There  might  be  a  general  censorial  committee  of  the 
Library  Association,  whose  work  should  be  to  consider  the 
fiction  put  on  the  market,  and  make  early  reports  on  it 
through  the  official  journal  to  librarians  and  others  responsible 
for  the  purchase  of  books  for  libraries,  and  then  committees 
would  have  somewhat  of  a  guide  as  to  the  desirability  of 
adding  certain  books  to  their  libraries.  This  would  do  a 
great  deal  to  lessen  the  cry  of  those  who  scream  at  fiction, 
and  also  would  assist,  I  believe,  to  lessen  the  output  of 
inferior  work  on  the  part  of  writers,  who  could,  if  they 
would,  produce  much  better  literature. 

Other  work  which  the  Association  or  its  branches  might 
take  in  hand  on  a  much  larger  scale  is  the  education  of 
assistants  and  those  seeking  employment  in  libraries.  But 
as  we  have  had  an  important  discussion,  and  I  have  already 
troubled  you  with  some  remarks  on  this  subject,  I  do  not 
propose  to  enlarge  further  upon  it  now.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  this  should  undoubtedly  be  one  of  the  most  important 
functions  of  an  Association  of  this  kind,  but  is  one  which 
has  till  recently  been  quite  sadly  neglected. 
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Another  suggestion  I  offer  is  that  the  Association  might 
manage  a  co-operative  bulletin,  t,e,,  it  might  devote  a  portion 
of  the  Record  monthly  to  instruction  in  courses  of  reading 
or  lists  of  best  books  in  special  subjects,  which  portion  might 
be  taken  by  the  libraries  in  suitable  numbers,  and,  after  the 
addition  of  local  matter,  might  be  issued  as  the  local  library 
bulletin. 

In  concluding,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  of  course  aware 
that  some  of  my  suggestions,  and  also  some  of  my  remarks 
have  been  brought  forward  before,  but  repetition  will  not 
harm  the  cause.  But  with  the  well-equipped  libraries  already 
in  existence  and  those  which  are  now  being  instituted  in  such 
large  numbers,  it  surely  lies  with  us  to  do  all  in  our  power  to 
induce  the  public  to  make  the  fullest  use  of  what  is,  after  all, 
their  own  !  And  all  will  agree  that  those  words,  which,  long 
years  before  free  public  libraries  were  thought  of,  Burton 
penned  in  his  Anatomy  of  Melancholy ,  have  much  point  and 
application  at  the  present  time  : — 

"What  vast  Tomes  are  extant  in  Law,  Physick  and 
Divinity,  for  profit,  pleasure,  practice,  speculation,  in  verse 
or  prose,  &c.  ?  Their  names  alone  are  the  subject  of  whole 
volumes,  we  have  thousands  of  Authors  of  all  sorts,  many 
gfreat  Libraries  full  well  furnished,  like  so  many  dishes  of 
meat,  served  out  for  severall  palates,  and  he  is  a  very  blocke 
that  is  affected  with  none  of  them  "  (A.  of  M.,  II.,  ii.,  4). 


STOCKTAKING :   A  NOTE.^ 

By  Thomas  Aldred,  Deputy  Librarian  and  Inspector 
OF  Libraries,  Southwark. 

STOCKTAKING  is  not  essentially  a  modern  process,  and 
this  is  my  excuse  for  prefacing  my  brief  note  with  a 
few  remarks  on  its  origin. 

In  all  probability  the  practice  arose  when  man  first  began 
to  acquire  property,  and  in  the  absence  of  written  characters 
lists  of  goods  or  estates  must  have  been  committed  to  memory. 
The  invention  of  hieroglyphics  caused  scribes,  or  those  in  a 
position  to  employ  them,  to  make  permanent  and  incontest- 
able records  of  the  extent  and  limitation  of  property,  thereby 
putting  an  end  to  the  frequent  wrangles  which  previously 
took  place  between  parties  concerned. 

The  Bible  contains  many  references  to  the  enumeration 
of  property,  but  for  what  lawyers  may  regard  as  first-class 
evidence  of  the  antiquity  of  stocktaking,  we  must  refer  to 
Babylonian  history.  For  the  ancient  records  we  need  go  no 
farther  than  the  British  Museum,  which  possesses  many  clay 
tablets  and  cylinders  whereon  are  inscribed,  in  cuneiform 
characters,  inventories  of  many  estates.  The  earliest  of 
these  date  from  about  the  year  B.C.  2200,  and  continue 
through  the  Assyrian  period  to  that  of  the  New  Babylonian 
era,  the  latter  furnishing  many  records  of  commercial  trans- 
actions. 

As  a  small  tribute  to  the  founder  of  an  early  library,  I 
beg  to  call  your  attention  to  one  of  the  clay  tablets  in  the 


1  Read  at  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Library  Association,  in  London,  on 
23rd  April,  1906. 
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British  Museum.  This  is  an  Assyrian  copy  of  an  inscription 
made  for  Ashur-bani-pul's  Library  at  Nineveh,  and  contains 
a  list  of  the  furniture  which  Ag^m,  King  of  Babylonia  (about 
B.C.  1700),  provided  for  Marduk's  shrine. 

I  have  read  somewhere  that  the  librarian  of  Sargon's 
Library  at  Agane  (b.c.  2000)  made  a  list  of  the  writings  in 
his  charge,  but  cannot  at  this  moment  find  the  reference, 
and  so  should  not  like  to  assert  that  a  stock  list  or  catalogue 
existed  at  this  early  date.  It  is,  however,  beyond  doubt  that 
in  the  third  century  e.g.  several  of  the  librarians  of  the 
Alexandrian  Library  compiled  catalogues  which  served  as 
inventories,  and  there  appears  to  be  no  break  in  the  con- 
tinuity of  their  use  to  the  present  day. 

The  term  stocktaking,  in  the  commercial  world,  is  applied 
to  the  making  of  a  classified  list  of  stock-in-hand,  and  is 
usually  accompanied  by  a  detailed  valuation.  The  process 
is  gone  through  periodically  to  record  what  goods  are  actually 
in  stock,  to  detect  losses,  and  in  a  degree  enters  in  the  pro- 
cess of  book-keeping. 

In  libraries  the  underlying  principle  is  the  same,  but  the 
process  differs  in  this  respect :  the  stock  is  checked  by  an 
inventory  made  up  of  direct  or  indirect  postings  from  in- 
voices, etc.  The  best  practice  is  in  the  nature  of  an  audit, 
in  addition  to  the  formal  calling  over  of  stock.  For  example, 
the  postings  of  all  entries  on  invoices  and  particulars  of 
donations  received  since  the  last  stocktaking  are  carefully 
checked  to  the  accessions  book.  Where  a  shelf  list  is  kept 
the  further  postings  are  also  audited.  The  correctness  of 
the  inventory  is  thus  proved. 

With  one  exception,  all  the  municipal  libraries  I  am 
acquainted  with  have  stock  books  or  shelf  lists  representing 
the  volumes  as  they  stand  on  the  shelves. 

Accession  and  replacement  books  as  well  as  shelf  lists 
vary  so  much  that  I  do  not  propose  to  offer  any  remarks  on 
their  form  and  rulings,  beyond  recommending  that  in  the 
shelf  list  the  number  of  volumes  which  a  work  comprises 
should  be  conspicuously  noted  in  red  ink.  If  this  be  not 
done,  there  is  a  decided  tendency  for  the  checker  to  pass 
over  omissions.    Unless  an  audit  or  stocktaking  be  perfectly 
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done,  the  process  loses  half  its  value.  Undue  haste,  there- 
fore, in  stocktaking  is  to  be  deprecated,  and  no  precaution 
should  be  neglected  to  prevent  errors  arising. 

In  many  libraries  books  are  called  over  by  number.  This 
method  is  not  beyond  criticism,  as  many  mistakes  invariably 
result.  Another  popular  practice  which  cannot  be  com- 
mended is  the  ticking  off,  in  vacant  columns,  the  numbers 
or  names  of  books  called  out.  Discreet  inquiries  as  to  the 
result  of  this  method  substantiate  forecasts,  namely,  that 
whether  the  chief  librarian  knows  it  or  not,  ticks  are  not 
infrequently  placed  on  the  wrong  line,  the  mistakes  being  in 
a  measure  due  to  the  great  distance  of  the  column  from  the 
main  entry. 

A  much  more  satisfactory  method  is  for  the  short  titles 
of  all  works  to  be  called  out.  All  works  in  more  than  one 
volume  should  be  queried  by  the  superior  officer  checking 
the  stock  book.  Each  missing  book  is  listed  by  name  and 
identifying  number.  This  list  has  two  vacant  columns.  The 
first  is  for  a  note  of  where  the  book  is  afterwards  found  ;  for 
example:  **  Misplaced,"  "At  binder's,"  "  Awaiting  binding," 
"  Temporarily  withdrawn  ".  The  other  column  is  for  the 
initial  of  the  librarian  or  senior  officer  who  vouches  for  the 
correctness  of  the  entry.  The  entry  of  each  book  still  un- 
accounted for  is  initialled  in  red  ink  on  being  posted  to  a 
summary  sheet.  The  first  vacant  column  of  this  list  is  used 
for  noting  the  reason  of  the  absence  of  the  book ;  for  ex- 
ample :  "  Lost  and  paid  for,  book  o.p.  " ;  "  Lost,  value  irre- 
coverable from  borrower  and  guarantor  (with  particulars  of 
the  case)  "  ;  **  Discarded  (and  cause)  "  ;  "  Missing  last  stock- 
taking" ;  "  Missing,  no  clue  ". 

Any  book  lost  beyond  hope  of  recovery  is  entered  by  the 
chief  officer  in  a  permanent  book,  the  end  pages  of  the  first 
accessions  book  being  usually  reserved  for  the  purpose,  and 
the  same  officer  cancels  the  entry  in  stock  or  other  book. 
The  filing  of  the  stocktaking  sheets  completes  the  ordinary 
process. 

The  method  thus  described  applies  to  libraries  which  close 
for  stocktaking.  Those  which  do  not  close  for  the  purpose 
either  list  all  books  "  out "  and  cancel  entries  as  the  books 
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are  returned,  or  take  as  **  seen  "  all  books  lent  within  the 
preceding  fortnight. 

The  common  interval  between  stocktaking  is  twelve 
months,  but  as  the  losses  are  so  few  and  the  work  heavy, 
some  librarians  think  a  triennial  stocktaking  meets  the  case. 

In  libraries  which  close  for  the  purpose,  the  time  taken 
varies  from  three  days  to  one  month ;  the  latter  period,  how- 
ever, usually  includes  "  cleaning  ".  One  month's  notice  is 
given  to  the  public  whenever  the  library  is  to  be  closed  for 
stocktaking,  and  is  conveyed  by  means  of  posters  exhibited 
in  the  library  and  printed  slips  inserted  in  all  books  lent 
within  the  period  of  notice. 

Cleaning  and  the  examination  of  the  condition  of  the 
vdumes  in  stock  is,  in  well-regulated  libraries,  a  work 
always  in  progress. 

The  last  point  I  raise  is  the  question  of  convenience 
versus  inconvenience  of  calling  in  books  or  closing  a  depart- 
ment for  stocktaking  purposes.  For  my  part  I  may  say  that 
I  have  tried  both  methods,  and  as  a  result  do  not  intend  of 
my  own  free  will  to  revert  to  the  old  custom  of  closing. 

Without  troubling  you  with  details,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  closing  involves  more  labour  on  the  part  of 
the  staff.  On  the  other  hand,  stocktaking  may  be  spread 
over  one  month  or  a  year,  and  in  consequence  adds  but  little 
to  normal  daily  duties.     Moreover,  it  is  equally  effective. 

As  regards  the  public,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  what- 
ever period  of  the  year  is  selected  for  closing,  a  considerable 
proportion  of  readers  are  inconvenienced  by  the  process.  It 
is  sufficient  to  say,  therefore,  that  the  system  of  closing  does 
not  meet  with  public  approval.  The  matter  is,  however,  in 
the  hands  of  librarians  themselves,  and  I  am  hopeful  that 
most  present  will  take  part  in  the  ensuing  discussion  so  as 
to  fully  bring  out  the  pros  and  cons  of  the  question  and 
make  it  quite  clear  which  is  the  best  practice  in  all  details 
incidental  to  the  process. 
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British. 

Library  World  (April). 

37.  Savage  (E.  A.)« — Classification  guides  and  indexes. 
Public  Libraries  Acts  (Extension)  Bill 
Outside  intervention  in  librarv  appointments. 

37.  For  classified  libraries  the  writer  recommends  the  following 
l^ides  for  public  use:  (i)  A  plan  of  the  room  hung  in  the  entrance  hall 
indicating  by  different  colours  the  extent  of  the  main  classes ;  (2)  in  the 
middle  of  each  main  class  a  framed  notice  about  2  feet  by  x  foot  giving 
the  name  and  number  of  the  class;  (3)  the  class  name  on  coloured 
labels  repeated  on  the  second  shelf  from  the  top  of  each  tier ;  (4)  on  the 
third  shelf  a  white  guide  indicating  the  numbers  contained  in  each  tier ; 
(5)  on  the  shelves  below  the  tier  euides,  binders  containing  the  general 
class  table  and  the  shelf  register  tor  each  tier.  In  addition  there  should 
be  a  subject-index,  which,  combined  with  a  description  of  the  library 
and  an  abstract  of  the  rules,  might  be  issued  as  a  handbook  to  readers. 
The  cost  of  printing  might  be  defrayed  by  advertisements.  Authors 
and  titles  should  be  entered  in  a  separate  card  catalogue. 

Library  Assistant  (May). 

38.  Bur  SILL  (P.  C.).— The  treatment  of  periodical  publications. 
Whitwell  (C.). — The  Mus^e  Plantin-Moretus  at  Antwerp. 
Barlow  (H.). — Smoking  in  public  libraries. 

38.  The  writer  advocates  entering  in  the  accession  register  every- 
thing that  is  worth  keeping  for  several  months.  When  it  is  found 
necessary  to  withdraw  an  entry,  the  record  need  not  be  scored  through 
but  marked  as  withdrawn,  etc.,  in  the  remarks  column.  A  withdrawal 
register  should  be  instituted,  in  which  all  withdrawn,  transferred  or 
replaced  volumes  should  be  entered.  A  new  volume  should  never  be 
treated  as  replacing  a  previous  one,  but  should  have  a  new  number  in 
the  accessions  book.  All  items  entered  should  be  immediately  cata- 
logued, and  if  the  book  is  discarded  the  cataloging  cards  referring  to  it 
must  be  extracted.  When  the  catalogue  is  printed  a  card  list  of  books 
withdrawn  must  be  made  so  that  the  entries  may  be  omitted  in  the  new 
edition. 
Museums  Journal. 

Plunkbtt  (G.  T.).— The  circulation  branch  of  the  Dublin  Museum. 

Museum  publications. 

General  notes. 
The  Library  (April). 

Leb  (S.).— Notes  and  additions  to  the  census  of  copies  of  the 
Shakespeare  first  folio. 

Barwick  (G.  p.). — Impresas. 

Plombr  (H.  R.). — The  printers  of  Shakespeare's  plajrs  and  poems. 

EsDAiLB  (A.).— Shakespeare  literature,  190X-1905. 
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39.  Ballinobr  (J.)* — Shakespeare  and  the  municipal  libraries. 

Greg  (W.  W.). — Two  reviews. 

Lee  (E.).— Recent  foreign  literature. 

39.  Mr.  Ballinger  describes  what  is  being  done  in  municipal  libraries 
for  the  reading  and  study  of  Shakespeare.  There  is  a  first  folio  in  the 
Birmingham  Library,  while  the  Lambeth,  Liverpool  and  Manchester 
Libraries  possess  copies  of  one  or  more  of  the  other  folios.  There  are 
special  Shakespeare  collections  at  Birmingham  (12,000  vols.),  Cambridge 
Municipal  Library  (1,000  vols.),  Birkenhead  (800  vols.),  Liverpool  (700 
vols.),  Manchester  (700  vols.),  Leeds,  Plymouth,  Wigan  and  other  places. 
Lambeth  has  a  collection  of  500  vols,  on  Bacon  and  the  Bacon-Shake- 
«peare  question.  In  various  places  local  Shakespeare  societies  work  in 
conjunction  with  the  municipal  libraries,  and  lectures  have  also  been 

fiven.  The  writer  suggests  that  slips  should  be  issued  giving  the  books 
y  and  about  Shakespeare  which  are  in  the  library,  and  that  small  ex- 
hibitions should  be  held  from  time  to  time.  The  paper  ends  with  a  list 
of  suitable  editions  and  other  works. 

American. 

Public  Libraries  (April). 

Glbason  (C.  F.). — On  picture  books,  good  and  bad. 
Fairy  tales. 

40.  Lawrence  (I.). — How  shall  children  be  led  to  love  good  books  ? 
Van  (L.).— What  children  read. 

41.  Gymer  (R.  C.)— Personal  work  with  children. 
Work  with  children  [at  various  libraries]. 

Public  Libraries  (May). 

Wright  (P.  B.).— Reaching  the  people. 

42.  Andrews  (C.  W.). — Books  as  merchandise. 

43.  Canpield  (J.  H.). — Library  methods  in  the  business  world. 

40.  The  writer  opens  with  a  warning  against  getting  children  to  read 
books  too  hard  for  them  simply  from  love  of  praise,  and  from  forcing  the 
child  prematurely  into  some  one  line  to  the  neglect  of  every  other  form  oi 
literature.  Children  under  eight  have  an  appetite  for  the  marvellous  and 
should  be  regaled  with  mjrth  and  fairy-tale.  Books  about  children  of 
his  own  and  other  lands  are  also  attractive.  The  moral  teaching 
should  be  in  the  stories  themselves  and  not  in  a  formal  moral  at  the 
end.  From  eight  to  fourteen  the  boy  requires  stories  of  invention,  in- 
dustry, travel  and  adventure,  with  plenty  of  fighting.  Trash  should  be 
avoided.  Girls  may  be  earlier  introduced  to  modem  poetry  and  litera- 
ture, but  they  should  be  kept  from  the  foolish  sentimental  novel. 

41.  In  choosing  books  for  children,  fiction  should  be  chosen  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  individual  taste  of  the  child,  non-fiction  by  the  value 
of  the  book  itself.  Girls  generally  become  interested  in  books  through 
the  personality  of  the  children's  worker,  and  accept  any  book  recom- 
mended without  looking  at  it.  If  they  like  it,  they  come  for  another  to 
be  chosen  for  them.  Boys  oftener  want  a  book  on  a  given  topic,  and 
'examine  what  is  offered  them  to  see  if  it  is  suitable.  In  managing 
children,  while  a  display  of  authority  should  be  avoided,  a  firm  attitude 
must  at  times  be  taken.  It  is  sometimes  possible  to  turn  a  gang  of 
rowdy  boys  into  a  club  for  story-reading. 

42.  C.  W.  Andrews  considers  in  this  paper  the  prices  of  books  and 
the  valuing  of  them  as  collections.  Most  libraries  in  giving  the  value 
of  their  books  in  the  statement  of  assets,  simply  report  the  total  amount 
which  has  been  spent.  This  is  not  a  statement  of  market  value,  for 
few  collections  would  realise  what  was  paid  for  them  when  new.    The 
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John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago,  charges  off  10  per  cent,  depreciation  each 
I  year,  but  this  seems  excessive.     In  determining  the  value  the  selling 

>  price  must  be  kept  in  view,  not  the  amount  required  to  replace  the  col- 

lection. The  writer  considers  that  age  and  rarity  are  often  overesti- 
mated as  factors  in  the  value  of  the  individual  book.  Conditions  must 
also  be  considered,  **asnew"  and  '*in  good  second-hand  condition" 
have  now  conventional  meanings  with  dealers.  Books  containing 
j  library  stamps  are  rarely  put  in  the  latter  class  without  some  qualiMng 

jtl    I  note.    The  value  of  collections  of  books  are  largely  influenced  by  their 

'     '  relative  completeness  and  by  the  degree  to  which  they  have  been  kept 

up  to  date.    This  is  illustrated  by  two  collections  on  political  economy 
bought  under  similar  conditions  at  the  same  period.    One  containing 
a8,ooo  pieces  cost  £6,000  and  was  sold  for  £10,000.    The  other  contain- 
i    •  ing  33,000  pieces  cost  £17,000  and  was  sold  for  £7 ,00a    The  former 

I    ■  incidentally  contained  more  rarities  and  was  in  better  condition,  but  its 

I  greater  value  was  due  to  its  being  confined  to  English  economic  history 

\  before  1850  and  was  considered  to  be  practically  complete;  the  other 

was  wider  in  scope  and  less  complete.  Finally  a  formula  for  valuation 
is  suggested  :  50  per  cent,  off  all  purchases  and  a  depreciation  of  from 
3  to  5  per  cent,  continued  indefinitely  on  books,  but  to  stop  after  a  time 
on  periodicals ;  the  whole  to  be  augmented  by  a  small  percentage  for 
every  100,000  vols,  provided  the  library  is  kept  up  to  date. 

43.  The  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Columbia  University  Library 
have  always  been  notified  that  they  might  be  permitted  to  withdraw  in 
order  to  accept  a  better  appointment  elsewhere,  provided  no  serious 
detriment  was  caused  to  the  ser%-ice  of  the  University.  The  first  with- 
drawal of  this  kind  was  to  one  of  the  largest  law  firms  of  the  city. 
Their  law  library  was  so  large  as  to  need  a  special  custodian,  and  their 
court  papers  and  other  legal  documents  needed  arrangement  Other 
business  firms  and  railway  and  insurance  offices  are  now  beginning  to 
find  the  advantages  of  library  methods  of  classification  and  card  cata- 
logues. During  the  past  six  years,  fifteen  assistants  have  left  the  lib- 
rary to  take  up  appointments  of  this  kind,  which  are  to  their  financial 
advantage. 
Library  Journal  (April). 

44.  Clark  (G.  T.). — Methods  of  school  circulation  in  library  books. 
CooFBR  (F.  S.). — Is  there  a  need  for  instruction  in  library  methods 

by  the  normal  schools  and  universities  ? 

45.  Clat WORTHY  (L.  M.).— A  library  course  given  to  city  normal 
school  students. 

Collins  (V.  L.). — The  Princeton  preceptorial  system  and  the  Uni- 
versity Library. 

46.  BowERMAN  (G.  F.).— School  work  of  the  district  of  Columbia 
Public  Library. 

QuiGLEv  (M.  G.). — Systematic  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  library 
at  Grand  Kapids,  Mich. 

GiLSON  (M.  J.). — Library  and  school  work  in  Newark,  N.J. 

44.  G.  T.  Clark  outlines  the  three  methods  that  have  been  adopted 
for  the  circulation  of  library  books  through  the  medium  of  the  school. 
The  first  method  is  to  send  the  children  to  the  library  with  a  list  of 
books  drawn  up  by  the  teacher.  This  can  only  be  done  when  the 
library  is  accessible  to  all  the  children,  and  another  disadvantage  is 
that  sometimes  all  the  children  want  the  same  book  at  the  same  time. 
The  second  method  is  to  lend  books  to  classes  on  teachers'  cards.  A 
requisition  form  is  filled  in  by  the  teacher  and  the  library  supplies  the 
books  that  are  available.  They  may  be  kept  for  two  weeks  and  may 
be  renewed  for  a  similar  period.     The  plan  answers  very  well  where 
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:a  few  books  are  wanted  now  and  then  for  collateral  reading,  but  it 
cannot  be  made  to  supply  home  reading  for  the  children,  and  the 
transportation  is  rather  burdensome  to  the  teacher.  The  third  method 
18  for  the  libraiy  to  have  a  **  school  duplicate  collection "  made  up  of 
books  suitable  tor  circulation  in  the  grades.  They  are  made  up  mto 
lots  of  forty  or  fifty  each,  packed  in  boxes  or  cabinets  which  serve  to 
shelve  the  books  while  at  the  school.  The  books  are  changed  every 
term  and  the  teacher  makes  a  record  of  the  various  children  to  whom 
they  are  issued.  Once  a  month  an  assistant  visits  the  school  and  with- 
draws  those  books  that  need  repair,  etc. 

45.  The  paper  describes  the  library  course  given  at  the  Dayton, 
Ohio,  Public  Library  as  a  part  of  the  senior  class  work  of  the  normal 
school.  Lecture  i  was  on  "  Books  as  tools,"  and  was  designed  to  give 
a  clear  conception  of  the  individuality  of  a  book  and  to  suggest  a  basis 
for  critical  discrimination.  Lecture  2  on  *'  The  arrangement  of  books 
in  the  library  '*  was  planned  as  an  explanation  of  the  Dewey  classifica- 
tion. Lecture  3  was  designed  to  explain  the  mechanism  of  the  card 
catalogue.  Lecture  4  was  on  reference  books,  and  Lecture  5  was  on 
the  preparation  and  form  of  a  bibliography  or  reading  list.  The  course 
closed  with  an  exposition  of  the  methods  used  to  call  the  attention  of 
children  to  good  books. 

46.  The  librarian  thus  summarises  what  is  being  done  for  the 
schools  at  the  District  of  Columbia  Public  Library :  *'  The  establishment 
of  a  teachers'  reference  library,  open  daily,  including  Sundays,  until 
10  P.M.,  the  publication  of  a  monthly  educational  bulletin,  the  giving  of 
talks  by  the  librarian  and  children  s  librarian  to  schools  and  classes, 
and  the  constant  urging  of  greater  use  of  the  ten-book  privilege  '*  by  the 
teachers. 

French. 

Bulletin  du  Bibliophile  (April). 

Prince  d'Essling. — An  unpublished  Venetian  woodcut  of  the  six- 
teenth century  (illustrated). 

JovY  (E.). — Some  unpublished  letters  of  the  Marquise  du  Chatelet 
and  of  the  Duchesse  de  Choiseul  (1745-75). 

BoNNBROT  (J.). — Two  poems  on  bindings. 

German. 

Zentralblatt  fur  Bibliothekswesen  (April). 

47.  Kbyssbr  (A.). — A  guide  through  German  libraries. 
Glauning  (O.).— On  the  question  of  the  collective  catalogue :  with 

reply  by  the  editor. 

MiLKAU  (F.).— On  the  using  up  of  the  storage  capacity. 

HoRTzscHANSKY  (A.).— The  proposal  for  the  new  arrangement  of 
school  writings. 
Zentralblatt  fur  Bibliothekswesen  (May). 

Jacobs  (E.). — Joseph  Gorres's  collection  of  manuscripts. 

HiPPB  (M.). — The  late  Hermann  Markgraf. 

International  Institute  for  Social  Bibliography. 

47.  Glauning  points  out  that  it  has  not  yet  been  settled  whether  the 
•object  to  be  aimed  at  is  a  catalogue  or  a  bibliography,  and  in  any  case  it 
would  be  incomplete  as  so  many  exceptions  are  to  be  made.  He  sug- 
gests that  it  would  be  more  feasible  to  make  a  catalogue  of  sixteenth  and 
seventeenth  century  German  printed  books.  An  interchange  might  be 
arranged  for  the  loan  of  these  older  books  which  would  be  impracticable  in 
the  case  of  new  books.    The  writer  also  fears  that  the  price  which  would 
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have  to  be  paid  for  centralisation  would  be  the  individuality  of  the 
libraries  sharing  in  the  scheme,  and  suggests  that  too  much  uniformity  is 
not  advantageous  in  this  sphere.  The  editor  points  out  that  the  printing 
of  catalogue  slips  cannot  affect  the  individuality  of  libraries,  anc!  throws 
out  a  suggestion  that  accredited  representatives  should  be  appointed  tO" 
talk  over  the  matter. 

Bohemian. 

Ceskd  OsveUt,     Pts.  7-8. 

DoNT  (J.).— Women  in  libraries. 

PospfsiL  (K.). — Art  in  villages. 

Chmblar  (J.). — List  of  plays  for  small  theatres. 

The  reference  library  for  useful  arts  at  the  Prague  Museum* 


REVIEWS. 

A  CENTURY  OF  THE  ENGLISH  BOOK  TRADE.  Short  notices 
of  all  printers,  stationers,  bookbinders  and  others  connected  with 
it  from  the  issue  of  the  first  dated  book  in  1457  to  the  incorporation 
of  the  Company  of  Stationers  in  1557.  By  £.  Gordon  Duff.  Printed 
for  the  Bibliographical  Society,  1905.    Sm.  4to,  xxxvi  +  200  pp. 

In  this  modest  volume  Mr.  Gordon  Duff  has  contrived  to  condense, 
in  an  alphabetical  list,  brief  biographical  notices  of  nearly  700  persons 
known  to  have  been  engaged  in  the  English  book  trade  during  the 
period  in  question.  In  the  compilation  of  this  work  he  has  utilised 
the  notes  gathered  in  the  course  of  his  own  original  researches  and 
discoveries,  has  extracted  from  numerous  bibliographical  works  all  that 
bears  on  the  subject,  and  in  addition  has  searched  many  hundred  other 
volumes  so  as  to  supplement  the  information  to  the  fullest  extent  On 
pages  xxxi-xxxv  a  list  of  the  principal  books  quoted  occurs,  and  from  this 
may  be  gathered  some  idea  of  the  gigantic  nature  of  the  task  which  Mr. 
Duff  has  accomplished,  though  it  may  easily  be  seen  that  these  are  only 
a  proportion  of  the  works  actually  read. 

To  the  student  of  early  English  printed  books  the  work  should  be 
of  the  utmost  value,  not  only  on  account  of  the  biographical  matter  for 
the  first  time  brought  together,  but  because  by  its  arrangement  it  will 
frequently  be  found  serviceable  in  guiding  him  to  articles  dealing  with 
any  special  printer.  The  frequent  occurrence  in  the  list  of  the  names 
of  foreign  publishers  and  printers  shows  how  great  the  importation  of 
books  was,  and  how  much  business  was  done  by  the  French  and  other 
stationers  who  regularly  visited  this  country.  The  Act  of  i534t  as  Mr. 
Duff  tells  us,  put  some  restrictions  upon  this  trade,  the  importation  of 
bound  books  being  prohibited,  as  was  also  the  retail  sale  of  unbound 
books  by  non-resident  foreigners.  This  Act,  though  partly  passed  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  seditious  pamphlets,  had  also  in  view  the 
protection  of  the  home  trades,  especially  that  of  the  bookbinders. 
The  majority  of  the  books  printed  at  that  period  which  have  come  down 
to  us  have  lost  their  original  covers,  but  when  a  book  of  this  date  is 
found  in  contemporary  English  binding,  it  often  proves  to  be  from  a 
foreign  press.  Many  of  the  bookbinders  who  worked  at  this  time  are 
noted  in  the  list,  but  the  work  of  comparatively  few  has  as  yet  been 
fully  identified.  Some  of  them  used  stamps  with  their  full  name,  or 
more  frequently  their  own  initials  ;  in  the  latter  case  it  has  not  always 
been  possible  to  discover  the  name,  in  fact  more  than  twenty  book- 
binders are  mentioned  in  the  list  under  initials  only ;  considering  how 
much  has  been  done  in  the  elucidation  of  stamped  bookbindings  in 
recent  years,  it  may  reasonably  be  hoped  that  much  will  be  discovered 
in  the  near  future  concerning  these  old  craftsmen.    Towards  this  end 
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the  present  volume  should  be  of  the  utmost  assistance,  and  also  in  all 
other  researches  regarding  the  history  of  early  English  bookselling. 

G.  S. 

UNITED    STATES    LIBRARY    OF    CONGRESS.     List    of    the 
Benjamin    Franklin    papers    in   the   library,   etc      Washington, 
1905.     4to,  322  pp.     [Prepared  by  J.  C.  Fitzpatrick.] 
An  annotated  calendar  with  general  index. 

Select   list   of   books   on   railroads   in   foreign   countries: 

Government  regulation.     Washington,  1905.    4to,  72  pp. 
Works  classified  by  countries ;  with  author  and  subject  indexes. 

[List  of  J  Publications.    Spring,  1906.    8vo,  33  pp.    Cover. 

We  note  that  the  Library  of  Congress  has  in  the  Press  an  edition  of 

special  Rules  of  the  Library  supplementing  the  A.L.A.  and  Cutter  Rules. 

List  of  cartularies  (principally  French)  recently  added  to  the 

Library  of  Congress,  with  some  earlier  accessions.  Washington, 
1905.    4to,  30  pp. 

List  of  works  on  the  tariffs  of  foreign  countries.  Washing- 
ton, 1906.    4to,  42  pp. 

— Report  of  the   Librarian  of  Congress  and  report   of  the 

Superintendent  of  the  Library  Building  and  Grounds  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1905.  Washington,  1905.  8vo, 
318  pp. 

On  p.  75  reference  is  made  to  the  progress  of  the  Catalogue  Rules 
Committees  of  the  English  and  American  Library  Associations.  Great 
stress  is  laid  upon  the  ultimate  value  of  international  agreement  upon 
the  principles  of  cataloguing  in  English-speaking  countries.  The  in- 
crease in  the  sale  of  catalogue  cards  since  1901  is  very  striking,  the 
number  of  cards  distributed  by  the  Card  Section  last  year  amounting 
roughly  to  2,000,000  cards.  The  increase  is  attributed  in  part  to  the 
publication  of  the  new  edition  of  the  A.L.A.  Catalog.  It  is  estimated 
that  by  the  purchase  of  the  Library  of  Congress  cards  a  saving  is 
effected  by  the  contributing  libraries  of  from  four  to  seven  times  the 
amount  of  their  contributions,  and  that  the  saving  thus  effected  last 
year  was  equal  to  the  sum  expended  by  the  Government  for  the  mmin- 
tenance  of  the  entire  staff  of  classifiers  and  cataloguers,  ninety-one  in 
number.  The  actual  receipts  were  $16,000  against  $88,000  for  staff 
expenses. 

Appendix  6  contains  a  valuable  list  of  early  English  law  books 
printed  prior  to  1600,  which  extends  over  ten  pages. 

Appendix  9  (pp.  223-310)  records  additions  to  the  Division  of  Prints 
obtained  chiefly  by  gift  from  the  Governments  of  France  and  GermanT. 
It  is  preceded  by  a  useful  bibliography  of  reference  works  required  in 
cataloguing  prints. 

VOCE  (A.  L.).  Systematic  code  for  the  relative  decimal  classification  of 
a  card  bibliography  of  electro-chemistry  and  allied  subjects.  Zurich, 
Concilium  Bibliographicum,  1905.     8vo,  98  pp. 

This  work  marks  an  extension  of  the  activities  of  the  Concilium 
Bibliographicurn,  which  has  hitherto  confined  itself  to  recording  the 
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literature  of  the  Natural  Sciences.  It  is  estimated  that  5,000  references 
perannam  will  cover  the  literature  of  Electro-chemistry,  including  patents 
and  original  papers.  The  cards  are  prepared  in  the  ordinary  way, 
except  that  in  place  of  the  annotation  which  follows  the  title  of  the 
paper  within  square  brackets,  ciphers  may  be  used  in  further  qualifica- 
tion of  the  title. 

CLEGG  (Jc^mes).  The  international  directory  of  booksellers  and  biblio- 
phile's manual,  including  lists  of  the  public  libraries  of  the  world, 
publishers,  book  collectors,  learned  societies  .  .  .  also  bibliographies 
of  book  and  library  catalogues,  concordances,  book-plates,  etc.  [7th 
issue].  Rochdale :  J.  Clegg.  London :  Elliot  Stock,  1906.  8vo, 
xiv  +  464  pp.    58. 

Lengthy  as  the  above  title  is,  it  fails  to  enumerate  in  full  the  many 
useful  lists  which  this  edition  of  a  now  well-established  directory  con- 
tains. The  lists  of  bookbinders  in  London  and  the  Provinces,  of  record 
and  literary  searchers,  indexers,  etc.,  are  novel  features  which  will  be 
widely  appreciated.  In  point  of  execution  the  work  is  somewhat  un- 
equal. The  section  dealing  with  libraries  is  divided  into  municipal  and 
state,  and  non-municipal,  collegiate,  proprietary  and  other  public  lib- 
raries in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  division  appears  to  us  unnecessary 
— a  simple  alphabetical  grouping  of  libraries  under  proper  geographical 
headings  would  be  sufficient.  If  a  division  is  required,  it  should  be 
based  upon  the  distinction  between  libraries  accessible  to  the  public 
and  proprietary,  i.^.,  private  and  subscription  libraries.  As  it  is  many 
libraries  appear  in  the  wrong  list.  The  Bishopsgate  Institute  and  St. 
Bride  Foundation  Libraries  appear  in  the  first  list,  the  libraries  of  the 
Patent  Office  and  Record  Office  in  the  second  list.  These  lists,  how- 
ever, in  spite  of  their  shortcomings,  will  be  very  useful  both  for  reference 
and  statistical  purposes,  and  if  Mr.  Clegg  when  preparing  his  eighth 
issue  is  disposed  to  apply  for  professional  assistance  to  the  Association, 
we  feel  sure  that  his  application  will  not  be  in  vain.  The  classification 
of  the  section  devoted  to  the  Learned  Societies  is  unsatisfactory  and 
the  allotment  in  many  cases  incorrect — see  the  heading  "  Dialectics," 
etc,  where  we  find  a  jumble  of  statistical,  ethical  and  political  societies. 
The  work,  however,  though  requiring  considerable  amendment,  will  be 
useful  to  many  outside  the  booksellers'  trade,  and  we  can  without  hesita- 
tion recommend  it  to  librarians  for  their  support. 

E.  W.  H. 

BURM.     Handbuch  der  Architektur.      Teil  4,  Halbband  6,  Heft  4. 

Gebaude  fur  Sammlungen  und  Ausstellungen.    a'e  Aufi.    Stuttgart : 

Kroner,  1906  [1905].      8vo,  744  pp.,  882  illus.  and   11  plates.    32 

marks. 

The  first  edition  of  this  section  of  Durm's  encyclopaedic  handbook 
was  published  in  1893  and  contained  534  pages,  ot  which  172  were  de- 
voted to  Record  Offices  and  Libraries.  This  section  in  the  new  edition 
occupies  218  pages  with  33S  illustrations  of  plans,  elevations  and  fittings 
of  such  buildings  throughout  the  world.  Library  administration  is,  of 
course,  outside  the  scope  of  the  work,  but  so  far  as  construction  and 
fitting  are  concerned  this  book  is  almost  indispensable  for  reference. 
Taking  as  example  the  twenty-five  pages  dealing  with  stacks  and  their 
fittings,  we  find  no  less  than  forty-six  footnotes  all  referring  to  the 
original  authorities  from  which  the  examples  quoted  are  drawn.  A 
nine-page  bibliography  of  references  to  original  articles  and  plans  of 
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libraries  in  the  architectural  journals  concludes  the  section.  Durm's 
Handbuch  is  remarkable  for  its  full  bibliographies.  The  work  is  there- 
fore of  value  in  tracing  descriptions  of  buildings  rapidly,  instead  of 
consulting  index  after  index  in  building  journals  over  a  series  of  years. 

The  remaining  sections  of  the  part  under  review  deal  with  museums 
and  exhibition  buildings,  and  are  equally  fully  treated  with  the  section 
on  libraries,  which  unfortunately  cannot  be  purchased  separately. 
With  the  growing  connection  between  libraries  and  museums,  however, 
the  libraries  may  find  use  in  the  future  for  the  information  contained  in 
the  later  sections. 

H.  V.  H. 

THE  POETICAL  WORKS  OF  WILLIAM  BLAKE:  A  new  and 

verbatim  text  from  the  manuscript,  engraved  and  letterpress 
originals,  with  variorum  readings  and  bibliographical  notes  and 
prefaces.  By  John  Sampson.  Oxford :  at  the  Clarendon  Press^ 
1905.    Demy  8vo,  xxx\'i  +  384  pp.     Price  los.  6d.  net. 

The  new  Blake  is  edited  in  a  scholarly  manner  by  the  Librarian  in 
the  University  of  Liverpool.  More  than  SLXiy  other  poet  Blake  needed 
just  such  careful  editorship  as  he  has  received  at  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Sampson.  W.  M.  Rossetti  and  W.  B.  Yeats  were  forerunners  of  Mr. 
Sampson  in  the  editing  of  Blake,  but  they  gave  us  too  little  of  the  real 
Blake  by  not  following  the  originals  at  all  closely.  Mr.  Sampson,  on 
the  other  hand,  gives  us  in  this  edition  the  verbatim  text  from  the 
various  original  sources.  Besides  a  long  and  interesting  general 
preface,  each  of  the  six  sections  into  which  the  work  is  divided  is  pre- 
ceded by  an  exhaustive  bibliographical  introduction ;  these  should 
commend  themselves  to  bookmen,  and  are  full  worthy  of  their  librarian- 
author.  Copious  footnotes  furnish,  amongst  other  details,  Blake's  own 
earlier  versions  of  his  poems.  The  MS.  sources  of  Blake,  too,  are 
here  reproduced  for  the  first  time;  the  Pickering  and  Rossetti  MSS. 
having  been  called  upon  for  the  purpose.  Though  this  edition  is  not 
one  for  the  general  public,  it  should  provide  the  greater  part  if  not  all 
the  text  for  all  future  editions  of  Blake,  including  popular  ones.  For 
the  Blake  student  it  is  an  absolutely  indispensable  work. 

H.  B. 

THE  LIBRARY:  A  review  (quarterly)  edited  by  J.  Y.  W.  MacAlistcr 
and  A.  W.  Pollard.     2nd  series.    (Alexander  Moring,  Ltd.). 

The  quarterly  series  of  this  excellent  periodical  has  now  reached 
its  twenty-sixth  number  and  well  maintains  its  high  standard  as  a 
journal  of  interest  not  only  to  librarians  but  to  all  lovers  of  literature. 
This  will  be  seen  from  the  contents  of  the  April  number  given  in  our 
"  Professional  Periodical  Literature  "  column  where  it  will  be  noticed  io 
future. 


NOTES  AND  NEWS. 

Readers  are  desired  to  address  communicatums  for  the  Notes  and  News 
section  {Adoptions,  Benefactions,  New  Buildings,  Notes  on  Library  Practice, 
Appointments,  Obituaries)  to  Mr,  Henry  Bond,  Whitcomb  House,  IVhitcomb 
Strut,  Pall  Mall  East,  S,W. 

BENEFACTIONS. 

BEVERLEY.— The  Mayor  of  Beverley  (Mr.  Spencer)  has  under- 
taken to  defray  the  cost  of  the  site  of  the  new  public  library  presented 
to  the  town  by  Mr.  Champney.  As  an  appreciation  of  these  two  gifts 
the  honorary  freedom  of  the  borough  is  to  be  conferred  on  the  donors. 

COSELEY.— Mr.  Carnegie  has  offered  £"3,500  to  the  Coseley 
District  Council  for  the  erection  of  a  public  library. 

GUILDHALL  LIBRARY,  LONDON.— The  French  Government 
has,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  C.  F.  Corbould- Ellis,  Chairman  of  the  Library 
Committee  of  the  City  Corporation,  presented  a  copy  of  the  catalogue 
of  the  Biblioth^que  Nationale  to  the  Guildhall  Library.  This  important 
gift  will  form  a  very  valuable  addition  to  the  bibliographical  resources 
of  that  institution. 

KING'S  LYNN.— Mr.  Carnegie  has  consented  to  defray  the  whole 
of  the  cost  incurred  in  the  erection  of  the  new  public  library  at  King's 
Lynn ;  this  increases  his  original  gift  of  £5,000  by  an  amount  of  £368. 

LEWISHAM. — On  condition  that  a  free  site  is  provided,  and 
sufficient  margin  from  the  penny  rate  is  available  for  the  maintenance 
of  another  branch,  Mr.  Carnegie  has  offered  to  the  Lewisham  Borough 
Council  £"4,500  for  the  erection  of  a  branch  library  for  the  Hither  Green 
district. 

NORTHWICH.— Sir  John  Brunner,  M.P.,  has  offered  to  present 
a  new  public  library  to  the  town  of  Northwich.  The  present  Public 
Library  building,  opened  in  1885,  was  also  his  gift,  but  is  becoming 
dilapidated  owing  to  subsidence. 

SOUTHALL-NORWOOD.— Mr.  Carnegie  has  given  an  extra 
£350  to  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Southall  to  pay  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  building.  An  original  pyrographic  reproduction  of  Mr. 
Carnegie  has  been  executed  by  a  local  resident  and  the  work  of  art 
displayed  in  the  library  as  a  memento  of  the  donor  of  the  building. 


NEW  BUILDINGS  AND  EXTENSIONS. 

BROMLEY.— On  the  28th  May,  two  days  after  his  arrival  in  Eng- 
land, Mr.  Carnegie  opened  the  new  building  of  the  Bromley  (Kent) 
Public  Library,  and  was  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  borough. 
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GLASGOW.— The  eleventh  and  twelfth  of  the  proposed  eighteen 
District  Libraries  of  Glasgow  were  opened  last  month ;  on  the  ist 
May  the  Springburn  District  Library  was  opened  by  Baillie  O'Hare, 
M.P.,  Lord  Provost  Bilsland  presiding  at  the  ceremony;  and  on  the 
17th  May  the  Bridgeton  District  Library  was  opened  by  Mr.  John  S. 
Templeton,  at  which  ceremony  Lord  Provost  Bilsland  also  presided. 

KELSO. — On  the  i6th  May  the  Kelso  Public  Library  was  opened 
by  Dr.  Hew  Morrison,  Edinburgh  Public  Librarian,  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Carnegie,  and  Provost  Crichton  Smith  presided  at  the  ceremony. 

LITTLEHAMPTON.— The  Littlehampton  Public  Library  waa 
opened  on  the  30th  May  by  Mr.  G.  T.  Groom,  Vice-Chairman  of  the 
Urban  District  Council,  and  the  Rev.  G.  H.  Bebbington,  Chairman  of  the 
Council,  presided  at  the  ctrcmony.  Mr.  Groom  was  instrumental  in 
obtaining  from  Mr.  Carnegie  the  gift  wherewith  the  building  has  been 
erected. 

MEXBOROUGH.— On  the  21st  May  the  Mexborough  Public  Lib- 
rary was  opened  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Kelly,  of  Wath.  The  proceedings  were 
Presided  over  by  Mr.  W.  Turner,  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee, 
'he  building  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Carnegie  and  the  site  by  Mr. 
F.  J.  O.  Montague,  of  Melton  Hall. 

NEWBURY.— The  Newbury  Public  Library  was  opened  on  the 
2nd  May  by  Lady  Gull,  wife  of  Sir  Cameron  Gull,  who  resides  near  the 
town. 

PETERBOROUGH.— The  29th  May  was  a  great  day  at  Peter- 

borough,  when  Mr.  Carnegie  visited  the  city  and  was  enrolled  as  a  free- 
man. He  expressed  great  surprise  and  pleasure  at  being  the  fint 
freeman  of  a  city  possessing  a  cathedral  some  700  years  old,  and  his 
joy  was  the  greater  because  the  certificate  of  freedom  was  enshrined 
in  a  casket  made  of  oak  taken  from  the  cathedral  at  the  time  of  its 
restoration.  The  occasion  of  Mr.  Carnegie's  visit  was  made  use  of  for  a 
formal  opening  of  the  new  building  of  the  Public  Library,  which  had 
been  informally  opened  in  December  last.  The  Mayor  (Councillor 
T.  C.  Lamplugh)  presided  over  the  proceeding  which  lasted  from  twelve 
to  four  o'clock.  Mr.  Carnegie  received  an  almost  royal  welcome,  and 
was  kept  busy  during  his  stay,  delivering  at  least  four  happy  and  ex- 
cellent speeches;  on  receiving  the  freedom  at  the  luncheon,  on  the 
formal  opening  of  the  library,  and  to  the  large  crowd  assembled  outside 
the  library ;  the  latter  being  of  the  nature  of  an  oration  to  the  working 
classes  in  particular. 

RICHMOND.— The  new  reference  room  of  the  Richmond  Public 
Library  was  opened  on  the  i6th  May  by  the  Mayor  (Councillor  W. 
Sandover).  Councillor  Hilditch,  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee, 
presided  over  the  proceedings,  and  the  Librarian  (Mr.  Barkas)  read  a 
brief  history  of  the  public  library  movement  in  Richmond. 

TIPTON.— The  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee  (Mr.  W.  W. 
Doughty)  declared  open  the  Tipton  Public  Library  on  the  29th  May. 
Tipton  adopted  the  Acts  in  1883,  but  until  now  has  had  only  reading- 
rooms  in  various  parts  of  the  district. 

WEST  BROMWICH.— On  the  27th  April  the  foundation-stone 
of  the  new  building  for  the  West  Bromwich  Public  Library  was  laid  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee,  Mr.  H.  L.  Browne. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

ASSOCIATION  OF  FRENCH  LIBRARIANS.— We  very  heartily 
congratulate  our  confreres  across  the  Channel  on  the  formation  of  an  as- 
sociation ;  and  as  it  is  of  ^reat  interest  and  gives  the  draft  constitution, 
we  have  pleasure  in  setting  out  in  full  the  official  report  of  the  first 
meeting : — 

''Association  dbs  Bibliothi^caires  Fran^ais. 

**  Le  22  avril  dernier,  les  biblioth^caires  se  sont  r^unis  au  Mus^e 
Social,  5  rue  Las  Cas^s,  sous  la  pr6sidence  de  M'*  Deniker,  biblioth6- 
caire  du  Museum  d'Histotre  Naturelle,  pour  constituer  une  Association 
des  Bibliothecaires  Franqais. 

^  Des  statuts  vot6s  par  cette  assembl^e  constitutive,  nous  extrayons 
les  articles  suivants : — 

''  Art.  i. — II  est  forrn^  entre  les  membres  adherents  aux  presents 
statuts,  conform^ment  d  la  loi  du  i«r  juillet  1901  (art.  5),  une  Association 
sous  le  titre  de :  Association  des  bibliothecaires  fran^ais.  Son  si^ge  social 
est  k  Paris,  6  place  du  Pantheon, 

"Art.  ii. — L*association  des  bibliothecaires  fran9ais  a  pour  but  de 
s'occuper  de  toutes  les  questions  concernant  les  int^r^ts  des  biblio- 
th^ques  et  des  biblioth6caires. 

"Art.  iii. — Peuvent  faire  partie  de  TAssociation,  10  les  personnes 
ayant  exerc6,  exer9ant  ou  susceptibles  d*exercer,  d'apr^s  les  lois  et 
riglements  en  rigueur,  la  profession  de  biblioth^caire,  20  les  personnes 
s*int6ressant  aux  biblioth^ques.  L'admission  est  prononcle  par  le 
Comity,  k  la  majority  des  voix,  sur  presentation  de  deux  membres  de 
I'Association. 

"  Art.  iv. — La  cotisation  annuelle,  payable  en  une  fois,  est  de  cinq 
francs;  elle  pourra  etre  rachet^e  par  le  paiement  d'une  somme  d'au 
moins  cent  francs.  Le  titr6  de  membres  fondateurs  est  accord^e  aux 
personnes  payant  une  cotisation  d'au  moins  vingt  francs. 

"  Art.  V. — L* Association  est  administr^e  par  un  Comit^  compos6  de 
vingt  membres  61us  par  TAssembl^e  g^n^rale,  k  la  majority  des  suffrages. 
Le  vote  par  correspondance  est  admis.  Le  Comit6  est  renouvelable 
annuellement  par  quart ;  les  membres  soitants  sont  r^eligibles. 

"  Le  soir,  en  un  banquet  cordial  et  anim6,  on  a  bu  4  la  pro8p6rit6  de 
la  jeune  Association  qui  compte  di]k  plus  de  Deux  cents  adherents. 

"  Les  membres  du  Comit6,  61us  k  cette  premiere  Assembl^e,  se  sont 
r6unis  quelques  jours  apr^s  pour  proc6der  k  I'^lection  du  bureau  de 
I'Association.    Ont  €\€  61us  pour  1906  : — 

President — M'*  Deniker,  biblioth6caire  du  Museum. 

Vice-Presidents — M'-  Michel,  conservateur  de  la  Biblioth^que  muni- 
cipal d'Amiens ;  M'-  Martin,  administrateur  de  la  Biblioth^que 
de  TArsenal. 

Secretaire-general — M'*  Sustrac,  sous-biblioth6caire  k  la  Biblioth^que 
Sainte-Genevi^ve. 

Secretaire-adjoint—W'  Gautier,  80Us-biblioth6caire  k  la  Faculty  de 
Droit  de  Paris. 

Tresorier—Mj'  Poir6e,  conservateur-adjoint  k  la  Biblioth^que  S^ 
Genevieve. 

"  Le  Comit6  dans  sa  demi^re  stance,  a  jug6  qu'il  y  avait  lieu  de  pro- 
c6der,  avant  tout  autre  examen,  k  une  6tude  sur  la  situation  des  biblio- 
th^ques  de  tout  ordre  de  Paris  et  de  Province.  Un  questionnaire  sera 
dress6  k  cet  effet  et  envoys  k  tous  les  membres  de  I'Association. 
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**  Emu  de  Tignorance  dans  laquelle  sont  laiss^s  les  biblioth6caires  en 
ce  qui  concerne  les  cr6ations,  vacances  ou  changements  d'emploi  et,  en 
general  les  renseignements  divers  d*ordre  professionel,  le  Coniit6  a 
decide  aussi  d'examiner  la  creation  d'un  office  de  renseignements  k 
Tusage  de  tous  les  bibIioth6caires. 

**  Plusieurs  autres  questions  6galement  tr^s  importantes,  comme  la 
formation  de  Comit6s  r^gionaux  et  la  creation  d*un  Bulletin  ont  €\€ 
r^serv^es  et  seront  mises  k  T^tude  ult^rieurement." 

BETTING  NEWS.— Although  the  Carlisle  Public  Library  Com- 
mittee resolved  some  time  ago  not  to  obliterate  the  betting  news  from 
the  newspapers  provided  at  the  library,  they  have  now  reversed  their 
'decision  after  receiving  several  petitions  from  temperance  bodies  of  the 
city  praying  that  the  betting  news  be  blacked  out. 

BODLEIAN  LIBRARY  ACCESSIONS.— The  increase  of  the 
stock  at  the  Bodleian  Library  during  1905  was  a  record  one.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  the  number  of  printed  and  manuscript  items 
received  during  the  year : — 

(i)  By  gift  or  exchange I4)430 

(2)  Under  the  Copyright  Act 53>43i 

(3)  Purchases,  new ii»279 

(4)  Purchases,  second-hand 399 

79,539 

CARNEGIE  HONOURS.— Mr.  Carnegie  has  already  received  the 

freedom  of  some  forty  towns  and  cities,  and  the  number  is  constantly 
getting  larger.  East  Ham  and  Gravesend,  as  well  as  Peterborough, 
have  recently  made  him  their  first  freeman.  At  East  Ham,  Mr.  Pass- 
more  Edwards,  who  has  also  given  East  Ham  a  library  building,  was 
enrolled  an  honorary  freeman  on  the  same  occasion. 

GOOALMING  AND  THE  LIBRARIES  ACTS.— For  the  second 
time  the  Godalming  ratepayers  have  been  appealed  to  and  have  refused 
to  adopt  the  Public  Libraries  Acts.  Last  month  the  majority  against 
adoption  was  220,  while  in  November,  1904,  it  was  only  52. 

HULL  AND  PATENT  SPECIFICATIONS.— The  Property 
Committee  of  the  Hull  City  Corporation  have  increased  their  grant 
from  ;f  100  to  ;f20o  per  annum  to  the  Public  Libraries  Committee  for 
the  custody  of  the  Specifications  of  Patents  presented  to  the  library  by 
the  Patent' Office. 

IZAAK  WALTON  EXHIBIT  AT  MANCHESTER.— The  show 
cases  in  the  entrance  hall  of  the  Free  Reference  Library  are  nowfilled  with 
a  collection,  illustrating  the  life  and  writings  of  Izaak  Walton.  This 
seasonable  exhibition  embraces  portraits,  views  of  places  with  which 
the  *'  father  of  angling  *'  was  associated,  editions  of  the  CompUat  Angler 
and  the  Lives,  various  of  Walton's  commendatory  verses  prefixed  to 
other  writers'  books  and  many  other  interesting  things.  Particularly 
important  is  a  copy  of  the  first  collected  edition  of  the  Lives  (1670)  with 
an  inscription  and  signature  in  Walton's  handwriting.  A  copy  of  the 
first  edition  of  Cotton's  second  part  of  the  Compleai  AngUr  has  been 
lent  by  a  local  bookseller.  A  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  Venables'  Ex- 
perienced Angler  (1662),  and  one  of  the  fourth  edition  (1676),  have  also 
been  lent.  The  latter  edition  formed  the  third  part  of  The  Univer- 
sal  Angler  (1676),  parts  one  and  two  being  Walton's  and  Cotton's 
CompUat  AngUr,  A  view  of  Droxford  Church,  Hants,  is  shown,  and 
attention  is  drawn  to  the  fresh  light  thrown  on  Walton's  latter  years 
by  Canon  Vaughan  in  the  paper  on  "Izaak  Walton  and  Droxford" 
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printed  in  his  recently  published  Wild  Flowers  of  Selborne  and  other 
Papers  (Lane). 

MATHEWS'  MEMORIAL  AT  BRIGHTON.— On  the  13th  May 
the  Mayor  of  Brighton  (Alderman  J.  Colbourne)  unveiled  in  the  Refer-, 
ence  Library  at  the  Corporation  Library  buildings  the  memorial  to  the* 
late  Mr.  H.  J.  Mathews,  who  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Lib- 
rary Association  and  attended  its  Annual  Meetings.     It  is  a  handsome 
brass  tablet  affixed  to  the  east  wall  of  the  Reference  Library,  and  records 
that  Mr.  Mathews  *^  freely  devoted  his  rare  gifts  of  scholarship,  a  wide 
culture,  and  a  large  experience  to  the  service  of  this  library,  to  which 
he  was  a  generous  donor  ".    After  an  eloquent  tribute  had  been  paid  to 
Mr.  Mathews*  work  in  connection  with  the  library  by  Mr.  A.  O.  Jenn-  * 
ings  (Chairman  of  the  Memorial  Committee),  the  Mayor  formally  un- 
veiled the  tablet,  and   in   doing  so,  mentioned  that  the  number  of 
volumes  presented  to  the  library  by  Mr.  Mathews  amounted  to  no  fewer 
than  3,000. 

NEW  YORK'S  MODEL  SCHOOL  LIBRARY.— In  connection 
with  the  New  York  Public  Library  Circulating  Department,  a  model 
school  library,  consisting  of  all  books  approved  for  class  use  and  for 
teachers'  reference  by  the  Board  of  Education,  has  been  placed  in  the 
office  of  Travelling  Libraries.  These  volumes,  which  are  arranged  by 
school  grades,  will  be  kept  together  as  a  permanent  collection  for  the 
use  of  the  teachers  of  the  city,  who  were  cordially  invited  to  inspect 
them  on  a  given  day  and  to  use  them  freely  at  any  time  thereafter. 

PUBLIC  INSPECTION  OF  NEW  LIBRARY.— The  North 
Islington  Public  Library  is  to  be  opened  in  July,  and  the  Libraries 
Committee  have  decided  to  adopt  a  novel  and  excellent  idea.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  invite  every  person  on  the  electoral  roll  in  the  division  to  in- 
spect the  building,  when  it  is  completed,  in  batches  of  1,000.  These 
batches  will  attend  on  appointed  days,  and  members  of  the  Committee 
and  the  libraries  staff  will  explain  the  details  of  the  building  and  the 
work  of  the  library  to  the  visitors,  which  they,  as  ratepayers,  will  main- 
tain. 

RATE  INCREASE  AT  BOLTON.— The  Town  Council  at  its 
last  meeting  decided  to  levy  a  ijd.  rate  for  the  libraries  during  the 
current  financial  year.  This  makes  an  increase  of  ;f  1,500  over  the 
revenue  received  from  a  penny  rate. 

REFUSALS  OF  CARNEGIE  GIFTS.— Haworth,  the  home  of 
the  Brontes,  by  means  of  a  poll  of  ratepayers,  has  refused  to  adopt  the 
Public  Libraries  Acts,  and  consequently  to  accept  the  Carnegie  offer. 
Wirksworth  has  taken  the  same  action  by  means  of  a  town's  meeting. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  ADVANCE.— The  contents  of  the  public  lib- 
raries of  South  Africa  have  been  made  more  accessible  to  readers  living 
in  the  country  districts  by  the  decision  of  the  Cape  Government  Rail- 
ways to  carry  "  printed  books  of  a  literary  nature  at  half  parcels  rates  ". 
In  sending  us  this  information,  Mr.  Dyer,  the  Librarian  of  Kimberley, 
encloses  a  letter  to  a  South  African  paper  in  which  he  writes : — 

"  In  some  of  the  Australian  States  the  Government  carries  the  books 
from  the  library  to  the  reader  and  back  again  to  the  library  free  of  cost, 
while  in  some  of  the  American  States  the  nominal  charge  of  one  cent 
per  pound  is  charged  on  printed  mail  matter  addressed  to  and  from  a 
public  library. 

"  An  effort  was  made  some  time  since  by  the  Committee  of  this  library 
to  induce  the  Government  to  sanction  a  reduced  rate  of  postage  for 
library  books,  but  up  to  now  it  has  been  found  impossible  for  the  Post- 
master-General to  sanction  any  reduction. 
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''  At  a  later  date  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will  see  his  way  to  allow  sl 
similar  concession  on  books  sent  through  the  post,  which  conld  easily 
be  done  without  altering  any  of  the  present  rates,  if  a  clause  were 
inserted  extending  the  present  privilege  of  free  postage  of  specimens 
'addressed  to  museums,  to  parcels  of  books  addressed  to  libraries." 

SOUTHWARK  LIBRARIES.— It  has  been  decided  to  adopt  the 
open-access  system  in  all  the  Southwark  Libraries,  and  also  to  classify 
all  the  books  on  the  Dewey  scheme. 

THEFT  OF  BOOKS.— At  Glasgow  Central  Police  Court  on  the 
ist  May,  Alex.  M*Dougal,  a  young  man  of  respectable  appearance,  was 
sent  to  prison  for  thirty  days  for  the  theft  ot  sixteen  books  from  the 
Mitchell  Public  Library  between  the  ist  and  28th  April.  On  one  occa- 
sion accused  had  left  behind  him  in  the  library  a  coat,  in  the  pocket  of 
which  was  found  one  of  the  labels  which  is  attached  to  all  books  belong- 
ing to  the  institution.  As  a  number  of  books  were  missing,  inquiry  was 
made,  with  the  result  that  sixteen  of  the  missing  volumes  were  dis- 
covered in  M'Dougal's  lodgings.  The  stolen  books  were  mostly  works- 
of  dramatic  and  theological  interest. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Aldred  (Thomas). — Mr.  T.  Aldred,  Librarian,  Borough  Road  Public 
Library,  Southwark,  has  been  appointed  Deputy- Librarian  and  Inspec- 
tor of  Libraries,  Southwark. 

Black  (J.  W.).— Mr.  T.  W.  Black  has  been  appointed  Junior  Assist- 
ant, Greenock  Public  Library. 

Hontly  (Lockwood). — Mr.  L.  Huntly,  Assistant  Librarian,  York 
Public  Library,  has  been  appointed  first  Librarian,  Beverley. 

Mould  (Richard  W.).— Mr.  R.  W.  Mould,  Librarian,  Newington 
Public  Library,  Southwark,  has  been  appointed  Chief  Librarian  and 
Curator  of  the  Museum,  Southwark. 

Peters  (A.). — Miss  A.  Peters,  Assistant,  Alloa  Public  Library,  has 
been  appointed  Librarian. 

Ransome  (W.  H.).— Mr.  W.  H.  Ransome,  Chief  Assistant,  West 
Norwood  Public  Library,  has  been  appointed  Librarian-in-Charge  of 
the  Upper  Norwood  (Lambeth  and  Croydon  Joint)  Public  Library,  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Stobie,  who  is  leavmg  to  take  up  a  public 
appointment  at  Adelaide,  South  Australia. 

Roberts  (Henry  David). — Mr.  H.  D.  Roberts,  Consulting  Librarian, 
Hackney,  and  until  recently  Librarian,  St.  Saviour's  Public  Library, 
Southwark,  has  been  appointed  Chief  Librarian,  Brighton  Public  Lib- 
rary, Museum  and  Art  Gallery. 

Taylor  (Abraham). — Mr.  A.  Taylor,  a  local  candidate,  has  been 
appointed  Librarian  of  the  Tipton  Public  Library. 

Williams  (Reginald  G.).— Mr.  R  G.  Williams,  AssisUnt,  Wallasey 
Public  Libraries,  has  been  appointed  Senior  Assistant,  Bolton  Public. 
Libraries. 


OBITUARY. 

KIRK  (Horace  Wenaley),  late  Sub-Librarian  of  the  Chetham  Lib- 
rary, Manchester,  died  on  15th  April,  aged  forty-seven  years.  Mr.  Kirk 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Library  Association  in  1899.  He  will  be 
remembered  amongst  his  co-workers  in  the  libraries  of  Manchester  and 
district  for  his  genial  and  kindly  nature,  his  thoroughly  sincere  character 
and  unassuming  manner.  He  was  a  member  of  the  late  North-Western 
Branch  of  the  Library  Assistants'  Association  and  frequently  attended 
the  meetings,  where  his  presence  was  always  most  welcome.  His  con- 
tributions to  the  discussions  were  marked  by  a  thoughtful  tone,  a  toler- 
ant spirit,  and  a  touch  of  humour  which  knew  nothing  of  sarcasm. 
Outside  of  library  hours  a  poor  Manchester  parish  knew  him  as  a 
devoted  Church  worker. 

J.  H.  S. 

We  regret  to  have  by  accident   omitted  to  record  the  death  in 

ianuary  last  of  the  Kev.  Francis  Campbell,  at  one  time  an  active  mem- 
er  of  the  Library  Association. 

CAMPBELL  (Francis  Bunbury  Fitzgerald),  was  born  on  the  17th 
June,  1863,  the  fifth  son  of  Sir  Edward  Fitzgerald  Campbell,  2nd  Bart, 
and  Georgiana,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Metcalfe,  Bart  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Tonbridge  School,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  entered  the 
service  of  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  as  an  assistant  in  the 
Department  of  Printed  Books.  After  some  experience  of  ordinary  cata- 
loguing work  he  was  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  arranging  systematically 
the  extensive  collection  of  State,  Colonial  and  Indian  papers  in  the  lib- 
rary. To  this  task  he  devoted  himself  with  great  energy  and  zeal,  and 
in  1899  published  a  catalogue  of  Indian  Official  Publications  in  the 
British  Museum.  The  arrangement  of  this  work  appears  at  first  sieht 
somewhat  complicated,  but  experience  has  proved  it  to  be  a  valuable 
work  of  reference,  and  we  believe  that  fifty  copies  of  it  were  bought  for 
official  use  in  India.  He  was  also  the  author  of  several  pamphlets  on 
bibliographical  subjects,  and  by  communications  to  The  Times  and  other 
journals  he  persistently  advocated  the  compulsory  registration*of  official 
papers  by  the  various  countries  on  some  international  uniform  plan. 
He  served  on  the  Council  of  the  Library  Association,  and  frequently 
took  part  in  the  discussions  at  the  members'  meetings. 

In  1899  his  health,  which  had  never  been  very  robust,  began  to  fail, 
and  in  January,  1900,  he  resigned  his  appointment  at  the  Museum  on  a 
pension,  and  went  to  India  at  the  invitation  of  his  intimate  friend 
Bishop  Welldon,  to  whom  he  acted  as  private  secretary.  He  was  subse- 
quently ordained,  and  on  the  Bishop  resigning  the  See  of  Calcutta  and 
accepting  a  Canonry  at  Westminster,  Campbell  returned  to  England 
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and  became  attached  to  the  clergy  staff  at  St.  Margaret's,  Westminster, 
while  he  continued  to  reside  with  Bishop  Welldon  at  the  Cloisters  in 
the  Abbey.  In  his  capacity  as  curate  of  St  Margaret's  he  worked  ai- 
siduously  for  a  few  years,  especially  among  the  poorer  parts  of  the 
district,  until  his  death  ;  and  the  affectionate  regard  in  which  he  was 
held  by  the  parishioners  was  evidenced  by  the  crowded  state  of  St. 
Margaret's  where  the  funeral  service  was  held.  He  was  buried  at 
Thames  Ditton.  not  far  from  the  family  seat  at  Ditton  Lrodge. 

Frank  Campbell,  as  he  was  generally  called,  was  a  man  of  high  char- 
acter and  unselfish  devotion  to  dut^.  His  manner  was  somewhat 
reserved,  and  this  occasionally  led  him  to  be  misunderstood  ;  but  by 
those  who  knew  him  best  and  recognised  his  lofty  ideal  of  life's  work 
he  was  greatly  respected  and  much  beloved. 

W.  R.  W. 


LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION:   PROCEEDINGS  AND 
OFFICIAL  NOTICES. 


Conference  of  Library  and  Educational  Authorities,  Convened 
by  the  Library  Association  at  Birmingham,  3rd  May,  1906. 

Proceedings. 

The  first  Local  Conference,  held  in  accordance  with  the  resolution 
passed  at  the  Cambridge  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Library  Association, 
1905,  was  held  in  Birmingham,  on  Thursday,  3rd  May,  1906,  by  kind 
invitation  of  the  Corporation  of  Birmingham,  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
at  3  P.M. 

Invitations  were  issued  to  the  Councils  of  every  county,  county 
boroueh,  borough  and  urban  district,  together  with  every  educational 
and  library  authority  in  the  Midland  district,  to  consider  the  important 
<]uestions  of  (i)  public  libraries  and  public  education,  and  (2)  new  library 
legislation.  About  i8o  delegates  assembled,  including  representatives 
from  the  following  bodies : — 


Libraries. 


Birmingham. 

Bootle,  Liverpool. 

Bristol. 

Burton-upon-Trent. 

Bury. 

Cardiff. 

Cilfynydd. 

Coventry. 

Croydon. 

Gloucester  Public  Library. 

Handsworth. 

Handsworth     Public     Libraries 

Committee. 
Kettering  Public  Library. 
King's  Norton. 
Leamington  Free  Library. 
Leeds. 

Library  Assistants'  Association. 
Liverpool. 
Ludlow,  Salop. 
Manchester. 
Northampton. 


Oldbury. 

Old  Edwardian's  Association. 

Oxford,  Mr.  W.  R.  Maunsell. 

Patent  Office. 

Preston. 

Reading. 

Reading  Free  Library  Committee. 

Rugby  Public  Library  Committee. 

Smethwick. 

Sheffield. 

Stockport. 

Stoke-on-Trent  Public  Libraries. 

St.  Pancras. 

Stratford-on-Avon. 

Wallasey. 

Walsall  Free  Library. 

Warrington. 

Warwick. 

West  Bromwich. 

Wolverhampton. 

Worcester. 
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Education  Authorities. 

Birmingham.  Edgbaston  Church  College. 

Birmingham   National   Union    of     Gloucestershire. 

Teachers.  Kettering. 

Birmingham  Trades  Council.  Mason's  Orphanage,  Erdington. 

Blue  Coat  School,  Birmingham.         Northamptonshire. 
Board  of  Education.  Setley  Training  College. 

Church  of    England  College    for     Shrewsbury  School. 
Girls. 

The  chair  was  taken  by  the  Lord  Mayor  op  Birmingham  (Coun- 
cillor A.  J.  Reynolds,  J. P.),  who  called  upon  Mr.  A.  Capel  Shaw,  Chief 
Librarian,  Birmingham,  and  Hon.  Local  Secretary  of  the  Conference, 
to  read  various  letters  of  apology  for  absence. 

The  Lord  Mayor  said  that  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Library 
Association,  whose  headquarters  were  in  London,  held  at  Cambridge 
last  year,  certain  resolutions  were  adopted  with  reference  to  public 
libraries  and  public  education  and  new  library  legislation,  and  it  had 
been  decided  to  hold  conferences  in  the  large  centres  of  population  to* 
consider  the  relations  of  public  libraries  to  the  educational  work  of  the 
country,  and  it  had  been  arranged  that  the  first  of  these  conferences 
should  take  place  in  Birmingham.  Certain  resolutions  would  be  put 
for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  the  opinion  of  this  meeting.  In  the  first 
place  he  wished  in  the  name  of  the  Corporation  of  the  city  to  extend  * 
very  cordial  welcome  to  the  visitors  who  were  present.  It  was  quite 
unnecessary  to  emphasise  the  great  influence  in  the  direction  of  intel- 
lectual advancement  which  public  libraries  had  exercised  since  their 
formation.  Speaking  first  of  reference  libraries,  and  taking  as  an  ex- 
ample the  one  in  Birmingham,  it  contained  187,000  volumes,  including 
a  Shakespeare  library  of  12,600  works.  It  was  gratifying  to  reflect  upon 
the  large  numbers  who  had  cause  in  the  past,  and  would  have  cause  in 
the  future,  to  appreciate  the  inexhaustible  store  of  literary  treasures 
thus  placed  at  their  disposal.  The  Birmingham  Lending  Libraries  con- 
tained about  118,000  volumes,  distributed  over  the  central  and  nine 
branch  libraries.  They  desired  to  make  the  lending  libraries  centres 
of  usefulness,  and  not  only  of  amusement  for  supplying  works  of  fiction. 
The  question  of  the  lending  library  from  the  educational  point  of  view 
in  connection  with  the  elementary  schools  would  be  the  subject  of  the 
first  resolution  which  would  be  submitted  to  the  meeting.  He  thought 
that  any  reference  to  libraries  in  general  should  contain  a  mention  of 
the  public  reading-rooms.  Though  these  rooms  represented  the  library^ 
movement  in  its  humblest  form,  they  were  an  integral  part  of  the  system, 
and  in  their  way  they  claimed  that  they  gave  instruction  of  great  value. 
They  afforded  an  excellent  means  of  filling  up  the  leisure  time  of  the 
people,  and  they  were  of  great  use  in  all  large  centres  of  population. 
A  passage  in  Edwards*  Memoirs  of  Libraries  expressed  their  aim :  "  They 
must  offer  to  all  men  not  only  the  science,  the  excitements  and  opinions 
of  the  passing  day,  but  the  wisdom  of  preceding  generations  and  the 
treasures  of  a  remote  antiquity " ;  and  the  following  quotation  was  a 
general  summary  of  the  hopes  of  the  originators  and  founders  of  the 
free  library  system:  "That  libraries  would  be  the  means  of  mental 
culture,  special  education,  and  innocent  amusement ".  To  the  question^ 
Had  they  accomplished  these  results  ?  it  might  certainljr  be  answered 
that  they  had  to  an  appreciable  extent  fulfilled  their  object  The  lib- 
raries were  well  used  by  a  section  of  the  population,  but  not  used  so- 
much  as  they  might  be  by  the  men  and  women  of  the  city.  It  would 
not,  however,  be  fair  to  assume  that  people  did  not  read  because  they* 
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did  not  borrow  from  libraries,  for  libraries  had  to-day  many  com- 
petitors which  did  not  exist  when  they  were  first  established.  With 
some  of  the  best  literature  purchasable  for  6d.  a  volume,  there  was 
no  doubt  that  many  people  bought  the  works  they  wanted  instead 
of  borrowing  them.  Periodical  literature  of  the  "  snippet "  order  also 
affected  library  circulations.  What  was  now  required  was  to  bring  the 
people  to  the  books,  and  that  conference  should  do  something  towards 
this  end.  He  had  the  pleasure  of  calling  upon  Mr.  Tedder  to  propose 
the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Tedder  (Hon.  Treasurer,  Library  Association)  said  that 
as  representing  the  Library  Association  he  felt  his  first  duty  was  to  ex- 
press their  warm  thanks  for  the  kindness  of  the  Lord  Mayor  in  con- 
senting to  preside  on  the  occasion.  As  there  were  many  present  who 
were  not  members  of  the  Library  Association  and  might  be  ignorant 
of  its  work,  he  had  been  asked  beiore  moving  the  first  resolution  on 
the  programme  to  make  a  statement  on  the  history  and  aim  of  that 
body,  and  also  to  give  a  brief  account  of  the  circumstances  which  had 
led  up  to  their  conference. 

From  its  commencement  in  1877  the  Library  Association  had  de- 
clared that  "  its  main  object  shall  be  to  unite  all  persons  engaged  or 
interested  in  library  work  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  best  possible 
administration  of  existing  libraries  and  the  formation  of  new  libraries 
where  desirable.  It  shall  also  aim  at  the  encouragement  of  biblio- 
graphical research.''  These  purposes  had  been  verbally  altered  more 
than  once,  and  others  have  been  added  so  that  the  Association  now  de- 
sired to  improve  the  position  and  qualifications  of  librarians,  to  promote 
the  adoption  of  the  Public  Libraries  Acts,  to  establish  reference  and 
lending  libraries  for  public  use,  to  watch  public  library  legislation,  and 
to  carry  out  a  variety  of  other  useful  undertakings.  The  Association 
had  received  a  Royal  Charter  of  incorporation  in  1898,  whereby  lib- 
rarians for  the  first  time  were  formally  recognised  by  the  State  as 
belonging  to  the  organised  and  professional  classes.  Under  this 
Charter  it  had  power  to  grant  certificates  of  efficiency  and  to  hold 
•examinations.  The  number  of  candidates  who  attended  these  examina- 
tions was  increasing  each  year.  The  subjects  dealt  with  at  the  examina- 
tion included  literary  history,  bibliography,  classification,  cataloguing, 
library  history,  and  organisation  and  practical  library  administration. 
The  Association  was  associated  with  the  administration  of  classes  on 
these  subjects  held  at  the  London  School  of  Economics  and  had 
organised  correspondence  classes.  The  indirect  influence  of  the 
Association  in  aiding  the  free  library  movement,  by  collecting  and 
distributing  information  as  a  guide  to  public  opinion,  had  been  very 
great.  The  principal  Public  Libraries  Act  of  1892  was  the  work  of 
the  Association,  which  since  that  date  had  effected  several  desirable 
amendments  of  the  law.  Their  Hon.  Solicitor  advised  members  gratis 
on  all  points  of  library  law.  Many  of  the  discussions  and  the  papers 
read  at  Monthly  and  Annual  Meetings  dealt  with  purely  technical 
matters  such  as  cataloguing,  classification,  shelving,  library  buildings 
and  furniture,  but  other  subjects  such  as  the  history  of  books  and 
libraries,  bibliography  proper,  and  the  choice  of  books,  were  questions 
of  more  general  interest.  One  reason  of  the  prosperity  and  usefulness 
of  the  Library  Association  was  the  wide  basis  on  which  it  had  been 
founded.  Every  kind  of  library  in  the  United  Kingdom,  ranging  in 
dignity  from  the  British  Museum  down  to  the  humblest  type  of  village 
library,  was  represented  on  its  list  of  members. 

But  the  Association  was  no  mere  society  of  librarians.  While 
endeavouring  to  promote  the  general  welfare  of  librarians  it  stood  aloof 
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from  purely  personal  aims.  There  was  no  taint  of  professional  trades- 
unionism  in  its  organisation.  Lovers  of  books — old  andyoung — members 
of  library  committees,  owners  of  libraries,  bibliographers,  education- 
alists, in  fact  all  interested  in  the  intellectual  improvement  of  men  and 
women,  were  cordially  welcomed  as  members.  Each  year  a  meeting 
was  held  at  some  important  provincial  town — Birmingham  had  been 
visited  on  two  occasions — which  served  not  only  to  increase  their 
acquaintance  with  different  library  methods,  but  fostered  an  interest  in 
their  work  and  objects.  The  list  of  Presidents  included  a  number  of 
distinguished  men,  librarians  like  Winter  Jones,  Coxe,  Bradshaw,  Gar- 
nett,  Bond,  Maunde  Thompson,  Ingram  and  jenkinson ;  scholars  like 
Christie,  Beljambe,  Hodgkin,  and  MacNeile  Dixon ;  men  of  culture  and 
social  importance  such  as  Lords  Dufferin,  Windsor  and  Crawford. 

Down  to  1903  the  Library  Association  had  confined  its  exertions  to 
the  field  of  activity  indicated  above.  At  the  meeting  at  Leeds  in  that 
year  a  bold  and  successful  innovation  had  been  introduced  in  the  shape 
of  a  conference  on  the  relations  between  public  education  and  the 
public  libraries  in  which  a  number  of  teaching  bodies  were  represented. 
A  resolution,  proposed  by  the  late  Dr.  Gamett,  was  unanimously  carried 
to  the  effect  that  a  Committee  consisting  of  the  Council  of  the  Library 
Association  and  of  the  delegates  of  the  other  bodies  then  present  should 
consider  all  questions  relating  to  the  co-operation  of  public  libraries 
with  educational  bodies  of  every  description,  and  report  at  the  next 
ensuing  Annual  Meeting.  Schedules  of  questions  were  sent  to  public 
librarians,  secretaries  of  University  Extension  centres,  and  directors  of 
public  education  throughout  the  country,  and  the  response  was  very 
voluminous  and  interesting.  The  replies  which  had  been  classified  and 
arranged  as  a  series  of  recommendations  showed  that  nearly  everywhere 
some  form  of  co-operation  was  to  be  found,  and  that  library  committees 
and  their  librarians  were  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  question. 
Though  the  Committee  recognised  that  few  if  any  libraries  vrere  at 
present  in  a  position  to  carry  out  all  their  recommendations,  they 
indicated  the  lines  upon  which  co-operation  might  be  successfully  de- 
veloped. That  preliminary  report  was  submitted  to  the  Newcastle 
meeting  in  1904  and  had  been  favourably  received,  but  as  the  sugges- 
tions covered  a  very  wide  field  it  was  thought  best  to  have  the  report 
printed  and  distributed,  as  it  was  felt  undesirable  that  the  discussion 
should  diverge  into  small  and  debatable  points.  An  earnest  endeavour 
should  be  made  to  establish  general  principles  on  which  all  might 
agree.  Last  ^ear  at  Cambridge  they  had  presented  a  series  of  five 
resolutions  epitomising  the  proposals  of  1904.  These  five  resolutions 
had  been  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  more  practical  and  ui^ent  of 
the  recommendations  were  included  in  the  two  propositions  (one  of  a 
general  character  and  the  other  dealing  with  the  necessity  of  new 
library  legislation)  which  were  submitted  to  the  conference.  The  other 
recommendations  dealt  with  the  librarian  and  the  educational  work  of 
his  district,  and  with  suggestions  to  establish  some  interchange  of  repre* 
sentation  between  library  and  education  committees.  Following  the 
presentation  of  this  report  and  the  reading  of  an  interesting  paper  by 
Mr.  Ballinger,  who  had  done  much  for  children's  libraries  at  Canlifi^  it 
was  resolved  to  hold  a  series  of  conferences  in  order  to  interest  the 
great  provincial  centres  in  the  attempt  to  make  closer  the  relations 
between  libraries  and  educational  authorities,  and  to  show  cause  for  the 
additional  financial  support  which  the  public  library  required  in  order 
to  extend  and  widen  its  usefulness.  This  was  the  first  of  those  confer* 
ences,  and  the  speaker  had  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  resolu* 
tion : — 
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"  That  as  the  public  library  should  be  recognised  as  forming  part  of 
the  national  educational  machinery,  it  is  desirable  that  children 
from  an  early  age  should  become  accustomed  to  the  use  of 
collections  of  books  in  special  children's  libraries,  and  that 
advanced  students  should  be  able  to  obtain  in  public  libraries 
the  principal  books  recommended  by  various  teachinj^  bodies." 
The  resolution  contained  three  closely  related  propositions  of  a 
wide-reaching  character  which  summed  up  a  vast  mass  of  recommenda- 
tions which  had  been  addressed  to  the  Library  Association  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  first  proposition,  that  the  public 
library  should  form  part  of  the  national  educational  machinery,  was  one 
to  which  great  importance  was  attached,  as  it  was  the  main  argument 
for  the  increased  pecuniary  means  for  which  all  public  libraries  were 
asking.  No  change  in  the  present  library  administration  was  proposed. 
It  was  not  desired  to  alter  or  to  hand  over  to  any  other  body  the 
existing  organisation,  but  heartily  to  co-operate  with  those  interested  in 
education,  and  by  exchanging  views,  by  acting  as  fellow-workers  in  a 
great  common  cause,  to  widen  and  develop  the  work  of  the  public  library* 
Complaints  were  sometimes  formulated  that  public  libraries  were  little 
better  than  places  for  the  circulation  of  cheap  fiction.  The  question  of 
novel  reading  in  public  libraries  was  a  delicate  subject,  but  all  free  libra- 
rians desired  to  see  their  readers  read  the  best  literature  and  did  their  best 
to  induce  their  readers  to  turn  from  the  exclusive  perusal  of  fiction  to 
the  shelves  devoted  to  history,  science  and  philosophy.  Librarians  and 
library  committees  were  always  ready  to  help  the  work  of  University 
Extension  centres.  Some  librarians  acted  as  local  secretaries.  Some 
libraries  lent  rooms.  Many  libraries  helped  the  National  Home-Read- 
ing Union.  In  many  places  lectures  formed  a  regular  feature  of  the 
yearly  work.  These  lectures  were  generally  of  a  popular  character,  but 
some  dealt  with  technical,  scientific  or  literary  subjects.  They  all  aimed 
at  directing  attention  to  the  books  in  the  libraries.  Special  book  exhibi- 
tions were  frequently  held.  In  many  other  ways  serious  reading  was 
encouraged. 

The  next  proposition,  that  children  from  an  early  age  should  become 
accustomed  to  the  use  of  collections  of  books  in  special  children's 
libraries,  was  equally  important.  The  early  use  of  books  was  an  edu- 
cational requisite  quite  separate  from  the  mere  practice  of  reading. 
The  rudiments. of  bibliography  should  be  made  known  to  readers  young 
and  old.  By  bibliography  was  meant  not  the  narrow  and  technical 
signification  of  the  term,  but  the  art  of  using  books  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. Since  the  passing  of  the  Education  Act  of  1902  library 
authorities  throughout  the  country  had  shown  great  activity  in  the 
formation  of  school  libraries,  and  in  most  cases  the  local  education 
committee  provided  the  funds  and  the  library  authority  undertake 
the  administration.  Public  libraries  were  not  intended  as  the  exclusive 
domain  of  adult  readers.  Children  must  be  trained  in  the  habit  of 
using  books  as  well  as  reading  books  in  order  that  when  they  arrive 
at  riper  years  they  might  resort  to  the  library  as  to  a  familiar  home. 
The  third  and  last  proposition  was  a  natural  corollary  of  what  has 
gone  before.  Students  should  expect  to  find  in  well-equipped  public 
libraries  the  technical  works  and  standard  books  recommended  by  their 
teachers  and  lecturers. 

Mr.  Tedder  concluded  by  saying  that  the  resolution  crystallised 
the  united  opinion  of  the  many  librarians  and  educationalists  who  had 
favoured  the  Library  Association  with  their  views.  It  suggested  no 
radical  innovation,  and  indeed  in  some  shape  or  other  the  proposals 
were  in  actual  operation  in  most  lending  libraries,  but  the  Association 
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while  seeking  the  active  sympathy  and  suppjort  of  all  educational 
authorities  desired  to  make  plain  that  the  public  librarjr  was  prepared 
to  take  its  proper  share  in  a  systematic  effort  for  the  intellectual  im- 
provement of  the  nation. 

Mr.  R.  Carey  Gibson,  M.A.  (Headmaster,  King  Edward's  Grammar 
School,  Birmingham),  said  he  had  no  right  to  speak  on  the  subject  of 
these  resolutions,  as  he  had  never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  public  libraries.  Any  claim  he  might  have  arose  from 
the  fact  that  he  was  pronounced  bv  Act  of  Parliament  to  be  the  head 
of  no  less  than  nine  schools,  to  which  five  others  had  lately  been  added. 
As  he  was  responsible  for  fourteen  schools  he  ought  to  know  something 
about  the  children  in  the  schools.  The  qualms  with  which  he  had 
accepted  the  honour  had  been  somewhat  removed  when  he  heard  that 
the  nrst  resolution  was  to  be  proposed  by  Mr.  Tedder.  He  thought 
this  resolution  raised  some  large  questions  as  to  the  nature  and 
functions  of  libraries,  and  as  to  the  aims  they  should  have  in  view  in 
erecting  libraries  and  extending  the  library  system.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  there  were  two  ways  of  looking  at  the  subject.  The  object  of 
librarians  was  the  centralisation  of  books  on  all  manner  of  subjects 
into  one  place ;  but  there  were  other  educational  agencies  at  the  present 
time  whose  object  was  exactly  opposite,  i.e.,  to  scatter  the  books,  so  that 
every  one  would  not  have  to  go  to  the  libraries.  Of  course  there  must 
be  centres ;  no  person  could  have  the  British  Museum  Library  on  his 
shelves,  and  many  books  were  of  a  nature  that  must  naturally  neces- 
sitate their  being  housed  in  a  central  place.  He  felt  that  in  proposing 
to  establish  a  section  of  a  public  library  in  schools  for  the  use  of 
children,  they  were  going  a  little  far;  something  perhaps  might  be 
arranged  to  prevent  the  separating  of  books  from  the  libraries,  some 
via  media.  In  seconding  the  resolution  he  hoped  he  might  be  allowed 
to  read  into  it  something  in  this  sense.  The  library  to  be  accessible  to 
children  and  to  be  a  library  of  books  suitable  for  children,  excluding 
the  books  suitable  for  adults.  If  he  were  judging  the  efficiency  of  a 
school  he  was  inspecting,  he  should  ask :  "  How  was  the  school  library 
used  ?  *'  "  Did  the  children  make  use  of  it  and  take  an  interest  in  its 
administration  ?  "  '^  Had  they  formed  the  altogether  invaluable  habit 
of  having  recourse  to  books  when  wanting  to  find  facts  ?  "  Would  it  be 
possible,  in  accordance  with  this  resolution,  for  the  term  'Mending 
libraries  "  to  receive  a  new  meaning  and  for  libraries  to  be  lent  to  the 
schools  ?  Could  central  institutions  lend  a  library  to  a  school  for  a 
definite  period — he  thought  that  would  be  a  very  important  gain.  He 
had  been  very  much  struck  by  one  point — the  children  who  came  from 
the  Elementary  Schools  to  the  Secondary  Schools  at  twelve  years  of 
age  did  very  much  better  than  those  who  came  at  the  age  of  ^urteen. 
It  seemed  that  during  those  two  years  the  teaching  in  the  Elementary 
Schools  was  somewhat  deficient.  The  children  did  not  know  how  to 
put  the  key  provided  for  them  into  the  locks.  Anything  that  could  be 
done  to  induce  the  children  to  make  more  use  of  books  would,  he  felt 
sure,  be  a  great  gain  to  national  education.  It  had  been  said  that 
learning  was  too  bookish ;  he  was  quite  sure,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
there  was  a  kind  of  learning  which  was  not  bookish  enough,  which  did 
not  accustom  children  to  use  books  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
intended.  The  sooner  children  were  led  to  the  library  shelves  for  the 
solution  of  difficulties,  to  do  so  as  naturally  as  a  very  young  child  asked 
Questions  of  its  nurse,  the  better  for  national  education  and  for  the 
future  of  our  country.  It  was  a  national  difficulty  that  at  present  they 
did  not  believe  enough  in  knowledge.  He  feared  he  was  not  the  proper 
person  to  do  so,  but  he  had  much  pleasure  in  seconding  the  resolution 
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which  had  been  so  ably  presented  to  them  by  Mr.  Tedder.  He  might 
perhaps  just  make  one  criticism  on  the  third  part  of  the  resolution — if 
all  books  recommended  b^  teachers  were  to  be  obtained  at  public 
libraries,  he  would  rather  like  to  know  how  the  writers  were  to  make  a 
living. 

Councillor  Weaver  (Wolverhampton)  said  he  had  come  to  Bir- 
mingham for  the  purpose  of  voting  for  these  resolutions,  because  to-day 
there  were  more  students  than  there  ever  were  before  in  this  country, 
and  the  demand  for  books  of  a  standard  nature  and  for  books  of  refer- 
ence was  necessarily  very  large.  Many  poor  students  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  these  books,  and  they  would  have  to  go  without 
the  knowledge  contained  within  them  if  they  could  not  use  them  in 
the  libraries.  When  they  remembered  that  professors  in  technical 
colleges  recommended  certain  standard  books  to  read,  they  could 
understand  that  those  students  who  could  not  purchase  these  works — 
such  as  books  on  engineering,  electrical  engineering,  chemistry,  etc, 
which  were  very  costly — would  be  placed  at  a  great  disadvantage  as 
compared  with  those  students  who  had  ample  means  and  could  buy 
expensive  books. 

Mr.  SiMES  (Worcester)  believed  that  the  real  object  of  their  discus- 
sion was  to  arrive  at  a  decision  as  to  the  desirability  of  specialising 
children's  libraries,  and  they  had  heard  the  opinion  of  many  important 
authorities  on  the  subject  He  could  recall  that  in  his  own  childhood 
his  best  hours  had  been  spent  among  books,  and  his  son  had  the  same 
privilege,  which  was  fitting  him  for  his  future  life — whatever  it  might 
be.  But  there  were  many  thousands  of  their  less  fortunate  brothers 
and  sisters  who  had  not  these  opportunities.  They  had  to  consider 
whether  it  was  desirable  and  practicable  to  bring  the  books  from  the 
libraries  to  the  schools.  He  thought  they  would  all  admit  that  it  was 
desirable;  the  question  was — whether  it  was  practicable.  That  con- 
sideration brought  them  to  one  which  faced  most  of  them  every  day  of 
their  lives,  ».^.,  £  s.  d.  At  Worcester  the  Library  Committee  was  very 
heartily  in  favour  of  adopting  floating  school  libraries,  so  that  books 
could  be  constantly  changed  from  the  Central  Free  Library.  At 
present  the  means  were  not  forthcoming  to  enable  them  to  gratify  all 
their  desires  in  this  direction,  but  they  hoped  the  day  would  come  when 
they  would  be  able  to  accomplish  their  object  He  thought  it  was  their 
duty,  not  only  as  librarians  and  schoolmasters,  but  as  human  beings, 
to  do  all  they  could  to  provide  the  children  with  books  of  every  descrip- 
tion in  their  schools. 

Mr.  Grbbnhouoh  (Public  Librarian,  Reading)  remarked  upon  what 
had  been  done  at  Reading  with  respect  to  the  provision  of  children's 
libraries.  In  1889  a  separate  juvenile  library  was  established  and  had 
been  most  successful.  In  the  year  1899  a  scheme  was  adopted  by  the 
then  School  Board  at  Reading  and  the  Library  Committee  for  the 
establishment  of  school  libraries.  The  same  system  was  still  carried  out. 
The  educational  authority  contributed  a  sum  of  £2  per  annum  towards 
the  cost  of  maintaining  every  school  library  established.  It  also  pro- 
vided cupboards  at  the  schools  for  the  storage  of  the  books,  and  had 
lately  contributed  very  considerably  towards  the  cost  of  providing  new 
libraries.  The  Library  Committee  paid  the  balance,  which  did  not 
amount  to  a  large  sum.  The  library  staff  did  the  work,  excepting  the 
delivery  and  issue  of  the  books  to  the  children  at  the  schools,  which 
was  attended  to  one  afternoon  weekly,  at  each  school,  by  a  member  of 
the  school  staff.  The  plan  so  far  had  worked  with  conspicuous  success. 
It  was  important  for  such  success  that  the  head  teachers  of  the  schools 
ahould  heartily  co-operate  with  the  librarian  in  carrying  out  the  work. 
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At  Reading  at  least  one  headmaster  gave  addresses  to  his  scholars  on 
the  books  in  his  library.  Each  library  consisted  of  from  100  to  300 
books,  according  to  the  number  of  scholars.  As  no  library  was  large 
enough  to  supply  every  scholar  in  the  school  with  one  book,  only  the 
elder  children  were  allowed  to  use  the  library.  The  management  of 
the  libraxT  in  the  school  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  head  teacher, 
but  a  uniform  plan  existed  in  all  the  schools.  Ever>'  year  before  the 
schools  were  closed  for  the  midsummer  holidays  the  libraries  were  all 
brought  to  the  Central  Library,  where  the  books  were  carefully  ex- 
amined, worn-out  books  discarded,  and  new  works  substituted,  damaged 
books  repaired  and  rebound  as  required.  New  typewritten  catalogues 
on  large  cards  were  sent  to  each  school.  Each  library  was  regularly 
inspected  every  month  by  a  competent  assistant  from  the  Central 
Library.  It  was  deser\'ing  of  remark  that  the  establishment  of  school 
libraries  at  Reading  had  not  had  the  effect  of  decreasing,*to  any  ap- 
preciable extent,  the  use  of  the  juvenile  library  and  reading-room  at  the 
Central  Library. 

Mr.  Maunsell  (Oxford)  said  that  very  much  the  same  system  was 
in  operation  at  Oxford  as  at  Reading.  The  children's  library  had  been 
at  work  for  the  last  twelve  months,  in  connection  with  the  Public  Library, 
and  books  were  issued  to  the  children  on  certificates  issued  by  the 
teachers  and  parents.  The  system  had  worked  very  well  indeed,  and 
the  library  had  been  most  extensively  used.  The  Education  Committee 
made  a  small  grant  to  the  libraries  for  the  schools.  If  local  effort  had 
been  made  they  gave  a  larger  grant  than  where  no  individual  effort  had 
been  made. 

Mr.  R.  K.  Dent  (Public  Librarian,  Aston  Manor)  referred  to  two  or 
three  points  dealing  with  the  practical  aspect  of  the  matter.  First 
there  was  the  cost  of  maintaining  a  number  of  libraries  in  the  Element- 
ary Schools,  which  was  of  course  considerable.  He  would  like  to  know 
to  what  extent  overlapping  would  be  involved  and  what  would  happen 
to  the  books  in  the  holidays.  Further,  what  would  happen  to  the 
children  when  they  left  the  schools.  It  seemed  to  him  that  one  of  the 
great  difficulties  was  that  school  libraries  separated  the  children  from 
the  free  libraries.  He  had  a  great  belief  in  children  going  early  to  the 
libraries  and  bringing  books  there — going  to  the  reference  libraries, 
learning  to  use  books  there  and  finding  references  for  themselves.  He 
constantly  felt  that  that  course  would  be  far  more  educational  to  the 
children  in  the  end.  He  would  like  to  have  some  guarantee  that  lib- 
raries in  the  schools  would  lead  children  to  associate  themselves  with 
the  free  libraries  as  soon  as  they  left  school.  He  had  been  in  the 
same  library  for  twenty-eight  years  and  had  a  number  of  borrowers, 
whose  sons  were  now  borrowers,  who  as  little  lads  used  to  come  and 
take  their  own  books  out.  The  proposition  of  establishing  libraries  in 
the  Elementary  Schools  would  work  against  this.  The  boy  who  came  to 
the  public  library,  they  must  remember,  had  a  wider  choice  and  a  cer- 
tain freedom,  though  boys  and  girls  coming  to  libraries  had  not  so  much 
freedom  as  was  supposed.  There  was  a  juvenile  catalo^e,  and  children 
were  only  allowed  to  take  out  those  books ;  but  even  in  that  case  they 
had  a  much  wider  choice  than  they  would  be  given  in  Elementary  Schools, 
and  at  the  library  there  was  no  interference  with  individual  choice. 
His  memory  went  back  to  the  time  when  there  was  a  disciplinary 
method — a  certain  punishment  which  prevented  children  borrowing  for 
a  time,  but  he  thought  any  course  was  regrettable  that  banished  chil- 
dren from  the  libraries.  In  many  cases  the  schools  were  able  to  provide 
libraries,  and  where  they  possessed  masters  or  mistresses  who  had  a 
love  of  literature,  who  could  direct  children's  studies  without  cramping 
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them,  then  undoubtedly  the  school  library  had  its  use.  But  if  their 
establishment  meant  the  exclusion  of  children  from  public  libraries  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  great  pity. 

Mr.  John  Ballinobr  (Public  Librarian,  Cardiff)  felt  reluctant  to 
take  part  in  this  debate  because  he  hoped  they  would  have  had  expres- 
sions of  opinion  from  members  of  committees  of  educational  authorities 
and  from  local  governing  bodies  and  those  who  had  to  deal  with  lib- 
rary politics.  He  had  hoped  they  would  have  avoided  the  discussion 
of  details  and  confined  themselves  to  principles,  and  that  they  would 
have  maintained  a  discussion  upon  the  lines  thrown  out  by  the  proposer 
and  seconder  of  the  resolution.  When  the  seconder  began  his  speech 
he  feared  he  was  going  to  end  in  heresy,  but  so  far  from  that  he  had 
ended  in  the  most  felicitous  conclusion  possible — he  had  hammered  into 
them  the  desirability  of  doing  the  very  thing  that  the  resolution  was 
intended  to  cover — to  put  under  the  control  of  teachers  a  collection  of 
books  for  the  use  of  children.  He  hoped  that  they  would  not  be  led 
away  by  the  impression  that  a  large  choice  of  4,000  or  5,000  books  was 
better  for  a  child.  This  was  not  the  case.  It  was  far  better  to  give  a 
child  a  more  limited  choice  of  only  the  best  books,  under  the  direction 
of  a  teacher  in  the  school.  What  could  librarians  do  if  they  had  three 
or  four  hundred  children  a  day  at  their  central  and  branch  libraries  ? 
How  were  librarians  to  control  and  guide  and  direct  ?  This  must  be 
done  by  the  teachers  in  the  schools  who  knew  the  character  of  everj'- 
individual  child,  and  who  were  able  to  let  fall  sentences  which  would 
impress  a  child  and  remain  an  influence  as  long  as  the  child  lived. 
They,  as  librarians,  could  never  do  this,  and  after  ten  years'  close  study  of 
the  subject  he  was  quite  convinced  that  they  could  have  no  better  influ- 
ence over  the  children  than  could  be  obtained  by  placinga  small  collection 
of  books  in  the  schools.  He  hoped  the  day  was  not  far  distant  when 
the  library  and  educational  authorities  would  arrange  that  every  public 
school  should  have  a  collection  of  books  which  contained  one  book  for 
every  scholar,  from  the  third  standard  upwards.  They  wanted  to  reach 
the  children  before  they  came  to  the  Comic  Cuts  stage,  and  the  third 
standard  was  the  most  dangerous  time  of  a  child's  life.  He  hoped  it 
would  be  possible  to  bring  out  a  list  of  books  suitable  for  children,  either 
through  this  Association  or  in  some  other  way.  Reading  the  right  sort 
of  books,  carefully  selected  books,  from  their  earliest  years  would  influ- 
ence the  whole  future  lives  of  the  children  and  would  also  instil  a  taste 
for  good  books  which  would  influence  them  when  they  left  school — a 
time  when  the  most  careful  attention  was  required.  If  they  fostered  in 
children  a  taste  for  reading,  they  would  either  buy  books  or  make  use  of 
whatever  provision  was  placed  at  their  disposal.  He  hoped  the  discus- 
sion would  be  confined  to  the  subject  of  the  desirability,  or  otherwise, 
of  making  such  provision  for  schools,  and  whether  they  would  assist  the 
work  of  the  teachers  with  school  libraries. 

Mr.  Peter  Covvell  (Public  Librarian,  Liverpool)  said  if  this 
resolution  was  carried — as  he  hoped  it  would  be — he  thought  it  was 
something  like  a  work  of  supererogation,  because  in  most  of  the  larger 
towns  at  least  they  were  already  engaged  in  such  work.  At  Liverpool 
they  were  provided  with  children's  libraries  and  children's  reading- 
rooms,  and  an  admirable  and  delightful  work  was  going  on.  Catalogues 
were  prepared  especially  for  children  between  nine  and  twelve  years  of 
age.  Every  librarian  was  anxious  to  provide  for  their  particular  com- 
munity the  best  books  that  could  possibly  be  had.  It  was  a  question  of 
ways  and  means.  The  very  large  number  of  technical  works  provided 
for  Liverpool  would  show  what  a  demand  there  was  for  them,  and  he 
believed  this  was  the  case  in  Manchester  and  other  large  towns.     He 
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did  not  know  if  the  majority  of  people  recognised  what  the  cost  of  the 
upkeep  of  a  large  library  meant — with  salaries,  lighting  and  cleaning, 
and  so  forth.  More  than  two-thirds  of  their  incomes  went  in  the  upkeep 
of  their  libraries.  They  were  asked  to  provide  the  best  technical  books, 
which  soon  went  out  of  date,  and  if  they  did  not  get  the  latest  works 
they  were  told  that  the  Committee  was  unenlightened.  They  must 
remember  the  large  number  of  Elementary  Schools  in  existence  and 
that  a  very  large  amount  of  money  would  be  required  to  supply  all 
these  schools  with  libraries,  it  meant  a  very  big  thing.  Why  should 
not  educational  authorities  provide  the  means.  Librarians  were 
anxious  to  provide  books  for  all  classes,  rich  and  poor,  and  he  considered 
the  school  authorities  ought  to  provide  their  own  books  for  the  children's 
libraries.  He  had  had  a  good  deal  of  conversation  with  headmasters, 
and  they  had  had  a  little  Conference  of  Masters.  They  were  largely  in 
favour  of  children  learning  to  go  to  the  public  libraries  and  making  use 
of  the  catalogues  for  themselves.  They  were  decidedly  strong  on  this 
point  that  they  preferred  the  children  going  to  the  libraries.  This  was 
the  opinion  of  the  masters  in  this  one  particular  district,  but  he  thought 
the  bulk  of  them  were  indifferent  on  the  point.  It  was  certainly  a  very 
great  question  and  one  that  needed  the  most  careful  consideration. 

Mr.  E.  NoRRis  Mathews  (Public  Librarian,  Bristol)  said  that  he 
spoke  as  the  representative  of  several  very  large  libraries,  and  would 
like  to  say  that  he  perfectly  agreed  with  the  text  of  the  resolution,  but 
he  was  strongly  opposed  to  some  proposed  forms  of  development.  His 
friend  Mr.  Cowell  had  anticipated  him  and  had  expressed  his  own  feel- 
ings on  the  subject.  They  had  had  very  much  the  same  experience  in 
Bristol  as  in  Liverpool.  They  had  been  obliged  to  listen  to  the  voice 
of  the  charmer,  and  had  had  to  part  with  their  funds  to  do  the  work  of 
other  bodies.  They  had  specially  set  aside  a  department  for  juvenile 
readers,  not  necessarily  special  rooms,  but  special  tables  with  children's 
books  and  catalogues  for  their  use.  They  were  made  very  welcome  at 
every  one  of  his  libraries  to  come  and  read  there.  Whether  the  school 
teachers  made  as  much  use  as  they  might  of  the  libraries  he  was  very 
much  inclined  to  doubt,  but  in  spite  of  their  apathy  the  issues  had  very 
considerably  increased. 

Mr.  A.  Capel  Shaw  (Public  Librarian,  Birmin^^ham)  said  he  did 
not  think  he  should  attempt  to  speak  on  this  occasion  but  for  the  fact 
that  he  was  supposed  to  be  in  full  sympathy  with  the  resolution.  This 
was  not  the  case.  If  the  resolution  meant  simply  what  it  said,  v«jr., 
^'that  it  is  desirable  that  children  from  an  early  age  should  become 
accustomed  to  the  use  of  collections  of  books  in  special  children's 
libraries,  and  that  advanced  students  should  be  able  to  obtain  in  public 
libraries  the  principal  books  recommended  by  various  teaching  bodies," 
there  could  be  no  particular  objection  to  it  in  principle.  The  only 
thing  one  felt  about  such  a  resolution  was,  that  it  must  surely  be 
absolutely  unnecessary,  and  that  its  appearance  as  a  solemn  resolu- 
tion at  this  advanced  stage  of  library  history  was  misleading.  Were 
they  to  stand  up  in  the  face  of  the  public  and  by  such  a  resolution 
imply,  that  after  more  than  forty  years*  experience,  library  authorities 
needed  to  be  told  that  it  is  desirable  for  them  to  provide  children's 
books  for  the  use  of  children,  and  suitable  books  for  more  advanced 
students  ?  Was  there,  could  there  possibly  be  a  library  in  existence 
where  this  was  not  already  done  ?  In  the  large  libraries  it  was  done 
very  fully  and  in  the  smaller  ones  in  proportion  to  their  finances.  If 
the  resolution  meant  more  than  that  he  was  not  in  sympathy  with  it. 
He  thought  librarians  had  been  led  away  by  the  word  ''Education," 
and  as  the  result  were  inclined  to  forget  that  public  libraries  were  not 


Library  Association  :  Proceedings  and  Official  Notices,      275 

class  libraries  at  all,  they  were  not  for  one  section  of  the  community 
but  for  all  sections;  their  business  was  not  to  cater  wholly  or  even 
primarily  for  students,  but  for  the  whole  population  ;  their  work  was  not 
simply  an  extension  of  elementary  or  secondaipr  education,  but  some- 
thing which  he  ventured  to  think  even  more  important,  namely,  the 
culture  of  the  people,  and  in  addition  the  provision  of  that  innocent 
and  helpful  recreation  which  good  literature  was  able  to  give.  He  used 
the  word  culture  instead  of  education,  because  the  latter  word  had  lost 
part  of  its  original  meaning,  and  was  no  longer  synonymous  with 
culture  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word,  but  meant  little  more  than  instruc- 
tion, or  the  acquisition  of  knowledge. 

In  the  sub-division  of  labour  education  had  been  relegated  to  the 
schoolmaster  and  the  educational  authorities,  and  they  had  abundant 
resources  at  their  command.  They  had  what  was  practically  an  un- 
limited rate,  while  the  libraries  were  in  most  cases  restricted  to  one 
penny.  If  the  education  authorities  with  their  overflowing  abundance 
did  cast  longing  eyes  on  the  solitary  penny  which  the  libraries  pos- 
sessed, was  it  not  something  like  a  repetition  of  what  occurred  in 
ancient  history,  when  Ahab,  though  King  of  Israel,  with  all  the  resources 
of  the  kingdom  at  his  command,  yet  cast  longing  eyes  on  the  one  poor 
vineyard  of  Naboth,  and  was  not  satisfied  till  he  got  it.  But  he  had  no 
reason  to  think  that  the  education  authorities  did  wish  this ;  his  im- 
pression was  that  they  did  not,  and  that  they  felt  quite  able  to  do  all 
that  was  necessary  without  drawing  on  the  library  resources.  Nor  as 
far  as  his  experience  went  were  the  headmasters  of  the  schools  at  all 
anxious  for  their  assistance.  Libraries  were  provided  at  all  the  schools 
by  the  education  authorities,  and  the  masters  were  naturally  more 
anxious  that  these  libraries  should  be  increased  than  to  obtain  grants 
of  books  from  the  free  libraries.  His  opinion  was  that  the  libraries, 
while  giving  all  legitimate  help  to  education,  should  not  attempt  to 
do  the  work  of  the  schoolmaster  and  the  education  authorities,  but 
should  be  prepared  to  carry  on  that  work  when  they  have  finished, 
VIZ.,  providing  the  books  necessary  for  culture  and  recreation,  and  so 
becoming  actually  what  it  was  intended  they  should  be,  the  Universities 
of  the  People. 

Mr.  J  AST  (Hon.  Secretary,  Library  Association)  regretted  he  had 
felt  called  upon  to  speak,  because  he  was  under  the  impression  they  had 
met  together  to  hear  the  views  of  the  delegates  from  educational  and 
local  government  bodies  rather  than  librarians.  The  object  with  which 
he  rose  was  simply  to  point  out  that  this  resolution  which  they  were 
asked  to  support  had  been  very  carefully  framed.  It  was  compatible 
with  any  form  of  co-operation  between  the  library  and  educational 
authorities  that  might  be  suggested,  and  he  trusted  they  would  not  waste 
the  time  which  remained  by  airing  their  differences  on  non-essential 
points. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Colby  (Birmingham  Education  Committee)  felt  that  the 
conference  was  anxious  to  vote  upon  this  resolution,  and  he  would  not 
occupy  more  than  two  or  three  minutes.  He  was  familiar  with  the  fate 
of  Ahab  and  he  did  not  covet  Naboth's  vineyard.  He  only  asked  that  a 
few  grapes  should,  from  time  to  time,  find  their  way  into  their  schools. 
He  thought  that  the  meaning  of  the  resolution  was  quite  clear,  but  he 
had  become  somewhat  bewildered  by  the  various  interpretations  which 
had  been  put  into  it.  In  Birmingham  they  had  tried  to  provide  their 
own  school  libraries.  The  cost  did  not  amount  to  a  great  deal,  and 
further  they  endeavoured  to  get  the  children  into  working  contact  with 
the  free  libraries.  The  head  teacher  had  to  sign  an  issue  guarantee, 
and  he  was  assured  that  the  losses  were  extremely  small.     They  were 
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met  by  the  Educational  Committee.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  crucial 
point  of  the  resolution  was  this,  that  the  free  libraries  should  be 
recognised  as  part  of  the  educational  machinery  of  the  country,  and  the 
real  point  of  difficulty  was  that  of  bringing  all  parts  of  the  machinery 
into  the  best  practical  working  order.  The  principle  of  the  resolution 
was  entirely  right.  He  could  assure  them  that  the  Education  Commit- 
tee did  not  wish  to  take  the  revenues  of  the  Library  Committee.  An- 
other difficulty  was  to  get  the  children  to  take  a  real  interest  in  reading, 
and  he  thought  the  schoolmasters  should  do  the  best  part  of  the  work  of 
leading  the  children  to  the  books.  In  many  of  their  public  schools  the 
schoolmaster  did  take  an  active  part  in  the  promotion  of  a  liking  for 
reading  in  the  minds  of  the  children.  He  thought  free  libraries  could 
^ive  much  help  to  schools,  and  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
children  should  be  taken  to  libraries,  and  become  familiar  with  books. 
They  wished  to  work  in  entire  harmony  with  the  Free  Libraries  Com- 
mittee and  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  help  to  perfect  this  machinery. 

The  Lord  Mayor  proceeded  to  put  the  resolution  to  the  meeting. 
He  thought  they  all  accepted  the  principle  of  the  resolution.  He  heartily 
concurred  with  the  remarks  made  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Coley,  who  had  well 
described  the  principle  on  which  they  worked.  He  thought  that  very 
good  results  had  been  the  consequence.  One  speaker  had  referred  to 
the  county  educational  authorities  providing  for  any  losses  that  might 
occur  with  regard  to  the  books,  and  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  this  loss 
Avas  infinitesimal. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Councillor  Abbott  (Manchester)  said  he  felt  it  a  great  honour  to  be 
asked  in  that  assembly  to  propose  the  second  resolution : — 

That  this  Conference  is  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived  for 
promoting  legislation  in  reference  to  the  following  objects,  viz, : — 
(a)  To  empower  County  Councils  to  put  the  Public  Libraries  Acts 
into  operation  and  to  organise  library  systems  for  the  areas 
under  their  jurisdiction. 
(6)  That  having  regard  to  the  increasing  demands  made  upon  the 
resources  of  the  public  library  authorities  throughout  the 
country  during  recent  years  for  educational  work,  it  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  should  be 
amended  so  as  to  remove  the  present  limitation  of  the  library 
rate. 
(r)  To  exempt  public  libraries  from  the  payment  of  local  rates. 

Alderman  S.  Edwards,  J. P.  (Birmingham)  remarked  that  Coun- 
cillor Abbott  had  stated  that  the  first  resolution  they  had  discussed  was 
practically  a  preface  to  this  second  resolution,  which  only  needed  to  be 
briefly  seconded.  The  best  way  to  reform  the  libraiy  rate  would  be  to 
remove  it,  but  if  they  could  not  remove  the  rate  limitation  they  might 
remove  at  least  the  rating  of  libraries.  He  would  not  be  betrayed 
into  saying  anything  either  with  reference  to  rate  powers  or  the  increas- 
ing of  rates.  Some  of  them  had  to  fight  with  enormous  vigour  all  their 
lives  almost  against  the  danger  of  increasing  rates,  and  his  friend  Coun- 
cillor Abbott  could  support  him  in  making  this  statement.  He  had 
much  pleasure  in  seconding  the  resolution. 

The  Lord  Mayor  put  the  second  resolution,  which  was  carried 
unanimously. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester  (Councillor  J.  H.  Thewlis)  had 
much  pleasure  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  their  Chairman,  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  Birmingham.  In  the  first  place  for  his  kind  loan  of 
this  beautiful  chamber  for  the  use  of  the  Library  Association,  secondly, 
for  presiding  in  so  kindly  a  manner  over  the  meeting,  and  also  for  the 
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generous  hospitality  he  had  already  bestowed,  and  for  other  hospitality 
which  he  was  now  to  bestow. 

Mr.  J  AST  (Hon.  Secretary,  Library  Association)  said  that  as  re- 
presenting the  librarians  present  at  this  conference  he  very  heartily 
seconded  the  vote  of  thanks  which  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester  had 
proposed  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Birmingham.  The  Library  Association 
had  much  to  be  indebted  to  Birmingham  for.  Two  Annual  Meetings 
had  been  held  in  that  city,  it  had  given  the  Association  one  of  the  best 
presidents  it  had  ever  had — Dr.  MacNeile  Dixon — and  now  they  were 
holding  in  Birmingham,  under  the  presidency  of  Birmingham's  chief 
citizen,  the  first  of  what  they  hoped  would  be  a  series  of  such  District 
Conferences.  The  Library  Association  had  recognised  from  the  first 
that  the  legislative  programme  they  had  submitted  could  never  be  any- 
thing more  than  a  dream  unless  they  had  the  support  of  the  local 
authorities  all  over  the  country.  They  might  congratulate  themselves 
that  the  first  of  these  conferences  had  been  held  at  Birmingham,  and 
they  trusted  that  what  had  been  said  of  Manchester  might  be  true  of 
Birmingham — so  far  as  these  questions  were  concerned — that  what 
Birmingham  thought  to-day  England  would  think  to-morrow.  He 
begged  to  second  the  vote  of  thanks. 

The  resolution  having  been  put  and  unanimously  carried, 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  Birmingham  thanked  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
Manchester,  Mr.  Tedder,  Mr.  Jast  and  the  meeting  for  the  very  cordial 
manner  in  which  they  had  received  the  vote  of  thanks.  It  had  given 
him  very  great  pleasure  to  be  present  that  afternoon  and  to  take  part 
in  those  proceedings,  as  he  had  been  connected  with  the  free  libraries 
of  that  city  ever  since  he  had  entered  it  thirteen  years  ago.  He  thought 
much  good  resulted  from  these  conferences  where  they  could  exchange 
opinions  and  hear  what  was  going  on  in  other  centres. 

The  proceedings  then  terminated,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Lady 
Mayoress  afterwards  received  the  delegates  at  afternoon  tea  in  the 
Reception  Room  of  the  Council  House. 

April  Meeting. 

The  Sixth  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Session  was  held  at  the  London 
School  of  Economics,  on  Monday,  23rd  April,  1906,  at  8  p.m. 

Thirty  members  were  present  at  the  meeting. 

The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Lawrence  Inkster,  and  the  ballot 
having  been  suspended,  the  following  candidates,  approved  by  the  Council, 
were  elected  members  of  the  Association  : — 
Mr.  James  Christison,  Librarian,  Free  Public  Library,  Montrose. 
Mr.  Strickland  Gibson,  M.A.,  Assistant  Librarian,  Bodleian  Library, 

Oxford. 

As  Associates. 
Mr.  William  McGill,  Assistant,  175  West  Princes  Street,  Glasgow. 
Mr.  John  McDonald,  District  Librarian,  32  Westend  Park  St.,  Glas- 
gow. 
Mr.  Charles  Alfred  Paris,  Sub-Librarian,  Public  Libraries,  Deptford. 

The  Chairman  called  upon  Mr.  Thomas  Aldred,  Librarian,  Pass- 
more  Edwards  Public  Library,  Borough  Road,  Southwark,  to  read  his 
paper  entitled  "Stocktaking"  (see  pages  244-7). 

The  Hon.  Secretary  said  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Aldred  that  it 
was  not  necessary  to  close  for  stocktaking.  Closing  for  stocktaking 
meant  that  the  general  public  were  considerably  inconvenienced,  used  a 
great  deal  of  bad  language,  and  a  somewhat  embittered  relation  followed 
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between  the  staff  and  various  borrowers  for  some  time  afterwards,  to 
avoid  which  was,  he  thought,  worth  some  little  trouble  on  the  part  of 
the  library  staff.  He  did  not  agree  that  continuous  stocktaking  was 
absolutely  as  effective  as  closing  for  it.  They  could  not  see  the  condi- 
tion of  the  books  as  well  in  the  former  method.  Obviously  a  consider- 
able proportion  of  books  was  in  the  hands  of  borrowers,  and  whatever 
arrangements  they  might  make  to  see  the  books  as  they  came  in,  they 
saw  them  more  or  less  in  a  piecemeal  fashion ;  and  if  they  had  a  very 
large  demand  in  the  fiction  section,  it  was  more  difficult  to  supervise  the 
condition  of  the  stock.  There  was  one  point  in  favour  of  continuous 
stocktaking :  where  libraries  closed  for  stocktaking  there  was  a  tendency 
(if  he  knew  anything  about  the  practical  working  of  a  library)  on  the 
part  of  the  staff  to  leave  problems  until  the  annual  stocktaking.  Some- 
thing might  happen  in  September;  never  mind,  it  would  come  all  right 
next  August !  Whereas  when  they  were  continuously  taking  stock,  they 
dealt  with  problems  of  missing  books  and  other  difficulties  at  the  time. 
The  main  point,  it  seemed  to  him,  was  that  it  was  very  much  better  for 
the  public  that  the  library  should  be  open.  So  far  as  his  library  was 
concerned,  they  had  dropped  the  shell  lists,  they  did  not  go  over  the 
shelves  with  shelf  lists.  He  thought  it  an  unnecessary  waste  of  time 
and  labour  to  keep  up  shelf  lists  in  a  library  which  had  a  systematic 
classified  catalogue. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Snowsill  (Camberwell)  quite  agreed  with  the  reader  of 
the  paper  and  the  last  speaker  that  it  was  not  desirable  to  put  the  public 
to  the  inconvenience  of  closing  the  library  for  stocktaking.  They  had 
discontinued  doing  so  at  Camberwell,  as  it  appeared  to  them  it  must 
necessarily  be  spread  over  a  considerable  amount  of  time.  Calling  in 
the  books  took  a  week,  and  the  closing  a  fortnight,  and,  altogether, 
before  things  got  into  working  order,  a  period  of  six  weeks  elapsed. 
They  had  adopted  a  system  of  continuous  stocktaking,  and  up  to  the 
present  they  had  found  it  worked  very  well.  If  it  did  not,  they  could 
have  some  special  arrangement  for  closing  every  five  years.  They 
had  a  card  arrangement  for  taking  stock,  which  corresponded  with 
the  book  on  the  shelves;  but  he  was  not  quite  satisfied  with  it. 
There  was  always  the  liability  of  a  card  getting  lost ;  whereas  with 
the  ordinary  stock-book  no  case  of  that  kind  could  arise.  He  had  hoped 
Mr.  Aldred  would  have  gone  more  into  detail.  He  had  not  expected 
to  hear  anything  respecting  the  Egyptian  method,  but  should  have  been 
glad  to  hear  something  about  the  Middle  Ages  and  private  libraries  of 
a  hundred  years  ago.  He  also  thought  Mr.  Aldred  might  have  given 
them  more  practical  information  how  to  take  stock.  He  had  come 
prepared  to  take  notes,  for  he  thought  they  would  all  gain  by  knowing 
the  different  methods  adopted  at  the  public  libraries,  and  comparing 
one  with  another.  He  hoped  to  hear  from  some  members  present  of  a 
more  satisfactory  method  than  they  practised  in  Camberwell. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Bernard  Kettle  (Guildhall),  the  Hon. 
Secretary  said  he  had  found  in  some  of  the  chief  libraries  in  America, 
in  the  Library  of  Congress,  for  example,  they  did  not  use  a  stock-book. 
He  did  not  know  if  any  English  library  was  without  that  feature. 

Mr.  Bernard  Kettle  said  that  at  the  Guildhall  Library  they  used 
shelf  lists. 

Mr.  Henry  Bond  (St.  Pancras)  said  he  was  almost  inclined  to  ask 
what  was  the  good  of  stocktaking  ?  He  advocated  taking;  stock  every 
three  or  four  years  only.  Very  few  books  were  lost,  and  it  was  hardly 
worth  while  to  shut  out  the  public  from  their  libraries  for  two  or  three 
weeks  in  order  to  discover  what  these  books  were.  He  thought  that 
actual  closing  was  a  more  certain  and  effective  method  than  the  con- 
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tinuous  stocktaking  without  closing  advocated  by  some.  If  they  closed 
their  libraries  it  gave  a  better  opportunity  of  examining  the  condition  of 
their  stock  than  was  secured  even  in  the  best  regulated  libraries  by  the 
continuous  method  without  closing.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Aldred  that 
it  was  a  snare  and  a  delusion  to  check  the  stock  from  call  numbers  only. 
The  presence  of  the  books  on  the  shelves  should  be  checked  by  calling 
a  short  title :  to  depend  upon  a  number  only  undoubtedly  led  to  error. 

The  Chairman  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Aldred  for  an  ex- 
cellent paper. 

Mr.  James  Duff  Brown  (Islington)  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks,  and 
said  he  thought  one  or  two  little  points  had  escaped  notice.  The  main 
reason  for  the  falling  off  in  the  number  of  borrowers  after  an  annual 
closing  was  the  penalties  attached  in  some  places — 5s.,  2s.  6d.  or  is. — 
for  the  non-return  of  books  at  a  specified  time.  That  undoubtedly 
accounted  for  a  number  of  people  ceasing  to  use  the  library  after  the 
annual  stocktaking  because  it  gave  a  serious  ground  for  offence.  An 
annual  stocktaking  was  like  a  spring  cleaning — an  evil  and  a  nuisance 
— and  it  was  doubtful  if  it  left  a  house  or  a  library  any  better.  A  con- 
tinuous cleaning  kept  a  house  up  to  the  mark,  and  a  continuous  stock- 
taking kept  a  library  stock  up  to  the  mark.  What  was  the  good  of 
closing  a  very  big  library  with  30,000  or  40,000  books  for  a  fortnight, 
when  it  was  impossible  to  do  the  work  thoroughly  in  the  time  ?  As  to 
Mr.  Bond's  contention  that  the  libraries  must  be  closed  for  a  thorough 
stocktaking,  it  should  be  remembered  that  as  a  rule  half  the  staff  were 
away  for  holidays  during  the  annual  closing,  and  the  kind  of  stocktakings 
resulting  was  of  the  most  perfunctory  kind,  books  being  frequently 
marked  as  found  to  save  subsequent  boUier. 

The  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Aldred  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  T.  Aldred  (Southwark)  expressed  his  thanks  for  the  kind 
manner  in  which  they  had  passed  the  vote  of  thanks.  He  said  that  the 
reason  he  had  not  dealt  with  the  Middle  Ages  was  owing  to  the  absence 
of  detailed  information.  The  only  references  he  could  recall  related  to 
mention  of  losses  when  a  new  keeper  took  charge.  As  stated  in  his 
covering  remarks  his  paper  was  not  meant  to  apply  to  very  large  collec- 
tions such  as  the  British  Museum,  which  only  indulged  in  the  luxury  of 
a  stocktaking  in  certain  departments  when  a  new  "  head  "  took  charge, 
as  he  had  to  sign  for  the  more  valuable  articles  he  took  over.  In  re- 
gard to  Mr.  Snowsill's  remarks,  he  had  purposely  avoided  going  into 
such  details  and  varied  practice  as  were  familiar  to  all  present  on 
account  of  the  time  such  descriptions  would  occupy.  He  deprecated 
the  suggestion  that  the  stock  should  be  kept  on  cards  as  they  were  so 
easily  misplaced  or  lost.  He  himself  was  of  opinion  that  stock,  as  a 
rule,  was  taken  too  often,  but  as  the  public  had  direct  access  to  his 
stock  he  thought  it  desirable  to  take  stock  once  a  year  at  all  events  for 
a  few  years  to  come.  In  his  desire  to  make  his  paper  brief  he  had 
omitted  reference  to  the  ethical  side  of  the  custom  of  closing  for  stock- 
taking. His  experience  led  him  to  sa^  that  closing  caused  many 
borrowers  to  utter  terminological  inexactitudes  as  excuses  for  the  delay 
in  returning  books.  The  number  of  cousins,  aunts  and  grandfathers 
who  died  during  stocktaking  week  was  appalling,  and  he  trusted  that 
notice  of  "  stocktaking  '*  had  not  been  a  contributory  cause. 

Mr.  C.  J.  PuRNBLL,  M.A.  (the  London  Library)  then  read  a  paper 
by  Mr.  James  Hutt,  M.A.,  entitled  *' Libraries  and  Public  Opinion'' 
(see  pages  231-43.) 

Mr.  C.  F.  Newcombe  (North  Camberwell)  said  he  had  listened  to 
Mr.  Hutt*s  paper  with  great  pleasure.  There  was  a  great  deal  in  it  of 
the  academical  spirit,  and  it  covered  a  very  wide  field  and  had  some 
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drastic  criticisms.  He — Mr.  Hutt — pointed  to  a  certain  close  resem- 
blance in  the  articles  that  had  from  time  to  time  appeared  in  some  of 
the  higher  class  magazines  and  reviews,  notably  one  written  by  Mr. 
Churton  Collins,  Professor  of  English  Literature  in  the  University  of 
Birmingham,  who  had  suggested  various  methods  of  carrying  on  library 
work.  What  he  wanted  to  protest  against  was  the  spirit  in  which 
librarians  answered  these  criticisms.  The  tone  of  Mr.  Mutt's  paper 
was  quite  admirable.  These  critics  could  not  write  from  behind  the 
scenes  of  public  library  work,  and  had  not  actual  experience,  but  their 
criticisms  did  good.  They  knew  what  they  wanted,  and  they  also  knew 
that  something  better  could  be  done.  As  Mr.  Hutt  pointed  out,  much 
of  the  hostile  criticism  might  be  ignored,  and  certainly  it  would  be  waste 
of  time  to  write  refuting  theories  which  were  already  exploded ;  but  when 
one  found  a  man  taking  a  particular  standpoint  and  endeavouring  to 
bring  in  a  better  principle,  it  was  bringing  criticism  to  its  very  highest 
and  most  important  value,  and  should  not  be  taken  in  an  angry  and 
hostile  spirit  They  knew  that  virtually  higher  ideals  and  higher 
methods  of  work  were  being  carried  out  by  different  librarians,  but  there 
was  always  a  tendency  to  follow  low  public  opinion  rather  than  high 
public  opinion.  They  ought  not  to  pass  to  the  low  public  opinion. 
Perhaps  a  local  newspaper  had  done  intense  mischief  in  answering 
only  a  part  of  some  subject  which  had  come  to  the  notice  of  their 
readers.  It  seemed  to  him  that  Mr.  Hutt*s  paper  was  actuated  by  a 
larger  spirit  and  by  a  larger  principle.  It  seemed  so  much  better 
to  devote  their  attention  and  their  determination  to  co-operating  with 
other  educational  institutions  and  making  their  libraries  a  part  of  the 
higher  educational  work  of  the  country.  He  thought  there  had  been  a 
gradual  improvement  all  along  the  line  in  the  Library  Association 
Record,  but  when  they  got  a  discussion  like  that  at  present  appearing 
in  the  Municipal  Journal,  between  two  sections  of  librarians,  it  was 
altogether  degrading  to  the  library  profession.  He  hoped  that  a  tone 
of  courteous  welcome  to  criticism  would  actuate  them  more  and  more, 
and  that  they  would  give  more  attention  to  what  was  sometimes  called 
the  academic  spirit  of  criticism  rather  than  the  lower  tone  of  criticism 
of  the  popular  journalist 

The  Hon.  Secretary  said  that  he  had  often  spoken  to  fill  up  pauses 
that  occurred  in  the  discussions  on  various  papers,  but  on  this  occasion 
he  really  had  a  desire  to  say  something.  With  the  general  drift  of  Mr. 
Hutt's  paper  he  was  of  course  in  complete  sympathy,  as  he  concluded 
they  all  were.  They  had  all  suffered  collectively  through  their  libraries 
from  uninformed  criticism  of  their  institutions  and  of  their  work.  He 
agreed  with  what  Mr.  Newcombe  had  said  about  the  good  that  resulted 
even  from  uninformed  criticism,  because  that  was  what  academic  criti- 
cism really  was,  which  was  fair ;  but  he  failed  to  see  precisely  the  f^ood 
which  was  done  by  uninformed  criticism,  which  was  unfair.  A  consider- 
able amount  of  the  antagonistic  writing  which  had  appeared  in  various 
periodicals  and  reviews  against  public  libraries  was  indefinite,  unin- 
formed, prejudiced,  and  very  often  silly,  and  was  calculated  to  do  a  great 
deal  of  mischief.  It  was  perfectly  evident  to  any  reader  who  knew  the 
work  the  public  libraries  were  doing,  often  under  great  difficulties,  that 
the  vrriters  of  these  philippics  had  never  taken  the  trouble  to  put  them- 
selves into  touch  with  that  work.  It  was  regrettable  too  when  writers 
who  had  obtained— fortunately  or  unfortunately — the  ear  of  the  public 
did  not  recognise  that  they  had  thereby  incurred  certain  responsibilities. 
There  was  one  direction  in  which  the  Library  Association  could  do  work 
that  could  not  be  done  so  well  by  private  individuals.  He  had  felt  for 
years  that  the  Association  had  not  done  what  it  might  have  done  in  the 
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way  of  informing  the  public  as  to  what  work  the  libraries  were  doing. 
The  man  in  the  street  had  no  idea  of  the  amount  of  their  work,  and  of 
the  difficulties  under  which  it  was  carried  on  in  many  libraries.  In 
many  cases  it  had  only  been  through  the  enthusiasm  of  the  librarian 
that  it  had  been  possible  to  carry  on  the  work  at  all.  Mr.  Hutt  had 
spoken  of  the  Record,  but  while  he  had  complained  that  much  of  the 
criticism  of  the  library  movement  was  uninformed,  his  own  criticism  of 
the  Record  was  an  excellent  example  of  precisely  such  mis  taken  and 
misinformed  criticism.  Almost  every  statement  that  Mr.  Hutt  had  made 
about  the  Record  was  absolutely  wrong.  He  did  not  altogether  agree 
with  what  Mr.  Hutt  had  said  with  regard  to  the  undue  amount  of  space 
occupied  by  shop  talk  at  their  meetings.  At  the  last  few  Annual  Meet- 
ings of  the  Association  they  had  attempted  to  have  a  certain  number  of 
papers  only  dealing  with  shop  matters  and  a  certain  number  dealing 
with  matters  of  more  general  interest.  If  one  took  up  the  position  that 
no  shop  ought  to  be  talked  at  these  meetings  it  was  a  different  matter. 
After  all,  if  librarians  called  classification  shop,  it  was  very  important 
shop,  it  was  fundamental.  To  some  extent  he  thought  Mr.  Hutt  had 
taken  a  narrow  view.  The  improvement  of  the  administration  of 
libraries  was  one  of  the  objects  of  the  Association.  He  had  heard  a 
distinguished  librarian  say :  "  Now  that  they  had  settled  all  these  ques- 
tions,  let  them  tackle  something  of  greater  interest,"  but  they  had  a  great 
deal  to  do  yet  with  the  administration  of  libraries.  Personally  he  could 
get  just  as  much  wearied  with  vague  talk  about  the  soul-improving  value 
of  good  books,  as  he  would  get  by  talking  about  classification,  or  on 
other  such  subjects. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Snowsill  (Camberwell)  wished  to  raise  a  protest  against 
much  of  the  outside  work  some  librarians  were  engaged  in.  They  were 
often  called  upon  to  perform  duties  which  did  not,  it  seemed  to  him, 
come  within  their  province.  One  instance  of  this  was  library  lectures. 
So  far  as  his  experience  of  library  lectures  went,  he  could  not  see  that 
they  benefited  the  libraries  much,  if  at  all.  They  were  attended,  as  a 
rule,  by  very  few  persons  ;  and  their  after  effect,  so  far  as  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  readers  was  concerned,  was  practically  nil.  If  lib- 
rarians kept  to  their  own  business  they  would  find  plenty  of  scope  for 
their  energy,  without  troubling  about  other  matters.  Therefore,  he  was 
rather  disposed  to  take  exception  to  much  that  was  in  the  paper,  for  he 
did  not  think  it  was  advisable  that  librarians  should  trouble  so  much 
about  the  arguments  of  those  who  opposed  public  libraries,  he  did  not 
think  they  were  worth  answering.  Public  libraries  were  now  as  firmly 
established  throughout  the  kingdom  as  public  schools,  and  as  little  likely 
to  be  affected  by  any  change  in  public  opinion.  Their  best  and  proper 
course  was  to  keep  to  library  work,  and  leave  lectures  and  outside  work 
to  other  agencies.  Let  those  bodies  take  up  such  work  whose  office  it 
was  to  do  it.     In  his  judgment  it  was  not  theirs. 

Mr.  Bernard  Kettle  (Guildhall)  had  been  very  much  interested 
in  this  paper,  which  had  traversed  the  whole  field  of  library  economy. 
With  reference  to  Mr.  Carnegie's  gifts,  he  thought  they  had  not  been  an 
unmixed  benefit  to  the  librar>'  movement ;  he  only  gave  the  buildings  for 
libraries,  and  so  encouraged  local  authorities  to  run  into  debt  for  the 
supply  of  books.  He  had  established  libraries  where  the  means  were 
not  sufficient  for  their  proper  maintenance,  with  the  result  that  the 
inadequate  salaries  offered  produced  unqualified  librarians  and  the  pro- 
fession suffered  in  consequence.  He  was  always  pleased  when  self- 
respecting  bodies  refused  to  accept  help  given  under  these  conditions. 

Mr.  Aldred  (Southwark)  said  that  the  adverse  criticism  had  all 
come  from  the  monied  and  cultured  class  who  rarely  ever  entered  a 
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municipal  library.  Had  they  done  so  they  would  have  found  their 
tastes  catered  for,  and  it  was  only  right  that  people  less  endowed  with 
worldly  possessions  who  had  not  had  the  advantage  of  a  'varsity  educa- 
tion should  be  enabled  to  borrow  books  which  appealed  to  their  minds. 
Librarians  endeavoured  to  raise  public  taste,  but  realised  that  it  could 
only  be  done  by  degrees,  just  in  the  same  way  as  a  schoolmaster  took  a 
pupil  by  stages  from  simple  addition  to  abstruse  mathematics.  The 
librarian  had  therefore  to  reach  low  in  order  to  wean  certain  classes  from 
tastes  infinitely  worse  than  the  reading  of  fiction.  If  critics  only  took 
the  trouble  to  know  the  working  man  and  woman,  they  would  find  thai 
libraries  were  exercising  a  beneficial  influence. 

Mr.  Jambs  Dupp  Brown  (Islington)  thought  Mr.  Hutt's  paper  a 
very  good  specimen  of  the  very  kind  of  uninformed  criticism  against 
which  it  was  directed.  If  Mr.  Hutt  would  analyse  the  papers  read  be- 
fore the  Association  for  the  past  twenty  years  or  more,  he  would  find 
that  the  purely  bibliographical  contributions  were  greatly  in  excess  of 
the  practical,  and  so  far  from  the  Association  being  a  society  for  the 
propagation  of  shop  talk,  it  was  quite  the  reverse.  The  tendency  of  a 
semi-literary  policy  was  to  make  the  Association  into  a  kind  of  Young 
Men*8  Christian  Association.  When  he  had  first  come  to  London 
only  from  three  to  six  men  used  to  meet  at  Gray's  Inn  to  discuss  ab- 
stract bibliography,  but  when  the  practical  side  of  the  work  came  into 
greater  prominence,  it  greatly  improved  the  attendance  and  influence 
of  the  Association  without  in  any  way  hindering  the  purely  literary  side 
of  the  work.  If  Mr.  Hutt  had  taken  the  trouble  to  inform  himself  better 
his  paper  would  not  have  been  full  of  so  many  inaccuracies.  The  real 
reason  for  so  much  hostile  criticism  of  the  library  movement  was  that 
it  was  so  thoroughly  democratic  in  its  foundation  and  scope  ;  and  for 
that  alone  the  public  libraries  of  the  country  were  disliked  by  many 
people.    He  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Hutt  for  his  paper. 

Mr.  £.  A.  Baker,  M.A.  (Woolwich),  said  he  felt  under  an  obligation 
to  Mr.  Hutt,  as  he  had  originally  intended  to  write  the  paper  himself. 
He  thought  this  was  a  most  urgent  question,  and  that  public  opinion  on 
libraries  would  be  a  most  important  factor  in  the  future  of  the  public 
library  movement.  What  they  had  to  do  at  the  present  time  was  to 
educate  public  opinion.  They  were  too  apt  to  forget  that  the  library 
movement  was  still  in  a  militant  state.  They  were  not  yet  in  the  posi* 
tion  of  elementary  education,  which  was  universally  accepted  as  a 
necessity  of  social  life.  The  public  library  was  not  yet  accepted  uni- 
versally as  a  good  thing,  and  it  was  necessary  for  librarians  to  do  all 
they  could  to  advertise  and  explain  the  real  function  of  public  libraries 
in  the  community.  The  mere  fact  that  Mr.  Churton  Collins  had 
written  in  the  Nineteenth  Century  in  such  a  hostile  manner  against 
public  libraries,  showed  that  the  public  had  not  arrived  at  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  work  of  the  librarian  and  what  he  was  intended 
to  do.  They  knew  there  was  a  false  idea,  a  very  prevalent  idea,  that 
the  public  library  was  meant  only  for  the  poorer  classes.  At  this  time 
of  day,  people  ought  to  know  that  it  was  intended  for  all  classes,  and 
they  could  not  reiterate  too  often  that  the  public  library  was  for  the 
whole  of  the  community.  Mr.  Hutt  had  referred  to  the  education  of 
librarians,  which  he  thought  was  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in 
the  situation  at  the  present  time.  They  were  not  prone  to  study  library 
questions  from  first  principles.  There  were  a  number  of  things  about 
which  opinion  was  quite  unsettled,  and  as  to  which  they  were  continu- 
ally squabbling.  About  open  access,  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  dif- 
ferentiating between  books  for  lending  libraries  and  reference  librariesy 
and  other  points ;  he  continually  came  across  many  librarians  who  had 
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not  made  up  their  minds  on  such  important  points  as  these,  and  he 
thought  it  was  because  they  had  not  had  a  thoroughly  professional 
training  for  their  librarians — they  did  not  go  back  to  nrst  principles 
when  stud3ring  these  questions.  He  was  glad  to  see  a  movement  on 
foot  to  make  professional  education  an  absolute  condition  of  library 
service.  At  Manchester  they  were  going  to  make  their  assistants  quali^ 
by  passing  these  examinations.  With  reference  to  Mr.  Newcombe's 
remarks  it  seemed  to  him  that  Mr.  Churton  Collins'  article  was  an  evi- 
dence of  their  own  inefficiency.  If  they  had  only  done  their  best  to 
advance  with  their  work,  such  articles  would  never  have  been  written. 
They  had  heard  a  good  deal  about  adverse  criticism,  and  it  was  said  to 
be  uninformed  criticism.  Naturally  it  was  uninformed,  because  it  was 
80  difficult  for  people  outside  their  own  body  to  know  exactly  what  the 
public  libraries  were  doing.  It  had  been  said  that  these  arguments  of 
uninformed  criticism  were  not  worth  answering,  but  he  thought  that 
was  just  what  librarians  should  set  themselves  to  do.  Mr.  Hutt  was 
quite  right  in  saying  that  the  correspondence  pages  of  the  Record  were 
not  always  open  to  criticism,  because  he  had  heard  from  friends  of  his 
own  of  letters  that  had  been  suppressed  which  were  not  of  a  libellous 
nature.  He  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  reply  to  Mr.  Kettle's  obser- 
vations, as  he  did  not  suppose  they  were  meant  seriously.  Mr.  Kettle 
had  said  that  harm  was  done  to  the  library  movement  by  gifts,;  but  he 
believed  the  Guildhall  was  founded  by  charitable  benefactions.  Would 
Mr.  Kettle  contend  that  these  gifts  had  done  harm  ?  He  was  thoroughly 
in  sympathy  with  Mr.  Carnegie*s  system.  In  following  the  self-help 
principle,  he  had  forced  torpid  people  to  help  themselves,  and  much 
good  work  had  resulted.  He  quite  agreed  with  Mr.  Hutt's  suggestions 
as  to  the  Library  Association's  arranging  for  a  Board  or  Committee 
who  would  advise  generally  in  the  selection  of  literature.  If  they  could 
get  co-operation  in  this  work,  they  might  avoid  some  of  the  mistakes 
they  made.  By  putting  their  heads  together,  and  getting  assistance 
and  co-operation  from  expert  advisers,  they  ought  to  help  themselves  a 
good  deal.  He  did  not  at  all  agree  with  Mr.  Snowsill's  remarks.  The 
object  of  librarians  should  be  to  make  public  libraries  the  centres  of 
intellectual  life  in  every  place.  He  thought  Mr.  Snowsill's  idea  of  not 
troubling  their  heads  about  what  was  going  on  outside  was  a  very  bad 
policy — one  which  they  had  followed  too  closely  for  the  last  half  cen- 
tury. They  ought  to  take  an  interest  in,  and  be  of  some  use  to  the 
world  outside.  As  to  the  Record,  he  agreed  with  a  good  deal  of  what 
Mr.  Hutt  had  said,  and  he  also  agreed  with  what  had  been  said  on  the 
other  side  about  the  practical  difficulties  to  be  met.  He  knew  their 
journal  was  the  official  record  of  the  transactions  of  the  Association, 
but  he  failed  to  see  why  it  should  be  nothing  else.  Why  should  they 
not  be  able  to  produce  a  journal  that  would  appeal  not  only  to  librarians 
but  to  the  public  generally  ?  Many  other  journals  were  able  to  do  this. 
He  thought  they  ought  to  have  a  much  wider  programme,  and  he  would 
like  to  see  the  Record  appeal  to  a  much  larger  constituency — to  the 
general  public,  and  if  they  could  not  do  this  in  the  Record,  let  them  do 
80  in  the  Press,  but  not  in  the  manner  in  which  certain  people  had 
been  writing  recently  in  the  Municipal  Journal,  If  they  only  got  pro- 
fessional squabbling  circulated,  they  were  certainly  doing  more  harm 
than  good. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  said  that  with  regard  to  letters  sent  to  the 
Record  the  Publications  Committee  had  merely  exercised  its  editorial 
functions  and  had  acted  on  general  lines  of  policy.  There  had  been  no 
personal  feeling  in  the  matter.  If  any  letters  had  not  appeared  it  was 
simply  because  the   Publications  Committee    had  decided  that  the 
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Library  Association  Record  was  not  a  fitting  place  for  them,  not 
because  of  the  personal  attitude  of  any  members  of  the  Committee 
towards  the  subjects  treated  or  the  opinions  expressed.  That  was  a 
very  different  thing  from  suppressing  correspondence. 

Mr.  Baker  said  he  was  unable  to  see  Mr.  Tast*s  subtle  distinction 
between  '' suppressing  correspondence*^  and  'Metters  not  appefiring^. 
He  understood  letters  did  not  appear  when  they  were  not  wanted  to 
appear. 

The  Chairman  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Hutt  moved  by 
Mr.  Brown,  which  was  put  and  carried  unanimously. 

The  Chairman  referred  to  the  loss  which  the  Association  had 
sustained  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Richard  Gamett,  C.B.,  and  moved  that 
an  expression  of  the  condolence  of  this  meeting  be  conveyed  to  the 
family  of  the  deceased.  Dr.  Gamett  was  one  of  the  oldest  members 
and  a  past  President  of  the  Association,  and  had  always  taken  a  warm 
and  active  interest  in  its  proceedings.  He  was  so  well  known  to 
members  that  it  was  quite  unnecessary  to  say  anjrthing  in  his  praise. 
It  was  certain,  however,  that  his  loss  would  be  keenly  felt  by  ail,  and 
that  he  would  be  sadly  missed  at  future  meetings  of  the  Association. 
His  death  was  a  serious  loss  to  literature,  to  bibliography,  and  to 
librarianship. 

The  resolution  was  seconded  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  and  carried 
unanimously. 

The  meeting  terminated  at  about  10.30. 


Library  Association ;  North-Western  Branch. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Central  Public  Library,  Liver- 
pool, on  Thursday,  21st  June,  1906.  This  promises  to  be  a  most  inter- 
esting  meeting,  as  arrangements  are  being  made  for  visits  to  a  number 
of  Liverpoors  branch  libraries. 


Bristol  and  Western  District  Branch. 

A  representative  gathering  of  the  above  Association  journeyed  to 
Wells  on  the  gth  May.  The  members  were  received  by  Canon  Church 
who  kindly  pointed  out  the  architectural  features  of  the  Cathedral, 
including  the  ancient  library,  and  the  historic  well  within  the  Cathedral 
precincts.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  the  Canon,  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Norris  Mathews,  who  expressed  the  gratitude  of  the 
Association  for  the  privileges  accorded  them.  A  paper  on  the  Cathedral 
Library  was  read  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Williams,  the  author  of  Somerset 
Mcdiaval  Libraries.  An  interesting  discussion  followed,  in  which 
Messrs.  T.  Sturge  Cotterell,  Norris  Mathews,  W.  C.  Cook,  Richard 
Quick  and  L.  Acland  Taylor  took  part.  Mr.  Williams  answered  many 
questions,  and  gave  much  valuable  information  upon  the  subject  of 
mediaeval  libraries  generally.  At  the  instance  of  the  President  (Mr.  T. 
Sturge  Cotterell),  who  referred  to  the  indebtedness  of  the  Association 
to  the  reader  of  the  paper  for  so  ably  and  kindly  giving;  them  of  his 
knowledge,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  proposed  to  Mr.  Williams.  This 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Norris  Mathews,  who  referred  to  Mr.  Williams's 
as  yet  little  known  work  in  connection  with  the  editorship  of  the 
recently  issued  Collectanea  of  Mr.  Vincent  Stuckey  Lean.  Mr. 
Mathews  looked  forward  with  pleasure  to  the  privilege  of  showing  to- 
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Mr.  Williams  the  actual  works  used  by  Mr.  Stuckey  Lean  arranged 
upon  the  shelves  of  the  new  Bristol  Library  in  the  Central  Public 
Libraries  building  in  Deanery  Road,  classified  and  shelved  in  the  order 
of  the  newly  published  catalogue.  The  resolution  was  then  put  to 
the  meeting,  and  carried  with  acclamation.  Mr.  Williams  suitably 
responded,  and  a  most  successful  meeting  came  to  a  close. 


Bristol  and  Western  District  Branch  :  Annual  Report  and 
Balance  Sheet. 

The  Annual  Council  Meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  at  the 
Guildhall,  Cambridge,  on  Wednesday,  23rd  August,  1905.  The  chair  was 
taken  at  7  p.m.  by  Mr.  W.  H.  K.  Wright,  the  President  being  unavoidably 
absent  The  Hon.  Treasurer  submitted  his  statement  of  accounts  (as 
appears  herewith)  and  the  same  was  approved. 

Upon  the  question  of  the  election  of  President  for  the  ensuing 
twelve  months,  Mr.  Norris  Mathews  signified  the  wish  of  Mr.  Alder- 
man John  Walls  to  retire,  and  submitted  the  name  of  Mr.  Councillor 
T.  Sturge  Cotterell,  J.  P.,  of  Bath.  This  was  seconded,  and  carried 
unanimously. 

A  resolution :  *'  That  the  best  thanks  of  the  Association  be  tendered 
to  Mr.  Alderman  John  Walls  for  his  Presidency  since  1903,  and  that  he 
be  elected  a  Vice-President,"  was  carried  with  acclamation.  A  resolu- 
tion was  unanimously  carried:  "That  Mr.  E.  R.  Norris  Mathews, 
F.R.Hist.S.,  City  Librarian,  Bristol,  be  tendered  the  best  thanks  of  the 
Association  for  his  services  as  Hon.  Treasurer,  and  that  he  be  re-elected 
to  the  office.  A  similar  resolution  was  carried  in  the  name  of  Mr.  L. 
Acland  Taylor  and  the  office  of  Hon.  Secretary. 

The  Annual  Report  was  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
the  next  General  Meeting.  At  a  General  Meeting  held  at  Bath,  on  4th 
October,  1905,  the  foregoing  resolutions  of  the  Council  were  confirmed, 
and  the  second  Annual  Report,  as  appears  herewith,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  and  circulated. 


Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Council. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  seven  resignations  have 
been  received  and  eight  elections  have  been  made ;  the  total  member- 
ship is  now  eighty. 

On  7th  September,  1904,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Chew  Court,  Chew 
Magna,  by  kind  invitation  of  the  President,  Alderman  John  Walls  and 
Mrs.  Walls.  At  this  meeting  Mr.  Norris  Mathews  gave  an  account  of 
the  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Conference,  held  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
and  Mr.  L.  Acland  Taylor  followed  with  a  paper  on  "The  Reference 
Library".     About  forty  members  were  present. 

On  the  22nd  February,  1905,  the  members  of  the  Association,  by 
kind  permission  of  the  Principal,  met  at  the  Bristol  University  College, 
at  8  P.M.,  to  listen  to  an  address  from  Dr.  Lloyd  Morgan,  F.R.S.,  upon 
the  subject  of  "  Books".  Mr.  Alderman  John  Walls  occupied  the  chair, 
and  presided  over  a  gathering  of  between  thirty  and  forty. 

On  the  19th  April,  1905,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  North  District 
Branch  of  the  Bristol  Public  Libraries,  Cheltenham  Road,  by  the  kind 
invitation  of  Mr.  Norris  Mathews,  F.R.  Hist. S.,  City  Librarian.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  the  President  at  8  p.m.     Papers  were  read  by  Miss 
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Winifred  Parry  and  Miss  Ada  Price,  the  subjects  being :  "  Some  Minor 
Points  in  Cataloguing,"  and  ''  Women's  Work  in  Public  Libraries  ". 

Notices  of  these  meetings  have  duly  appeared  in  the  pages  of  the 
Library  Association  Rbcord. 

iOHN  Walls,  President. 
r.  AcLAND  Taylor,  Hon.  Secretary, 
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LIBRARY  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
May  Meeting. 

Upwards  of  forty  members  and  friends  were  present  at  Wandsworth 
Library,  on  Wednesday,  i6th  May,  in  response  to  the  kind  invitation  of 
the  Librarian,  Mr.  C.  T.  Davis.  Light  refreshments  were  supplied 
by  the  host  at  7  p.m.,  and  at  7.30  Mr.  A.  R.  Gridley,  M.A.,  Chairman  of 
the  Wandsworth  Library  Sub-Committee,  proved  himself  to  be  another 
Library  Committee  Chairman  who  is  thoroughly  interested  in  the 
doings  of  the  L.A.A.,  by  presiding  over  the  Business  Meeting. 

After  a  junior  paper  by  Mr.  Georob  R.  Bolton,  Fulham,  on  "Work 
at  the  Shelves :  A  Day  in  an  Open-access  Library,"  Mr.  Frank  Dalli- 
MORB,  Sub-Librarian,  Wimbledon,  presented  the  first  senior  paper  on 
**  Branch  Libraries ".  Mr.  Dallimore,  who,  while  at  the  Mitchell 
Library,  Glasgow,  had  many  opportunities  of  watching  the  scheme  of 
branch  libraries  being  carried  out  there,  gave  many  interesting  views  of 
the  question.  He  dealt  with  the  respective  sizes  of  branches,  pointing 
out  that  these  should  be  in  direct  ratio  to  the  population,  at  the  same 
time  not  committing  himself  to  factors.  The  stocks  of  the  books  should 
be  varied  so  that  one  branch  supplemented  another ;  to  this  end  the 
system  of  libraries  should  be  connected  up  by  telephone,  and  borrowers* 
tickets  should  be  available  at  all  libraries.  He  urged  that  a  permanent 
staff  at  the  branch  would  accomplish  better  work  than  one  that  rotated, 
as  a  certain  amount  of  local  knowledge  and  patriotism  were  necessary 
in  serving  the  public. 

Another  senior  paper,  by  Mr.  S.  A.  Hatchbr,  Librarian,  Canning 
Town,  also  on  "  Branch  Libraries,"  was,  in  the  absence  of  its  writer,  read 
by  Mr.  W.  C.  Berwick  Sayers.  Mr.  Hatcher  was  of  opinion  that  large 
branches  were  better  served  by  separate  complete  catalogues  than  by 
a  union  catalogue.  The  delivery  station  could  not  compete  with  the 
branch ;  was,  in  fact,  only  an  apology  for  it  He  thought  the  whole 
administration  work  should  be  done  at  the  branch,  and  that  tickets 
should  be  available  at  all  libraries.  With  regard  to  the  branch  librarian, 
he  thought  he  should  grade  as  the  equal  of  the  sub-librarian,  that  he 
should  be  taken  into  the  chief  librarian's  confidence  on  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  branch.  He  instanced  as  an  example  of  how  this  was 
done  the  monthly  staff  meetings  held  by  Mr.  Jast  at  Croydon. 

Each  paper  was  briskly  discussed,  many  of  the  writers'  conclusions 
being  challenged.  The  permanent  staff  at  the  branch  was  a  point 
especially  criticised,  most  speakers  being  of  opinion  that  the  staff  should 
rotate,  and  one  read  a  long  extract  from  Mr.  Brown's  Manual  in  support 
of  his  argument.  One  speaker  ventured  to  think  that  branch  librarians 
should  even  be  permitted  to  select  and  purchase  their  own  books,  and 
the  entire  work  of  cataloguing  should  be  done  at  the  branch. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  paper  readers,  to  the  Chairman,  the  Library 
Authority  and  Mr.  Davis,  brought  a  most  instructive  Business  Meeting 
to  a  close.  Refreshments  were  again  partaken  of  before  the  members 
dispersed. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  the  Editors  of  Thb  Library  Association  Rbcord. 

Librarians  and  Library  Reports. 

Sirs, 

I  send  every  year  to  Public  Libraries  from  lOO  to  125  copies 
of  the  Annual  Report  of  this  Library. 

I  receive  in  return  an  average  of  sixty  reports,  which  by  the  way 
are  always  thankfully  acknowledged.  These  sixty  reports  do  not  seem 
to  me  a  fair  equivalent,  and  with  your  kind  insertion  of  this  letter  I  may 
perhaps  elicit  from  the  other  fifty  or  so  gentlemen  if  they  wish  to  receive 
my  report  in  future. 

Should  they  do  so,  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  their  last  report  will  be 
sufficient  intimation.  I  am  quite  aware  that  many  libraries  do  not 
publish  reports,  and  these  would  probably  account  for  about  10  per  cent 
not  sending  reports  in  return. 

Yours  faithfully, 

James  A.  Sbymour. 
KiLBURN  Public  Library, 
24th  May,  1906. 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Library  Association  Rbcord. 

Summer  Closing  of  Small  Libraries. 

Dear  Sirs, 

Can  you  kindly  inform  me  whether  many  of  the  smaller  public 
libraries  close  the  lending  department  for  some  period  during  the 
summer  months ;  and  if  so,  the  names  of  such  libraries,  the  period  for 
which  they  close,  and  if  all  books  are  called  in  before  closing  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 

John  W.  Howarth. 
Borough  of  Chelmsford 
Public  Library  and  Museum, 
8/A  Afoy,  1906. 

This  inquiry  evidently  relates  to  the  closing  of  such  small  libraries 
as  have  only  one  or  at  most  two  ^oung  assistants,  and  for  sufficiently 
lengthy  periods  to  allow  for  the  librarian's  holiday  as  well  as  for  the 
general  work  in  connection  with  stocktaking.  If  our  readers  can  furnish 
any  replies  to  the  queries,  they  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor,  who  will 
communicate  with  Mr.  Howarth  as  well  as  record  the  information  re- 
ceived. — Ed. 
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**  I  have  received  the  publication  of  the  Sound  Leather  Committee,  Ltafkerfar  Librarm^ 
It  is  full  of  infonnation  no  less  interesting  than  usefuL  I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  in  Cambridn 
have  already  begun  to  reap  the  fruit  of  their  labours.*' — Mr.  Francis  J.  H.  Jbnunson,  M JLv. 
Librarian,  University  Library,  Cambridge  (Prcsidenticd  Addrtss  to  ik^  Library  Assoeiaiiom^ 
Cambridge,  1905). 

**  The  Sound  Leather  Committee  has  undertaken  an  important  and  arduoua  task  with  a 
determination  which,  we  are  sure,  will  ultimately  revolutionise  the  leather  industry.  The- 
wamings,  addressed  primarily  to  the  librarian,  are  equally  applicable  to  users  of  upholstery 
leathers,  etc.  Such  leathers  are,  as  a  rule,  prepared  solely  with  a  view  to  their  *  finish '.  The 
remedy  is  the  adoption  of  sound  methods  of  manufacturing  leather,  and  of  honest  descriptioii 
in  the  retail  trade.  For  a  few  shillings  a  librarian  can  ascertain  from  the  Official  Analyst  to* 
the  Library  Association  whether  his  leathers  are  free  from  acid  and  genuine.'* — Art  fiVorktn* 
Quarterly, 

**  Librarians  and  others  must  let  the  bookbinders  understand  that  they  know  what  jpood 
leather  is,  and  it  will  be  then  for  the  bookbinders  to  insist  upon  obtaining  it  from  the  maoQ- 
facturers.*' — Law  Times, 

**  We  consider  the  volume  an  indispensable  adjunct  to  the  business  library  of  leather- 
manufacturers  and  others  who  want  to  post  themselves  quickly  in  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  light  leather  section  of  the  trade.** — Leather  Trades  Review, 

"The  book  should  do  much  to  dispel  some  of  that  ignorance  which  even  the  most 
experienced  librarians  sometimes  display  in  the  choice  of  binding  leathers."— -I«sfavrf 
Assistatit. 

**  To  persons  who  are  interested  in  the  formation  of  a  library,  which  is  intended  to  be  one 
of  a  durable  character,  the  present  book  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended." — Field, 

**The  interest  and  value  of  the  volume  is  not  confined  to  curators  of  books;  the  same 
leathers  are  used  in  upholster>',  and  their  quality  concerns  every  well-to-do  householder."-^ 
Glasgow  Herald. 

**  Deserves  the  attention  of  every  one  interested  in  arresting  the  degradation  of  book- 
binding by  the  use  of  mineral  acids  in  colouring  leather,  and  by  other  trade  practices."-^ 
Scotsman, 

*'  This  little  volume  is  in  ever>'  way  to  be  welcomed,  and  it  is  to  be  trusted  that  it  will 
have  the  desiderated  effect  of  influencing  public  opinion  upon  a  reform  which  has  both  an. 
KSthetic  and  a  utilitarian  side." — Newcastle  Daily  Chronicle, 
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It  is  full  of  information  no  less  interesting  than  usefuL  I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  in  Camfaridie 
have  already  begun  to  reap  the  fruit  of  their  labours." — Mr.  Francis  j.  H.  Jbnkinson,  I|X|. 
Librarian,  University  Library,  Cambridge  {Pretidential  Addreii  to  the  Library  ilssoooiiM, 
Cambridge,  1905). 

**  The  Sound  Leather  Committee  has  undertaken  an  important  and  arduous  task  with  I 
determination  which,  we  are  sure,  will  ultimately  revolutionise  the  leather  industry.  The- 
warnings,  addressed  primarily  to  the  librarian,  are  equally  applicable  to  users  of  uphcdatoy 
leathers,  etc.  Such  leathers  are,  as  a  rule,  prepared  solely  with  a  view  to  their  *  finish  *.  Tfce 
remedy  is  the  adoption  of  sound  methods  of  manufacturing  leather,  and  of  honest  descriptiop 
in  the  retail  trade.  For  a  few  shillings  a  librarian  can  ascertain  from  the  Official  Analyst  tt>^ 
the  Library  Association  whether  his  leathers  are  free  from  acid  and  genuine.'* — Art  Worhen* 
Quarterly, 

**  Librarians  and  others  must  let  the  bookbinders  understand  that  they  know  what  good 
leather  is,  and  it  will  be  then  for  the  bookbinders  to  insist  upon  obtaining  it  from  the  maim- 
facturers. ' ' — Law  Times, 

**  We  consider  the  volume  an  indispensable  adjunct  to  the  business  library  of  letther 
manufacturers  and  others  who  want  to  post  themselves  quickly  in  a  matter  of  great  ;~ 
tance  to  the  light  leather  section  of  the  trade." — Leather  Trades  Review, 

**The  book  should  do  much  to  dispel  some  of  that  ignorance  which  even  the  i 
experienced    librarians    sometimes   display   in   the   choice  of  binding  leathers."— Lt&ra^ 
Assistant. 

**  To  persons  who  are  interested  in  the  formation  of  a  library,  which  is  intended  to  be  one 
of  a  durable  character,  the  present  book  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended.** — Field,. 

**The  interest  and  value  of  the  volume  is  not  confined  to  curators  of  books;  the  asme 
leathers  are  used  in  upholster>-,  and  their  quality  concerns  every  well-to-do  honseholder.'*— 
Glasgow  Herald, 

**  Deserves  the  attention  of  every  one  interested  in  arresting  the  degradation  of  book- 
binding by  the  use  of  mineral  acids  in  colouring  leather,  and  by  other  trade  practices."'— 
Scotsman. 

**  This  little  volume  is  in  every  way  to  be  welcomed,  and  it  is  to  be  trusted  that  it  will 
have  the  desiderated  effect  of  influencing  public  opinion  upon  a  reform  which  has  both  an 
aesthetic  and  a  utilitarian  side.*' — Newcastle  Daily  Chronicle, 
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To  T^ublishers^  Booksellers  and 
Library  Furnishers. 

The  attention  of  Publishers,  Booksellers  and  Library  Furnishers  is  called 
to  the  advantages  of  CbC  XibratY?  HSSOCiatiOU  IRCCOtd  as  an  effcctire 
advert isini»  medium. 

The  .lournal,  which  is  published  regularly  each  month,  is  the  offlcia! 
orj^an  of  The  I-ibrary  Association,  and  circulates  in  no  fewer  than  600 
libraries  up  and  down  the  country,  as  well  as  amongst  the  more  prominent 
booU-Itners  and  collectors. 

Furnishint>.  as  it  does,  the  transactions  of  The  Library  Association,  vcjih 
notices  t)f  forthconi'iii*  meetings,  in  addition  to  library  notes  and  news  trcrr 
all  parts  uf  tht*  world,  it  is  cag-jrly  looked  for  and  scanned  each  mor.t- 
by  librarians,  beinq,  m  lact,  their  ofiicial  medium  of  intercommunication. 

Not  only  does  liio  1RcC0r&  circulate  in  the  United  Kingdom,  it  hx« 
much  widtM*  sphere  of  iniluence,  having  subscribers  in  most  of  the  Br.tis: 
Colonies,  as  well  as  in  the  principal  Countries  of  Europe. 

Our  asm  in  making  this  announcement  is  to  secure  a  representative  sc' 
of  advertisements  which  may  serve  as  a  Directory  of  Library  Furnishers, 
whether  in  fixtures,  stationery,  books  or  other  accessories.  The  advantage* 
of  such  a  medium  must  be  quite  obvious  to  all  firms  in  any  way  catering  :or 
the  library,  enabling  them,  as  it  does,  to  keep  themselves  constantly  before 
not  only  libr.n'ians,  but  members  of  Library  Committees  and  book-collectors. 

No  .idvertisement  will  be  received  which  is  not  strictly  in  keeping  wit." 
the  character  of  the  Journal. 
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Whitcomb  House, 

Whitcomb  Street, 
PALL  Mall  East.  London, 

July,  1906. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  March  1904  you  were  invited  by  us  to  assist  in 
the  movement  originated  by  the  Society  of  Arts  for  the 
standardization  of  light  leathers.  Leathers  satisfying  this 
standard  must  be  (i)  tanned  with  pure  sumach,  oak  bark,  or 
mixtures  of  the  two,  (2)  free  from  mineral  acids,  and  (3)  must 
not  be  grained  mechanically  to  imitate  other  leathers.  The 
satisfactory  response  to  our  Circular  has  enabled  us  to  carry 
out  the  programme  outlined.  The  edition  of  1,000  copies  of 
*'  Leather  for  Libraries,"  which  was  produced  at  a  cost  of 
some  £'jo,  is  nearly  exhausted,  leaving  a  small  balance  in  our 
favour,  which  it  is  proposed  to  devote  to  the  publication  of  a 
*'  Standard  Leather  Directory.'*  It  is  thought  that  this  work, 
besides  bringing  users,  vendors  and  makers  of  Standard 
Leathers  into  closer  relationship,  will  bring  into  line  with  the 
general  movement  many  in  the  trade  who  up  to  the  present 
have  stood  aloof. 

We  shall,  therefore,  be  obliged  if  you  will  fill  up  and 
return  the  annexed  sheet  to  Mrs.  Reilly,  at  the  above  address. 

Yours  faithfully, 

CYRIL    DAVENPORT. 
E.  WYNDHAM    HULME. 
J.  GORDON    PARKER. 


QUESTIONS. 


I     Are  you  using  *'  Standard  "  Leather  ? 


Answer- 


II.    Are  you  prepared  to  specify  "  Standard  "  leather  in  your  contracts  ? 


Answer... 


III.    Are  you  willing  that  the  name  of  your  institution  should  appear  in  the 
"  Standard  Leather  Directory  "  as  a  user  of  '*  Standard  "  leather  ? 


Answer.. 


IV.     What  is  your  average  expenditure  per  annum  on  bookbinding  ? 
Answer  (a)  On  Leather  Binding 


(6)  On  Cloth  or  other  material. 


V.    Do  you  repair  or  bind  books  in  a  bindery  on  the  premises  ? 


Answer 

VI.    Have  you  any  criticism  to  make  on  the  handbook,  **  Leather  for 

Libraries/'  or    any    suggestion    for    improvement  in  a  future 

edition  ? 


Answer. 


Signature. 


Name  of  Institution^ 


2'M  £(0p8ptf  JlssoctStton  Slecop6, 

i6th  JULY,  1906. 
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A  WEAK  POINT  IN  LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATION  : 
THE  ABSENCE  OF  EXACT  CLASSIFICATION 
FROM  BRITISH  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.^ 

By  Edward  McKnight,  Librarian,  Public  Library, 

Chorley, 

WHEN  a  timid  government  is  embarrassed  by  the  press- 
ing attentions  of  supporters  whose  enthusiasm  is 
only  equalled  by  their  failure  to  appreciate  the  angularities 
of  political  life,  that  government,  if  it  be  a  wise  one,  does 
not  openly  oppose  the  desires  of  its  friends.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  accepts  them  "in  principle,"  and  then  calmly 
proceeds  to  neglect  them  in  practice.  Something  like  this 
is  the  attitude  of  the  British  library  world  to  classification. 
It  accepts  the  art  as  a  principle  of  library  management,  and 
then  makes  no  effort  to  apply  it.  We  all  agree  that  classifi- 
cation is  of  great  value  in  the  library,  as  in  other  spheres 
of  usefulness.  We  all  admit,  at  least  no  one  would  think 
of  denying,  it  to  be  the  basis  of  library  organisation  and 
administration;  and,  yet,  we  do  nothing  to  show  that  we 

^  Read  at  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Library  Association,  in  London,  on 
2i8t  May,  1906. 
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have  the  slightest  faith  in  it.    It  has  been  said  a  mao 

believes  what  he  acts.     If  that  be  true  librarians  in  this 

country  do  not  believe  in  the  value  of  classification.     At  the 

meetings  of  the  Library  Association  few  subjects  are  less 

discussed,  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  literature  of  the  subject, 

young  librarians  and  assistant  librarians  would  have  little 

opportunity  of  realising  its  worth.    Take  my  own  experience, 

for  the  sake  of  example.     It  has  been  my  privilege  to  attend 

every  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Library  Association,  and  every 

Meeting  of  the  North- Western  Branch  since  the  year  1^99, 

and  I  have  noticed  we  rarely  get  the  opportunity  of  hearing^ 

a  paper  or  a  discussion  on  that  part  of  librarianship  which 

the  President  of  the  American   Library  Association   has 

described  as  the  "  highest  function  of  the  librarian's  work, 

calling  into   play  every  faculty  and  every  attainment   of 

knowledge — the  acme  of  bibliothecal  work".*     One  more 

personal  experience,  which  is  mentioned  only  because  it  is 

suggestive,  and  supports  my  argument  that  classification  is 

not  a  popular  subject  in  this  country.     Undoubtedly  the 

best  book  on  classification  is  one  by  Mr.  E.  C.  Richardson, 

Librarian  of  Princeton  University,  and   President   of  the 

American   Library  Association.    Two  or  three  years   ago 

when  preparing  for  the  Library  Association  Examination  I 

could  not  find  the  book  in  three  of  the  largest  libraries  in  the 

country,  and,  more  suggestive  still,  it  was  not  in  the  Library 

Association  Library,  although  it  had  been  recommended  in 

the  examination  syllabus ! 

This  apparent  indifference  of  the  Library  Association 
to  classification  is  neither  creditable  nor  dignified.  The 
principles  of  cataloguing,  which  are  based  on  the  art  of 
classification,  besides  being  very  generally  and  very  ex- 
cellently applied  in  even  the  poorest  of  library  districts, 
receive  a  commendable  share  of  attention  from  the  Library 
Association.  We  are  not  told  then  we  are  whipping  a  dead 
horse.  Other  subjects  connected  with  library  work  are 
introduced  frequently  at  our  gatherings,  while  topics  not  so 

^  Richardson  (Ernest  Gushing),  Classification :   Theoretical  and  Practical^ 
1901.  New  York,  p.  88. 
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much  related  and  certainly  less  important  than  ''  the  acme 
of  bibliothecal  work  "  receive  special  attention.  Classifica* 
tion,  the  basis  of  library  organisation,  alone  is  shut  out,  and 
only  occasionally  does  it  get  a  chance  of  admittance.  What 
is  the  cause  of  this  neglect  ?  Evidently  there  is  a  belief  in 
some  quarters  that  it  is  too  late  in  the  day  to  discuss  the 
subject.  It  is  urged  that  the  principle  has  been  accepted, 
and  it  is  useless  to  argue  the  point  now.  This  point  of  view 
if  agreed  to  would  destroy  most  of  the  organisations  that 
influence  life.  An  explanation  and  a  justification  of  it  could 
only  be  found  in  some  proof  that  libraries  generally  are 
efficiently  classified.  For,  surely,  unless  the  majority  of 
libraries  are  efficiently  classified  there  is  every  need  for  keep- 
ing the  subject  before  librarians,  emphasising  its  usefulness, 
and  reiterating  its  value  to  library  organisation.  This  is 
the  spirit  that  keeps  alive  all  moral  and  religious  agencies 
that  are  worth  continued  existence.  Are  libraries  efficiently 
classified?  What  are  the  facts?  Mr.  Richardson  in  the 
book  I  have  mentioned  says :  "  The  librarian  can  no  more 
afford  to  ignore  the  question  of  the  real  scientific  order  in 
arranging  his  books  than  the  professor  of  mineralogy  in 
arranging  his  specimens**.  Mr.  Richardson  might  have 
added,  **  if  the  librarian  wishes  his  library  to  reach  the 
highest  point  of  usefulness". 

As  a  matter  of  fact  English  public  libraries  do  ignore 
the  real  scientific  order  in  the  arrangement  of  books,  and 
for  evidence  of  this  reference  should  be  made  to  the  British 
Library  Yearbook  for  1900-1,  in  the  section  headed  "British 
Municipal  Libraries  **.  The  book  is  about  five  years  old, 
but  visits  to  a  large  number  of  libraries  lead  one  to  think 
that  only  in  a  small  number  of  cases  have  the  conditions  to 
which  I  am  about  to  refer  been  changed.  In  the  particulars 
of  library  administration  one  is  informed  that  the  classifica- 
tion in  almost  every  lending  library  in  the  British  Isles  is 
**  numerical  in  main  classes " ;  only  in  a  few  instances  is 
there  any  systematic  classification.  It  is  wearisome  to  look 
through  page  after  page  and  find  the  classification  given 
again  and  again  *'  numerical  in  main  classes ".  I  did  not 
trouble  to  obtain  the  percentages ;  it  is  not  necessary  to  do 


2g2  The  Library  Association  Record. 

80.  Those  who  know  the  book  will  not  question  the  asser- 
tion that  close  classification  does  not  exist  in  the  large 
majority  of  British  public  libraries.  Mr.  Bond's  investiga- 
tions bear  out  the  preceding  remarks.  In  the  paper  read 
to  the  St.  Louis  Conference  he  said,  "  classification  and  the 
indicator  do  not  flourish  together ".  As  the  indicator  is  in 
very  general  use  the  inference  is  obviouis.  Lest  it  should 
be  thought  that  the  popular  system,  viz.,  ^*  numerical  in  main 
classes/'  is  a  satisfactory  one»  it  will  be  well  to  give  particulars^ 
if  only  for  the  sake  of  completeness.  In  it  books  are  divided 
into  main  classes,  something  like  the  following :  A.  Theology 
and  Philosophy;  B.  History  and  Biography;  C.  Voyages 
and  Travels;  D.  Law  and  Politics;  E.  Science  and  Art; 
F.  Fiction ;  G.  General.  There  is,  of  course,  no  further 
subdivision,  and  the  system  is  little  better  than  a  purely 
numerical  arrangement.  It  is  a  hotch-potch  method  after 
all,  and  to  dignify  it  by  the  name  of  classification  is  absurd. 
Mr.  Brown  says  of  it :  ''A  more  chaotic  and  unbusiness-like 
arrangement  probably  does  not  exist  anywhere,  in  any  de- 
partment of  life,  than  a  numerically  arranged  English  public 
library  on  the  plan  just  described.  It  is  a  mere  wilderness 
of  books  dumped  down  on  the  shelves  without  regard  to 
topic,  relationship,  or  even  an  elementary  idea  of  order  or 
consistency,  and  the  only  parallels  to  its  unorganised  con- 
fusion of  which  we  can  think  are  the  heterogeneous  contents 
of  a  dustbin  or  a  marine  store.**  ^ 

That  such  a  state  of  things  should  exist  in  the  most  im- 
portant department  of  the  public  library,  in  the  department 
that  is  most  used  and  exercises  the  widest  influence,  is  re- 
markable indeed,  and  one  looks  with  eagerness  to  any  sign 
of  change.  Fortunately  there  is  one  bright  spot,  wz.,  the 
open-access  library,  which  is  closely  classified  and,  through 
it,  is  exercising  considerable  influence  on  the  administration 
of  libraries  generally.  A  wag  would  hint  that  the  open- 
access  libraries  have  to  be  classified  because  the  public  are 
admitted  to  the  shelves;  if  they  were  not  the  librarians, 
would  be  found  out !     To  an  outsider  it  must  appear  curious 

'  Brown  (Jas.  Duflf),  Manual  of  Library  Economy,  1903,  pp,  244,  245, 
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that  librarians,  whose  trained  minds  should  make  them  more 
exacting,  are  satisfied  themselves  with  the  numerical  ar- 
rangement in  main  classes,  while  they  cannot  offer  the 
public  access  to  the  shelves  of  a  library  arranged  on  a 
similar  system. 

The  indicator  libraries  are  very  different  from  the  open- 
access  libraries  in  respect  to  this  question,  and  yet  from  the 
point  of  view  of  capacity  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should 
be  so.     "  There  is  no  antagonism  between  the  indicator  and 
classification,"  says  Mr.  Jast,  and  as  one  who  has  charge  of 
a  library  using  an  indicator,  with  the  Dewey  Decimal  system 
on  the  shelves,  I  strongly  bear  out  that  statement,  and  take 
exception  to  the  view  expressed  in  the  paper  read  to  the  St. 
Louis  Conference,  which  says :  **  No  satisfactory  method,  one 
which  is  not  too  involved  and  cumbersome,  has  yet  been  de- 
vised, whereby  the  indicator  may  be  worked  in  conjunction 
with  close  classification  on  the  shelves.     Elasticity  and  lati- 
tude on  the  shelves  are  an  essential  part  of  any  scheme  of 
close  classification,  and  of  elasticity  the  ordinary  indicator 
has  none."     That  expression  of  opinion  is  not  in  accordance 
with  the  experience  of  those  who  have  worked  such  a  system. 
There  are  several  public  libraries  in  this  country,  amongst 
them  being  Chorley,  Peterborough  and  Shoreditch,  that  use 
the  indicator  and  have  close  classification  on  the  shelves, 
and  they  find  it  neither  involved  nor  cumbersome.    Further, 
they  obtain  quite  as  much  elasticity  and  latitude  as  can  be 
secured  in  libraries  not  using  the  indicator. 

In  the  case  of  Chorley  the  results  are  obtained  in  this 
way.  The  books  are  classified  on  the  shelves  according  to 
the  Dewey  system.  The  classification  is  used  generally  to 
three  figures.  Certain  exceptions  are  'made  to  this  where 
advisable,  as  in  the  case  of  English  history,  or  Lancashire 
history  and  topography.  But  as  far  as  possible  points  are 
dispensed  with.  Guides  are  used  as  in  the  case  of  open- 
access  libraries.  We  print  our  own  topic  labels  and  fasten 
them  to  the  shelves  by  the  xylonite  label-holders.  The  class 
number  and  the  accession  number  are  both  used  on  the  book 
labels.  The  accession  number  acts  as  the  indicator  number 
and  the  indicator  book  contains  the   class  number.    The 
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method  of  working  is  as  follows :  A  borrower  applies  for 
say  book  No.  5932.  The  assistant  takes  the  indicator 
book  and  finds  written  inside  "840  Rousseau  by  John 
Morley  ".  He  goes  to  shelf  840— French  Literary  History — 
and  finds  the  book  under  the  author^s  name.  Another 
method  is  to  arrange  the  books,  after  they  have  been 
divided  into  classes,  in  numerical  order,  that  is  according  to 
the  accession  number.  In  that  case  the  assistant,  instead 
of  looking  in  840  for  Morley's  Rousseau^  would  look  for 
840  (the  class  number)  and  then  5932  (the  book  number). 
Personally  I  prefer  the  former  method.  It  is  quite  as  simple 
as  the  latter,  and  it  is  always  advisable  to  keep  the  book 
itself  rather  than  its  number  in  the  mind  of  the  assistant. 
This  description  sounds  cumbersome  as  one  reads  it,  and 
I  expect  will  give  the  listener  an  unfavourable  impression. 
Really,  it  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  It  works  smoothly  and 
freely,  and  is  preferred  by  the  assistants  to  the  old  numerical 
system.  It  would  be  of  no  avail  to  deny  that  it  is  not  so 
easy  for  a  new  assistant,  with  no  knowledge  of  library  work, 
to  find  books  in  this  way.  But  new  assistants  are  troubled 
to  find  books  arranged  in  numerical  order,  and  the  differ- 
ence in  the  time  it  takes  to  learn  the  system  is  not  so  much 
as  to  be  considered  a  serious  objection.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  are  decided  advantages.  The  new  assistant  better 
understands  the  books  in  the  library  and  their  relation  to 
each  other,  and  therefore  sooner  becomes  efficient  and  useful 
to  the  librarian  and  the  public.  Whilst  speaking  of  assist- 
ants one  more  point  is  worth  mentioning,  and  that  in  con- 
nection with  the  plea  for  uniformity  in  classification,  not 
referred  to  in  the  paper  read  to  the  February  Meeting.  In 
these  days  assistants  move  from  library  to  library  oftener 
than  they  did  formerly,  and  if  a  uniform  system  of  classifi- 
cation could  be  arranged,  assistants  going  from  one  post  to 
another  should  be  as  useful  immediately  in  their  new  spheres 
as  they  were  in  the  old.  An  assistant  can  learn  as  much  in 
a  classified  library  in  as  many  days  as  it  would  take  months 
to  learn  where  there  is  no  systematic  arrangement.  These 
details  are  not  unimportant  when  we  remember  that  the 
number  of  readers  who  consult  the  staff  on  the  choice  of 
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books  is  on  the  increase.  There  is  an  inducement  to  offer 
help,  when  it  is  not  too  difficult  to  provide  it,  when  an 
assistant  can  go  to  one  place  on  the  shelf  for  an  armful  of 
books  on  a  special  subject,  and  place  them  before  the  seeker, 
instead  of  running  all  over  the  department,  which,  besides 
being  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  is  a  great  waste  of  time  and 
should  not  happen  in  a  well-managed  institution.  Another 
advantage  is  equally  obvious.  Most  libraries  issue  select  lists 
of  books,  and  some  go  to  the  trouble  to  supply  any  reader 
who  applies  for  it  with  a  list  of  books  on  a  specified  subject. 
Under  a  classified  system  such  lists  can  be  rapidly  and 
completely  compiled.  An  advantage  that  will  appeal  with 
varying  force  to  different  minds  is  that  a  closely  classified 
library  can  be  turned  into  an  open-access  library  at  a 
moment's  notice  if  it  is  found  that  the  change  is  desired  by 
the  Committee  or  the  public. 

However,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  describe  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  exact  classification  now.  No  doubt  they  are 
well  known  to  you.  It  has  been  my  desire  to  raise  the 
general  question  of  classification,  to  point  out  its  absence 
from  British  public  libraries,  and  to  suggest  that  such  a 
condition  of  affairs  ought  speedily  to  be  changed.  Evidently 
one  of  our  important  Committees  thought  so  too,  not  a  very 
long  time  ago.  In  the  first  report  of  the  Committee  on 
"Public  Education  and  Public  Libraries"  appeared  a  re- 
commendation that  all  public  libraries  should  be  systematic- 
ally classified.  That  is  to  say,  the  Committee  thought  it 
necessary  to  public  education  that  all  libraries  should  be 
so  arranged.  Unfortunately  that  recommendation  did  not 
appear  in  the  final  report.  The  present  writer,  along  with 
others,  will  look  for  its  reappearance  in  another  place,  in 
the  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Library  Association  on 
classification.  There  is  great  need  for  inquiry  and  examina- 
tion, and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  such  an  inquiry  should 
have  preceded  the  Committee  on  Public  Education.  Obvi- 
ously it  is  our  duty  to  attain  the  highest  efficiency  in  our  own 
work  before  discussing  our  relation  to  other  movements. 


NEWSPAPERS.^ 

By  Arnold  G.  Burt,  Librarian,  Public  Libraries, 
Handsworth. 

AN  Englishman's  right  is  to  grumble,  at  least,  so  it  is 
said.  Whether  true  or  not,  few  would  fail  to  exercise 
that  right  if  that  indispensable  adjunct  to  breakfast — the 
newspaper — were  missing.  It  is  so  usual  that  it  has  ceased 
to  appear  extraordinary  to  read  of  the  happenings  of  any 
importance  during  the  preceding  twenty-four  hours  upon  any 
portion  of  the  globe.  The  newspaper  has  indeed  become  a 
necessary  portion  of  our  lives ;  our  craving  is  such,  either 
for  news,  or  information,  or  else  for  purposes  of  business, 
that  we  wonder  how  our  forefathers  existed — that  seems  to 
be  the  word — when  no  such  things  were. 

Take  one  of  our  leading  daily  papers.  What  do  we  find  ? 
Leading  articles:  the  conclusions  of  men,  often  of  high 
scholastic  attainments,  or  of  men  who  have  devoted  special 
study  to  the  subject,  treating  upon  and  often  -^summarising 
the  whole,  or  a  phase,  of  the  questions  that  for  the  time 
being  happen  to  be  of  paramount  importance;  Parliamen- 
tary debates,  finished  perhaps  in  the  **  wee  sma'  hours," 
wherein  the  speeches  of  our  premier  politicians  are  dealt 
with  very  fully,  whilst  the  pith,  if  any,  of  the  outpourings  of 
the  lesser  lights  is  epitomised  within  a  line  or  two ;  a  review 
of  last  night's  play,  and  of  yesterday's  book ;  the  discovery 
of  a  cure  for  consumption  ;  special  telegrams  from  the  seat 
of  war  as  well  as  from  the  peace  delegates ;  quotations  from 
the  world's  money  markets;  the  latest  court  intelligence, 
and  the  investigations  of  **  Our  Charity  Commissioner"  in 

^  Paper  read  before  the  Birmingham  and  District  Library  Association,  27th 
September,  1905. 
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the  East  End;  shipping  intelligence;  the  grievances — or 
shall  I  say  vapourings — under  Correspondence ;  the  meteoro^ 
logical  report  of  yesterday,  and  a  forecast  of  to-day;  the 
murder  at  Plymouth,  the  wedding  at  John  o'  Groats. 
Nothing  seems  missed,  and  we  feel  surprised  and  somewhat 
hurt  to  find  that  the  fact  of  our  losing  a  threepenny  piece 
yesterday  hasn't  reached  the  editor's  ears  somehow. 

All  this,  together  with  a  thousand  other  items  enclosed 
within  the  covers  of  one  paper,  gives  evidence  of  what  a  vast 
news-gathering  organisation  each  paper  must  be.  From  the 
humble  broadsheet  relating  the  most  meagre  intelligence 
without  note  or  comment,  the  newspaper  has  developed  stage 
by  stage  into  one  of  the  most  important  features  of  our 
social  economy,  diffusing  information  upon  every  conceivable 
subject,  moulding  public  thought  and  opinion,  but  more 
especially  influential  in  its  great  political  interests. 

The  influence  of  the  newspaper  has  not  always  been 
exerted  for  the  public  weal ;  upon  occasions  they  have  been 
used  as  the  tools  of  unscrupulous  financiers  and  politicians, 
but  not  of  late  years.  Many  of  our  papers,  however,  give 
evidence  of  a  retrogressive  tendency.  Several  editors,  ap- 
parently keeping  their  eye  too  much  upon  the  circulation 
thermometer,  concentrate  their  energies  upon  supplying 
what  they  think  the  public  or  their  proprietors  will  like, 
rather  than  on  voicing  their  own  convictions  or  conclusions. 
This  may  be  business,  but  it  is  not  worthy  of  the  **  Fourth 
Estate  ". 

The  earliest  approach  to  the  newspaper  was  the  Acta 
Diurna  or  Acta  Publica,  issued  in  Rome  from  the  year  B.C. 
691  until  the  downfall  of  the  Western  Empire.  It  was 
issued  by  the  Government,  and  drawn  up  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  censors  and  magistrates  by  oflicers  called 
Actuarii.  They  were,  in  reality,  periodical  notices  of  current 
events  rather  than  newspapers,  and  their  publication  con- 
sisted in  posting  them  in  prominent  places  within  the  city. 
China  can  claim  the  first  newspaper  proper — the  Peking 
Gazette — first  issued  early  in  the  tenth  century,  but  it  has 
only  been  issued  regularly  since  1350.  In  modem  Europe 
the  earliest  sheets  of  intelligence  appeared  in  Venice  during 


2gS  The  Library  Association  Record. 

the  latter  half  of  the  fifteenth  century,  whilst  some  of  the 
same  period  are  traceable  to  Germany  and  Austria.  They 
appeared  generally  in  the  form  of  a  letter,  hence  news- 
letters, and  contained  accounts  of  the  progress  of  the  various 
campaigns,  the  discovery  of  America,  and  other  notable 
events  of  the  period.  The  most  important  of  the  r^^lar 
early  papers  was  issued  monthly  by  the  Venetian  Govern* 
ment  early  in  the  seventeenth  century — the  Gazxetta  of 
Venice.  It  was  issued  in  manuscript,  and  copies  were  to 
be  seen  in  various  public  places  on  payment  of  a  gazxetta^ 
whence  the  name  Gazette. 

The  first  newspaper  proper  was  published  in  Germany 
(Frankfort)  in  1615,  named  the  Frankfurter  JoumaL  Antwerp 
claims  priority  with  the  Nieuwe  Tijdinghe,  said  to  have 
appeared  in  1605 ;  but  this  is  not  authenticated,  as  no  copy 
exists  anterior  to  1616.  Although  many  news  pamphlets 
were  issued  in  England  in  the  sixteenth  century,  no  genuine 
periodical  publication  appeared  until  1622,  when  Nathaniel 
Butter,  Nicholas  Bourne  and  Thomas  Archer  produced  the 
Weekly  Newes.  It  is  doubtful  whether  Butter  collaborated 
with  the  first  numbers,  but  he  was  the  prime  factor  in  the 
publication  of  the  subsequent  issues. 

Extraordinary  gazettes  entitled  the  English  Mercury  are 
said  to  have  been  published  in  England  under  the  authority 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  in  1588,  the  period  of  the  Armada,  but 
the  specimens  preserved  in  the  British  Museum,  so  long- 
regarded  as  authentic,  proved  to  be  forgeries  executed  about 
1766. 

The  first  French  paper,  the  Gazette  de  France,  produced  in 
1631,  which  was  a  much  more  ambitious  and  far-reaching 
publication  than  any  of  its  predecessors,  appeared  under  the 
patronage  of  Richelieu.  It  contained  a  number  of  contribu- 
tions from  his  pen,  but  was  much  restricted  by  the  limitations 
marked  out  by  him. 

More  than  one  hundred  different  papers  appeared  during 
the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  and  many  more  from  the  date  of  hia 
execution,  in  1649,  ^o  ^he  Restoration.  These,  however, 
scarcely  deserved  the  name  of  newspaper;  they  were 
avowedly  partisan  sheets,  either  Royalist  or  Parliamen- 
tarian, and  so,  faithfully  lashed  one  another  to  death. 
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In  1655  Sir  Roger  L'Estrange  established  the  Public 
Intelligencer^  a  great  advance  upon  previous  English  efforts, 
the  only  one  so  far  which  could  properly  be  considered  a 
purveyor  of  general  information.  This  together  with  the 
Mercurius  Politicus,  both  semi-official  papers,  were  amalga- 
mated and,  in  1665,  formed  the  London  Gazette.  Owing  to  the 
Great  Plague  the  Court  was  temporarily  located  at  Oxford, 
and  the  first  twenty-three  numbers  were  issued  from  that 
city  and  called  the  Oxford  Gazette,  the  name  being  changed 
to  London  Gazette  when  transferred  to  the  Metropolis. 
L'Estrange  some  years  later  founded  a  second  paper,  The 
Observator.  He  experienced  great  difficulty  in  filling  it,  so 
much  so  that  his  publisher  suggested  supplementing  the 
dearth  of  news  by  passages  from  the  Bible.  Biblical  extracts 
actually  have  appeared  in  some  of  our  provincial  papers  in 
the  early  part  of  last  century,  as  have  portions  of  Shake- 
speare's works,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  con- 
ditions then  were  vastly  different  from  what  they  now  are. 

The  doyen  of  provincial  papers  is  undoubtedly  Berrow's 
Worcester  Journal,  issued  in  1690.  It  claims  to  be  the  oldest 
newspaper  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  as  the  only  senior 
one  is  the  London  Gazette,  which  is  not  a  newspaper  in  the 
strict  sense  of  the  word,  its  claims  cannot  be  refuted.  The 
first  Scotch  paper,  the  Mercurius  Caledonius,  commenced  in 
1660,  but  as  only  ten  numbers  were  issued  the  Edinburgh 
Gazette,  1699,  framed  upon  the  lines  of  the  Londofi  Gazette, 
must  be  considered  the  father  of  Scotch  papers.  Ireland's 
first  paper  was  the  Dublin  News  Letter,  founded  in  1685,  but 
the  oldest  existing  newspaper  is  the  Freeman^s  Journal,  started 
as  the  Public  Register  some  seventy-eight  years  later.  The 
pioneer  of  the  London  daily  papers,  the  Postboy,  issued  in 
1695,  proved  a  failure,  the  first  successful  one  being  the 
Daily  Courant  which  dates  from  1702. 

From  that  date  onward  the  number  of  papers  increased 
rapidly,  the  principal  ones  being  the  London  Daily  Post, 
established  in  1726,  celebrated  for  being  the  medium  in  which 
Junius's  letters  first  appeared ;  the  St.  James's  Chronicle,  an 
amalgamation  of  the  St.  James's  Post  and  the  St.  James's 
Evening  Post,  both  started  in  1715.     The  Morning  Post  com- 
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menced  in  1772 ;  The  Times^  first  known  as  the  London  Daily 
Universal  Register^  in  1785.  The  Observer  and  The  Courier^ 
for  long  the  leading  paper,  both  date  from  1827.  The  Daily 
News  commenced  with  Charles  Dickens  as  editor,  in  1846, 
whilst  the  Daily  Telegraph  dates  from  1855.  The  Daily 
Graphic,  the  first  illustrated  daily,  appeared  in  1890 ;  the  first 
halfpenny  morning  paper,  the  Daily  Mail,  was  founded  in 
1896,  and  the  Daily  Mirror,  the  first  daily  paper  issued  ex- 
pressly for  women,  did  not  appear  until  November,  1903. 

Newspaper  progress  has  from  time  to  time  been  seriously 
hampered  by  the  enactions  of  the  Government,  notably  in 
the  Stuart  and  Georgian  eras.  In  1680  Charles  II.  issued 
a  decree,  abolished  in  1695,  prohibiting  the  publication  of 
all  but  official  newspapers.  Any  person  might  print  at  his 
own  risk  a  sermon,  a  history  or  a  poem,  but  this  liberty  did 
not  extend  to  news  matter,  especially  political  news.  The 
stamp  tax,  which  rose  from  one  halfpenny  per  sheet  in  1712 
to  fourpence  per  sheet  in  1815,  was  not  abolished  until 
1855;  the  advertisement  tax,  abolished  in  1853,  the  paper 
duty,  abolished  in  1861,  each  added  their  quota  to  the  burden 
of  newspapers,  whilst  the  reign  of  George  III.  was  one  long 
persecution  of  journalists.  Despite  these  persecutions  and 
the  (Jifficulties  of  our  earlier  journals  to  acquire  information, 
the  history  of  journalism  from  the  fifteenth  century  to  to-day 
is  a  history  of  progress,  uneven,  it  is  true,  but  nevertheless 
progress,  that  now  the  influence  of  the  newspaper  must  be 
considered  in  every  movement,  and  its  power  is  such  that  it 
has  been  called  the  fourth  estate  of  the  realm. 

It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed  that  newspapers  have 
reached  a  stage  when  development  can  no  longer  be  antici- 
pated, as  scarcely  a  week  passes  but  that  some  addition  is 
made  to  existing  papers  or  else  to  their  number.  Mr.  Stead, 
as  have  a  few  others,  has  an  idea  that  an  endowed  newspaper, 
absolutely  above  partiality  and  bias,  is  as  indispensable  an 
adjunct  to  civilisation  as  the  endowed  university.  Each 
section  should  be  endowed  ;  science,  industry,  philanthropy, 
sport,  in  fact,  every  department  of  human  activity  should 
have  its  chair  in  connection  with  this  newspaper.  Whether 
this  is  within  the  range  of  practical  politics  I  cannot  say. 
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Journalism  is  a  branch  of  literature  apart,  with  rules  and 
methods  of  its  own,  but  considering  its  sphere  and  influence 
perhaps  a  journalistic  chair  in  one  or  each  of  our  universities 
is  not  an  impossibility. 

Should  not  a  protest  be  made  against  what,  for  want  of  a 
milder  term,  I  will  call  '*  evasions  of  fact  "  ?  Why  call  the 
edition  of  an  evening  paper  issued  about  10.30  or  eleven 
o'clock  the  **  noon  edition  "  ?  the  one  issued  shortly  after 
four  the  **  five  o'clock  '*  ?  whilst  the  6.30  and  7.30  editions 
can  always  be  obtained  quite  half  an  hour,  often  more,  before 
those  times.  It  deceives  nobody,  the  people  see  through  the 
transparency ;  they  know  the  6.30  edition  was  issued  at  six 
o'clock,  so  why  not  tell  the  truth  and  call  it  the  "  six  o'clock 
edition"?  But  there!  I  suppose  such  things  could  never 
be,  or  a  newspaper  would  perhaps  be  called  a  newspaper, 
call  it  a  "  Post,"  a  *'  Herald,"  a  "  World,"  what  you  will, 
anything  but  what  it  is — a  newspaper. 

Professor  Jenkinson,  speaking  at  Cambridge,  was  of 
opinion  that  some  limit  should  be  placed  upon  the  inferiority 
of  the  paper  used  in  the  production  of  books.  Doubtless  we 
entirely  agree  with  him  and  think  this  remark  should  be  ap- 
plied also  to  newspapers.  Some  of  course  are  above  reproach 
in  this  respect,  but  many  are  not,  whilst  some,  possibly  in 
their  endeavour  to  provide  a  distinctive  colour,  forget  the 
principles  of  optics  and  provide  some  terrible  nerve  irritators. 
This  tendency,  however,  except  for  special  editions,  is  now 
disappearing. 

One  word  more,  and  that  upon  newspapers  in  relation  to 
public  libraries.  At  the  Conference  of  the  Library  Associa- 
tion held  at  Cambridge  last  month,  one  of  the  items  for  dis- 
cussion was  entitled  '*  Newsrooms :  Are  they  Desirable  ?  '* 
This  title  was  somewhat  misleading  as  to  the  lines  upon 
which  the  discussion  was  intended  to  run,  but  nevertheless 
was  indicative  of  the  actual  discussion.  To  my  mind  such 
a  discussion  can  only  prove  futile.  Who  would  think  of 
abolishing  newsrooms  ?  But  even  if  they  went  so  far,  what 
authority  would  dare  apply  it  ?  There  can  be  no  question 
as  to  the  utility  of  a  well-equipped  and  well-arranged  news- 
room ;  and  can  such  a  vast  organisation  as  the  newspaper. 
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giving  as  it  does  the  latest  developments  and  discoveries  in 
the  industries,  the  sciences,  history  and  literature,  be  ignored  ? 
Papers  are  educational,  and  no  professional  man  can  afford 
to  neglect  them.  A  discussion  of  far  more  worth  would  be 
*'  How  can  the  Newsroom  be  Made  to  Yield  its  Full  Value  ?  " 
With  so  much  good  matter  and  so  large  a  field  of  choice, 
it  is  in  selection  that  the  librarian's  work  commences  and 
the  usefulness  of  consultation  becomes  apparent  The  City 
Librarian  of  Glasgow  advocates  the  provision  of  papers 
published  in  all  large  towns — no  doubt  desirable,  but  is  it 
practicable?  Is  the  average  library  rate  and  the  average 
newsroom  elastic  enough  to  pay  for  them  and  accommodate 
them  when  paid  for?  With  so  many  calls  upon  the 
libraries  rate  the  difficulty  lies  in  the  limitation,  and  the 
whole  question  resolves  itself  into  what  you  can  afford  and 
what  you  can  accommodate,  whilst  what  you  provide  is  to 
a  great  extent  a  question  of  locality,  dependent  entirely  upon 
the  needs,  the  character  and  the  industries  of  the  inhabitants. 


IRELAND  AND  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES,* 
By  T.  W.  Lystbr,  M.A^  Librarian,  National  Library  op  Irbland. 

[We  reprint  the  following  extract  from  a  lecture  delivered  in  the 
past  winter  in  Ireland.  Our  readers  will  feel  a  pleasure  in  noting  that 
the  deficiency  in  books  for  public  use  described  in  the  lecture  is  in  the 
way  to  be  remedied  through  the  activity  of  the  CumantMia-Leahharlann  ; 
the  new  Irish  Library  Association  whose  Journal  we  review  on  page 
326.  It  may  be  noted  that  the  District  Council  of  Ireland  corresponds 
with  the  Parish  Council  of  England  and  Scotland.] 

THE  busy  librarian,  even  were  he  well  endowed  for  teaching  by 
nature,  must,  on  the  whole,  be  content  himself  to  stand  aside, 
must  find  his  pride  in  letting  others  teach.  He  will  feel  that  he 
may  be  silent  in  person,  if  through  the  agency  of  his  daily  work  the 
voices  of  the  good  and  the  wise  of  all  ages  and  climes  can  reach  his 
fellowmen.  The  history  in  detail  of  the  great  public  library  movement 
in  both  England  and  America  in  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century  is  very  interesting,  but  it  cannot  be  dwelt  on  here.  Nor  can 
we  here  dwell  on  the  glimpses  of  semi-public  library  in  Ireland  in  the 
distant  past,  nor  the  library  stirrings  in  the  Ireland  of  the  eighteenth 
century  and  the  early  nineteenth.  Let  us  briefly  note  that  in  1855  was 
passed  the  first  really  significant  Library  Act  for  Ireland  by  which 
Town  Councils  in  Ireland  might  levy  a  penny  in  the  pound  for  library 
purposes.  Passing  over  everything  of  lesser  importance,  we  notice  that 
an  Act  of  1894  improved  the  working  of  this  Act  (though  still  only  Town 
Councils  had  any  powers).  In  1902  we  come  to  an  immensely  important 
Act,  by  which  the  power  of  levying  the  library  rate  was  extended  to  the 
Rural  District  Councils  created  by  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1898. 
The  first  Irish  city  to  adopt  the  Act  of  1855  ^^s  Cork.  It  did  so  in 
1855.  But  Cork  did  not  at  that  time  open  a  public  library.  It  applied  the 
proceeds  of  a  halfpenny  in  the  pound  to  the  maintenance  of  its  admirable 
School  of  Art,  while  in  1877  the  Corporation  levied  the  other  halfpenny 
and  applied  it  to  provide  funds  in  aid  of  the  School  of  Music  In  the  year 
1892,  however,  steps  were  taken  to  establish  a  public  library  in  Cork, 
and  this  most  valuable  institution  opened  in  1893,  under  the  able  librarian, 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  who  is  still  in  the  public  service  of  Cork.  The  Corpora- 
tion were  enabled  to  open  the  library  by  levying  a  rate  under  the  Tech- 
nical Instruction  Act  of  1889,  which,  being  applied  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  School  of  Music  and  Art,  left  a  halfpenny  library  rate  free  for  the  Pub- 


^  Extract  from  a  lecture  delivered  before  the  Cork  Literary  and  Scientific 
Society,  15th  February,  1906. 
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lie  Library.    The  halfpenny  rate  allotted  to  the  library  was  increased  to 
three-farthings  in  1895.    In  1905 — ^ten  years  later — came  a  great  event — 
the  opening  of  the  Carnegie  Library.    Dundalk  adopted  the  Act  in  1856,  and 
applied  the  rate  in  the  maintenance  of  a  little  library  and  reading-room, 
which  was  opened  in  1858.    Thus,  Dundalk  was  the  first  town  in  Ireland 
which  actually  levied  and  applied  to  librarv  purposes  the  library  rate. 
In  1884  two  municipal  libraries  were  opened  in  Dublin ;  Belfast  opened 
its  library  in  1888 ;  Limerick  in  1893,  the  same  year  as  Cork  ;  Waterford 
in  1896,  and  other  towns  and  townships  have  followed.     The  penny  rate 
produces  very  small  sums  in  our  little  Irish  towns,  and  this  partly 
answers  the  inquiry  why  the  public  library  movement,  now  quickenins^ 
has,  until  lately,  been  slow  in  Ireland.     Many  of  us  think  that  the  limit 
ought  to  be  raised  to  twopence  or  threepence.    Indeed,  ^^hy  should 
there  be  any  limitation  but  the  good  sense  of  the  citizen  ?     At  least,  it 
is  hard  to  say  why  education  alone  should  be  limited  !    A  Town  Council 
may  levy  rates  for  all  other  purposes  as  it  sees  fit.    Passing  from  this, 
there  was.  until  the  memorable  year  1902,  another  important  reason  for 
discontent.     Until  that  year  there  was  no  agency  through  which  the 
country  parts  of  Ireland  could  obtain  books  by  public  expenditure.    The 
Act  of"^  1902  gave  to  the  District  Councils  of  Ireland  this  momentous 
power,  the  power  to  levy  and  apply  a  library  rate,  limited  to  one  penny 
m  the  pound.    The  Metropolitan  county  of  Ireland  has  led  the  way. 

In  February  of  1906  it  can  be  stated  that  of  its  four  District  Councils 
three  have  voted  the  full  penny  rate,  and  have  taken  steps  towards 
establishing  between  fifteen  and  twenty  little  library  halls.  The  other 
district,  Rathdrum,  voted  a  halfpenny  rate  a  couple  of  years  ago,  but,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  has  not  proceeded  to  either  action  or  resolve  besides. 
Though,  as  a  county,  Dublin  has  led  the  way,  there  is  one  District 
Council  outside  the  County  Dublin  which  is  in  advance  of  all  others  in 
Ireland.  The  Rathkeale  District  Council  was  the  first  to  levy  a  rate, 
only  a  halfpenny,  unfortunately,  and  for  a  few  years  has  been  circulat- 
ing useful,  pleasant  and  profitable  books.  It  possesses  more  than  600 
volumes,  and  has  issued  a  catalogue  in  broadside.  The  Rathkeale 
District  Council  has  been  granted  ^^^,800  for  building  nine  little  library 
halls  by  Mr.  Carnegie,  whose  wonderful  generosity  is  well  known  to 
us  all.  I  will  wind  up  this  part  of  mv  address  by  saying  that  I  think 
about  twenty  Rural  District  Councils  have  resolved  to  adopt  the  Act  of 
1902,  and  three  of  these  are  in  County  Cork,  three  in  Kerry,  two  in 
Limerick,  so  that  Munster,  if  the  Metropolitan  county  be  deducted,  has 
an  extraordinarily  creditable  position  in  this  matter  in  Ireland.  But 
what  is  the  final  good  of  all  the  dreary  technique  about  rates,  and 
adoption  of  Acts,  and  Rural  Councils,  and  Urban  Councils  ?  What  can 
public  libraries  do  for  Ireland  ?  What  pleasure  ?  What  profit  is  in 
them  ?  Why  should  we  desire  to  see  them  established  ?  I  venture  to 
begin  my  answer  to  these  questions  with  a  quotation  from  a  very  great 
man,  from  the  Italian,  Antonio  Panizzi,  whose  genius  in  the  'thirties 
and  'forties  of  the  nineteenth  century  gave  to  the  Library  of  the  British 
Museum  that  impetus  which  makes  it,  on  the  whole,  the  greatest  in  the 
world.  It  was  far  back  (in  1836)  before  the  great  wave  ofpublic  library 
reform  had  gathered  power,  in  the  old  "high-and-dry''  period  of  library 
theory,  that,  being  examined  before  the  Commission  of  1836  on  the 
British  Museum,  Panizzi  spoke  out  of  a  full  heart:  ''I  want  a  poor 
student  to  have  the  same  means  of  indulging  his  learned  curiosity,  of 
following  his  rational  pursuits,  of  consulting  the  same  authorities,  of 
fathoming  the  most  intricate  inquir>%  as  the  richest  man  in  the  kingdom 
as  far  as  books  go,  and  I  contend  that  Government  is  bound  to  give 
him  the  most  liberal  and  unlimited  assistance  in  this  respect".     "The 
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tools  to  him  who  can  use  them."  This  is  the  very  centre  of  our 
belief  in  the  public  library  question.  Let  this  fine  word  of  Panizzi's 
strike  the  note  of  our  evening.  We  are  pleading  for  one  of  the  most 
powerful  methods  of  education — a  method  which  peculiarly  combines 
instruction  with  delight  We  profess  to  believe  in  education  in  Ireland. 
We  enforce  laws  as  to  compulsory  attendance  at  school.  We  teach 
boys  and  girls  to  read — both  in  country  and  town.  Yet  these  boys  and 
girls,  many  thousands  of  them,  perhaps  tens  of  thousands,  have  little 
or  nothing  worthy  to  read  when  they  are  taught.  These  young  minds, 
which,  by  the  first  strenuous  effort  of  study,  have  been  disturbed  and 
awakened,  are  often  forced  to  live  mainly  on  hearsay,  on  unfertilised 
intercourse  of  untaught  mind  with  untaught  mind ;  on  an  inadequate 
supply  of  newspapers  (newspapers  whose  defect  in  this  particular 
relation  is  that  they  are  themselves  forced  by  the  very  exigencies  of 
their  existence  to  reflect  and  express  popular  opinion) ;  or  last,  and  by 
far  worse,  on  inane  and  possibly  vicious  books.  Miss  Jane  Barlow, 
whose  beautiful  stories  of  Ireland  we  all  know  and  love,  has  said  in  an 
essay,  "Where  there  is  Nothing,"  which  appeared  in  an  Irish  maga- 
zine called  Dana  :  "  It  is  not  easy  to  see  how  any  civilised  land  could 
well  be  in  a  state  of  more  extreme  literary  destitution  than  are  some 
parts  of  our  own.  Throughout  many  of  the  rural  districts  books  are 
almost  as  unattainable  by  the  mass  of  the  population  as  they  would  be 
in  mid-ocean,  or  at  the  well  at  the  world*8  end.  The  writer  once 
searched  all  through  a  fair-sized  Irish  country  town  without  finding 
any  nearer  approach  to  a  bookseller's  shop  than  a  miscellaneous 
stationer's,  where  a  prayer-book  and  a  dream-book  could  be  purchased. 
As  for  the  villages,  their  literary  fare  is  simply  an  inadequate  supply 
of  the  newspapers.  Nor  is  this  state  of  affairs  confined  to  the  poorest 
people.  ...  It  extends  through  every  grade  of  small  farmers,  traders, 
and  artisans,  to  all  folk  whose  business  keeps  them  in  the  country."  In 
many  a  lonely  country-side  in  Ireland  there  are  no  books  taaid  in 
teaching  handicrafts  to  the  Irish  boys,  or  domestic  economy  to  the  Irish 
girls ;  no  books  to  render  the  rudiments  of  science  attractive,  to  make 
Irish  birds  and  animals  and  plants  more  interesting,  and  the  broad  face 
of  the  Irish  landscape  more  delightful  and  intelligible.  And  as  the 
young  people  grow  older,  there  are  no  books  to  teach  them  the  litera- 
ture, legends  and  history  of  Ireland,  or  its  political  economy,  by  which 
knowledge  they  might  be  aided  in  forming  juster  opinions  on  the  prob- 
lems of  government,  finance,  trade  and  public  health.  There  are  no 
charming  books  of  travel  or  history  to  widen  young  minds  through  the 
contemplation  of  distant  countries  and  other  peoples.  No  admirably 
chosen  books  of  poetry,  or  play^,  or  romance,  which  might  nurture 
young  Irish  imaginations  nobly,  and  be  the  material  for  a  splendid  and 
rightful  development  of  that  great  faculty.  No  pleasant  recreative 
story-books  for  the  simple  folk,  which  might  help  in  the  struggle  to 
avoid  harmful  pleasures;  whiling  away  the  long  dark  evenings  in  winter, 
and  uniting  families  by  the  fireside ;  thus  associating  amusement  and 
happiness  with  home,  and  wife,  and  children,  rather  than  the  village 
corner  or  the  public-house.  All  of  us  have  felt  the  power  of  Grav's 
lines  when  he  meditates  over  the  contrast  between  the  obscurity  of  the 
humble  dead  in  the  country  churchyard  and  their  possible  greatness  and 
usefulness — 

But  knowledge  to  their  eyes  her  ample  page, 
Rich  with  the  spoils  of  time,  did  ne'er  unroll. 

What  a  waste,  what  a  loss  to  the  nation,  is  implied.  For  the  idea  of  a 
public  library  takes  it  for  granted  that  any  one,  however  poor,  may  need 
the  best  books,  and  may  possess  the  keenest  mind.    *'  A  possible  New- 
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ton  or  Lord  Kelvin,  a  possible  Ussher  or  Burke,  may  be  found  among 
the  poor  boys  who  enter  the  library.     A  new  way  of  discovering  fine 
minds  among  those  who  are  handicapped  by  poverty  in  life's  race  is  no 
mere  luxury.     It  is  a  necessity  of  the  public  weal."     But  we  are  to 
insist  also  on  the  ethical,  as  well  as  the  intellectual  and  utilitarian  gain 
which  liberal  supplies  of  wholesome  books  may  bring.     And  on  this 
subject  others  have  spoken  well.     Let  us  listen  to  one  noble   voice 
across  a  gulf  of  nearly  seventy  years.     Far  back  in  the  'forties  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  before  the  Famine,  before  the  Library  Acts,  we  find 
Thomas  Davis  writing  of  the  Repeal  Reading-rooms,  which  the  Repeal 
Association  hoped  to  open  throughout  Ireland :  *'  Were  such  a  (read- 
ing) room  in  every  village,  you  would  soon  have  a  knot  connected  with 
it  of  young  men  who  had  abjured  cards,  tobacco,  dissipation,  and,  more 
fatal,  laziness,  and  were  trying  to  learn  each  some  science,  or  art,  or 
accomplishment — anything  that  best  pleased  them,  from  mathematics  to 
music.     We  shall  feel  unspeakable  sorrow  if,  from  the  negligence  of  the 
committee,  or  the  dulness  or  want  of  spirit  in  our  country  towns,  this 
great  opportunity  pass  away."    Again,  in  words  that  are  true  now  as  of 
the  old  ante- Famine  days,  Davis  writes:  "Throughout  the  country  at 
this  moment  thousands  are  consulting  how  to  obtain  and  use  books. 
We  feel  painhilly  anxious  that  this  noble  purpose  should  be  well-di- 
rected."    Here  and  in  many  other  passages  the  extraordinary  ethical 
power  of  good  books  is  emphasised  by  Davis.     Here,  then,  is  the  great 
opportunity  of  the  Urban  and  District  Councils  of  Ireland.     A  public 
library  can  substitute  good  books  for  inane  and  vicious  ones,  can  pro- 
vide wholesome  food  tor  mind  and  imagination  where  there  was  none 
before.     Let  not  any  one  unacquainted  with  the  public  library  move- 
ment think  that  readers  will  be  lacking  in  Ireland.     Experience  during 
the  past  few  years  has  proved  that  good  history,  good  books  of  travel, 
good  biography,  excellent  elementary  works  in  science  and  in  useful  arts 
are  read  with  eagerness  by  the  country  people  in  Ireland  when  they  can 
get  them.     The  healthy  body  of  the  peasant  or  the  farmer  can  some- 
times sustain  a  brain  capable  of  mental  effort  keener  than  is  possible  to 
the  man  who  dwells  beneath  a  city  roof^  whose  nerves  are  jaded  with 
city  excitement  and  city  noise.     Our  little  towns  and  villages  under  the 
District  Council  should  in  the  first  instance  have  little  halls  or  news- 
rooms, with  cheerful  fire  and  lights  on  winter  evenings.     Do  not  slight 
this  purpose  of  providing  newsrooms.    Think  of  their  good  to  the  tired 
labourer  or  artisan  who  will  turn  in  out  of  the  weary,  muddy  lanes  to 
read  the  news  of  a  wider  world,  and  to  be  interested  and  amused  by  the 
pictures  in  the  illustrated  papers.     He  begins  to  use  his  mind — at  first 
a  little,  then  more  and  more,  especially  since  he  reads  papers  whose 
opinions  differ  from  his  own.     Next  comes  the  lending  out  of  books  for 
use  at  home.      Now  do  not  suffer  the  commonplace  detractor  of  the 
public  library  movement  to  persuade  you  that  only  rubbish  is  lent  at  our 
public  libraries.     I  will  try  to  disprove  detraction  by  facts.     I  will  turn 
to  the  excellent  annual  reports  of  the  Public  Library  of  Cork,  and  find 
the  following  recorded,  among  hundreds  of  others :   H^de,  Literary 
History  of  Ireland^  lent  in  one  year,  22  times ;  Morley,  Oliver  Cromwell^ 
18 ;  Windisch,  Concise  Irish  Grammar,  15 ;  Ruskin,  Sesame  and  Lilies^ 
25 ;  Pater,  Essays,  15 ;  Macdonagh,  Irish  Life  and  Character,  27;  O'Dono- 
ghue,  Life  of  Mangan,  19;   Fitzpatrick,  Secret  Service  under  Pitt^  xg; 
Stevenson,  Familiar  Studies  of  Men  and  Books,  22.     I  turn  to  Belfast 
Public  Library  reports,  and  find  that — Neilson,  Steam  Turbines,  was  lent 
in  one  year,  22  times;  Sheehan,  Under  the  Cedars  and  the  Stars,  47; 
Brownell's  Heart  of  Japan,  30;  Stevenson's  Pat  McCarthy  and  his  Rhymes, 
24  ;  Fitzpatrick,  The  Bloody  Bridge,  20 ;  O'Brien,  Hundred  Years  of  Irish 
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History^  20 ;  Perry,  The  Steam  Engine,  28 ;  Seumas  MacManus,  The  Bend 
of  the  Road,  49 ;  Tennyson,  Poetical  Works,  40 ;  O'Brien,  Life  of  Lord 
Russell  of  KiUowen,  20  ;  Ruskin,  Crown  of  Wild  Olive,  32 ;  Ball,  Story  of 
the  Heavens,  28;  Marshall,  Practical  Flax  Spinner,  26;  Moira  O'Neill,. 
Songs  of  the  Glens  of  Antrim,  17.  This  is  a  fairly  encouraging  list,  is  it 
not  ?  The  lending  out  of  novels  in  apparently  gigantic  numbers  does 
not  alarm  any  one  who  really  thinks,  (i)  The  novels  are  read  and 
returned  faster  than  books  not  novels.  (2)  The  novels  are  better  than 
those  which  would  be  read  if  the  public  library  did  not  exist.  Scott, 
Dickens,  Kickham  and  Lever  are  lent  in  great  numbers.  (3)  Novel 
reading  simply  typifies  the  delight  in  narrative  and  human  intercourse, 
which  has  been  one  of  the  main  sources  of  instruction  of  the  world  from 
the  earliest  ages.  Ballads  and  stories  are  the  intellectual  nurture  of  all 
nations  in  their  youth.  Remember  the  Cuchulain  Legends,  and  other 
Irish  Sagas,  and  the  Norse  Sagas  and  Eddas,  and  the  lays  of  Homer. 
Remember  even  the  parables  of  Christ — **  Truth  embodied  in  a  tale  ". 
(4)  The  claims  of  innocent  happiness  cannot  be  urged  too  strongly. 
What  does  Wordsworth  say? — 

Dreams,  books,  are  each  a  world,  and  books,  we  know, 

Are  a  substantial  world,  both  pure  and  good ; 

Round  these,  with  tendiils  strong  as  fle&  and  blood. 
Our  pastime  and  our  happiness  will  grow. 

Here  this  sage  and  pure  master  emphasises  the  claims  of  human 
happiness.  After  all,  who  can  rightly  value  the  smallest  crumb  of  in- 
nocent human  happiness  ?  It  is  on  the  whole  the  best  thing  in  this 
world,  and  the  object  of  wisdom's  strivings.  (5)  Moreover,  the  question 
as  to  what  people  will  read  has  been  long  ago  settled  by  greater  powers 
than  ours. 

Look  at  the  faces  on  the  street  as  you  meet  them.  For  the  many 
who  are  tired,  who  are  weakly,  who  are  unlearned,  who  are  simple, 
circumstance  and  nature  have  settled  it.  Such  people  will  be^in  by 
reading  stories,  or  they  will  not  read  at  all.  The  libraries  exist  for 
these  people,  for  the  imperfect.  "They  that  be  whole  need  not  a 
physician,  but  they-  that  are  sick."  In  our  larger  towns  we  hope  for 
a  development  of  the  reference  library.  Already  in  Cork  you  have 
a  useful  and  well-prized  reference  library.  Here  begins  the  great 
activity  for  the  higher  development  of  our  young  Irish  students,  for  the 
diffusion  of  knowledge,  for  the  dispersion  of  fallacy.  How  great  will  be 
the  services  of  this,  the  highest  function  of  the  public  library  move- 
ment, which  at  length  begins  to  be  operative  in  Ireland  ?  Here  at  last 
is  what  Carlyle  calls  the  University  of  the  people,  where  copious  supplies 
of  good  books,  with  abundant  variety,  nourish  and  fertilise  the  mind. 
And  the  fact  that  Irishmen  love  books,  while  they  have  been  scarcer 
in  Ireland  than  in  other  countries,  gives  a  peculiar  and  delightful 
interest  to  the  coming  in  Ireland  of  this  great  power  for  good.  I 
wonder  whether  Borough  and  District  Councils  have  realised  the  truth 
that  by  these  Library  Acts  they  have  received  a  great  trust,  the  greatest 
of  trusts,  the  power  to  educate — a  power  never  before  given  to  local 
bodies  in  Ireland.  You  know  we  complain — sometimes,  perhaps,  ground- 
lessly,  but  usually  rightly — of  the  over-centralisation  of  education  in 
Ireland.  Here,  then,  is  an  opportunity  for  Irishmen  to  demonstrate 
how  wisely  they  can  use  powers  entrusted  to  special  localities  of  mak- 
ing special  arrangements  for  themselves.  A  public  library  in  County 
Antrim  may  differ  from  a  public  library  in  County  Cork ;  all  lies  with 
the  wisdom  of  the  District  Councils,  which,  though  only  the  wisdom  of 
the  District  Councils,  not  the  wisdom  of  Solomon  or  the  wisdom  of 
Socrates,  will  yet  be,  no  doubt,  wisdom. 
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The  Gaelic  League  has  been  steadily  endeavouring  for  years  to  give 
more  interest  and  colour  to  Irish  life.  May  not  the  little  libraries  help 
much  in  this  admirable  endeavour,  when  the  nights  of  our  Irish  winter 
are  long  and  dark,  or  during  the  rainy,  dreary  days  which  we  know  so 
well  ?  If  they  do  this  they  will  help  Irishmen  to  love  Ireland  both  more 
wisely  and  more  intensely. 

I  leave  a  thousand  things  unsaid  ;  all  discourses  must.  I  will  con- 
clude with  a  glance  at  the  sociological  aspect  of  the  rate-supported 
public  library,  at  its  place  in  the  political  economy  of  nations.  Some 
people  have  objected  to  public  libraries,  that  they  are  an  example  of 
taxing  the  well-to-do  for  the  sake  of  the  poor.  Even  were  this  wholly 
objectionable,  we  need  not  discuss  it,  for  it  is  an  economic  impossibility. 
All  taxes  and  rates  fall  on  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich,  since  they  affect 
wages.  But  it  is  better  to  soar  to  a  higher  plane  of  thought,  a  serener 
air,  and  recall  Burke's  noble  words :  "  I  hate  the  very  word  rights ;  I 
will  not  inquire  whether  you  have  a  right  to  tax  America,  but  whether 
it  is  your  interest,  whether  it  is  expedient  to  do  so ".  It  is  the  interest 
of  all  men  that  the  source  of  knowledge  should  be  free  to  all  men  rich 
and  poor.  Lord  Salisbury  in  one  of  his  speeches  talks  of  '*  the  violent 
and  vehement  operation  of  mere  ignorance,"  picturing  ignorance  as  no 
mere  negative,  but  a  deadly,  positive  force,  capable  of  exploding  and 
shattering  what  is  beautiful  and  valuable.  The  spread  and  popularisa- 
tion of  knowledge  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  all.  It  is  the  security 
of  the  world  against  fresh  eruptions  of  barbarism,  against  the  forfeiture 
of  the  results  of  civilisation.  The  civilisations  of  the  past  are  gone,  not 
because  they  were  not  in  many  instances  of  great  worth  in  themselves, 
but  because  all  of  them — Egypt,  Chaldea,  Greece,  Rome,  Byzantium — 
failed  to  communicate  what  they  had  gained ;  and  were  overwhelmed 
by  the  huge  dark  masses  of  mankind,  who  had  not  been  partakers  in 
their  knowledge  and  enlightenment.  If  there  be  some  excuse  for  these 
civilisations  of  the  past,  in  that  they  did  not  possess  the  art  of  printing, 
which  "gives  the  voice  of  thunder  and  the  speed  of  lightning"  to  the 
written  word,  this  excuse  cannot  save  modem  society  from  responsi- 
bility. 
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Soci^t^  nouvelle  de  libraire,  1904.  282.  Z 

Frere  (W.  H.).    The  English  Church  in  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth  and  James  I. 

(1558-1625).     Macmillan,  1904.  263 

"  A  conscientioas,  careful  performance.*' 
Babut  (£.  Ch.).    Le  concile  de  Turin  [a.d.  4x7].    Essai  sur  I'histoire  des  ^^ises 

proven9aIes  au  ve  si^cle  et  sur  les  origines  de  la  monarchic  romaine. 

(Bibliothfque  de  la  fondation  Thiers,)     Paris :  Picard  et  fils^  1904.     284.4 
Sebeos  (Bishop),     Histoire  d'Heraclius  par  T^v^que  Seb^s.      Traduite   de 

TArm^nien  et  annotte  par  Fr6d6ric  Macler.     Paris :  Leroux,   1904.      207 

The  rise  of  Mohammedanism— the  Arabian  conquest  of  Egypt  and  Syria. 
Caetani  (Leone).    Annali  dell*  Islam ;  compilati  da  Leone  Caetani,  Principe 

di  Teano.    i.  Introduzione,  dair  anno  x  al  6  Hegira.     Milano:  Hoepli, 

1904.  agtj 

*'  A  summary  of  all  the  Arab  chronicles." 

JOG  SOCIOLOGICAL-HISTORICAL  MATTERS. 

Stangeland  (Charles  E.).  Pre-Malthusian  doctrines  of  population :  a  study  in 
the  history  of  economic  theory.  New  York :  Columbia  University  Press, 
1904.  3xa 

An  economic  not  a  biological  study.    A  useful  book. 

Jellinek  (Pro/*.  George).  Introduction  ^  la  doctrine  de  T^tat.  .  .  .  [**  AUgemeine 
Staatslehre/'  1900.  Translated  from  German  by  Georges  Fardis.]  Paris  : 
Fontemoing,  1904.  520.  X 

Seebohm  (F.).  The  tribal  system  in  Wales,  and  ed.  Longmans,  1904.  521.2 
First  edition,  1895- 

Lot  (Ferdinand).  Fiddles  ou  vassaux.  Paris :  Emile  Bouillon,  1904.  321.3 
Were  the  great  barons  subject  to  the  crown  by  vassalage  or  by  a  lighter  oonstraint  ? 

Payne  (E.  J.).    Colonies  and  colonial  federation.     Macmillan,  1904.  325 

Cunningham  (W.).  The  growth  of  English  commerce  and  industry  in  modem 
times.  3rd  ed.  In  2  parts.  Parts  i.,  ii.  Cambridge :  University  Press, 
1904.  33B.094^ 

Unwin  (George).  Industrial  organisation  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth 
centuries.    Clarendon  Press,  1904.  331*87 

An  endeavour  to  connect  mediaval  with  modern  industrial  hiatory.  the  guild  with  the 

trade  union.    An  excellent  "  first  work  ". 

Des  Marez  (G.).  L'organisation  du  travail  i  Bruxelles  au  x^*  siide.  Brus- 
sels: Lamertin,  1904.  gai.gy 

Schulte  (Aloys).  Die  Fugger  in  Rom,  1495-1523 ;  mit  Studien  zur  Geschichte 
des  kirchlichen  Finanzwesen  jener  Zeit.  2  vols.  Leipzig :  Duncker  und 
Humblot,  1904.  331.1 

Andr^ades  (A.).  Histoire  de  la  Banque  d'Angleterre.  2  vols.  Paris:  Rous- 
seau. 1904.  332.1 

Baxter.  Books  of  St.  Andrews ;  a  record  of  three  centuries :  with  an  intro- 
duction and  notes  by  J.  H.  Macadam.  .  .  .  Printed  for  the  Scottish  As- 
sociation of  Master  Bakers  by  George  C.  Mackay,  Leith.  330.6 
Guilds. 

Low  (Sidney).    The  governance  of  England.     Unwin,  1904.  34^M3 
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Kobertaon  (C.  Grant).  Select  statutes,  cases  and  documents  to  illustrate  Eng- 
lish constitutional  history,  1660-1830,  with  a  supplement  from  1832-1864. 
Methuen,  1904.    xo/6  H4t,  343*43 

Baachood  (Maurice).  La  justice  criminelle  du  magistrat  de  Valenciennes  au 
moyen  age.     Paris :  Picard,  1905.  343*3 

"  An  account  of  all  the  forms  of  municipal  paniahment  .  .  .  from  burial  alive  to  a  small 

fine." 

Bateson  (Mary).  Borough  customs.  (Silden  SocUty,  vol.  xviii.)  Vol.  i. 
Quaritch,  1904.  352.0422 

The  customary  law  of  the  boroughs  illustrated  by  extracts  from  printed  and  manuscript 

sources,  the  extracts  grouped  by  their  subject-matter.    Competent  admirable  work. 

Dodee  (LieuU-Col.  Theodore  A.).  Napoleon.  A  history  of  the  art  of  war  from 
the  beginning  of  the  French  Revolution  to  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
with  a  detailed  account  of  the  wars  of  the  French  Revolution.  Vols,  i.,  ii. 
Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  1904.  35S<)944 

i-  Pollio  [Major -General  Albert).    Custoza.  1866.    Turin :    Roux  e  Viairengo, 

1903.  355.0945 
A  critical  study  of  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  against  Austria  in  1866. 

Mftrkh*^*"  (Admiral  John).  Selections  from  the  correspondence  of  Admiral 
John  Markham  during  the  years  1801-1804  and  1806-1807.  Edited  by  Sir 
Clements  Markham,  K.C.B.     Navy  Records  Society,  1904.  359*943 

Four  hundred  letters  from  naval  officers  to  J.  M. 

Corbett  (Julian  S.).  England  in  the  Mediterranean :  a  study  of  the  rise  and 
influence  of  British  power  within  the  Straits,  1603-1713.  2  vols.  Long- 
mans, 1904.  359*j94? 

i-  Mahaffy  {Rev,  John  Pentland),  D,D,  An  epoch  in  Irish  history :  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Dublin;  its  foundation  and  early  fortunes,  1591 -1660.  London: 
Unwin,  1903.  JpfiA^ 

HuTelin  (P.).  L'histoire  du  droit  commercial:  Conception  g^n^rale;  Etat 
actuel  des  Etudes.     Parts :  Cerf,  1904.  Tfjo 

Hnlbtft  (Archer  Butler).  Historic  highways  of  America.  Vols,  xiii.,  xiv. :  The 
great  American  canals.    Cleveland :   The  Arthur  H.  Clark  &  Co.,  1904. 

386 

t  Earle  (Alice  Morse).  Two  centuries  of  costume  in  America.  2  vols.  Mac- 
millan,  1903.  391 

900  HISTORY  IN  GENERAL  [with  certain  allies— top^japhy,  bio- 
graphy, genealogy,  heraldry,  etc.]. 

Congresso  Internazionale  di  Scienze  Storiche  [held  at  Rome,  April],  1903. 
The  publication  of  certain  volumes  fell  in  1904  [and  is  continued  in  1905]. 

906 
Firth  (C.  H.).    A  plea  for  the  historical  teaching  of  history.     Clarendon  Press, 

1904.  x/-.  907 
Williams  (Henry  Smith).  The  historians*  history  of  the  world.  A  compre- 
hensive narrative  of  the  rise  and  development  of  nations  as  recorded  by 
over  two  thousand  of  the  great  writers  of  all  ages.  Edited  with  the  assist- 
ance of  a  distinguished  board  of  advisers  and  contributors  by  Henry  Smith 
Williams,  LL.D.  25  vols.  New  York :  The  Outlook  Co. ;  London :  The 
History  Association,  1904.  909 
"  History  in  samples.** 

t  Waldseemiiller  (M.).  The  oldest  map  with  the  name  America  of  the  year 
1507  and  the  Carumarina  of  the  year  1516  by  M.  Waldseemiiller.  Edited 
by  Joseph  Fischer  and  Fr.  R.  von  Wiesen.  55  pages  letterpress  +  27 
plates.     Henry  Stevens,  1903.  9<^73 

Owen  (Henry).     Gerald  the  Welshman.     London  :  Nutt,  1904.  gao 
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Goodspeed  (George  Stephen).    A  history  of  the  andent  world  tor  high  schools 

and  academies.     i6  +  483  pp.     New  York :  Scribiier*s  Sons,  1904.    930109 

Beran  (Edwyn).    Jerusalem  under  the  High  Priests.     Edward  AmoUd^  1904. 

933 

A  history  of  the  period  interrening  between  Nehemifth  and  the  Christian  am. 

t  Rend  (Charles).  Cultes  militaires  de  Rome ;  les  Enaeignes.  lAnnaUs  tU 
Vunivifsiii  at  Lyon.)    Lyon  :  Ray,  1903.  mff 

Saaders  (Henry  A.).  Roman  historical  sources  and  institutions  ^a  coHection 
of  essays].  Edited  by  Henry  A.  Sanders.  [Univfrsity  of  Michtgan  Studies, 
Humanistic  Series,  vol.  i.)     Macmillan,  X9G4.  ^sn 

Greenidge  (A.  H.  J.).  A  history  of  Rome  durins  the  later  republic  and  evly 
principate.  Vol.  i. :  From  the  tribunate  of  Tiberius  GVacchus  to  the  second 
consulship  of  Marius.    b.c.  133-104.     Methuen,  1904.  937*05 

Dill  (Samuel).  Roman  society  from  Nero  to  Marcus  Aurelius.  Macmwan, 
1904.  937-€7 

A  very  valuable  book. 
Wright  (Henry  Burt),  Ph,D.    The  campaign  of  Platca,  September,  b.c.  479. 
New  Haven  :  Tuttle,  Morehouse  &  Tvflor  Co.,  1904.  ^gjg 

*  Kirchner  (Johannes).     Prosopographia  attica.     Edidit  Johannes  Kirchner. 

Band  ii.     Berlin :  Georg  Reimer,  1902.  ^gjg 

A  biographical  register  of  all  Athenians  b.c.  who  are  mentioned  in  Uteratnr*  or  inncilptioos. 

*  Bflmr  (Eduard).   Geschichte  des  Alterthums  V.  Der  Ausgang  der  griechischen 

Geschichte.    Stuttgart :  Cotu,  1902.  ^ 
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94  EUROPEAN  HISTORY. 

t  Sidgwick  (Henry).    The  development  of  European  polity.    Macmillan,  1903. 

940 
West  (Willis  Mason).    Modem  history:   Europe  from  Charlemagne  to  the 

present  time.     Boston  :  Allyn  &  Bacon,  1904.  940109 

A  good  text-book. 
Reich  (Emil).    The  foundations  of  modem  Europe.    Twelve  lectures  delivered 

in  the  University  of  London.     Bell,  1904.     5/*  net,  Jy^^^| 

Paradoxical. 
Stobbs  (William),  D,D,    Lectures  on  European  history.  . .  .  Edited  by  Arthur 

Hassall,  M.A.    Long^nans,  1904.  940104 

Lang  (Andrew).     Historical  mysteries.     Smith,  Elder  &  Co.,  1904.    9/-  net. 

Freeman  (Edward  Augustus).  Western  Europe  in  the  fifth  century.  Afac- 
millan,  1904.  940.I 

Western  Europe  in  the  eighth  century  and  onward.    Macmillan,  2904. 

940.1 

Cambridge  Modern  History.  Vol.  iii. :  The  wars  of  religion  in  the  sixteenth 
century  and  early  decades  of  the  seventeenth.  Cambridge :  University 
Press,  1904.  94A.7 

Hikffer  {Prof.  Dr.  Hermann).  Der  Krieg  des  Jahres  1799,  und  die  aweite 
Koalition.     ler  band.     Gotha :  Perthes,  1904.  940)>S 

History  of  Western  Europe  during  the  Second  Coalition.    Competent. 

Sorel  (Albert).  L'Europe  et  la  revolution  fran^aise.  vii. :  1806-18x2.  viiL  : 
La  Coalition,  les  trait^s  de  1815.     Paris :  Plon,  1904.  940>8 

With  the  eighth  volume  this  great  work,  the  history  of  I790>i8is,  is  coraptetad. 

Cambridge  Modern  History.  Vol.  viii. :  The  French  Revolution.  Cambridge : 
University  Press,  1904.  9|l^^ 

Rose  (J.  Holland).  Select  despatches  relating  to  the  formation  of  the  Hiird 
Coalition  against  France,  1804-1805.  Edited  by  J.  H.  R.  Royal  Historical 
Society,  1904.  9¥kB 

Macdonald  (Wm.  Rae).  Scottish  armorial  seals.  Edinburgh :  Wm.  Green  St 
Sons,  1904.     15/-  net,  aj^ 
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Taylor  (Joseph).  A  journey  to  Edenborough  in  Scotland  [in  1705].  By  Joseph 
Taylor,  late  of  the  Inner  Temple,  with  notes  by  William  Cowan.  Edin- 
burgh :  Wm.  Brown.  94Z 

Lang  (Andrew).  A  history  of  Scotland.  Vol.  iii.  Edinburgh :  Blackwood, 
1904.  041 

Gilmour  (Robert).  Samuel  Rutherford.  A  study,  biographical  and  somewhat 
critical,  in  the  history  of  the  Scottish  Covenant.  Oliphant,  Anderson  & 
Ferrier.  1904.    a/6  mt,  94Z 

Flemins^  (D.  Hay).  The  story  of  the  Scottish  Covenanters  in  outline.  [Re- 
print.]   Oliphant,  Anderson  &  Ferrier,  1904.    a/6  net.  94Z 

t Johnston  (James  B.).  Place-names  of  Scotland.  2nd  ed.  Edinburgh: 
Douglas,  1903.    3/6  net.  94X 

Mackinlaj  (James  Murray).  Influence  of  the  pre-Reformation  Church  on 
Scottish  place-names.     Blackwood,  1904.    xa/6  net.  941 

Watson  (W.  J.).  Place-names  of  Ross  and  Cromarty.  Inverness :  Northern 
Ck)unties  Printing  Co.,  1904.    7/6.  94Z 

Brown  (P.  Hume).  Scotland  in  the  time  of  Queen  Mary  [lectures  to  the 
Scottish  Society  of  Antiquaries].     Methuen,  1904.  941 

An  admirable  account,  in  six  lecturea,  *'  of  the  conditiona  of  Scottiah  life  in  the  sixteenth 
century  ", 

Goodie  (Gilbert).  The  Celtic  and  Scandinavian  antiquities  of  Shetland.  Black- 
wood, 1904.    y  16  net.  ^z*xz 

BAacDonafl^h  (Michael).  The  Viceroy's  post-bag:  correspondence  hitherto 
unpublished  of  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  first  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
after  the  Union.     Murray,  1904.  94Z*5 

Falkiner  (Caesar  Lytton).  Illustrations  of  Irish  history  and  topography,  mainly 
of  the  seventeenth  century.     Maps.    Longmans.    z8/-  net.  94X*5 

Townshend  (Dorothea).  The  life  and  letters  of  the  great  Earl  of  Cork. 
Duckworth,  1904.  941*5 

Irish  history  under  Elizabeth,  James  I.  and  Charles  I. 

Larson  (Laurence  Marcellus).  The  king's  household  in  England  before  the 
Norman  Conquest.  {Bulletin  of  the  University  of  Wisconsint  No.  100.). 
Wisconsin  :  Madison,  1904.  Q42.OX 

Asser.  Asser's  life  of  King  Alfred;  together  with  the  annals  of  St.  N^ts, 
erroneously  ascribed  to  Asser.  Edited  by  W.  H.  Stevenson,  M.A.  Oxford : 
Clarendon  Press,  1904.     xa/-  net.  942.OZ 

Ballard  (Adolphus).  The  Domesday  boroughs.  Oxford:  Clarendon  Press, 
1904.    616  net.  942.021 

Adam  of  Usk.  Chronicon  Ada;  de  Usk,  1377-1421.  Edited,  with  a  translation 
and  notes,  by  Sir  Edward  Maunde  Thompson,  K.C.B.  and  ed.  London  : 
Royal  Society  of  Literature,  1904.  94^03 

Armitage-Smitfa  (Sydney).    John  of  Gaunt.    Constable,  1904.  943.057 

Paston  Letters.    New  edition.    6  vols.     London  :  Chatto  &  Windus,  1904. 

943-04 

Historical  Monographs,  i.  William  Cecil,  Lord  Burghley.  London:  Jack, 
1904.  943.055 

Trevelyan  (G.  M.).    England  under  the  Stuarts.     Methuen,  1904.  042.00 

Cromwell  (Oliver).  The  letters  and  speeches  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  with  eUicida- 
tions  by  Thomas  Carlyle.  Edited  by  [Mrs.]  S.  C.  Lomas,  with  an  intro- 
duction by  C.  H.  Firth,  M.A.    3  vols.     Methuen,  1904.  942.065 

Airy  (Osmund).    Charles  II.    Longmans,  1904.    6/6  net.  942.066 

A  reprint  of  the  edition  de  luxe  of  Goupil. 

t  Btirghclere  {Lady).  George  Villiers,  second  Duke  of  Buckingham :  a  study 
in  the  history  of  the  Restoration.     Murray,  1903.  942.0(S6 

Adams  (Ephraim  Douglas).  The  influence  of  Grenville  on  Pitt's  foreign 
poli(^,  1787- 1798.     Washington  :  Carnegie  Institute,  1904.  943.07 

Paul  (Herbert).  A  history  of  modem  England.  Vols,  i.,  ii.  Macmfllan, 
1904.  943.08 

Walpole  {Sir  Spencer).  The  history  of  twenty-five  years.  Vol.  i. :  1856-1865 ; 
vol.  ii. :  1 865- 1 870.     Longmans,  1904.  943.08 

Dorman  (Marcus  R.  P.).  A  history  of  the  British  empire  in  the  nineteenth 
century.  Vol.  ii.  The  campaigns  of  Wellington  and  Uie  policy  of  Castle- 
reagh,  1806- 1825.     Kegan  Paul,  1904.  943.06 
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Ozfofd  Historical  Society.  The  Flemings  in  Qxfiard,  being  documents  selected 
from  the  Rydal  papers,  i65o-i7oa  VoL  L :  1650- 16&».  Edited  by  John 
Richard  Magrath,  D.D.  .  .  .  Oxford :  Clarendon  Press,  1904.  94^57 

t  Cddbester.  Charters  of  the  borough  of  Colchester.  Printed  lor  the  Town 
Council,  1903.  94^^ 

Tatt  (James).  Medieval  Manchester  and  the  beginnings  of  Lancashire. 
(Publications  of  the  Umversity  of  MamchnUr  Historical  Serits),  Man- 
chester, 1904.  94>>7> 

Cooper  (T.  P.).  York ;  the  story  of  iU  walls,  bars  and  castles.  Elliot  Stodc, 
1904.  942.74 

Hodgwxi  (John  Crawford).  A  history  of  Northumberland.  Vol.  vtL  New- 
castle :  Reid  &  Co.,  1904.  942.81 

t  Moore  (A.  W.).  Manx  names,  or  the  surnames  and  place-names  of  thelsle 
of  Man.    2nd  ed.    Elliot  Stock,  1903.  94^^ 

Sked  (Caroline  A.  J.).  The  council  in  the  marches  of  Wales :  a  stiiy  in 
local  government  during  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries.  {Gtrkm 
College  Studies.)    London :  Rees,  1904.  9f^? 

Bryoe  (James).  The  holy  Roman  empire.  New  edition,  enlarged  and  revisea 
throughouL    Macmillan,  1904.  943-00 

New  chapters  oa  the  Byrantine  empire  and  on  the  new  German  empire ;  maps  added: 

notes  and  references  verified  and  enlarged. 

Reddaway  (W.  F.),  M.A.  Frederick  the  Great  and  the  rise  of  Prussia.  {Heroes 
of  the  Nations.)     Putnam's  Sons,  1904.  943-05 

Waading^too  (Richard).  La  guerre  de  sept  ans :  histoire  diplomatique  et 
militaire.     Tomes  it.,  tit.     Parts:  Firmin  Didot,  1904.  94^096 

t  Philippsoo  (Martin).  Der  grosse  Kurfurst  Friedrich  Wilhelm  von  Branden- 
burjE^.     Band  iii.,  1660-1688.     Berlin :  Cronbach,  1903.  94^X5 

*  Schmidt  (O.  E.).    Kursachsische Streifruge.    Leipzig:  Grunow,  1902.    94^21 
Rott  (Hans).    Friedrich  II.  von  der  Pfalz.    Heidelberg:  Winter,  1904.    94^34 
Rodcwell  (William  Walker).     Instruktor  der  Theologie  in  Andover,  Massa- 
chusetts.    Die  Doppelehe  des  Landgrafen  Philipp  von  Hessen.     Marburg : 
Elwert'sche  Verlags-Buchhandlung,  1904.  94^41 

*'  Wide  and  minute  research." 

fBittner  {Dr,  Ludwig).  Chronologisches  Verzeichniss  der  osterreichischen 
Staatsvertrage  i.    Vienna :  Holzhausen,  1903.  943*6 

fTurba  (Dr.  Gustav).  Geschichte  des  Thronfolgerechtes.  [A  study  iSme 
Habsburg  rights  of  succession,  1 156-1732.]    Vienna :  Fromme,  1903.    943.6 

Arena  (Franz).  Das  Tiroler  Volk  in  seinen  Weistiimem;  ein  Beitrag  zur 
deutschen  Kulturgeschichte.    Gotha  :  Perthes,  1904.  943*64 

The  Weistumer  are  the  customary  laws  of  small  German  communities.    The  book  is  a 

most  valuable  and  interesting  one. 

944  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

Flach  (Jacques).  Les  orig^nes  de  I'ancienne  France ;  x.  et  xi.  sidles.  Tome 
iii. :  La  renaissance  de  I'^tat ;  la  royaut^  et  le  principal.  Paris :  Larose, 
1904*  944-03 

The  first  volume  dealt  with  "  le  r^ime  seigneorial  *' ;  the  second  with  "  les  origines  com- 
munales ;  la  ftodalit^  et  la  chevalerie  ". 

t  Lot  (Ferdinand).     Etudes  sur  le  regne  de  Hugues  Capet  et  la  fin  du  xe  siecle. 

{Bibltothiqui  de  Vicole  des  hautes  etudes.)    Paris :  Bouillon,  1903.    044.03X 

Prentout  (Henri).    La  prise  de  Caen  par  Edouard  III.  (1346).    Caen  :  Delesques, 

t  Commies  (Philippe  de).  M^moires  de  Philippe  de  Commynes.  ^/ouveIIe 
Edition  .  .  .  par  B.  de  Mandrot.     2  vols.     Paris :  Picard,  1901,  1903. 

944.027 

Important  teztually,  and  useful  by  its  fulness  of  annotation. 

Whitehead  {Prof.  A.  W.).  Gaspard  de  Coligny,  Admiral  of  France.  Methuen, 
1904-  944-039 
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Layisae  (Ernest).  Histoire  de  France  publie^  sous  la  direction  de  Mons. 
E.  L.  Tome  vi.  i.  par  Jean  H.  Mari^jol  [early  Bourbon  period,  preced- 
ing Edict  of  Nantes,  1598].     Paris :  Hachette,  1904.  944*03 

Moa  grand  pere  i,  la  cour  de  Louis  XV.,  et  k  celle  de  Louis  XVL  NouveAes  a 
la  main.     Paris :  Honors  Champion,  1904.  044.034 

Calmettes  (Femand).  Memoires  du  due  de  Choiseul,  1 719- 1785,  publi^es  par 
Fernand  Calmettes.     Paris :  Plon,  1904.  944.034 

M^t*'^^*  (Albert).  La  th^ophilanthropie  et  le  culte  d^cadaire,  1796-1801 :  essai 
sur  rhistoire  r^igieuse  de  la  Revolution.  {Bibliothiqiu  de  la  fondarion 
Thiers.)     Paris :  Alcan,  1904.  944*04 

*  Bnineaa  (Marcel).  Les  debuts  de  la  Revolution  dans  les  d^partements  du 
Cher  et  de  I'lndre  (1789-1791).     Paris:  Hachette,  1902.  944.04X 

Cahen  (L.).    Condorcet  et  la  revolution  fran9aise.     Paris :  Alcan,  1904. 

944.04Z 

MacLehose  (Sophia  H.).  From  the  monarchy  to  the  republic  in  France,  1788- 
1792.    Glasgow :  MacLehose,  1904.    6/-  net.  944.04X 

Rose  (J.  Holland).     Napoleonic  studies.     Bell,  1904.  944.05 

Coqnelle  (P.).  Napoleon  and  England,  1803-1813.  Translated  .  .  .  byuordon 
D.   Knox  .  .  .  introduction  by  J.  Holland   Rose.     Bell,   1904.    5/-  net, 

944-05 

Gray  (Jules).  L*Italie  meridionale  et  Tempire  byzantin,  depuis  I'avinement  de 
Basile  I«r,  jusqu'i  la  prise  de  Bari  par  les  Normands  (867-1071).  Paris : 
Fontemoing,  1904.  945:03 

Gaathiez  (Pierre).  L' Italic  du  xvi.  sidcle :  Lorenzaccio  (Lorenzino  de  MMicis), 
1514-1588.     Paris :  Fontemoing,  1904.  94S07 

Johnston  (R.  M.).  The  Napoleonic  empire  in  southern  Italy  and  the  rise  of 
the  secret  societies.    2  vols.     MacmiUan,  1904.  94SoB 

Piocolomini  (Paolo).  La  vita  e  Topera  de  Sigismondo  Tizio  (1458-1528). 
Rome :  Loescher,  1903.  94S5 

Life  of  the  chronicler  of  Siena. 

Gregorovius  (Ferdinand).  Lucretia  Borgia.  Translated  from  the  third  German 
edition  by  John  Leslie  Garner.     New  York :  Appleton,  1904.  94S6 

Noyes  (Ella).  The  story  of  Ferrara.  .  .  .  Illustrated  by  Dora  Noyes. 
(MediavaX  Towns,)     Dent,  1904.  94S4 

The  history  of  Ferrara  with  an  archcological  survey.  The  history  is  mainly  a  good  ac- 
count of  the  family  of  Este. 

Chiara  (Stanislao  de).  I  martiri  Cosentini  del  1844.  Document!  inediti.  Per 
Stanislao  De  Chiara.  (Biblioteca  storica  del  risorgimento  Italica.)  Milan  : 
Albrighi,  Segati  e  C,  1904.  945.7 

The  insurrection  of  Cosewza  (Calabria)  in  1844. 

Liber  Maiolichinus  de  gestis  Pisanorum  illustribus.  Poema  della  guerra 
Balearica  ...  A  cura  di  Carlo  Calisse.  Roma  :  Istituto  Storico  Italiano, 
1904.  946.7 

"...  Latin  poem  .  .  .  chief  authority  for  .  .  .  the  war  of  the  Balearic  Islet  in  1x14.** 

Scfaiemaim  {Dr,  Th.).    Geschichte  Russlands  unter  Kaiser  Nikolaus  I.  Band  i. 

Berlin :  Reimer,  1904.  947 

Berostorffsche  Papiere,  1732-1835.  Herausgegeben  von  Aage  Friis  I.  Copen- 
hagen :  Nordisk  Forlag,  1904.  948-9 

950  ASIA. 

Helmolt  (Dr,  H.  F.).  The  history  of  the  world ;  a  survey  of  man's  record 
(translation).  Vol.  ii. :  Eastern  Asia  and  Oceania— the  Indian  Ocean. 
New  York  :  Dodd,  Mead  &  Co.,  1904.  950*0 

Doofflas  [Sir  Robert  K.).  Europe  and  the  Far  East.  Cambridge :  University 
Press,  1904.  9« 

t  Murdoch  (James)  and  Yamagata  (Isoh).  A  historv  of  Japan  during  the 
century  of  early  foreign  intercourse.  By  James  Nlurdoch,  M.A.,  in  colla- 
boration with  Isoh  Yamagata.    With  maps.    Kobe :  Chronicle  Office,  1903. 

95> 


3i6  The  Library  Association  Record. 

f  Gnlidc  (Sidney  L.).  Evolution  of  the  Japanese,  social  and  psychic.  New 
York :  Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.,  1903.  951 

t  AaakAwa  (K.),  Ph.D,  The  early  institutional  li£e  of  Japan :  a  study  00  the 
reform  of  a.d.  645.    New  York :  Scribner,  1903.  952 

Pcrier  p.).  Vie  d*Al-Hadjdjadj.  Hon  Yoosof  d*aprH  les  sources  arabes. 
Pans:  Bouillon,  1904.  953 

Smitti  (Vincent  A.).  The  early  history  of  India,  from  b.c.  600  to  the  Maham- 
maoan  conquest,  including  the  invasion  of  Alexander  the  Great.  Daicndoo 
Press.  1904.  954 

A  rery  food  book,  the  work  of  a  pioneer,  **  onutually  well  qualified  **. 

t  Davids  (T.  W.  Rhys).    Buddhist  India.    {The  Story  of  the  Nations.)    Unwin: 

Lee-Warner  {Sir  William).  The  life  of  the  Marquis  of  Dalhousie,  Ilt. 
[Governor-General  of  India,  1846- 1856].     Macmillan,  1904.  954 
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Adams  (Samuel).  The  writings  of  Samuel  Adams.  Edited  by  Henry  Alonso 
Cubing.    Vol.  i.    Putnam's  Sons,  1904.  973 

Farrand  (Livin^ton).  Prof,  of  Anthropology,  Columbia  University.  Basis  of 
American  history,  1500- 1900.     Harper  &  Brothers,  1904.  973 

Thomas  (David  Yancey).  A  history  of  military  government  in  newly  ac- 
quired territory  of  the  United  States.  {Columbia  University  Studies.  .  .  .) 
London :  P.  S.  King.  1904.  973 

Ogg  (Frederick  A.).  The  opening  of  the  Mississippi :  a  struggle  for  supremacy 
in  the  American  interior.     Macmillan.  1904.  efj9 

Coomss.  U.S.A.  Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress.  I774-X789.  Edited 
by  Worthington  Chauncery  Ford.  Vol.  i. :  1774.  Washington  :  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office.  1904.  973*3 

Friedenwald  (H.).    The  declaration  of  independence.    New  York :  Macmillan, 

1904.  m-s 

Baell  (Augustus  C).  History  of  Andrew  Jackson :  pioneer,  patriot,  soldier, 
politician,  president.     2  vols.     Scribner's  Sons.  1904.  973>5fi 

Villard  (Henry).  Memoirs  of  Henry  Villard,  journalist  and  financier,  1835- 
1900.    2  vols.     Houghton.  Mifflin  &  Co.,  1904.  973*7 

The  part  of  these  volames  which  tells  the  author's  memories  of  the  American  Chril  War 

is  a  contribution  to  the  material  of  history. 

Rhodes  (James  Ford).  History  of  the  United  States  from  the  compromise  of 
1850.    Vol.  v.:  1864-1866.     New  York:  Macmillan,  1904.  973»7 

"  Full,  exact  and  impartial,"  of  "  solid  excellence  ". 

Lee  {Captain  Robert  £.).  Recollections  and  letters  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee. 
New  York  :  Doubleday,  Page  &  Co.,  1904.  973-7 

Pearson  (Henry  G.).  The  life  of  John  A.  Andrew,  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
1861-1865.     2  vols.     Houghton.  Mifflin  &  Co.,  1904.  974*4 

McCormac  (E.  I.).  White  servitude  in  Maryland.  1634-1820.  (yokns  Hopktns 
University  Studies  in  Historical  and  Political  Sciettce.)  Baltimore:  The 
Johns  Hopkins  Press,  1904.  97(3 

t  Steiner  (Bernard  C).  Beginning  of  Maryland,  (^yohns  Hopkins  University 
Studies  in  Historical  and  Polittcal  Science.)  Baltimore :  The  Johns  Hopkins 
Press.  1903.  975.2 

Raper  (Charles  Lee).  North  Carolina:  a  study  in  English  colonial  govern- 
ment.    Macmillan.  1904.  97S^ 

Fortier  (Alc^e).  A  history  of  Louisiana.  Vols,  i.-iv.  Paris  and  New  York: 
Manzi,  Joyant  &  Co.,  1904.  97^3 

Remarkable  for  its  fine  illustrations. 

Sanborn  (Frank  B.).  New  Hampshire :  an  epitome  of  popular  government. 
{American  Commonwealths.)     Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  1904.  974*2 
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980  SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Akers  (Charles  Edmond).  A  history  of  South  America,  1854-1904.  Murray, 
1904*  900 

Practically  a  history  of  the  last  thirty  years.    Good  maps. 

Dawson  (Thomas  C).  The  South  American  republics.  {Jke  Story  of  tht 
Nations.)    Vol.  ii.    Putnam's  Sons,  1904.  980.O 

990  OCEANIA. 

Blair  (Emma  Helen)  and  Robertion  (James  Alexander).  The  Philippine 
Islands,  1493-1803.  .  .  .  Vols,  iv.-xv.  [1576- 1609].  Cleveland ;  Arthur  H. 
Clark  Co.,  1903,  1904.  99Z.4 

Turner  (Henry  Gyles).  A  history  of  the  colony  of  Victoria.  ...  2  vols. 
Longmans,  1904.  994.5 

*  Published  in  1902. 
t  Published  in  1903. 


PROFESSIONAL  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 

British. 

Lihrary  World  (May). 

48.  Singleton  (J.  W.). — Bookbinding:  a  suggestion. 

The  library  invcntonr. 

The  libranan  as  a  "  handy- man  ". 

48.  The  writer  considers  the  question  whether  it  is  advisable  to 
buy  large  numbers  of  books  ready  bound  from  the  sheets  at  the  present 
price,  and  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  economical  because  (i) 
the  binding  often  outlasts  the  paper  on  which  the  book  is  printed  ;  (2) 
books  will  last  two  or  three  years  in  the  publisher's  covers  and  can 
then  if  necessary  be  rebound  in  a  cheap  cloth  case ;  (3)  when  books 
are  bought  bound  from  the  sheets,  nothing  is  taken  off  the  price  to 
represent  the  cost  of  the  publisher's  covers.  Thus  a  4s.  book  when 
bound  from  the  sheets  costs  5s.  gd.,  but  the  cost  to  the  publishers  of 
binding  a  new  book  in  cloth  would  be  about  6d.,  and  librarians  are  thus 
pa3nng  for  a  cloth  binding  which  they  do  not  receive. 

Lihrary  Assistant  (June). 

Dallimorb  (F.). — Branch  libraries. 
Hatcher  (S.  A.). — Branch  libraries. 

[For  a  report  of  these  papers  see  L.A.R.,  June,  p.  287.] 
Eleventh  Annual  Report  ol  the  Library  Assistants'  Association. 

Museums  Journal  (May). 

Discussion  on  ''The  relation  of  provincial  museums  to  national 

institutions  ". 
Reviews  of  publications.     Notes. 

Book-Lover's  Magazine.     Vol.  vi.     Pt.  3. 

Melville  (L.). — Some  modem  English  illustrations  {illustrated). 
Strange  (E.  P.). — Early  book  illustration  at  Strassburg  (illustraUd). 
Barrinoton   (M.). — Two  seventeenth-century    biographies    (iUmS" 

trated), 
Blaikib  (W.  G.)* — King  Charles  I.  as  a  book-lover. 
Jackson  (Mrs.  F.  N.). — Sporting  book-plates  (illustrated), 

American. 

Library  Journal  (May). 

Milton  (Mass.)  Public  Library  {illustrated). 

49.  BiRGB  (E.  A.). — Books  and  life. 

5a  Destruction  of  San  Francisco  and  other  California  libraries. 
Wyer  (J.  I.),  Junr. — Prof.  Langlois  on  library  reform  in  France, 

[See  Abstr.  29  in  L.A.R.,  April,  1906,  p.  157.] 
49.  The  writer  begins  by  pointing  out  that  during  the  last  fifty 
years  life  has  been  becoming  rapidly  more  and  more  based  on  books, 
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that  is  on  written  and  systematised  experience  rather  than  on  orally- 
conveyed  experience.  The  school  period  also  for  the  average  child 
has  been  greatly  lengthened.  How  is  the  library  adjusting  itself  to 
this  changed  relation  ?  The  freedom  of  administration  which  has 
come  has  left  unaltered  the  central  purpose  of  the  library,  but  now  in 
addition  positive  and  educational  work  has  begun  for  children  and  for 
adults,  men  and  women.  The  work  with  children  is  aimed  at  forming 
a  voluntary  association  with  books  which  lie  wholly  outside  the  school 
programme.  The  greatly  increased  use  of  libraries  by  women  is  attri- 
buted to  the  recent  acquisition  by  them  of  large  opportunities  for  the 
intellectual  life,  their  natural  conservatism,  and  their  greatly  increased 
leisure  as  compared  with  men.  The  conservatism  of  women  helps 
the  tendency  to  read  seriously  and  for  general  purposes.  But  women 
have  hardly  begun  to  use  books  in  directions  connected  with  their 
trade  or  profession,  because  they  are  not  so  much  exposed  to  com- 
petition. It  is  not  probable  that  fewer  men  read  good  books  than  in 
the  past,  but  the  increase  has  been  less  in  proportion  than  the  increase 
in  women  readers.  The  library  fills  a  space  in  women's  lives  which 
would  otherwise  be  void,  but  the  present  time  is  one  of  decreased 
leisure  and  increased  intensity  of  work  for  all  classes  of  men.  Neither 
will  men  read  good  books  because  they  ought  to  do  so.  In  large 
libraries  a  special  technical  library  with  its  own  librarian  may  be 
started  for  men.  In  smaller  institutions  rooms  may  be  opened  con- 
taining newspapers,  magazines  and  trade  journals  with  reference  books 
on  similar  subjects.  In  some  libraries  the  attractions  have  even  gone 
as  far  as  billiards  and  cards.  The  writer  ends  with  a  warning  that 
the  traditional  use  of  books  must  remain  the  centre  of  library  work, 
and  that  no  new  undertaking  can  warrant  any  loss  on  this  highest 
level. 

50.  A  summary  is  given  of  the  damage  to  library  buildings  and 
stocks  caused  by  the  earthquake  of  i8th  April  last. 

Public  Library  (160,157  vols.).  Main  collection  and  two  branches 
entirely  destroyed.  Four  branches  remaining  with  total  stock  of  30,000 
vols.  The  lot  for  the  new  main  library  has  already  been  purchased,  and 
a  million  dollars  of  bonds  authorised  for  the  building. 

Mechanics*  Institute  Library  (about  120,000  vols.),  founded  in  1854^ 
rich  in  technical,  industrial  and  scientific  works,  and  possessing  a  com- 
plete file  of  British  specifications  of  patents,  completely  destroyed.  The 
librarian  reports :  "  We  propose  to  rebuild  at  once  ". 

Mercantile  Library  (about  80,000  vols.),  strong  in  art  and  literature^ 
completely  destroyed. 

Sutro  Library  (about  200,000  vols.),  an  uncatalogued  collection  con- 
taining materials  for  the  history  of  California,  MSS.  firom  Bavarian 
monastic  libraries,  a  set  of  the  four  Shakespeare  folios  and  a  collection 
of  English  broadsides.  About  120,000  vols.,  including  the  most  important 
English  works,  escaped. 

Other  libraries  destroyed  are:  Academy  of  Sciences  (12,000  vols.), 
two  Law  Libraries  (45,000  vols.),  French  Library  (10,000  vols.),  County 
Medical  Society  (5,000  vols.),  Bohemian  Club  (5,000  vols.),  B'nai  Brith 
Library  (10,000  vols.). 

The  H,  H.  Bancroft  Library  (50,000  vols.]),  on  the  history  of  the 
Pacific  coast,  was  uninjured,  as  was  also  the  library  of  the  University 
of  California,  Berkeley. 

The  buildings  of  the  following  were  more  or  less  severely  injured : 
Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  University,  Santa  Rosa  Public  Library ,  San  Josi  Public 
Library,  Redwood  Free  Library,  Oakland  Public  Library. 
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French. 

Bulletin  des  BibliotfUques  populaires  (June). 

51.  Pbllisson  (M.). — Public  libraries  and  secondary  education.  Re- 
views. 

51.  The  article  is  in  realit}r  part  of  the  concluding  chapter  of  a  book 
on  the  history  of  public  libraries  in  Prance  and  elsewhere  written  by 
M.  Pellisson.  In  his  opinion  the  public  library  is  the  most  important 
of  all  work  of  a  continuation  character.  Without  a  library  continuation 
classes  can  have  no  solidit}^.  Adult  classes  are  little  attended  except 
by  youths,  for  men  do  not  like  to  go  to  school  again.  The  inspectors 
of  elementary  education  in  Prance  speak  highly  of  public  libraries. 
One  of  them  says :  "  Libraries  would  be  able,  if  they  were  richer  in  books, 
to  exercise  an  action  as  powerful  and  deeper  than  courses  of  study  and 
conferences,  and  that  in  a  prudent  manner  and  without  too  much  fatigue 
for  the  masters ''.  Another  says :  **  Continuation  work  must  above  all 
lead  to  reading  and  reflection,  and  allure  personal  effort  *'.  To  do  its 
work  the  public  library  in  Prance  must  be  not  only  enriched,  but  re- 
formed and  transformed.  Twenty-five  years  ago  the  idea  was  that 
public  libraries  existed  to  keep  people  from  the  public-house,  to  procure 
them  some  honest  distractions  and  to  furnish  them  with  some  knowledge 
immediatelv  useful.  Por  this  purpose  mediocre  books  were  supplied, 
but  it  has  been  found  that  the  *'  people  "  do  not  care  for  books  written 
for  the  *'  people,"  but  prefer  those  written  for  all  the  world.  The  con- 
ception that  the  public  library  is  a  philanthropic  work  must  be  resolutely 
renounced,  and  it  must  be  regarded  as  an  instrument  of  culture  and  as  a 
means  of  raising  the  people. 

German. 

Zentralblatt  fur  Bibliothekswesen  (June). 

ScHRBiBBR  (W.  L.). — The  mvestigation  of  woodcuts  and  incuna- 
bula. 

Clemen  (O.). — Bibliographical  items  on  the  history  of  the  Refor- 
mation. 

Wiedemann  (E.).— On  the  photography  of  MSS.  and  printed  matter. 

Alterations  in  the  annual  list  of  University  writings. 

M.  (A.  B.).— The  book  wealth  of  Dresden. 

Hblpsio  (R.). — Oskar  von  Gebhart :  obituary. 

Italian. 

La  Bibliofilia  (April). 

Lesca  (G.). — Unpublished  notes  by  Foscolo  on  Cino  da  Pistoia 
{continued). 

Vajna  de  Pava  (E.).— On  a  MS.  containing  the  Sfera  of  Dati  and 
one  in  the  Laurenzianian  Library  containing  the  Sfera  of  An- 
dal6  di  Negro  {continued), 

BoppiTo  (G.). — Essay  on  the  bibliography  of  Italian  aeronautics 
{continued), 
Rivista  delle  Biblioteche  e  degli  Archivi  (October-December,  1905). 

52.  SoLARi  (Leontina). — The  library  of  Grenoble. 

Lasinio  (E.). — Another  note  on  the  library  at  Settimo. 

Masetti-Bencini  (I.).— Black  caps  {concluded). 

Baldassbroni  (P.)  and  D'Ancona  (P.). — The  library  of  the  Church 
of  San  Lorenzo,  Florence,  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  cen- 
turies. 
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Rivista  delle  BiblioUcke  e  dcgli  Archivi  (January,  1906). 

BoNAVBNTURA  (A.). — Bssay  in  the  bibliogntphy  of  the  vioUn  and  of 
violinists.  , 

Rivista  delle  Biblkteche  e  dcgli  Archivi  (February- April). 

MuNiccHi  (A.).— A  short  unpublished  biography  of  Cosimo  III.  del 

Medici. 
Dallari  (U.).— Prints  of  old  breeds  of  horses. 
Lb VI  (C). — Essay  in  the  bibliography  of  critical  studies  on  Carlo 

Gozzi  at  the  centenary  of  his  death. 
Mazzi    (C). — On  the  method  of  preparing  ultramarine  blue  ;   a 

treatise  by  Pra  Domenico  Baffo. 
Passeroni  (G.  C). — Unpublished  letters  on  the  composition  and 

publication  of  the  Cicerone, 

52.  The  departmental  library  at  Grenoble  was  founded  in  1772  by 
the  purchase  by  the  citizens  of  the  library  of  33,644  vols,  collected  by 
the  late  Bishop  of  Grenoble.  His  heir  sold  them  to  the  city  for  half 
their  value,  and  fired  by  a  like  enthusiasm  the  Order  of  Advocates  made 
over  their  library  also,  consisting  of  6,000  vols.  It  was  placed  provision- 
ally on  two  floors  of  a  house  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  but  a  hundred 
years  after  its  foundation  an  adequate  site  was  found  and  a  new  build- 
mg  erected  on  ground  87  metres  long  and  47  metres  wide.  The  reading- 
room  can  seat  fifty-four  readers ;  the  rooms  on  each  side  are  used  for 
the  exhibition  of  interesting  books,  MSS.,  etc.  The  library  contains 
now  about  180,000  vols.,  7,000  MSS.,  and  636  incunabula.  The  binding 
is  done  on  the  premises  by  a  foreman,  a  workman  and  a  workwoman. 
Books  are  done  in  half  leather  with  sometimes  leather  at  the  comers, 
but  presentations  are  done  in  full  leather,  ornamented  by  a  leather 
shield  bearing  in  gold  the  name  of  the  donor  and  the  date.  The  writer 
states  that  this  library  holds  the  foremost  place  among  French  depart- 
mental libraries,  and  that  it  is  augmented  by  over  1,000  vols,  annually. 

Dutch. 

Tijdschrift  voor  Boek-  en  Bihliothukwexen  (January- February). 

Burger  (C.  P.). — In  memoriam.     H.  C.  Roggeas  bibliographer  and 

librarian  (J>ort,), 
Dbla  Montagnb  (V.  a.). — Pseudonyms  of  an  earlier  day.     Frans 

van  Sterbeeck. 
Vbrheydbn    (P.). — Volumes    with    blind-tooling  in   the    Plantin- 

Moretus  Museum  (illustrated). 

Tijdschrift  voor  Boek'  en  Bibliotheekwexen  (March-April). 

Vbrheydbn    (P.). — Volumes  with   blind-tooling  in    the    Plantin- 

Moretus  Museum  {continued),  (illustrated), 
Db  Boer  (T.  J.).— Reproduction  ot  manuscripts  {fUustraUd). 
Van   Marlb  (R.). — A  fifteenth-century  illustration  of  the  twelve 

months  {illustrated^, 
Caullbt  (G.). — Mechlin  bookbinders  and  booksellers. 

Belgian. 

Revue  des  Bihliothlques  et  Archives  de  Belgique  (March-April). 
Grojean  (O.). — ^Jules  De  Le  Court  (port,), 

53.  Vandbvelde  (A.  J.  J.). — Chemical  notes  on  papers  and  inks. 
Hansay  (A.). — Notes  on  a  MS.  concerning  the  Bogards  or  Brothers 

of  the  Third  Order  at  Zepperen. 
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Fairon  (E.)« — The  library  of  a  canon  of  Li^ge  in  1614  (contitmed), 

G.  (J.  V.  D.).— A  sale  of  MSS.  at  Amsterdam,  3rd-6th  April,  1906. 

Db  L188BNORBZ  (L.). — The  first  Salon  of  the  Book  and  the  foanda- 
tion  of  a  Book  Museum  at  Brussels. 

53.  The  results  of  experience  and  experiments  show  that  too  much 
free  acid  in  a  paper  destroys  the  ink.  Papers  can  be  manufactured 
entirely  free  from  acid,  but  a  little  of  it  does  not  seem  to  do  harm. 
Inks  should  be  made  from  a  mixture  of  lamp  black  and  tannate  of  iron, 
the  former  to  give  a  permanent  black,  the  latter  to  give  a  Qoloured  ash 
if  the  document  should  happen  to  be  burnt 

Bohemian. 

Ceskd  Osveta.    II.    Pt  9. 

DoNT  Q.). — Economical  side  and   importance  of  the  travelling 

library  system. 
Baubr  (V.).^The  Rakovnik  travelling  libraries. 
^ivNij  (L.  J.).— Travelling  libraries  in  U.S.A. 
Bbnbs  (V.).— School  travelling  libraries. 


REVIEWS. 

THE  EDINBURGH  REVIEW.  January,  1906.  No.  415.  Art.  5  : 
The.  British  Museum  Library  and  its  Catalogue.  (20  pp.)  Long- 
mans, Green  &  Co.    6s. 

The  history  of  our  great  National  Collection,  though  oft  told,  still 
bears  retelling,  when,  as  in  the  article  before  us,  new  facts  illustra- 
tive of  its  early  history  are  brought  to  light  The  account  of  Miss 
Girle's  impressions  on  a  visit  to  the  library  in  1759 — the  year  of  its 
opening — and  Gray's  description  of  the  visitors  to  Montague  House  form 
interesting  reading.  We  should  like  to  know  more  of  the  personnel 
of  the  reading  public  and  their  relation  to  the  staff  at  this  period.  In 
connection  with  Mr.  Ashbee's  bequest  of  French  literature  the  writer 
states  that  '*  The  authorities  at  the  Museum  take  upon  themselves  the 
task  of  guarding  the  reader  from  impure  literature,  and  books  of  that 
class  are  rigidly  excluded  from  the  volumes  of  the  Catalogue".  We 
entirely  dissent  from  the  suggestion  that  entries  of  this  class  of  litera- 
ture should  appear  in  the  Catalogue  with  a  special  mark,  but  the 
practice  might  be  stated  in  the  penny  guide  to  the  catalogue  system. 
The  history  and  statistics  of  the  great  Catalogue  of  the  library  are  too 
well  known  to  our  readers  to  require  notice.  The  portion  of  the  article 
which  will  be  of  greatest  interest  at  the  moment  is  the  writer's  criticism 
of  the  Museum  Catalogue  Code.  Pedantic  adherence  to  the  family 
name  in  preference  to  the  literary  form  of  name  first  comes  up  for  the 
critic's  disapproval,  but  the  edge  of  his  criticism  is  blunted  by  the  fact 
that  the  Museum  authorities  are  gradually  altering  their  practice. 
During  the  printing  of  the  above,  "  Voltaire "  has  been  moved  from 
"Arouet"  to  his  more  natural  place,  and  we  may  hope  that  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years  Fenelon,  Montesquieu  and  Paracelsus  will  find 
more  comfortable  quarters.  The  "  Family  Name  School,"  however,  will 
be  not  pleased  to  hear  their  pet  rule  described  as  "  an  elaborate  system 
of  misdirection ".  The  rules  for  entering  anonymous  works  find  no 
favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  critic,  who  prefers  entry  under  authorship 
when  definitely  established.  But  authorship  has  for  many  years  been 
duly  provided  for  by  means  of  the  reference  which  is  invariably  in- 
serted. If  any  change  in  the  present  system  is  contemplated  we  trust 
it  will  be  the  adoption  of  first-word  entry— the  only  system  which  informs 
a  searcher  with  certainty  and  rapidity  whether  a  work,  of  which  the 
correct  title  is  known,  is  in  the  library  or  not.  The  headings  "  Aca- 
demies," "  Periodical  Publications,"  and  "  Newspapers,"  as  may  be 
expected,  come  in  for  some  hard  knocks ;  but  here  change  of  system 
is  not  to  be  expected.  It  is  obvious  that  direct  entry  under  the  name 
of  Society,  Periodical  and  Newspaper  would  have  effected  a  great  saving 
in  the  printing  of  the  Catalogue,  not  only,  as  is  suggested,  by,  the 
elimination  of  references  from  title  entry  to  class  heading  but  by  the 
simplification  of  the  analytical  entries  to  papers  in  the  transactions  of 
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societies,  the  form  of  which  is  unnecessarily  cumbrous,  e,g.^  Ac. 
Washington.  Washington ;  D.C  Smithsonian  Institution.  Smith- 
sonian Miscellaneous  Collections,  voL,  p.  But  these  class-lists  are  of 
the  greatest  value  to  workers  outside  the  Museum,  and  if  the  direct 
form  of  entry  had  been  originally  adopted  the  entries  must  sooner  or 
later  have  been  collected  in  the  form  of  class-lists. 

The  writer  concludes  with  an  appeal  for  a  largely  increased  Binding 
Vote  to  deal  with  the  arrears  mainly  in  the  above  class  of  literature,  for 
a  revision  of  the  Handlist  of  Bibliographies^  the  last  edition  of  which 
appeared  in  1889,  for  the  continuation  of  Mr.  Fortescue's  subject 
indexes,  and  for  the  provision  of  a  reading-room  for  consulting  current 
numbers  of  magazines  and  transactions.  We  trust  that  effect  will  be 
given  to  some  of  the  reforms  above  indicated,  and  that  the  indirect 
appeal  to  Whitehall  will  not  be  altogether  fruitless. 

THE  CONTEMPORARY  REVIEW.  April,  1906.  Horace  Marshall, 
as.  6d.    Art  5:  Direction  for  popular  readers.     By  Ernest  A.  Baker. 

Mr.  Baker  advocates  the  publication  by  the  Library  Association  pr 
some  kindred  body  of  graduated  courses  of  reading  based  upon  the 
triple  division  of  the  users  of  libraries  into  children,  general  readers  and 
students.  He  laments  the  scanty  output  in  this  country  of  annotated 
guides  in  comparison  with  the  wealth  of  American  bibliographical  litera- 
ture of  a  similar  nature.  The  suggestion  that  the  Home  Reading  Unioa 
should  republish  in  book  form  their  numerous  lists  is  one  which  should 
commend  itself  to  librarians,  but  until  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
smaller  public  libraries  is  increased,  or  a  right  of  acquiring  books  on 
loan  from  some  central  institution  is  secured  by  some  addition  to  the 
London  and  County  library  system  the  value  of  these  lists  will  remain 
somewhat  hypothetical,  except  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  librarian 
in  making  his  limited  selection  of  books.  At  present  the  demand  for 
co-operative  bibliographies  is  small,  because  they  merely  serve  to  indi- 
cate the  poverty  of  the  local  collections. 

THE  NINETEENTH  CENTURY  AND  AFTER.  June,  1906. 
Spottiswoode  &  Co.  2s.  6d.  Art.  7:  Mr.  Gladstone's  library  at 
St.  Deiniol's,  Hawarden.     By  Mrs.  Drew. 

^Xonvinced  that  the  future  of  the  human  race  depends,  in  the  main^ 
upon  the  great  question  of  belief,  and  that  the  most  special  and  urgent 
of  present  needs  is  the  need  of  sufficient  means  for  the  effective  promo-  i 

tion  of  Divine  learning,  I  am  engaged  in  the  foundation  of  a  library^  / 

which,  I  trust,  may  form  the  nucleus  of  an  institution  .  .  .  adapted  to 
that  end.  Divine  learning  in  order  to  reach  its  fullest  efficiency,  haa 
been  and  ought  to  be  associated  with  the  various  branches  of  humaa 
knowledge,  especially  with  History  and  Philosophy;  and  it  is  upon  the 
widest  basis  that  the  library  is  being  formed.** 

So  wrote  Mr.  Gladstone  in  1895.  In  1898  a  sum  of  £10,000  waa 
subscribed  and  devoted  to  the  erection  of  a  permanent  home  for  the 
library,  and  since  then  an  equal  amount  has  been  given  by  members 
of  the  Gladstone  family  for  the  purpose  of  affording  suitable  accommoda- 
tion for  the  students.  The  latter  building  will  be  shortly  opened.  Mr. 
Gladstone,  we  are  told,  ^  was  not  a  rabid  book-buyer";  but  the  statement 
a  few  lines  lower,  that  "  subjects  such  as  witchcraft,  strange  religious 
sects,  duelling,  gipsies,  epitaphs,  the  ethics  of  marriages,  etc.,  not  U> 
mention  Homer,  Shakespeare  and  Dante  invariably  commanded  an 
order  (from  the  trade) "  raises  a  suspicion  as  to  the  qualifications  of  the 
founder  as  a  selector  of  theological  literature.    Mr.  Gladstone's  prefer^ 
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ences  for  fixed  shelving  and  for  crowding  a  maximum  number  of  books 
into  a  minimum  area  of  shelving  are  well  known.  But  these  economies 
conflict  with  the  first  essential  of  a  student's  library,  vix,,  close  classifica- 
tion of  subject-matter.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  administration  of  the 
library  will  not  be  limited  too  strictly  by  Mr.  Gladstone's  personal 
preferences  in  these  matters,  which  might  tend  to  frustrate  the  high 
ideals  of  its  founder.  An  annual  income  of  £300  seems  inadequate  for 
the  upkeep  of  a  collection  which  already  numbers  over  30,000  volumes. 

THE  FORTNIGHTLY  REVIEW.  June,  1906.  Chapman  &  Hall. 
28.  6d.    Art  6 :  The  library  of  Petrarch.    By  Edward  H.  R.  Tatham. 

Like  Mark  Twain's  ancestor,  Petrarch  wrote  a  beautiful  hand,  and 
this  faculty,  combined  with  an  inveterate  propensity  for  annotation  on 
the  margins  of  his  books,  has  furnished  modern  scholars  with  a  clue  to 
the  reconstruction  of  the  MS.  collection  of  this  early  lover  of  books. 
The  story  of  the  discovery  of  the  Petrarch  MSS.  in  St.  Mark's,  Venice, 
in  163s,  in  a  hopeless  condition  of  decay  has  been  recently  disproved  by 
M.  Pierre  de  Nolhac.  The  legacy,  although  duly  attested  by  a  record 
preserved  in  the  Venetian  archives,  never  passed  into  the  custody  of  the 
Republic.  The  history  of  the  fate  of  these  volumes  after  Petrarch's 
death  forms  an  interesting  chapter  in  that  of  the  wandering  of  books. 
They  are  now  distributed  in  the  libraries  of  Paris,  Padua,  Rome,  Venice 
and  Milan.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  binding  favoured  by  Petrarch 
was  wooden  boards  covered  in  velvet,  in  some  cases  studded  with  brass 
nails. 

WEBB  (Sidney  and  Beatrice).  Bibliography  of  road-making  and  main- 
tenance in  Great  Britain.  London  :  The  Roads  Improvement  As- 
sociation, I  Albemarle  Street,  W.     1906.    6d. 

The  work  consists  of  the  list  of  authorities  used  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Webb  in  the  compilation  of  their  History  of  English  Local  Government^ 
which  is  in  course  of  preparation.  The  arrangement  of  titles  is  chrono- 
logical— the  only  suitable  method  for  historical  work  and  one  which  we 
are  glad  to  see  is  becoming  more  common  in  bibliographies.  The  bib- 
liography is  imperfect— especially  from  the  constructional  point  of  view, 
for  which  foreign  literature  must  be  consulted.  The  work  of  the  Roads 
Division  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  is  quite  ignored,  but 
there  are  many  useful  references  to  the  history  of  English  roads.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  this  work,  which  makes  no  profession  of  completeness, 
will  be  thoroughly  revised  and  provided  with  a  brief  name  and  subject 
index.  It  will  then  be  a  very  useful  work  of  reference  for  public 
libraries. 

MAGUIRE  (J.  H.).  A  plea  for  the  preservation  of  newspapers. 
Dublin,  1905.     8vo,  12  pp. 

A  paper  read  before  the  Irish  Library  Association  in  1905.  In  spite 
of  Mr.  Lyster's  efforts,  which  date  from  1898,  to  form  a  representative 
collection  of  Irish  newspapers  in  the  National  Library  in  Dublin,  many 
imperfections  still  remain  to  be  made  good.  At  present  about  seventy 
out  of  140  Irish  newspapers  are  filed,  with  the  inevitable  result  of  creat- 
ing **  another  congested  district "  within  the  library  buildings.  The 
writer  gives  a  good  summarv  of  the  difficulties  attending  the  admini- 
stration of  a  newspaper  collection,  and  enforces  the  necessitjr  of  the 
local  libraries  which  are  now  springing  up  under  the  Libranes  Acts 
taking  their  fair  share  of  the  burden. 
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AN  LEABHARLANN.  [The  Library.]  The  journal  of  Cumann  na 
Leabharlann.  Vol.  ii.  No.  i.  April,  1907.  Dublin:  Browne  & 
Nolan  Ltd.     8vo,  107  pp.,  portrs.     68. 

Elsewhere  in  this  number  the  encouraging  progress  of  the  library 
movement  in  Ireland  is  referred  to.  This  is  the  third  number  of  the 
journal  of  the  Irish  Library  Association,  which  was  formally  established 
on  the  2nd  of  June,  1904,  and  has  already  enrolled  132  members.  If  we 
may  judge  by  its  contents  the  prospects  of  the  new  Society  are  very 
promising,  for  the  volume  contains  evidence  that  the  Society  is  based 
on  the  broad  foundation  of  the  study  of  Irish  history  and  literature  as 
well  as  that  of  library  history  and  administration.  In  this  respect  the 
sister  Society  has  set  a  good  example  to  our  Association.  The  first 
article  is  a  memoir  of  the  Irish  antiquary,  John  O'Donovan  (1809-61), 
and  contains  a  full  bibliography  of  his  writmgs.  Two  articles  in  the 
Irish  character  must  be  passed  over  in  silence,  but  Mr.  J.  Condon's 
scholarly  bibliography  of  Irish  history,  arranged  by  periods,  deserves 
favourable  notice.  The  classification  and  annotation  of  the  entries  are 
excellent.  Under  the  heading  "  Irish  pirated  editions,"  Mr.  E.  R.  M*C. 
Dix,  whose  name  is  familiar  to  all  in  connection  with  Irish  bibliography, 
gives  a  short  account  of  the  work  of  the  piratical  printers  of  Dublin  m 
the  eighteenth  century.  Plays,  poetry  and  fiction  suffered  most  from 
their  depredations.  Possibly  works  on  domestic  economy,  books  of 
receipts  would  yield  further  instances  of  their  "  enterprise ".  The 
article  concludes  with  a  reprint  of  the  "  Case  of  Samuel  Richardson  " 
regarding  the  publication  of  his  "  new  and  moral  work,"  The  History 
of  Sir  Charles  GrandisoUy  by  some  Dublin  printers  before  it  was  pub- 
lished in  London.  The  story  of  this  piracy  is  to  be  found  in  Knight's 
Shadows  of  the  Old  Booksellers ^  but  we  are  grateful  to  Mr.  Dix  for  re- 
producing the  document  in  extenso, 

JOHN  RYLANDS  LIBRARY,  MANCHESTER.     Bulletin.     VoL  i. 
No.  4.     May,  1906.     Manchester.    4to,  pp.  181-261.     is. 

Besides  recording  notable  additions  to  the  library,  Mr.  Guppy 
makes  the  important  announcement  that  a  series  of  facsimiles  to  be 
known  as  '*The  John  Rylands  Facsimiles"  has  been  authorised  by  the 
governors  of  the  library.  A  list  of  the  seven  works  to  be  published  in 
the  course  of  the  present  year  is  given.  They  include  specimens  of  the 
presses  of  Caxton,  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  the  printer  of  the  "Speculum," 
William  de  Machlinia,  Pfister  and  Schoeffer.  The  edition  is  limited 
to  250  copies  of  which  100  are  reserved  for  distribution  to  the  principal 
libraries  of  the  world.  Early  application  should  be  made  by  those 
interested  to  Messrs.  Sherratt  &  Hughes,  27  Ann  Street,  Manchester. 
Preference  will  be  given  to  applications  for  the  whole  series.  The 
price  of  the  volumes  is  not  fixed,  but  it  is  estimated  that  the  five  smaller 
works  will  not  exceed  five  shillings. 

BOGSAMLINGSBLADET.      Udgivet  of  ''  Danmarks  Folkebogsam- 
linger".     Ansvarlig:  J.  Bjerre,  Lemvig.     Nr.  i.     May,  1906.     Svo. 

This  is  the  first  number  of  a  publication  to  be  issued  by  the  As- 
sociation of  Danish  Public  Librarians.  It  contains  an  account  of  the 
foundation  of  the  Association  on  2Sth  November,  1905,  with  the  re- 
gulations then  drawn  up,  a  portrait  of  Prof.  A  S.  Steenberg  and  an 
annotated  list  of  new  publications.  The  issue  of  this  publication  is 
another  welcome  sign  of  the  awakening  in  public  library  matters  which 
seems  to  be  taking  place  throughout  Europe. 
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GABRIEL  PEIGNOT.  A  list  of  his  works  preserved  in  the  Reference 
Department  of  the  Wigan  Free  Public  Library;  with  an  intro- 
ductory notice  by  Henry  Tennyson  Folkard,  F.S.A.,  1905.  [Wigan, 
^90$']  4to,  20  pp.    Twenty-five  copies  printed  for  presentation  only. 

Wigan  is  fortunate  in  the  possession  of  an  extensive  collection  of 
the  writings  of  Gabriel  Peignot,  more  complete  than  can  be  found  else- 
where in  the  United  Kingdom.  Mr.  Folkard  has  compiled  a  useful 
catalogue  of  the  collection,  with  a  biographical  introduction  to  which  is 
appended  a  list  of  Peignofs  works  in  the  Biblioth^que  Nationale  at 
Paris.  Peignot's  numerous  contributions  to  bibliography  are  not  only 
rare,  having  usually  been  issued  in  limited  editions,  but  they  possess 
the  merit  ofbeing  readable.  He  was  a  man  of  great  and  varied  reading, 
and  as  he  always  wrote  about  books  from  a  personal  acquaintance, 
his  works  retain  a  practical  value  not  always  to  be  found  in  treatises  ^ 
of  greater  pretensions  and  more  recent  date. 

H.  R.  T. 


NOTES  AND  NEW& 

Readers  or*  desired  to  address  carnmunicmtions  for  the  Notes  and  Nsws 
secHon  (Adoptions,  Benefactions,  New  Buildings^  Notes  on  Library  Practice^ 
Appointments,  Obituaries)  to  Mr.  Henry  Bond^  Wkiicomb  House^  IVhitc&mb 
Street,  Pall  Mall  East,  S.W. 

BENEFACTIONS. 

ABERDOUR. — The  small  library  of  Aberdour  has  recently  received 
gifts  of  a  somewhat  unusual  character,  as  well  as  a  supply  of  books  from 
Mr.  James  Coats,  of  Paisley.  The  donations  include  a  number  of  bibles 
for  the  old,  sixty  volumes  for  pupils  of  the  public  schools,  and  a  fountain 
pen  for  the  librarian.  Mr.  Love,  of  Paisley,  has  also  presented  sixty 
pairs  of  spectacles  to  those  in  need  of  such  physical  aid  to  reading. 

BOURNEMOUTH.— The  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville  has  given  a 
site  for  a  branch  library  at  Winton,  and  thus  Bournemouth  will  receive 
the  benefit  of  a  part  of  Mr.  Carnegie's  proffered  gift. 

NORTHAMPTON.— Mr.  Carnegie  has  withdrawn  his  offer  of  £5,500 
to  the  Northampton  Town  Council,  and  substituted  for  it  an  offer  of 
;f  15,000  for  a  more  complete  scheme. 

PLYMOUTH.— Mr.  Carnegie  has  offered  £15,000  to  Plymouth  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  building  for  the  public  library.  In  his  letter  he 
states  that  his  "belief  is  that  it  is  better  to  have  a  moderate-sized 
central  library,  because  a  growing  place  like  Plymouth  will  probably 
require  a  branch  library  or  two  before  very  long".  The  usual  site 
condition  accompanies  the  offer. 

SCARBOROUGH.— Mr.  Carnegie  has  undertaken  to  contribute 
£7)500  towards  the  establishment  of  a  public  library  in  Scarborough, 
and  Lord  Derwent  has  signified  his  willingness  to  contribute  £500 
towards  the  cost  of  the  site.  The  usual  Carnegie  conditions  are  at- 
tached to  the  gift ;  but  as  the  Town  Council  is  timorous  about  adding 
to  the  already  heavy  rates,  the  question  remains  in  abeyance  for  the 
present. 

YORK.— The  York  Public  Library  Committee  has  received  a  gift 
of  £100  from  Mrs.  W.  W.  Morrell  to  be  expended  upon  books  for  the 
juvenile  section  of  the  library.  As  a  condition  of  the  gift,  the  Com- 
mittee has  agreed  to  reduce  the  age  at  which  children  may  become 
borrowers  from  the  library. 

NEW  BUILDINGS  AND  EXTENSIONS. 

BRISTOL.— On  the  20th  June  the  large  Central  Librarvat  Bristol, 
built  and  equipped  with  the  bequest  of  £50,000  by  the  late  Mr.  Vincent 
Stuckey  Lean,  was  formally  opened  by  Lord  winterstoke.  Prior  to 
the  opening  ceremony  the  Lord  Mayor  (Mr.  A.  J.  Smith)  entertained 
the  chief  guests  to  luncheon,  those  present  including  the  librarians  of 
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sibout  a  dozen  libraries.  The  Lord  Mayor  presided  at  the  subsequent 
ceremony,  and  Alderman  J.  Walls,  the  Chairman  of  the  Libraries 
Committee,  made  a  statement  in  regard  to  the  building  and  its  con- 
tents, and  traced  the  growth  of  the  collection  of  books  now  housed  in 
the  new  building,  the  earliest  bequest  being  that  of  Archbishop  Matthew 
in  1628.  A  short  speech  was  then  delivered  by  Lord  Winterstoke  in 
declaring  the  library  open,  in  which  he  said  that  many  gifts  of  value 
had  been  made  by  men  in  many  cities,  but  he  did  not  think  that  the 
gift  of  a  hospital,  school,  or  great  architectural  work  could  possibly 
compare  with  the  advantage  that  would  accrue  from  the  gift  of  Mr. 
Vincent  Stuckey  Lean  of  that  magnificent  library.  The  inaugural 
address  was  then  delivered  by  the  Rev.  A.  A.  David,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  first  enlarged  on  the  history  behind  the  building  and  then 
said :  To  a  great  many  of  those  who  would  enjoy  the  benefits  of  that 
institution  a  book  meant  a  story-book.  They  were  presented  from  time 
to  time,  by  those  who  kept  the  record  of  similar  places  elsewhere,  with 
:statistics  showing  that  a  vast  number  of  readers  read  nothing  else. 
And  there  were  many  who  shook  their  heads  over  these  figures  and 
bewailed  their  degraded  taste,  and  laid  it  down  that  they  must  either 
read  solid  literature  or  none.  Well,  he  was  not  sure  that  he  altogether 
agreed.  Fiction  was  a  good  thing  in  its  place.  In  common  with  other 
i;ood  things  they  might  take  too  much  of  it,  they  might  enjoy  the  wrong 
Jcind  in  each  other's  judgment ;  but  even  if  another  found  satisfaction 
or  refreshment  only  in  a  story  which  he  considered  silly  and  dull  he 
would  not,  therefore,  condemn  him  to  read  nothing  at  all.  Moreover, 
it  was  a  bad  thing  to  be  frightened  by  numbers  Percentages  were 
alarming  when  they  were  big,  but  there  would  always  be  a  minority — 
in  that  place  he  hoped  a  growing  minority — and  perhaps,  like  other 
minorities,  it  might  one  day  become  a  majority,  who  would  possibly 
have  read  all  the  novels  of  the  collection,  or  as  many  as  they  could 
stand,  and  then  for  a  new  experience  would  penetrate  a  littb  further 
than  the  ante-chamber  where  the  novels  were,  and  learn  what  it  meant 
to  enjoy  the  society  of  books — real  books.  Such  a  pilgrimage  once 
made,  the  first  step  had  been  taken  to  the  capacity  for  a  very  peculiar 
and  delicate  enjoyment,  and  happy  were  those  who  found  such  oppor- 
tunity for  it.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  motive  of  many  who  would 
-wander  there  would  be  no  very  serious  motive.  It  might  be  dilettante 
at  the  best ;  it  mi^ht  have  been  nothing  better  than  curiosity.  But  that 
was  precisely  what  he  wanted  to  stimulate.  He  wanted  people  to  be 
curious  of  that  which  lay  hidden  in  those  storehouses  of  wisdom  and  of 
wit.  Interest  in  and  wonder  at  the  works  of  Nature  and  the  doings  of 
man  were  products  of  civilisation,  and  excited  emotions  which  did  not 
diminish,  but  increased  with  increasing  knowledge  and  civilisation. 
Feed  them  and  they  grew ;  minister  to  them  and  they  would  greatly 
multiply.  We  heard  much  indeed  of  what  was  called  idle  curiosity, 
.but  he  was  loth  to  brand  any  form  of  curiosity  as  necessarily  idle. 
It  had  in  it  the  rudiments  of  infinitely  varied  delights.  It  could  be 
turned,  and  should  be  turned,  into  a  curiosity  for  which  nothing  that 
had  been  done,  or  thought,  or  suffered,  or  believed,  no  law  which 
governed  the  world  of  matter  or  the  world  of  mind,  could  be  wholly 
alien  or  uninteresting.  Truly  curiosity  was  one  of  the  needs  of  culture, 
and  he  trusted  that  many  inquisitive  souls  would  come  and  pry  there 
into  great  minds.  If  they  learnt  nothing  else  they  would  learn  at  least 
a  new  delight— the  society  of  books  in  their  own  homes.  He  had  said 
nothing  of  the  more  solid  benefits  which  that  library  would  confer  on 
the  multitude  who  used  it — the  opportunities  of  serious  study,  the 
chances  for  a  man  already  interested  in  a  line  of  his  own  to  follow  up 
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that  line  and  gather  into  it  rich  stores  of  borrowed  wisdom.  These 
were  sufficiently  obvious.  He  had  preferred  to  dwell  upon  another 
gift,  just  as  precious,  he  thought,  and  very  real  because  it  was  a  spiritual 
gift,  waiting  now  for  many  who  should  come  and  learn  to  enjoy  it. 
And  he  liked  to  think  of  them  passing  from  the  outer  turmoil  to  that 
calm  retreat,  there  to  forget  their  troubles,  to  mingle  easily  in  noble- 
company,  to  lift  their  minds  to  great  thoughts ;  and  passing  out  again, 
not  always  measurably  the  richer  for  information  gained,  but  certainly 
the  happier  for  true  refreshment,  and,  it  mi^ht  be,  the  stronger  in  inward 
health,  with  some  morbid  taint  of  mind  wiped  out,  some  spiritual  sick> 
ness  treated. 

Votes  of  thanks  to  Lord  Winterstoke,  the  Rev.  A.  A.  David,  the 
executors  of  the  late  Mr.  Vincent  Stuckey  Lean,  and  the  Lord  Mayor 
terminated  the  formal  proceedings,  after  which  the  guests  were  enter- 
tained to  music  and  light  refreshments,  and  inspected  the  building. 

ERDINGTON.— A  stone  to  commemorate  the  founding  of  the 
Erdington  Public  Library  was  laid  on  the  27th  June  by  Councillor  A. 
Paget  Evans«  the  Chairman  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

ISLINGTON.— The  foundation-stone  of  the  Islington  Central 
Public  Library,  in  Holloway  Road,  was  laid  by  the  Mayor  (Alderman 
Henry  Mills,  J.P.)  on  the  i6th  June.  Councillor  T.  F.  Bryen,  Chainnai> 
of  the  Public  Libraries  Committee,  presided  at  the  ceremony,  and 
delivered  an  address  which  dealt  with  the  growth  of  the  libraries,  the 
aims  of  the  Libraries  Committee,  and  the  delights  of  reading.  The 
laying  of  the  stone  by  the  Mayor  was  followed  by  a  dedicatory  prayer 
by  the  Vicar  of  Islington,  and  then  by  speeches  by  the  Mayor,  Sir 
•  Albert  Rollit,  LL.D.,  and  others. 

On  the  30th  June  a  similar  ceremony  took  place  at  the  West 
Islington  Library,  Thornhill  Square,  when  Mr.  Thomas  Lough,  M.P., 
Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education,  presided,  and  the 
foundation-stone  was  laid  by  Councillor  T.  F.  Bryen,  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Libraries  Committee.  Interesting  speeches  were  delivered  by 
these  two  gentlemen,  and  by  the  Mayor  of  Islington,  who  proposed  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Councillor  Bryen. 

KING'S  NORTON  AND  NORTHFIELD.— The  opening  cere- 
mony  of  the  King's  Heath  Public  Library  took  place  on  the  nth  June.  • 
Mr.  W.  Coley,  Chairman  of  the  District  Council,  presided  at  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  Mr.  Olivieri,  Chairman  of  the  Libraries  Committee,  de- 
clared the  building  open.  On  the  asrd  June  the  Selly  Oak  Public 
Library  was  declared  open  by  the  donor  of  the  site,  Mr.  Thomas 
Gibbons,  and  at  this  ceremony  Mr.  Olivieri  presided.  Each  of  the 
buildings  has  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  £2,000,  provided  out  of  the 
Carnegie  grant  of  ;f  12,500. 

LONG  EATON.— On  the  23rd  June  the  Long  Eaton  Public 
Library  was  declared  open  by  Lord  Fitzmaurice,  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  who  delivered  an  address  appropriate  for  the 
occasion.  Sir  Walter  Foster,  M.  P.,  who  had  taken  a  great  interest  in 
the  movement  and  secured  the  gift  from  Mr.  Carnegie,  proposed  the 
vote  of  thanks  to  Lord  Fitzmaurice. 

PLEASLEY.— The  opening  ceremony  of  the  Pleasley  Public 
Library  was  performed  on  the  9th  June  by  Mr.  F.  Vemey.  The  total 
cost  of  the  building  has  been  about  ;f  900,  of  which  Mr.  Carnegie  con- 
tributed ;f400. 

POPLAR.— On  the  23rd  May  a  reception  was  held  by  the  Mayor 
of  Poplar,  Councillor  J.  Z.  Cohill,  I. P.,  to  celebrate  the  opening  of  the 
library  in  the  Bromley  portion  of  the  borough,  which  took  place  on  the 
1st  May. 
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ST.  PANCRAS. — A  stone  to  commemorate  the  establishment  of 
the  first  public  library  in  St.  Pancras  was  laid  at  the  Highgate  Branch 
Library,  Chester  Road,  on  the  14th  June,  by  Councillor  H.  T.  Ashby, 
Chairman  of  the  Education  and  Public  Libraries  Committee.  The 
ceremony  was  presided  over  by  the  Mayor,  Councillor  George  Hickling, 
J. P.,  who  said  that  although  St.  Pancras  was  late  in  adopting  the; 
Public  Libraries  Acts,  it  was  very  far  from  last  in  other  municipal 
undertakings,  and  they  hoped  soon  to  put  themselves  in  the  forefront 
as  regards  libraries  also.  Before  laying  the  stone,  Councillor  Ashby 
delivered  an  excellent  address  which  dealt  mainly  with  the  development 
of  the  library  movement  in  this  country,  and  the  steps  taken  to  put  the 
Acts  into  operation  in  St.  Pancras.  Councillor  A.  W.  Claremont  spoke 
on  the  educational  advantages  of  public  libraries,  and  a  dedicatory 
prayer  was  offered  by  Alderman  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Suttle.  Other  speakers 
included  the  Mayor  of  Islington,  Alderman  Henry  Mills,  J. P.,  Councillor 
A.  J.  Mundella,  and  Councillor  Dr.  R.  M.  Beaton,  L.C.C. 

SWINTON.— The  Public  Library  at  Swinton  was  opened  on  the 
25th  of  June  by  Sir  William  Holland,  M.P.,  the  ceremony  being  pre- 
sided over  by  Mr.  W.  Hague,  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee. 

TWICKENHAM.— The  foundation-stone  of  the  new  building  for 
the  Twickenham  Public  Library  was  laid  on  the  i8th  June  by  Mr. 
F.  W.  Allison,  J.  P.,  Chairman  of  the  District  Council,  and  the  ceremony 
was  presided  over  by  Prebendary  H.  Prosser,  Chairman  of  the  Library 
Committee.  Both  gentlemen  delivered  interesting  and  appropriate 
addresses,  and  the  latter  also  recited  a  dedicatory  prayer. 

WAKEFIELD.— Mr.  Carnegie  visited  Wakefield  on  the  2nd  June 
to  open  the  Public  Library  for  which  he  has  contributed  ;f 8,000,- 
and  to  receive  the  freedom  of  the  city.  A  feature  of  considerable 
interest  in  connection  with  the  opening  was  the  public  presentation  by 
Mr.  Charles  Skidmore,  Stipendiary  of  Bradford,  of  his  unique  library, 
dealing  with  Wakefield  and  its  vicinity.  The  proceedings  were  pre- 
sided over  by  the  Mayor  of  Wakefield,  Alderman  H.  S.  Childe.  In  the 
course  of  his  opening  address  Mr.  Carnegie  said :  **  I  am  glad  to  see 
working  men  here.  This  is  your  library.  Your  vicar  and  your  member 
have  access  to  books  elsewhere,  but  this  library  is  the  library  of  the 
people,  and  the  humblest  citizen  supports  this  library.  This  is  no 
pauperising  institution,"  he  remarked  with  emphasis.  *^  Mr.  Skidmore 
and  I  have  not  done  much,  but  you  have  undertaken  to  support  the  library 
by  taxation,  and  there  is  not  a  man  here  who  will  not  contribute."  He 
went  on  to  say  he  hoped  the  people  of  Wakefield  would  show  a  desire 
to  benefit  by  the  instruction  they  would  get  from  the  library,  and  rise 
in  the  scale  as  every  man  has  the  opportunity.  "  You  thank  me  for 
what  I  have  done,"  he  exclaimed.  "  No  ;  I  have  lived  long  enough  to- 
know  it  is  far  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive,  and  it  is  I  whO' 
should  thank  you  citizens  for  taxing  yourselves  to  maintain  this  lib- 
rary ;  and  my  thanks  to  you  will  be  grateful,  profound  and  everlasting, 
if  you  receive  this  benefit  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  intended,  and  if 
you  use  this  library,  and  spend  your  evenings  here,  instead  of  in  places 
where  you  waste  money  which  you  should  save  for  a  rainy  day.  Believe 
me,  my  remembrance  of  you  will  be  long,  although  my  stay  here  is. 
short."  The  freedom  of  Wakefield  was  afterwards  conferred  upon  Mr. 
Carnegie  at  the  Town  Hall. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

BRIGHTON:  Farewell  to  Mr.  Minto. — A  luncheon  was  given  in 
the  Royal  Pavilion  on  the  6th  June  by  way  of  a  farewell  to  Mr. 
Minto  before  leaving  to  take  up  his  duties  as  Librarian  of  the  Signet 
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Library,  Edinburgh.  The  Mayor  occupied  the  chair  and  proposed  the 
health  of  Mr.  Minto.  Most  of  the  speeches  were  of  the  mingled 
character  of  congratulation  and  regret  usual  on  these  occasions,  but  in 
a  concluding  speech  Mr.  Minto  touched  a  more  serious  note.  He  spoke 
of  the  work  of  the  library,  and  said  plainly  that  Brighton  fails  to  ap- 
preciate the  great  possession  it  has  in  its  library  and  museum,  and  that 
a  section  of  the  Council  was  indifferent  in  regard  to  the  institution. 
He  strongly  advised  the  Council  to  advertise  the  library  more.  Two 
«ngros8ed  addresses  were  presented  to  Mr.  Minto,  one  from  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  other  from  the  staff. 

CROYDON :  School  Children  and  the  Libraries.— A,  new  develop* 
ment  of  much  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Croydon  Public  Libraries 
Committee  is  that  of  lessons  to  the  elder  children  in  elementary  schools 
in  the  use  of  the  institution.  The  scheme,  which  has  had  the  hearty 
support  of  Mr.  Stewart  A.  Robinson,  the  Chief  Inspector,  has  been 
approved  by  the  Education  Committee.  A  party  of  children,  about 
twenty  in  number,  is  brought  to  the  librar>[  on  Monday  and  Wednesday 
mornmgs  and  a  simple  demonstration  is  given  in  the  use  of  the  library. 
A  brief  description  of  the  lesson,  which  is  a  novel  departure  in  thia 
country,  is  worthy  of  record. 

Boys  are  received  on  Monday  mornings  at  lo  o'clock,  and  are 
accompanied  by  their  teacher.  The  lecturer,  who  on  the  occasion  of 
the  inauguration  of  the  lesson  was  the  Chairman  of  the  Libraries  Com- 
mittee (Counvrillor  H.  Keatley  Moore,  B.Mus.),  and  will  be  in  future 
either  the  Chief  Librarian  or  some  senior  member  of  the  Libraries  staff, 
explains  briefly,  in  the  vestibule  of  the  library,  the  position  and  purpose 
of  the  various  departments.  Small  plans  of  the  lending  department, 
showing  the  position  of  the  book-cases  and  the  broad  classification  of 
the  books,  are  then  distributed.  The  children  pass  through  the  en- 
trance doors,  the  locking  wickets,  and  the  method  of  returning  books 
and  receiving  the  borrowers'  tickets  in  exchange  being  described.  The 
lecturer  points  out  the  main  features  of  the  plan,  showing  how  fiction  is 
arranged  round  the  walls,  and  how  the  centre  cases  contain  the  other 
classes  of  literature.  He  next  refers  briefly  to  the  principal  features  of 
the  card  catalogue,  of  which  the  Libraries  contain  a  very  complete 
illustration.  A  tour  round  the  book-cases  follows,  in  which  the  broad 
divisions  of  knowledge  as  represented  in  books  are  explained  in  simple 
language.  The  boys  show  themselves  highly  interested  in  the  progress, 
asking  questions  about  the  labels  and  the  book  numbers.  The  tour 
completed,  the  lecturer  proceeds  to  analyse  and  explain  a  book  number. 

A  selected  **  subject-index "  is  now  given  to  each  child,  and  by 
looking  for  any  subject  in  its  alphabetical  order  the  number  of  the 
subject  is  readily  found.  This  being  made  quite  clear,  each  one  is  given 
a  card  on  which  are  set  out  the  subjects,  titles  and  authors  of  three 
books,  with  an  instruction  to  find  them.  Prom  an  observer's  point  of 
view  this  is  perhaps  the  most  interesting  part  of  the  visit.  The  boys 
•display  the  liveliest  interest  in  the  hunt  for  the  books,  and  it  is  remark- 
able how  little  difficulty  they  experience  in  finding  them.  About  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  is  allowed  for  finding  the  books.  The  children  then 
place  them  in  piles  on  a  table  and  the  lecturer  goes  through  each  pile, 
pointing  out  errors,  if  any.  There  are  extremely  few  errors,  however. 
The  children  then  replace  the  books  on  the  shelves,  and  after  a  brief 
description  of  how  a  book  is  charged  to  a  borrower,  they  depart  to  their 
school  again. 

It  is  possible  that  a  second  lesson  dealing  entirely  with  the  use  of 
the  card  catalogue  may  later  on  be  arranged.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
of  the  value  of  this  work.    To  familiarise  the  children  with  ^e  arrange-- 
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ment  of  the  books,  and  to  teach  them  to  regard  the  library  as  theirs,  so 
that  they  will  naturally  learn  to  use  it  freely  and  wisely,  is  the  object 
aimed  at,  and  that  this  object  is  an  eminently  desirable  one  there  can 
be  no  possible  question. 

GRAVESEND :  Freedom  to  Mr.  Camegie,^On  the  ist  June  Mr. 
Carnegie  was  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  borough  of  Gravesend 
in  recognition  of  his  gift  of  the  new  building  for  the  public  library. 
This  is  the  first  occasion  on  which  the  honorary  freedom  of  the 
borough  has  been  conferred  on  any  distinguished  stranger,  and  Mr. 
Carnegie's  signature  headed  the  list  on  the  new  roll.  The  library 
contains  shelving  for  upwards  of  25,000  volumes,  and  can  accommodate 
at  any  one  time  about  120  readers.  It  is  used  by  from  1,300  to  1.400 
visitors  daily.     The  site  was  given  by  ten  townsmen. 

HAMPSTEAD:  Extension  of  the  Central  Library  Opposed.-^A 
recommendation  of  the  Libraries  Committee  to  extend  the  Hampstead 
Central  Library  at  an  estimated  cost  of  ;£'4,ioo  was  defeated  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Council  held  on  the  24th  May.  The  amendment, 
which  was  carried,  was  "that  no  further  extension  of  the  Central 
Library  building  be  undertaken  until  suitable  branch  library  accom- 
modation be  provided  for  the  Town  and  Belsize  Wards  ". 

LONDON  LIBRARY:  Annual  General  Meetin^.^Tht  Annual 
General  Meeting  of  the  London  Library  was  held  in  the  reading-room 
on  the  14th  June,  when  Mr.  Balfour,  the  President,  occupied  the  chair. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  stated  that  the  number  of  members 
showed  a  decrease  of  ninety-two,  and  the  issue  of  books  was  1,143  less 
than  during  the  previous  year.  The  income  had  been  ;^7,8o6  and  the 
expenditure  ;f6,466.  There  were  at  present  on  the  library  register 
2,909  members.  Interesting  speeches  delivered  at  the  meetmg  by  Mr. 
Balfour  and  Lord  Curzon  appear  in  The  Times  of  the  15th  June. 

NEW  YORK  PUBLIC  LIBRARY :  New  Branches.^The  open-air 
reading-room,  or  "roof  garden,"  at  the  Rivington  Street  Branch  has 
proved  so  successful  and  is  so  greatly  appreciated  by  the  people  of 
the  neighbourhood,  that  this  feature  is  being  incorporated  in  the  plans 
of  three  new  branch  buildings,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  architects. 

The  new  "  roof  gardens "  will  be  somewhat  larger  than  the  one 
at  Rivington  Street  and  more  convenient  The  book-lift  will  be  ex- 
tended to  the  roof,  and  a  shelter  will  be  provided  for  magazines  and 
papers  in  case  of  a  sudden  shower.  These  open-air  reading-rooms 
increase  the  cost  of  construction  of  a  building  by  several  thousand 
dollars. 

The  new  branch  building  in  Hamilton  Pish  Park  will  differ  from 
all  previous  branches  in  havmg  entrances  on  two  parallel  streets ;  the 
second  entrance  will  probably  be  used  for  children. 

The  next  Carnegie  building  to  be  opened  will  be  that  of  the 
Webster  Branch,  which  will  be  ready  in  July.  This  will  be  the  eigh- 
teenth to  be  erected  from  the  Carnegie  Pund  by  the  New  York  Public 
Library.  The  nineteenth  and  twentieth  respectively  will  be  ready  in 
the  autumn,  and  are  both  buildings  of  larger  size  than  the  ordinary 
branch  library. 

The  experiment  of  holding  lectures  in  library  assembly  rooms  in 
co-operation  with  the  Board  of  Education  has  proved  a  success,  and 
several  libraries  will  be  used  in  this  way  next  winter.  Of  the  three 
libraries  now  being  planned  two  are  to  have  assembly  rooms. 

SOUTHPORT;  Fine  for  Writing  in  a  Afo^azin^.— A  reader  at  the 
Southport  Public  Library  was  recently  summoned  for  wilfully  damaging 
a  magazine,  and  appeared  before  the  Southport  Police  Court  on  the  nth 
June.  The  offence  was  that  of  writing  comments  in  the  margins  of 
articles  in  the  Hibbert  Journal^  and  the  penalty  was  20s.  and  costs. 
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STEPNEY :  Hours  of  the  5/a#.— The  number  of  hours  per  week 
•worked  by  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  libraries  has  engaged  the 
Attention  of  the  Libraries  and  Museums  Committee  of  the  Stepney 
Borough  Council.  They  state  that  all  assistants  are  required  to  be  on 
duty  forty-eight  hours  per  week  exclusive  of  meal  times,  and  it  fre- 
fxiuently  happens  that  in  order  to  furnish  meal  time  reliefs,  counter  and 
other  routine  services,  they  have  to  commence  duty  at  lo  a.m.,  and,  with 
(the  exception  of  an  hour  or  two  off  during  the  day,  are  not  free  from 
duty  until  9  p.m.  They  feel  that  such  hours  are  excessive,  and  that  the 
^system  which  at  present  prevails  of  allowing  time  off  in  odd  periods  of 
two  or  three  hours'  duration  in  the  afternoon  and  requiring  the  assist- 
.ants  to  be  on  duty  again  in  the  evening  is  unsatisfactory,  inasmuch  as 
such  intermittent  breaks  in  their  hours  of  duty  can  be  of  no  appreciable 
advantage  to  them.  They  find  that  it  is  not  possible  to  reduce  the 
ihours  of  the  assistants  without  either  increasing  the  number  on  the 
:staff-— a  course  they  do  not  propose  to  suggest^-or  reducing  the  time 
during  which  the  lending  departments  are  open.  They  have  therefore 
xome  to  the  conclusion  that  the  best  course  to  adopt  will  be  to  close  the 
•lending  departments  of  the  libraries  on  one  working  day  of  the  week, 
vix,j  Wednesday.  This  will  enable  the  working  hours  of  the  assistants 
;at  the  several  libraries  to  be  reduced  to  forty-two  per  week,  exclusive  of 
meal  times.  We  are  very  glad  to  note  this  reduction  of  hours,  and  hope 
it  will  be  copied  by  those  Committees  who  still  keep  their  library  assist- 
ants employed  for  more  than  forty-two  hours  per  week,  and  this  in  many 
cases  while  the  hours  in  other  departments  of  the  municipal  service, 
where  evening  work  is  not  compulsory,  are  less  than  forty-two  per 
week.  The  shorter  hours  are  desirable,  in  the  interests  of  the  public 
service,  both  to  afford  opportunities  for  recreation  and  study. 

SUNDERLAND:  New  Branch  Libraries,— The  sketch  plan  of  the 
first  of  the  three  branch  libraries  to  be  erected  at  Sunderland  with  the 
•Carnegie  gift  of  ;£'io,ooo,  has  been  issued,  and  we  understand  that  the 
plans  of  the  other  two  will  be  similar  in  arrangement,  provided  that 
the  sites  allow  of  the  same  treatment.  The  scheme  is  the  well-known 
one  which  has  now  come  to  be  recognised  as  probably  the  best  for  a 
•small  single-storey  branch  of  from  65  to  80  feet  frontage.  It  places  the 
lending  library  in  the  middle,  and  the  public  rooms  on  either  side  with 
good  supervision  from  the  lending  department  afforded  by  means  of 
glazed  partitions.  This  general  plan  has  already  been  carried  out  at 
West  Ham  (Plaistow  Branch),  Woolwich  (Eltham  Branch),  St  Pancras 
(Highgate  Branch)  and  other  places.  We  would  commend  to  the 
.Sunderland  authorities  the  desirability  of  making  the  room  marked 
'* Ladies  Reading-room**  into  a  "Juvenile  Reading-room*'.  The  time 
for  separate  ladies  rooms,  even  in  large  libraries,  has  passed,  and  the 
time  for  separate  juvenile  rooms  is  now  here.  It  is  intended  to  have 
the  open-access  system  in  the  lending  department  of  the  new  branches 
at  Sunderland,  and  by  the  radiating  system  of  shelving  excellent  super- 
vision from  the  counter  is  secured  in  this  department  also,  though  of 
course  the  storage  space  is  reduced  as  compared  with  the  ordinary 
system  of  shelving. 

TYNEMOUTH :  AH  Exhibition,— Under  the  auspices  of  the  Tyne- 
■mouth  Public  Library  Committee  an  exhibition  of  the  art  work  of  the 
late  Mr.  Charles  James  Spence  has  recently  been  opened. 

Mr.  Spence  was  a  distinguished  scholar,  deeply  interested  in  local 
bibliography  and  history.  He  had,  besides,  a  great  reputation  as  an  art 
connoisseur,  but  it  was  only  the  very  few  who  knew  his  skilful  touch  as  a 
water  colourist  and  as  an  etcher.  The  exhibition  is  another  note  in  the 
recrudescence  of  interest  which  is  being  shown  in  local  art,  and  has  been 
aided  in  no  small  manner  by  the  public  libraries. 
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The  choice  collection  on  view  is  taken  from  a  mass  of  drawings 
made  by  the  banker  artist,  and  it  shows  how  he  seized  his  moments  of 
leisure,  or  took  the  opportunity  of  his  travels  on  the  Continent  to  bring 
back  reminiscent  sketches  of  scenes  he  had  delighted  in.  His  style  is 
that  of  the  mid- Victorian  artist,  and  his  painting  is  delicate  rather  than 
forceful.  This  daintiness  and  neatness  of  touch  is  peculiarly  charming. 
We  see  also  that  the  stronger  colour  of  Italy  appealed  to  him,  so  that 
to  those  who  have  had  the  advantage  of  seeing  that  land  of  sun  there 
are  many  drawings  on  the  walls  which  bring  back  pleasant  memories. 

The  goodly  number  of  etchings  show  that  his  early  associations 
with  the  Hamerton  school  lasted  throughout  his  life,  and  that,  if  in 
later  years  the  more  pronounced  characteristics  were  modified,  they 
were  never  wholly  lost 

The  exhibition  is  in  the  Northumberland  Hall,  North  Shields,  and 
is  freely  open  to  the  public  from  three  in  the  afternoon  until  nine  at 
night 

BETTING  NEWS  IN  NEWSPAPERS.— The  concern  as  to 
betting  news  in  newspapers  supplied  to  libraries  grows  apace  in  some 
quarters.  The  Sowerby  Bridge  Public  Library  Committee  has  decided 
to  attack  the  root  of  the  matter  by  petitioning  Parliament  in  favour  of 
a  measure  to  prohibit  the  publication  of  betting  news  in  newspapers, 
and  has  asked  other  library  authorities  for  their  support  The  New- 
port Library  Committee  has  resolved  to  support  the  initiative  of  Sowerby 
Bridge,  but  the  Hammersmith  Borough  Council  has  declined  to  take 
action  in  the  matter. 

CARNEGIE  HONOURS.— On  the  5th  Tune  Mr.  Carnegie  was  pre- 
sented with  the  freedom  of  the  city  of  Salisbury,  and  on  the  ist  June 
with  that  of  the  town  of  Coatbridge.  To  the  latter  place  he  has  pre- 
sented ;f  15,000  for  the  erection  of  a  library,  and  to  the  former  ;£'4,ooo. 

EDUCATION  AND  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.— T/i^  Liverpool 
Courier  of  the  9th  June  contains  an  article  entitled  **  The  Schools  and 
Public  Libraries"  which  calls  attention  to  the  work  of  the  Library 
Association,  makes  a  wise  suggestion  to  Mr.  Alfred  Mosely  concerning 
librarians  visiting  America,  and  is  generally  so  instructive  that  we  have 
much  pleasure  in  quoting  from  it  at  length : — 

**Mr.  Birrell  recently  submitted  a  statement  showing  the  amount 
of  money  expended  in  England  and  Wales  on  elementary  education 
and  on  education  other  than  elementary  under  the  Act  of  1902.  In  the 
year  1904-5  the  amount  of  Exchequer  grants  to  elementary  education 
was  ;^9,662,856,  while  the  sum  provided  from  local  funds  was  ;£^8,464,555, 
making  a  total  of  ;f  18,127,411.  The  estimated  figures  for  the  year 
1905-6  show  an  increase;  the  Exchequer  grants  being  ;f  10,682,935, 
and  the  amount  provided  from  local  funds  ;^9,909,255,  or  a  total  of 
jf 20,592, 190.  The  expenditure  on  'education  other  than  elementary* 
was  m  1904-5  ;f2, 192,306,  and  for  1905-6  is  estimated  to  be  ;f2,763,7i3. 
The  vast  sum  actually  expended  in  liquidating  the  bill  for  elementary 
education  during  the  years  1904-6  is  ;^38,7i9,6oi. 

**  Whether  an  annual  expenditure  of  twenty  millions  is,  or  is  not,  too 
much  to  pay  for  the  elementary  education  of  young  England  and  Wales 
we  are  not  prepared  to  say,  but  it  is  obvious  that  such  an  outlay  ought 
to  secure  for  the  two  nations  a  thoroughly  efficient  system.  Is  the 
present  system  thoroughly  efficient  ?  Various  authorities  think  not 
Among  these  authorities  is  Mr.  Alfred  Mosely,  who  believes  that  we 
can  learn  much  from  America,  and  has  therefore  arranged  for  British 
teachers  to  visit  the  United  States  and  Canada  to  study  the  educational 
methods  of  those  countries.  That  the  American  system  is  entirely 
superior  to  the  British  was  not  unanimously  admitted  by  the  members 
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of  the  Mosely  Educational  Commission  of  1903,  but  there  is  one  branch 
of  their  work  that  American  educationists  confidently  assert  that  thejr 
have  more  fully  developed  than  the  English  school  authorities,  and  that 
is  the  literary  training  of  the  pupils. 

"  English  public  speakers  and  journalists  repeatedly  find  material  for 
severe  criticism  in  the  statistics  of  the  circulation  of  books  from  our 
public  libraries.  It  does  not  appear  to  occur  to  the  critics  that  readers 
at  public  libraries  select  for  themselves  the  books  they  take  out,  and 
that  therefore  the  statistics  of  circulation  may  be  taken  as  indicative 
of  the  quality  of  the  education  the  readers  have  received.  Librarians 
have  been  endeavouring  for  many  years  to  afford  readers  opportunities 
to  select  the  best  literature.  Have  teachers  always  been  as  helpful  as 
they  should  have  been  ?  At  the  Leeds  Meeting  of  the  Library  Associa- 
tion (1903)  there  was  a  conference  on  the  relations  between  public 
education  and  the  public  libraries.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion  a 
librarian  referred  to  the  poor  quality  of  the  literature  in  the  school 
reading;  books.  A  schoolmaster  in  reply  admitted  that  the  reading 
books  now  used  in  the  schools  are  of  an  inferior  quality  compared  with 
those  formerly  used  therein,  and  gave  a  curious  reason  for  the  change. 
The  books  formerly  in  use  contained  extracts  from  the  writings  of 
standard  authors,  which  gave  to  pupils  a  taste  for  good  reading.  The 
Education  Department  issued  an  order  that  boys  and  girls  should  be 
able  to  spell  correctly  the  words  in  the  books  used  for  reading  lessons. 
The  financial  interests  of  the  teachers  took  precedence  of  the  literary 
development  of  the  pupils,  and  reading  books  were  substituted  which 
had  only  the  one  recommendation  that  they  contained  words  any  pupil 
might  hie  expected  to  spell  correctly. 

"  It  must  be  obvious  to  all  who  consider  this  subject  that  a  glaring 
defect  of  our  present  system  of  elementary  education  is  that  it  merely 
teaches  the  children  to  read,  and  fails  to  equip  them  for  continuous 
self-culture  after  they  leave  school.  Librarians  and  schoolmasters 
are  fully  aware  of  this  defect,  and  the  Library  Association  is  making 
strenuous  efforts  to  secure  the  co-operation  of"^  educational  authorities 
to  remedy  it.  The  Americans  say  that  their  system  supplies  the 
remedy,  and  we  strongly  urge  all  schoolmasters  visiting  America  under 
Mr.  Mosely's  scheme  to  study  this  part  of  American  elementary  educa- 
tion. The  merit  of  the  American  system  lies  both  in  the  co-operation 
of  the  schoolmaster  with  the  librarian,  and  the  training  of  the  pupils 
with  the  object  that  when  they  leave  school  they  will  be  qualified  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  the  public  libraries  afford  for 
study  as  well  as  for  recreative  reading. 

'*  This  prompts  us  to  ask  if  Mr.  Mosely  cannot  extend  his  scheme 
so  as  to  permit  librarians  to  go  to  America  at  the  same  time  as  the 
teachers.  Both  sides  would  then  be  able  to  study  together  the  actual 
working  of  the  system  it  might  be  desirable  to  recommend  for  adoption 
in  this  country.  Each  would  see  the  duty  to  be  performed  by  the 
other,  and  the  conversations  and  discussions  which  would  arise  would 
produce  the  most  beneficial  effect.  The  only  difference  the  adoption  of 
this  suggestion  could  make  to  Mr.  Mosely  would  be  to  increase  slightly 
the  number  willing  and  able  to  avail  themselves  of  his  generous 
efforts  in  the  cause  of  education. 

'*  To  assist  the  education  of  young  readers  is  a  part  and  not  the  whole 
of  library  work.  We  have  on  former  occasions  in  these  columns  em- 
phasised the  fact  that  the  public  libraries  are  workshops,  and  not  schools 
— a  fact  generally  overlooked  by  their  critics ;  but  library  authorities 
show  by  their  actions  that  they  regard  the  educational  side  of  the  work 
as  extremely  important.     The  provision  of  juvenile  literature,  special 
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catalogues  for  young  readers,  and  special  rooms  for  them  to  read  in,, 
have  long  been  prominent  features  m  English  public  libraries.  Can 
America  show  proportionately  more  people  able  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  opportunities  offered  by  our  splendid  public  libraries  ?  If  so,  thea 
our  scholastic  and  library  authorities  have  something  to  learn,  and  some- 
thing which  should  not  add  to  the  present  heavy  expenditure  on  ele- 
mentary education,  and  must  not  be  allowed  to  add  to  the  expenditure 
on  this  side  of  public  library  work,  without  abolishing  the  limitation  of 
the  library  rate  to  one  penny  in  the  pound.  To  increase  the  library  ex- 
penditure for  educational  work  without  increasing  the  income  would  re- 
sult in  diminishing  the  usefulness  of  the  library  for  students  and  workers 
at  a  time  when  their  numbers  should  be  increasing.  It  is  quite  impos- 
sible to  obtain  immediate  results  in  educational  work.  The  large  sums 
of  money  now  expended  show  that  the  nation  is  prepared  to  pay  gener- 
ously for  education,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  our  civic  rulers  to  see  that  the 
money  is  wisely  expended.  Mr.  Alfred  Mosely  is  to  be  highly  com- 
mended for  enabling  them  to  make  international  comparisons  of 
methods." 
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APPOINTMENT& 

Friend  (Sydney  B.). — Mr.  S.  B.  Friend,  who  has  mainly  been  en- 
gaged in  publishing  work  in  this  country  and  abroad,  has  been  ap- 
pointed Librarian  of  the  Public  Library,  urahamstown,  South  Africa. 

Gently  (Edwin  J.). — Mr.  E.  J.  Gentry,  Assistant  Librarian,  Lin- 
coln, has  been  appointed  first  Librarian,  Morley. 

Ron  (Mr.). — Mr.  Ross,  Assistant,  Newcastle  Public  Libraries,  has 
been  appointed  Assistant  Librarian,  York  Public  Library. 

Stobie  (W.  A.).— Mr.  W.  A.  Stobie,  Librarian-in-Charge,  Upper 
Norwood  (Lambeth  and  Croydon  joint)  Public  Library,  has  been  ap* 
pointed  Chief  Cataloguing  Assistant,  Adelaide  Public  Library,  South 
Australia. 

Toms  (H.  S.). — Mr.  H.  S.  Toms,  Assistant,  Hove  Public  Library, 
has  been  appointed  Curator.  The  appointment  is  to  be  subordinate 
to  the  general  control  of  the  institution  by  the  Chief  Librarian  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Museums  and  Art  Galleries. 

Wells  (C.).— Mr.  C.  Wells,  Senior  Assistant,  Hove  Public  Library, 
has  been  appointed  Chief  Assistant,  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Library, 
Norwich. 


OBITUARY. 

CAMPBELL  (George  Lamb,  J.P.).— The  death  of  Mr.  George  Lamb 
Campbell,  J. P.,  which  took  place  at  Southport  on  7th  June,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven,  is  a  distinct  loss  to  the  library  world.  His  great  experi- 
ence as  the  general  secretary  of  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire,  and 
North  Wales,  and  other  permanent  relief  societies  supplied  him  with  a 
gift  of  organising  power  well  known  all  over  the  North  of  England. 
This  gift  he  generously  exercised  in  behalf  of  municipal  libraries.  He 
was  appointed  an  honorary  member  of  the  Wigan  Public  Library  Com- 
mittee, when  the  Libraries  Acts  were  adopted  in  1876,  and  rarely  missed 
a  meeting  of  Committee  until  his  death.  He  joined  the  Library  Associa- 
tion in  1878,  and  attended  the  meeting  held  at  Oxford  in  that  year.  In 
1879  he  was  associated  with  Mr.  Charles  W.  Sutton,  M.A.,  as  the  local 
organising  secretaries  of  the  meeting  held  in  Manchester.  In  the  trans- 
actions of  the  meeting  will  be  found  a  valuable  statistical  report  on 
the  public  libraries  of  the  United  Kingdom  compiled  by  the  joint  secre- 
taries. Mr.  Campbell  also  read  a  paper  on  the  "  Grouping  of  Populous 
Places  for  Librar}^  Purposes".  Soon  afterwards  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council,  and  for  many  years  held  office  and  attended  the 
meetings.  In  1898  he  was  the  general  organising  secretary  of  the 
three  towns'  meeting  held  at  Southport,  Preston  and  Wigan,  under  the 
presidency  of  the  Earl  of  Crawford,  certainly  not  the  least  successful 
of  the  annual  meetings.  Mr.  Campbell's  happy  power  of  speech,  his 
genial  presence,  and  his  wise  advice  always  freely  at  the  service  of  our 
public  libraries  will  endear  his  memory  to  all  librarians  and  others 
engaged  in  library  administration.  At  his  funeral  some  two  hundred 
persons,  representing  numerous  public  institutions,  attended.  The  tele- 
gram sent  by  Lord  Crawford  to  his  family  may  fitly  close  this  brief 
obituary  of  a  worthy  man : — 

"  Pray  accept  my  most  sincere  S3rmpathy.  The  news  of  the  loss  of 
a  real  friend  of  nearly  forty  years'  standing  has  greatly  affected  me,  but 
I  am  only  one  out  of  the  many  thousands  of  the  Permanent  Relief 
Societies  to  whom  his  name  was  a  household  word  and  his  presence  a 
source  of  joy.  Nothing  but  being  under  medical  treatment  keeps  me 
from  being  with  you  this  day. — Crawford." 

FLINT  (Henry).— The  friends  of  Mr.  Henry  Flint  will  hear  with 
regret  of  his  death,  which  took  place  at  "  The  Mount,"  Parkview,  Wigan, 
early  on  the  23rd  June.  The  deceased,  who  was  sixtv-eight  years 
of  age,  had  by  industry  and  integrity  raised  himself  from  humble  origin 
to  an  independence  and  an  assured  position  in  the  commercial  world. 
He  was  a  man  of  considerable  originality,  and  paid  much  attention  to 
many  matters  outside  the  scope  of  his  business.  Besides  being  a 
member  of  the  Library  Association  he  was  connected  with  the  Lanca- 
-shire  and  Cheshire  Antiquarian  Society,  and  frequently  attended  the 
meetings  of  both  those  bodies. 

Henry  T.  Folkard. 


RECENT  LIBRARY  PUBLICATIONS. 

Catalogues,  bulletins  and  other  publications  for  notice  under  this  heading 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Publications  Committee,  Library  Association, 
London  School  of  Economics,  Clare  Market,  London,  W.  C.  After  notice  suck 
publications  wiU  be  placed  in  the  Association  Library, 

CATALOGUES. 

CHICAGO. — Bulletin,  Nos.  71-73:  Accessions  to  the  Chicago  Public 
Library,  May,  1905,  to  February,  1906.     16  pp.  each. 

CHICAGO. — Special  Bulletin,  No.  6 :  Books  for  boys.     1906.     32  pp. 

An  author-list  of  books  suitable  for  boys  from  twelve  to  eighteen  years  ot 
age.     Divided  into  ten  main  classes. 

EASTBOURNE.— Catalogue  of  the  Central  Lending  Library.  1906. 
344  pp.     Price  9d. 

A  classified  catalogue,  with  author-list  and  subject  index.  In  the  author- 
list  the  Dewey  number  precedes  each  entry.  The  contents  of  books  are  some- 
times set  out,  but  there  are  no  annotations. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.— Catalogue  of  fiction  (in  English)  in 
the  Central  Lending  Library.  Edited  by  Basil  Anderton,  B.A^ 
Compiled  principally  by  J.  Walton  and  W.  H.  Gibson.  1906.  Roy. 
8vo,  296  pp. 

Author-list  with  title  index.  Contains  a  chronological  table  of  authors- 
named  in  the  catalogue,  arranged  in  quarter-century  periods.  Forms  the 
second  part  of  the  revised  catalogue  of  the  Central  Lending  Library.  6,775 
volumes  are  catalogued,  each  copy  of  a  work  occupying  at  least  one  line ;  where 
the  library  possesses  ten  copies  ten  lines  beinf  usc3.  The  entry  for  Bleak' 
House  occupies  twenty  lines,  ten  in  the  author-list  and  ten  in  the  title  index. 
Only  short  titles  are  siven  and  there  are  no  annotations.  Such  references  as 
**  Hall,  H.,  Court  Life  under  the  Plantagenets.  See  General  Catalogue,**  and 
"  Hall,  H.,  Society  in  the  Elizabethan  Age.  Su  General  Catalogue,"  are  some- 
times given.    Works  of  local  interest  are  indicated  throughout  the  catalogue. 

BULLETINS,  GUIDES,  JOURNALS,  ETC. 

ACCRINGTON.— The    Accrington    Public    Library   and    Technical 
School  journal.     Vol.  i.     No.  15.     January- March,  1906.     i6  pp. 
Gratis. 
Library   notes   and   news.     Recent   additions.     Local  pamphlets.     Oiv 

matters  educational :  an  insect  romance.    List  of  papers  supplied. 
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BRIGHTON. — Brighton  Library  and  Museum  record.    The  quarterly 
magazine  of  the    Brighton   Public   Library,  Museums   and   Art 
Galleries.     Vol.  i.     No.  3.    April,  1906.    24  pp. 
Notes  and  news.     Additions.     List  of  magazines  in  Lending  Library. 

Keading-list  on  strikes  and  trade  unions. 

CROYDON.—The  Reader's  index.     The  bi-monthly  magazine  of  the 

Croydon   Public  Libraries.     Vol.  viii.     No.  3.     May  and  June, 

1906.    30  pp. 

The  reader's  notebook,  No.  15:  On  Surrey  hills;  Nature  books,  by 
W.  C.  Berwick  Sayers.  List  of  additions  [annotated].  Book  bulletins  of 
current  topics;  volcanoes,  the  Education  Act,  photography,  collector's 
manuals. 

GRAVESEND.— Gravesend  Public  Library.  Topical  list.  No.  i: 
Gardening,  fruit,  vegetables,  botany,  etc.    4  pp. 

MANCHESTER.— Manchester  Public  Free  Libraries.    Quarterly  re- 
cord.    Vol.  ix.     No.  4.    October-December,  1905.    24  pp. 
A  classified  [Dewey]  list  of  additions  to  the  Reference  Library,  with  index 

to  authors  and  editors. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.— William  Shakespeare.      Handlist  of 

editions,  commentaries,  etc.,  in  the  Central  Reference  and  Lending 

Department.     12  pp. 
WANDSWORTH.— Newnes  Public  Library,  Putney.    Our  new  books ; 

a  quarterly  classified  list  of  recent  additions  to  the  library.     No.  2. 

May,  1906.    24  pp. 

The  contents  of  books  are  set  out  where  necessary,  and  annotations  given. 

UNITED  STATES. 

CHICAGO. — The  John  Crerar  Library:  supplement  to  the  List  of 
serials  in  public  libraries  of  Chicago  and  Evanston.  Second 
edition,  corrected  to  November,  1905.  Edited  by  C.  W.  Andrews, 
with  a  bibliography  of  union  lists  of  serials,  by  A.  G.  S.  Josephson. 
1906.     ID  +  220.     28  pp. 

An  index  in  one  alphabet  of  8,460  serial  publications  contained  in  nineteen 
libraries,  2,810  of  which  are  in  foreign  languages. 

GRAND  RAPIDS.— Bulletin  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Public  Library. 
Vol.  ii.     Nos.  2,  3,  4.     February-April,  1906. 

NEW  YORK.— New  York  Public  Library.  Circulation  department. 
Monthly  list  of  additions.  Vol.  v.  Nos.  11,  12.  March  and  Aprili 
1906. 

PITTSBURGH.— Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh.  Circular  of  in- 
formation concerning  the  training  school  for  children's  librarians. 
Fifth  year,  1905-6.     16  pp. 

PITTSBURGH.— Monthly  bulletin  of  the  Carnegie  Libraryiof  Pitta- 
burgh.    Vol.  X.     No.  10.     December,  1905.    48  pp. 
Story-telling  to  children.     List  of  good  stories  to  tell  to  children.    Books 

added  to  the  library  [annotated].     Rules  for  lending  books.     Schedule  of 

library  hours.    Publications  of  the  library. 
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PITTSBURGH.— Monthly  bulletin  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pitts- 
burgh.   Vol.  zi.     Nos.  3,  4.     March  and  April,  1906.    pp.  56  and 
40. 
No.  3.     Contents:   Reading-list  on  nine  operas.     Books  added  to  the 

library  [annouted].    Na  4.    Contento :  Games  for  children.    Books  added  to 

the  library  [annotated],  etc. 

ST.  LOUIS.— St.  Louis  Public  Library  Monthly  bulletin.     New  series. 
Vol.  iv.     Nos.  4,  5.    April  and  May,  1906. 
Na  4 :  Contento :  Recent  additions  to  the  library  [annotated].    Books  on 

Sriculture  and  botany.    Stories  of  the  operas.     No.  5.  Contento:   Recent 
ditions  to  the  library  [annotated]. 

WISCONSIN.— Wisconsin  Library  bulletin.    Vol.  ii.     No.  2.    March- 
April,  1906.     18  pp. 

Best  editions  of  Shakespeare  for  a  library.    What  a  tmstee  can  do  to 
help  a  librarian,  etc. 

WORCESTER.— Recent  additions  to  the  Worcester  Public  Library. 
November- December,  1905 ;  Pebniary-Aprily  1906.    5  parts. 
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Reports  for  analysis  should  be  sent  to  The  Publications  CommittUy 
Library  Association,  London  School  of  Economics,  Clare  Market,  E.C, 
After  they  have  been  noticed  they  will  be  placed  in  the  Association  Library, 
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One  branch,  eleven  school  libraries.    Publication  of  quarterly  journal,  owing 

to  insufficient  support,  ceased  in  December.     An  eight-page  circular,  to  be 

published  three  times  a  year  and  distributed  gratis,  will  be  substituted. 

Museum  free  addresses,  6.     Central  Library  tree  lectures,  18.     Branch 

Library  free  lectures*  18.    Total  attendance,  18,960. 
Housed  in  Vestry  Hall.     Dr.  Carnegie  has  promised  £7,500  for  new  building. 

Reading-rooms  opened  on  loth  May,  and  Lending  Library  on  31st  July, 

1905.     Indicator. 
,  Quarterly  Guide  now  distributed  gratis.    Teachers'  special  tickets  issued. 

Fiction  percenuge,  54.     Increase  of  39,959  vols,  in  issues.    Two  branches. 
Typewritten  report.     Library  closed  one  month  during  removal  to  new 

Duilding.    Age  limit  reduced  to  twelve  years.    Reference  Library  on  open 

shelves,  no  record  of  use. 
Has  a  system  of  supplying  county  schools  with  libraries.    Issues  shown 

are  for  home  reading  only.    Reference  books  on  open  shelves,  no  record  of 

use.    Eighty-one  non-resident  subscribing  borrowers :  annual  subscription 

is  2s.  6d.  for  one  book.    Guarantee  forms  for  adult  borrowers  abolished. 

Donations  to  Book  Fund,  £51  i6s.  6d. 
Stock  includes  1,127  ^o^b.  in  school  libraries.    Issues  include  20,437  in  school 

libraries. 
Stock  includes  26,000  pamphlets.    Issues  given  are  for  the  recorded  use  of 

books :  in  addition  there  were  15,472  periodicals  issued,  and  z68z  admissions 

to  the  stack. 
Stock  includes  72,804  pamphlets.     The   issues  ate  ** books  consulted". 

The  Medical  Department  has  been  tranderred  to  the  John  Crerar  Library. 
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LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION:  PROCEEDINGS  AND 
OFFICIAL  NOTICES. 

May  Meeting. 

Thb  Seventh  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Session  was  held  at  the  London 
School  of  Economics,  on  Monday,  aist  May,  1906,  at  8  p.m. 

Thirty  members  were  present  at  the  meeting. 

The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Lawrence  Inkster,  and  the  ballot 
having  been  suspended,  the  following  candidates,  approved  by  the 
Council,  were  elected  members  of  the  Association : — 

Miss  Inez  Prances  Stebbins,  lecturer  and  Librarian,  Huguenot  College, 

Wellington,  Cape  Colony. 
Henry  T.  Coutts,  Librarian,  North  Islington  Branch  Public  Library. 
James  D.  Stewart,  Chief  Assistant,  Islington  Public  Libraries. 
Greenock  Library,  Watt  Monument,  Greenock. 

As  Associates. 

Harry  Whitelocke,  Librarian-in-Charge,  Central  Library,  Lewisham. 
Stanford  Hale,  Librarian-in-Charge,  Public  Library,  Forest  Hill,  S.E. 
Harry  Richard  Wordsworth  Peters,  Librarian-in-Charge,  Manor  House 

Library,  Lee,  Lewisham,  S.E. 
Alfred    E.    Hatton,    Librarian-in-Charge,   Lower    Sydenham    Branch 

Library,  Lewisham,  S.E. 

In  the  absence  of  the  author,  Mr.  E.  McKnight  (Chorley),  Mr.  E.  A. 
Baker,  M.A.  (Woolwich),  read  a  paper  entitled  ''A  Weak  Point  in 
Library  Administration  "  (see  pages  289-295). 

Mr.  W.  L.  CoLTMAN  (Soutnall)  said  that  experience  of  a  close 
classification  having  letters  and  numbers,  used  with  an  indicator 
divided  into  sections  arranged  in  order  of  accession,  led  him  to  believe 
that  it  was  preferable  to  use  a  letter  quite  distinct  from  the  class  letter, 
as  borrowers  were  confused  by  the  class  number  on  the  book  being 
different  from  the  catalogue  and  indicator  number,  though  the  letter 
was  the  same.  A  showcase  added  to  the  difficulty.  Borrowers  asked 
for  the  letter  and  number  they  saw  on  the  back  of  the  book,  the  assist- 
ant withdrew  it  from  the  indicator,  believing  it  to  be  the  accession 
number,  and  the  reader  got  the  wrong  book.  A  distinctive  letter  for 
catalogue  and  indicator  purposes  would  make  it  apparent  to  the  assist- 
ant that  the  class  notation  had  been  given.  This  applied  especially  to 
libraries  which  could  not  afford  to  have  both  notations  lettered  on  the 
backs  of  the  books. 

Mr.  Snowsill  (Camberwell)  said  that  one  of  the  reasons  in  favour 
of  close  classification  was  its  educational  value  to  the  assistants. 
There  was  no  method  in  the  present  unclassified  system.  All  the 
assistant  had  to  do  was  to  take  a  slip  and  fetch  the  book  required; 
that  was  an  end  of  the  matter,  and  he  learnt  nothing.  He  contended, 
however,  that  close  classification  would  increase  the  difficulties  of 
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issuing.  An  assistant  must  be  trained  before  he  would  be  of  the 
slightest  use  in  serving  at  the  counter,  and,  it  seemed  to  him,  that  this 
difficulty  was  increased  in  the  case  of  the  assistant  who  shelved  the 
books.  Lads  fresh  from  school  could  not  at  once  be  turned  to  account. 
That  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  librarians  did  not  adopt  close  classi- 
fication. The  indicator  was  also  a  bar  to  any  progress  in  the  direction 
of  classification,  because  it  induced  a  mechanical  method  of  finding 
books,  and  was  of  no  advantage  in  training  the  assistant.  Providing 
the  difficulties  of  working  with  the  indicator  could  be  got  over,  he  should 
be  prepared  to  classify  his  library.  If  the  Dewey  system  were  adopted, 
it  appeared  that  an  assistant  had  to  go  to  the  indicator  and  pull  out 
the  indicator  book  to  find  the  class  number.  That  involved  a  great 
waste  of  time  in  the  case  of  a  large  issue,  and  he  could  not  at  present 
see  how  it  could  be  obviated.  Perhaps,  in  the  course  of  the  evening, 
«ome  librarian  might  explain  how  he  worked  rlose  classification  with 
an  indicator.  Of  course  in  open-access  libraries  close  classification 
was  indispensable,  but  with  an  indicator  they  could  get  on  without  it. 
It  was  easy  to  classify  the  books  in  a  reference  library.  He  must, 
however,  confess  that  he  favoured  close  classification  in  the  lending 
department  also,  and  would  be  willing  to  carry  it  out,  although  the 
majority  of  libraries  in  London  were  not  classified. 

Mr.  James  Duff  Brown  (Islington)  said  that  he  quite  agreed  with 
the  conclusions  arrived  at  in  Mr.  Mc Knight's  paper.  He  knew  that 
exact  classification  in  reference  libraries  was  becoming  more  universal, 
and  it  was  gradually  being  more  and  more  adopted.  Library  after 
library  was  coming  round,  and  he  thought  that  in  a  short  time  a  system 
of  exact  classification  would  be  found  in  every  good  library.  One  of  the 
reasons  why  exact  classification  was  disregarded  in  this  country  was  the 
feeling  that  the  public  would  not  understand  it ;  but  his  experience  was 
that  the  public  was  not  so  lacking  in  intelligence  as  librarians  were  apt 
to  imagine.  He  thought  the  sooner  they  got  rid  of  this  idea  the  better 
it  would  be  for  all.  No  difficulty  had  been  experienced  with  the  public 
in  libraries  where  classified  catalogues  had  been  used.  He  quite  agreed 
that  anybody,  even  girls  and  boys  of  fourteen  years  of  age,  could  just 
as  easily  pick  up  any  ordinary  system  of  exact  notation  as  an  alphabe- 
tical system,  or  numbers  alone.  It  was  very  depressing  and  sad  to  think 
how  backward  many  librarians  were  even  with  the  simplest  classification 
work  on  the  shelves  and  in  the  catalogues  of  their  lending  departments. 
One  might  pick  up  any  ordinary  tradesman's  catalogue— say  the  price 
list  of  a  co-operative  store — and  would  not  find  the  goods  mixed  up 
together,  but  all  properly  classified  and  carefully  arranged,  so  that 
purchasers  could  find  what  they  wanted  without  difficulty.  Yet,  readers 
and  students  mi^ht  go  into  many  libraries  and  find  it  quite  impossible 
from  the  catalogue  provided  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  wealth  of  books 
at  their  disposal.  For  that  reason  he  thought  Mr.  McKnight's  plea 
should  be  strongly  supported  and  something  should  be  done  to  make 
exact  classification  compulsory.  If  the  ordinary  commerical  man 
classified  all  his  materials  so  carefully,  whilst  ordinary  librarians  were 
content  to  dump  books  down  in  one  chaotic  mass,  it  was  time  steps  were 
taken  to  obtain  uniformity.  In  this  work  he  thought  we  were  far  behind 
other  civilised  nations.  The  Germans,  French  and  Italians  all  classified 
their  books  scientifically,  whilst  in  this  country  many  librarians  thought 
it  was  quite  enough  to  number  their  books,  one,  two,  three,  four,  five, 
and  so  produce  an  arrangement  more  like  the  disorderly  heaping  of  goods 
in  a  pawnbroker's  shop  than  the  ordered  system  of  an  educational 
institution.  They  ought  to  endorse  Mr.  Mc Knight's  paper,  and  to 
'Commend  it  to  librarians  generally. 
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Mr.  W.  S.  C.  Rae  (Pulham)said  that  some  months  ago  he  rememberecf 
Mr.  McKnight  saying  that  he  intended  writing  such  a  paper  as  this,  and 
his  idea  was  to  try  and  obtain  from  librarians  the  reason  why  public 
libraries  were  not  closely  classified.  If  that  could  be  discovered  and 
sent  to  Mr.  McKnight  he  would  be  delighted.  Mr.  Brown  in  his 
remarks  had  compared  libraries  with  co-operative  stores.  He  thought 
the  comparison  rather  unfair  to  public  libraries  although  it  was  very 
telling.  Personally,  he  was  in  favour  of  public  libraries  being  closely 
classified.  The  assistants  he  had  did  not  appear  to  experience  any 
difficulty  at  all  in  getting  to  know  enough  classification  to  find  books- 
easily  when  asked  for. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Berwick  Savers  (Croydon)  said  that  in  the  catalogue 
knowledge  as  contained  in  books  could  be  divided  with  the  minuteness 
of  a  purely  scientific  classification;  on  the  shelves  the  division  was- 
necessarily  governed  by  the  form  of  the  book.  With  regard  to  the 
difficulty  said  to  be  experienced  by  assistants  in  a  classified  library,  he 
could  endorse  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Brown  and  other  previous  speakers 
that  this  was  greatly  overrated.  Only  that  day  he  had  seen  twenty 
youngsters  conducted  round  a  Dewey  classified  library,  and  after  about 
twenty  minutes  of  explanation  they  were  able  to  find  individual  books 
on  any  subject.  He  had  worked  in  classified  libraries  all  his  life,  and 
his  experience  was  that  a  new  assistant  found  little  difficulty  when  the 
classification  had  once  been  explained  thoroughly  to  him,  especially 
when  the  classification  was  indexed. 

Mr.  W.  R.  B.  Prideaux  (Royal  College  of  Physicians)  drew  attention 
to  the  difficulties,  physical  and  other,  which  would  attend  any  attempt 
to  classify  the  old  institution  and  society  libraries  which  had  grown 
up  slowly  and  where  the  books  had  outgrown  the  accommodation.  It 
would  also  not  be  easy  to  interest  Committees  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Philip  (Gravesend)  thought  the  public  both  appreciated 
and  understood  close  classification,  and  that  the  difficulties  of  under- 
standing and  using  close  classification  in  libraries  where  some  other 
system  had  been  used  were  very  much  exaggerated.  At  all  events  at 
one  time  he  had  weeded  out  the  stock  of  a  library  for  withdrawals,  and 
drawn  up  a  catalogue  closely  classified  at  the  same  time,  and  he  had 
not  found  these  difficulties  very  great. 

Mr.  J.  HuTT  (Liverpool  Lyceum  Library)  said  that  his  library 
had  been  founded  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  there- 
fore it  had  a  local  history.  When  he  was  appointed  there  he  found  the 
library  divided  into  ten  or  twelve  classes,  and  admitted  that  these  were 
difficult  to  manage.  With  regard  to  shelving  stretching  up  to  the  roof, 
he  did  not  think  that  had  anything  to  do  with  the  classification  ojf 
books ;  whether  on  the  bottom  or  top  shelf  an  assistant  had  to  fetch 
a  book ;  if  it  were  an  open-access  library,  the  reader  had  to  help 
himself,  whatever  the  system  of  classification.  With  regard  to  the 
difficulty  of  changing  from  the  system  on  which  a  library  was  worked- 
into  a  closely  classified  one,  he  hoped  to  experience  it,  although  it 
meant  a  tremendous  lot  of  work.  He  expected  to  get  the  authority  to- 
carry  this  out.  He  had  begun  a  catalogue  on  the  classified  system, 
which  he  looked  upon  as  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge;  and  he  hoped  to 
be  able  to  complete  the  close  classification  of  the  whole  library. 

Mr.  H.  Bond  (St.  Pancras)  said  he  did  not  think  they  could  give  a 
very  definite  answer  to  Mr.  McKnight's  question  as  to  why  exact  clas- 
sification was  so  wanting  in  lending  libraries.  Kudos  was  sometimes 
sought  after,  and  in  a  "closed"  library  it  was  more  easily  secured  by 
cataloguing  than  by  classification.  The  popularity  of  the  indicator  had 
told  against  exact  classification  to  some  extent,  for  it  was  easier  to  be:: 
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without  close  classification  in  an  indicator  library  than  in  an  open- 
access  library.  He  was  convinced  that  if  they  could,  as  some  desired, 
abolish  all  indicators,  close  classification  would  become  general.  It  was 
feasible  enough  to  have  close  classification  with  the  indicator,  and  thia 
was  his  intention  in  future,  though  he  was  still  of  opinion  that  there  was 
a  certain  amount  of  awkwardness  about  close  classification  with  an 
indicator,  because  of  the  necessity  for  an  intermediate  number.  Be- 
yond this,  he  thought  a  personal  apology  from  most  librarians  would  be 
necessary  before  Mr.  McKnight's  question,  as  to  why  close  classification 
is  absent,  could  be  answered. 

The  Chairman  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  McKnight  for  his 
very  able  paper. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  in  seconding  it  said  he  agreed  with  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  Mr.  McKnight,  and  thought  a  great  deal  of 
attention  had  been  given  to  other  activities  which  might  have  been 
diverted  to  the  subject  of  classification.  As  he  had  said  elsewhere 
classification  was  a  subject  which  was  an  extremely  difficult  one  in 
many  ways,  and  it  did  not  bulk  very  largely  in  the  public  eye.  There 
were  certain  parts  of  their  work  which  they  could  boom,  but  they  could 
not  boom  classification.  Maybe  that  was  one  reason  why  some  libra- 
rians had  not  classified  their  libraries  who  would  otherwise  have  done 
so.  Classification  meant  a  considerable  amount  of  intellectual  work,  and 
when  it  was  carried  out  the  public  derived  great  benefit  from  it,  but  they 
rarely  or  never  enquired  how  it  was  that  in  some  instances  they  were 
better  served  than  in  others. 

He  agreed  with  a  former  speaker  who  had  said  that  the  question  of 
shelving  did  not  really  concern  the  question  of  systematic  classification 
at  all.  He  had  been  sorry  to  hear  so  many  objections  to  classification, 
he  thought  the  difficulties  mentioned  were  all  mediaeval.  If  there  were 
any  real  desire  for  classification  they  could  all  be  surmounted  without 
very  much  outlay  of  money,  but  it  was  a  question  of  time.  He  agreed 
with  another  speaker  that  the  difficulties  of  turning  an  old  library  into 
a  closely  classified  library  were  much  exaggerated.  The  reclassification 
even  of  the  British  Museum  could  be  carried  through  in  a  shorter  time 
and  at  less  cost  than  the  great  printed  catalogue  had  been,  and  would 
be  of  enormously  greater  value  to  users  of  the  national  library,  though 
he  did  not  undervalue  for  a  moment  the  printed  catalogue  as  a  contribu- 
tion to  bibliography  and  scholarship.  As  regards  the  reclassification  of 
their  own  libraries,  a  hundred  books  could  be  withdrawn  at  a  time  and 
systematically  classified  and  put  back,  and  so  in  time  the  whole  of  the 
library  would  be  classified.  The  busineSvS  seemed  to  be  a  tremendous 
thing  when  regarded  as  a  whole,  but  was  practicable  enough  when  dealt 
with  in  small  instalments.  He  had  very  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  McKnight,  who  had  put  the  subject  in  rather  a 
fresh  way,  and  had  generally  dealt  with  a  somewhat  old  subject  in  a 
distinctly  interesting  manner. 

The  Chairman  put  the  vote  of  thanks,  which  was  carried  unanim- 
ously. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Baker  (Woolwich)  had  very  great  pleasure  in  acknow- 
ledging the  vote  of  thanks  on  behalf  of  Mr.  McKnight,  who  was  un- 
fortunately not  able  to  be  present  amongst  them  on  this  occasion.  He 
had  been  very  pleased  to  find  this  paper  was  not  a  mere  eulogy  of  close 
classification,  but  an  emphatic  appeal  to  them  to  act  upon  principles 
that  had  been  admitted  for  many  years.  Matthew  Arnold  had  accused 
the  British  nation  of  a  lack  of  ideas.  He  thought  from  the  same  point 
of  view  it  might  have  been  said  they  were  only  a  nation  of  ideas,  because 
though  they  readily  adopted  ideas  they  were  very  slow  in  putting  them 


348  The  Library  Association  Record. 

into  actual  practice.  The  difference  between  a  library  that  was  classi* 
fied  and  one  not  classified  was  the  difference  between  a  living  organism 
and  a  chaotic  heap  of  books.  Members  had  been  inquiring  why  they 
had  not  got  close  classification  in  their  libraries.  The  two  great  ob- 
stacles in  the  past  had  been  the  indicator  and  the  catalogue.  The  great- 
est obstacle  of  all  had  been  the  printed  catalogue.  The  best  possible 
argument  to  be  advanced  for  open  access  was  the  difficulty  caused  by 
the  indicator  in  classification.  Some  one  had  said  that  the  public  did 
not  understand  classification,  but  it  did  not  really  matter  if  the  public 
did  not  understand  it  theoretically.  Classification  was  simply  a  system 
for  making  their  libraries  intelligible.  However  abstruse  a  system 
might  be  in  itself  its  aim  was  to  make  the  library  better  understood. 
Although  one  of  the  speakers  had  said  they  would  not  get  "  kudos"  from 
the  work  entailed  by  classification,  he  thought  eventually  the  public 
would  come  to  recognise  that  their  libraries  were  organised  upon  intelli- 
gible lines,  an  i  they  would  get  the  credit  they  deserved.  He  hoped 
more  such  appeals  would  be  brought  forward  to  make  accepted  theories 
operative  :  they  would  certainly  benefit  thereby. 

The  Chairman  announced  that  the  second  paper,  entitled  "  Book- 
sellers' Catalogues,"  would  not  be  read,  as  the  writer,  Mr.  Arnold  G. 
Burt,  Librarian,  Handsworth,  had  not  been  able  to  complete  it  in  time 
owing  to  indisposition. 

The  meeting  terminated  at  9.35  p.m. 


Library  Association  ;  North-Western  Branch. 

Summer  School. 

The  ninth  meeting  of  the  Summer  School  of  Librarianship  was  held, 
by  kind  permission  of  the  Liverpool  Libraries  Committee,  at  the  Public 
Library,  William  Brown  Street,  Liverpool,  on  Wednesday,  Thursday 
and  Friday,  13th,  14th  and  15th  June,  1906.  Eighteen  students  attended 
from  the  following  libraries :  Bebington,  Blackburn,  Bootle,  Chester, 
Darwen,  Eccles,  Great  Crosby,  Leeds,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  St. 
Helens,  Warrington,  Waterloo,  Wigan  and  Haigh  Hall,  and  Owens 
College. 

The. students  were  welcomed  at  the  opening  lecture  by  Sir  William 
Forwood,  Chairman  of  the  Liverpool  Libraries  Committee,  and  the  chair 
was  taken  at  the  other  lectures  by  Mr.  Cowell,  save  on  Thursday  after- 
noon, when  Councillor  Abbott,  President  of  the  Branch,  fulfilled  that 
function. 

The  following  lectures  were  delivered  : — 

Wednesday,  13th  June,  11  a.m.  Lecture :  "  Library  Administration 
and  Children's  Libraries  ".  By  P.  Cowell  (Chief  Librarian,  Liverpool). 
2  P.M.  Lecture :  "  Early  Printing,'*  with  illustrations.  By  E.  Gordon 
Duff,  M.A, 

Thursday,  14th  June,  11  a.m.  Lecture  :  "Local  Collections,"  with 
illustrations.  By  S.  William  May  (Liverpool  Public  Library).  2  p.m. 
"A  Practical  Lesson  in  Bookbinding".  By  J.  Haines  (Teacher  to  the 
Liverpool  Technical  School). 

Friday,  15th  June,  11  a.m.  Lecture:  "The  Planning  of  Public  Lib- 
raries," with  illustrations.     By  G.  H.  Parry  (Liverpool  Public  Library). 

In  addition  to  the  lectures  the  students  were  enabled  to  see  ex- 
hibitions of  beautiful  bindings  from  the  Hornby  collection  (Wednesday 
afternoon),  specimens  of  early  bindings  from  the  collection  of  Mr.  Gordon 
Duff  (Thursday  afternoon),  and  by  special  arrangement  to  pay  a  visit  to 
the  linotype  works  of  the  Liverpool  Daily  Post  and  Mercury  (Friday  mom- 
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ing).  The  afternoon  of  Friday,  15th  June,  was  devoted  to  a  drive  to  five 
branches  of  the  Liverpool  Libraries,  mx,:  Toxteth,  Wavertree,  Carnegie 
nVest  DerbyX  Rawdon  Reading-room,  and  Kirkdale,  each  branch  being 
described  by  the  Librarian-in-Charge.  The  students  returned  to  the 
Central  Library  to  partake  of  tea  provided  by  the  Libraries  Committee, 
after  which  votes  of  thanks  to  the  Committee,  to  Mr.  Cowell  and  his 
staff,  to  the  lecturers,  and  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  James  Hutt)  were 
unanimously  passed. 

General  Mbbtino. 

A  General  Meeting  of  the  Branch  was  held  at  the  Public  Library, 
William  Brown  Street,  Liverpool,  on  Thursday,  21st  June,  1906,  when 
there  was  an  attendance  of  about  twenty  members  who  were  received 
at  the  Central  Library  by  Mr.  Cowell,  the  Chief  Librarian.  At  3.30  the 
visitors  made  a  tour  round  the  Liverpool  Library  system,  in  carriages 
kindly  provided  by  the  Committee.  The  branch  libraries  visited  were 
Toxteth,  Wavertree,  Carnegie,  Anfield  and  Kirkdale.  The  details  of 
planning,  the  structure  of  the  buildings,  and  points  in  administration^ 
were  carefully  noted  and  admired,  and  Mr.  Cowell  received  many  con- 
gratulations on  the  result  of  his  efforts,  which  have  made  the  Liver- 
pool branch  system  of  exceptional  value.  The  new  Carnegie  Library 
proved  very  attractive.  It  is  of  an  elegant  appearance  from  the  out- 
side and  stands  in  its  own  grounds.  The  interior  is  light  and  cheerful 
and  well  furnished.  One  noted  with  especial 'pleasure  the  accommoda- 
tion provided  for  the  staff,  in  the  shape  of  a  separate  staff-room  and 
a  cooking  kitchen. 

On  returning  to  the  Central  Library  tea  was  provided  by  the 
Libraries  Committee,  and  then  followed  a  business  meeting  which 
was  of  a  formal  character.  The  President  (Councillor  Abbott)  was  in 
the  chair.     Letters  were  received  acknowledging  expressions  of  sym- 

Eathy  from  the  families  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  P.  Edmond  and  Mr.  G. 
#amb  Campbell,  J.  P.  A  communication  was  read  from  the  Publica- 
tions Committee  of  the  Library  Association  inviting  members  to  send 
from  time  to  time  notes  of  interest  on  their  own  libraries,  or  notes  on 
library  practice,  bibliography,  or  suitable  notes  of  any  kind,  for  publica- 
tion in  The  Library  Association  Record. 

The  President  then  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Liverpool 
Libraries  Committee  and  Mr.  Cowell  for  the  arrangements  made  for 
the  Summer  School  on  13th,  14th  and  15th  June,  and  the  Branch  meeting 
that  day. 

Mr.  Abbott  said  the  meeting  was  a  unique  one.  Thev  had  looked 
forward  to  the  visit  to  the  branches  which  Mr.  Cowell  had  invested 
with  such  architectural  and  other  valuable  features.  They  were  glad 
to  meet  in  Liverpool  and  glad  to  meet  Mr.  Cowell.  There  was  no 
man  more  highly  esteemed  in  library  circles  than  Mr.  Cowell,  and  in 
the  Library  Association  his  opinions  were  respected.  They  were  glad 
too  to  meet  under  the  auspices  of  the  Liverpool  Libraries  Committee. 
He  hoped  the  Library  Association  would  benefit  by  that  meeting,  and 
that  the  many  distinguished  men  in  Liverpool  who  had  rendered  great 
service  to  the  public  libraries  would  be  mduced  to  join  the  Library 
Association.  He  moved  that  their  warmest  thanks  be  given  to  the 
Liverpool  Committee,  and  to  Mr.  Cowell,  for  all  the  help  they  had 
given  them. 

Mr.  Ralph  Yates  (Chairman  of  the  Darwen  Committee)  seconded. 
He  said  it  was  the  first  Branch  meeting  he  had  attended,  and  he  hoped 
to  be  present  at  future  gatherings.  He  was  much  interested  in  libraries, 
and  as  long  as  he  remained  in  public  life  he  would  render  all  the  service 
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he  could  to  the  library  movement.  He  looked  forward  to  an  increasing 
status  to  libraries  and  librarians.  The  library  movement  was  entering 
on  a  new  phase^  and  he  looked  forward  to  the  time  when  it  would  be 
co-ordinated  with  every  form  of  instruction.  He  thought  these  meetings 
twere  of  great  value.  As  Chairman  of  a  Committee  that  was  spending 
j£*io,ooo  on  a  new  library,  he  had  been  interested  in  the  admirable  plan- 
ning of  the  Liverpool  branch  libraries. 

Mr.  Charles  Madblby  (Warrington)  briefly  supported  the  resolu- 
liion.  It  was  a  great  privilege  to  come  to  Liverpool  and  learn  many 
admirable  lessons.  Liverpool  liberally  displayed  its  advantages  and 
dispensed  hearty  hospitality.  The  resolution  was  carried  with  ac- 
•clamation. 

Mr.  CowBLL  said  he  received  the  compliment  with  great  pleasure 
.and  some  satisfaction.  He  had  worked  in  the  Liverpool  Libraries  over 
fifty  years,  and  when  he  looked  back  on  that  short  apprenticeship — and 
it  did  look  short — he  could  not  help  being  struck  with  the  great  develop- 
ments that  had  taken  place.  In  his  early  days  they  had  to  find  out 
"things  for  themselves.  In  these  days  young  men  could  find  out  by 
visits  to  other  libraries  what  was  bein^  done  and  what  had  been  done. 
He  was  glad  they  were  pleased  with  the  branches,  because  the  work 
done  by  a  man  was  the  best  testimony  to  him.  He  was  very  pleased 
to  have  the  Summer  School  the  previous  week.  It  was  very  pleasant  to 
him  to  see  young  men  and  maidens  picking  up  the  crumbs  of  informa- 
tion that  were  to  be  found.  He  would  convey  their  thanks  to  his 
Committee  and  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  he  thanked  them.  It  was 
announced  that  the  Council  had  accepted  an  invitation  to  hold  the  next 
(General  Meeting  at  Southport,  on  i8th  of  October,  1906.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  President  closed  the  meeting. 

Northern  Counties  Library  Association. 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Northern  Counties  Libraries  Associa- 
tion was  held  at  Harrogate  on  i8th  Tune.  During  the  morning  the 
members  proceeded  to  the  Library,  where  they  were  shown  over  the 
Ibuilding  by  Mr.  George  W.  Byers  (Borough  Librarian,  Harrogate),  and 
a  meeting  of  the  Council  followed  in  the  Librarian's  office. 

In  the  afternoon  the  business  meeting  in  the  library  was  presided 
over  by  Mr.  Butler  Wood,  Bradford  (President),  and  there  were  also 
present  the  Mayor  of  Harrogate  (Dr.  N.  Williams)  and  about  thirty 
members  and  visitors. 

The  Mayor  (Dr.  Williams),  in  opening  the  proceedings,  said  it  was 
his  very  pleasant  duty  that  afternoon  to  welcome  the  members  of  the 
Association  to  Harrogate,  and  he  hoped  their  discussions  and  delibera- 
tions would  be  held  with  advantage  to  themselves  and  advantage  to 
libraries  in  general.  Their  Association  was,  of  course,  a  very  important 
one,  but  he  had  to  acknowledge  that  he  had  not  studied  the  subject  of 
libraries  as  much  as  he  intended  or  should  like  to.  He  considered  that 
public  libraries  were  of  vast  importance,  of  vast  interest,  and  of  great 
value  to  the  towns  in  which  they  were  established,  at  the  same  time  he 
thought  that  public  libraries  ought  to  be  managed  judiciously  and  care- 
fully. He  was  glad  to  find  that  some  present  agreed  with  him  that  a 
public  library,  a  library  which  was  free  to  everybody  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest,  should  have  books  of  real  value  and  not  trashy  books. 
After  considering  the  question  for  a  time  he  did  think  there  was  no 
advantage  in  having  the  ordinary  daily  papers  in  a  library  of  that  de- 
scription. He  thought  every  man  could  buy  a  paper,  and  that  the 
money  spent  on  daily  papers  might  be  more  judiciously  spent  on  ordin- 
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4uy  books.  He  woald  have  good  magazines,  not  trashy  magazines ;  he 
also  would  say  take  in  a  good  many  novels,  but  they  should  be  good 
novels ;  one  never  got  tired  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  Dickens,  Thackeray, 
and  a  good  many  others.  They  should  also  have  good  books  of  refer- 
ence. In  conclusion,  the  Mayor  said  that  they  in  Harrogate  were  per- 
iectlv  satisfied  with  their  new  building.    They  were  much  indebted  to  the 

fentleman  who  provided  the  money,  and  they  hoped  if  he  ever  visited 
[arrogate  he  would  be  pleased  with  the  building  that  had  been  erected 
with  his  money. 

Alderman  D.  S.  Ward  said  it  was  a  source  of  the  greatest  pleasure 
for  him  to  receive  them  that  day ;  they  all  gave  them  a  hearty  welcome. 
With  respect  to  their  library  it  was  a  pleasure  to  have  to  hear  the 
compliment  that  had  been  paid  by  the  delegates,  but  he  might  tell 
them  that  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Carnegie  had  been  of  such  a  character 
that  they  had  not  had  to  put  their  hands  very  deeply  into  their  pockets 
80  far  as  the  finances  were  concerned.  They  were  also  indebted  to 
Mr.  Fred  Mudd,  whom  they  were  pleased  to  see  present.  He  was  very 
active  and  energetic  in  inducing  Mr.  Carnegie  to  give  them  the  hancl- 
some  grant  he  did.  ;C7»5^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  thing  for  a  place  like  Harro- 
gate, and  when  he  saw  what  had  been  done  with  his  money  he  would 
only  be  too  satisfied,  and  would  help  them  a  little  more  for  the  amount 
they  had  overspent.  When  they  had  looked  thoroughly  round  he 
hoped  they  would  give  them  credit  for  doing  as  much  as  they  could 
under  the  conditions  in  which  they  were  placed. 

Alderman  H.  Milling  also  welcomed  the  delegates,  and  referred 
to  the  interest  he  had  always  taken  in  public  libraries.  He  considered 
that  one  of  the  most  serious  things  for  them  to  take  into  consideration 
in  the  future  was  the  education  of  the  working  classes.  It  was  their 
duty  to  see  that  the  mind  of  the  working  man  was  guided  in  the  ri^ht 
direction.  There  was  in  that  library — perfect  as  it  was,  and  of  which 
he  had  the  honour  of  laying  the  foundation-stone — a  lot  of  rubbish, 
light  literature  of  the  lightest  and  most  flimsy  character  ;  and  he  was 
afraid  that  there  were  many  who  were  fond  of  that  literature.  In  con- 
clusion, he  hoped  they  would  have  a  really  pleasant  time. 

The  President  briefly  acknowledged  the  welcome  on  behalf  of  the 
delegates. 

Mr.  Arthur  Tait  (Secretary,  Lreeds  Institute  of  Science,  Art  and 
Literature)  read  a  paper  on  '*The  Public  Library  an  Indispensable 
Factor  in  our  Educational  System  *\  He  contended  that  the  public 
library  movement  was  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  educa- 
tion system,  and  that  the  country  that  took  the  greatest  interest  in  the 
education  question  was  alive  to  bringing  the  library  movement  into  the 
closest  possible  relationship  with  the  schools  of  the  district.  At  some 
length  Mr.  Tait  compared  American  libraries  with  those  of  this  country. 
He  made  most  favourable  reference  to  the  American  system,  and 
alluded  to  the  fine  buildings  they  had  and  the  methods  they  adopted. 
His  opinion  was  that  so  far  as  school  libraries  were  concerned  public 
money  should  only  be  spent  on  books  available  for  public  use,  but  that 
juvenile  literature  on  loan  for  a  given  time  during  the  school  session 
should  be  encouraged.  His  object  was  not  to  disparage  in  any  degree 
the  splendid  work  of  their  own  libraries,  but  he  pointed  out  that  their 
chief  drawback  was  the  financial  strain.  So  long  as  a  penny  rate  was 
considered  magnanimous,  then  those  who  expected  wonders  to  be  ac- 
complished must  be  disappointed.  He  thought  that  every  one  who 
knew  anything  about  our  public  libraries  would  agree  that  these  con- 
stituted a  valuable  factor  in  our  educational  system,  and  our  concern 
should  be  to  make  that  factor  still  more  potent.     We  were  spending 
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large  sums  of  money  in  Government  grants,  the  education  estimates 
for  the  current  year  being  ^f*! 3, 139,600,  but  were  starving  the  libraries 
without  which  the  value  of  the  schools  was  minimised.  In  his  view 
the  obvious  remedy  was  a  grant  from  the  Imperial  Treasury  to  supple- 
ment the  library  rate.  France  had  already  adopted  the  principle  of 
State  support  for  its  libraries  with  most  gratifying  results,  the  number 
of  popular  libraries,  2,991,  having  quadrupled  in  less  than  thirty  years. 
He  moved : — 

^  That  this  meeting  asks  the  Council  of  the  Library  Association  to 
consider  the  desirability  of  taking  action  to  secure  Government  grants 
in  order  to  place  them  in  a  position  to  meet  the  growing  demands  for 
the  development  of  every  type  of  school  which  recent  years  has  created.'* 

Mr.  T.  W.  Hand  (Leeds)  seconded  the  resolution.  He  feared  that 
in  the  public  mind  the  library  was  regarded  as  a  sort  of  luxury,  and 
not  as  an  educational  factor,  such  as  Mr.  Tait  had  shown  it  to  be  in 
America  and  France.  Considering  what  a  popular  outcry  there  was 
against  increased  rates,  the  simplest  plan  was  to  seek  Government  aid. 
It  seemed  an  anomaly  that  Corporations  should  be  limited  to  a  penny 
rate  for  library  purposes  and  allowed  to  spend  almost  as  much  as  they 
liked  in  parks  and  baths  and  so  forth. 

Alderman  Ward  also  pointed  out  that  the  penny  rate  was  in> 
sufficient  to  do  all  they  would  like.  He  supported  the  views  of  Mr. 
Tait,  and  favoured  national  support. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Furnish  (York)  referred  to  the  serious  limitations  they 
were  put  to  owing  to  their  income  preventing  a  realisation  of  their 
ideals  as  librarians.  They  should  busy  themselves  in  educating  public 
opinion  and  inducing  others  to  assist  them  in  their  work.  He  appre- 
hended the  experience  of  other  librarians  would  be  that  of  his  own, 
that  the  people  who  most  availed  themselves  of  the  library  and  profited 
by  the  library  never  said  anything.  He  gave  an  incident  where  a 
reader  had  passed  his  matriculation  examination  by  the  assistance  he 
had  received  from  the  books  in  the  library,  and  not  by  any  assistance 
from  any  one  else.  People  who  "  blackguarded  "  libraries  were  people 
who  knew  nothing  about  libraries  or  books  and  did  not  care  to  help 
other  people,  but  if  they  were  brought  face  to  face  with  the  real  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  public  libraries  they  might  change  their 
minds  and  assist  them,  rather  than  attempt  to  thwart  their  efforts. 

Alderman  Toothill  (Chairman,  Bradford  Library  Committee)  urged 
the  necessity  of  guiding  the  young  readers  and  seeing  if  they  could  not 
make  the  present  libraries  more  efficient  and  effective.  By  lectures  on 
how  best  to  read,  and  what  to  read,  they  would  make  one  ol  the  greatest 
strides  in  the  public  library  movement.  He  considered  it  would  be  many 
a  year  before  Government  provided  the  money  required. 

Alderman  Milling  hoped  that  we  were  not  going  to  model  our  edu- 
cation on  the  American  plan.  He  maintained  that  education  in  America 
was  not  properly  directed — it  did  not  teach  honour  and  righteousness, 
the  fear  of  God,  and  doing  right  for  right's  sake.  What  it  taught  was 
the  uplifting  of  the  Almighty  dollar.  "And  I  hope  to  God,**  he  ex- 
claimed, "  that  we  shall  never  sink  so  low  I  **  The  tendency  to-day  was  to 
learn  how  to  make  money,  but  they  were  not  money  grubbers ;  they  were 
an  intelligent  set  of  men  ;  not  wealthy,  for  it  is  impossible  for  a  librarian 
to  be  wealthy,  and  they  knew  that  the  acquisition  of  wealth  is  not  the  only 
aim  and  object  of  life.  He  begged  them  to  teach  that  there  is  something 
higher  than  mere  money-making. 

The  President  was  afraid  that  even  if  the  Government  made  a  grant 
there  would  be  local  authorities  economical  enough  not  to  have  a  rate 
or  library  purposes. 

The  resolution  was  carried,  three  voting  against. 
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Mr.  G.  W.  Bybrs  (Harrogate)  in  some  notes  on  the  planning  and 
furnishing  of  small  libraries,  laid  stress  on  the  importance  of  providing 
a  juvenile  department  wherever  possible.  He  objected  to  a  separate 
room  for  ladies,  contending  that  the  presence  of  ladies  in  the  reading* 
room  would  tend  to  improvement  in  the  conduct  of  all  frequenting  the 
room.  In  the  selection  of  a  site,  care  should  be  taken  to  have  light  on 
at  least  three  sides,  and  if  it  was  possible  to  place  all  the  departments 
on  the  ground  floor,  only  the  department  least  used  should  be  ap- 
proached  by  stairs.  The  windows  should  be  made  to  open,  and  should 
be  opened ;  and  an  electric  plant  was  essential. 

This  paper  was  followed  by  one  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson  (Newcastle) 
on  "The  Revision  of  Stock".  He  advocated  the  clearance  of  what  he 
termed  obsolete  books  of  scientific  and  historical  interest  and  works  on 
sociology,  as  well  as  novels  aiyl  old  volumes  of  magazines,  a  kind  of 
weeding-out,  in  order  to  bring  about  the  survival  of  the  fittest. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Hand,  howevt'  ,  thought  such  a  revision  would  need 
very  great  caution,  especially  in  the  qase  of  reference  libraries.  In- 
deed, from  that  department  they  should  be  very  careful  about  casting 
out  any  book.  Macaulay,  in  writing  his  history,  had  found  the  smallest 
trifle  of  use  in  old  works  which  he  consulted,  and  the  same  might  be 
said  of  modem  students  of  any  subject. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  Mr.  Baker  Hudson  (Middlesbrough) 
had  been  nominated  as  President  for  the  ensuing  year ;  and  Messrs. 
Baker  Hudson  and  B.  R.  Hill  (Newcastle-on-Tyne)  had  been  nominated 
as  representatives  on  the  Council  of  the  Library  Association. 

The  Public  Library  Committee  of  Sunderland  had  invited  the  As- 
sociation to  hold  its  next  meeting  at  Sunderland,  and  the  invitation 
was  accepted. 

At  the  close  of  the  conference  there  was  an  adjournment  to  the 
Winter  Gardens  for  tea.  Here  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Harrogate 
Corporation  was  passed.  An  excursion  to  Knaresborough  and  a  visit 
to  the  Kursaal  filled  up  the  remaining  time  befqre  members  dispersed. 


LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  LIBRARY. 
Rules  for  the  Use  of  the  Collection. 

X.  The  Library  of  the  Association  is  deposited  at  the  London 
School  of  Economics,  Clare  Market,  Kings  way,  W.C,  and  the  books  in 
the  collection  may  be  consulted  in  the  Reading- Room  under  the  ordinary 
rules  of  the  Library  of  the  School. 

2.  The  rules  of  the  Library  of  the  School  of  Economics  arc : — 
(i)  The  Library  shall  be  open  gratuitously  for  the  purpose  of  study 
and  research  to — 

(a)  Students  for  the  time  being  of  the  London  School  of  Economics 

and  Political  Science. 
(6)  Persons  engaged  in  any  branch  of  public  administration  in 

the  United  Kingdom  or  any  other  country, 
(c)  Professors  and  Lecturers  of  any  recognised  University. 
{d)  Such  other  persons  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  admitted  by 
the  Director  on  the  recommendation  of  any  Public  Ofiicer, 
Professor,  Lecturer,  Teacher,  Foreign  Ambassador,  Minister 
or  Consul,  Agent-General  or  other  person  of  position. 
Members  and  Associates  of  the  Library  Association  and  Members 
of  the  Library  Assistants'  Association  are  admitted  under  the  above 
Rule  (i). 
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(2)  The  Reading- Room  is  open  at  10  a.m.  daily,  except  as  provided 

in  Rule  3,  closing  at  the  following  times : — 
During  Term:  Daily,  except  Saturdays,  at  9  p.m.  ;  and  on  Satur- 
days at  I  P.M. 
During  Vacation:   Daily,  except  Saturdays,  at  6  p.m.;  and  on 
Saturdays  at  i  p.m. 

(3)  The  Library  is  entirely  closed  on  the  following  da3rs :  On  all 

Sundays ;  on  the  ist  January ;  on  Good  Friday  and  the  five 
days  next  following;  on  the  Saturday  before  Whit  Monday 
and  the  four  da3rs  next  following ;  on  the  first  fourteen  daym  oi 
August ;  on  the  25th  December  and  six  dajrs  next  followin|^ 

(4)  The  Reading- Room  may  be  closed  at  any  time  for  not  more 

than  one  day  by  order  of  the  Trustees,  provided  that  notice  to 
that  elTect  be  posted  up  not  less  than  one  week  previously  in 
the  Reading- Room  and  in  the  Entrance  Lobby. 

(5)  Readers  may  take  the  books  they  require  for  purposes  of  study 
from  the  shelves  in  the  Reading- Room.  They  must  not  replace 
the  books  when  done  with,  but  must  leave  them  on  the  table. 

(6)  Cloak-rooms  and  lockers  are  provided  on  the  second  floor,  and 

readers  are  requested  not  to  bring  overcoats,  hats,  umbrellas^ 
or  other  impedimenta  into  the  Reading-Room.  Parcels  may 
be  left  in  charge  of  the  porter  in  the  hall. 

(7)  No  book,  manuscript,  or  other  property  of  the  Library  is,  in 

any  circumstances,  to  be  taken  out  of  the  Reading-Room  by  a 
reader. 

(8)  Silence  is,  as  far  as  possible,  to  be  preserved  in  the  Reading- 

Room. 

(9)  Any  one  who  shall  wilfully  injure  the  property  of  the  Library 

in  any  way  will  be  required  to  pay  the  cost  of  repairing  or  re- 
placing the  injured  property,  and  may  be  debarred  from  further 
using  the  Library. 

(10)  Persons  admitted  to  the  Reading-Room  shall  on  their  first 
visit  sign  their  names  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  as 
evidence  that  they  will  conform  to  these  Rules. 

3.  Books  in  the  collection  of  the  Library  Association,  except  such 
as  are  marked  for  reference  only,  may  be  borrowed  for  home  use  by 
Members  and  Associates  of  the  Library  Association  and  by  Members 
of- the  Library  Assistants'  Association  either  by  personal  application 
during  the  hours  at  which  the  Library  is  open  or  on  application  by  post 
addressed  to  the  Assistant  Secretary,  the  Library  Association,  Whit- 
comb  House,  Whitcomb  Street,  London,  W.C. 

Regulations  for  the  Loan  of  Books  in  the  Collection. 

4.  Application  in  person  at  the  School  of  Economics  must  be  made 
on  the  proper  form,  which  is  to  be  obtained  at  the  catalogue  desk  in  the 
Reading-Room,  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Reading-Room  during  the 
hours  at  which  the  Reading-Room  is  open. 

5.  Applications  for  works  to  be  forwarded  by  post  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Association  as  above.  No 
special  form  is  required.  With  the  application  must  be  enclosed  six- 
pence in  stamps  or  postal  order  for  a  single  volume  borrowed,  or  a 
shilling  for  more  than  one  volume.  The  works  required  will  be  for- 
warded as  soon  as  available  to  any  address  in  the  United  Kingdom  but 
not  abroad. 

6.  Not  more  than  three  works,  or  six  volumes,  may  be  borrowed  at 
one  time. 
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7.  Books  may  be  retained  for  fifteen  days^  the  days  of  issue  and 
return  each  counting  as  one  day. 

8.  The  loan  of  any  work  may  be  renewed  for  a  further  period  of 
eight  days  at  the  discretion  of  the  Librarian  of  the  School  of  Economics 
if  the  work  has  not  in  the  meantime  been  asked  for  by  another  person 
entitled  to  borrow  it.  Applications  for  renewal  should  be  addressed 
personally  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Reading-Room  or  by  letter  to 
the  Librarian  at  the  School  of  Economics. 

9.  Any  borrower  may  be  required  to  return  a  work  after  the  first 
fifteen  days  if  it  shall  have  been  asked  for  by  another  person  entitled  to 
borrow  it. 

10.  Borrowers  will  be  held  fully  responsible  for  the  safe  custody 
and  return  of  works  borrowed  by  them. 

XI.  When  a  borrower  is  asked  to  return  a  work  which  he  has  on 
loan  he  should  do  so  within  twenty-four  hours  personally  or  by  post. 

13.  The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Association  may  at  any  time  sus- 
pend any  one  from  the  use  of  the  Library  for  non-observance  of  these 
Rules,  but  must  report  the  suspension  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council  for  confirmation  or  otherwise. 


LIBRARY  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
Eleventh  Annual  Meeting, 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Meeting  and  Conference  was  a  distinct  in- 
novation in  the  work  of  this  Association,  and  was  attended  by  a  more 
than  usual  success.  A  visit  to  the  British  Museum  opened  the  proceed- 
ings, and  the  splendidly  fine  weather,  if  somewhat  hot,  favoured  the 
sixty  or  more  library  assistants  who  assembled  at  2.30  on  zoth  June, 
on  the  steps  leading  into  the  National  Library.  In  the  regretted 
absence  of  Mr.  G.  K.  Fortescue,  at  whose  invitation  the  visit  was 
made,  the  assistants  were  received  by  the  Assistant  Keepers  of  the 
Printed  Books,  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Miller.  After  a  courteous  and 
cordial  welcome  the  meeting  was  conducted  through  the  King's  Library. 
Here  Mr.  A.  W.  Pollard,  M.A.,  explained  how  the  exhibition  illustrated 
the  evolution  of  printing  from  the  block  book  to  the  modern  types. 
At  the  binding  end  of  the  room  Mr.  Davenport,  F.S.A.,  gave  a  demon- 
stration in  the  history  of  bookbinding,  with  special  reference  to  the 
work  done  for  Grolier,  and  the  exquisite  handicraft  of  Roger  Payne. 
The  cataloguing  department  was  next  passed  in  review,  and  here  a 
brief  explanation  of  the  methods  of  cataloguing  was  given.  In  another 
large  private  room  several  other  bibliographical  treasures,  among 
them  the  first  four  Shakespeare  folios,  were  displayed,  and  their  chief 
features  were  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Tenner,  The  large  reading-room 
was  then  visited.  Then  the  Iron  Library  was  traversed,  and  here  the 
members  heard  an  interesting  account  of  the  various  processes  through 
which  a  new  book  passes  before  it  becomes  available  to  the  reader. 
There  were,  the  speaker  said,  over  forty-seven  miles  of  shelving,  and 
the  stock  of  books  greatly  exceeded  two  millions  and  justified  the  belief 
that  the  stock  was  the  largest  in  the  world.  The  members  then  bade 
farewell  to  the  gentlemen  whose  extreme  readiness  to  help  and  to 
explain  things  had  made  the  gathering  so  interesting.  The  members 
passed  out  through  the  Elgin  Marbles,  and  those  with  a  turn  for  poetry 
could  pause  and  remember  Keats'  despair  of  being  able  to  interpret 
their  beauty — a  fitting  conclusion  to  such  a  visit. 

The  members  then  found  their  way  to  St.  Bride  Institute,  Fleet  Street, 
E.C.,  where  nearly  fifty  took  tea  together. 

After  tea  work  began  in  earnest.  The  voting  papers  for  the  election 
of  the  new  Committee  were  scrutinised.  The  room  was  cleared  and 
rearranged  for  the  session,  and  at  about  6.45  p.m.  Mr.  George  £. 
Roebuck,  the  retiring  Hon.  Secretary,  read  a  paper  entitled  "The 
L.A.A. :  What  it  is  doing  and  what  it  may  do". 

This  paper,  though  not  written  for  that  purpose,  formed  a  complete 
answer  to  the  many  criticisms  to  which  the  L.A.A.  has  recently  been 
subjected ;  it  was  a  serious  attempt  to  outline  the  Association  from  the 
standpoint  of  one  who  knew  the  organisation  and  its  aims — a  view  which 
comes  at  a  timely  hour.    It  pointed  to  just  causes  for  attitudes  in  the 
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past  which  have  been  taken  in  a  wrong  light  by  the  calling  generally, 
and  it  further  oatlined  a  programme  of  activities  for  the  near  future 
which  alone  is  sufficient  to  force  home  a  realisation  of  that  abundance  of 
energy  which  is  at  the  back  of  this  sturdy  body.  It  proved  the  absolute 
need  for  such  an  organisation,  and  the  main  cause  for  which  it  works 
— unanimity  of  aim  amon|;st  those  who  are  to  be  at  th^  helm  in  a  few 
years — is  not  only  noble  m  essence  but  absolutely  the  only  means  to 
that  end  which  librarianship  in  this  country  is  constantly  preaching, 
but  which  it  is  unfortunately  as  far  as  ever  from  attaining.  It  harped 
on  the  mistake  of  local  organisations  duplicating  enterprise  in  a  dozen 
different  ways  in  a  dozen  different  quarters  of  the  kingdom,  and  it  made 
a  strong  plea  for  the  amalgamation  of  such  forces,  with  a  statement  of 
means  to  that  end.  Generally  speaking,  it  sounds  the  note  for  early 
activities,  it  proclaims  the  fact  that  those  early  years  of  laboured  growth 
are  at  an  end,  it  announces  a  readiness  to  proceed  with  that  work  which 
to  the  shame  of  our  craft  the  assistant  body  has  been  left  to  face  for 
itself,  oft-times  impeded  by  the  attitude  of  those  who  could  have  assisted 
had  they  taken  the  trouble  to  ascertain  the  rightful  purpose  which  called 
the  L.A.A.  into  being  eleven  years  ago — a  purpose  which  is  to-day  and 
always  will  be  the  incentive  to  individual  betterment. 

A  brisk  discussion  followed,  in  which  a  few  of  the  salient  points 
raised  were  well  threshed  out.  Mr.  Savers  was  of  opinion  that  the 
low  public  estimate  of  the  profession  was  due  largely  to  internal  cause. 
However  great  the  ideals  of  the  profession,  it  could  not  be  said,  save 
with  few  and  brilliant  exceptions,  that  either  assistants  or  librarians 
l^encrally  exhibited  the  characteristics  of  professional  men.  This  was 
partly  owing  to  the  attempt  to  raise  a  superstructure  of  professional 
trainmg  on  an  insufficient  basis  of  general  education.  Mr.  Coutts  thought 
Mr.  Roebuck's  idea  of  a  LA.  A.  benevolent  fund  practical  and  desirable, 
and  offered  several  suggestions  as  to  how  it  might  be  conducted.  Mr. 
Young  thought  public  opinion  of  the  profession  might  be  discounted  as 
tt  was  usually  uninformed,  and  public  estimation  rested  on  the  size  of 
the  librarian  s  income  merely.  Mr.  Stewart  said  that  in  compiling  a 
•*' Bibliography  of  Library  Economy"  he  had  found  that  the  Library 
Assistant  contained  as  many  practical  articles  as  the  American  library 
magazines;  he  pleaded,  however,  for  an  improvement  of  the  matter 
rather  than  an  expansion  of  the  journal ;  he  would  especially  welcome 
more  provincial  writers.  Mr.  Stephen  replied  that  the  Editor  had 
approached  many  provincial  men  for  papers,  but  without  success.  A 
few  remarks  from  other  speakers  and  a  summing  up  by  the  CHAIR^rAN 
concluded  the  discussion. 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  W.  G.  Chambers)  then  welcomed  Mr.  Walter 
Powell,  Sub-Librarian  of  Birmingham,  to  the  platform,  and  invited  him 
to  read  his  paper  on  "  Librarianship  in  the  Future  ".  Mr.  Powell,  who 
was  enthusiastically  received,  presented  a  plea  for  uniformity  in  library 
methods.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  librarian  of  many  ideas  was  not 
an  unmixed  blessing  to  his  town,  inasmuch  as  readers  objected  to  hav- 
ing to  learn  something  new  every  time  they  entered  the  library.  In 
cataloguing  he  thought  uniformity  of  practice  desirable,  and  he  followed 
Mr.  Mould  in  his  recent  paper,  read  before  the  L.A.,  in  believing  that  a 
standard  classification  should  be  officially  recognised  as  the  best  and 
tiniversally  used.  In  such  matters  as  open  access  or  indicator,  the 
number  of  guarantors,  the  charge  for  tickets,  and  in  various  other 
ways  he  asked  for  uniform  practice  in  the  future.  This  might  be  at- 
tained, he  suggested,  by  the  appointment  of  an  advisory  board  which 
should  determine  the  best  practice,  and  issue  a  code  of  library  method- 
ology on  the  same  principle  as  the  Education  Code. 
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As  the  previous  paper  had  done,  this  paper  gave  rise  to  considerable 
discussion.  Mr.  Thornb  thought  that  such  a  board  as  had  been  suggested 
should  be  appointed  by  the  London  County  Council  which  should  be 
the  governing  body  for  London  libraries.  Mr.  Bullbn  supported  this 
view,  and  remarked  particularly  on  the  need  for  uniform  opinion  in  the 
matter  of  classification ;  he  objected  to  the  most  popular  of  schemes, 
Dewey,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  too  American  and  needed  modifica- 
tion for  English  use.  Mr.  Saybrs  could  not  agree  that  the  need  for 
uniformity  existed  yet.  Librarianship  was  in  its  infancy  and  many 
methods  m  a  nebulous  state.  He  instanced  the  difference  of  opinions 
among  leading  librarians  on  classification,  Mr.  Hulme  was  for  Cutter, 
Mr.  Jast  for  Dewey,  and  Mr.  Brown  for  his  own  schemes.  Again  an 
advisory  board  as  suggested  would  probably  be  dominated  by-Govern- 
ment librarians  who  knew  little  of  the  needs  of  municipal  libraries. 
He  thought  a  generation  must  pass  before  the  craft  would  be  suffici- 
ently advanced  to  admit  of  it  being  codified.  Mr.  Chambers  also  held 
this  view,  and  pointed  out  that  stagnation  would  result  from  a  number 
of  official  rulings  in  methodology.  Messrs.  Coutts,  Young,  Stbphen, 
Shawcross  and  others  also  contributed  to  the  discussion.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  paper  readers,  who  duly  replied,  concluded  this  part  of 
the  meeting. 

A  few  minutes'  interval  ensued  and  then  Mr.  Chambers  presided 
over  the  Annual  Meeting.  The  first  business  of  the  evening  was  the 
presentation  to  Mr.  Geo.  E.  Roebuck,  the  retiring  Hon.  Secretary,  of 
a  silver-plated  tea  and  coffee  service  which  had  been  subscribed  for 
by  the  Committee  and  members,  including  Sir  Edmund  Verney,  Mr, 
Thomas  Greenwood  and  Mr.  Charles  Welch.  This  item  was  carried 
through  with  great  enthusiasm.  Mr.  Roebuck  thanked  the  members  in 
a  few  words  which  well  expressed  his  pleasure  at  the  gift. 

Mr.  Chambers  then  announced  the  election  of  officers  and  the 
result  of  the  ballot  for  Committee.  The  officers  are  as  follows: 
Chairman — Mr.  W.  Benson  Thorne,  Bromley  Library,  Poplar;  Hon^ 
Treasurer — Mr.  W.  Geo.  Chambers,  Plumstead  Library,  Woolwich  ; 
Hon.  Secretary — Mr.  W.  C.  Berwick  Sayers,  Croydon  Public  Libraries. 

Mr.  Chambers  next  moved  the  adoption  of  the  Annual  Report ;. 
Mr.  S.  A.  Hatcher  seconded,  and  it  was  adopted  unanimously  without 
discussion.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Chambers  and  Mr.  Roebuck  on 
their  retirement  from  the  offices  of  Chairman  and  Hon.  Secretary  re- 
spectively was  carried  with  great  enthusiasm.  The  new  Chairman  and 
Hon.  Secretary  were  then  installed  in  their  respective  offices. 

In  thanking  the  meeting  Mr.  W.  Benson  Thorne  remarked  that  the 
L. A.A.  had  now  reached  a  recognised  position,  but  the  campaign  for  new 
members  must  go  on.  He  asked  that  adverse  opinion  should  not  deter 
members  from  pushing  on  the  work  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  Roebuck  then  moved  as  follows,  remarking  that  he  wished 
the  matter  to  come  under  discussion,  not  to  approach  the  L.A.  pre- 
maturely : — 

''That  the  L.A.A.  wishes  to  declare  its  appreciation  of  the  measures 
which  have  been  introduced  by  the  Council  of  the  Library  As- 
sociation as  a  means  for  Assistant  Librarians  in  Great  Britain 
to  obtain  certificated  qualification  in  those  subjects  which  have 
become  recognised  as  essential  to  the  correct  training  of 
Librarians ;  and  further,  that  it  desires  to  see  more  advantage 
taken  of  the  said  measures. 

"The  L.A.A.,  however,  urge  the  consideration  by  the  Council  of 
the  Library  Association  of  the  following  suggestions,  which 
are  put  forward  after  much  cogitation,  in  the  hope  of  assisting^ 
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the  object  of  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Library  Associa- 
tion : — 
"  That  more  encouragement  would  be  advanced  to  prospective  candi- 
dates if 
(a)  there  were  a  graded  examination,  whereby  youths  under  the 
age  of  (say)  20  years  were  compelled  to  obtain  a  certificate  of 
qualification  as  Sub- Librarians  before  being  permitted  to 
enter  for  the  Diploma  Course ; 
(6)  in  the  case  of  senior  men,  a  certificate  (other  than  the 
Diploma)  bearing  the  Seal  of  the  Library  Association  be 
issued  to  all  holders  of  passes  in  Sections  2  to  6  of  the  present 
course;  qualifying  such  men  as  Practical  Librarians,  and 
entitling  them  to  registration  as  such ; 
(c)  the  present  arrangement  as  to  Section  i  remaining  in  force, 
possession  of  the  Diploma  being  regarded  as  a  Honours  dis- 
tinction to  the  Practical  Certificate. 
''That  the  L.A.A.  would  readily  support  the  suggestion  that  Practi- 
cal Certificates  be  issued  to  all  men  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom  who  are  at  present  occupying  positions  as  Librarians, 
who  can  furnish  evidence  of  at  least  ten  years'  service  in  such 
capacity,  and  in  support  of  such  claims  supply  material  evidence 
of  their  capabilities. 
**  Finally  (should  the  Library  Association  deem  it  wise),  the  L.A.A. 
would  undertake  co-operation  with  the  Library  Association 
Education   Committee    in   regard  to    the  establishment  and 
subsequent  administration  of  the  Junior  Grade  Examination, 
as  outlined  in  Clause  (a)  of  this  resolution." 
Mr.  Stephen  seconded.    After  some  discussion  in  which  it  was 
pointed  out  that  any  interference  with  the  Library  Association  certifi- 
cates would  tend  to  their  depreciation,  Mr.  Sayers,  with  the  concurrence 
of  Mr.  Roebuck,  moved  that  the  motion  be  discussed  at  a  later  General 
Meeting  and  meanwhile  be  referred  to  the  Committee.     Mr.  Chambers 
seconded,  and  this  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Stephen  then  moved : — 

''That  the  L.A.A.  request  the  L.A.  Council  to  abolish  the  present 

regulation  requiring  one  year  to  elapse  after  a  candidate  has 

obtained  all  the  sectional  certificates  before  application  be  made 

for  the  Diploma,  and  to  offer  facilities  for  such  candidate  to 

obtain  immediately  the  Diploma  upon  producing  the  necessary 

qualifications.'' 

Mr.  Sayers,  who  was  announced  to  second,  remarked  that  since  he 

agreed  to  do  so,  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Roberts,  who  said 

that  the  desired  alteration  had  already  been  made,  and  that  directly  the 

pass  lists  are  issued  the  possessor  of  all  six  certificates  may  make 

immediate  application  for  the  Diploma,  and  the  Board  of  Examiners 

would  meet  and  set  an  individual  subject  for  his  essay. 

The  necessity  for  the  motion  being  gone,  Mr.  Stephen  withdrew  it. 
The  proceedings  then  terminated.     Probably  this  was  the  most 
successful  Annual  Meeting  for  many  years.      Upwards  of  one  hundred 
members  and  friends  attended  various  parts  of  the  meeting. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Library  Association  Record. 

Indexes  to  ''  Notes  and  Queries  ", 

Gentlemen, 

The  time  has  surely  arrived  when  an  appeal  might  be  made  to 
the  publisher  of  Notes  and  Queries  to  combine  the  nine  indexes  to  that 
periodical  into  one.  There  is  no  need  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
readers  of  the  Record  to  the  value  o£  Notes  and  Queries  as  a  source  of 
miscellaneous  information,  and  I  think  that  all  will  agree  with  me  when 
I  say  that  the  value  is  being  diminished  by  the  increasing  difficulty  of 
reference.  I  can  quite  understand  the  publisher  hesitating  to  under- 
take the  work  of  compiling  and  publishing  a  new  index  without  some 
indication  that  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  would  be  sold  to  repay  him 
—or  at  least  save  him  from  loss. 

The  fact  that  some  of  the  indexes  (originally  published  at  6s.  each) 
now  sell  for  three  and  four  guineas  each  indicates  that  there  is  a  demand 
for  them.  The  Editor  (Mr.  Joseph  Knight)  in  his  preface  to  the  index 
to  the  ninth  series  shows  how  thoroughly  alive  he  is  to  the  necessity 
for  a  good  index,  that  the  thought  occurs  to  me  that  if  my  fellow- 
librarians  would  express  their  approval  of  this  suggestion  in  the  pages 
of  the  Record,  the  publisher  might  be  induced  to  favourably  consider  it. 

Yours  faithfully, 

George  T.  Shaw. 

Athenaum,  Liverpool, 
yth  Juntf  igo6. 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Library  Association  Record. 

Expenditure  on  Education  in  England  and  Wales,  1904-6 
—£43,675,620. 

Gentlemen, 

During  the  month  of  May  there  was  prepared  and  presented  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  a  "  Statement  of  the  moneys  expended  on 
Education  under  Part  i  and  Part  2,  respectively,  of  the  Education  Act 
of  1902,  by  each  local  Education  authority  for  the  year  1904-5  ;  and  so 
far  as  can  be  estimated,  for  the  year  1905-6,  showing  the  amount  pro- 
vided from  Exchequer  grants,  and  from  local  rates  respectively,  and  in 
each  case  the  amount  of  the  rate  in  the  pound."  The  number  of  this 
interesting  Parliamentary  paper  is  [Cd.  2916],  and  its  price  is  24d.  The 
paper  is  too  long  to  be  printed  in  this  journal,  but  an  abstract  of  the 
totals  has  been  made  and  is  appended.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  esti- 
mated total  expenditure  on  education  under  the  Act  of  1902  for  1905-6 
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is  £23,355,903.  If  a  return  could  be  obtained  of  the  total  3neld  of  the 
library  rates  in  England  and  Wales,  an  interesting  comparison  could 
be  made  and  one  point  emphasised,  viz, :  that  if  library  authorities 
financially  help  scholastic  authorities,  it  will  be  the  poorer  giving  to  the 
richer. 

Whether  the  sum  named  above  is  or  is  not  sufficient  for  educational 
purposes  is  not  a  question  for  librarians— as  librarians.  The  ratepayers 
are  in  a  different  position,  and  may  reasonably  ask  if  they  are  receiving 
full  value  for  the  money  expended  ?  The  system  of  elementary  and 
secondary  education  should  and  does  affect  the  demand  for  books  in 
the  public  libraries.  Therefore  it  will  be  well  for  writers  in  the  press 
and  public  speakers,  before  thejr  indulge  in  tirades  against  the  public 
libraries  for  circulating  inferior  literature,  to  inquire  whether  the  statis- 
tics of  issues  from  public  libraries  do  or  do  not  represent  a  demand  on 
the  part  of  readers  which  is  indicative  of  the  standard  of  education  for 
which  the  country  is  paying  so  many  millions  a  year. 

It  cannot  be  otherwise  than  beneficial  to  let  the  people  know  how 
much  of  their  money  is  spent  on  education,  and  one  way  of  attaining 
that  lend  will  be  for  each  public  librarian  in  the  country  to  obtain, 
exhibit  and  retain  the  return  of  which  I  have  cited  the  full  title  above, 
and  given  an  abstract  on  the  previous  page. 

Yours  faithfully, 

George  T.  Shaw. 

Athen/bum,  Liverpool, 
nth  June^  1906. 


All  Communications  relating  to  The  Library  Association 
Record  should  be  addressed  to  The  Editor,  Whitcomb  House, 
Whitcomb  Street,  Pall  Mall  East,  London,  S.W. 
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tlon.     Prom  No.  1.    Janumry,  1890.    28.  monthly. 

Public  Library  manual.  Edited  by  J.  Y.  W.  MacAustbr  and  Thomas  Mason. 
Part  L— Library  Lboislation  (1855-1890),  by  H.  W.  Povaroue  and  J.  J.  Oolb. 
Demy  8vo.    28.  6d. 

Tlis  Library  Association  Ssries  (la.  8vo). 

No.  1. — Library  Appliancbs,  by  Jambs  D.  Brown,  Librarian  of  the  Public  Libniry* 
Clerkenwell,  la. 

Na  2. — PuBUC  Library  Lboislation  :  being  the  Law  relating  to  Public  Librsriea 
and  Technical  Education,  and  all  Statutes  directly  or  indirectly  afSectiiig 
Libraries.  Museums,  Art  Galleries,  etc.,  in  EngUnd,  Ireland  and  Scotland,  by 
H.  W.  PovAROUB,  Town  Clerk  of  Eastbourne,  and  J.  J.  Oolb,  Librarian  of  tfie 
Public  Library,  Bootle,  28.  6d. 

No.  8.— PuBuc  Library  Staffs,  by  P.  Cowbll,  Librarian  of  the  Public  Libraries, 
Liverpool,  6d. 

No.  4.— Guide  to  thb  Pormation  of  a  Music  Library,  by  Jambs  D.  Brown,  Sd. 

No.  5. — Cataloouino  Rulbs,  o.p. 

No.  6.— Books  for  Villaob  Libraribs,  by  Prank  J.  Burooynb  (Lambeth  PobUc 
Libraries)  and  John  Ballinobr  (Cardiff  Public  Library).  With  Notes  upon  the 
Organisation  and  Management  of  Village  Libraries,  by  Jambs  D.  Brown,  Is. 

No.  7. — GUIDB  TO  THB  ADOPTION  OF  THB  PUBLIC  LiBRARIBS  ACTS  IN   ENGLAND  AND 

Walbs,  by  H.  Wbst  Povaroub,  6d. 

No.  8.— Classifibd  List  of  Currbnt  Pbriodicals:  a  Guide  to  the  Selection  of 
Magasane  Literature,  by  Jambs  D.  Brown,  6d. 
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To  T^ubltshers^  Booksellers  and 
Library  Furnishers. 

TiiK  attention  of  Publishers.  Booksellers  and  Library  Furnishers  is  called 
to  the  advantages  of  Xlbe  XtbratS  ad50Ciati0n  lRCCOr&  as  an  effective 
advertising  medium. 

The  .Journal,  which  is  published  regularly  each  month,  is  the  official 
organ  of  The  Library  Association,  and  circulates  in  no  fewer  than  600 
libraries  up  and  down  the  country,  as  well  as  amongst  the  more  prominent 
book-lovers  and  collectors. 

Furnishing,  as  it  does,  the  transactions  of  The  Library  Association,  with 
notices  of  forthcoming  meetings,  in  addition  to  library  notes  and  news  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  it  is  eagerly  looked  for  and  scanned  each  month 
by  librarians,  being,  in  fact,  their  olTicial  medium  of  intercommunication. 

Not  only  does  the  1RcC0r5  circulate  in  the  United  Kingdom,  it  has  a 
much  wider  sphere  of  influence,  having  subscribers  in  most  of  the  British 
Colonies,  as  well  as  in  the  principal  Countries  of  Europe. 

Our  aim  in  making  this  announcement  is  to  secure  a  representative  set 
of  advertisements  which  may  serve  as  a  Directory  of  Library  FurnisherSt 
whether  in  fixtures,  stationery,  books  or  other  accessories^  The  advantages 
of  such  a  medium  must  be  quite  obvious  to  all  firms  in  any  way  catering  for 
the  library,  enabling  them,  as  it  does,  to  keep  themselves  constantly  before 
not  only  librarians,  but  members  of  Library  Committees  and  book-collectors. 

No  advertisement  will  be  received  which  is  not  strictly  in  keeping  with 
the  character  of  the  .lournal. 
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WHAT  SHOULD  AN  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  A 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY  CONTAIN  ?i 

By  Wm.  J.  WiLLCocK,  Librarian,  Public  Library, 
Peterborough. 

UPON  careful  investigation  of  the  British  journals  de- 
voted to  library  work  and  administration,  I  find  that 
the  literature  upon  library  reports  as  an  abstract  subject  is 
meagre  indeed.  It  therefore  follows  that  although  I  am 
unable  to  quote  any  authorities  upon  library  reports,  I  shall 
at  least  be  able  to  approach  the  topic  with  an  open  mind. 
In  the  first  place  to  attempt  to  create  any  standard  by  which 
to  criticise  what  is  looked  upon  as  the  favourite  hardy  annual 
of  every  public  library  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  daring. 


*  Read  at  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Library  Association,  in  London,  on 
the  1 8th  June,  1906. 
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I  remember  in  the  early  days  of  my  library  life  that  the 
issue  of  the  annual  report  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
events  of  the  year.  The  business  of  compiling  elaborate 
tables  of  figures  and  statistics  kept  certain  members  of  the 
staff  in  a  state  of  excitement  for  some  time,  and  when  the 
report  came  fresh  and  fragrant  from  the  printers  it  seemed 
to  my  simple  and  enthusiastic  mind  that  the  event  should 
be  celebrated  in  some  distinctive  manner.  Such  was  my 
mental  attitude  then,  but  now  in  the  colder  light  of  extended 
experience  I  find  I  have  before  me  the  task  of  stating  de- 
finitely what  an  annual  report  should  contain,  and  accom- 
panying this  is  the  plain  fact  that  all  reports  are  not  like 
Caesar's  wife — above  suspicion.  At  all  events  at  present,  for 
the  sake  of  argument  and  criticism,  it  is  as  well  that  all 
reports  are  not  alike.  There  is  no  really  stereotyped  pattern 
for  an  annual  report,  and  although  many  resemble  each 
other  in  their  main  features,  hardly  any  two  agree  in  what 
should  be  reported  upon  and  what  should  be  omitted. 

As  there  seems  to  be  a  strong  demand  to-day  for  uniform- 
ity in  library  work,  an  opportunity  may  now  present  itself  to 
the  Library  Association  to  stipulate  upon  what  lines  the 
annual  report  of  a  public  library  should  be  compiled.  If  that 
were  done,  we  should  get  reports  which  would  be  of  more 
practical  value  to  library  workers  and  less  bewildering  to  the 
local  authorities  and  the  general  public. 

The  primary  object  of  the  Committee's  annual  report  is  to 
acquaint  the  Town  Council  or  other  chief  authority  that  the 
duties  delegated  to  the  Committee  under  the  Public  Libraries 
Acts  have  been  carried  out.  The  report  must  inform  the 
Council,  and  incidentally  the  public,  whether  the  use  of  the 
library  has  increased  or  decreased,  what  the  growth  of  the 
library  has  been  during  the  year,  state  the  extent  and  condi- 
tion of  its  stock,  the  number  of  borrowers  using  the  library, 
and  deal  with  other  matters  which  will  be  referred  to  in 
detail  later  on. 

Now  comes  the  question  of  cost,  and  whether  in  a  small 
town  where  funds  are  limited  it  is  necessary  to  print  a  report. 
The  cost  of  printing  500  copies  of  a  twenty  page  large  post 
octavo  report  would  be,  at  a  fair  estimate,  about  £7  los. 
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Add  to  this  £1  for  distribution,  and  the  total  cost  would  be 
£8  los.  Such  a  sum  in  a  large  library  would  be  con- 
sidered paltry,  but  in  some  of  the  smaller  libraries  with 
incomes  under  £500  per  annum,  and  where  every  shilling 
has  to  be  carefully  weighed  before  spending,  a  matter  of 
£8  I  OS.  may  be  worth  considering.  Apart  from  this  it  may 
be  a  matter  of  presumption  to  think  that  a  collection  of 
elaborate  tables  of  figures  analysing  the  total  annual  issue 
of  70,000  volumes,  and  giving  specific  details  of  a  stock 
ranging  from  13,000  to  20,000  volumes,  will  be  of  much 
interest  to  the  public,  or  practical  value,  except  in  rare 
instances,  to  other  libraries.  If  a  report  is  not  printed  it 
does  not  follow  that  no  report  upon  the  work  of  the  library 
is  circulated.  At  certain  times  of  the  year  the  librarian  will 
have  to  report  to  the  Committee  upon  certain  matters  such 
as  the  annual  stocktaking,  the  annual  statistics,  etc.  Such 
reports  will  appear  in  the  Library  Committee  minutes,  and 
will  also  be  included  among  the  minutes  of  the  general 
Committees  printed  for  the  Town  Council.  In  addition  to 
this  the  librarian  can  send  a  slightly  extended  report  to  the 
local  press.  By  these  means  all  the  publicity  necessary  will 
be  acquired.  It  is  true  the  general  library  world  is  not 
informed  of  the  work  your  library  is  doing,  but  it  will  be 
found,  as  a  rule,  if  any  other  library  wants  information,  it 
does  not  hesitate  to  send  out  the^usual  circular  of  questions, 
ignoring,  perhaps,  for  the  time  being,  some  dusty  piles  of 
library  reports  safely  stowed  away  in  some  inconvenient 
storeroom. 

The  next  question  that  confronts  us  is  whether  reports 
are  always  of  practical  use  to  other  libraries  and  librarians  ? 
Generally  speaking,  the  answer  to  this  is  in  the  negative, 
and  this  will  be  agreed  upon  when  the  following  statements 
are  carefully  considered.  In  the  first  place,  let  us  suppose 
that  a  librarian  is  desirous  of  gaining  some  knowledge  upon 
the  proportional  representation  of  different  classes  of  litera- 
ture in  public  libraries.  He  will  first  get  as  many  library 
reports  as  possible,  and  arrange  them  in  divisions  according 
to  the  total  number  of  volumes  in  each  library.  But  when 
he  comes  to  consult  the  analytical  tables  of  the  stock  of  each 


366  The  Library  Association  Record. 

library,  he  is  confronted  by  an  almost  insurmountable  diffi- 
culty, viz,y  the  absence  of  any  uniform  scheme  of  classifica- 
tion. He  finds  that  most  of  the  older  libraries  have  the 
obsolete  A.  B.  C.  system  under  which  the  whole  field  of  know- 
ledge is  arranged  in  six  or  seven  broad  classes.  For  in- 
stance :  A.  History,  Topography,  Travel  and  Biography ; 
B.  Natural  History,  Arts  and  Sciences;  C.  Theology  and 
Moral  Philosophy ;  D.  Poetry  and  Dramatic  Works ;  E. 
Fiction,  and  F.  Magazines  and  Miscellaneous  Literature. 
The  last  division  without  a  doubt  covering  like  a  cloak  a 
multitude  of  sins  against  any  logical  or  systematic  system  of 
classification.  In  many  other  reports  he  finds  two  or  more 
important  divisions  of  knowledge  grouped  together,  and  alto- 
gether he  finds  a  lack  of  uniformity.  Therefore  in  this 
respect  library  reports  are  of  very  little  practical  use.  Again, 
with  the  absence  of  uniformity  in  classification  any  informa- 
tion bearing  upon  the  comparative  issues  of  different  classes 
must  be  more  or  less  untrustworthy  and  unsatisfactory',  and 
it  might  be  emphasised  here  that  if  such  a  system  as  the 
Dewey  Decimal  system  of  classification  were  universally 
adopted  library  reports  would  certainly  be  of  more  value  in 
many  ways.  How  often  in  the  course  of  a  year  are  various 
libraries  circularised  for  information  ?  Yet  one  would  natur- 
ally conclude  from  the  enormous  number  of  reports  issued 
and  distributed  every  year  that  such  circular  requests  would 
be  unnecessary.  Financial  information,  which  is  most  useful 
to  other  libraries,  is  in  many  cases  withheld,  and  other  multi- 
farious details  usually  given  in  reports  have  little  or  no 
value.  Therefore,  there  need  be  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
library  reports  as  now  produced  are  not  always  of  practical 
use  to  other  libraries  and  librarians. 

The  question  as  to  whether  reports  stimulate  local  interest 
is  perhaps  the  most  important  put  forward  in  this  paper.  If 
reports  do  not,  or  are  not  intended  to  stimulate  local  interest 
in  the  library  which  is  supported  by  the  rates  of  that  locality, 
then  the  reason  for  issuing  an  annual  report  ceases  to  exist. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  they  do  stimulate  local  interest,  but 
that  only  to  a  limited  degree.  We  must  suppose  that  every 
member  of  the  Committee  reads  the  report  from  cover  to 
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cover ;  enjoying  the  perusal  of  each  carefully  prepared  table 
of  figures  as  a  gourmand  would  enjoy  some  dainty  dish.  In 
fact  the  member  who  did  not  read  the  report  in  this  spirit 
might  indeed  be  deemed  unworthy.  The  ordinary  Councillor, 
on  the  other  hand,  with  less  personal  interest  in  the  library 
would  be  content  with  reading  the  report  as  far  as  the  be- 
ginning of  the  tables  of  issues  and  classification.  This  at 
least  he  should  do  as  a  matter  of  duty,  but  we  have  even 
heard  of  Councillors  being  accused  of  not  doing  their  duty 
especially  about  the  time  of  municipal  elections.  The  third 
factor  in  this  question  of  interest  yet  remains  to  be  discussed, 
and  that  is,  the  means  to  be  employed  to  gain  the  attention 
or  interest  of  the  general  public  through  the  report.  It  is 
obviously  impossible  to  circulate  more  than  a  very  limited 
number  of  reports  outside  the  Committee  and  Council,  there- 
fore the  only  hope  of  having  the  contents  of  the  report  made 
thoroughly  public  is  through  the  medium  of  the  local  press. 
This  simply  means  that  your  particular  local  editor,  impelled 
by  the  innate  kindness  of  editors  in  general,  takes  the  report 
and  compiles  a  chatty  article  which  points  out  with  clear 
simplicity  what  the  library  hs^s  done,  what  it  wants  to  do 
and  what  its  manifold  benefits  are  to  those  who  are  intelli- 
gent enough  to  make  use  of  it.  This  is  what  the  Utopian 
editor  would  do,  but  I  am  afraid  the  ordinary  mundane  editor 
finds  his  time  and  the  time  of  his  subordinates  too  valuable 
to  do  what  I  have  suggested  above,  and  it  remains  for  the 
librarian  to  write  the  article  himself,  and  trust  to  such  things 
as  a  temporary  shortage  of  copy,  or  the  good  temper  of  the 
editor  to  secure  a  place  in  the  paper.  These  three  essentials 
secured,  then  it  can  be  said  that  reports  do  stimulate  local 
interest. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  paper  it  has  been  necessary  to 
go  carefully  through  many  reports  and  tabulate  their  con- 
tents, and  the  characteristic  which  seems  to  predominate  is 
superfluity.  Genius  is  said  to  be  the  art  of  taking  pains ; 
if  this  be  so,  we  must  admit  that  a  large  percentage  of 
librarians  come  under  this  category,  for  in  most  reports  no 
pains  have  been  spared  to  set  out  details  of  little  use  and 
interest  to  readers  in  general,  or  library  workers  in  particular. 
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In  fact  in  some  cases  the  librarian  has  had  to  exercise  his 
inventive  faculty  to  get  enough  copy  to  fill  what  he  con- 
sidered the  requisite  number  of  pages  a  report  should  con- 
tain, and  it  is  just  in  these  cases  the  most  glaring  omissions 
are  noticeable.  ^ 

Unless  endowed  with  editorial  powers,  the  writer  of  a 
paper  such  as  this  is  not  justified  in  mentioning  any  particu- 
lar report  by  name,  so  what  follows  here  may  be  considered 
to  belong  to  an  extensive  class  of  library  reports.  No  single 
report  of  this  class  contains  in  itself  all  the  superfluities  to 
be  enumerated,  yet  no  single  report  is  without  some  super- 
fluity. Therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  simplicity  let  us  suppose 
we  have  before  us  one  report  which  embodies  everything 
that  may  be  considered  superfluous.  We  may  further  sup- 
pose this  report  to  be  issued  by  the  Public  Library  of  some 
large  and  important  town,  and  it  must  by  this  token  be  of 
dignified  and  bulky  proportions.  First  of  all  we  get  a  narra- 
tive report  by  the  librarian,  which,  in  addition  to  brief  refer- 
ences to  the  work  of  the  library,  embodies  an  exhaustive 
bibliographical  account  of  the  additions  to  the  Reference 
Library  during  the  year.  This  takes  up  six  pages.  Then 
follows  a  short  table  showing  the  total  of  the  class  issues 
in  the  Reference  Library  during  the  year,  which  gives  an 
opportunity  for  a  striking  compilation  to  follow  in  the  form 
of  a  table  showing  the  class  of  readers  who  have  made  use 
of  the  books  during  the  year,  and  strange  to  say  the  number 
of  readers  exactly  tallies  with  the  number  of  books  issued ! 
Now  this  in  itself  is  rather  extraordinary  for  reference  library 
work,  for  this  reason :  either  each  reader  consulted  only  one 
book  at  a  time,  or  if  he  consulted  two  or  more  books  he  was 
counted  as  two  or  more  readers.  Therefore  it  would  follow 
if  a  doctor  consulted  six  books  he  would  be  counted  in  the 
statistics  as  six  doctors.  Such  a  list  is  highly  superfluous, 
because  it  does  not  serve  any  practical  purpose.  Next  in 
order  come  the  following  tables :  Ages  of  borrowers,  occupa- 
tions of  borrowers,  number  of  borrowers  in  each  ward. 
Visits  to  reading-room  (showing  the  number  of  visitors  each 
month  and  how  many  were  males  and  females).  List  of 
some  of  the  books  consulted  in  the  referenceilibrar)^during 
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the  year.  (Bibliographical  details  given.)  Principal  addi- 
tions to  the  Reference  Library  during  the  year.  (More  exten- 
sive bibliographical  details.)  Some  books  borrowed  from 
the  Lending  Library  during  the  year  (this  includes  Corelli's 
Vendetta,  cr.  8vo,  Lond.,  N.D.).  Principal  additions  to  Lending 
Library  during  year  (this  includes  Le  Queux's  The  Under 
Secretary,  cr.  8vo,  Lond.,  1902),  and  finally  two  charts  of  the 
meteorological  order,  showing  the  falling  and  rising  of  the 
total  issues  from  Lending  and  Reference  Libraries  for  the 
last  twenty  years  and  the  last  two  years. 

Without  taking  into  consideration  at  present  elaborate 
tables  of  issues  and  stock,  the  above  may  be  admitted  to 
be  the  chief  superfluities  in  annual  reports.  Some  reports 
indeed  attempt  to  combine  the  recognised  features  of  a  re- 
port with  the  qualities  of  a  manual  of  bibliography,  whilst 
others  might  well  be  mistaken  for  the  report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  or  a  publication  of  the  Meteorological 
Office. 

In  the  synopsis  of  this  paper  there  is  a  section  entitled 
the  omissions  in  reports,  but  after  quoting  the  extensive 
catalogue  of  superfluities  as  above  it  would  seem  that  omis- 
sions were  impossible.  That  is  almost  the  case,  and  the 
only  one  that  calls  for  special  notice  is  the  omission  in 
many  reports  of  a  balance-sheet  or  financial  statement.  A 
report  without  a  balance-sheet  is  sadly  incomplete.  If  tables 
of  issues  and  classification  are  uninteresting  to  the  average 
Councillor  and  general  public,  a  statement  of  the  amount 
spent  on  the  library  and  how  it  is  spent  should  be  of  some 
interest.  Then  again  this  is  just  the  part  of  a  report  which 
is  often  of  use  to  other  library  committees,  and  of  this  we 
have  a  proof  in  the  frequent  circulars  sent  out  asking  for 
specific  financial  information. 

After  stating  what  is  superfluous  in  reports  and  what  is 
omitted  it  is  only  necessary  by  way  of  completing  this  paper 
to  define  what  a  report  should  contain.  Apart  from  the 
covers  the  title-page  should  first  be  given,  then  a  list  of 
Members  of  Committee  and  Officers,  followed  by  the  Chair- 
man's introduction,  which  should  note  any  special  events  of 
the  year,  or  make  general  observations  on  the  library  and 
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its  work,  etc.  The  Librarian's  narrative  report  should  then 
find  a  place,  and  this  should  be  composed  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  render  unnecessary  most,  or  all,  of  the  elaborate  tables 
usually  given  later  on  in  the  body  of  the  report.  That  is, 
after  a  few  preliminary  remarks  to  produce  in  paragraph 
form  the  gist  of  the  information  usually  set  out  in  ruled 
columns. 

Taking  first  the  stock  the  librarian  should  state  that  the 
Lending  Library  contains  for  instance  30,000  volumes,  com- 
prised as  follows  :  General  Works,  2,000 ;  Philosophy,  500  ; 
Religion,  1,400 ;  Sociology,  1,700,  and  so  on  through  the 
other  divisions  of  the  classification.  The  Reference  Library 
contains  10,000 volumes, comprised  as  follows:  General  Works, 
1,500 ;  Philosophy,  150  ;  etc.  The  additions  during  the  year 
numbered  700  volumes,  500  of  which  were  placed  in  the 
Lending  Library  and  200  in  the  Reference  Library.  Out  of 
this  total  of  700  additions  150  were  presented  (see  list  of 
donors  and  donations  on  p.  8). 

The  issues  will  next  claim  attention,  and  again  the  same 
rules  of  brevity  may  be  observed.  The  total  number  of 
volumes  issued  from  the  Lending  Library  was  153,000.  The 
specific  class  issues  were  as  follows  :  General  Works,  3,400  ; 
Philosophy,  650,  etc.,  etc.  Daily  average,  500.  Increase  over 
previous  year,  3,400.  Total  issue.  Reference  Library,  40,000. 
General  Works,  4,000  ;  Philosophy,  350,  etc.,  etc.  Daily 
average,  130.  Increase  over  previous  year,  2,roo.  It  must 
be  admitted  that  a  statement  of  how  many  books  were  issued 
during  a  particular  day  or  month  can  be  of  little  general 
interest,  although  if  such  information  were  required  at  any 
time  a  reference  to  the  statistic  book  if  properly  kept  should 
supply  it  without  any  difficulty.  Percentages  of  class  issues, 
if  desired,  can  be  stated  in  the  same  form  as  above. 

A  section  should  be  devoted  to  borrowers,  and  here  it 
should  be  stated  how  many  are  burgesses,  non-burgesses  and 
juveniles,  how  many  extra  or  student's  tickets  are  in  use,  and 
the  increase,  if  any,  of  the  number  of  borrowers  over  that  of 
the  previous  year. 

If  any  record  is  kept,  the  total  number  of  visitors  to  the 
reading-room  may  be  stated  ;  then  this  narrative  report  might 
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conclude  with  the  mention  of  any  special  matters  which  may 
be  of  interest  to  all  concerned  in  the  welfare  of  the  library. 

The  few  remaining  pages  of  the  annual  report  may  be 
devoted  to  a  list  of  Magazines  and  Newspapers  taken,  a  list 
of  Donors  and  Donations,  and  a  Financial  Statement  or 
Balance-sheet. 

Now  the  matter  here  defined  as  essential  for  an  annual 
report  will  not  make  up  many  pages,  and  a  dignified  appear- 
ance, so  far  as  bulk  is  concerned,  will  be  lacking.  But  of  a 
certainty  it  will  gain  in  clearness,  conciseness  and  general 
comprehensiveness  what  it  loses  in  material  dimensions. 

To  the  uninitiated  in  library  mysteries  it  will  be  read- 
able, to  the  busy  Councillor  it  will  be  digestible,  and  to  the 
practical  librarian  it  will  be  useful. 


WELLS  CATHEDRAL  LIBRARY.^ 
By  T.  W.  Williams,  B.A. 

BEFORE  dealing  with  the  present  library,  I  will  say  a 
few  words  as  to  the  housing  of  the  books  before  this 
room  was  built.  In  very  early  days  the  books  here  were 
probably,  as  elsewhere,  scattered  about  the  building ;  when 
they  were  collected  together  Canon  Church  conjectures  that 
they  were  kept  in  the  western  aisle  of  the  north  transept.  In 
1297  it  was  ordered  by  the  Chapter  that  the  two  doors  de  la 
Karole  [a  place  enclosed  by  screens]  on  either  side  of  the 
choir  be  shut  at  night,  but  that  the  one  on  the  library  side  be 
open  from  the  first  stroke  of  matins,  until  at  the  third  strik- 
ing the  door  of  the  choir  is  opened.  That  the  side  door  be 
always  closed  by  day  because  of  the  way  the  books  of  the 
church  are  knocked  about  by  visitors,  and  that  laymen  may 
be  prevented  from  hearing  the  secrets  of  the  Chapter. 

Here  the  books  appear  to  have  remained  until  this  room 
was  built  by  Bishop  Bubwith's  executors  out  of  the  funds 
provided  by  his  will  dated  the  nth  October,  1424. 

It  was  only  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  fourteenth  century 
that  libraries  proper  {i.e.,  separate  and  special  rooms  for 
books)  were  erected — those  at  Merton  and  New  Colleges,  Ox- 
ford, being  the  first  {viz,,  1377  and  1380),  followed  by  several 
others  at  Oxford  and  Pembroke  at  Cambridge  in  1452,  and  this 
room  is  a  good  type  of  that  usually  erected.  It  is  especially 
interesting  as  being,  I  think,  the  only  Cathedral  Library 
built  over  a  cloister  which  exists  in  its  entirety ;  there  were 
similar  rooms  in  old  St.  Paul's  and  at  Lincoln  and  Salisburj^ 
but  the  latter  two  have  been  partly  destroyed  and  much 
altered.  I  will  quote  Mr.  J.  W.  Clark's  description  of  it  from 
his  Care  of  Books,  p.  123 :   "  It  occupies  the  south  end  of  a 

^  Read  before  the  Bristol  and  Western  District  Branch  Library  Association, 
gth  May,  1906. 
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long,  narrow  room  over  the  east  pane  of  the  cloister,  ap- 
proached by  a  spiral  staircase  from  the  south  transept.  This 
room  is  about  162  feet  long  by  12  feet  wide :  the  portion 
assigned  to  the  library  is  about  106  feet.  The  roof  was 
originally  divided  into  thirteen  spaces  by  oak  principals,  very 
slightly  arched,  resting  on  stone  corbels.  There  were  two 
windows  on  each  side  to  each  space.  In  the  part  fitted  up  as 
a  library  the  principals  have  been  plastered  over  to  imitate 
stone,  and  the  joists  between  them  concealed  by  a  ceiling. 
There  is  a  tradition  that  this  room  was  fitted  up  as  a  library 
in  1472." 

I  expect  the  fittings  were  the  usual  lecterns  of  wood,  on 
which  the  books  were  laid,  probably  being  chained  to  a  bar 
over  the  desk,  but  occasionally  beneath  it,  the  readers  being 
seated  on  benches  immovably  fixed  opposite  each  window. 
After  the  Restoration  this  building  was  refitted  during  the 
episcopate  of  Robert  Creighton  (Bishop,  1670-72)  with  the 
help  of  donations  from  the  celebrated  Dr.  Richard  Busby  and 
Dr.  Ralph  Bathurst,  who  was  Dean  from  1670-1704.  It  is 
important  to  remember  that  Bathurst  was  also  Master  of 
Trinity  College,  Oxford,  an  office  which  he  retained  until  his 
death.  As  he  is  described  in  the  manuscript  list  of  benefactors 
preserved  in  the  library  as  having  taken  a  foremost  part  in 
fitting  it  up,  the  selection  of  the  bookcases  may  with  much 
probability  be  ascribed  to  him.  His  own  college  has  still 
bookcases  which  once  must  have  been  excellent  specimens 
of  the  stall  system.  This  is  the  name  given  to  this  class  of 
bookcase  from  the  word  **  staulum,"  which  is  frequently  ap- 
plied to  a  case  for  books  in  a  mediaeval  library.  There  are 
five  fine  examples  of  this  system  at  Oxford,  nine  at  Cam- 
bridge, where  it  is  to  be  noted  that  monastic  influence  was 
never  extensively  exercised,  and  Mr.  Clark  thinks  the  origin 
of  this  system  is  monastic.  There  was  a  set  at  Clare  College 
supplied  to  the  old  library  about  1627,  but  they  have  since 
been  altered  by  the  removal  of  the  desks.  Those  at  Oxford 
are  at  Corpus  Christi  College  (1517),  St.  John's  College 
(1596),  Sir  T.  Bodley*s  Library  (1598),  Merton  College  (1623), 
Jesus  College  (1677-79),  Magdalen  College  (of  uncertain  date). 

There  are  eight  bookcases  here  of  plain  unpainted  deal. 
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projecting  from  the  west  wall  between  the  windows.  They 
are  8  ft.  6  ins.  long,  8  ft.  i  in.^  high  and  3  ft.  broad.  Seven 
of  them  have  desks  on  both  sides,  but  the  last — that  placed 
against  the  partition  at  the  south  end,  which  screens  off  a 
small  room  for  a  study — has  a  desk  at  one  side  only.  There 
is  no  shelf  below  the  desk  but  two  above  it.  They  are  fitted 
with  the  usual  apparatus  for  chaining.  Between  each  pair 
of  bookcases,  in  front  of  the  window,  is  a  seat  for  the  reader. 
These  cases  resemble  so  closely  those  at  Corpus  Christi 
College,  Oxford,  that  the  source  from  which  they  are  de- 
rived cannot  be  doubtful.^ 

Mr.  Clark  asks,  **  Was  this  library  ever  chained  ?  A 
Walton's  Polyglot,  1657,  ^^^  evidently  been  prepared  for 
chaining,  and  in  a  novel  fashion,  the  plate  to  carry  the  chain 
being  attached  to  the  left-hand  board  close  to  the  back  of 
the  volume,  so  that  it  was  evidently  set  on  the  shelf  in  the 
ordinary  way,  and  not  with  the  fore-edge  turned  to  the 
spectator  as  is  usual  in  chained  libraries.  But  with  excep- 
tions I  could  not  discover  indications  of  the  attachment  of 
the  plate  on  any  of  the  volumes.  If  I  am  right  in  conclud- 
ing that  the  books  in  this  library  were  never  chained,  the 
cases  are.  a  curious  instance  ot  the  maintenance  of  fashion. 
Dr.  Bathurst  ordered  a  bookcase,  and  it  was  supplied  to  him 
with  all  its  fittings  complete,  whether  they  were  to  be  used 
or  not.'' 

On  this  point  there  is  an  interesting  entry  in  the  Historical 
Manuscripts  Commission — Wells :  **  Note  made  between  the 
hours  and  five  p.m.,  in  the  Chapter  House,  where  there  were 
present  T.  Holt,  the  Chancellor,  and  N.  Nebbert,  notary :  *  The 
Civil  War  still  grows,  this  Cathedral  Church  has  suffered 
very  grievously  from  the  rebel  fanatics,  who  have  this  very 
morning  laid  hands  upon  the  furniture  hereof,  have  utterly 
destroyed  the  organ  and  turned  the  sacred  building  into  a 
stable  for  horses ' ;  and  on  the  7th  January,  1685,  it  was 
ordered  by  the  Chapter  'that  the  library  be  repaired  and 
beautified  out  of  Dr.  Busby's  legacy  as  he  desired '." 

There   are   several  interesting   references   in   the   early 


^  Canon  Church  says  now  12  ft.  9  ins,  high. 

2  As  to  cases  against  the  wall,  see  Med,  Libraries^  pp.  16  and  17. 
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Chapter  Acts  to  the  books  in  the  church,  but  the  time  at 
my  disposal  does  not  allow  me  to  do  more  than  mention 
them. 

It  is  curious  that  although  practically  all  the  books  which 
were  in  the  library  before  the  Dissolution  are  gone,  yet  there 
are  still  preserved  three  most  remarkable  and  interesting 
books  of  considerable  antiquity.  They  were  probably  saved 
through  not  having  been  kept  in  the  library ;  they  are  called 
Liber  albus  i.,  Liber  ruber  ii.  and  Liber  albus  iii.  (a)  Liber 
albus  i.  is  a  folio  volume  of  299  parchment  leaves,  bound  in 
boards  covered  with  rough  white  vellum  :  the  early  part  of 
it  was  written  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  or  possibly  Edward 
n.;  the  earliest  entry  is  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Con- 
fessor, and  the  last  belongs  to  the  year  1393 ;  the  informa- 
tion scattered  throughout  its  1,200  documents  and  upwards 
is  of  the  most  varied  character,  touching  upon  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  history,  ritual,  architecture,  manners  and 
customs  in  general,  as  well  as  upon  the  history  of  Wells 
itself.  There  are  also  in  this  volume  copies  of  the  Great 
Charter,  the  Charter  of  the  Forests,  the  Statutes  of  Merton, 
Windsor,  Kenilworth,  Marlborough,  Westminster  and  of 
the  guaranty  given  by  Edward,  son  of  Henry  III.,  to 
Humphrey  de  Bohun  and  his  party. 

()8)  Liber  ruber  ii.  is  a  smaller  volume,  partly  vellum^ 
partly  paper,  bound  in  boards  and  red  leather;  the  vellum 
part  being  probably  older  than  Liber  albus  i.  Its  contents 
are  of  much  the  same  character,  and  in  both  there  are  some 
good  examples  of  early  caligraphy. 

(7)  Liber  albus  iii.  is  a  fine  large  volume,  bound  in  white^ 
written  in  the  first  part  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  con- 
tains 456  folios  and  about  900  documents.  The  contents 
also  of  this  book  are  very  varied.  Papal  bulls,  Saxon  and 
later  charters,  ordinary  business  transactions,  establish- 
ments of  chantries  and  vicarages,  the  regulation  of  services, 
perambulations  of  the  forests  of  Somerset,  early  custumals 
of  some  of  the  Chapter  manors,  choice  of  representatives  for 
Parliament  and  Convocation,  manumissions,  etc.,  are  all 
mixed  up  together,  with  here  and  there  examples  of  the  use 
made  by  the  Chapter  of  the  power  of  excommunication  which 
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had  been  granted  to  it  by  Bishop  Savaric  as  a  measure  of 
police  in  its  own  properties. 

These  are  more  or  less  fully  set  out  in  the  Historical 
Manuscripts  Commission  Report. 

We  find  from  these  books  copies  of  receipts  for  books 
given,  acknowledgments,  deeds  in  respect  of  the  loan  of 
books  to  various  persons.  There  are  several  manuscript 
hooks  in  the  possession  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  which  be- 
longed to  the  library  before  the  Dissolution,  and  some  in  the 
British  Museum,  Bodleian  and  various  Collegiate  libraries. 

Boston  of  Bury  in  his  Comparative  Catalogue  [C.  1410] 
only  notices  two  books  at  Wells ;  Leland  in  his  Collectanea 
notices  forty-six,  amongst  which  were  a  very  beautiful  copy 
of  Terence,  the  Dialogues  of  Gregorius  Sind  Sermons  of  Aelfric, 
both  in  Saxon,  and  a  book  probably  unknown  in  any  other 
English  cathedral  or  monastic  library,  Dante  translated  into 
Latin  verse. 

There  are  some  manuscripts  in  the  library,  but  they 
were  not  in  the  old  library  and  are  comparatively  recent 
;gifts,  one  of  them,  a  fragment  of  twenty-two  leaves  of  the 
Rules  of  St  Benedict,  folio  in  vellum,  is  in  Anglo-Saxon  and 
Latin,  and  is  of  the  tenth  century ;  another  is  a  copy  of  Isi- 
dore's work  on  Etymologies  given  by  Leofric,  first  Bishop  of 
Exeter,  to  his  church,  and  Canon  Church  says  that  leaves 
of  antiphonaries  and  liturgical  fragments  are  found  in  the 
binding  of  account  books,  and  from  the  padding  to  the 
boards  of  later  printed  books.  The  fragment  of  an  ex- 
tremely rare  tract  by  Bishop  Alcock,  "  An  exhortacyon,"  etc., 
printed  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  of  which  no  copy  exists  in 
the  British  Museum,  was  found  by  Mr.  Weale  in  the  binding 
-of  a  book  printed  by  Henry  Stephens. 

The  only  service  now  remaining  in  the  library  is  a  Sarum 
Processionale  of  the  date  1544.  This  copy  has  one  folio 
wanting,  otherwise  it  is  a  very  beautiful  book  and  very  rare. 

There  is  a  Duns  Scotus  printed  at  Nuremberg,  1483,  by 
Anton  Koberger;  Pliny* s  Natural  History  at  Venice,  by  Jenson 
in  1472  (this  book  belonged  to  Dean  Gunthorp  [1472-95] 
and  bears  his  name,  one  of  the  nine  books  of  his  extant) ; 
Aristotle  and  Theophrastus  in  five  volumes,  by  Aldus  Manu- 
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cius  at  Venice  between  1485  and  1498.  It  bears  the  auto- 
graph of  Erasmus  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  each  volume, 
and  on  the  margin  of  certain  pages  are  Greek  words  and 
annotations  on  the  text,  probably  by  Erasmus.  This  book 
was  given  by  Dr.  Turner,  the  learned  herbalist,  and  Dean, 
1550-68. 

A  copy  of  the  Theologia  of  John  of  Damascus,  Paris, 
1512,  bears  the  supposed  autograph  of  Thomas  Cranmer,  and 
contains  annotations  in  red  ink  on  the  first  pages. 

A  copy  of  a  treatise,  **  de  arte  supputandi,"  by  Bishop 
Cuthbert  Tunstall,  is  one  of  the  few  books  in  the  binding  of 
John  Reynes,  binder  to  Henry  VIII. 

A  Hebrew  manuscript  of  the  books  is  described  by  Dr. 
Kennicott  in  the  Generalis  Dissertatio  to  his  Hebrew  Bible, 
Oxford,  1776,  and  from  an  entry  in  the  library  appears  to 
have  been  borrowed  for  eleven  years  by  him  when  collating 
manuscripts  for  the  text  of  this  work. 

About  forty-five  years  ago  the  Rev.  C.  St.  B.  Sydenham 
gave  three  manuscripts  of  much  value : — 

(i)  A  copy  of  the  Biblia  Vulgata,  dated  1320,  with  rubri- 
cated initials  and  ornamental  devices  but  somewhat  defec- 
tive :  two  fragments  are  bound  in. 

(2)  A  Psalter  in  large  folio,  dated  1514,  in  good  condition 
and  perfect.  The  title-page  and  initial  letters  are  prettily 
illuminated ;  there  is  an  interlinear  commentary,  and  a  prayer 
after  each  Psalm.  The  Canticles  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ments, the  Creeds,  and  "  Quicunque  vult "  follow  the  Psalms. 

(3)  A  Latin  translation  of  the  Homilies  of  St.  Chrysostom 
on  St.  Matthew,  chaps,  i.  to  xxv.,  by  the  same  hand,  dated  1514, 
in  very  large  folio  and  much  injured. 

These  books  appear  to  have  originally  belonged  to  the 
Cistercian  Abbey  of  Hayles  in  Glos. 

Canon  Church  says :  "  The  library  is  small ;  there  are  not 
more  than  4,500  books ;  there  are  not  many  modem  books ; 
it  has  no  endowment  '*. 

It  is  a  beautiful  and  interesting  room  and  collection,  and 
we  should  be  grateful  to  those  who  have  expended  much  labour 
of  love  on  its  care  and  preservation — and  of  such  men  none  is 
more  worthy  than  Canon  Church :  without  the  aid  of  his 
researches  I  should  have  had  but  little  to  say. 
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54.   Neesham  (E.  W.). — Accession  methods. 
Savage  (E.  A.). — The  New  Hampstead  catalogue. 
How  I  "went  in"  for  Bibliography,  by  M  952.1. 

54.  The  writer  thinks  that  more  uniformity  in  accession  methods 
is  advisable.  He  recommends  having  a  stock-book  giving  full  informa- 
tion about  a  book  and  its  manner  of  acquisition,  together  with  its  stock 
and  accession  numbers.  The  donation-book  may  be  dispensed  with, 
and  new  books  should  be  entered  in  the  order  of  the  invoice  accom- 
panying them  so  as  to  give  an  exact  copy  of  it.  An  accession-book 
should  be  provided  for  both  lending  and  reference  departments,  and  in  it 
along  with  other  particulars  should  be  entered  the  stock  number  so  that 
reference  from  one  to  the  other  is  easy.  On  the  back  of  the  title-page 
of  the  book  itself  should  be  stamped  the  various  processes  through 
which  the  book  goes,  each  being  initialled  by  the  assistant  responsible. 
A  withdrawals-book  also  is  necessary.  When  a  book  is  replaced  the 
new  copy  has  the  next  available  stock  number,  but  the  same  accession 
number  serves,  with  a  note  in  the  remarks  column  giving  the  new  stock 
number. 

Library  Assistant  (July). 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  Library  Assistants'  Association. 
Powell  (W.). — Librarianship  in  the  future.    [For  a  report  of  these 
see  L.A.R.,  July,  pp.  355-59-] 
Museums  Journal  (June). 

Martin  (R.  F.). — Some  notes  on  a  recent  trip  to  Greece  and  the 

Greek  Islands  (illustrated). 
National  art  patriotism. 
New  natural  history  museum  for  Salford, 

American. 

Library  Journal  (June). 

55.  Hicks  (F.  C). — The  Library  of  Congress  classification  and  its 

printed  catalog  cards. 
Ambrose  (L.). — The  use  of  printed  cards  in  the  North-Western 

University  Library. 
Further  comparisons  of  use  of  the  printed  catalog  cards  of  the 

Library  of  Congress. 

56.  Bishops  (W.  W.). — Further  notes  on  the  number  of  catalog 
cards  to  a  book. 

55.  The  U.S.  Naval  War  College  decided  to  use  the  L.C.  cards 
when  recataloguing  their  collection  of  10,000  vols.  It  was  also  decided 
when  moving  to  a  new  building  that  the  books  should  be  reclassified 
according  to  the  notation  marks  printed  on  the  cards.  The  objections 
to  adopting  the  scheme  were  that  (i)  the  complete  classification  is  not 
yet  in  print ;  (2)  some  of  the  earlier  cards  were  issued  without  class 
marks ;  (3)  no  printed  index.  It  was  considered  that  the  advantages  of 
economy  in  time,  money  and  skilled  assistance  outweighed  any  present 
disadvantages,  and  the  result  has  given  satisfaction.  This  is  the  first 
library  to  have  adopted  both  the  L.C.  cards  for  its  catalogue  and  its 
system  of  classification. 
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56.  W.  W.  Bishops,  of  Princeton  University  Library,  makes  calcula- 
tions which  show  that  the  average  number  of  cards  for  each  book  is 
just  over  three.  With  reference  to  this  result  he  draws  attention  to 
the  relations  of  the  growth  of  the  card  catalogue  to  the  growth  of  the 
library.  Including  guides  each  standard  tray  holds  about  800  cards, 
that  is  about  260  different  titles.  For  each  1,000  titles  added  to  the 
library  there  would  be  necessary  3*84  trays ;  1,000  titles  would  correspond 
to  about  1,200  vols.  Architects  must  in  future  take  into  consideration 
the  provision  of  adequate  space  and  lighting  for  card  cabinets. 

Public  Libraries  (June). 

57.  Dana  (J.  C). — Notes  on  bookbinding  for  libraries. 
Adams  (R.  VV.). — Binding,  historic  and  artistic. 

58.  Bliss  (H.  E.). — Better  bookbinding  for  libraries. 
Cold  WELL  (M.  R.). — Preparing  for  the  binder. 

Dickinson  (A.  D.). — Proposal  for  a  national  library  for  the  blind. 

57.  The  writer  says  that  more  figures  are  wanted  for  the  comparison 
of  the  wearing  powers  of  various  kinds  of  binding.  The  test  of  a  bind- 
ing lies  in  the  ratio  of  cost  to  the  number  of  times  the  book  is  issued 
for  home  reading.  Great  advantages  may  be  obtained  from  having  a 
book  bound  strongly  and  flexibly  from  the  sheets.  It  is  from  the  first 
more  convenient  to  handle  and  pleasanter  to  read,  and  usually  looks 
better  throughout  all  its  one  lon^  life  than  do,  on  the  average,  those 
books  which  once  or  twice  in  their  histories  get  into  a  broken-backed, 
loose-leaved  condition.  Furthermore,  a  book  is  most  wanted  in  a  library 
when  it  is  new ;  if  sent  out  to  be  rebound  after  it  has  been  lent  thirty- 
two  times  it  is  out  of  use  just  when  it  is  most  in  demand ;  and  the 
library  loses  in  effectiveness  much  more  than  the  mere  cost  of  the  two 
kinds  of  binding  would  indicate.  Ease  of  opening  is  an  essential  in 
rebinding.  Different  books  require  different  bindmgs  in  accordance 
with  their  nature  and  the  treatment  they  are  to  receive. 

58.  H.  E.  Bliss  cicals  with  the  question  under  several  heads,  (i) 
Paper.  In  some  cases  good  but  in  many  cases  'Moaded"  heavily  and 
consequently  stiff  and  brittle.  This  paper  is  too  poor  to  hold  the 
stitches  when  any  strain  is  put  upon  it.  The  American  publishers  seem 
to  be  sympathetic  towards  the  idea  of  printing  off  special  "  library " 
editions  on  good  paper.  (2)  Imperfect  sewing.  Sewing  "two  sheets 
on  "  should  be  avoided,  especially  where  the  paper  is  not  good.  Orders 
should  be  given  to  sew  "  all  along  ".  (3)  Flexibility.  If  too  inflexible 
the  back  will  be  broken  and  one  or  more  sections  forced  out.  Other 
causes  of  stiffness  are  excessive  thickness  of  lining  up  papers  and  over- 
cast sewing  or  "whip-stitching".  (4)  Attachment.  Tight  backs  are 
stronger  than  hollow  backs.  Tight  backs  with  ordinary  sewing  and  a 
sewn-in  hinge  are  also  good.  Many  bindings  come  to  pieces  owing  to 
the  frayed  cords  being  chafed  through  at  the  joint  when  the  paper 
hinge  has  parted.     Tapes  are  stronger  and  less  likely  to  chafe  through. 

Medical  Library  and  Historical  Journal  (July,  1905). 

59.  Dock  (G.). — The  medical  library  of  the  University  of  Michigan. 
WoLFSTEiN  (D.  I.). — Value  of  a  medical  library  to  a  community, 

and  other  articles. 

Medical  Library  and  Historical  Journal  (March,  1906). 

6a  Fisher  (C.  P.). — Some  points  in  the  interior  arrangement  and 

construction  of  a  building  for  a  special  library,  and   other 

articles. 

59.  The  first  recorded  appropriation  for  the  medical  library  of  the 

University  of  Michigan  was  made  in   1854.     A  special  librarian  was 

appointed  in  1857  when  the  books  were  first  properly  shelved,  and  a 

27 


380  The  Library  Association  Record. 

catalogue  was  begun  in  1865.  Up  to  1892  the  appropriation  was 
divided  into  various  departments,  but  from  that  date  the  fund  was 
managed  by  a  committee  of  three  who  concentrated  their  efforts  on 
getting  complete  files  of  the  most  important  periodicals.  At  present 
(Jan.,  1905)  the  library  contains  13,455  bound  volumes,  including  many 
bound  volumes  of  pamphlets,  310  unbound  pamphlets,  many  charts,  maps, 
photographs  and  much  miscellaneous  material;  226  medical  periodi- 
cals are  regularly  received  and  bound  as  the  volumes  are  completed  ; 
including  journals  no  longer  issued  and  transactions,  there  are  195 
complete  series.  The  University  has  its  own  bindery  in  the  basement 
of  the  building.  The  library  is  open  from  8  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  on  week- 
days and  is  accessible  to  all  persons  concerned  in  teaching  or  in 
special  work.  The  books  are  in  fire-proof  stacks,  arranged  according 
to  the  Dewey  Decimal  system. 

60.  The  writer  considers  several  important  questions  with  regard 
to  the  construction  of  library  buildings.  His  ideal  is  a  building  100  ft. 
X  100  ft.,  consisting  of  a  basement  and  three  stories.  The  basement 
should  have  a  space  reserved  for  a  receiving-room,  with  a  eraded  outlet 
to  the  street  level,  and  a  storage-room  for  duplicates.  The  first  floor 
should  be  assigned  to'the  offices,  committee  and  meeting-rooms,  etc., 
of  the  society.  The  second  floor  could  contain  a  large  meeting-room, 
the  remainder  of  the  floor  space  being  devoted  to  one  or  more  reading- 
rooms,  catalogue-room  and  office  of  the  librarian.  There  should  be 
a  lift  from  the  receiving-room  to  the  catalogue-room.  The  third  floor 
might  be  devoted  to  a  banqueting-hall,  kitchen  and  such  living  rooma 
as  are  thought  necessary.  The  book-stacks  should  have  their  own 
building,  communicating  with  the  main  building  on  the  basement  and 
library  floors  by  short  vestibules  with  fire-proof  doors.  The  writer  is 
in  favour  of  having  all  shelves  of  a  uniform  width  of  10  ins.  so  as  to 
admit  to  the  classification  sequence  all  but  the  large  folios.  He  quotes 
several  opinions  from  other  librarians  which  mostly  favour  having 
some  shelves  of  a  depth  of  8  ins.  and  some  of  12  ins.  and  using  the 
latter  for  all  sizes  above  octavo. 

French. 

Bulletin  du  Bibliophile  ct  du  Bibliothecaire  (May). 
PiNVERT  (L.). — Recent  works  on  M6rim6e. 
Clouzot  (H.). — Antoine  Jacquard  and  the  engravers  of  Poitou  ir> 

the  seventeenth  century. 
P^LissiBR  (L.  G.). — Letters  of  various  French  writers  {continued). 

Dutch. 

Tijdschrift  voor  Bock-  en  Bihliothukwezcn  (May-June). 

Kleerkooper  (M.  M.).— The  Haarlem  and  the  Rotterdam  "Cour- 

ant "  in  English. 
Dela  Montagne  (V.  A.).— Dutch  books  printed  in  the  Walloon. 

provinces  and  in  foreign  countries  (second  list). 
Burger  (C.  P.),  Junr. — Jacobus  Hellendoorn  {port,), 
Verheyden  (P.). — Bindings  with   blind  stamps   in   the   Museum 

Plantin-Moretus  {illustrated^  (continued), 

Bohemian. 

Ceskd  OsvetUy  No.  10  (July). 

NovA.K  (A.). — Karel  Havllcek,  the  introducer  of  popular  education 

in  Bohemia. 
KoLATOR  (F.  v.). — Reorganisation  of  the  public  library  in  Brunn.. 
Libraries  in  France. 


REVIEWS. 

MANUAL  OF  DESCRIPTIVE  ANNOTATION  FOR  LIBRARY 
CATALOGUES.  By  Ernest  A.  Savage,  Chief  Librarian,  Wallasey 
Public  Libraries;  with  a  chapter  on  Evaluation  and  Historical  Note, 
by  Ernest  A.  Baker,  M.A.,  Chief  Librarian,  Woolwich  Public 
Libraries.  London  :  Library  Supply  Co.,  1906.  Crown  8vo,  pp. 
viii  +  155.     Index.    58.  net.     (America,  $1.30.) 

We  are  delighted  with  Mr.  Savage's  book  ;  indeed,  all  librarians  will 
heartily  welcome  it  as  a  very  useful  addition  to  the  librarian's  library. 
It  is  the  first  book  we  have  seen  on  the  subject  of  annotation — it  is 
perhaps  safe  to  assume  it  is  the  first  one  published,  certainly  in  this 
country— and  the  fact  that  it  fills  a  gap  in  the  literature  of  library 
economy  emphasises  in  an  unmistakable  way  the  development  of  a 
principle  of  library  work  that  is  modern,  at  any  rate  new,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  application,  viz,,  assistance  and  guidance  to  readers  in 
the  selection  of  books. 

The  book  is  divided  into  two  parts.  Part  I.  gives  a  series  of  defini- 
tions (purely  arbitrary,  the  author  stiates),  and  deals  with  the  annotation 
of  the  literature  of  knowledge,  the  literature  of  power,  juvenile  literature 
and  relative  description.  The  treatment  is  in  each  case  full  and  com- 
plete, and  the  author  has  been  at  great  pains  not  to  neglect  any  point 
that  is  helpful  in  the  description  of  books.  In  the  same  part  are  two 
chapters  on  methods  of  practical  work,  which  are  excellent.  We  should 
like  to  have  seen  an  addition  to  this  part  of  the  book  in  the  shape  of  a 
series  of  book  annotation  slips,  similar  to  the  one  mentioned  as  being 
in  use  at  Finsbury,  a  copy  of  which  is  given.  It  would  not  have  been 
a  difficult  task  with  the  help  of  the  chapter  (ix.,  Part  II.)  on  *^  Rules 
Specially  Applicable  to  the  Several  Classes  of  Literature  ".  Of  course 
it  is  obvious  that  fiction  offers  facilities  that  are  not  offered  by  non- 
fiction  for  annotation  by  readers,  but  there  is  little  danger  in  an  ex- 
tension of  the  Finsbury  system  to  other  departments  of  literature. 
Part  II.  of  the  book  provides  a  code  of  "Rules  for  the  Descriptive 
Annotation  of  Books,"  a  valuable  piece  of  constructive  work  (made 
specially  helpful  by  the  splendid  examples  of  annotation  given  to  illus- 
trate the  rules),  which  in  the  arrangement  and  method  of  treatment 
reminds  us  of  Mr.  Cutter's  RuUs  for  a  Dictionary  Catalogue.  The 
specimen  annotations  referred  to  above  indicate  the  growth  and 
capacity  of  the  art,  and  most  librarians  will  be  appalled  at  the  extent 
of  the  work  that  is  before  them  if  they  are  to  make  their  libraries  as 
useful  as  they  can  be  made.  Particularly  do  we  think  of  this  when 
reading  the  chapters  on  "Relative  Description"  and  the  "Relation- 
Note,"  which  give  one  a  glimpse  of  the  great  field  that  lies  at  the  end 
of  all  our  efforts,  a  field  that  must  be  entered.  That  apart,  we 
cannot  think  that  Mr.  Savage's  view  of  annotation  is  final.    With 
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some  of  the  author's  principles  many  librarians  will  disagree.  Mr. 
Savage  strongly  disapproves  of  more  than  description.  The  American 
Library  School  rule  which  says  the  book-note  should  sometimes  be 
critical  seems  to  be  more  logical.  Mr.  Savage  believes  that  criticism 
is  no  part  of  annotation,  and  yet  he  recognises  the  need  for  a  relation- 
note — "that  part  of  annotation  designed  to  show  the  relation  of  a 
book  to  other  books  upon  the  same  subject ''.  It  will  be  difficult  for 
Mr.  Savage  to  prevent  a  relation-note  being  critical  at  times.  The 
chapter  contributed  by  Mr.  Baker  on  "Evaluation  or  Characterisa- 
tion" presents  in  a  forcible,  well-reasoned  manner  the  arguments  in 
favour  of  the  principle  which  Mr.  Baker  has  strenuously  advocated  in 
this  country,  and  which  we  think  will  grow  in  popularity.  Apart 
from  that  one  principle  all  librarians  will  agree  with  Mr.  Savage  that 
criticism  is  a  highly  dangerous  game  for  librarians  to  play,  and  should 
not  be  attempted  without  the  help  of  experts.  Mr.  Baker  himself  de- 
scribes it  as  "a  very  risky  thing". 

We  should  like  to  express  our  thanks  to  Mr.  Savage  for  this  book. 
He  has  placed  his  colleagues  under  a  great  obligation  to  him.  He  has 
written  an  extremely  able  book  that  marks  an  important  stage  in  public 
library  growth,  and  he  has  brought  nearer  the  day  when  the  ample 
page  of  knowledge  will  be  unrolled  in  truth  to  the  people  who  use  our 
public  libraries. 

E.  McK. 

LIBRARY  WORK :  a  bibliography  and  digest  of  current  library  litera- 
ture. Vol.  i.,  No.  I,  April,  1906.  No.  2,  June,  1906.  8vo.  Minne- 
apolis: H.  W.  Wilson  Co. 

This  new  periodical  consists  of  titles  of  important  articles  in  library 
journals  printed  in  English,  also  of  articles  of  interest  to  librarians  in 
other  periodicals  and  in  library  bulletins,  arranged  under  subject  head- 
ings. Books  and  pamphlets  on  library  science  will  be  noted,  and  the 
numbers  as  issued  will  include  notes  on  library  progress  and  items  of 
interest  to  librarians.  Thus  No.  2  contains  a  contribution  toward  a 
bibliography  of  J.  McNeill  Whistler.  Current  numbers  sent  free  to 
librarians  on  request,  back  numbers  25  cents  per  copy. 

R.  P. 

MUIR  (Thomas).  Library  aids  to  mathematical  research.  (Reprint.) 
Edinburgh,  1906.    8vo,  pp.  51-64. 

The  relation  of  the  public  and  professional  library  to  the  wants  of 
the  advanced  student  is  one  which  is  gradually  forcing  itself  to  the 
front  "  No  country,"  says  Mr.  Muir,  **  can  afford  to  neglect  the  wants  of 
the  working  specialist ;  .  .  .  he  it  is  who  is  the  original  source  of  supply 
for  all  readers,  and  it  is  therefore  his  output  which  ought  to  be  of  the 
deepest  concern."  After  a  brief  summary  of  bibliographical  aids  to  the 
literature  of  mathematics  published  during  the  last  fifty  years,  the 
writer  takes  stock  of  the  position  of  the  Edinburgh  Libraries  to  the 
mathematical  student  who  has  prepared  his  list  of  references  from  the 
current  bibliographies  and  is  desirous  to  proceed  to  an  inspection  of 
his  authorities.  What  is  the  position  ?  That  out  of  sixty-seven 
serials  devoted  to  mathematics,  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh  possess  about 
one  half;  but  of  these,  twenty-one  are  duplicated,  i.^.,  are  available  in 
both  cities,  while  in  Edinburgh  alone  thirteen  serials  are  duplicated  in 
libraries  within  easy  reach  of  one  another.  The  remedy  suggested  is 
co-ordination  in  selection  between  existing  libraries.  The  writer  con- 
cludes that  in  Scotland  mathematical  research  can  only  be  prosecuted 
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with  difficulty,  but  that  research  in  mathematical  history  is  practically 
an  impossibility.  Elsewhere  he  suggests  that  what  is  true  of  mathe- 
matics is  equally  true  of  other  scientific  subjects — a  conclusion  from 
which  the  advanced  student  in  London  is  little  likely  to  dissent. 

U.S.  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS.  List  of  works  on  the  tariffs  of 
foreign  countries.    Washington,  1906.    4to.    42  pp. 

List  of  cartularies  (principally  French),  etc.     Washington,  1905. 

4to.    30  pp. 

List  of  works  relating  to  government  regulation  of  insurance. 

United  States  and  Foreign  Countries.    Washington,  1906.    4to. 
46  pp. 

The  above  are  all  provisional  lists,  which  will  be  eventually  super- 
seded by  fuller  bibliographical  treatment.  For  the  investigation,  how- 
ever, of  current  political  and  social  questions,  the  ordinary  politician 
requires  promptness  rather  than  completeness  of  publication.  A  guide 
to  the  latest  authorities  on  his  subject  is  all  that  he  has  time  to  master. 
In  this  respect  these  lists  are  to  be  commended,  as  they  include  a 
careful  analysis  of  the  leading  transactions  and  professional  journals, 
which  indicate  the  trend  of  opinion  far  more  accurately  than  the  text- 
books. 

BOWKER  (Richard  Rogers).  State  publications.  A  provisional  list 
of  the  official  publications  of  the  several  States  of  the  United  States 
from  their  organisation.  Part  3,  Western  States  and  Territories. 
New  York :  Office  of  Publishers*  Weekly,  1905.     4to,  pp.  287-605. 

Great  difficulty  and,  we  understand,  small  support  has  hitherto  at- 
tended the  publication  of  this  bibliography.  The  State  documents  are 
set  out  under  the  name  of  the  departments,  and  are  carefully  annotated 
as  to  variations  of  title  or  irregularities  in  the  issue  of  each  series.  A 
brief  note  as  to  the  histories  ot  the  State  is  also  prefixed.  No  historical 
collection  can  afford  to  dispense  with  this  work,  which  ought  to  be  in 
the  larger  public  libraries  and  the  professional  libraries  which  are 
interested  in  those  industries  specially  fostered  or  regulated  by  the 
State,  vix.j  agriculture,  forestry,  mining,  public  hygiene,  etc. 

THE  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  REGISTER.  Vol.  i.  Nos.  1-3.  1905-6. 
Williams  &  Norgate.  Sm.  Svo,  16  pp.  each.  Subscription,  2s.  2d. 
per  ann.,  post  free.     Quarterly. 

This  unassuming,  but  well-printed  sheet,  issued  from  the  Grafton 
Press,  Camden  Town,  has  two  objects,  viz,  (i)  to  serve  as  a  channel  of 
communication  between  bibliographical  students  on  points  of  histori- 
cal printing  and  bibliography ;  (2)  the  formation  of  a  repository  of 
hitherto  unprinted  documents  on  the  above  subjects.  The  above 
numbers  include  an  important  contribution  to  the  history  of  Irish 
typography  prior  to  1800  from  the  pen  of  the  late  H.  Bradshaw,  and 
a  letter  from  Baskerville  to  a  printer  in  Paris  explaining  the  reasons 
for  the  admitted  superiority  of  his  presswork. 

Other  contributions  by  Messrs.  R.  Steele,  H.  R.  Plomer,  R.  A. 
Peddie  and  others  are  of  considerable  interest  As  this  publication  is 
the  sole  representative  organ  in  England  of  the  study  of  bibliography, 
we  trust  that  librarians  will  give  it  their  support  by  becoming  subscribers 
and  contributors  to  its  pages. 
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PELLISSON  (Maurice).  Les  Biblioth^ques  Populaires  k  r£!tranger 
et  en  France.     Paris :  Impr.  Nationale,  1906.     8vo,  220  pp. 

This  Tolume  contains  an  excellent  summary  of  the  position  of  the 
public  libraries  of  the  United  States  and  on  the  Continent  at  the  present 
date.  M.  Pellisson  has  studied  his  sources  carefully  and  writes  in  a 
judicial  tone — hence  his  conclusions  are  always  to  be  received  with 
respect.  Perhaps  if  the  writer  had  had  before  him  the  latest  report  of 
the  Education  Committee  of  the  Library  Association  he  would  have 
been  enabled  to  speak  with  greater  assurance  as  to  the  future  prospects 
of  this  branch  of  the  work  of  the  Council.  The  appointment  of"  retired 
policemen,  election  agents  and  unsuccessful  tradesmen  '*  to  the  position 
of  librarian  will  soon  be  a  tradition  of  the  past  blunders  of  English  local 
administration.  But  the  credit  for  the  change  in  the  mode  of  electing 
librarians  will  be  due  to  those  who  have  supported  through  good  and 
bad  report  the  work  of  the  Education  Committee.  M.  Pellisson  ap- 
preciates at  its  true  value  the  importance  of  the  transfer  of  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Library  School  of  the  Association  to  the  London  School 
of  Economics,  "  un  6tablissement  dont  la  stability  est  assur6e  ".  After 
surveying  in  detail  the  features  of  the  public  library  system  in  the 
United  States,  England,  Germany,  Austro-Hungary,  Italy,  Belgium, 
Holland,  Scandinavia  and  France,  the  writer  draws  some  conclusions  of 
a  general  nature  as  to  measures  calculated  to  raise  the  position  of  the 
French  libraries  to  that  obtaining  in  the  United  States  and  this  country. 
He  states  that  suggestions  for  the  amendment  of  existing  legislation  lie 
outside  his  province.  The  reforms  he  advocates  can  be  effected  under 
the  existing  laws.  Libraries  must  be  regarded  as  the  continuation 
schools  for  the  people.  Greater  stress  must  be  laid  upon  their  social  and 
educational  side — less  upon  their  value  as  a  means  of  innocent  recrea- 
tion. The  selection  of  books  must  be  reformed.  Works  written  down 
to  the  level  of  the  people  are  just  the  works  which  the  people  refuse  to 
read.  They  want  works  written  for  a  wider  audience.  The  library  is 
intended  to  elevate  mankind  not  to  keep  it  contented  at  its  old  level. 
Amalgamation  of  libraries  is  recommended  in  special  cases  where  by 
concentration  a  better  class  of  literature  can  be  circulated  from  a  single 
centre.  Finally,  the  relations  between  the  libraries  and  the  schools 
must  be  drawn  closer.  We  wish  M.  Pellisson  all  success  in  his  propa- 
ganda, but  apart  from  any  results  which  this  work  may  bring  about, 
the  writer  has  succeeded  in  producing  a  volume  which  will  be  read  with 
pleasure  and  profit  by  many  English  librarians. 

SUBJECT  CLASSIFICATION.  With  tables,  indexes,  etc.,  for  the 
subdivision  of  subjects.  By  James  Duff  Brown.  London : 
Library  Supply  Co.,  1906,  423  pp.  [Introduction,  pp.  7-56 ;  Cate- 
gorical Tables  and  Index,  pp.  57-78 ;  Classification  Tables,  pp.  79- 
251 ;  Index,  pp.  252-423.]    Price  15s.  net. 

This  "greatly  extended  version  of  the  Adjustable  Classification, 
which  was  published  in  1898,"  is  an  admirable,  competent  work. 

By  using  24  letters  of  the  alphabet  in  the  first  instance,  an  initial 
power  of  division  into  24  parts  is  obtained.  Then  the  digits  of  numbers 
are  used  to  three  places.  Thus  a  power  of  division  into  24,000  parts  is 
obtained.  Next  comes  the  application— at  the  end  of  the  three  places 
of  digits  of  the  main  classification — the  application  of  digits  with  a 
point  prefixed,  not  more  than  three  in  number,  from  what  Mr.  Brown 
calls  Categorical  Tables.  The  word  "  categorical "  "  is  used  to  denote  a 
table  of  forms,  phases,  standpoints,  qualifications,  etc.,  which  apply  more 
or  less  to  every  subject  or  division  of  a  subject ''. 
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The  classification  is  not  at  all  a  decimal  classification.  The  memory 
is  aided  (a)  By  an  excellent  rational  arrangement  and  progression  of 
the  main  classes  indicated  by  the  24  letters  of  the  alphabet.  There 
are  not,  however,  24  main  classes^  though  the  library  is  initially  divided 
into  24  parts.     Mr.  Brown's  table  speaks  for  itself: — 

A.  Generalia =[  ] 

B.  C.  D.  Physical  Science      ....  =  Matter  and  Force. 
E.  F.  Biological  Science        .        .        .        .         ^ 

G.  H.  Ethnology  and  Medicine     .         .        .  j"  =  Life. 

I.  Economic  Biology j 

J.  K.  Philosophy  and  Religion       .         .         .  ^  ^\a'  a 

L.  Social  and  Political  Science      .        .        .         f-Mma. 
M.  Language  and  Literature         .         .        .  v 

N.  Literary  Forms '=  Record 

O.  P.  Q.  R.  S.  T.  U.  V.  W.  History,  Geography     -^^^cora. 
X.  Biography ' 

The  memory  is  further  aided  (6)  By  rational  sequence  and  sub- 
grouping  of  topics — take  K  Religion  as  an  excellent  illustration  of  this, 
(c)  By  occasional  resort  to  alphabetised  order  of  the  names  of  subjects 
in  cases  where  no  mnemonic  of  reason  is  lost  by  alphabetical  arrange- 
ment— take  K  950-972  as  an  example  of  this.  However,  this  little 
device  (c)  is  of  course  a  trifle  in  importance  compared  with  the  char- 
acteristics (a)  and  (6).  Again,  the  memory  is  aided  by  the  constant  re- 
petition of  employment  of  digits  in  the  Categorical  Tables.  You  have 
to  remember  when  reading  a  given  symbol  of  classification,  say  L  01 1 
P  600*1,  the  following  points :  The  letter  of  the  alphabet  means  the 
main  class,  as  L  =  Social  and  Political  Science.  The  three  following 
digits  indicate  a  place  near  the  beginning  of  that  class,  viz..  National 
Manners  and  Customs.  The  next  capital  letter  P  indicates  that  the 
Categorical  Tables  are  not  yet  called  into  use,  but  that  the  mark  of 
some  other  main  class  is  applied  to  limit  and  define  the  Manners  and 
Customs.  Of  course  this  is  almost  certain  to  be  a  national  mark,  and 
after  a  few  days'  use  of  the  classification,  P  will  be  recognised  as 
Oceania  and  Asia,  and  P  600  as  India,  without  trouble.  Then  comes  the 
decimal  point.  As  there  is  no  letter  of  the  alphabet,  this  must  be  a  sign 
of  the  beginning  of  digits  taken  from  the  Categorical  Tables.  The  digit 
I  means  Bibliography.  Our  mark  therefore  means:  Bibliography  of 
the  Manners  and  Customs ;  of  India.  To  the  writer  this  seems  a  nota- 
tion which  combines  simplicity  with  elasticity  and  widely  embracing 
power. 

The  classification  with  which  any  notation  is  used  can  never  be 
entirely  separated  from  the  notation,  in  criticism.  They  condition  each 
other.  As  said  above,  the  rationality  of  the  classification  enormously 
aids  the  user  of  the  notation.  The  classification  of  this  book  is  in  our 
opinion  an  excellent  one,  showing  great  industry  and  intelligence  in  the 
author,  probing  far  into  the  minute  subdivision  of  knowledge.  Every 
librarian,  no  matter  to  what  system  he  is  pledged,  will  find  it  of  the 
greatest  advantage  to  keep  Mr.  Brown's  work  beside  him  for  frequent 
consultation.  A  huge  quantity  of  that  miscellaneous  information  for 
which  the  librarian  not  seldom  on  an  emergency  delves  anxiously  in 
gazetteer,  or  dictionary,  or  elsewhere,  is  here  ready  for  use.  No  one 
who  is  committed  to  the  Dewey  classification  and  notation  need  in  our 
opinion  change  to  this  one,  and  (perhaps  through  prejudice  I)  the  Dewey 
classification  plus  the  Dewey  notation  seem  to  us  a  more  potent  instru- 
ment for  dealing  with  large  libraries,  but  the  Brown  classification  and 
the  Brown  notation  show  in  several  important  points  superiority  to 
Dewey.     Mr.  Brown  in  his  use  of  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  to  reinforce 
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the  numeral  digits  seems  to  us  to  have  hit  on  a  most  happy  mnemonic. 
These  letters  have  always  the  same  meaning.  In  the  most  complex 
symbol,  when  after  the  never-exceeded  three  numeral  digits,  your  A  or  B 
or  X  appears  with  its  little  comet  tail  of  three  digits,  you  easily  remem- 
ber what  the  unvarying  meaning  of  that  capital  letter  is.  But  it  was 
impossible  for  Mr.  Dewe3r's  greatest  ingenuity  to  avoid  certain  varia- 
tions in  the  powers  assigned  under  differing  circumstances  to  the  same 
digit  or  digit  combination.  Again,  to  us  it  seems  that  the  letter-of-the- 
alphabet  notation  of  Mr.  Cutter's  admirable  classification  is  not  at  all 
as  easy  to  remember  as  the  "  numeral "  notation  of  Dewey  and  Brown. 
But  what  a  splendid  advantage  over  Dewey  to  Brown  is  that  first 
division  into  twenty-four  parts,  not  ten! 

We  have  read  with  great  interest  and  profit  Mr.  Brown's  introduc- 
tion on  the  principles  of  classification  for  libraries,  and  on  their 
application  in  his  own  scheme.  Librarians  who  have  worked  with  any 
scheme  of  close  classification  will  be  glad  of  this  valuable  study  of 
general  and  special  difficulties,  problems,  cruxes.  The  chief  alterations 
which  we  should  have  ventured  to  suggest  to  Mr.  Brown  are  these : 
Generalia  should  not  have  included  Education,  Logic,  Mathematics, 
Geometry,  Graphic  and  Plastic  Arts.  Education  would  have  been 
placed  by  us  in  Class  L.  Social  and  Political  Scicnu,  Logic  should  have 
had  a  place  along  with  Mathematics  under  a  class  Absolute  or  Abstract 
Sciences^  and  this  would  have  preceded  the  B.  C.  D.  Physical  Science  of 
Mr.  Brown's  Table  of  Main  Classes.  Graphic  and  Plastic  Arts  would 
have  found  a  place,  near  Literature,  in  Record  (see  the  Table  of  Main 
Classes).  But  these  are  small  things  in  practical  library  arrangement, 
and  the  primary  grouping — the  sequence :  "  Matter,  Life,  Mind,  Record," 
seems  to  us  a  rational  mnemonic,  admirable  as  simple. 

It  is  inevitable  that  any  critic  should  in  many  points  in  the  im- 
mense compass  of  a  system  of  classification  differ  in  opinion  from  Mr. 
Brown  ;  but  when  a  short  review  of  a  capital  book  is  in  question,  to  dwell 
on  objections  is  wretched  waste  of  the  opportunity  to  speak  for  a  good 
thing.  Mr.  Brown  in  this  book  has  made  a  fine  contribution  to  that 
vitalising  and  intellectualising  of  the  librarian's  daily  round,  which 
distinguish  him,  qua  librarian,  from  the  horse  or  the  mule  which  have 
no  understanding. 

T.  W.  L. 
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Readers  are  desired  to  address  communications  for  the  Notes  and  News^ 
section  {Adoptions,  Benefactions,  New  Buildings,  Notes  on  Library  PracticCr 
Appointments,  Obituaries)  to  Mr.  Henry  Bond,  Whitcomb  House,  Whitcomb 
Strut,  Pall  Mall  East,  S.W. 

BENEFACTIONS. 

COLCHESTER.— A  gift  of  200  volumes  from  the  library  of  the 
late  Mr.  W.  Macandrew,  J.P.,  of  Little  Horkesley,  has  been  made  to  the 
Colchester  Public  Library.  The  gift  includes  the  Transactions  of  the 
Royal  Historical  Society,  Reports  of  the  British  Association,  English 
Dialect  Dictionary,  Watts'  Bibliotheca  Britannica,  and  other  useful 
works  of  reference. 

KENDAL. — Mr.  Carnegie  has  offered  to  the  Kendal  Town  Council 
;f  5,000  for  the  erection  of  a  new  building  for  the  Public  Library.  His 
conditions  are  that  the  annual  income  is  to  be  increased  by  subscription^ 
and  that  a  site  is  to  be  provided  without  cost  to  the  library  rate.  The 
Council  does  not  at  present  see  its  way  to  fulfil  the  conditions,  but  the 
matter  is  to  receive  further  careful  consideration. 

LISMORE. — Mr.  Carnegie  has  written  to  the  Lismore  Libraries 
Committee  offering  ;f  3,000  for  the  erection  of  four  libraries  for  the  rural 
district  of  Lismore.  The  offer,  with  the  usual  conditions,  has  been 
accepted.  It  is  proposed  to  allocate  ;£'2,400  for  the  erection  of  a  central 
library,  and  ;f  200  for  each  of  the  three  branch  libraries. 

LOUGHBOROUGH.— Mr.  Joseph  Griggs,  J.P.,  D.L.,  of  Wigwell 
Grange,  has  given  further  indication  of  his  interest  in  the  Loughborough 
Public  Library  by  presenting  ;f  100  for  the  purchase  of  further  books. 

NEWCASTLE.— For  the  erection  of  a  branch  public  library  for 
Benwell  and  Fenham,  Mr.  Carnegie  has  increased  his  gift  to  the  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne City  Council  from  ;£'4,ooo  to  ;f5,5oo. 

WORCESTER.— By  a  legacy  of  the  late  Miss  Louisa  Price,  the 
Victoria  Institute,  Worcester,  is  to  receive  a  gilt  of  about  ;f300.  By 
another  bequest  the  library  also  receives  1,000  additional  volumes. 

NEW  BUILDINGS  AND  EXTENSIONS. 

FULHAM.— On  the  nth  July  the  Mayor  of  Fulham,  Councillor 
W.  R.  Sayer,  officially  opened  the  new  Branch  Library  which  has  been 
erected  in  the  Lillie  Road,  Fulham.  The  building  has  cost  about 
;£'5,ooo,  defrayed  by  Mr.  Carnegie,  and  has  been  designed  by  the  Borough 
Surveyor. 

KING'S  NORTON  AND  NORTHFIELD.— The  opening  cere, 
mony  of  the  Stirchley  Public  Library  took  place  on  the  2nd  July,  and 
was  performed  by  Mr.  George  Cadbury.  Councillor  E.  A.  Ohvieri, 
Chairman  of  the  Libraries  Committee  of  the  King's  Norton  and  North- 
field  District  Council,  presided  at  the  ceremony. 
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LAMBETH.— On  the  9th  July  the  new  Public  Library  at  Hernc 
Hill,  Lambeth,  was  declared  open  by  Lady  Durning  Lawrence,  who 
gave  an  appropriate  address  on  the  occasion.  The  other  speakers 
included  Mr.  G.  S.  Bowles,  M.P.,  and  the  ceremony  was  presided  over 
by  Councillor  Thwaite,  the  Chairman  of  the  Libraries  Committee.  The 
building  has  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  ;f  12,500,  this  amount  having  been 
provided  by  Mr.  Carnegie. 

RAWTENSTALL.— The  Rawtenstall  Public  Library,  erected  at  a 
cost  of  ;f 6,000  provided  by  Mr.  Carnegie,  was  informally  opened  on  the 
30th  June  by  the  Mayor,  Mr.  H.  Coupe.  Mr.  Carnegie  has  promised  to 
visit  the  town  next  year  to  take  part  in  the  formal  opening,  when  he  will 
also  be  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  borough. 

SOUTHEND.— The  opening  of  the  Southend  Public  Library,  built 
with  the  Carnegie  gift  of  ;f8,ooo,  took  place  on  the  24th  July.  The 
building  was  declared  open  by  Sir  Horace  Brooks  Marshall,  J. P.,  D.L., 
who  delivered  an  excellent  and  appropriate  address.  The  ceremony 
was  presided  over  by  Councillor  Osborn,  the  Chairman  of  the  Library 
Committee,  and  the  principal  guests  were  afterwards  entertained  to 
luncheon  by  the  Mayor,  Alderman  J.  R.  Brightwell. 

WALSALL. — On  the  24th  July  the  formal  opening  of  the  new 
building  for  the  Walsall  Public  Library  took  place.  Alderman  Walter 
Hughes,  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee,  declared  the  library  open, 
and  the  Mayor,  Mr.  C.  C.  Walker,  presided  at  the  ceremony.  The 
building  has  been  erected  with  a  Carnegie  gift  of  ;f8,ooo. 

WATERLOO-WITH-SEAFORTH.— A  branch  library  has  been 
opened  at  Seaforth,  which  includes  a  lending  department  of  1,000 
volumes  and  a  reading-room.  The  building  of  the  new  Central  Library, 
for  which  Mr.  Carnegie  has  provided  ;f  7,000,  has  just  been  commenced. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

COSELEY:  Offer  Refused,— The  Coseley  District  Council  have 
several  times  considered  the  acceptance  or  otherwise  of  Mr.  Carneg^e*s 
offer  of  ^'3,500  for  the  erection  of  a  public  library,  and  have  again  de- 
cided against  the  acceptance  of  the  gift  by  ten  votes  to  four. 

ISLEWORTH  :  Strange  Conduct  of  the  Vicar.— The  Rev.  J.  H. 
Champion  McGill,  Vicar  of  Isleworth,  has  gained  for  himself  an  un- 
enviable reputation  by  wilfully  destroying  a  periodical  in  the  Isleworth 
Public  Library  which  contained  an  article  of  which  he  disapproved.  The 
Library  Committee  sent  a  letter  to  the  vicar  asking  for  an  apology, 
the  replacement  of  the  publication,  and  an  undertaking  not  to  offend 
again;  in  default  the  Committee  threatened  to  prosecute.  In  reply 
the  Vicar  only  stated  that  he  would  pay  twopence  for  the  publication 
if  ordered  to  do  so  by  the  magistrates.  We  are  sorry  to  find  that  the 
Council  did  not  support  the  action  of  their  Library  Committee  and 
proceed  to  prosecute.  Not  even  a  vicar  should  be  allowed  to  destroy 
public  property  without  having  to  appear  before  the  magistrates  to 
answer  for  his  conduct ;  moreover,  by  way  of  example  he  ought  to  be 
the  last  person  in  the  district  to  do  such  a  thing.  The  magazine  which 
he  destroyed  was  a  Unitarian  publication  entitled  The  Herald  of  the 
Cross, 

PATENT  OFFICE  LIBRARY:  Annual  Statistics,  —  From  the 
Twenty-third  Report  of  the  Comptroller  of  Patents  we  extract  the  follow- 
ing: The  number  of  readers  in  1905  was  137,171 — the  largest  number 
recorded  in  any  one  year.  The  number  of  volumes  added  in  1905  was 
4,665.  The  total  number  of  volumes,  inclusive  of  duplicates,  is  now 
estimated  at  103,370.  During  1905  the  shelving  of  the  second  gallery 
was  completed,  and  provision  made  for  seating  about  200  additional 
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readers.  The  following  figures  relating  to  the  library  series  of  guides 
and  subject  lists  may  be  of  interest.  Of  this  series  seventeen  numbers 
have  been  issued,  of  which  three  have  reached  a  second  edition.  Of 
9,000  copies  printed,  about  2,500  have  been  distributed  gratis,  an  equal 
number  sold,  and  the  remainder  represents  existing  stock. 

WOOLWICH:  Education  and  Salary  Scheme. — A  very  complete 
Education  Scheme  has  been  introduced  for  the  benefit  of  the  staff  at 
these  libraries.  On  2nd  May  the  Borough  Librarian,  Mr.  Ernest  A. 
Baker,  submitted  the  following  report  on  the  existing  Salary  Scheme  to 
the  Libraries  Committee :  "In  accordance  with  the  Committee's  instruc- 
tions, I  have  carefully  considered  the  details  of  the  Salary  Scheme,  so 
far  as  it  applies  to  the  library  staff,  and  the  suggestions  I  would  offer 
are  as  follows : — 

"  With  a  view  to  increasing  the  efficient  working  of  the  Libraries,  it 
seems  desirable  to  do  as  much  as  possible  to  foster  the  education  and 
the  technical  training  of  assistants.  The  Library  Association  holds 
classes  in  Librarianship,  and  grants  certificates,  at  an  annual  examina- 
tion, in  the  following  subjects— Literary  History,  Bibliography,  Classi- 
fication, Cataloguing,  Library  History  and  Organisation,  and  Practical 
Library  Administration. 

"  I  would  suggest  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  combine  the  Library 
Association  programme  with  the  system  of  promotion  set  forth  in  the 
Salary  Scheme;  Juniors  to  pass  in  one  subject  before  they  become 
eligible  for  promotion  to  the  next  grade  ;  Junior  Assistants  to  pass  in 
two  further  subjects  before  they  can  become  Seniors;  and  Senior 
Assistants  to  have  passed  in  all  six  subjects  before  they  can  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  highest  grade ;  the  Chief  Assistants  to  be  required  to 
obtain  the  Library  Association  Diploma  before  they  receive  their  first 
increment  of  salary. 

No.  of  Certificates  to  be 
Grade.  Salary.  obtained  in  each  grade. 

Juniors  ;f35  to  ;f55  ...    One  subject 

Junior  Assistants    ...       65  to    80  ...    Two  more  subjects 

Senior  Assistants  ...  90  to  112  los.  ...  Three  remaining  subjects 
Chief  Assistants      ...       120  to  150  ...    Full  Diploma 

"  Such  regulations  could  not  be  made  binding  at  once.  I  would, 
accordingly,  suggest  that  the  members  of  the  staff  should  be  requested 
to  bring  themselves  into  line  with  the  Scheme  as  early  as  possible ;  and 
that  they  be  encouraged  to  attend  the  classes  held  by  the  Library 
Association,  their  travelling  expenses  to  London  being  paid,  in  accord- 
ance with  a  previous  Minute  of  the  Committee. 

"  With  regard  to  the  question  of  increases  of  salary  at  the  present 
time,  I  suggest  that  the  increments  be  given  according  to  the  scale,  and 
any  further  increases  that  might  be  required  to  bring  the  salaries  into 
exact  correspondence  with  the  general  scheme  be  postponed  until  the 
results  are  known  of  the  examination  in  May,  1907. 

"  I  have  made  myself  acquainted  with  the  educational  attainments 
of  the  present  staff,  and  find  that  most  of  the  assistants  are  studying, 
an  a  more  or  less  irregular  way,  for  the  Libraiy  Association  Examina- 
tions. My  proposals  would  serve  to  systematise  and  encourage  these 
efforts,  and  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  staff  personally,  as  well  as 
for  the  good  of  the  Libraries.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  assistants  would 
find  no  great  difficulty  in  fulfilling  the  proposed  conditions  before  the 
question  of  promotion  arises,  and  that  the  two  Chief  Assistants  would 
probably  obtain  the  Library  Association  Diploma  in  the  course  of  two 
years  from  the  present  time." 
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Having  been  approved  by  the  Libraries  Committee,  this  report  was 
considered  by  the  Establishment  Committee  and  the  Borough  Council^ 
who  have  now  passed  the  following  resolution  :  — 

"That  the  members  of  the  Libraries  Staff  be  required  to  pass  the 
Examinations  of  the  Library  Association,  as  set  out  in  the 
foregoing  report  of  the  Borough  Librarian,  before  they  be 
eligible  for  promotion,  the   regulations  referred  to  in  such 
report  to  take  effect  at  once  so  far  as  regards  Junior  Assistants 
and  Juniors,  and  that  the  travelling  expenses  of  Assistants 
attending  the  Library  Association  classes  be  defrayed  by  the 
Council." 
It  was  felt  that  it  would  not  be  fair  to  put  any  compulsion  upon  the 
present  Senior  Officers,  who  will  however  give  the  scheme  their  sym- 
pathy and  co-operation. 

ADVANCED  HISTORICAL  TEACHING  FUND:  Fourth  Re- 
port. — The  Fourth  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Management  of  the 
Advanced  Historical  Teaching  Fund  has  reached  us,  and  it  is  quite  an 
interesting  pamphlet.  It  is  worthy  of  the  attention  of  librarians  in 
particular,  as  the  Committee  of  the  Fund  give  the  only  teaching  in 
England  in  advanced  Bibliography  and  Palaeography.  The  Hon. 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Fund,  Mr.  Henry  R.  Tedder,  will  be 
glad  to  send,  on  application,  a  copy  of  the  report  to  any  of  our  readers 
who  desire  one. 

PUBLISHERS  AND  LIBRARY  CATALOGUES:  Milan  Con- 
gress,— At  the  International  Congress  of  Publishers  at  Milan,  which 
took  place  in  June,  the  voting  of  the  preceding  sessions  at  Paris,  Brussels 
and  London,  on  the  subject  of  the  composition  of  library  catalogues 
was  confirmed.  The  decision  is  to  the  effect  that  it  is  necessary  for 
library  catalogues  to  be  composed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  satisfy  as 
much  as  possible  the  inquiries  of  those  interested,  and  that  the  system 
of  compilation  and  impression  be  as  uniform  as  possible  in  order  that 
they  may  easily  be  classified  and  preserved  in  columns  or  on  cards. 
The  Congress  delegated  to  the  Central*  Bureau  of  Berne  the  drawing 
up  of  international  regulations  for  the  compilation  of  library  catalogues. 
RATE  LIMITATION  AND  EDUCATION:  Discussion  on  the 
Education  Bill. — Clause  29  of  the  Education  Bill  provides  for  the  re- 
moval of  .the  twopence  in  the  pound  limit  which  the  Education  Act  of 
1902  imposes  on  County  Councils  in  the  matter  of  Secondary  Education. 
This  clause  was  discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  nth  July, 
and  by  391  votes  to  91  it  was  agreed  that  it  should  stand  as  part  of  the 
Bill.  In  opposing  this  limitation  arguments  were  used  by  Mr.  Birrell 
and  others  which  it  might  be  useful  to  refer  to  when  the  time  comes 
for  the  removal  of  the  library  rate  limit  to  be  discussed  in  the  House. 
We  have  great  hopes  that  that  time  is  now  not  far  distant — hopes  which 
are  kept  lively  by  our  keen  desire  to  see  the  general  efficiency  of  public 
libraries  greatly  increased. 

VILLAGE  LIBRARIES:  Annual  Conference  of  the  Yorkshire  Union, 
— The  members  of  the  Yorkshire  Union  of  Institutes  and  Yorkshire 
Village  Library,  which  is  really  a  survival  of  the  old  Mechanics*  Insti- 
tutes, held  their  sixty-ninth  Annual  Conference  at  Pateley  Bridge  on 
the  i8th  July.  An  address  on  "Village  Life  Here  and  Elsewhere  "  was 
delivered  by  Mr.  Norman  Rae,  a  paper  on  "  The  Development  of  Village 
Institutes  and  Libraries"  read  by  Mr.  Arthur  Tait,  various  addresses 
given,  and  the  usual  business  transacted. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Bolton  (George  Robert). — Mr.  G.  R.  Bolton,  Assistant,  Fulham 
Public  Libraries,  has  been  appointed  a  Senior  Assistant,  St.  Pancras 
Public  Libraries. 

Higgrs  (R.  W.).— Mr.  R.  W.  Higgs,  Assistant,  Stepney  Public 
Libraries,  has  been  appointed  Chief  Assistant,  Southend  Public 
Library. 

Moors  (B.  R.).— Mr.  B.  R.  Moors,  Assistant,  Central  Library,  Ports- 
mouth, has  been  appointed  Librarian-in-Charge  of  the  Branch  Library, 
Fratton  Road,  Portsmouth. 

Stephen  (George  Arthur). — Mr.  G.  A.  Stephen,  Senior  Assistant, 
Bishopsgate  Institute  Library,  has  been  appointed  a  Chief  Assistant, 
St.  Pancras  Public  Libraries. 

Toms  (H.  S.).— Mr.  H.  S.  Toms,  Assistant  Curator,  Brighton 
Museum,  has  been  appointed  Curator.  The  appointment  is  to  be  sub- 
ordinate to  the  general  control  of  the  Institution  by  the  Chief  Librarian 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Museums  and  Fine  Art  Galleries. 

[This  is  a  correction  of  an  appointment  in  our  last  issue,  in  which, 
as  the  result  of  an  accident  at  the  printers,  Mr.  Toms  was  incorrectly 
announced  as  an  Assistant  at  the  Hove  Public  Library.] 
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June  Meeting. 

The  Eighth  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Session  was  held  at  the 
London  School  of  Economics,  on  Monday,  i8th  June,  1906,  at  8  p.m. 

Thirty-five  members  were  present. 

The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  James  Duff  Brown,  and  the  ballot 
having  been  suspended  the  following  candidates,   approved   by  the 
Council,  were  elected  members  of  the  Association : — 
James  George  Tennant,  Librarian,  Free  Library,  Norwich. 
Ernest  W.  Neesham,  Librarian,  Public  Library,  Gainsborough. 
Miss  Lydia  M.  Bartlett,  Librarian,  Carnegie  Free  Library,  Great  Crosby. 
Grahamstown  Public  Library,  Cape  Colony. 

Mr.  W.  I.  WiLLCOCK,  Librarian,  Peterborough,  not  being  able  to 
be  present,  his  paper  entitled  "What  should  an  Annual  Report  of  a 
Public  Library  Contain  ? "  was  read  by  Mr.  Henry  Bond,  Borough 
Librarian,  St.  Pancras. 

The  Chairman  said  that  Mr.  Willcock  had  given  them  a  very  in- 
teresting topic  for  discussion.  They  were  all  more  or  less  familiar  with 
the  work  of  compiling  an  annual  report,  and  knew  that  the  information 
published  was  amassed,  not  for  the  exclusive  information  of  Committees 
or  the  public,  but  largely  for  the  purpose  of  impressing  other  librarians. 
Neither  the  public  nor  newspapers  nor  Committees  cared  for  statistics, 
and  the  only  reason  he  could  find  for  the  production  of  elaborate  tables 
of  reference  and  lending  issues  was  the  desire  in  the  official  mind  to 
make  a  big  show  with  an  imposing  array  of  tabular  matter.  Many 
reports  of  this  sort  were  circulated  all  over  the  country,  which  gave 
detailed  and  useless  information  concerning  the  work  of  every  petty 
branch  library  or  delivery  station,  but  gave  no  particulars  as  to  the  cost 
of  the  service.  This  matter  of  cost  was  the  most  important  point  in 
connection  with  the  work  of  libraries,  especially  to  outsiders,  and  it 
was  very  annoying  to  have  ambitious-looking  reports  sent  out  which 
were  devoid  of  financial  details.  He  called  upon  Mr.  Davis  (Wands- 
worth) to  open  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Cecil  T.  Davis  (Wandsworth)  quite  agreed  with  Mr.  Brown  as 
to  the  importance  of  the  financial  statement.  He  was  glad  to  see  that 
the  new  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  desires  that  the 
statements  of  account  sent  out  by  Corporations  be  issued  in  such  a  way 
that  any  one  might  easily  understand  them.  They  had  been  told  that 
the  printing  of  reports  would  cost  ;f  10 ;  in  many  cases  the  reports  were 
issued  as  a  part  of  the  general  report  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  cost 
then  would  be  borne  by  the  Corporation  and  not  by  the  library.  In 
his  case  the  librarian  was  not  called  upon  to  write  the  report;,  the 
Chairman  wrote  it  and  signed  it.     These  financial  statements,  he  con- 
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sidered,  were  of  great  use.  Details  of  the  numbers  of  volumes  issued 
were  all  very  well,  but  very  often  there  was  no  common  ground  on  which 
comparisons  could  be  based.  What  they  wanted  to  know  was  the  cost  of 
working,  which  was  often  helpful.  When  he  went  to  Wandsworth, 
nineteen  years  ago,  it  was  the  custom  to  issue  reports,  but  the  Com- 
missioners decided  that  these  annual  reports  were  not  worth  the  cost 
of  production,  and  from  1887  to  1901  no  reports  were  issued.  When 
the  Corporation  superseded  the  Commissioners  the  local  Committee  had 
to  send  a  report  to  the  Corporation  which  was  printed  in  its  annual 
report.  On  the  first  occasion  his  Committee  had  paid  for  100  extra 
copies  of  the  part  referring  to  the  libraries  in  the  parish  of  Wandsworth,, 
but  there  was  no  demand  for  them  and  many  were  still  on  his  shelves. 
He  proposed  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Willcock  for  his  very 
interesting  paper. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Snowsill  (Camberwell)  said  they  were  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  Mr.  Davis.  Their  libraries  were  dividedf  into  districts,  and  their 
return  was  included  in  that  of  the  Borough  Council,  and  he  did  not 
think  it  cost  them  anything.  He  thought  many  of  the  reports  were  not 
worth  the  paper  they  were  printed  on,  and  yet  many  librarians  sent 
them  all  over  the  country.  They  in  Camberwell  had  never  gone  to  that 
expense,  or  even  issued  a  report  apart  from  that  of  the  Borough  Council. 
He  had  thought  it  right  to  reduce  such  unnecessary  expense.  Reports 
were  of  little  value,  especially  where  there  was  no  financial  statement 
in  connection  with  them.  If  these  returns  were  as  useful  as  they  were 
supposed  to  be,  why  was  it  that  librarians  were  constantly  being  asked 
to  fill  up  papers  with  long  lists  of  questions  ?  Such  inquiries  would  not 
be  necessary  if  reports  were  really  complete  and  useful.  He  would 
like  to  know  how  some  of  these  statistics  were  prepared.  How  did 
they  get  at  the  figures  ?  Were  the  returns  accurate  as  to  the  number 
of  visitors  to  the  reading-rooms  ?  If  so,  they  must  have  a  large  number 
of  assistants,  or  very  little  to  do  at  some  libraries,  to  be  able  to  have  a 
half-hourly  count  in  the  reading-room.  The  preparation  of  accurate 
returns  occupied  a  large  amount  of  time,  which  in  many  libraries  could 
not  easily  be  spared.  It  would  also  be  interesting  to  know  what  became 
of  all  the  reports  they  received.  Were  they  put  in  the  reference 
library,  or  in  the  waste-paper  basket  ?  Unless  reports  were  thoroughly 
accurate  and  contained  useful  information  the  money  spent  on  them 
would  be  far  better  applied  in  adding  to  their  stock. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Baker,  M.A.  (Woolwich),  said  he  had  never  thought  it 
necessary  to  bring  out  an  annual  report  at  all,  although  he  had  pre- 
pared statistics  which  had  been  incorporated  in  other  returns.  He 
thought  the  ordinary  report  was  a  complete  waste  of  time  and  money, 
since  it  was  not  read  by  the  public  or  by  other  librarians.  Most  of 
these  reports  were  produced  for  the  purpose  of  dazzling  the  eyes  of 
other  librarians,  who,  on  the  contrary,  were  not  dazzled  because  they 
never  read  them.  On  the  other  hand,  he  believed  the  information 
might  be  given  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  decidedly  useful.  They  wanted 
co-operation.  Just  imagine  the  amount  of  money  spent  all  over  the 
country  in  these  reports,  much  of  which  could  be  saved.  The  reports 
were  of  no  use  unless  the  statistics  given  could  be  shown  in  some  sort 
of  comparison  with  other  libraries.  If  they  would  contemplate  the 
issue  of  a  library  year  book,  giving  these  comparisons,  it  seemed  ta 
him  it  would  be  invaluable.  It  appeared  that  they  were  going  to  have 
a  year  book  shortly,  from  some  unknown  publisher,  giving  a  return 
of  libraries  generally,  with  a  series  of  comparisons  carried  out  in  a 
very  elaborate  manner.  The  table  of  questions  was  somewhat  in- 
quisitorial, and  on  the  other  hand  he  thought  it  contained  some  omis- 
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sions.  It  was  not  an  ideal  system  of  questioning— for  instance  it  did 
not  ask  any  particulars  about  issues,  or  the  results  of  library  work. 
If  they  could  get,  for  instance,  statistics  of  the  issues  of  fiction  and  non- 
fiction,  and  have  them  set  out  comparatively,  that  would  be  of  great 
value  to  librarians.  In  the  personal  element — the  "Who's  Who's" — 
it  went  into  many  minute  points,  for  example,  the  names  of  the  stafiE^ 
with  particulars  of  their  careers.  This,  of  course,  would  satisfy  those 
people  who  were  always  anxious  to  see  their  names  in  print.  Still  the 
object  of  the  book  was  a  good  one,  and  he  was  glad  to  see  it  in  prepara- 
tion. It  would  be  still  better,  however,  for  the  Library  Association  to 
undertake  work  of  this  sort,  and  invite  library  authorities  to  contribute 
towards  the  cost,  which  would  be  a  mere  fraction  of  what  they  expend 
on  the  work  now.  If  it  were  done  in  an  official  manner,  for  a  very 
small  subscription  they  could  get  all  the  facts  of  vital  interest,  and  so 
save  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  compile  something  of  great  utility.  It 
was  surely  quite  a  feasible  scheme  for  the  Library  Association  to  take 
up,  and  one  with  practically  no  expense  involved.  He  felt  great 
pleasure  in  seconding  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Willcock  for  his  very 
interesting  paper,  to  which  he  had  listened  with  the  greatest  pleasure. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Berwick  Savers  (Croydon)  said  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
reading  every  library  report  that  came  his  way,  and  he  was  of  opinion 
that  he  learned  more  from  them  than  from  any  other  form  of  library 
literature.  The  one  characteristic  with  which  we  credited  Americans 
— apart  from  their  inordinate  love  of  truth— was  their  business  acumen. 
Why  then,  if  library  reports  were  so  uninteresting  and  unessential,  did 
the  American  libraries  almost  invariably  send  forth  voluminous  reports, 
well-illustrated,  and  being,  in  fact,  manuals  of  local  library  practice  for 
the  periods  they  covered  ?  He  believed  the  report  should  set  out  fiilly 
and  in  literary  form  the  methods  by  which  libraries  were  conducted, 
and  the  principles  which  governed  these  methods.  The  British  public 
was  woefully  ignorant  on  almost  every  phase  of  library  work,  and  an 
interesting  report,  if  carefully  distributed,  might  do  much  to  dispel  that 
ignorance.  His  ideal  report  was  that  of  the  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library 
of  Baltimore,  which  consisted  of  a  series  of  departmental  reports  written 
by  the  assistants  in  charge  of  the  departments,  and  edited  and  com- 
mented upon  by  the  chief  librarian.  He  would  point  out,  too,  that 
the  chief  librarian  was  not  a  lady.  This  report  gave  all  kinds  of 
invaluable  information :  details  of  the  cost  of  binding,  book-buying  dis- 
counts, remarks  on  library  training,  reference  work  and  work  with 
children.  It  had  been  remarked  that  the  average  librarian's  aim  in 
producing  a  report  was  to  make  his  brother  librarians  envious.  He 
held  it  was  a  perfectly  legitimate  aim  to  endeavour  to  exceed  the  work 
of  other  libraries  in  every  way.  It  was  only  by  this  healthy  competi- 
tion and  emulation  that  librarianship  could  go  forward.  He  would  sub- 
mit that  the  reason  why  the  balance  sheet  was  wanting  in  many  cases 
^was  because  this  part  of  the  report  was  most  open  to  criticism. 

Mr.  W.  L.  CoLTMAN  (Southall)  thought  that  library  reports  would 
be  issued  as  long  as  there  were  libraries.  He  thought  it  would  be  an 
advantage  if  the  reports  stated  for  what  period  the  books  were  issued, 
as  this  affected  greatly  both  the  annual  output  and  the  daily  average. 
W^hereasmany  works  had  to  be  renewed  in  libraries  which  only  allowed 
a  short  period  for  reading,  the  same  works  were  read  in  a  single  issue  in 
libraries  which  allowed  a  longer  period.  Therefore,  unless  the  time 
allowed  for  reading  were  noted  in  all  annual  reports,  no  true  comparison 
of  the  utility  of  various  libraries  could  be  made. 

Mr.  H.  V.  HopwooD  (Patent  Office  Library)  said  he  thought  the 
^character  of  annual  reports  must  differ  considerably  according  to  the 
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nature  of  the  libraries  from  which  they  were  issued.  As  regards  cost  of 
printing,  it  was  somewhat  unfair  to  compare  English  with  American 
reports.  In  the  United  States  every  public  body  issued  a  large  amount 
of  printed  matter  which  was  very  freely  distributed.  That  which  was 
normal  expense  in  America  would  be  regarded  as  extravagance  here. 
If  they  looked  at  the  publications  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  they  would  find  more  books  issued  in  a  week  than  were 
published  by  the  corresponding  English  department  in  twelve  months. 
Americans  distributed  facts  freely  as  a  matter  of  habit,  and  did  not 
grudge  the  expense.  He  thought  it  was  principally  information  re- 
specting internal  details  which  was  interesting  to  librarians.  He  liked 
reading  returns  wherein  the  whole  expense  was  analysed  ;  he  always 
looked,  for  instance,  to  see  how  many  books  they  bound  and  at  what 
cost.  As  Mr.  Baker  had  pointed  out,  if  they  could  get  information  of 
this  character  in  a  collected  form,  perhaps  in  an  improved  edition  of 
Greenwood,  it  would  be  of  great  advantage. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  said  that  in  some  respects  he  thought  Mr. 
Willcock  had  written  a  very  good  paper,  though  he  could  not  say  that 
he  had  dealt  with  the  points  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  more 
general  importance.     There  was  the  question,  for  example,  as  to  whether 
the  librarian  or  the  chairman  as  representing  the  Committee  should 
sign   these  reports.      In  England  they  had  two  methods  of  issuing 
annual  reports.      Either  the  report  was  a  personal  document  of  the 
librarian,  or  it  was  the  document — officially  at  any  rate — of  the  Com- 
mittee.    In  America,  as  probably  they  all  knew,  it  was  a  common 
practice  to  issue  both  a  chairman's  report  and  a  librarian's  report, 
with  often  either  full  departmental  reports  or  excerpts  from  them  made 
by  the  librarian.      Of  the  two  methods  in  vogue  in  England  he  pre- 
ferred the  report  signed  by  the  chairman  and  issued  in  the  name  of  the 
Committee.     He  thought  it  better  both  for  the  librarian  and  for  the 
general  public.     It  had  more  authority  and  more  weight  going  out  from 
the  head  of  a  body  which  was  responsible  through  the  Council  to  the 
ratepayers.     There  were,  however,  decided  advantages  in  the  American 
plan  of  a  double-barrelled  report.     There  might  be  occasions  when  a 
librarian  wished  to  make  a  personal   statement,  one  to  which  the 
Committee  as  a  Committee  would  not  subscribe,  not  because  they  were 
.necessarily  antagonistic  but  perhaps  because  they  had  not  formulated 
an  opinion  on  it,  but  which  they  would  not  object  to  if  it  were  merely 
the  personal  statement  of  an  official.    That  was  a  case  perhaps  which 
would  not  often  present  itself,  but  when  it  did  it  would  be  about  an 
important  matter.     In  annual  reports  of  American  libraries  it  was  not 
a  very  unusual  thing  to  find  the  librarian  commenting  on  the  salaries 
paid  to  the  sta£f  as  not  enough — he  didn't  remember  an  instance  where 
it  was  complained  that  they  were  too  much — but  imagine  that  sort  of 
thing  in  an  English  report.     On  the  general  issue  of  a  brief  or  a  full 
report  he  was  strongly  in  favour  of  as  full  a  report  as  there  was  time 
to  prepare  and  money  enough  to  print.     It  was  a  document  in  which 
the  library  ought  to  spread  itself.     It  was  its  annual  trumpet-blowing, 
and  within  limits  he  did  not  think  they  could  blow  too  loudly.     He 
agreed  with  .\1r.   Sayers  that  the  fact   that  the  American   librarians 
issued  big  rei^^rts  went  to  prove  that  they  must  be  of  use.     These 
reports  gave  a  lot  of  information  regarding  the  administrative  work  of 
libraries,  what  other  men  were  doing  and  what  they  were  not  doing, 
and  if  they  studied  that  sort  of  thing,  then  he  believed  they  were  ad- 
vancing their  libraries  and  doing  good  work.    To  his  mind  the  reports 
were  useful  in  two  ways.     First  for  local  consumption  and  then  to 
librarians.      He   had   learnt  a  good  deal  from  these  annual  reports, 

a8 


396  The  Library  Association  Record. 

and  felt  that  he  ought  to*  make  some  sort  of  return  for  the  information 
he  gained  from  other  reports.  He  found  it  extremely  interesting  to 
read  what  other  librarians  were  doing ;  some  of  his  colleagues  ap- 
parently didn't  need  that  sort  of  stimulus.  Of  course,  when  he  spoke 
of  full  reports,  he  meant  full  of  matter,  not  of  an  infinite  deal  of  nothing. 
This  was  one  of  those  directions  in  which  municipalities  might  do  a 
great  deal  more  in  this  country.  Much  of  the  adverse  criticism  of 
municipal  bodies  was  due  to  the  lack  of  information  as  to  their  doings, 
and  for  this  the  municipalities  themselves  were  responsible.  Their 
reports  were  not  intended  for  the  general  public.  They  were  usually 
badly  written,  badly  printed,  and  generally  forbidding.  The  go-ahead 
municipality  in  the  future  would,  he  thought,  issue  one  general  report 
of  municipid  progress  during  the  year,  lucidly  written  and  attractively 
presented,  and  in  that  case  the  library  would  find  its  place  there  in  a 
well-illustrated  and  well-got-up  report.  An  immense  effect  would  be 
created  by  such  documents,  and  uninformed  and  interested  antagonistic 
criticism  largely  put  out  of  court.  He  thought  the  Library  Association 
ought  to  get  librarians  to  agree  upon  some  uniform  plan  such  as  Mr. 
Baker  had  suggested,  such  as  sending  certain  facts  that  they  could  all 
fill  in  in  one  form  which  could  be  issued  by  the  Library  Association. 
But  this  would  not  render  it  any  the  less  desirable  that  Libraries  should 
go  on  publishing  their  own  reports  in  their  own  way.  If  Mr.  Baker 
would  move  a  resolution  on  the  subject  on  the  lines  of  his  suggestion 
he  would  be  glad  to  second  it. 

The  Chairman  called  upon  Mr.  Bond  to  reply  for  Mr.  Willcock. 
Mr.  Henry  Bond  (St.  Pancras)  said  he  did  not  feel  in  a  position 
to  reply  for  Mr.  Willcock,  although  for  the  most  part  he  was  in  accord 
with  Mr.  Willcock's  opinions.  He  thought  the  writer  of  the  paper 
had  suggested  the  happy  medium  in  the  matter  of  reports,  at  all 
events  for  libraries  with  small  incomes.  He  thought  it  an  excellent 
method  to  give  the  statistical  information  in  narrative  form.  Of  the 
libraries  with  which  he  had  been  most  closely  associated,  only  one 
out  of  four  had  issued  a  separate  annual  report,  and  that  very  much 
on  the  lines  Mr.  Willcock  suggested.  He  mentioned  this  to  show 
that  the  report  was  not  so  hardy  an  annual  as  some  supposed.  Where 
there  was  a  good  chairman  he  thought  that  it  was  best  for  him  both 
to  write  and  sign  the  narrative  report,  though  of  course  the  librarian 
would  supply  the  necessary  statistical  material.  He  hoped  that  the 
time  would  soon  arrive  when  reports  would  be  free  from  obviously 
inaccurate  figures.  Some  of  them  still  contained  an  impossible  number 
of  *'  readers  on  the  books,''  which,  compared  with  the  issues,  showed 
an  average  issue  of  about  four  books  per  reader  per  annum,  which  is 
manifestly  absurd.  He  seconded  the  thanks  to  Mr.  Willcock  for  his 
interesting  paper. 

Mr.  E.  Wyndham  Hulmb  (Patent  Office  Library)  said  that  with 
regard  to  the  annual  reports  of  the  London  Libraries  annual  statistics 
were  published  in  the  London  Statistics^  published  by  the  County  Council. 
He  did  not  know  whether  they  were  acquainted  with  the  volume  or 
whether  their  figures  were  accepted  as  correct  by  London  librarians. 
His  other  point  was  an  appeal  to  the  librarians  to  send  their  reports 
regularly  to  the  librarian  of  the  Library  Association,  a^hey  intended 
to  collect  this  ephemeral  literature,  to  classify  it  and  to  keep  it  up  to 
date.  He  was  glad  to  say  Mr.  Carter,  of  Kingston,  and  another  gentle- 
man had  promised  to  send  their  collections  to  the  library  provided  we 
undertook  to  preserve  them,  and  he  hoped  other  members  would  be  able 
io  fill  up  any  deficiencies  which  might  subsequently  be  reported. 

Mr.  G.  Prbbce  (Stoke  Newington)  stated  that  for  sixteen  years  they 
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had  printed  1,500  copies  of  their  report  which  were  distributed  freely 
within  the  district.  The  cost  of  printing  was  defrayed  from  the  general 
rate  of  the  borough.  He  believed  that  the  circulation  of  an  annual 
report  was  a  valuable  advertisement  for  the  library,  and  in  his  case 
was  the  means  of  bringing  in  many  valuable  donations. 

The  Chairman  put  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Willcock,  which  was 
carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Baker  (Woolwich)  moved  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  seconded  by  the  Hon.  Secretary : — 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Monthly  Meeting  it  is  desirable  for  the 
Council  of  the  Library  Association  to  take  steps  to  obtain 
statistics  of  the  work  of  all  public  libraries,  and  to  embody 
them  in  a  general  year  book,  containing  comparative  tables 
drawn  up  on  a  uniform  plan." 

The  Chairman  put  the  resolution  to  the  meeting,  and  it  was  carried 
unanimously. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Brown  then  submitted,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Publica- 
tions Committee,  a  short  statement  on  the  steps  to  be  taken  by  library 
committees  in  the  organisation  of  public  libraries,  which  was  followed 
by  a  discussion. 

The  meeting  then  terminated. 


Election  of  Officers  and  Council,  1906-1907* 

Prbsident. 

Sir  William  H.  Bailey. 

Vicb-Prbsidents. 

Councillor  T.  C.  Abbott,  Manchester  Public  Libraries  Committee. 

Francis  T.  Barrett,  City  Librarian,  Glasgow. 

J.  Potter  Briscoe,  City  Librarian,  Nottingham. 

James  Duff  Brown,  Librarian  of  the  Public  Libraries,  Islington. 

F.  J.  Burgoyne,  Librarian  of  the  Public  Libraries,  Lambeth. 

Peter  Cowell,  Librarian  of  the  Public  Libraries,  Liverpool. 

E.  Wyndham  Hulme,  Librarian  of  the  Patent  Office  Library. 

L.  Inkster,  Librarian  of  the  Public  Libraries,  Battersea. 

T.  W.  Lyster,  Librarian  of  the  National  Library,  Ireland. 

J.  Y.  W.  MacAlister,  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  20  Han- 
over Square,  W. 

Charles  W.  Sutton,  Librarian  of  the  Public  Libraries,  Manchester. 

W.  H.  K.  Wright,  Librarian  of  the  Public  Library.  Plymouth. 
Hon.  Treasurer. 

Henry  R.  Tedder,  Secretary  and  Librarian  of  the  Athenaeum,  Pall 
Mall,  S.W. 

Hon.  Secretary. 
L.  Stanley  Jast,  Librarian  of  the  Public  Libraries,  Croydon. 

Hon.  Solicitor. 
H.  W.  Fovargue,  Town  Clerk,  Eastbourne. 

London  Councillors. 
T.  Aldred  Cyril  Davenport  H.  V.  Hopwood 

E.  A.  Baker  Cecil  T.  Davis  Bernard  Kettle 

Henry  Bond  W.  E.  Doubleday         G.  H.  Palmer 

J.  R.  Boos6  H.  W.  Fincham  W.  C.  Plant 

[The  above  were  all  elected  without  contest  J] 
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I. 

2. 
3. 
4- 
5. 
6. 

7- 
8. 

9. 
10. 
II. 
12. 
13- 
14. 
15- 
16. 

17- 

18. 

19- 
20. 


21. 
22. 


Country  Councillors, 
Elected.  No,  of  Votes. 

Butler  Wood 125 

Basil  Anderton 123 

John  Ballinger 120 

T.  W.  Hand 120 

R.  K.  Dent 113 

Henry  Guppy 112 

A.  Capel  Shaw iio 

John  Minto 109 

G.  T.  Shaw 109 

E.  R.  Norris  Mathews 107 

Alfred  Lancaster 104 

W.  Crowther loi 

H.  T.  Folkard 100 

John  Pink 99 

H.  D.  Roberts 99 

C.  Madeley 98 

G.  H.  Elliott 97 

Benjamin  Carter 92 

Baker  Hudson 85 

Alderman  W.  H.  Brittain 82 

Not  elected. 

J.  Lymburn 78 

B.  R.  Hill 50 


Library  Association  Examinatiorii  Mayi  1906. 


PASS  LIST. 

In  the  following  pass  list  Class  i  signifies  that  the  candidates  have 
passed  with  honours ;  Class  2  with  merit ;  and  Class  3  that  they  have 
satisfied  the  examiners.    Each  class  is  arranged  in  alphabetical  order. 

The  examiners  in  their  report  to  the  Council  draw  attention  to  the 
fact  that  many  candidates  who  had  otherwise  done  good  papers  showed 
a  lack  of  knowledge  of  Library  Law. 

Section  i. — Litbrary  History  (4  candidates). 

Class  1 :  nik    Class  2  :  nil. 

Class  3 — 

K.  Willis  Cotton,  Public  Library,  Gravesend. 

Section  2.— Elements  op  Practical  Bibliography  (4  candidates). 

Class  I :  nil    Class  2 :  nil. 

Class  3— 

F.  W.  Cudlip,  Bishopsgate  Institute,  B.C. 

Joseph  C.  Darby,  Bishopsgate  Institute,  B.C. 
ames  D.  Stewart,  Public  Library,  Islington. 

Section  3. — Classipication  (24  candidates). 
Class  I— 
R.  D.  Macleod,  Public  Libraries,  Glasgow. 
W.  C.  Berwick  Sayers,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 
James  D.  Young,  Public  Library,  Greenwich. 
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Class  2— 
Henry  T.  Coutts,  Public  Library,  Islington. 
George  E.  Denne,  Public  Library,  Richmond. 
William  A.  Peplow,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 
F.  Seward,  Public  Library,  Bromley,  Kent. 
Miss  Isabel  Taylor,  The  Library,  London  School  of  Economics. 

Class  3— 
J.  Bailey,  Central  Library,  Hampstead. 
R.  Cooper,  Public  Library,  Battersea. 
Miss  L.  Fairweather,  Public  Library,  Kingston. 
P.  E.  Farrow,  Public  Library,  Brockley. 
Sidney  A.  Firth,  Central  Library,  Birkenhead. 

E.  Gamer,  Passmore  Edwards  Library,  Southwark,  S.E. 
J.  V.  Jacobs,  Public  Library,  Richmond. 

Sidney  Kirby,  Stroud  Green  Branch  Library,  Hornsey. 

Ernest  Luke,  Public  Library,  Woolwich. 

Miss  Grace  McKenzie,  Clerkenwell  Public  Library,  Skinner  St, 

E.C. 
Miss  E.  Ramage,  Huguenot  College,  Wellington,  Cape  Colony. 
Henry  A.  Twort,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 
W.  A.  Weight,  Public  Library,  Holbom. 
William  Wilson,  Public  Library,  Gateshead. 

Section  4. — Cataloouino  (38  candidates). 
Class  I— 
<jeorge  E.  Denne,  Public  Library,  Richmond. 
R.  D.  Macleod,  Public  Libraries,  Glasgow. 
-Geo.  E.  Roebuck,  Public  Library,  236  Cable  Street,  E. 
Tames  Ross,  Public  Library,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
W.  C.  Berwick  Sayers,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 

Class  2 — 

J.  Bailey,  Central  Library,  Hampstead,  N.W. 
ohn  B.  Ellison,  Leeds  Institute,  Leeds. 
R.  E.  Hardy,  Hartley  University  College,  Southampton. 
Robert  Lillie,  Free  Library  and  Museum,  Middlesbrough. 
Miss  Ailien  MacMahon,  Toynbee  Hall  Library,  London,  E. 
William  A.  Peplow,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 

F.  Seward,  Public  Library,  Bromley,  Kent. 
Henry  A.  Twort,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 

James  D.  Young,  Public  Library,  Greenwich. 

Class  3— 
John  Ban*,  Public  Libraries,  Glasgow. 
Reginald  W.  Brown,  Public  Library,  Northampton. 
R.  Cooper,  Public  Library,  Battersea. 
L,  H.  Cousins,  Public  Library,  West  Hill,  Wandsworth. 
Henry  T.  Coutts,  Public  Library,  Islington. 
W.  C.  Farnell,  Free  Library,  Walsall. 
Sidney  A.  Firth,  Central  Library,  Birkenhead. 
J.  V.  Jacobs,  Public  Library,  Richmond. 
Miss  Alice  Jones,  Public  Libraries,  Islington. 
Sidney  Kirby,  Stroud  Green  Branch  Library,  Hornsey. 
Ernest  W.  Neesham,  Public  Library,  Gainsborough. 
Thomas  W.  Powell,  Public  Library,  Kingston. 
O.  W.  Stone.  Plashet  Public  Library,  East  Ham,  E. 
Miss  Isabel  Taylor,  The  Library,  London  School  of  Economics. 
George  White,  Central  Library,  Fulham. 
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Section  5. — Library  History  and  Organisation  (28  candidates). 

Class  I — 
George  A.  Stephen,  Bishopsgate  Institute,  E.C. 

Class  2— 
William  A.  Peplow,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 
John  Warner,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 

Class  3— 
Miss  Gertrude  A.  Boyd,  Public  Library,  Kettering. 
Reginald  W.  Brown,  Public  Library,  Northampton. 
Edgar  G.  H.  Carter,  Central  Librai^,  Deptford,  S.E. 
Montague  Clark,  Hornsey  Public  Libraries. 
F.  W.  Cornwall,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 
Henry  T.  Coutts,  Public  Library,  Islington. 
J.  A.  Louis  Downey,  Public  Library,  West  Hartlepool. 
P.  E.  Farrow,  Public  Library,  Brockley. 
C  J.  Gates,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 
Miss  Mizpah  Gilbert,  Public  Libraries,  Fulham,  S.W. 
O.  C.  Hudson,  Free  Library,  Goole. 
Maurice  H.  B.  Mash,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 
R.  Norman  A.  Miller,  Public  Library,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
W.  Morgan,  Public  Library,  Cardiff. 
A.  M.  Moslin,  Limehouse  Public  Library,  Stepney. 
Edward  Pearson,  Public  Library,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Geo.  E.  Roebuck,  Public  Library,  236  Cable  Street,  E. 
O.  W.  Stone,  Plashet  Public  Library,  East  Ham,  E. 
Miss  Isabel  Taylor,  The  Library,  London  School  of  Economics^ 
George  White,  Central  Library,  Fulham. 
Archibald  H.  Yates,  Hornsey  Public  Libraries. 

Section  6. — Practical  Library  Administration  (54  candidates)^ 

Class  I— 

Thomas  Coulson,  Public  Library,  Sunderland. 

Geo.  E.  Roebuck,  Public  Library,  236  Cable  Street,  E. 

George  A.  Stephen,  Bishopsgate  Institute,  E.C. 

Class  2— 

A.  W.  Barker,  Glenlogan,  Cockington,  Torquay. 
Henry  T.  Coutts,  Public  Library,  Islington. 
J.  A.  Louis  Downey,  Public  Library,  West  Hartlepool. 
W.  Graham,  Public  Library,  Gateshead. 
Sydney  E.  Harrison,  Public  Library,  Cheltenham. 
John  McAdam,  Municipal  Museum,  Warrington. 
W.  Morgan,  Public  Library,  Cardiff. 

Frederick  G.  S.  Port,  Public  Library,  Peckham  Road,  CamberwelL 
S.E. 

Class  3 — 

John  Barr,  Public  Libraries,  Glasgow. 
Ernest  J.  Bell,  Public  Libraries,  Fulham. 
Reginald  W.  Brown,  Public  Library,  Northampton. 
William  Brown,  Public  Library,  Sunderland. 
Edgar  G.  H.  Carter,  Central  Library,  Deptford,  S.E. 
A.  R.  Cass,  Public  Library,  Stoke  Newington. 
F.  W.  Cudlip,  Bishopsgate  Institute,  E.C. 
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P.  E.  Farrow,  Public  Library,  Brockley. 

E.  Fletcher,  Public  Library,  236  Cable  Street,  E. 
Miss  Mizpah  Gilbert,  Public  Libraries,  Fulhamy  S.W. 
R.  E.  Hardy,  Hartley  Universitjr  College,  Southampton. 
Herbert  Henderson,  Lyceum  Library,  Liverpool. 

F.  Jarratt,  Public  Library,  Huddersiield. 

J,  Wilson  Lambert,  Public  Library,  Sunderland. 
Miss  Edith  Lea,  Free  Public  Library,  Wigan. 
Ernest  S.  Martin,  Public  Library,  Twickenham. 
Maurice  H.  B.  Mash,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 
Miss  M.  Ellen  Morton,  Technical  College,  Huddersfield. 
A.  Oakey,  Central  Library,  Peckham  Road,  Camberwell,  S.E. 
William  A.  Peplow,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 
S.  E.  Searle,  Public  Libraries,  Shoreditch,  N. 
H.  H.  Smith,  Free  Public  Library,  Wigan. 
O.  W.  Stone,  Plashet  Public  Library,  East  Ham,  E. 
H.  D.  Sureties,  Branch  Library,  Shepherd's  Hill,  Hornsey. 
Hubert  Godfrey  Swift,  Wallasey  Public  Libraries. 
Miss  Isabel  Taylor,  The  Library,  London  School  of  Economics^ 
Charles  E.  Thomas,  Bishopsgate  Institute,  E.C. 
John  Warner,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 
George  White,  Central  Library,  Fulham,  S.W. 
Reginald  G.  Williams,  Wallasey  Public  Libraries. 
On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Examiners, 

Henry  R.  Tedder, 

Chairman^ 

Henry  D.  Roberts, 

Hon,  Secretary^ 
31s/  y«/y,  1906. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Library  Association  Record. 

Library  Plans. 

Gentlemen, 

In  view  of  the  ever-increasing  number  of  libraries,  many  of 
which  have  come  into  existence  quite  recently,  it  would  seem  an 
opportune  time  for  the  Library  Association  to  make  a  central  collection 
of  library  plans.  I  have  just  been  glancing  through  the  *' Official 
Program"  of  the  A.L.A.  Annual  Meeting  which  took  place  at  Narra- 
gansett  last  month,  and  by  that  splendid  prospectus  I  see  that  Mr. 
C.  C.  Soule,  the  President  of  the  Boston  Book  Co.,  has  made  out  a 
case  for  "  an  evaluated  collection  of  library  plans  ".  He  declares  that 
although  the  A.L.A.  has  theorised  on  ideal  library  buildings,  it  has 
not  indicated  any  existing  buildings  which  fulfil  or  do  not  fulfil  the 
conditions.  He  therefore  suggests  that  a  collection  of  plans  should 
be  made  and  placed  in  some  central  position  where  it  might  be  easily 
accessible.  Each  plan  should  be  accompanied  by  a  critical  appraisal 
of  its  effects  and  defects,  by  the  librarian  who  has  administered  the 
library,  together  with  its  cost  and  arrangement.  The  whole  collection 
should  be  classified  and  fully  indexed. 

As  the  Library  Association  contemplates  the  issue  of  a  handbook 
of  suggestions  to  library  committees  and  persons  engaged  in  the 
planning  of  libraries,  it  would  appear  to  be  an  excellent  supplement 
to  that  handbook  to  make  such  a  collection  accessible.  The  conditions 
indicated  by  Mr.  Soule  would  be  quite  suitable  if  applied  by  ourselves. 
It  would,  of  course,  not  be  within  the  scope  of  the  Library  Association 
to  point  to  any  individual  library  as  a  model  to  be  religiously  followed 
by  all  new  library  authorities,  but  the  plan  collection,  properly 
evaluated,  would  offer  a  greater  and  surer  guidance  than  the  best  text- 
book. And,  apart  from  this,  the  advantage  to  the  student  librarian 
of  being  able  to  make  a  comparative  study  of  library  plans  should 
scarcely  need  emphasising  even  in  this  generation  of  blindness  to  the 
obvious. 

The  difficulties  of  organising  such  a  collection  do  not  seem  to  me 
to  be  insuperable.  The  files  of  the  architectural  papers  for  the  last 
decade  would  yield  an  abundant  harvest  of  plans.  Then,  most  libraries 
possess  complete  plans,  and  did  the  Library  Association  approach 
them,  would  no  doubt  be  willing  to  furnish  copies.  The  question  of 
costs  is  rather  more  complicated,  perhaps,  but  the  main  details  would 
no  doubt  be  forthcoming.  And  most  librarians  would  have  sufficient 
sympathy  with  the  scheme  to  provide  authoritative  descriptions  of 
their  libraries. 

The  questions  of  whether  or  not  there  should  be  a  circulating 
collection  which  should  perambulate  the  country  in  stout  portfolios, 
or  of  how  the  Library  Association  should  arrange  and  index  the  plans, 
are  matters  of  debate.  Of  the  general  desirability  of  the  collection 
itself  I  trust  there  can  only  be  one  opinion. 

Faithfully  yours, 

W.  C.  Berwick  Savers. 

Central  Library, 

Town  Hall,  Croydon, 
26/A  y«/y,  1906. 


Correspondence.  403: 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Library  Association  Record. 

Newcastle  Catalogue. 
Gbntlbmbn, 

Your  note  on  the  Newcastle  Fiction  Catalogue  will  probably 
cause  a  somewhat  false  impression  amongst  your  readers.  Your 
"reviewer"  (for  although  the  criticism  of  catalogues  has  ostensibly 
been  abandoned,  yet  he  contrives  to  remain  a  reviewer  by  selecting 
certain  facts  for  prominent  statement,  and  by  ignoring  other  facts) 
does  not  explain  the  whole  matter  when  he  draws  attention  to  Bleak 
House  and  its  ten-line  entry.  In  the  preface,  which  he  must  have 
read  in  part,  it  is  explained  that  this  sort  of  entry  has  a  special  object 
serving  local  convenience  at  a  time  of  transition  from  old  press-marks 
to  new.  It  is  a  form  that  has  not  been  employed  in  the  Newcastle 
catalogues  previously,  and  it  is  not,  so  far  as  can  be  seen,  likely  to 
become  necessary  again.  It  takes  up,  of  course,  as  we  were  fully 
aware,  a  good  deal  of  extra  space,  but,  under  the  circumstances,  thi& 
was  unavoidable. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Basil  Andbrton, 

Public  Librarian. 
Public  Library,  NswcASTLs-uPoif-TYNB, 
24/^  July^  Z906. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Library  Association  Rbcord. 

The  Haigh  Hall  Library  Catalogue. 

Sirs, 

I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  allow  me  a  little  space  to  correct: 
a  statement  concerning  the  General  Catalogue  of  this  library,  which 
appeared  in  the  interesting  obituary  notice  of  Mr.  John  Philip  Edmond^ 
Librarian  of  the  Signet  Library,  Edinburgh,  and  formerly  Librarian  of 
this  library.  I  am  induced  to  ask  for  this  favour  by  the  fact  that  I  have 
received  inquiries  from  several  of  your  readers  in  consequence  of  that 
notice.  I  refer  to  the  following  statement,  which  will  be  found  on  p.  200 
of  the  May  number  of  the  Rbcord:  "  At  the  time  of  his  (Mr.  Edmond's) 
death  the  work  was  nearing  completion,  the  slips  were  in  type,  the  end 
was  in  view  ".  The  slips  are  not  in  type,  and  the  great  bulk  of  the  manu- 
script is  not  even  yet  prepared  for  the  printers.  Several  years  ago  Mr. 
Edmond  had  had  printed  the  slips  for  some  long  sets,  such  as  "  Cata- 
logue," " Catalogues"  (500  entries),  and  parts  of  the  letters  A  to  I,  but 
his  only  object  for  doing  this  was  to  economise  space  in  the  slip  boxes.. 
This  probably  accounts  for  the  statement  I  now  correct.  It  is  quite  true 
that  Mr.  Edmond  had  begun  on  the  final  printing,tbut  death  called  him 
away  before  he  could  send  off  the  first  batch  of  "  copy,"  a  few  hundred 
slips,  to  the  printers.  I  do  not  regard  it  as  inaccurate  to  say  that  "the 
end  is  in  view,"  but  a  more  accurate  idea  of  the  distance  of  that  view 
may  be  formed  when  it  is  known  that  there  are  upwards  of  160,000 
catalogue  entries  now  in  manuscript  to  revise  and  prepare  for  the 
printers. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  one  more  thoroughly  to  appreciate  the  ability 
and  work  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  P.  Edmond  than  I  do,  and  I  should  bitterly 
reproach  myself  if  I  said  anything  that  could  be  considered  as  detract- 
ing from  his  work,  but  I  am  sure  that  I  run  no  such  risk  in  correcting  a 
perfectly  excusable  mistake. 

I  am.  Sirs, 

Yours  faithfully, 
A.  G.  E.  Phillips,  Librarian. 

Haigh  Hall,  Wigan, 
315/  July,  1906. 
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To  Publishers^  Booksellers  and 
Library  Furnishers. 

Thh  iiitontion  k:.\  Publislicrs.  B(JoUst  Ik-rs  and  Library  Kurnishcrs  is  called 
to  the  advantaoos  oi'  CbC  XlbrarX}  a^SOCiatiOU  IRCCOrD  as  an  effective 
advertisinj^  medium. 

Tht*  .lournal,  whi^-li  is  pubsished  r^*i»ular!y  each  month,  is  the  official 
orjjan  of  The  Library  Assoc iatiun.  av\s\  circulates  in  no  fewer  than  600 
libraries  up  and  down  the  country,  as  well  as  amongst  the  more  prominent 
book-lovers  and  collectors. 

Furnish  in  j».  as  ii  does,  the  transact  ions  of  The  Library  Association,  with 
notices  i*^  forthcoming*  meetings.  \\\  addition  to  librarj'  notes  and  news  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  it  is  v-a^erly  looked  for  and  scanned  each  month 
by  librarians,  being,  in  fact,  their  oJliciai  medium  of  intercommunication. 

Not  un!y  does  the  IRCCOV^  cstulate  in  the  United  Kingdom,  it  has  a 
much  wider  sphere  of  influence,  having  sub'-icribers  in  most  of  the  British 
Colonies,  as  well  as  in  the  pruicipai  Countries  ol  Kurope. 

Our  aim  in  making  this  announcement  Is  to  secure  a  representative  set 
of  advertisements  which  may  serve  as  a  Directory  of  Library  Furnishers, 
whether  in  iixiures.  stationery,  books  or  other  accessories.  The  advantages 
of  such  a  medium  must  be  ijuite  obvious  to  all  firms  in  any  way  catermg  for 
the  library,  enabling  them,  as  it  ^KtK:<,  to  keep  themselves  constantly  before 
not  only  librarians,  but  members  of  Library  Committees  and  book-collectors. 

No  advertisement  will  be  received  which  is  not  strictly  in  keeping  with 
the  character  of  the  .lournal 
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THE  MEDICAL  LIBRARIES  OF  LONDON.^ 

By  W.  R.  B.  Prideaux,  B.A.,  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, Pall  Mall  East,  S.W.^ 

IN  1836  the  Lancet,  in  the  course  of  a  review  of  a  work  on 
medical  bibliography,  sketches  the  state  of  the  principal 
medical  libraries  in  the  Metropolis  at  that  time.  *'  In  the 
article  of  medical  libraries,"  it  says,  *'  this  country  is  singu- 
larly deficient.  Several  of  the  German  towns,  where  there 
are  universities,  have  collections  of  from  one  to  three  or  four 
hundred  thousand  volumes,  while  in  London  there  is  scarcely 
one  medical  library  to  any  extent  complete." 

In  the  militant  spirit  then  characteristic  of  it,  the  Lancet 
proceeds  to  pass  in  review  the  three  chief  medical  libraries 
of  London.     Of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  it  says : 

^Submitted  as  a  thesis  in  applying  for  the  Professional  Diploma  of  the 
Library  Association. 
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''  The  library  contains  many  old  works  of  great  value,  be- 
queathed to  the  present  Fellows  by  the  departed  men  of 
science,  who  unfortunately  left  them  not  a  shred  of  their 
mantles  '\  It  has  more  praise  for  the  Library  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  which,  "when  open,  was,  with  the 
exception,  perhaps,  of  Radcliffe's  Library  in  Oxford,  and  the 
Library  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  the  best  in 
this  country  :  a  circumstance  which  may  be  attributed  to 
the  accident  of  possessing  an  excellent  librarian ".  The 
Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society  is  brought  to  task 
for  not  spending  a  larger  part  of  its  income  on  the  library ; 
and  in  general  the  complaint  is  made  that  there  is  too  little 
effort  to  keep  the  libraries  up  to  date  and  supplied  with 
foreign  medical  literature. 

No  attempt  will  be  made  in  the  following  paper  to  point 
out  the  relative  defects  or  merits  of  the  various  libraries 
described,  but  the  facts,  as  far  as  ascertainable,  will  be  set 
down  and  allowed  to  speak  for  themselves.  The  libraries 
may  be  classified  as  follows : — 

(i)  Those  belonging  to  the  medical  corporations  and  uni- 
versity. 

(2)  Those  belonging  to  the  general  medical  societies. 

(3)  Those  belonging  to  the  special  medical  societies. 

(4)  Those  belonging  to  medical  schools  and  hospitals. 

(5)  Those  belonging  to  post-graduation  places  of  study. 
Schools  of  dentistry  and   dental   societies  will   not    be 

included. 

The  fine  Library  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the 
Library  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  though  on  topics 
closely  related  to  medicine,  will  not  be  considered,  but  a 
word  may  be  given  to  the  library  being  formed  by  the  Phar- 
macopoeia Committee  of  the  General  Medical  Council  which 
is  the  governing  body  of  the  medical  profession.  This  col- 
lection consists  of  the  pharmacopoeias  of  various  countries, 
old  and  new,  and  of  works  bearing  on  the  subject.  A  printed 
catalogue  has  been  issued,  but  it  has  been  transferred  to 
cards  and  is  being  kept  up  to  date  in  that  manner.  Though 
formed  in  the  first  instance  for  the  use  of  the  members  of 
the  Medical  Council,  presumably  any  practitioner   on  the 
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register  would  be  allowed  to  consult  it  on  making  proper 
application. 

Turning  to  the  classes  enumerated  above,  we  have  in 
class  I — 

The  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 

The  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  London  was  founded 
by  Thomas  Linacre  in  1518,  at  whose  house  the  meetings 
were  held,  and  whose  books,  except  a  few  retained  for  private 
use,  formed  the  first  nucleus  of  the  library.  In  1603 
William  Gilbert  (the  discoverer  of  terrestrial  magnetism) 
left  to  the  College  his  whole  library,  globes,  instruments, 
and  a  cabinet  of  minerals,  and  in  1609  it  was  determined 
that  a  catalogue  should  be  made.  Ampler  accommodation 
was  afforded  the  library  when  the  College  moved  to  its  new 
building  at  Amen  Corner,  and  donations  began  to  flow  in. 
An  important  bequest  was  that  of  680  volumes  in  1629  ^Y 
Dr.  Holsbosch,  a  German,  who  had  practised  surgery  and 
physic  in  England  for  fifty  years.  It  also  seems  to  have 
been  the  custom  for  Fellows  and  Candidates  to  present  works 
to  the  library  on  their  admission.  Other  bequests  about  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century  were  by  William  Harvey, 
the  discoverer  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood.  Sir  Theodore 
Mayeme,  physician  to  Charles  I.,  Selden,  who  left  by  will 
all  the  Arabic  MSS.  relating  to  physic  that  he  had  collected ; 
while  Elias  Ashmole,  the  Marquis  of  Dorchester,  and  many 
others  made  valuable  gifts  to  the  library.  The  first  printed 
catalogue  was  issued  in  1660  by  the  librarian.  Dr.  Christo- 
pher Merrett.  Unhappily  the  great  fire  of  London  destroyed 
the  College  and  most  of  its  contents,  only  140  volumes, 
mostly  in  folio,  and  some  MSS.  escaping  the  flames  by  the 
exertions  of  the  librarian.  Soon  after  the  fire  the  Marquis 
of  Dorchester,  an  Honorary  Fellow  of  the  College,  made 
known  his  intention  of  presenting  to  it  his  private  library, 
consisting  of  3,200  volumes,  and  said  to  have  been  the  finest 
private  collection  in  England  in  physics,  mathematics,  civil 
law  and  philology.  It  would  have  been  handed  over  at 
once  but  there  was  no  place  to  put  it,  and  only  in  1688  could 
the  Marquis's  widow  see  the  books  properly  housed  and 
shelved. 
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In  1728  the  collection  was  largely  augmented  by  the 
bequest  of  Dr.  Richard  Hale  of  £500  for  buying  books  to 
be  chosen  by  his  nephew.  The  amount  was  judiciously 
expended,  chiefly  in  large  and  important  reference  works. 
The  College  obtained  in  1751,  under  the  will  of  Dr.  Crow, 
a  fine  collection  of  Greek  and  Latin  classics. 

A  printed  catalogue  appeared  in  1757  which  shows  that 
the  library  then  comprised  over  6,650  volumes.  Gifts  and 
bequests  still  continued  to  come  in,  and  by  1792  it  had 
fallen  into  such  disorder  that  it  had  to  be  rearranged.  This 
was  done  by  Dr.  Latham  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
College  that  he  received  a  vote  of  £100  for  his  services. 

On  the  opening  of  the  present  building  in  Pall  Mall  East 
in  1825,  the  whole  of  the  books  were  divided  roughly  into 
main  classes  and  arranged  in  presses  round  the  handsome 
room  prepared  for  their  reception,  and  also  in  a  smaller 
room  now  used  by  the  librarian.  Since  the  above-mentioned 
date  shelves  have  been  fitted  in  the  gallery  running  round 
the  large  room,  and  quite  recently  in  the  basement,  for  the 
storage  of  periodicals.  No  attempt  is  now  made  to  classify 
the  books  on  the  shelves. 

Abput  1848  a  new  catalogue  in  MS.  was  prepared  by 
Benjamin  Wheatley,  afterwards  resident  librarian  of  the 
Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Library  Association.  It  is  bound  in  two 
large  volumes,  and  is  in  use  at  the  present  day,  being  kept 
up  to  date  by  the  addition  of  printed  slips  from  the  annual 
accessions*  lists.  A  subject-index  on  cards  of  all  books 
in  the  library  dating  from  1880  was  prepared  in  1900,  and 
is  kept  up  to  date.  The  total  number  of  volumes  contained 
in  the  library  is  about  25,000,  including  a  certain  number 
of  duplicates.  The  reading-room  is  a  spacious  room  on  the 
ground  floor  looking  out  on  Trafalgar  Square.  It  contains 
the  current  magazines  and  journals,  together  with  some  selec- 
ted reference  books,  and  a  show-case  in  which  are  displayed 
some  of  the  interesting  works  in  the  library,  such  as  a  copy 
of  Caxton's  Recuyell  of  the  Historyes  of  Trqye  and  a  fourteenth- 
century  paper  MS.  of  Chaucer.  There  are  in  the  library 
forty-two  books  printed  before  1500  and  over  200  English- 


The  Medical  Libraries  of  London.  409 

printed  books  dating  before  1640.  Round  the  walls,  and 
upstairs  also,  there  are  many  fine  portraits. 

The  use  of  the  library  is  granted  to  the  Fellows  and 
Members  of  the  College,  who  are  entitled  also  to  borrow 
books,  and  to  the  Licentiates.  Other  medical  men  may 
use  the  reading-room  on  obtaining  a  proper  introduction. 
The  hours  of  opening  are  from  noon  till  six  o'clock  every 
week-day,  except  for  the  usual  holidays  and  during  the 
month  of  September,  when  the  College  is  closed. 

Munk  (Wm.),  Roll  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 
2nd  edition,  8vo.     London,  1878,  vol.  iii.,  p.  364. 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

This  body  was  founded  by  Royal  Charter  in  1800 ; 
before  this  time  the  surgeons  had  formed,  either  by  them- 
selves or  in  conjunction  with  the  barbers,  one  of  the  City 
Companies.  When  the  final  separation  between  barbers 
and  surgeons  took  place  in  1745,  the  former  retained  the 
hall,  library  and  plate,  but  shortly  after  the  incorporation 
of  the  College  a  grant  of  £50  was  made  for  library  purposes, 
and  this  was  followed  in  future  years  by  further  grants. 
In  1816  Sir  Charles  Blicke  presented  the  sum  of  £z^o  on 
condition  that  the  interest  be  devoted  annually  to  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  In  1827  great  efforts  were  made  to  put 
the  library  in  a  thoroughly  good  condition ;  in  that  and 
the  two  subsequent  years  the  sum  of  ^^5,269  was  spent  in 
the  purchase  of  books,  and  in  1829  the  first  librarian  was 
appointed. 

The  munificent  gift  of  Sir  Erasmus  Wilson  enabled  the 
Council  in  1888  very  materially  to  increase  the  library 
accommodation,  and  at  the  same  time  to  improve  and 
redecorate  the  existing  building.  The  residence  of  the  Con- 
servator of  the  Museum  at  the  east  end  of  the  College  was 
pulled  down,  and  the  building  erected  on  its  site  was 
devoted  to  library  purposes.  On  a  level  with  the  old  read- 
ing-room an  extension  was  built,  the  two  rooms  being  con- 
nected by  four  archways,  two  on  the  ground  and  two  in  the 
gallery.  Beneath  this  a  handsome  book-room  was  provided 
and  below  that  a  spacious  store-room.     The  new  building 
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as  at  present  shelved  gives  accommodation  for  26,000 
volumes.  The  librarian's  room  was  considerably  improved 
by  throwing  into  it  a  loft  above  the  old  ceiling  and  a  passage 
which  led  into  the  reading-room. 

The  whole  of  the  library  premises  was  redecorated,  and 
the  electric  light  was  installed  throughout.  The  heating 
apparatus,  which  was  under  the  floor  at  the  south  side  of 
the  library,  was  all  removed,  and  in  its  place  a  coil  of  hot- 
water  pipes  was  placed  in  each  window.  The  gallery  rail- 
ing, being  in  an  unsafe  condition,  was  replaced  by  one  of  a 
stronger  pattern. 

This  extension  of  the  library  made  it  possible  to  re- 
arrange the  books  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  them  more 
accessible  to  readers.  In  the  gallery  of  the  extension  stand 
the  books  on  anatomy,  physiology,  pathology,  medicine  and 
surgery;  round  the  reading-room  are  ranged  sets  of  the 
periodicals  and  transactions  in  greatest  demand.  There  is 
also  a  good  collection  of  dictionaries,  encyclopaedias,  systems 
and  general  books  of  reference,  conveniently  arranged  for 
the  use  of  readers. 

The  lower  room  contains  books  on  chemistry  and  physics, 
materia  medica  and  therapeutics,  forensic  medicine,  diseases 
of  women  and  children,  history  of  medicine  and  surgery, 
biography  and  bibliography.  The  basement  is  devoted  to 
old  sets  of  journals  and  transactions,  a  collection  of  theses, 
and  to  miscellaneous  books. 

The  librarian's  room  contains  the  books  on  biology  and 
certain  valuable  works  which  are  kept  in  glass  cases. 

The  current  numbers  of  the  journals  are  displayed  on 
tables  down  the  middle  of  the  reading-room ;  four  of  these 
are  fitted  with  sliding  trays,  in  which  books  too  large  for  the 
wall-cases,  and  illustrated  works  still  in  progress,  are  kept. 
The  new  books  are  placed  on  a  stand  in  the  centre  of  the 
room ;  these  are  catalogued  directly  they  are  received,  and 
are  at  once  available  for  readers.  A  list  of  the  additions  is 
posted  in  the  library. 

The  first  catalogue  of  the  library  was  issued  in  183 1. 
A  classed  catalogue  was  prepared  by  Dr.  Willis,  and  was 
in  use  in  MS.  for  some  years;  in  1838  a  synopsis  of  it  was 
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printed,  and  the  work  itself  was  published  in  1843.  In  1853 
an  index  of  subjects  was  issued,  and  four  supplements  to  the 
author  catalogue  were  published  between  the  years  1840 
and  i860.  In  1890  a  list  of  transactions,  periodicals  and 
memoirs  in  the  library  was  published.  A  new  catalogue 
of  authors  and  subjects  is  now  being  prepared  on  cards ; 
these  are  kept  in  two  cabinets  at  the  west  end  of  the  read- 
ing-room, and  are  available  for  use  by  the  readers.  When 
the  work  is  finished  the  cards  can  be  used  as  copy  for  the 
printers. 

The  library  is  particularly  rich  in  the  transactions  of 
societies,  and  in  periodicals  relating  not  only  to  medicine 
and  surgery,  but  also  to  the  accessory  sciences.  The  large 
illustrated  works  on  zoology,  anatomy,  etc.,  are  also  well 
represented.  There  is  a  good  collection  of  portraits  of 
members  of  the  medical  profession. 

The  library  is  used  for  reference  purposes  only  and  con- 
tains now  over  50,000  volumes,  including  journals  and  trans- 
actions, and  about  forty  works  printed  before  1500.  It  is 
open  every  week-day  from  11  a.m.  till  7  p.m.,  except  Satur- 
days, when  it  closes  at  i  p.m.  In  August  the  closing  hour 
is  6  P.M.,  and  it  is  shut  altogether  during  the  month  of 
September.  The  use  of  the  library  is  restricted  to  Fellows 
and  Members  of  the  College,  but  others  may  obtain  readers* 
tickets  on  being  properly  introduced. 

Centenary  Souvenir  of  the  /J.C.5.,  1900.     Calendar, 

Society  of  Apothecaries. 

At  first  sight  this  Society  might  seem  to  have  more  to 
do  with  the  pharmaceutical  chemist  than  with  the  medical 
man,  but  the  apothecary  of  early  days  developed  into  the 
general  practitioner,  and  those  possessing  the  licence  of  the 
Society  are  fully  qualified  to  practice  medicine  in  all  its 
branches. 

The  Society  was  founded  in  1617,  but  the  first  mention 
of  a  library  occurs  in  the  minutes  for  1633.  On  28th 
November  of  that  year  Thomas  Johnson  of  Snow  Hill  pre- 
sented **  as  a  guifte  a  booke  called  Gerrard*s  herbal,'*  and 
so  greatly  was  it  appreciated  that  the  donor  was  made  free 
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of  the  Livery,  and  presented  with  a  gown  and  hood.  It  may 
be  observed  as  of  bibliographical  interest  that  this  was  a  new 
edition  of  Gerard  brought  out  by  Johnson  himself,  "very 
much  enlarged  and  amended,"  but  with  all  the  woodcuts 
recut  in  England  and  consequently  not  to  be  compared  for 
artistic  merit  to  the  first  edition. 

In  1681  it  was  determined  to  **  contrive  a  library,**  and  a 
**  repositorie  "  was  ordered  to  be  made  at  the  end  of  the 
gallery.  This  repository  still  exists  in  the  shape  of  some 
exceedingly  deep  cupboards  on  either  side  of  the  fireplace. 
In  1744  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine  into  what 
alterations  would  be  needful  to  convert  the  gallery  into  a 
library,  as  hitherto  the  books  had  been  merely  stored  there. 
It  was  handsomely  panelled  in  oak,  and  one  entire  side  of  the 
room  was  fitted  with  bookcases,  the  shelves  of  which  are 
now  full  so  that  new  accessions  have  to  overflow  into  the 
parlour.  Some  of  the  botanical  works  in  the  library  are 
rare  and  valuable. 

Barrett  (C.  R.  B.),  History  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries. 
Illustrated,     4to.     London,  1905. 

University  of  London. 

The  University  has  no  separate  medical  library,  but  the 
general  library  contains  a  fair  number  of  medical  works. 
The  reading-room  is  open  every  week-day  from  ten  to  four, 
except  on  Saturday,  when  it  closes  at  one.  On  Tuesdays 
and  Thursdays  it  is  also  open  in  the  evening  from  seven  till 
nine.     It  is  closed  during  vacations. 

Books  may  be  borrowed  by  members  of  the  Senate, 
members  of  Convocation,  examiners  and  the  three  registrars. 
Others  are  entitled  to  the  privilege  on  producing  a  recom- 
mendation signed  by  a  member  of  the  Senate  or  three 
members  of  Convocation.  A  printed  catalogue  was  issued 
in  1876,  and  supplements  in  1886  and  1895.  The  collections 
of  books  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  University  will 
be  greater  when  the  amalgamation  of  University  College  is 
complete. 

Calendar. 
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Class  2,  libraries  belonging  to  general  medical  societies, 
comprises  the  following: — 

Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society. 

From  its  very  foundation  in  1805  the  Society  placed 
amongst  its  primary  objects  **  the  collection  of  an  extensive 
and  select  professional  library',"  and  a  Library  Committee 
was  appointed  in  1807,  with  power  to  spend  £100  in  the 
purchase  of  books.  In  1808  the  library  contained  between 
400  and  500  volumes,  but  it  was  not  until  1816  that  the  first 
catalogue  was  printed.  A  supplement  was  prepared  in  1826, 
and  new  catalogues  appeared  in  1838  and  1844.  The  cata- 
logue of  1856  contained  mention  of  about  17,000  volumes,  and 
in  1872  it  was  found  necessary  to  fit  up  additional  accommo- 
dation for  27,000  volumes.  The  principal  printed  catalogue 
appeared  in  1879,  ^Lnd  supplements  have  been  issued  every 
five  years.  For  want  of  book  room  and  other  reasons  the 
Society  moved  to  its  present  premises  in  1889. 

A  new  card  catalogue  has  just  been  completed,  the  books 
have  lately  been  re-numbered  and  re-arranged  and  a  new 
book-store  has  been  fitted  up  to  hold  10,000  volumes.  The 
hours  of  opening  are  from  11  a.m.  to  6.30  p.m.  every  week- 
day, except  for  the  usual  holidays  and  during  the  month  of 
August.  Fellows  of  the  Society  have  the  privilege  of  borrow- 
ing books.  The  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  is 
now  about  60,000. 

Centenary  Volume,  1905. 

Medical  Society. 

This  Society  was  instituted  in  1773,  and  in  its  first  pub- 
lished volume  of  memoirs,  dated  1792,  it  is  stated  that  a 
medical  library  has  been  founded  for  the  use  of  its  members. 
A  collection  very  rich  in  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  century 
works  was  got  together,  and  numbered  about  12,000  at  the 
time  of  the  appearance  of  the  first  catalogue  in  1829.  A 
supplementary  catalogue  was  issued  in  1856,  and  a  card 
catalogue  of  the  earlier  works  has  lately  been  completed. 
Mention  must  be  made  of  an  interesting  collection  of  Greek 
medical  MSS.  of  the  Byzantine  school  which  came  from  the 
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fine  classical  library  collected  by  Dr.  Askew.  A  special  fund 
entitled  the  Fothergillian  is  partly  expended  in  the  purchase 
of  books. 

The  Fellows  of  the  Society  are  entitled  to  borrow  books 
as  well  as  to  consult  them  in  the  reading-room,  which  is 
open  each  week-day  from  9  a.m.  till  6  p.m.,  Saturdays  g  a.m. 
till  2  P.M.  The  library  is  closed  during  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember. 

The  Hon.  Librarian's  Report  contained  in  the  Medical 
Transactions  Catalogues,  1829-56. 

British  Medical  Association. 

Though  founded  in  1832,  the  Association  made  no  serious 
effort  to  form  a  library  until  1887,  when  Mr.  Hart,  the  editor 
of  the  Association's  Journal,  proposed  that  the  reading  and 
writing-rooms  of  the  central  office  should  be  fitted  up  as  a 
library.  He  himself  presented  over  100  books,  including 
several  important  early  works  on  anatomy,  and  the  Council 
voted  a  sum  of  ;f  100  towards  the  expenses  of  equipment. 
The  library  soon  increased  in  size  by  numerous  gifts  from 
members  and  others,  and  by  the  various  periodicals  and 
magazines  obtained  in  exchange  for  the  British  Medical 
Journal,  Application  was  made  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  who,  after  due  inquiry  as  to  the  character  and 
status  of  the  library,  authorised  the  presentation  of  the  series 
of  Public  Health  Reports  from  their  commencement.  In 
1891  it  was  reported  that  the  number  of  readers  was  con- 
siderably on  the  increase,  and  that  the  library  and  reading- 
room  were  largely  used. 

In  1893  it  was  found  necessary  to  increase  the  shelving 
and  to  appoint  a  whole-time  librarian  to  be  in  attendance 
between  10  a.m.  and  5  p.m.  The  number  of  attendances  for 
the  year  was  3,400.  By  1895  this  figure  had  risen  to  4,500, 
and  the  amount  expended  on  books  and  binding  for  that 
period  was  £182,  the  total  number  of  volumes  being  8,000, 
in  addition  to  a  considerable  number  of  papers  and  theses. 

The  library  is  especially  rich  in  the  possession  of  finely 
illustrated  works  on  medicine  and  the  allied  sciences,  and 
has  many  interesting  old  books  besides  the  principal  modem 
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text-books  and  monographs.  Arrangements  have  also  been 
made  for  obtaining  the  important  series  of  the  Theses  de 
Paris.  Another  department  of  the  work  of  the  library  is 
the  distribution  of  duplicate  volumes  to  smaller  medical 
libraries  and  institutions.  2,400  books  were  thus  presented 
in  1893.  The  work  of  the  library  has  been  so  much  appre- 
ciated that  there  is  now  an  agitation  on  foot  to  have  it  kept 
open  till  II  P.M.,  for  the  benefit  of  evening  workers. 

British  Medical  Journal,  1887,  ii. ;  1891,  ii. ;  1893,  i.,  ii.  r 
1896,  i. 

Hunterian  Society. 

This  Society  was  instituted  in  1819,  and  is  housed  in  the 
London  Institution.  It  early  begun  to  acquire  a  library, 
and  has  some  interesting  old  books,  but  the  collection  has 
never  been  large.  A  printed  catalogue  appeared  in  1869  and 
this  was  revised  in  1892,  while  in  1900  a  new  catalogue  was 
drawn  up.  In  1902  it  was  found  that  the  space  available 
for  books  was  entirely  filled  up,  though  there  were  many 
surplus  and  duplicate  volumes,  as  well  as  many  incomplete 
series  of  periodicals.  This  being  the  case,  at  a  special 
meeting  held  in  1904  it  was  resolved  that  **  it  is  desirable  to 
dispose  of  the  library,  with  certain  reservations  ".  No  scheme, 
however,  for  carrying  out  this  resolution  has  yet  been  de- 
cided on. 

Transactions  of  the  Hunterian  Society y  containing  the  Re- 
ports of  the  Library  Committee. 

West  London  Medico-Chirurgical  Society. 

Established  in  1882  some  steps  towards  the  formation  of 
a  library  were  taken  by  the  Society  early  in  its  career,  but  it 
was  not  until  1896  that  the  collection  thus  formed  became 
really  accessible.  In  1897  the  number  of  volumes  rose  from 
500  to  700,  and  want  of  space  again  became  felt,  necessitat- 
ing a  move  to  more  commodious  quarters  in  the  following 
year.  In  1899  a  subscription  was  opened  among  the  members 
to  obtain  money  for  fitting  up  the  library  properly.  A  card 
catalogue  was  prepared  in  1901  and  the  books  on  the  shelves 
classified  in  correspondence  with  it,  the  year's  increase  being 
1,200  volumes. 
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The  library  is  supported  entirely  by  donations  of  books 
and  money,  and  is  open  for  reference  and  borrowing  purposes 
to  all  members  of  the  Society,  and  to  students  of  the  West 
London  Post-Graduate  College  on  payment  of  a  small  sub- 
scription. 

West  London  Medical  Journal,  containing  the  Librarian's 
Reports. 

Besides  those  described  above,  small  collections  of  books 
for  the  use  of  their  members  have  been  formed  by  the  fol- 
lowing societies:  The  Association  of  Registered  Medical 
Women,  the  North-East  London  Clinical  Society,  the  North 
London  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  the  West  Kent 
Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  the  Willesden  and  District  Medi- 
cal Society. 

The  third  class  consists  of  libraries  belonging  to  societies 
cultivating  a  special  branch  of  medicine.     These  are  : — 

Obstetrical  Society. 

The  Society  was  instituted  in  1858,  and  has  almost  from 
the  beginning  turned  its  energies  to  the  building  up  of  a 
library.  The  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  collection,  in- 
cluding bound  volumes  of  periodicals,  is  now  6,145.  Fellows 
have  the  privilege  of  borrowing  four  books  at  a  time,  and  the 
current  numbers  of  the  periodicals  of  the  speciality  may  be 
consulted  in  the  reading-room.  A  printed  catalogue  was 
issued  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  it  has  lately  been 
decided  that  a  new  author  and  subject  catalogue  shall  be 
published. 

Transactions  of  the  Society, 

Ophthalmological  Society. 

This  Society  was  established  in  1880,  and  its  library  is 
housed  in  the  Medical  Society's  premises,  and  is  open  during 
the  same  hours.  The  library  is  open  to  the  members  of  the 
Society,  and  they  have  the  privilege  of  borrowing  books.  An 
author  catalogue  was  printed  in  1887  and  a  second  edition 
was  issued  in  1892,  while  supplementary  lists  of  accessions 
are  issued  with  the  annual  volumes  of  transactions.     A  sub- 
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ject  catalogue  was  prepared  in  1891  for  use  in  the  library, 
but  it  has  not  been  printed. 
Transactions  of  the  Society, 

Laryngoiogical  Society, 

The  Society  was  formed  in  1893  and  soon  began  to  get 
together  a  library  in  its  speciality.  In  1902  an  arrangement 
was  entered  into  with  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical 
Society  whereby  in  return  for  according  to  the  members  of 
the  latter  Society  the  use  of  the  library  for  consulting  and 
borrowing  purposes,  the  books,  marked  with  distinguishing 
labels,  are  placed  on  the  shelves  of  the  Royal  Medical  and 
Chirurgical  Society's  library.  The  chief  periodicals  on  the 
subject  are  included  in  the  collection.  In  1903  a  complete 
type-written  card  catalogue  was  prepared. 

Proceedings  of  the  Society,  containing  the  Hon.  Librarian's 
Report  in  the  January  number. 

Otologlcal  Society,  established  1899. 

The  collection  on  diseases  of  the  ear  which  is  being  got 
together  by  this  Society  is  housed  in  the  Medical  Society's 
premises.  Members  are  entitled  to  borrow  the  books  and 
periodicals.     There  is  a  card  catalogue  kept  up  to  date. 

Transactions  of  the  Society. 

British  Balneological  and  Climatological  Society. 

The  Society  was  founded  in  1895  and  in  1898  the  first 
steps  were  taken  towards  forming  a  library  of  books  on 
balneology,  climatology  and  allied  subjects.  Considerable 
progress  was  made,  and  by  1900  a  special  room  was  hired  for 
its  reception  and  a  catalogue  drawn  up ;  in  this  year  also  a 
bequest  of  about  100  volumes  was  received  under  the  will  of 
Dr.  Samuel  Hyde. 

Journal  of  Balneology  and  Climatology,  containing  the  Hon. 
Librarian's  Reports. 

The  fourth  class,  libraries  belonging  to  Colleges  and 
Schools  of  Medicine,  includes  : — 
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University  College. 

The  medical  library  contains  over  16,000  works  on 
medical  and  biological  subjects,  including  all  the  current 
text-books  and  works  of  reference  required  for  study  or  re- 
search. It  is  made  up  in  part  of  several  separate  collections 
given  or  bequeathed  to  the  College.  The  largest  of  these 
is  the  Sharpey  Physiological  and  Anatomical  Library,  con- 
sisting of  several  thousand  old  and  modern  works  selected 
during  a  period  of  many  years  by  the  late  Dr.  Sharpey  and 
presented  by  him  to  the  College.  The  late  Dr.  Grant,  Pro- 
fessor of  Comparative  Anatomy  in  the  College  from  its 
opening  until  1874,  bequeathed  his  library  containing  a  col- 
lection on  zoology  and  comparative  anatomy,  additions  to 
which  are  made  periodically  by  means  of  property  also  be- 
queathed by  him.  The  surgical  library  of  the  late  Professor 
Beck  was,  in  accordance  with  his  wishes,  presented  to  the 
College  by  his  brother,  and  the  late  Sir  J.  Eric  Erichsen 
presented  the  whole  of  his  medical  library,  consisting  of  880 
books  and  72  volumes  of  pamphlets. 

The  library  is  open  daily  from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  except  on 
Saturdays,  when  it  is  closed  at  i  p.m.  ;  during  vacation  it  is 
open  from  10  to  4,  Saturdays  10  to  i,  except  when  closed 
for  cleaning.  Books  may  be  borrowed  by  members  of  the 
Council,  members  of  the  Senate,  and  the  teaching  staff  of 
the  College.  Students,  though  admitted  to  the  reading- 
room,  may  only  borrow  books  on  the  deposit  of  two  guineas, 
£2  of  which  are  returnable. 

Calendar. 

King's  College.    Faculty  of  Medicine. 

The  medical  library  contains  a  large  number  of  standard 
medical  and  biological  works,  including  all  the  current  text- 
books and  works  of  reference  required  for  either  study  or 
research.  Students  are  allowed  to  take  out  certain  books 
for  home  use.  The  library  is  open  on  week-days  from  10  a.m. 
to  5  p.m.,  except  on  Saturdays,  when  it  closes  at  i  p.m. 

Calendar. 
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St.  Thomas's  Hospital  Medical  School. 

The  library,  which  is  available  for  the  use  of  students, 
has  been  recently  completely  re-arranged  and  re-catalogued. 
It  contains  a  valuable  collection  of  standard  works,  both 
old  and  new.  A  supply  of  current  text-books  is  kept  and 
various  medical  and  scientific  periodicals  are  taken  in. 

Calendar. 

London  Hospital  and  Medical  College. 

The  library  is  free  to  students  of  the  College  and  con- 
tains the  standard  works  in  medicine  and  the  allied  sciences. 
It  is  for  reference  only,  and  is  open  daily  from  10  a.m.  to 
5  P.M.  The  chief  home  and  foreign  medical  periodicals  are 
taken  in,  including  the  **  Thompson- Yates  Library,"  the  gift 
of  the  late  Rev.  S.  A.  Thompson-Yates,  which  consists  of  the 
leading  foreign  periodicals  dealing  with  anatomy,  physiology 
and  pathology. 

Calendar. 

Guy's  Hospital  Medical  School. 

A  new  building  fitted  up  as  a  library  by  Sir  Frederick 
Wills  was  opened  in  1903,  and  the  books  moved  there  from 
the  old  library  which  had  grown  up  gradually  in  connection 
with  the  medical  school.  The  Wills  Library  is  fitted 
throughout  with  fine  carved  oak  bookcases,  containing 
accommodation  for  about  10,000  volumes,  comprising 
standard  text-books,  books  of  reference,  and  the  more 
important  medical  journals.  Between  each  two  bookcases 
is  a  window,  the  cases  themselves  standing  out  at  right 
angles  to  the  walls  so  as  to  form  bays,  in  each  of  which 
is  placed  an  oak  reading-table. 

It  is  open  to  students  from  9.30  a.m.  till  5.30  p.m., 
except  on  Saturdays,  when  it  is  closed  at  two  o'clock.  It 
is  closed  for  the  usual  holidays  and  for  three  weeks  during 
the  summer  vacation.  Application  forms  must  be  filled  up 
for  books  consulted  in  the  library,  while  books  may  be 
borrowed  for  home  reading  on  the  deposit  of  one  guinea, 
returnable  when  the  student  leaves  the  hospital. 

Calendar. 
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St.  George's  Hospital  Medical  School. 

The  library,  which  contains  all  the  standard  works  of 
reference  in  medicine,  surgery  and  allied  subjects  and  many 
of  an  earlier  date  which  are  of  interest  for  the  history  of 
medicine,  is  open  daily  during  the  sessions  from  9  a.m.  to 
5.15  P.M.,  except  on  Saturdays,  when  it  is  closed  at  4  p.m. 
Books  may  be  borrowed  by  the  students  and  staff  of  the 
hospital.  A  new  system  of  classification  is  now  being 
introduced. 

Calendar,     Si.  Georges  Hospital  Gazette,  1906. 

Westminster  Hospital  Medical  School. 

The  library  is  open  to  all  students  of  the  school  daily, 
from  10  A.M.  to  5  P.M.  (Saturdays  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.)  for 
purposes  of  reference.  An  entrance  fee  of  one  guinea  is 
payable,  which  is  reduced  to  half  a  guinea  for  those  entering 
for  only  one  or  two  sessions. 

Calendar, 

Charing  Cross  Hospital  Medical  School. 

The  library  contains  nearly  5,000  volumes,  including  a 
large  number  of  works  of  reference,  the  latest  editions  of  all 
text-books  in  common  use,  and  the  chief  medical  periodicals. 

Calendar. 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  and  College. 

A  library  existed  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  in  the 
time  of  John  Wakerjmg,  otherwise  Blakberd,  who  was 
elected  Master  in  1422,  and  presided  over  the  hospital  till 
i6th  November,  1466.  Only  two  books  of  this  library  are 
known  to  be  in  existence,  both  of  which  are  in  the  British 
Museum.  The  next  notice  of  a  library  is  in  1667,  when  a 
library  was  formed  **  for  the  use  of  the  Governors  and  young 
University  scholars".  No  volume  of  this  library  is  now 
known.  In  1793  the  Medical  and  Philosophical  Society, 
which  afterwards  became  the  Abernethian  Society,  had  a 
library  which  was  ultimately  transferred  to  the  hospital, 
and  became  the  basis  of  the  present  collection.     A  catalogue 
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was  printed  in  December,  1826,  and  in  1865  appeared  the 
first  catalogue  of  the  "Library  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital**.  A  new  catalogue  was  prepared  and  issued  in 
1893. 

The  library  is  free  to  all  students  and  is  used  for 
reference  only.  It  is  open  every  day  from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m., 
except  for  one  week  of  the  Christmas  vacation,  and  for  one 
month  during  the  long  vacation.  It  contains  all  the 
standard  works  in  medicine  and  the  allied  sciences,  with 
duplicate  copies  of  books  in  most  general  use,  and  a  valuable 
collection  of  works  on  religion,  history  and  general  literature. 

Calendar,     Catalogue,  1893. 

St.  Mary's  Hospital  Medical  School. 

The  library  contains  about  3,000  volumes,  including 
works  of  reference,  the  latest  editions  of  all  text-books  in  com- 
mon use,  the  chief  medical  periodicals,  and  the  transactions 
of  the  leading  medical  and  scientific  societies.  New  books 
are  constantly  added,  and  by  arrangement  with  a  medical 
circulating  library  all  the  latest  works  and  newest  editions 
are  available  for  reference.  It  is  open  to  the  students  of 
the  school,  the  hours  being  from  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  on 
Saturdays  from  10  a.m.  to  i  p.m. 

Calendar, 

Middlesex  Hospital  Medical  School. 

The  library  and  reading-room  are  open  to  all  general 
students  of  the  school.  It  contains  an  extensive  collection 
of  medical  works  and  periodicals.  Library  hours:  9  a.m. 
to  5  P.M.,  on  Saturdays,  9  a.m.  to  i  p.m. 

Calendar. 

The  following  places  of  study  for  qualified  men  have 
formed  libraries  for  the  use  of  their  students:  the  Poly- 
clinic, the  North-East  London  Post-Graduate  College,  the 
London  School  of  Tropical  Medicine,  and  the  London  School 
of  Clinical  Medicine.  The  West  London  Post-Graduate 
College  works  in  connection  with  the  West  London  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Society,  q.v, 

30 
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The  above  survey  of  thirty-four  medical  libraries  will 
be  found  to  include  most  of  those  of  any  importance  in 
the  Metropolis,  though  a  few  of  the  smaller  collections  may 
have  escaped  notice.  It  is  based  almost  entirely  on  printed 
information,  and  it  will  be  observed  in  how  few  cases  it  has 
been  possible  to  give  even  approximately  the  number  of 
volumes  in  the  various  collections. 

The  order  of  size,  as  far  as  ascertainable,  is  as  follows  : — 

Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society       about  60,000  vols. 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons    .  over    50,000    „ 

Royal  College  of  Physicians  about  25,000    ,, 

University  College         ....       over     16,000    ,, 
Apparently  in  two  cases  only  is  there  any  attempt  at  classi- 
fication, namely,   in  the  Library  of  the   Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  (main  classes)  and  in  that  of  the  West  London 
Medico-Chirurgical  Society. 


A  SURVEY  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  MOVEMENT 
IN  BRADFORD.! 

By  Miles  E.  Hartley,  Deputy  Librarian,  Bradford. 

BY  a  series  of  letters  on  "  Free  Libraries,  their  Nature  and 
Operations,"  addressed  to  Mr.  Aid.  J.  V.  Godwin  by 
Mr.  James  Hanson,  and  printed  in  the  Bradford  Review  during 
November,  1867,  the  citizens  of  "  Worstedopolis  *'  appear  to 
have  been  awakened  to  the  benefits  of  the  public  acquisition 
of  books,  and  to  have  become  first  interested  in  the  literary 
activity  which  followed  the  passing  of  the  Ewart  Act  in  1850, 
the  Act  of  1855,  and  its  later  amendment  of  1866.  Mr.  Hanson, 
a  Bradford  worthy,  with  whose  name  the  early  educational 
history  of  the  city  must  ever  be  closely  associated,  was  the 
editor  and  printer  of  the  above-named  newspaper,  and  it  was 
greatly  the  result  of  his  strenuous  advocacy  of  the  principle 
of  the  Free  Library  Movement  that  the  Finance  and  General 
Purposes  Committee  of  the  Town  Council,  at  a  meeting  held 
in  November,  1867,  appointed  a  sub-committee  "  to  inquire 
into,  and  report  upon,  the  working  of  the  Free  Libraries  Act 
in  those  towns  in  which  the  Act  is  now  in  force  ".  In  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Hanson  on  the  27th  December,  1867,  Mr.  Aid.  J.  V. 
Godwin  wrote  :  **  Probably  you  may  have  felt,  as  I  have,  that 
while  watching  the  working  of  this  Act  in  other  towns,  there 
might  have  been  difficulties  in  adopting  it  in  Bradford  which 
are  much  lessened  by  the  greater  unanimity  which  now  pre- 
vails as  to  National  Education,  and  very  possibly  the  delay 
in  adopting  it  here  may  prove  to  have  been  a  less  evil  than  a 
premature  and  unsuccessful  movement,  taking  into  account 
the  risks  of  division  and  the  apathy  and  ill-feeling  towards  it 
which  might  have  ensued.  I  will  not  attempt  to  anticipate 
the  report  which  will  no  doubt  shortly  be  before  the  Council." 

^  Prepared  for  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Library  Association,  3rd  to  7th 
Sept.,  1906. 
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The  report  to  which  allusion  is  here  made  was  ultimately 
printed,  and  issued  to  the  members  of  the  Council  in  March, 
1868,  much  interesting  information  of  the  progress  of  the 
movement  at  that  day  having  been  gathered.  At  that  period 
the  Act  had  been  adopted  by  twenty-seven  towns  in  England, 
so  that  the  field  of  inquiry  was  fairly  wide  and  free.  Not 
regarding  the  ante-Act  established  Libraries  of  Warrington, 
Salford,  and  Bristol,  and  their  rival  claims  to  priority,  we  find 
Manchester  standing  foremost  chronologically  amongst  those 
who  had  already  adopted  the  Act — this  in  August,  1852,  as  the 
result  of  a  public  vote  of  3,962  "  in  favour,"  against  40  adverse 
and  retrogressive  individuals.  In  the  same  year,  by  its  special 
Act,  removing  the  necessity  of  a  public  meeting,  Liverpool 
had  established  its  Reference  Library  in  Duke  Street  and,  in 
the  following  year,  opened  the  North  and  South  Lending 
Libraries.  Although  adopting  the  Act  at  the  same  time  as 
the  two  above-named  cities,  the  town  of  Bolton  did  not  open 
its  Library  to  the  public  until  October,  1853. 

In  Yorkshire  we  find  Sheffield  in  the  van  of  the  move- 
ment, giving  acceptance  to  the  Act  in  1853  and  with  its 
Library  available  for  use  some  three  years  later.  Doncaster 
and  Leeds,  following  the  adoption  each  in  the  same  year 
(1868),  opened  their  Libraries  respectively  in  1869  and  1870. 
We  should  also  mention  one  other  Yorkshire  town  with 
priority  to  Bradford — Middlesborough — where  the  opening 
ceremony  took  place  in  July,  1871,  three  years  following  the 
establishment  of  the  Act. 

Act  Adopted. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
Bradford  Special  Committee  of  1868  was  somewhat  in  advance 
of  the  popular  feeling  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
15th  of  March,  1871,  that  the  public  meeting  necessary  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Libraries  Act  was  held,  the  Mayor,  Mr. 
Mark  Dawson,  presiding.  The  resolution  proposing  the 
adoption  was  moved  by  Mr.  J.  V.  Godwin,  seconded  by  Mr. 
(afterwards  Sir)  Jacob  Behrens,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Henry 
W.  Ripley,  later  a  baronet.  The  meeting,  however,  was  not 
without  protesting  voices,  and  fearful  pictures  of  the  people 
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being  driven  beyond  the  borders  of  the  town,  to  escape  the 
payment  of  the  Library  rate,  were  presented  by  the  opponents 
of  the  Act.  Even  at  that  time  the  "  fiction  bogey  "  was  in  a 
healthy  state,  and,  at  the  assembly  referred  to,  was  raised  to 
terrorise  the  advocates  of  the  Free  Library.  Let  it  suffice 
to  say  that  the  feeling  of  the  meeting  was  overwhelmingly  in 
favour  of  the  establishment  of  a  Library,  and,  with  the  re- 
sult of  a  vote  giving  the  legal  power  to  the  Council,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  on  the  13th  of  June  to  carry  the  Act 
into  effect.  They  at  once  proceeded  to  obtain  information 
from  towns  where  free  libraries  were  established  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  carrying  on  the  duties  entrusted  to  them. 

First  Library  Premises. 

An  advertisement  for  suitable  premises  was  issued  and 
these  were  ultimately  met  in  a  suite  of  rooms  in  Tyrrel 
Street,  with  an  entrance  also  from  New  Market  Street,  now 
know  as  Town  Hall  Square.  The  nucleus  of  the  Library 
was  found  in  a  collection  of  13,000  volumes  left  for  sale 
on  the  death  of  an  alderman  of  the  borough  (Mr.  Samuel 
Smith)  and  offered  to  the  Council  for  the  sum  of  £*700.  "  This 
purchase  was  not  effected "  (to  quote  the  statement  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee)  **  until  a  report  had  been  obtained 
from  a  competent  person  as  to  the  value  of  the  books  and  as 
to  their  suitability  for  the  purpose  intended."  By  the  timely 
intercession  of  Messrs.  J.  V.  Godwin,  Joseph  Lund,  and 
Briggs  Priestley,  the  selection  was  secured  intact  for  the  sum 
above  named  and  transferred  to  the  town  for  a  like  amount ; 
the  three  gentlemen,  in  return  for  their  aid,  receiving  the 
thanks  of  the  Council  on  the  12th  of  September,  1871. 

First  Librarian. 

In  reply  to  an  advertisement  issued  for  a  librarian  183 
applications  were  sent  in,  and,  after  consideration,  Mr.  Charles 
G.  Virgo  was  elected  to  the  office. 

Shortly  before  the  time  fixed  for  the  opening  of  the  Library 
it  was  found  that  additional  space  would  be  required  beyond 
that  originally  contemplated,  and  arrangements  were  made  to 
rent  a  further  suite  of  rooms  over  the  premises  already  oc- 
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cupied.  The  specifications  of  patents  and  a  large  collection 
of  Parliamentary  papers,  which  had  formerly  found  housing- 
in  the  store-rooms  of  the  Town  Hall,  were  transferred  to 
the  Library  premises  and  re-arranged.  An  additional  5,000 
volumes  were  purchased  during  the  first  year  and  a  large 
number  of  the  Smith  collection  bound. 

Reference  Library  Opened. 

The  Reference  Library  and  Reading  Rooms  were  in- 
tended to  have  been  open  on  the  ist  of  May,  1872,  but  owing 
to  an  escape  of  water  in  the  rooms  over  the  Library  con- 
siderable damage  to  the  books  was  caused,  and  the  opening 
delayed  until  15th  June. 

The  Committee  of  that  time  and  the  many  supporters  of 
the  movement  in  the  town  must  have  experienced  keen  satis- 
faction when  the  report  published  in  October  following  the 
above  date — a  four  months*  period — showed  that  60,000  per- 
sons had  visited  the  rooms  and  9,000  volumes  had  been  issued 
in  the  Reference  Library. 

Lending  Library  Opened. 

The  Lending  Library  was  opened  on  the  17th  of  February, 
1873,  with  a  collection  of  7,500  volumes,  a  further  number  of 
4,500  being  added  during  the  first  year's  working.  During 
the  first  eight  months  over  2,000  catalogues  were  sold,  the 
readers  numbered  4,200,  and  the  attitude  of  the  public  clearly 
indicated  that  Bradford  was  ripe  for  the  Library  movement, 
and  had  long  been  awaiting  the  benefits  of  the  public  acquisi- 
tion of  reading  matter. 

The  original  collection  forming  the  Reference  Library 
contained  5,800  volumes,  and  the  number  of  books  consulted 
during  the  year  ending  August,  1873,  reached  the  total  of 
28,193. 

Early  Limitations. 

As  we  previously  noted,  the  advantages  and  elevating  in- 
fluences of  the  Library  movement  did  not  lack  appreciation 
from  the  Bradfordians  of  that  day,  and  it  was  soon  evident 
that  the  temporary  premises  in  Tyrrel  Street  were  inade- 
quate to  the  work  of  the  institution  and  the  demands  of  the 
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readers.  **  Of  an  evening,"  wrote  Mr.  John  Priestman,  in 
the  report  of  1873,  "  the  Reading  Rooms  are  often  crowded 
and  the  space  available  for  the  shelving  of  additional  books 
is  very  limited.  In  consequence  thereof,  your  committee 
have  had  under  consideration  the  subject  of  increased  accom- 
modation, but  they  have  not  been  able  to  arrive  at  any  satis- 
factory conclusion.  This  matter,  however,  must  of  necessity 
ere  long  be  dealt  with." 

The  difficulty  was  partially  met  in  the  following  year  by 
the  erection  of  additional  shelving  in  the  Reference  Depart- 
ment, but  even  that  left  the  accommodation  inadequate  to 
the  requirements.  In  this  year  (1874)  the  number  of  ticket 
holders  using  the  Reference  Library  had  increased  to  1,830,^ 
whilst  over  1,000  casual  readers  had  consulted  books  at 
various  times  during  the  twelve  months. 

Scheme  for  New  Building. 

One  of  the  most  important  subjects  which  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  during  the  next  year  (1875)  was 
the  arrangement  for  more  commodious  premises  for  a  Central 
Library.  After  their  careful  consideration, in  conjunction  with 
the  Markets  Committee,  there  matured  a  scheme  to  provide 
rooms  specially  adapted  for  Library  and  Reading  Room 
purposes  in  the  block  of  premises  then  being  planned  for 
the  latter-named  Committee,  and  now  known  as  the  Kirkgate 
Market  Buildings.  The  erection  of  this  imposing  and  ex- 
tensive structure  was  an  undertaking  of  considerable  magni- 
tude, and  necessitated  the  sweeping  clearance  of  a  site  at  that 
time  occupied  by  some  of  the  oldest  property  in  the  town,  in- 
cluding the  Manor  Hall,  then  fallen  to  debased  uses  as  an 
eating-house  and  temperance  hotel. 

Removal  to  New  Premises. 

It  was  not  until  January  of  the  year  1878  that  the 
Committee  were  enabled  to  make  the  grand  removal  from 

^  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  original  means  of  entree  to  the  Reference 
Library  was  by  the  possession  of  a  **  pass  "  in  the  form  of  a  metal  disc,  or  check. 
These  metallic  passports  were  in  vogue  during  the  first  year  of  the  Library's 
history,  and  about  1,000  were  sold.  They  now  rank  locally  as  numismatic 
curios  of  great  rarity. 
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the  Tyrrel  Street  building.  As  a  definite  record  of  the  occu- 
pancy of  those  quarters  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  Refer- 
ence Library  was  closed  on  the  24th  of  November,  and  the 
Lending  Library  on  the  15th  of  December,  1877,  ^^  order  to 
effect  the  change  before  the  expiration  of  the  tenancy  on 
the  31st  of  the  latter-named  month. 

Museum  Accommodation. 

Originally,  it  was  intended  to  occupy  the  whole  of  the  new 
premises  for  Library  purposes,  but  the  want  being  very 
generally  experienced  of  a  suitable  place  to  display  works  of 
science  and  art,  and  the  Committee  being  of  opinion  that  the 
large  hall  on  the  top  floor  of  the  building  was  well  adapted 
for  such  purpose,  his  Worship  the  Mayor  (Mr.  Briggs  Priest- 
ley), at  the  request  of  the  Committee,  convened  a  meeting  to 
consider  the  matter.  This  meeting  was  attended  by  gentle- 
men representing  the  Mechanics'  Institute,  the  Grammar 
School,  the  Church  Institute,  and  the  Technical  School,  as 
well  as  the  members  of  the  Library  Committee.  All  parties 
concurred  in  the  opinion  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  it 
was  desirable  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  provide  a  per- 
manent Art  Gallery  and  Museum,  and  it  was  resolved  that 
the  necessary  steps  should  be  taken  to  promote  such  an  object. 
The  Science  and  Art  Department  of  the  Council  of  Educa- 
tion at  South  Kensington  were  communicated  with,  and 
waited  upon  by  a  deputation.  The  subject  was  received  with 
favour,  and  eventually  arrangements  were  made  for  Sir  Her- 
bert Sandford  to  inspect  and  report  as  to  the  suitableness  of 
the  proposed  Gallery.  This  gentleman  reported  favourably, 
and  the  Committee  having  agreed  to  comply  with  the  con- 
ditions upon  which  loans  from  the  Department  were  granted, 
the  authorities  at  South  Kensington  intimated  that  they  were 
prepared  to  lend  various  objects  of  art  and  also  a  number 
of  wall  cases  containing  samples  of  textile  fabrics.  The 
Committee  learned,  however,  that  in  order  to  secure  a  perma- 
nent display  of  high-class  works  of  art,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  rely,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  local  effort.  A  canvass  was 
made  amongst  owners  of  pictures,  of  other  works  of  art  and 
of  specimens  of  natural  history  and  scientific  objects,  and 
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several  gentlemen  were  found  willing  to  assist  by  lending, 
from  time  to  time,  suitable  articles  for  exhibition.  After  meet- 
ing certain  further  requirements  of  the  South  Kensington  au- 
thorities the  arrangements  for  completing  the  Gallery  were 
made,  and  that  department  of  the  Committee's  work  was 
opened  to  the  public  on  the  28th  of  May,  1879. 

But  later  years  revealed  the  fact  that  whilst  advisable  in 
intention,  and  doubtless  beneficial  in  its  results  artistically, 
this  decision  was  detrimental  to  the  Library  movement,  and 
retarded  the  expansion  of  its  utility  to  the  town.  Not  many 
years  had  passed  before  the  cramped  conditions  of  working 
were  experienced  equally  by  the  staff  and  the  public,  a  state 
of  things  which  continued  and  grew  in  degree  until  the 
general  reconstruction  of  the  departments,  which  occurred 
about  twelve  months  ago. 

Returning  to  our  record  of  the  work  of  the  Library,  it 
may  be  mentioned  that  the  new  accommodation  and  housing 
proved,  for  a  time,  to  be  in  every  way  successful,  and  whilst 
the  progress  of  the  next  few  years  calls  for  no  special  comment 
the  statistics  of  the  annual  reports  record  the  extended 
usefulness  of  all  the  departments  of  the  Committee's  work. 

Fire  in  the  Lending  Library. 

In  April,  1881,  a  lire  arising  in  the  Market  premises  beneath 
the  Lending  Library  placed  that  department  in  considerable 
jeopardy  of  extinction,  but  timely  treatment  on  the  part  of  the 
Fire  Brigade  prevented  that  calamity,  and  the  total  loss  of 
books  and  fittings  was  covered  by  the  sum  of  £450  obtained 
from  the  insurance  offices.  This  misfortune  necessitated  the 
closing  of  the  department  for  about  six  weeks. 

Appointment  of  Second  Librarian. 

Mr.  Virgo,  who  had  occupied  the  post  of  Chief  Librarian 
from  the  adoption  of  the  Act,  received,  in  September,  1884,  the 
appointment  of  Curator  of  the  Queen's  Park  Museum  under 
the  Manchester  Corporation.  This  necessitated  a  rearrange- 
ment of  the  staff,  with  the  result  that  Mr.  Butler  Wood  became 
Chief  Librarian  and  Secretar}%  with  Mr.  H.  L.  Davis  as  the 
Curator  of  the  Art  Museum.     In  the  following  year,  on  the 
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death  of  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Wood  was  appointed  to  the  duaE 
control  of  the  Art  Gallery  and  the  Free  Library. 

Lighted  Electrically. 

Bradford  being  one  of  the  earliest  towns  to  acquire  a 
municipal  electricity  plant,  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  its 
public  institutions  so  lighted  at  a  comparatively  early  date. 
In  the  year  1889  an  installation  to  illuminate  the  Museum 
portion  was  provided,  whilst  a  few  months  later  all  the  rooms 
of  the  Library  and  Museum  premises  were  electrically  lighted, 
with  the  double  advantage  of  comfort  to  the  readers  and  the 
removal  of  an  element  destructive  to  the  books — coal-gas 
fumes.  We  believe  that  this  was  the  first  municipal  building, 
lighted  by  Corporation  electricity  supply. 

Museums  Act  Adopted. 

So  early  as  1890  the  Council  had  accepted  the  Committee's 
suggestion  that  application  should  be  made  for  Parliamentary 
power  to  raise  an  additional  penny  in  the  pound  for  Library 
and  Museum  purposes,  but,  owing  to  that  body  lacking  a 
favourable  opportunity,  no  progress  was  made  in  the  matter. 
Until  the  above-named  year  both  Library  and  Museum  ex- 
penses had  been  met  out  of  the  income  realised  by  a  penny 
rate,  so  that  the  passing  of  the  Museums  Act  in  1891  was 
soon  appreciated  by  the  Committee,  and  the  necessary  adop- 
tion, in  October,  1892,  having  been  brought  about,  the  long- 
needed  relief  was  found  in  the  increased  income.  Looking, 
back  over  the  annual  cash  statements  of  the  early  "  nineties  *' 
we  see  a  state  of  things  almost  bordering  on  a  financial 
struggle  for  existence.  A  grant  of  ^^500  from  the  profits  of 
the  Gas  Department  helped  to  tide  over  the  difficulties  of  the 
year  ending  March,  1891,  whilst  in  the  two  following  years 
grants  of  ;f  1,000  and  £300  from  the  fund  in  aid  of  Technical 
Instruction  (**  Whisky  Money'')  were  devoted  mainly  to  the 
purchase  of  important  works  of  a  technical  character,  a  much- 
needed  acquisition  in  a  Library  so  greatly  used  by  the  textile 
and  other  students  and  artisans  of  the  town.  These  grants 
were  continued  for  the  next  few  years,  so  that  by  their  aid, 
and  that  of  the  Museum  rate,  the  finances  of  the  Committee. 
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were  again  placed  on  a  satisfactory  basis.  The  income  thus 
realised  was  found  to  be  sufficient  to  the  calls  of  the  depart- 
ment until  the  extension  of  the  city  boundary  in  1899,  when 
a  request  from  the  Library  authorities  to  the  City  Council 
resulted  in  the  insertion  of  a  special  clause  in  a  General  Im- 
provement Bill  then  being  prepared  for  Parliament.  This 
provided  for  the  levying  of  an  extra  penny  in  the  pound  for 
Library  and  Museum  purposes,  and  the  necessary  Parlia- 
mentary sanction  having  been  obtained,  the  Committee  de- 
cided to  call  upon  the  public  purse  for  a  halfpenny  of  the  new 
rate.  This  extra  rate  was  levied  for  the  first  time  during  the 
financial  year  1904-1905.  The  total  income  now  amounts  to 
over  3^11,000  per  year,  half  of  which  is  available  for  Library 
purposes,  the  remainder  meeting  the  expenses  incurred  at 
the  Cartwright  Memorial  Hall. 

Hanson  Memorial  Library. 

By  this  digression  we  have,  however,  anticipated  other 
important  incidents  in  the  history  of  the  Library,  so  we  return 
to  the  year  1895  when  the  Committee  received  a  handsome 
gift  of  the  12,000  volumes  which  had  formed  the  library  of  the 
late  Mr.  James  Hanson,  a  man  whose  public  service  we  have 
previously  noted  in  this  paper.  This  great  collection  was 
offered  for  sale  on  the  death  of  the  owner,  and  was  purchased 
by  Mr.  Councillor  Moser,  a  member  of  the  Library  Committee, 
and  presented  to  the  town  as  a  memorial  to  Mr.  Hanson. 
Some  time  elapsed  before  provision  for  its  reception  could  be 
made  in  the  Library  building.  The  difficulty  was  removed 
in  the  following  year  by  the  transference  of  the  collection  of 
7,000  volumes  of  Patent  Specifications  which  had  previously 
found  shelving  accommodation  on  the  balcony  fixtures  over 
the  News  Room.  A  grant  from  the  Finance  and  General 
Purposes  Committee  of  ;f  100  per  year  enabled  the  Libraries 
authority  to  find  suitable  rooms  in  Baldwin  Lane,  close  to  the 
Darley  Street  premises,  and  the  tenancy  of  this  place  has  been 
continued  to  the  present  time  without  hitch  or  inconvenience 
to  the  public. 
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An  Eventful  Year. 

The  year  1897  was  a  somewhat  eventful  one  in  the  history 
of  the  Library  and  Museum,  inasmuch  as  several  important 
matters  relating  to  their  welfare  received  serious  attention,  the 
most  notable  questions  being  those  concerning  the  better 
public  accommodation  in  the  various  departments  of  the 
Library,  and  the  erection  of  a  new  Art  Gallery. 

Parenthetically,  it  should  be  noted  that  some  ten  years 
previously  Bradford  had  been  within  reasonable  distance  of 
the  acquisition  of  an  institution  to  be  used  for  the  latter-named 
purpose.  Among  the  schemes  for  commemorating  the  late 
Queen's  Jubilee  was  one  having  for  its  object  the  erection  of 
a  new  Art  Gallery  and  Museum  for  the  town,  and  the  late 
Mr.  George  Hodgson,  who  had  on  several  occasions  rendered 
substantial  help  to  the  Darley  Street  Museum,  generously 
offered  to  give,  on  certain  conditions,  the  sum  of  £3,000  towards 
the  object  in  view.  In  consequence,  however,  of  there  being 
several  other  schemes  for  both  Imperial  and  local  objects 
which  called  for  public  support,  the  project  remained  for  some 
time  in  abeyance,  and  finally  fell  through. 

Returning  to  the  year  1897,  ^^  ^^^  ^^e  Committee,  in 
their  Annual  Report,  deploring  the  fact  that  in  the  matter  of 
a  Municipal  Art  Gallery  the  city  was  not  only  hopelessly  be- 
hind most  other  towns  of  equal  status  and  population,  but  was 
outdistanced  by  many  places  whose  population  was  less  than 
half  that  of  Bradford.  A  suggestion  that  an  attempt  should 
be  made  to  provide  an  Art  Gallery  which  should  be  commen- 
surate with  the  requirements  of  the  city  assumed  practical 
shape  some  few  months  later,  when  the  Committee  considered 
the  desirability  of  erecting  a  suite  of  Galleries  over  a  portion 
of  the  proposed  extension  of  the  Market  in  Rawson  Square. 
The  Markets  Committee  were  induced  to  acquiesce  in  the  pro- 
posal, and  considerable  progress  was  made  in  the  matter  of 
architectural  plans  and  designs. 

Lord  Masham's  Gift. 
"  This  scheme,  however,'*  says  the  Annual  Report  of  1898, 
"  was  completely  eclipsed  when  in  May,  1898,  Lord  Masham 
offered  to   the  city,  through  his  Worship   the  Mayor  (Mr. 
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Thomas  Speight),  a  sum  of  ;£4o,ooo  for  the  erection  of  an  Art 
Gallery  and  Museum  for  the  purpose  of  commemorating  the 
achievements  of  Dr.  Edmund  Cartwright,  the  inventor  of  the 
power  loom.  This  magnificent  offer  was  gladly  accepted  on 
behalf  of  the  Corporation,  and  Lord  Masham's  condition,  that 
the  building  should  be  erected  on  the  site  of  his  old  home  in 
Manningham  (Lister)  Park,  was  readily  agreed  to.  In  order 
to  carry  out  the  project  the  Council  appointed  a  Cartwright 
Memorial  Hall  Committee,  and  after  inspecting  the  principal 
galleries  in  the  country,  this  Committee  decided  to  invite 
competitive  plans'for  the  proposed  building.  Lord  Masham 
thus  settled,  once  for  all,  a  question  which  had  long  demanded 
a  solution,  and  in  such  a  noble  manner  as  to  place  the  city, 
as  far  as  Art  was  concerned,  on  a  level  with  the  other  great 
centres  of  industry.*' 

Competitive  designs  for  the  proposed  building  were  invited, 
and  in  response  thereto,  115  sets  of  drawings  were  sent  in 
from  various  parts  of  the  country.  Mr.  Alfred  Waterhouse, 
R.A.,  was  appointed  to  adjudicate  upon  the  designs,  and 
after  careful  consideration  he  gave  the  first  premium  to 
Messrs.  Simpson  &  Allen,  the  second  to  Mr.  A.  R.  Jemmett, 
and  the  third  to  Messrs.  Pite  &  Balfour,  all  of  London. 
The  Cartwright  Memorial  Committee  unanimously  approved 
of  Mr.  Waterhouse's  selection,  and  the  preparatory  work  was 
at  once  commenced. 

Cartwright  Memorial  Hall  Opened. 

In  consequence  oi  a  building  trades  dispute  the  erection 
of  the  Cartwright  Memorial  Hall  progressed  very  slowly,  and 
during  some  periods  of  the  contract  time  work  almost  entirely 
ceased.  The  originally  anticipated  year  of  opening  (1902) 
saw  the  Hall  far  from  completed,  but  with  the  trade  difficulty 
amicably  settled  quick  headway  was  made,  and  under  the 
official  notification  of  the  enforcement  of  penalty  clauses  the 
various  contractors  so  expedited  the  work  as  to  have  the 
building  finished  by  the  time  of  the  Inaugural  Exhibition, 
which  was  held  in  Lister  Park  from  May  to  October,  1904. 
The  opening  of  the  Exhibition  was  performed  by  their  Royal 
Highnesses  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  on  the  4th  of 
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May,  Lord  Masham  a  few  weeks  previously  (13th  of  April) 
having  suitably  inaugurated  the  evening  of  the  Hall. 

Central  Library  Reconstructed. 

The  opening  of  the  Cartwright  Memorial  Hall  brought 
the  long-needed  relief  to  the  staff  and  public  accommodation 
at  the  Library,  and  with  the  large  area  of  the  top  floor  of  the 
buildings  now  vacant  the  Committee  set  to  work  on  the  re- 
construction of  the  various  departments.  Roughly  outlined 
the  alterations  made  were  as  follows :  In  addition  to  the 
removal  of  the  Reference  Library  to  the  above-mentioned 
room,  portions  of  the  floor  were  set  apart  for  use  as  a  Reading 
Room,  a  Magazine  Room,  and  a  Students'  Room — the  last 
named  being  a  much-needed  feature  in  the  work  of  the  Refer- 
ence Department.  By  the  removal  of  the  Lending  Library 
to  the  floor  thus  vacated,  the  staff  of  that  department  at  last 
found  relief  from  the  cramped  conditions  under  which  their 
work  had  been  so  long  carried  on.  With  the  transference  of 
the  Lending  Library,  the  area  of  the  News  Room  was  greatly 
extended,  and  the  additional  floor  space  of  about  120  square 
yards  so  gained  relieved  the  congested  state  of  the  room,  then 
so  common  a  feature  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day.  Space 
was  thus  made  for  the  provision  of  many  additional  news- 
paper stands — a  long-felt  want — and  the  spectacle  of  half  a 
dozen  readers  crowding  around  a  single  newspaper  became  a 
thing  of  the  past.  No  time  was  lost  in  bringing  about  the 
above  alterations,  and  the  frequenter  of  the  Central  Library 
and  News  Room  welcomed  the  change  from  the  old  spacial 
conditions  which,  although  well  utilised,  had  long  been  far 
from  ample. 

The  alterations  were  carried  out  during  the  year  1905 
under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  F.  E.  P.  Edwards,  the  City 
Architect,  from  suggestions  made  by  the  Library  authorities. 
Every  effort  was  made  to  minimise  the  public  exclusion,  and 
the  building  was  not  at  any  time  entirely  closed;  certain 
portions  of  the  premises  only  being  shut  off,  as  necessity  arose, 
during  the  work.  Temporary  News  Room  accommodation 
was  found,  first  in  the  already  finished  Magazine  Room,  and 
.afterwards  in  the  Ladies'  Reading  Room  on  the  second  floor. 
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By  the  above  arrangement  of  the  various  floors,  it  may 
be  noted,  the  Darley  Street  premises  are  at  last  adapted  to 
the  purposes  for  v^hich  they  were  originally  intended  when 
the  building  was  planned  thirty  years  ago. 

By  these  structural  changes  the  classified  shelf  arrange- 
ment of  the  books  in  the  Reference  Library  became  possible. 
Hitherto  the  scheme  of  the  Dewey  Classification  had  existed 
only  in  the  printed  Class  Lists,  the  books  being  retained  in 
their  old  location  as  originally  placed.  Lack  of  shelving 
accommodation  had  prevented  the  actual  arrangement  of  the 
books  being  carried  out  to  its  full  utility  and  effective  end. 

In  the  Lending  Library  it  was  thought  advisable  to  retain 
the  books  under  the  old  open  and  rough  classification  until  new 
editions  of  the  Dewey  Class  Lists  were  prepared  for  the  public. 

By  better  Magazine  Room  and  News  Room  accommoda- 
tion brighter  and  more  hygienic  conditions  pervaded  these  de- 
partments. The  establishment  of  the  Students*  Room,  and  a 
Reading  Room  quite  detached  from  the  Magazine  Room,  gave 
conveniences  and  surroundings  long  sought  by  the  more 
serious  readers  who  had  hitherto  to  tolerate  a  state  of  things 
far  from  conducive  to  closely  applied  study  and  mental  effort. 

Sunday  Opening. 
The  question  of  Sunday  opening  first  came  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
1882,  but,  as  no  decision  could  be  arrived  at,  the  matter  was 
referred  to  the  new  Committee  formed  to  carry  on  the  work 
during  the  following  twelve  months.  These  gentlemen  gave 
the  subject  careful  consideration,  and  sent  to  the  Council  a 
recommendation  in  favour  of  the  rooms  being  opened  to  the 
public  during  certain  hours  of  the  day,  but  the  Council  deemed 
it  inexpedient  to  adopt  the  suggestion,  and  the  matter  was  for 
a  time  **  shelved  **.  Despite  the  holding  of  public  meetings, 
and  protests  through  the  press,  no  concession  of  privilege  was 
made  until  December,  1886,  when  the  Museum,  Reference 
Library,  and  Reading  Rooms  were  open  during  the  hours  of 
2.30  P.M.  to  5.30  P.M.  A  change,  resulting  in  a  considerably 
increased  attendance,  was  made  on  the  4th  of  October,  1888, 
when  the  Sunday  opening  was  timed  for  6  p.m.  to  9  p.m., 
an  arrangement  which  has  remained  to  the  present. 
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Quarterly  Record. 

With  a  view  of  adopting  some  means  of  official  communi- 
cation with  the  great  body  of  readers  who  used  the  Libraries, 
the  Committee  decided  some  seven  years  ago  to  issue  a 
Quarterly  Record^  which  was  intended  to  keep  readers  in- 
formed of  the  latest  additions  to  the  Libraries,  and  to  bring 
before  their  notice  lists  of  books  on  such  subjects  as  may  be 
claiming  public  attention  at  the  time  of  issue.  This  was  first 
issued  in  July,  1899,  and  by  the  help  of  advertisements  the 
Committee  are  enabled  to  distribute  10,000  copies  of  this 
Recordy  free  of  cost,  every  quarter. 

Reading  for  the  Blind, 

The  provision  of  books  for  the  blind  received  the  attention 
of  the  Committees©  far  back  as  the  year  1892,  when  a  collec- 
tion of  eighty  volumes  in  the  Braille  type  was  purchased  as  a 
permanent  stock.  An  arrangement  at  a  later  date  with  the 
National  Incorporated  Lending  Library  for  the  Blind  enabled 
the  Committee  to  effect  a  changeable  loan  of  thirty  volumes 
at  a  time,  and  for  a  period  of  about  two  months  for  each 
instalment  lent.  This  much-appreciated  convenience  con- 
tinued for  a  few  years,  when  the  above-named  Society  found 
it  inconvenient  to  send  out  their  volumes  to  the  provinces. 
After  an  interval,  a  similar  borrowing  arrangement  was  made 
with  the  Manchester  and  Salford  Blind  Aid  Society,  from 
whom  a  supply  of  sound  literature  is  regularly  sent  for  our 
sightless  readers — a  section  of  the  community  to  whom  the 
loan  of  recreative  and  instructive  reading  is  a  matter  of  the 
highest  human  interest  and  civic  duty. 

Branch  Libraries. 

It  was  during  the  year  1874  that  the  question  of  Branch 
Libraries  was  first  raised  in  Committee,  and  after  some  pre- 
liminary negotiations  a  building  at  Bolton  Woods  (an  isolated 
suburb  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  city)  was  obtained. 
About  300  volumes  were  supplied,  but  the  accommodation 
was  offered  gratuitously  by  Mr.  Councillor  Stockdale ;  the 
management  and  all  expenses  attending  the  distribution  of 
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the  books  being  provided  free  of  cost  to  the  Committee.  The 
arrangement,  however,  proved  unsatisfactory,  and  the  low 
appreciation  of  the  reading  facilities  offered  to  the  district 
led  the  Committee  to  end  the  experiment,  and  close  this 
Branch  after  a  trial  of  about  eighteen  months.  But  that 
there  existed  a  demand  for,  or  need  of,  attention  to  the  matter 
of  Branch  Libraries  in  other  parts  of  the  town  was  evident 
to  the  Committee,  and  during  the  same  year  the  advisability 
of  establishing  other  Branches,  and  the  best  means  whereby 
such  object  could  be  effected  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
rapidly  increasing  borough  received  careful  consideration. 

The  Committee,  being  of  opinion  that  the  Board  Schools 
might,  with  economy,  be  utilised  for  the  purpose,  communi- 
cated with  the  School  Board  on  the  subject,  in  the  hope  that 
arrangements  could  be  effected  for  carrying  out  the  object 
in  view.  The  Board  was  favourably  disposcfd  towards  the 
scheme,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  School  Manage- 
ment Committee  for  consideration,  with  an  instruction  to 
facilitate  in  all  possible  ways  the  desire  of  the  Free  Library 
authorities.  Matters  of  rental,  lighting,  etc.,  were  amicably 
arranged  with  the  School  Board,  and  Lending  Libraries,  for 
evening  service  only,  were  later  established  in  the  Board 
Schools  at  Whetley  Lane  (25th  Aug.,  1875),  Barkerend 
(i8th  Sept.,  1876),  Bowling  Back  Lane  (25th  Sept.,  1876), 
and  Ryan  Street  (2nd  Oct.,  1876).  Portions  of  the  Con- 
gregational Schools  at  Great  Horton  were  also  rented  as  a 
Lending  Library  and  Reading  Room,  and  opened  on  27th 
November,  1875.  This  Branch  was  opened  experimentally 
from  10  A.M.  to  9.30  P.M.,  with  a  mid-day  break  of  two 
hours,  but  not  being  sufficiently  used  it  was  placed  on  a 
similar  footing  to  the  evening  Branches  in  the  Board  Schools. 

Application  to  the  School  Board  was  made  at  a  later  date 
for  further  permission  to  extend  the  usefulness  of  the  Branches 
by  way  of  establishing  Reading  Rooms  in  the  premises  then 
used  as  Lending  Libraries.  A  satisfactory  arrangement  to 
that  end  was  arrived  at,  the  room  at  Whetley  Lane  being 
opened  on  the  9th  of  February,  1880,  and  that  at  Barkerend 
on  the  20th  of  November,  1882.  Following  the  presentation 
of  a  petition  from  the  ratepayers,  asking  for  the  establish- 

31 


43^  The  Library  Association  Record, 

ment  of  a  Branch  at  Bradford  Moor,  the  Committee  met 
their  request,  and  on  ist  May,  1882,  duly  opened  such  a  con- 
venience in  the  Bradford  Moor  Board  School  premises.  The 
removal,  in  March,  1883,  of  the  Bowling  Branch  to  premises 
connected  with  the  Congregational  Chapel  in  Essex  Street 
enabled  the  Committee  to  provide  Reading  Room  accommoda- 
tion for  both  sexes,  this  more  convenient  place  being  opened 
on  the  4th  April,  1883.  The  Branch  next  in  order  of  estab- 
lishment was  that  at  Manningham.  Having  completed 
arrangements  with  the  Trustees  for  the  transfer  of  the  Back 
Lane  School  as  a  gift  to  the  Corporation,  the  Library  Com- 
mittee proceeded  to  make  the  necessary  alterations  for  the  use 
of  the  building  as  a  Lending  Library  and  Reading  Room  and 
opened  it  to  the  public  on  the  24th  of  October,  1883,  with  a 
collection  of  2,450  volumes.  With  the  exception  of  the  Great 
Horton  Library  (tested  experimentally)  this  was  the  first  of  the 
Branches  to  be  opened  during  the  whole  day.  The  Whetley 
Lane  Branch,  which  had  hitherto  served  both  the  Manning- 
ham  and  Girlington  districts,  was  removed  to  new  premises 
in  Kensington  Street,  and  renamed  the  Girlington  Branch 
Library,  the  opening  ceremony  taking  place  on  the  31st  of 
July,  1884.  The  next  year  saw  the  removal  of  the  Bradford 
Moor  Branch  to  more  commodious  premises  in  Planetrees 
Road,  the  rooms  being  opened  by  the  Mayor  on  the  nth  of 
May,  1885.  In  the  same  year  better  accommodation  in  the 
West  Bowling  district  was  made  by  way  of  an  arrangement 
with  the  Baths  Committee.  In  their  scheme  for  the  erection 
of  Public  Baths  in  Manchester  Road,  architectural  allowance 
was  made  for  a  large  Reading  Room  and  Lending  Library, 
with  the  result  that  on  the  completion  of  the  building  the 
Library  Committee  took  possession  of  that  portion  of  the 
premises.  Several  hundred  volumes  were  purchased,  and  the 
books  from  the  neighbouring  school  in  Ryan  Street  were 
transferred,  along  with  a  collection  of  volumes  from  the  Old 
Bowling  Lane  Mechanics'  Institute,  the  whole  conjointly 
forming  the  new  Manchester  Road  Branch  Library  which 
was  opened  on  the  ist  of  January,  1887.  As  at  Manningham, 
this  Library  was  opened  as  an  **all  day"  Branch. 

The  demand   for  Branch   Libraries  continued,  and   the 
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pressing  claims  of  several  localities  had  to  be  met  by  the 
Committee's  frequent  plea  of  inadequacy  of  funds.  In  re- 
sponse to  a  deputation  from  the  district  a  small  Branch  was, 
however,  established  at  Allerton,  and  opened  on  29th  August, 
1889. 

After  an  existence  of  twenty  years  the  service  of  the 
Committee  consisted  of  a  Central  and  eight  Branch  Lib- 
raries, seven  of  the  latter  having  attachments  in  the  way  of 
separate  reading-rooms  for  men  and  women.  The  recorded 
number  of  visits  to  these  rooms  for  the  year  1890  was  con- 
siderably over  half  a  million,  whilst  the  total  issues  from  the 
Branch  lending  departments  reached  nearly  260,000.  With 
such  close  appreciation  of  their  work  and  efforts,  the  Com- 
mittee must  have  felt  keenly  their  inability  to  meet  the  de- 
mands for  an  extension  of  the  service,  but  some  six  years 
passed  before  the  matter  could  again  receive  attention,  when 
the  Listerhills  Library  was  formed  and  opened  to  the  public 
on  the  7th  of  October,  1895.  Through  the  liberality  of  the 
Gas  Committee,  who  voted  ;f30o  from  their  profits,  the 
locality  of  Bolton  Woods  was  next  enabled  to  obtain  a  Branch 
Library.  This  was  opened  on  the  12th  of  October,  1897.  As 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  pages  a  small  Library  had  been 
established  in  this  neighbourhood  some  twenty-three  years 
previously,  but  closed  after  a  short  period  of  trial.  The 
population  had,  however,  in  the  meantime  greatly  increased, 
and  at  the  opening  of  the  new  Branch  such  a  convenience 
had  long  been  needed.  In  the  same  year  the  Otley  Road 
Library  premises  were  closed  as  such,  the  quarters  of  the 
Branch  being  transferred  to  more  commodious  rooms  in  Albert 
Street,  and  reopened  on  the  20th  of  December,  1897. 

With  the  extension  of  the  city  boundary  in  1899,  in- 
creasing demand  for  reading  facilities  came  from  the  outlying 
districts,  and  deputations,  with  this  aim  in  view,  were  re- 
ceived by  the  Committee  from  Idle,  Thornton,  and  Tong. 
Other  localities,  too,  raised  their  claims  for  attention,  but 
although  the  rateable  value  of  the  city  had  increased,  with 
a  consequent  addition  to  the  income  of  the  Committee,  it 
was  felt  that  great  caution  and  discrimination  should  be 
exercised  in  the  response,  so  as  to  result  in  an  equitable 
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adjustment  of  the  difficulty.  In  the  first-named  place  suit- 
able premises  were  obtained  in  the  vacated  District  Council 
Offices,  and  opened  on  20th  April,  1901.  The  adjoining 
district  of  Eccleshill  next  received  attention,  a  branch  being 
established  in  the  Mechanics'  Institute  on  the  14th  of  October,. 
igoi,  a  number  of  volumes  having  been  generously  given  by 
the  Committee  of  that  place. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  1902,  the  Wyke  Branch  Library,  in 
the  Church  School,  was  opened  to  the  public.  This  branch, 
originally  used  on  two  evenings  per  week  (Mondays  and 
Thursdays),  is  now  available  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays.  That  the  Committee  was  alive  to  the  further 
necessities  of  the  outer  districts  was  shown  in  the  following 
year  when  they  obtained  from  the  Thornton  Mechanics' 
Institute  Trustees  accommodation  in  their  building  for  a 
branch  library  for  that  locality.  A  collection  of  books  in 
the  Institute  (about  2,500  volumes)  was  transferred  to  the 
Library  Committee,  and  with  an  additional  800  volumes  the 
general  collection  was  opened  to  the  public  on  the  26th  of 
October,  1903. 

The  Wibsey  Branch  Library  was  opened  on  the  5th  of 
September,  1905.  It  is  situated  in  a  building  formerly  oc- 
cupied  by  the  North  Bierley  overseers,  who  have  handed  it 
over  to  the  Library  Committee  for  use  as  library  premises. 
By  an  arrangement  with  the  Public  Baths  Committee  the 
Free  Libraries  authorities  were  enabled  to  establish  and 
open  on  the  22nd  of  January,  1906,  their  latest  Branch 
(Bowling)  in  the  Wakefield  Road  Baths  premises.  In  this 
recently  constructed  building  a  portion  of  the  frontage  was 
architecturally  set  apart  and  furnished  for  lending  library 
and  reading-room  purposes.  The  stock  of  4,300  volumes 
was  transferred  from  the  Bowling  (Francis  Street)  Branch,, 
that  establishment  being  continued  as  a  reading-room  until 
the  expiration  of  the  tenancy  in  August  last. 

Travelling  Libraries. 

The  further  requirements  of  the  outlying  districts  and 
distant  boundary  villages  were  met  by  the  establishment  of  a 
system  of  Travelling  Libraries  in  localities  not  sufficiently 
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populous  as  to  justify  the  expense  of  an  established  Branch 
Library.  These  are  appreciated  and  welcomed  by  the  re- 
sidents, many  of  whom  are  in  neighbourhoods  far  removed 
from  the  centre  of  the  city  and,  until  recently,  quite  away  from 
tramway  track  or  railroad. 

A  collection  of  3,000  volumes  supplies  these  stations,  which 
are  situated  at  Buttershaw,  Greengates,  Heaton,  Hill  Top, 
Low  Moor,  Sandy  Lane,  and  Tong  Village.  With  one  ex- 
ception, these  places  were  established  in  October,  1902,  the 
Hill  Top  Branch  being  more  recently  opened,  in  May,  1906, 
Each  place  is  provided  with  about  400  volumes,  which  serve 
for  a  few  months,  when  a  change  is  made  for  a  collection 
which  has  done  service  at  another  of  the  stations.  With  a 
little  "  ringing  of  the  changes  "  the  general  collection  above 
mentioned  has  served  to  supply  the  needs  of  about  600  readers 
for  the  last  four  years.  The  Travelling  Libraries  are  situated 
chiefly  in  Sunday  School  premises,  and  are  each  open  on  two 
evenings  during  the  week. 

Concluding  Notes. 

With  regard  to  valuable  bequests  and  gifts  of  books, 
Bradford  has  not  been  so  fortunate  as  many  other  cities  and 
towns  in  the  country,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  hand- 
some gift  of  the  Hanson  Library,  previously  mentioned  in 
these  pages,  the  collection  of  practically  the  whole  of  its 
130,000  volumes  has  been  the  result  of  internal  effort ;  of  keen 
watchfulness  for  the  necessary,  useful,  and  appropriate ;  and 
of  careful  discrimination  in  the  outlay  of  a  never  too  copious 
income.  Yet,  without  external  aid,  the  city  has  become 
possessed  of  a  notable  library  of  local  and  county  literature,  a 
most  important  feature  of  which  is  the  collection  of  manu- 
scripts left  by  the  late  Edward  Hailstone,  of  Walton  Hall, 
near  Wakefield.  Mr.  Hailstone  and  his  father  were  both 
connected  with  Bradford,  where  they  practised  as  solicitors; 
their  united  professional  experience  covering  a  period  of 
about  a  century.  During  this  time  they  were  associated 
with  many  of  the  public  institutions  of  Bradford,  and  both 
of  them  had  a  taste  for  collecting  documents  bearing  on 
the  history  and  the  antiquities  of  the  town.     In  this  way  a 
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great  number  of  interesting  papers  and  documents  came  into 
their  possession,  many  of  them  being  originals,  whilst  others 
were  valuable  copies  and  abstracts. 

Another  notable  local  record,  acquired  by  the  Committee 
a  few  years  ago,  is  the  original  manuscript  of  Lord  Fairfax's 
**  Short  Memorial,"  which  describes  the  military  operations 
jn  the  district  during  the  siege  of  Bradford  in  1643. 

Concerning  occasional  donations  the  Committee  have  not 
failed  to  appreciate  the  many  valuable  gifts  received,  at 
various  times,  from  the  British  Museum  authorities,  from 
the  several  British  Government  departments,  and  from  the 
United  States  by  way  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  the 
American  Government. 

The  whole  of  the  volumes  in  the  Reference  department 
are  now  in  a  state  of  transition  from  the  old  conditions  of 
fixed  location  to  the  Dewey  system  of  classification.  This 
has  already  been  applied  to  the  books  in  the  following  classes, 
printed  class-lists  for  the  use  of  the  public  having  been  pre- 
pared: Useful  Arts,  Ancient  and  Modem  History,  Philo- 
sophy, Natural  Science,  and  Sociology.  The  collection  of 
books  on  the  Fine  Arts  is  now  undergoing  similar  treatment. 
With  reference  to  the  Central  Lending  Library,  class-lists 
have  been  published  dealing  with  the  topics :  Biography ; 
History,  Travel  and  Description ;  and  Science  and  Art  (500, 
600,  700  Dewey).  In  the  subjects  **  General  Literature, 
Fiction  and  Poetry,"  the  ordinary  index  catalogue  is  con- 
sidered the  most  suitable  form  of  guide  to  the  book-borrower. 

Most  readers  of  these  notes  will  be  familiar  with  the  story 
of  Bradford's  pioneer  work  in  the  card-charging  methods,  the 
system  having  been  established  thirty-three  years  ago.  A 
description  of  its  working  will  be  found  in  Mr.  J.  D.  Brown's 
Manual  of  Library  Economy  and  also  in  the  same  author  s 
Library  Appliances, 

Of  the  future  policy  of  the  Committee  with  regard  to 
school  libraries  and  special  juvenile  collections,  much  will 
depend  upon  the  discussions  heard  and  the  impressions  made 
at  the  present  Conference.  So  far  as  the  Council  Schools  are 
concerned,  the  authorities  have  always  been  assured  that  the 
small  libraries  provided  by  the  City  Council,  or  the  late  Board, 
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in  each  school  under  their  direct  control,  have  been  sufficient 
for  the  needs  of  the  scholars  as  literature  supplementary  to 
their  daily  studies.  Following  its  school  days,  youthful  Brad- 
ford has  not  been  neglected  by  the  Free  Libraries  Committee, 
and  a  proportionate  supply  of  healthy  and  helpful  literature 
has  always  been  intermixed  amongst  the  instalments  of  new 
books  sent  out  to  the  various  lending  libraries. 

In  conclusion,  we  may  assure  the  Association  that  its  visit 
to  Bradford  will  give  a  fillip  to  ^.  service  of  Public  Libraries 
already  well  appreciated  by  its  290,000  inhabitants.  We 
venture  further  to  say  that  from  our  go-ahead  city,  on  whose 
scroll  of  fame  and  progress  are  indelibly  written  such  names 
as  Forster,  Oastler,  Lister  and  Salt,  the  members  of  the 
Association  will  depart  with  the  experience  that  in  all  matters 
which  affect  the  moral  enlightenment,  culture  and  social 
well-being  of  its  people  Bradford  lags  not  in  the  march  of 
progress,  and  can  never  fall  into  ways  inert  and  indolent  so 
long  as  it  remembers  its  civic  motto,  **  Labor  omnia  vincit  ". 


THE  VALUE  OF  ANNOTATION  IN   CATALOGUES 
AND  BOOK  LISTS.1 

By  Edward  Green,  Librarian,  Akroyd  Park   Library, 
Bankfield,  Halifax. 

THE  increasing  importance  attached  to  the  educational 
side  of  public  library  work  calls  for  considerably  more 
energy  and  ability  on  the  part  of  librarians  than  was  formerly 
considered  necessary.  Therefore  the  time  has  now  arrived 
when  we  must  revise  old  methods,  discarding  many  in  order 
to  further  the  objects  we  all  have  in  view.  In  the  past  we 
have  been  too  much  concerned  with  the  care  or  safe  keeping 
of  books,  and  not  sufficiently  anxious  about  making  their  con- 
tents known  to  our  readers.  The  missionary  spirit,  which 
Canon  Barnett  referred  to  a  while  ago,  has  not  been  enough 
in  evidence ;  there  has  been  a  too  keen  striving  after  the 
building  up  of  big  issues,  irrespective  of  the  quality  of  books 
read,  and  an  over-estimate  of  the  average  reader's  knowledge 
of  books  and  capacity  for  making  the  best  use  of  them. 

In  no  department  of  our  work  has  lack  of  enterprise  been 
more  noticeable  than  in  the  production  of  catalogues,  book 
lists  and  other  literary  aids.  For  a  long  time  the  majority 
of  public  libraries  attempted  nothing  better  than  the  provision 
of  alphabetical  or  dictionary  catalogues  of  authors,  subjects 
and  titles,  these  containing  merely  the  bare  information 
contained  on  the  title-pages,  which,  I  venture  to  suggest,  is 
wholly  insufficient  to  develop  the  educational  usefulness  of  a 
library.  Such  catalogues  are  not  even  as  useful  to  the  average 
reader  as  a  grocer's  price  list  is  to  the  average  housewife,  for 
in  the  latter  case  she  does  know  something— often  a  great 

^  Read  at  a  meeting  of  the  Northern  Counties  Library  Association  at  Carlisle 
on  28th  March,  1906. 
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deal — about  the  commodities  listed,  whereas  the  public  libraiy 
reader  in  many  cases  has  never  even  heard  the  titles  of  some 
of  the  volumes  catalogued.  My  plea,  then,  is  for  more  de- 
scriptive cataloguing  or  annotation.  I  am  aware  that  several 
of  our  more  energetic  brethren  in  the  profession  have  already 
recognised  the  exceeding  value  of  such  work,  but  with  most 
librarians  it  is  a  recent  development  and  hardly  within  the  pale 
of  universal  adoption.  My  paper,  as  you  are  aware,  is  the 
outcome  of  a  few  remarks  at  the  last  meeting.  Then  the  value 
of  annotation  was  referred  to,  and  strange  to  say,  amongst  a 
fairly  representative  meeting,  no  one  had  a  word  to  say  in 
favour  of  it.  It  seemed  to  me  that  the  meeting  exhibited  a 
far  too  satisfied  air  with  things  as  they  are,  which  is  certainly 
to  be  deplored,  seeing  the  great  possibilities  attaching  to 
public  library  work  where  enthusiasm  and  enterprise  are  dis- 
played. I  trust,  therefore,  that  my  paper  will  be  provocative 
of  discussion,  especially  amongst  the  younger  members  of  the 
profession,  those  who,  as  yet,  are  only  qualifying  for  librarian- 
ship,  and  who  in  the  future  will  have  to  carry  forward  those 
important  functions  municipal  libraries  will  most  certainly 
be  called  upon  to  fulfil. 

In  looking  over  one  of  the  best  examples  of  dictionary 
catalogues  I  am  acquainted  with,  the  following  entries  appear, 
which  I  think  most  of  you  will  agree  are  quite  insufficient — 
viewed  from  the  average  reader's  standpoint — and  just  lack 
those  explanatoiy  notes  necessary  to  make  them  intelligible. 
The  first  is  an  entry  under  title,  and  runs,  Best  of  Everything, 
by  Philp.  As  it  stands  it  is  not  only  puzzling  but  tantalising, 
suggesting,  as  it  may,  to  the  fertile  mind  a  variety  of  topics. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  a  book  of  recipes,  which  information 
is  duly  furnished  under  the  author's  name.  In  this  catalogue 
a  reader  must  generally  refer  from  title  to  author  to  get  a  fair 
idea  of  a  book's  subject-matter.  But  this  procedure  does 
not  in  every  case  mend  matters,  for  I  find  in  the  same  cata- 
logue an  entry,  Better  Days  for  Working  People,  which  is 
identical  under  both  author  and  title.  What  can  a  reader 
make  of  it  ?  It  might  be  a  volume  on  social  conditions,  on 
theology,  or  in  fact  anything.  In  the  same  way  A  Lifers 
Decision,  by  Allies,  conveys  nothing  definite,  and  the  same 
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may  be  said  of  the  entry,  Our  Brothers  and  Sons,  by  Reaney. 
All  these  entries  stand  in  need  of  some  explanatory  note.  A 
further  entry,  Attic  Life  and  Manners,  might  to  the  average 
reader  suggest  a  discourse  on  garrets  instead  of  on  Greeks.  A 
few  more  examples  taken  from  other  catalogues  illustrate 
the  need  for  intelligent  book  description.  In  one  of  these 
catalogues — which  in  the  main  is  a  good  one  of  its  kind — 
Carlyle*s  Past  and  Present  and  Sartor  Resartus  appear  with 
the  bare  titles  only.  To  any  but  book-lovers,  and  those  with 
a  fairly  good  knowledge  of  Carlyle,  annotation  is  necessary. 
Two  other  entries.  Our  Inheritance  and  The  Book  of  Noodles, 
leave  plenty  of  room  for  speculation  as  to  their  contents.  In 
another  catalogue  I  find  such  bald  entries  as  Bad  Times,  by 
A.  R.  Wallace,  Turbans  and  Tails,  by  Bamford,  New  Studies 
in  Old  Subjects,  Discussions  and  Arguments,  Foundations,  and 
A  Forbidden  Land,  all  of  which  give  no  clue  whatever  to  their 
contents.  From  yet  another  catalogue  I  take  the  following : 
Dallas,  E.  S.,  The  Gay  Science,  In  the  Light,  by  Seeley,  Under 
the  Blue  Sky,  An  Unrequited  Love,  by  Nobel.  The  first-named 
is  concerned  with  art  criticism,  but  no  information  to  that 
effect  appears  in  the  catalogue.  These  examples  serve  to 
show  how  readers  are  catered  for  in  some  quarters,  A 
further  instance  where  annotation  would  have  been  beneficial 
is  provided  in  the  case  of  a  reader — an  enthusiastic  student 
of  entomology — who  selected  from  the  catalogue  a  book 
entitled  London  Insects,  only  to  find  it  related  not  at  all  to  his 
favourite  study,  but  dealt  with  the  child-life  of  London  slums. 
In  contrast  to  the  foregoing  I  propose  to  submit  some 
annotated  entries.  Taking  first  a  volume  with  a  fairly 
descriptive  title,  it  will,  I  think,  be  seen  that  the  entry  of 
this  book  is  yet  improved  by  annotation.  I  refer  to  Joseph 
McCabe's  Twelve  Years  in  a  Monastery,  and  the  note  would 
be  that  it  is  **  mainly  a  criticism  of  the  Romish  system,  by 
a  seceder  '*.  This  note,  brief  as  it  is,  considerably  amplifies 
the  title.  Again,  Brierley's  The  Common  Life,  without  any 
explanatory  note,  is  vague,  but  even  a  quotation  from  the 
preface  stating  that  the  author  '*  attempts  to  re-handle  the 
religious  raw  material  as  contained  in  the  human  daily 
experience,  with  the  conviction  that  the  common  life,  im- 
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partially  and  comprehensively  studied,  will  yield  an  irresist- 
ible argument  for  faith,  hope  and  love,"  at  once  gives  a 
better  idea  of  the  book's  nature.  Take  for  another  example 
Percy  Alden's  The  Unemployed,  which  would  appear  in  most 
library  catalogues  where  annotation  is  not  practised  with 
the  bare  author,  title,  date  and  number  only.  Such  an 
entry  supplemented  by  a  concise  note  stating  that  the  author 
advocates  the  establishment  of  a  Government  Department^ 
farm  and  labour  colonies,  grants  to  trade  unions'  unemployed, 
a  shorter  working  day,  etc.,  is  rendered  of  infinitely  greater 
value  to  readers.  Again,  the  catalogue  entry  of  Angus 
McKay's  The  Brontes:  Fact  and  Fiction,  is  considerably  im- 
proved by  the  information  that  it  is  largely  an  adverse  criticism 
of  Dr.  Joseph  Wright's  volume,  The  Brontes  in  Ireland,  but 
also  contains  a  most  interesting  chapter  for  Bronte  students 
on  Charlotte's  admiration  for  her  tutor,  M.  H^ger.  In  the 
case  of  a  work  on  naturalistic  photography,  to  be  found  in 
many  libraries,  I  am  informed  on  good  authority  that  the 
author  recanted  the  whole  of  his  arguments.  Surely  in  this 
instance  annotation  is  not  only  desirable  but  indispensable. 
And  not  only  is  it  with  non-fictional  works  that  annotation 
is  desirable.  As  every  librarian  is  aware,  the  majority  of 
fiction  readers  at  public  libraries  possess  only  a  very  super- 
ficial knowledge  of  books  and  authors.  I  believe  in  many 
cases  Mrs.  Henry  Wood  is  read  because  of  the  reader's 
ignorance  of  the  merits  of  such  authors  as  Kingsley, 
Thackeray,  Scott,  Stevenson,  Merriman,  and  a  host  of 
others  equally  good.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  readers 
have  been  left  too  much  to  their  own  sweet  will  in  book 
selection,  and  not  enough  has  been  done  to  educate  them  as 
to  the  contents  of  books  and  those  most  worth  reading. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enter  at  any  length  on  fiction  annotation^ 
but  a  few  illustrations  will  no  doubt  be  useful.  An  example 
that  readily  occurs  to  me  is  Charles  Dickens'  Tale  of  Two  Cities, 
which,  catalogued  in  the  ordinary  way,  is  not  specially  attractive 
to  readers.  A  brief  note  stating  that  the  two  cities  are  Paris 
and  London,  and  that  the  book  is  a  powerful  story  of  the 
French  Revolution,  at  once  arouses  interest,  and  may  en- 
courage  many  readers  to  read  it,  and  also  to  study,  through 
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more  serious  works,  the  topic  dealt  with.  Again,  Kingsley's 
Alton  Locke  and  Yeast  can  offer  no  particular  attraction  except 
the  reader  knows  something  of  them  beyond  the  title ;  yet 
very  brief  annotations  make  either  book  known  and  eagerly 
sought  after  by  the  type  of  reader  we  have  chiefly  to  deal  with. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  multiply  examples,  but  I  believe,  having 
in  view  the  very  limited  book  knowledge  the  majority  of 
public  library  readers  possess,  that  fiction  annotation  may 
prove  an  important  factor  towards  a  better  appreciation  and 
use,  not  only  of  novels  and  romances,  but  in  course  of  time 
those  other  forms  of  literature  it  is  our  aim  to  circulate. 
How  far  annotation  should  go,  and  how  it  should  be  carried 
out,  demands  some  consideration.  In  the  first  place,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  should  be  mainly  "  descriptive,*'  that  is,  the 
making  known  of  a  book's  contents.  Criticism,  if  indulged 
in  at  all,  should  be  strictly  subordinated  to  description,  for 
the  chief  information  readers  want  is  some  idea  as  to  subject- 
matter.  Then  if  criticism  is  introduced  there  is  always 
danger  of  the  annotator  inflicting  his  own  personal  tastes 
and  opinions,  which  in  many  cases  will  be  contrary  to  those 
of  his  readers.  For  this  reason  criticism,  except  of  a  very 
general  nature,  is  best  left  alone. 

In  the  preparation  of  annotations  much  skill  is  required. 
Even  when  it  is  only  a  case  of  selecting  sentences  from  some 
review  or  literary  journal  nice  discrimination  is  necessary, 
and  in  many  cases  condensing  and  recasting  of  information 
will  be  required,  all  of  which  calls  for  ability  to  do  neatly  and 
successfully.  Only  those  who  have  attempted  the  kind  of 
work  have  any  idea  of  the  labour  involved  in  trying  to  de- 
scribe in  a  couple  of  lines  or  so  the  theme  of  a  book.  But 
whatever  the  labour  involved  it  is  certainly  productive  labour, 
judging  by  the  better  use  made  of  books  selected  from 
annotated  lists.  My  own  practice  of  annotation,  so  far,  has 
been  chiefly  confined  to  lists  of  additions  published  in  the 
local  press,  and  the  results  have  proved  entirely  satisfactory. 
I  am  quite  aware  that  to  carry  out  the  work  on  any  extensive 
scale  is  somewhat  difficult  in  view  of  the  present  limitations  of 
public  library  funds,  and  the  small  number  of  skilled  assistants 
capable  of  undertaking  the  work  it  is  possible  to  employ  in 
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consequence  of  those  limitations.  But  is  it  not  likely  that  as 
the  value  of  such  work  becomes  more  generally  recognised 
by  library  committees  and  readers  generally,  those  financial 
limitations  may  be  removed?  Personally,  I  am  optimistic 
that  if  we  only  use  every  effort  to  make  our  libraries  of  real 
service  the  means  will  not  be  lacking  for  carrying  the  work 
forward.  In  the  meantime,  I  would  urge  upon  librarians, 
and  more  especially  those  in  charge  of  indicator  libraries — 
where  readers  rely  almost  altogether  on  the  catalogue  for 
book  selection — that  annotation,  even  if  only  practised  on  a 
small  scale,  in  the  preparation  of  occasional  lists,  etc.,  is  one 
of  the  best  and  surest  means  of  popularising  and  increasing 
the  educational  value  of  their  libraries. 


PROFESSIONAL  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 

British. 

Library  World  and  Book  Selector  (July). 

Editorial :  The  importance  of  book  selection. 

6i.  Sayers  (W.  C.  B.). — A  library  council. 

The  book  selector. 

Select  Bibliographies :  Gardening. 

6i.  The  writer  tells  of  a  library  where  the  librarian  meets  the  sub- 
librarian and  the  librarians  in  charge  of  the  various  departments  and 
branch  libraries  in  a  "  Library  Council "  once  a  month  for  an  informal 
discussion  of  matters  arising  in  the  course  of  work.  Suggestions  of  topics 
for  discussion  are  invited  from  any  member  of  the  council  and  there  is 
no  finality,  questions  being  discussed  again  and  again  if  new  facts  of  in- 
terest have  come  to  light.  The  general  results  of  the  discussion  are  re- 
corded. 
Library  Assistant  (August). 

Visit  to  Claydon. 

Stephen  (G.  A.). — Notes  on  materials  for  library  book-binding. 

The  Library  (July). 

DoBSON  (Austin). — Richard  Gamett :  verses. 

Richard  Gamett :  Reminiscences  and  notes  by  G.  K.  Fortescue  and 
others. 

Hill  (Alex.). — Responsibility  for  the  public  taste. 

Redgrave  (G.  R.)— The  Lady  Dilke  gift  to  the  National  Art  Library. 

Axon  (W.  E.  A.). — On  Christian  captive  indulgences. 

Sheavyn  (Ph.). — Patrons  and  professional  writers  under  Elizabeth 
and  James  L 

Lee  (E.). — Recent  foreign  literature. 
Book-Lover's  Magazine. — Vol.  vi.,  Pt.  4. 

Hamel  (F.). — The  history  and  development  of  the  book-marker 
{illustrated). 

Straus  (K.). — The  historical  aspects  of  fine  printing. 

Eraser  (G.  M.). — Some  notable  literary  deceptions. 

Melville  (L.). — Some    modern   English   illustrators.    IL     (illus- 
trated). 

Reviews. 

American. 

Public  Libraries  (July). 

62.  Pollard  (A.  A.). — The  business  end  of  a  library. 

BuRNiTE  (C.).— Good  and  poor  books  for  boys  and  girls. 

MiLNER  (A.  v.). — Inexpensive  sources  for  small  libraries. 

Dana  (J.  C). — Periodicals  for  a  small  library. 

62.    The  writer    points  out  that   a  present-day  librarian   should 
possess  good   business  qualifications.     "He   should   buy  books   that 
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are  accepted  as  good  and  useful  reading,  and  also  some  of  the  books 
that  the  people  are  asking  for  every  day,  unless  they  are  inane  or  vicious." 
All  criticism  should  be  met  squarely  with  a  view  to  determine  whether 
it  is  merited  or  not.  The  librarian  should  investigate  the  grievances 
that  arise,  and  while  dealing  with  the  source  of  the  trouble,  so  far  as  the 
patron  is  concerned,  should  apologise  when  the  library  is  in  fault.  He 
should  see  that  contracts  for  work,  supplies,  material,  etc.,  are  properly 
carried  out,  and  records  should  be  kept  of  all  business  transactions  so 
that  their  history  can  be  looked  up  at  any  time.  In  this  connection  it 
will  be  found  advantageous  to  give  all  orders  and  record  all  decisions 
by  letter  rather  than  by  personal  interview.  Printed  forms  often  come 
cheaper  than  the  time  taken  in  ruling  up  and  writing.  Supplies  should 
be  got  in  small  quantities  until  the  librarian  is  sure  of  what  is  just  right. 
When  this  is  determined  purchases  of  large  quantities  (say  for  a  year 
ahead)  will  save  in  time  and  money. 

Italian, 

La  Biblioftlia  (May-June). 

Olschki  (L.). — Lorenzo  Da  Ponte,  bookseller  and  book-lover. 
Lesca  (G.). — Unpublished  notes  by  Foscolo  at  Cino  da   Pistoia 

{continued). 
Vajna  de  Pava  (E.) — On  a  MS.  of  Dati's  '*  Sfera  '*  and  a  Laurenzian 

MS.  containing  Andalo  di  Negro's  "  Sfera"  (continued). 
BoFFiTO  (G.). — Essay  in  the  bibliography  of  Italian  aeronautics 

(continued). 
Celani  (E.). — Notes,  property-marks,  etc.,  in  printed  books  at  the 

R.  Biblioteca  Angelica,  Rome  (continued). 

Beiffian. 

Revue  des  BibliotfUques  et  Archives  de  Belgique  (May- June). 

Caullet   (G.). — The   binder  with   the    monogramme    I.R.,  Jean 

Ryckaert  of  Ghent. 
Van  den  Gheyn  (J.). — Another  copy  of  the  statutes  of  the  Bogards 

of  Zepperen. 

63.  CuvELiER  (J.). — The  Austrian  archives. 
Bergmans  (P.).— A  letter  of  the  philologist  Achantre. 
Vann^rus  (J.). — Accessions  for  1905  to  the  State  Archive  Dep6t 

at  Antwerp. 
Fairon  (E.). — The  library  of  a  canon  of  Li^ge  in  1614  (concluded).  ^ 

64.  Review  of  Reviews :  The  circulating  libraries   of  the  Ligue  de ' 

TEnseignement. 

63.  The  first  part  of  the  article  is  a  brief  outline  of  what  has  been 
done  in  the  way  of  organising  the  archives  of  Austria.  The  history  of 
the  Imperial  and  Royal  Archives  really  begins  in  1749  when  Maria 
Theresa  organised  the  Haus  Archiv.  Little  more  was  done  until  the 
nineteenth  century.  In  1894  the  matter  was  brought  before  Parliament 
and  an  Archive  Council  appointed  with  consultative  powers.  The 
whole  service  of  State  archivists  has  been  unified  and  every  employ^ 
must  pass  the  State  examination  at  the  Institut  fur  Oesterreichische 
Geschichts-forschung  annexed  to  the  University  of  Vienna,  or  that  of 
Professor  or  Doctor  of  History  or  Law,  but  in  the  latter  case  there  is 
a  supplementary  examination  in  the  sciences  auxiliary  to  history. 
Most  of  the  Ministers  have  now  organised  the  archives  under  their 
charge.  This  has  had  a  good  effect  on  the  territorial,  municipal  and 
diocesan  archives.    These  last  include  not  only  episcopal  records  proper. 
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but  the  archives  of  convents  and  parishes  the  preservation  of  which  in 
their  place  of  origin  left  something  to  be  desired.  The  second  part  of 
the  article  is  an  account  of  the  new  building  for  State  archives  inaugu- 
rated in  1902  at  the  instance  of  Count  Goluchowski,  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs.  It  is  on  the  magazine  or  stack  principle,  but  for  lack  of  space 
the  administration  building  and  the  magazine  are  under  one  roof  with 
a  fire-proof  wall  between.  The  former  is  in  five  stories  and  a  basement. 
On  the  ground  floor  there  is  the  workroom  for  visitors,  of  which 
there  is  another  on  the  second  floor.  The  heating  apparatus  for  the 
whole  building  is  kept  in  the  basement.  The  magazine  consists  of  eleven 
floors,  each  2*40  m.  in  height,  divided  vertically  into  two.  There  are 
two  hand-lifts  on  each  floor  and  one  worked  by  electricity  from  the 
basement  to  the  workroom.  The  shelves  are  at  right  angles  to  the 
windows,  the  corridor  between  shelves  being  1*40  m.  wide  and  that 
between  shelves  and  outside  walls  1*20  m.  The  length  of  the  shelves 
is  4'8o  m.,  each  one  being  subdivided  into  five  compartments.  Along  the 
corridors  tablets  are  placed  bearing  two  numbers,  the  Roman  showing 
the  floor  and  the  Arabic  the  number  of  the  shelf.  The  window  walls  are 
furnished  with  iron  tables.  The  most  important  documents  are  kept 
in  tin  boxes.  There  is  an  exhibition  hall  on  the  sixth  floor  of  the 
magazine. 

64.  This  is  a  review  of  an  article  in  the  Bulletin  de  la  Ligue  de 
VEnseignement,  Details  are  given  of  the  circulating  libraries  sent  out 
by  this  body.  It  has  been  decided  to  lend  these  libraries  gratuitously 
to  any  official  member  of  a  teaching  staff  in  a  municipality  quite  without 
a  public  library  on  condition  that  the  books  are  put  at  the  disposal  of 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  locality  at  least  once  a  week.  The  libraries 
comprise  from  no  to  135  works  of  which  more  than  half  are  novels 
and  tales,  the  remainder  being  travel,  history  and  popular  science. 
The  library  is  lent  for  two  years  and  is  then  exchanged  for  another  if 
the  books  have  been  read  and  well  cared  for.  After  four  years  it  is 
considered  that  the  taste  for  reading  ought  to  be  sufficiently  developed 
for  a  local  public  library  to  be  set  up.  The  advice  is  given  to  librarians 
to  form  at  the  end  of  the  second  year  an  association  of  readers  with 
the  object  of  founding  a  little  local  library.  A  sou  a  month  in  three 
years  will  purchase  a  book  (i  fr.  80),  so  that  then  there  will  be  as  many 
books  as  members,  and  the  library  is  set  going.  Several  associations 
can  arrange  to  exchange  and  thus  get  variety.  If  at  the  end  of  four 
years  no  embr>'0  library  has  been  formed  the  Society  withdraws  its 
help  and  tries  elsewhere.  Forty-three  libraries  are  now  circulating ; 
seventy-seven  rural  communes  have  already  benefited  by  them,  and 
two-thirds  of  this  number  have  founded  local  libraries  in  consequence. 


REVIEWS. 

SANBORN  (Kate).     Old   Time   Wall-papers.     An    account   of  the 

pictorial  papers  on  our  forefathers*  walls,  with   a  study  of  the 

historical    development  of   wall-paper    making    and   decoration. 

Greenwich,  Conn. :  The  Literary  Collector  Press,  1905.     4to,  xiv 

+  116  pp.,  83  plates  (some  col.). 

The  history  of  wall-paper  hangings  is  of  some  interest  to  biblio- 
graphers both  from  the  aspect  of  the  material  employed  and  the  process 
of  its  decoration,  but  the  principal  attraction  in  the  present  volume 
consists  not  in  the  historical  treatment  of  the  subject,  which  is  admittedly 
inadequate,  but  in  the  charming  series  of  reproductions  of  early  wall- 
papers and  in  the  descriptive  text  which  render  this  volume  a  desirable 
acquisition  for  all  libraries  specialising  in  the  literature  of  the  applied 
arts.  The  designs,  whether  landscape,  architectural,  sporting  or  other- 
wise, are  strikingly  difierent  from  those  to  which  modern  designers  have 
habituated  us,  and  in  many  cases  are  well  worthy  of  reproduction.  The 
historical  portion  of  the  work  is  not  entirely  satisfactory  as  the  infor- 
mation is  scattered  throughout  the  work,  but  the  following  references, 
which  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  Rhys  Jenkins,  whose  name  is 
known  to  librarians  in  connection  with  his  valuable  contributions  to 
the  history  of  English  Papermaking,  go  some  way  towards  supplying 
the  materials  for  a  history  of  wall-paper  in  this  country.  Mr.  Jenkins 
writes : — 

**  The  author  mentions  the  *  chamber-hanging  of  pajmtyd  papers ' 
of  a  Kentish  monastery  in  1535,  and  also  the  early  painted  papers  at 
Borden  Hall,  near  Sittingbourne,  described  by  Mr.  Butterfield  in  The 
Artist.  So  far  as  I  am  aware  the  earliest  English  reference  to  painted 
paper  is  found  in  the  statute  of  Richard  III.,  cap.  12  (1483-84),  in  which 
it  is  enacted  that  no  merchant-stranger  shall  import  into  this  realm 
for  the  purpose  of  sale — among  a  number  of  other  articles — any  painted 
paper,  in  pain  to  forfeit  the  same,  or  the  value  thereof,  to  be  divided 
between  the  king  and  the  prosecutor. 

"Turning  to  painted  wall-papers,  the  author  gives  us  the  story  of 
Herman  Schinkel,  of  Delft,  who,  charged  in  1568  with  publishing  books 
inimical  to  the  Catholic  faith,  alleged  that  the  books  had  been  printed 
in  his  absence  and  without  his  consent,  that  he  had  refused  to  deliver 
them,  and  had  cast  them  aside  intending  to  use  the  paper  by  printing 
roses  and  stripes  thereon  for  the  purpose  of  covering  walls.  Reference 
is  made  to  the  flock  hangings  of  Le  Fran9ois  (of  Rouen)  and  of  Jerome 
Lanyer  (of  London),  1634.  I*  has  been  assumed  that  Lanyer  made 
paper  hangings,  but  there  appears  to  be  no  good  evidence  to  this  effect. 
His  patent  refers  to  fabrics  and  leather,  but  makes  no  mention  of  paper. 

**  Towards  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century  the  printing  of  paper 
hangings  must  have  become  an  established  industry  in  this  country. 

32 
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Under  the  date  30th  June,  1699,  Houghton  (A  Collection  for  Improve^ 
ment  of  Industry  and  Trade)  has  a  note  which  is  here  quoted  in  full : — 

'*  *The  next  in  course  is  printing,  which  is  said  to  be  known  in  China 
and  other  eastern  countries  long  before  it  was  known  in  Europe :  But 
their  printing  was  cutting  their  letters  upon  blocks  in  whole  pages  or 
forms,  as  among  us  our  wooden  pictures  are  cut :  And  a  great  deal  of 
paper  is  now-a-days  so  printed  to  be  pasted  upon  walls,  to  serve  instead 
of  hangings ;  and  truly  if  all  parts  of  the  sheet  be  well  and  close  pasted 
on,  it  is  very  pretty,  clean,  and  will  last  with  tolerable  care  a  great 
while  ;  but  there  are  some  other  done  by  rolls  in  long  sheets  of  thick 
paper  made  for  the  purpose,  whose  sheets  are  pasted  together  to  be  so 
long  as  the  height  of  a  room  ;  and  they  are  managed  like  woollen  hang- 
ings ;  and  there  is  a  great  variety  with  curious  cuts  which  are  cheap, 
and  if  kept  from  wet,  very  lasting.* 

"  In  1702  we  find  wall-paper  advertised  in  the  public  papers  :  *  At  the 
Blue  Paper  Warehouse  in  Aldermanbury  (and  nowhere  else)  in  London, 
are  sold  the  true  sorts  of  figur'd  Paper  Hangings,  etc.,  etc.';  and  in  175^ 
Fielding  writes  in  the  Covcnt  Garden  Journal:  *Our  printed  paper  is 
scarcely  distinguished  from  the  finest  silk,  and  there  is  scarcely  a 
modern  house  which  hath  not  one  or  more  rooms  lined  with  this 
furniture '. 

"In  1783  Lady  Newdegate  writing  to  her  husband,  Sir  Roger  New- 
degate,  says,  *  so  that  there  is  not  a  room  papered  *." 

REVUE  GiNERALE  DE  CRITIQUE  ET  DE  BIBLIOGRAPHIE. 

Paraissant  tous  les  mois.    8vo.     Paris:  19  Rue  Servandoni.     12 
fr.  per  annum. 

With  its  July  number  the  Revue  generate  de  Bibliographie  fran^aise 
has  changed  its  name  to  the  above,  but  its  contents  consist  as  before  of 
reviews  of  books,  a  bibliography  of  current  French  publications  and 
lists  of  contents  of  the  principal  French  reviews.  It  keeps  up  its  high 
standard  of  independent  criticism,  and  forms  a  useful  guide  for  those 
desirous  of  keeping  in  touch  with  the  recent  products  of  French 
literature. 


NOTES  AND  NEWS. 

Readers  arc  desired  to  address  communications  for  the  Notes  and  News 
section  (Adoptions,  Benefactions,  New  Buildings,  Notes  on  Library  Practice, 
Appointments,  Obituaries)  to  Mr.  Henry  Bond,  Whitcomb  House,  Whitconib 
Strut,  Pall  Mall  East,  S.IV. 

BENEFACTIONS. 

DUNDEE.— -The  ^ift  of  sites  for  district  libraries  in  the  north- 
eastern and  western  districts  of  the  city  of  Dundee  has  removed  the 
difficulty  which  faced  the  Council  in  connection  with  the  Carnegie  offer. 
The  two  sites  are  the  gifts  of  Ex-Lord  Provost  Barrie  and  Mr.  John 
Robertson  of  Elmslea,  respectively,  and  the  value  of  the  gift  in  each 
case  is  approximately  j£'i,ooo. 

FRASERBURGH.— Mr.  Carnegie  has  consented  to  defray  the 
additional  cost  of  the  library  building  and  furniture  at  Fraserburgh 
amounting  to  ^£'630,  and  thus  increasing  his  gift  to  £Si^^o. 

LIVERPOOL. — Sir  William  Forwood  recently  informed  Mr. 
Carnegie  that  the  Liverpool  Corporation  were  about  to  build  two  more 
branch  libraries  at  a  cost  of  ;^8,ooo  each.  By  return  of  post  Mr. 
Carnegie  stated  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  present  one  of  these 
libraries. 

NEW  BUILDINGS  AND  EXTENSIONS. 

BEVERLEY.— On  the  8th  August  the  Beverley  Public  Library 
was  opened  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Champney,  the  donor  of  the  building.  The 
Mayor  (Mr.  W.  Spencer)  presided  at  the  ceremony,  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Public  Library  Committee  (Alderman  J.  E.  Elwell)  took  part  in 
the  proceedings  which  included  the  presentation  of  the  freedom  of  the 
Borough  to  Mr.  Champney. 

DUBLIN. — Toe  Dublin  City  Council  recently  resolved  to  proceed 
with  the  work  of  building  the  new  public  librar^^  in  Great  Brunswick 
Street,  and  of  extending  the  Charleville  Mall  Public  Libraiy,  the  cost  of 
both  of  which  is  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Carnegie  offer  of  ^£'28,000  for 
the  extension  of  the  library  system  in  Dublin. 

GLASGOW. — The  Parkhead  District  Library  at  Glasgow  was 
formally  opened  on  the  6th  August  by  Bailie  Shaw  Maxwell.  Lord 
Provost  Bilsland  presided  at  the  ceremony,  and  the  Convener  of  the 
Libraries  Committee  (Councillor  Alexander  Murray)  made  a  statement 
in  regard  to  the  libraries.  Parkhead  is  the  ninth  district  library ;  the 
cost  of  the  building  and  furniture  is  jf  7,000. 

KING'S  NORTON  AND  NORTHFIELD.— The  Public  Library 
at  King's  Norton  was  formally  opened  on  the  27th  August  by  Mr.  A. 


456  The  Library  Association  Record. 

H.  Wolseley.  Councillor  E.  A.  Olivieri,  Chairman  of  the  Libraries 
Committee,  presided,  and  the  Vicar  of  King's  Norton,  Canon  Barnard, 
spoke  on  the  advantages  of  administering  intellectual  food  of  the  right 
sort  He  believed  more  harm  was  being  done  in  this  country  by  base 
and  exciting  literature  than  by  drink,  and  all  right-thinking  people 
must  be  indeed  grateful  to  Mr.  Carnegie  for  providing  the  means  by 
which  sound,  wholesome  literature  could  be  disseminated.  This  is  the 
fourth  library  which  has  now  been  erected  by  the  District  Council ; 
three  reading-rooms  have  also  been  opened,  and  there  is  one  library  at 
Northfield  yet  to  be  opened. 

LLANTWITFARDRE.— A  public  library  and  hall  built  by  the 
Llantrisant  and  Llantwit  Rural  District  Council  were  opened  on  the 
25th  August  by  Sir  Alfred  Thomas,  M.P.,  who  delivered  an  excellent 
address  dealing  with  the  growth  and  advantages  of  public  libraries,  and 
with  points  of  local  history.  Mr.  John  Waldron  presided  at  the  ceremony, 
and  Mr.  John  Ballinger,  Cardiff,  was  one  of  the  principal  speakers. 

RUTHERGLEN.— On  the  4th  August  the  memorial  stone  of  the 
Rutherglen  Public  Library  was  laid  with  masonic  honours  by  Ex-Pro- 
vost Kirkwood,  J. P.  The  building  has  cost  about  ;f  7,000,  provided  by 
Mr.  Carnegie. 

SHEFFIELD.— On  the  aoth  August  Hillsborough  Hall,  which 
has  been  transformed  into  a  public  library,  was  formally  declared  open 
as  a  branch  of  the  Sheffield  Public  Libraries  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  Colonel 
Hughes;  Alderman  Brittain,  Chairman  of  the  Libraries  Committee, 
presided  at  the  ceremony. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

WORKINGTON :  Limited  Rate  and  Reduction  of  Staff.— Th^  new 
Carnegie  Public  Library  at  Workington,  Cumberland,  is  not  proving  an 
unmixed  blessing.  After  eighteen  months'  work,  there  is  a  deficit  on  the 
Library  Revenue  Account  of  £/fiy  and  on  the  Capital  and  Furnishing 
Account  of  £2^%  13s.  8d.  The  establishment  charges  and  extra  rates  and 
taxes  have  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  the  Committee,  to  keep 
within  their  income,  were  very  reluctantly  compelled  at  their  last 
meeting  to  give  notice  to  the  two  senior  assistants  (females,  who  have 
had  seven  years'  experience)  that  their  services  cannot  be  retained  after 
the  end  of  this  year. 

This  is  another  instance  of  the  hardship  inflicted  by  the  Penny 
Rate  Limitation.  No  fault  whatever  was  found  with  either  of  these 
assistants  and  the  only  object  is  to  obtain  cheaper  labour. 

BETTING  NEWS.— Abingdon,  St.  Pancrasand  Workington  have 
been  added  to  the  Public  Libraries  whose  Committees  have  decided  to 
obliterate  the  betting  news  appearing  in  newspapers  supplied  for  the 
reading-rooms. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  BILL.— A  Bill  to  amend  the  Acts  relating 
to  Public  Libraries  by  removing  the  existing  limit  to  the  amount  of  the 
Library  Rate,  and  to  extend  their  operation  to  the  counties  of  England 
and  Wales,  is  now  in  proof  form  and  a  copy  would  be  sent  to  any  one 
interested  on  making  application  to  the  Assistant  Secretary,  Whitcomb 
House,  Whitcomb  Street,  Pall  Mall  East,  S.W.  Librarians  should 
not  neglect  to  find  opportunities  of  speaking  to  local  members  of 
Parliament  on  the  objects  of  the  Bill,  and  of  getting  members  of  their 
committees  interested  in  the  matter  also,  the  more  enthusiastic  of  whom 
would  also  approach  the  local  members,  and  this  is  the  most  necessary 
course  to  take  if  the  Bill  is  to  become  an  Act  of  Parliament.     The 
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need  for  such  an  Act  is  very  urgent  in  the  interests  of  the  due  de- 
velopment of  public  library  work,  and  especially  for  the  sake  of  co- 
relating  libraries  with  the  general  educational  machinery  of  the 
country. 

TITLE-PAGE  DATES.— Title-pages  are  not  always  above  suspi- 
cion so  far  as  their  dating  is  concerned,  and  undoubtedly  in  the  case  of 
reference  books  published  in  November  and  December,  the  publisher 
suffers  under  a  strong  temptation  to  disregard  six  weeks  or  so  of  pre- 
liminary sales  and  to  postdate  the  volume  as  of  the  following  year. 
This  is  notably  the  case  with  the  firm  of  Hartleben,  who  have  issued 
a  work,  ^^  Malenkovic — Die  Holzkonservierung  im  Hochbaue".  Actually 
published  in  June,  1906,  this  volume  bears  the  imprint  date  1907. 

VOYNICH  COLLECTION  OF  LOST  AND  UNKNOWN 
BOOKS. — Four  years  ago  Mr.  Voynich  had  on  exhibition  a  collection 
of  books  which  had  not  been  described  by  bibliographers,  and  their 
rarity  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  very  few  of  the  books  have  been  dupli- 
cated since  the  exhibition  was  held.  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  this 
interesting  and  important  collection  has  now,  by  means  of  private  sub- 
scription, found  its  way  into  the  British  Museum.  It  will  also  be  of 
special  interest  to  librarians  to  know  that  Mr.  Voynich  has  presented 
to  the  Library  of  the  Association  two  copies  of  the  catalogue  of  this 
unique  collection. 

WORKPEOPLE  AND  LIBRARIES.— On  the  iith  August  a 
session  was  held  in  connection  with  the  Cambridge  University  Exten- 
sion Summer  Meeting  at  which  there  was  a  joint  conference  of  the 
Workers*  Educational  Association,  and  the  southern  section  of  the 
Co-operative  Union.  Professor  S.  J.  Chapman  of  the  Manchester 
University  presided,  and  said  that  the  value  of  libraries  was  enormously 
enhanced  if  some  provision  were  made  for  instructing  those  coming  to 
the  libraries  in  the  use  of  books,  and  if  classes  were  arranged  to  take 
place  after  lectures,  so  that  some  thorough  study  might  be  undertaken 
by  some  of  the  people  who  made  use  of  the  libraries.  They  needed  to 
learn  to  get  more  value  out  of  the  educational  facilities  already  before 
them,  in  addition  to  getting  additional  facilities  provided. 

Mr.  Frederick  Rogers,  Secretary  of  the  National  Committee  of 
Organised  Labour,  opened  a  discussion  on  "  Libraries  and  the  Educa- 
tion of  Workpeople  **.  He  moved  that "  This  Conference,  representative 
of  working  class  and  educational  organisations,  is  of  opinion  that  the 
education  of  workpeople  may  be  promoted  to  a  great  extent  by  the  use 
of  public  libraries.  It  affirms  that  the  educational  effect  of  public 
libraries  has  been  greatly  enhanced  by  joint  action  with  University 
Extension  centres,  and  other  educational  institutions ;  as  also  by  the 
provision  upon  library  premises  of  frequent  popular  lectures  on  such 
subjects  as  the  value  of  definite  study,  or  the  right  choice  of  books,  or 
the  best  methods  of  making  a  study  of  the  best  authors ;  and  urges  an 
extension  of  these  and  similar  activities.  .  Further,  having  regard  to  the 
educational  importance  of  the  early  acquirement  of  a  correct  taste  in 
literature,  this  conference  emphasises  the  importance  of  directed 
children's  departments  as  features  in  public  library  organisation."  Mr. 
Rogers  said  the  great  feature  of  the  present  day  was  that  not  only  were 
the  working  classes  waking  up  politically,  but  they  were  waking  up 
educationally  too  ;  they  were  realising  what  they  had  lost  through 
their  isolation  from  the  great  thoughts  and  the  great  imagination  of 
the  world. 

Mr.  G.  J.  Wardle,  M.P.  for  Stockport,  seconded  the  resolution,  and 
said  he  looked  forward  to  a  time  when  every  working  man  would  have 
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educational  facilities  equal  to  those  of  any  other  man  in  the  kingdom, 
and  when  he  would  not  be  ashamed  to  do  his  work  because  of  his 
education. 

Other  speakers  followed^  and  Mr.  L.  Stanley  Jast,  Borough  Librarian 
of  Croydon,  and  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Library  Association,  closed  the 
discussion.  He  spoke  of  what  the  Library  Association  had  done  to 
co-ordinate  educational  agencies,  and  said  that  the  conception  of  the 
library  as  a  workshop  was  the  line  on  which  the  best  public  libraries 
were  now  being  administered.  He  also  said  that  the  only  obstacle  to 
the  usefulness  of  public  libraries  was  the  crippling  rate  limit,  and  if  the 
phrase  of  libraries  being  the  people's  universities  was  to  have  any 
reality,  they  must  be  prepared  to  pay  for  them.  The  resolution  moved 
by  Mr.  Rogers  was  carried  unanimously. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Croker  (James). — Mr.  J.  Croker,  a  Printer  and  Booksellers*  Traveller 
of  Bridgwater,  has  been  appointed  first  Librarian  of  Bridgwater. 

Smith  (H.).— Mr.  H.  Smith,  Vaccination  Officer  of  Coleford,  has 
been  appointed  Librarian,  Stroud  Public  Library. 

Wells  (C.).— Mr.  C.  Wells,  Chief  Assistant,  Norfolk  and  Norwich 
Library,  Norwich,  has  been  appointed  Librarian-in-charge  of  the 
Stirchley  Public  Library,  King^s  Norton  and  Northfield  Urban  District. 


OBITUARY. 

SMITH  (John).— We  regret  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  Mr. 
John  Smith,  Librarian  of  the  Leyland  Library,  Hindley,  who  has  repre- 
sented that  institution  on  the  Library  Association  since  1890.  His 
funeral  took  place  on  the  30th  July. 

In  March,  1857,  Mr.  Smith  entered  the  service  of  the  late  Mr.  Caleb 
Hilton,  Town  Clerk  of  Wigan,  and  he  remained  as  clerk  until  November, 
1864,  when  by  a  large  majority  he  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Wigan 
Mechanics'  Institution.  On  the  4th  June,  1889,  Mr.  Smith  tendered 
his  resignation  of  the  office  on  his  appointment  as  Public  Librarian  at 
Hindley,  and  the  following  testimony  of  his  worth  was  subscribed  by 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Wigan  Mechanics*  Institution :  "  Resolved 
that  the  hearty  congratulations  of  this  Board  be  and  are  hereby  tendered 
to  Mr.  Smith  on  his  election  at  Hindley,  and  that  the  Board  with  great 
satisfaction  records :  That  so  far  back  as  1856  Mr.  Smith  was  Assistant 
Librarian  of  the  institution ;  that  in  1864  he  was  appointed  Secretary 
and  Librarian,  and  that  with  an  unbroken  record  of  a  quarter  of  a 
century  he  has  been  the  chief  administrator  of  the  establishment ;  and 
has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  with  uniform  courtesy,  with  great 
conscientiousness,  and  with  a  consistent  regard  to  the  interests  of  the 
institution ;  that  this  Board  sincerely  trusts  that  the  services  of  Mr. 
Smith  in  his  career  now  opened  to  him  may  be  as  useful  to  the  com- 
munity and  as  highly  appreciated  as  they  are  by  the  people  of  Wigan 
and  the  directors  of  this  institution,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
presented  to  Mr.  Smith." 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Library  Association  Record. 
Library  Year  Book. 

Dear  Sirs, 

I  should  be  ^iad  if  you  would  allow  me  to  ask  those  librarians 
who  have  not  yet  filled  up  the  printed  form  sent  to  them  in  June  to  do 
so  at  their  earliest  convenience  and  oblige, 

Yours  truly, 

Thos.  E.  Maw. 
Stanley  Public  Library,  King's  Lynn, 
loth  August ^  1906. 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Library  Association  Record. 

A  Criticism. 

Dear  Sirs, 

In  the  July  number  of  the  Record,  p.  300,  Mr.  Burt  says :  '*  The 
first  halfpenny  morning  paper,  the  Daily  Mail,  was  founded  in  1S96,"  etc. 
Now  the  first  number  of  the  Morning  Leader,  also  a  halfpenny  morning 
paper,  and  a  vcr>'  good  one,  was  dated  23rd  May,  1892.  Moreover,  the 
misrepresentation,  from  whatever  source  it  proceeds,  of  the  Daily  Mail 
as  the  first  halfpenny  morning  paper,  has  often  and  publicly  been  stig- 
matised as  such,  and  I  think  that  a  paper  pledged  to  truth  should  not  print 
untruths  such  as  this.  The  truth  is  the  founder  of  the  Daily  Mail,  like 
the  founder  of  the  Daily  Express  ( 1900),  waited  to  see  whether  it  would  pay 
at  a  halfpenny,  and  quite  rightly  too. 

Yours  truly, 

Ignoramus. 
i^th  August^  1906. 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Library  Association  Record. 

Library  Centralisation. 
Dear  Sirs, 

In  the  issue  of  The  Academy  for  i8th  August  (p.  149,  col.  2, 
par.  3)  there  are  the  following  statements : — 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  centralisation,  if  properly  carried  out, 
would  be  of  immense  advantage  to  the  public  libraries  of  the  kingdofn. 
Ctntralisation  has  been  the  dream  of  many  librarians  for  years  past.^^ 

Is  there  any  justification  for  the  latter  statement  ?  If  so,  how  many 
librarians  arc  in  favour  of  the  national  centralisation  of  public  libraries  ? 
I  am  only  making  a  reasonable  request  in  asking  those  librarians  who 
have  such  ** dreams"  to  come  forward  and  state  them.  We  shall  then 
know  how  many  librarians  there  are,  who  they  are,  and  whether  to 
regard  the  ** dreams"  as  inspiration  or  indigestion. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Geo.  T.  Shaw. 
Athen.^um,  Liverpool, 
iSth  August,  1906. 

All  Communications  relating  to  The  Library  Association 
Record  should  he  addressed  to  The  Editor,  Whitcomb  House, 
Whiicomb  Street,  Pall  Mall  East,  London,  S.W. 


ELLIOT  STOCK'S  PUBLICATIONS. 

Published  in  4  vols.,  large  8vo  size,  printed  in  double  columns,  and  bound  in  strong  buckram. 

Price  Eight  Guineas. 

Auction  Prices  of  Books. 

A  Representative  Record  arranged  in  Alphabetical  Order.  From  the  commencement  of  the 
English  Book-Prices  current  in  1886,  and  the  American  Book-Prices  Current  in  1894  ^O 
1904,  and  including  some  thousands  of  important  Auction  Quotations  of  Earlier  Date. 
Edited  by  LUTHER  S.  LIVINGSTON. 

*'  Aa  a  solid,  conscientious  piece  of  work,  we  can  cordially  command  Mr.  Livingston's  '  Auction  Prices  of 
Books  '."—A  themeum, 

"  The  collector  will  find  this  is  a  most  useful,  we  might  say  an  indispensable,  book  of  reference.  It  is  by 
the  collector  class  that  the  750  copies  of  which  the  issue  consists  will  be  chiefly  taken  up."— Spfcfafor. 

"  This  volume  is  practicality  itself.  We  congratulate  the  publishers  and  all  those  who  have  an  interest  in 
the  purchase  or  sale  of  books  on  the  appearance  of  this  sterling  work  of  reference."— xVrb'  York  Tribun*. 

In  demy  8vo,  bound  in  buckram,  and  printed  on  good  paper,  with  fine  broad  margin  for  notes, 

price  £1  78.  6d.  net. 
The  New  (Nineteenth)  Volume  of 

BOOK  PRICES  CURRENT  FOR  1906. 

Being  a  Record  of  the  Prices  at  which  Books  have  been  Sold  at  Auction,  the 
Titles  and  Descriptions  in  Full,  the  Catalogue  Numbers,  the  Names  of  the  Pur- 
chasers, and  Special  Notices,  containing  the  Prices  for  Season  1905. 

•»•  "  Book  Prices  Current  "  is  published  in  Quarterly  Parts  for  those  who  wish  to  receive 
early  reports  of  Sales.    They  are  not  sold  separately,  but  must  be  subscribed  for  annually. 
" '  Book  Prices  Current  *  is  a  trustworthy  guide  and  a  reference  book  of  the  greatest  value."— /If /»n<rMm. 

An  INDEX  to  the  First  Ten  Volumes  of  "  BOOK  PRICES  CURRENT  "  has  been 

published t  price  21s,  net. 


BOOKLOVER'S    LIBRARY. 

In  fcp.  8vo,  cloth,  price  45.  6(/. ;  Roxburghe,  price  75.  6d. ;  Large  Paper, 

price  £1  IS. 

WHEATLEVS  HOW  TO  MAKE  AN  INDEX. 

WHEATLEVS  HOW  TO  CATALOGUE  A  LIBRARY. 
Cheap  Re-Issue,  Is.  6d.  net. 
WHEATLEVS  HOW  TO  FORM  A  LIBRARY. 
BLADES'S  ENEMIES  OF  BOOKS. 

DITCHFIELD'S  BOOKS  FATAL  TO  THEIR  AUTHORS. 
FARRER'S  BOOKS  CONDEMNED  TO  BE  BURNT. 
WHEATLEY-S  LITERARY  BLUNDERS. 

A    USEFUL  WORK    FOR   WRITERS  GENERALLY. 

/n  crown  8vo,  printed  on  Antique  Paper  and  suitably  bound,  price  2a.  6d.  net 

Vhc  Rvt  and  Craft  of  the  Author. 

Beings  Practical  flints  on  Literary  Work. 

By  C.  E.  HEISCH. 

"  Mr.  Heisch  .  .  .  says  a  good  many  sensible  things,  and  gives  some  good  advice."— 5/vaA<>-. 

"  The  book  ...  is  one  of  practical  suggestions,  based  on  mature  experience,  upon  the  several  stages  of 
literary  yroxV."—liooks£lhr. 

"  As  an  introduction  to  the  dcei>er  study  of  the  subject,  the  book  will  afford  pleasant  reading  to  those  who 
are  thinking  of  interesting  them.selves  in  the  pursuit  of  literature."— .luf/ior. 


ELLIOT  STOOK,  62  Paternoster  Row,  London,  E.C. 
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To  'Publishers^  Booksellers  and 
Library  Furnishers. 

TiiK  atteiitiun  oi  PiiNisIiLTit.  Booksellers  ami  Library  Furnishers  is  called 
to  the  advantaj-es  of  CbC  XltHMrVJ  H^dOCiattOtl  IRCCOrd  as  an  effective 
advertising  medium. 

The  .Juurnal.  whieii  is  published  rei»ularly  each  month,  is  the  official 
or>»an  of  The  Library  A^'^ueiatioii,  and  eirculates  in  no  fewer  than  600 
libraries  up  and  down  the  e«juntry.  as  well  as  amongst  the  more  prominent 
book-l«»vers  aiul  eolleciors. 

I'urnishiuju.  as  it  d«)es.  the  transactions  of  The  Library  Association,  with 
notices  «»f  forthconiini'  nieetiniis.  in  addition  to  library  notes  and  news  from 
all  parts  of  the  wnrld.  it  is  eagerly  looked  for  and  scanned  each  month 
by  librarians,  be  in,;*,  in  fact,  t'neir  Mjiicia!  medium  of  intercommunication. 

Not  only  d'l.^s  \\w  1RCC0V^  i  irtulate  in  the  United  Kingdom,  it  has  a 
much  wsder  spiiere  u:  wii'aujiee.  iiavinj^  Nubseribers  in  most  of  the  British 
C'-lnnies,  ;is  well  a<  in  \\w  principal  Countries  of  Kurope. 

Our  aim  in  tn.ilvin- t'lis  aiiii«»unce!neiu  is  to  secure  a  representative  set 
of  advert i*4einei lis  which  may  serve  .i^  a  Directory  of  Library  Furnishers, 
whether  in  hsture^.  ^lationery.  book^  ^r  other  accessories.  The  advantages 
of  such  a  ni'.:d'U!n  w\\\<\  be  .luiie  «.»bvious  lu  all  firms  in  any  way  catering  for 
the  llbnjrv.  im:  ib!:!i,L«  them,  a^.  it  d^es.  to  keep  themselves  constantly  before 
H'Jt  c»!)!y  !'b".,iM!is.  bir  ineinivrs  oJ  L-brary  Committees  and  book-collectors. 
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the  c  I  •:;>•.•  •  t..'!  •■!  re    I-.';«:*!j.^; 

SCALE    OF 

Back  of  Cover    -       -       •       • 
Inside  Cover  and  Pages  facing 

IMatter  or  Cover     -       «       - 
Any  other  Page-       .       -       - 
less  than  Quarter  Pago,  4s.  per  Inch  Single  Column. 
Reduction  on  a  Series  of  Three.  six.  rtmive. 

Insertions       ....    5  per  cent.     10  per  cent.    20  per  oent. 


■    OHARGES. 

Pauro. 

Half  Paca. 

Quartar  Paga. 

£3    0    0 

£2    0    0 

£15    0 

2    2    0 

1    7    6 

0  17    6 

1    11    6 

1    1    0 

013    4 

A*fr'-  r(  fst  iiH-nfs   shtntfti   /*.  •   stut    ttt    thr     \  x.s  ist<9  n  t  Se.cretn  vy  at   th  4> 

i'tf/i'    MatI  /its/,  .s,  ir.,  Hof  ftiftr  f/unt  fhr  '^Ofh  of  ear  h  tnunth, 

i.-.i.r  -1  :■  •  :•■•    I  I.      -i.  r-    "1:.:    \  •   '  ■«.•.  A-m-.  l.mioni  by 
ii'.i    A.  •  .1  .  :  \  r'.:\.  i.  ■;«,   I'n:  "^  \.\y.i'.¥.i; 


^OL.   VIII. 


15th  OCTOBER,  1906  No.  10 

THE 


^Ifipartf  Jlssodatlon  J^ecor6 

A  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE  OF  LIBRARIANSHIP  AND 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 


XonDon : 
Published  by  THE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 

At  WHITCOMB   HOUSE,   WHITCOMB   STREET 

PALL  MALL   EAST.   LONDON,   S.W. 

Price  Two  Shillings  Net 


TO  UBRARIAMS-IMPORTAMT. 

B.     RILEY     &     CO.|     LTD., 

SUPPLY  THE  BEST  VALUE  OBTAINABLE  IN 
Patent  8«iNrliiflr.   Best  Material  and  Woricmanahlp.    Raptaoemonta  from  tlM 


Catalogues,  Price  Lists,  Samples  and  Estimatis  per  ntum  post* 
NOTE    ADDRESS  I-  ^-^— ^^-^-^_ 

B.     RILEY     &     CO.,     LTD.. 

376    STRAND,     LONDON,     W.C., 

AND    WESTCATE,    HUDDERSPIELD. 


H 


Agency  for  Jlmerlcsn  goo^. 

G.  P.  PUTNAM'S  SONS 

AVE  excellent  facilities  for  filling,  on  the  most   fa^ourabk 
terms,  orders  for  all  American  Books  and  Periodicals. 


CmtalogucB  poat  free  on  mppllcatlon. 


24  Bedford  Street,  Strand,  London ;  and  Hmw  York. 


^"FLORIGENE"- 

(AWARDED  THE  ROYAL  8AHITART  IHBTITUTB  BRONZE  MEDAL) 

en  All  kindi  of  Wood  Flooring,  Linolenm,  Cork  Matting,  etc,  for 

ABSORBING  and  FIXING  DUST  and  DIRT, 

parliying  the  atmoiphere,  proiervlng  floon,  lavlng  time,  labour  and  money. 
Book!.  Furniture,  eto.,  leldom  require  dniting  or  oleanlag. 
"FLORIGENE"  is  nOW  applied  (and  hai  been  for  three'yean)  to  the  floon  off 

H.M.PATEHT  OFFICE  LIBRARY  fc  OTHER  IMPORTAHT  LIBRARIES; 

alio  Art  Oallerlei,  Mueumi,  Offloee,  BohooU,  Warehouee,  ete. 
Baeh  applloatlon  li  effective  for  two  to  four  monthi,  or  longer,  aeeordlng  to  the  voar* 

For  Particulars^  Prices  and  Reports,  write : — 

THE  "DUST-ALLAYER"  CO.,         °"'l?Sfe^ffilF5gHY'£^."'* 

Contractors  to  Tho  Lords  oftho  Metmirattye  H.ilf.  Offloo  of  WoHtOt  •to.y  mtOm 


(ii) 


CONTENTS. 

PAGE 

Presidential  Address  delivered  at  the  Openins:  of  the  Twenty- 
Ninth  Annual  Meeting:  of  the  Library  Association,  §t  Brad- 
ford, 4th  September,  1906,  by  Sir  William  H.  Bailey    .        .461 

Professional  Periodical  Literature 477 

Abstracts  of  Library  Reports 481 

Proce^insrs  of  ihp  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  fil[efi\nz  9^  14^^  Lijbrary 
Association  at  Bradford  : — 

Civic  Welcome 482 

Election  of  Coi^ncil »         .  483 

Presidential  Address 484 

American  Visitors 484 

A  Survey  of  the  Public  Ljl^rjtry  Movement  in  Br^fjford       .         .485 

History  of  the  Bradford  Library  and  Literary  Society          .        .  485 

Brief  History  of  t)ie  Bradfprd  Mechanics'  Institute  Library         .  485 

Village  Libraries,  with  special  reference  to  Yorkshire  .         .         .  485 

The  Mayor's  Luncheon 487 

The  Leather  Question 489 

Relation  of  Public  Libraries  to  the  Present  System  of  Education  491 

Smoking  Concert 492 

Library  Legislation  for  County  Areas 492 

On  the  Present  Position  of  London  Municipal  Libraries,  with 

Suggestions  for  Increasing  their  Efficiency  ....  495 

Garden  Party 497 

Annual  Business  Meeting 497 

Public  Library  Movement 498 

Education 498 

Sound  Leather  Comipittee 498 

Library  Association  Recqrp    ......  498 

Benevolent  Fund 498 

Catalogue  Rules  Committee 499 

Honorary  Auditors 500 

Open  Access 500 

The  Invitation  to  Glasgow 501 

Thanks  to  Local  Authorities 501 

The  Developnipnt  of  Classification 501  i^^'^^ 

Bookbinding  in  England  (Lantern  Lecture)         ....  503 

Mr.  Alderman  Southern 503 

The  Education  of  the  Librarian  :  Elementary  Stage  .         .         .  504 

The  Education  of  the  Librarian  !  Advanced  Stage      .         .         .  594 

The  Association  Dinner .  509 

Appendix:  Report  of  the  Council 511 

Utir^ry  Association :  Procee^lnn^s  a|i4  Official  Noyces  : — 

List  of  Committees,  1906-7 535 

Correspondence  Classes 537 

Library  of  the  Library  Association 538 

Nortliem  Counties  Library  Association 539 

North  Midland  Library  Association 539 

Library  Assistants'  Association                 541 

Correspondence 54^ 

a  (iii) 


LEATHER    ANAL>YSIS. 


Under  an  arrangement  entered  into  between  the  Council  of  the  Library  Association  of 
the  United  Kingdom  and  their  Official  Examiner  of  Leather,  the  following  Scale  of  Pees 
has  been  agreed  upon : — 

Special  Pa* 

Usual  Pee.      to  Members. 

£     B.    D.         £      s.     D. 

Test  for  Presence  of  Injurious  Acids      -        -        -        -0  10    6  050 

Quantitative  Estimation  of  Acids 110  0     7    6 

Nature  of  Tannage,  if  Pure  Sumach       -        -        -        -    0  10    6  0     5    0 

Pull  Microscopic  Examination 110  050 

Pull  Examination  and  Report  on  Sample  of  Leather    -    2    2    0  10     0 

Samples  of  Leather,  not  less  than  six  square  inches,  may  now  be  sent  to 

Dr.    J.    GORDON    PARKER, 

HerolfTs  Institute, 
DRUMMOND  ROAD,   BERM0ND8EY. 

"STANDARD  LEATHER"  SAMPLE  BOOKS. 


'"T^O  assist  the  librarian  or  bookbinder  in  the  selection  of  "standard"  leather,  the 
\  X      undermentioned  firms  of  leather  manufacturers  have  supplied  sets  of  four-inch 

samples  of  leather  prepared  by  them,  with  a  statement  of  their  wholesale  price 
(i.e.y  per  dozen  skins),  their  method  of  tannage,  their  proper  trade  description  and  other 
useful  information.  These  samples  have  been  numbered  and  mounted  on  linen  in 
swatch-book  form,  with  a  copy  of  the  firm's  statement  inserted  at  the  end  of  each  book. 
Librarians  who  are  about  to  modify  their  binding  specifications  are  strongly  recom- 
mended to  bring  these  sample  books  to  the  notice  of  their  bookbinders  as  the  readiest 
means  of  informing  the  latter  as  to  the  class  of  leather  demanded  by  the  librarian,  and 
H  I  the  prices  upon  which  the  tender  has  to  be  based. 

In  drawing  up  the  Binding  Specification  it  is  suggested  that  the  bookbinder  should 
not  be  restricted  to  the  use  of  a  particular  leather,  or  to  the  leathers  of  any  one  firm. 
Any  mterference  with  the  discretion  of  the  bookbinder  in  buying  leather  to  the  best 
advantage  must  ultimately  tend  to  raise  the  price  of  binding  to  the  library.  It  will 
be  sufficient  to  stipulate  that  all  leathers  used  shall  conform  to  the   Society  of  Arts 

■  1  standard,  and  that  the  guarantee  of  the  firms  supplying  the  bookbinder  shall  be  pro- 

■  '  duced  when  required. 

The  sample  books  of  the  following  firms  are  now  available  for  comparison  : — 
BEVINQTON  &  SONS,  Bermondsey.     16  samples  of  Seal,  Morocco,  Calf,  Persian. 
Basil  and  Roan. 

■  1  MEREDITH-JONES  &  SONS,  Ltd.,  Wrexham.    29  samples  of  Sheep,  East  India 

Leather,  Morocco  and  Calf. 

RICHARDSON  (E.  &  J.),  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.     29  samples  of  Morocco,  Seal 
and  Pig. 

The  above  can  be  seen  in  the  Library  of  the  London  School  of  Economics,  Clare 
Market,  W.C,  or  will  be  sent  by  post  to  any  member  of  the  Association  on  application 
to  Mrs.  Reilly,  as  prescribed  by  the  rules  for  the  loan  of  books  in  the  collection,  for 
which  see  the  Library  Assuciation  Record,  July,  1906,  page  353.  A  second  set  of 
the  above  samples,  mounted  in  the  same  way,  has  been  sent  to  the  Greenwood 
collection  in  the  Manchester  Public  Library. 

Samples  from  other  leather  manufacturers  will  be  received  on  the  following  terms: 
four-inch  square,  numbered  samples  of  good  substance  and  quality,  to  be  furnished  in 
triplicate,  with  three  copies  of  a  typed  statement  by  the  firm  as  to  the  description  of  the 
leather,  the  nature  of  ihc  tannage,  and  wholesale  price  of  each  sample.  No  sample  will 
be  received  unless  guaranteed  to  be  free  trom  mineral  acid  and  hand  grained  or  left  in 
its  natural  state.  The  manufacturer  must  remit  a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of 
mounting  two  sets  of  the  samples  and  statement  on  linen,  for  binding  in  swatch-book 
form,  uniform  with  the  above.  All  correspondence  to  be  addressed  to  Mrs.  REILLY, 
Whitcomb  House,  Whitcomb  Street,  Pali  Mali  East,  S.W. 

A  few  copies  of  ••LEATHER  FOR  LIBRARIES"  may  stiU  be  had  from  The 
Library  Supply  Co.,  Bridge  House,  181  Queen  Victoria  Street,  B.C.  Price 
2/6  net,  by  post  2/9. 
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^I^e  £:ftpaptf  ^Issociatton, 

wmtcomb  House,  Whitcoinb  Street,  Pail  Mali  East,  S.W. 


PROPOSAL  FOR   MEMBERSHIP. 

Annual  Subscription,   One  Guinea. 


Full  Name  of  Candidate 

Rank^  Profession  or  Occupation. 
Address 


being  desirous  of  becoming  a  Member  of  the  Library  Associa- 
tion, we  the  undersigned  do  recommend  him  for  election. 


Approved  by  Council 

Signature  of  Chairman 

B  alio  ted  for 

Result 

Signature  of  Chairman 


Tear  off  at  line,  and  forward  to  the  Honorary  Secretary,  at  the  above  Address. 


LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 

CLASS  LIST  OF  BEST  BOOKS 


X^lst:     of     Com.x>].l< 

Bibliography  and  Library  Economy;  Bernard  Kettu 

Guildhall  Library,  City  of  London. 

Philosophy  and  Religion;  C.  H.  Limbrick,  Sub-Librariaii 

Sion  College,  London. 
Sociology;  J-  McKillop  and  Isabel  Taylor,  London  Schoc 
of  Economics. 

Philology;    J.    L.  Dougan,  B.A.,  Librarian,  Public  Libran 

Oxford. 
Science;    L.  W.  Fulcher,  B.Sc,  Assistant  Keeper,  Scienc 

Library,   Victoria    and    Albert    Museum,    South   Kensinc 

ton. 
Useful  Arts;    H.  V.   Hopwood,  Patent  Office  Library,  Lor 

don. 
Fine    Arts ;    G.    H.    Palmer,    B.A.,    Keeper,    National  Ai 

Library,  Victoria  and  Albert  Museum,  South   Kensingtoi 
Literature  ;    E.  A.  Baker,  M.A.,  Librarian,  Public    Librarie 

Woolwich. 

Juvenile    Literature;     The   Staff   of  the   Croydon   Publi 

Libraries. 
History ;     W.    E.    Doubleday,    Librarian,    Public   Librarie 

Hampstead. 
Travel  ;    J.    R.    Boos^,    Librarian,    Royal    Colonial    Institute 

London. 
Biography ;     H.   R.  Tedder,    F.S.A.,    Librarian  and   Secrc 

tary.  The  Athenaeum,   London. 

OlassifiBd  aooordlng   to   iho  Dewey  Deoimal 
Olaaalfloailon,  with  Subject  Indexm 
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PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS  DELIVERED  AT  THE 
OPENING  OF  THE  TWENTY-NINTH  ANNUAL 
MEETING  OF  THE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION, 
AT  BRADFORD,  4TH  SEPTEMBER,  1906,  BY 
SIR  WILLIAM  H.  BAILEY. 

THERE  are  few  Associations  whose  work  is  of  more  value 
to  this  country  than  that  of  the  Library  Association, 
for  its  labours  mould  and  shape  the  destinies  of  all  classes 
of  people — old  and  young,  rich  and  poor. 

This  Association  is  a  great  educational  machine,  con- 
sisting as  it  does  of  those  devoted  to  devising  the  best  means 
of  increasing  the  value ;  by  proclaiming,  by  making  manifest 
the  wealth  of  utility  and  beauty  and  joy  in  the  libraries  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 

Having  sincere  faith  in  these  opinions,  I  need  not  assure 
you  how  deeply  I  value  the  great  distinction  of  being  your 
President,  tempered  with  some  diffidence  when  remembering 
the  many  illustrious  scholars  who  have  already  filled  this 
high  position. 
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The  Late  Dr.  Garnett. 

It  is  impossible  to  refrain  from  saying  a  few  words  on  the 
death — since  our  last  Annual  Meeting— of  one  of  our  most 
venerated  members,  and  the  author  of  The  Twilight  of  the 
Gods.  A  founder  and  Past-President  of  this  Association,  a 
cultured  scholar,  a  great  library  authority,  a  man  of  merry 
wit,  who  never  varied  in  his  gentle  kindness  to  all  lovers  of 
books,  a  guide,  philosopher  and  friend  of  every  member  of 
this  Association,  whose  death  creates  a  feeling  of  poverty 
among  all  who  knew  him. 

The  name  of  Dr.  Richard  Garnett,  by  the  Grace  of  God 
— Gentleman — will,  as  long  as  we  live,  be  affectionately  en- 
shrined in  the  hearts  of  all  his  friends. 

When  Queen  Victoria  Ascended  the  Throne. 

Sidney  Smith,  when  preaching  the  funeral  sermon  of 
William  IV.,  said  that  *'  first  and  foremost,  I  think  the  new 
queen  should  bend  her  mind  to  the  serious  consideration  of 
educating  the  people  ". 

At  this  time  the  seats  of  learning  and  the  professional 
and  middle  classes  had  their  libraries,  but  in  the  manu- 
facturing and  agricultural  districts  the  working  people  had 
little  literature,  with  the  exception  of  some  village  and 
Sunday  school  libraries,  in  which  all  novels  and  works  of 
fiction  and  imagination  were  prohibited,  with  the  exception 
of  Bunyan's  immortal  work,  Pilgrim* s  Progress,  Defoe's 
Robinson  Crusoe,  Baxter's  Saints  Rest,  Paley's  Evidences  of 
Christianity,  Fox's  Book  of  Martyrs,  and  some  ancient  sermons, 
mitigated  occasionally  by  Burton's  Anatomy  of  Melancholy, 
Bailey's  Dictionary,  and  a  few  other  similar  gentle  stimu- 
lants. 

Ability  to  read  and  write  existed  among  the  better  class 
of  skilled  artisans,  but  few  unskilled  labourers  could  do 
either.  Classes  to  teach  adult  persons  to  read  and  write 
existed  in  the  Sunday  schools. 

The  humanitarians  and  reformers  had  recently  freed  the 
slaves  in  our  West  Indian  plantations,  for  Queen  Victoria 
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was  the  first  sovereign  of  these  realms  to  rule  over  an 
entirely  free  people. 

Clarkson  and  Wilberforce  were  dead,  and  Macaulay  and 
Brougham,  and  the  newer  generation  of  thinkers  advocated 
education  and  better  local  government  than  the  old  Corpora- 
tions and  that  of  the  corrupt  self-elected  vestries. 

The  reformed  municipalities  came,  and  among  their  first 
work  was  the  agitation  for  free  libraries  and  museums,  to  be 
maintained  out  of  the  public  rates,  for  the  public  benefit. 

There  was  a  thirst  for  knowledge  in  the  land.  The  new 
movement  appealed  to  all  thoughtful  people.  Statesmen 
and  economists  and  lovers  of  their  country  saw  great  danger 
in  the  increased  political  power  of  ignorant  men,  and  wisely 
considered  that  it  was  safer  to  teach  knowledge  of  duties,  as 
well  as  to  grant  rights  to  the  recently  enfranchised. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  true  lovers  of  education  insisted 
that  apart  from  this  danger,  the  getting  of  knowledge  is  the 
highest  employment  of  man  and  always  a  profitable  public 
investment,  and  that  it  is  stupid  economy  to  permit  poor 
natural  genius  to  lack  opportunities  of  strengthening  the 
nation,  and  that  the  fine  art  of  seeing  straight  and  thinking 
righteously  is  a  valuable  national  asset. 

The  Economics  of  Industry. 

Science  was  entering  into  partnership  with  industry. 
Dr.  Joule,  of  Manchester,  had  just  edited  the  new  catalogue 
of  Nature's  Law  Books,  which  soon  came  into  use  by  those 
who  studied  the  rate  of  exchange  between  heat  and  energy. 

The  marvellous  prophecy  in  the  Alchemist  of  Ben  Jonson 
was  slowly  being  fulfilled  : — 

He  can  extract  each  particular  virtue  from  the  sun, 
And  teach  dull  nature  what  her  forces  are. 

This  brilliant  period  was  the  second  great  revival  of 
letters.  It  was  the  era  of  the  steam  printing  press,  the 
steamboat  and  the  locomotive;  it  was  the  new  age  of 
science,  the  liberator.  Keats  in  his  haste  said  science  was 
a  **  dull  catalogue  of  common  things,**  and  Tennyson  pro- 
claimed the  creative  power  to  be  Divine,  and  sang  with 
delight : — 
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Yet  I  doubt  not  through  the  ages  one  increasing  purpose  runs^ 
And  the  thoughts  of  men  are  widened  with  the  process  of  the  sun. 

The  Tree  of  Knowledge  was  no  longer  a  monopoly. 

Appreciating  the  mighty  achievements  of  science,  the 
increase  of  material  wealth  and  comfort,  and  the  higher 
recognition  of  human  brotherhood,  I  venture  to  ask  you  to 
agree  with  me  that  the  Free  Libraries  Act  was  the  articulate 
expression  of  these  red-letter  days,  and  one  of  the  greatest 
triumphs  of  the  great  age  of  Queen  Victoria. 

Manchester,  Salford  and  Liverpool  and  Free  Libraries. 

As  we  all  know  the  first  meeting  of  the  agitation  for  free 
libraries  was  held  in  the  Manchester  AthenaeuncL  It  com- 
menced in  a  partnership  between  Manchester,  Salford  and 
Liverpool.  Alderman  Richard  Cobden  took  the  chair. 
Joseph  Brotherton,  Member  of  Parliament  for  Salford,  pro- 
posed the  first  resolution,  and  it  was  agreed  that  these  two 
gentlemen  should  draw  up  the  first  Bill,  and  that  William 
Ewart,  the  Member  of  Parliament  for  Liverpool,  should 
present  it. 

The  Library  Acts  have  been  adopted  in  two  hundred 
and  three  cities  and  boroughs  of  this  country,  which  control 
about  six  hundred  libraries. 


About  Fifty  Million  Books  Issued  Last  Year. 

There  are  now  in  the  free  libraries  of  this  kingdom  five 
million  eight  hundred  and  nine  thousand  one  hundred  and 
ninety-six  books,  and  after  conferring  with  competent  au- 
thorities, members  of  this  Association,  I  estimate  that  nearly 
fifty  million  readers  used  these  free  libraries  last  year. 

Can  any  one  doubt  the  refining  influence  of  this  literature 
on  these  readers?  Can  any  one  doubt  that  England  is 
stronger  because  of  the  ideas  and  this  training  to  the  art  of 
thinking,  or  what  all  this  reading  must  mean,  or  that  the 
cost  of  it  is  like  casting  bread  seed  upon  the  waters  ? 

Old  Burton  says:  "In  a  library  we  have  thousands  of 
authors  of  all  sorts.  Many  great  libraries  fully  well  furnished ; 
like  so  many  dishes  of  meat,  served  for  our  several  palates, 
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and  he  is  a  very  block  who  is  affected  with  none  of  them," 
as  quoted  in  that  excellent  paper  on  "  Libraries  and  Public 
Opinion,"  by  Mr.  Hutt,  of  Liverpool. 

I  think  the  two  good  examples  of  the  increase  of  educa- 
tion and  intelligence  among  the  working  classes  will  be 
found  in  the  societies  and  institutions  they  manage  them- 
selves without  government  or  any  form  of  patronage — witness 
the  management  of  their  friendly  societies  and  the  Co-opera- 
tive Society  of  Manchester  with  its  turnover  of  about  twenty 
million  pounds  sterling  per  annum  for  goods,  and  its  banking 
of  cash  turnover  of  more  than  one  hundred  million  pounds, 
and  its  great  contributions  to  its  own  libraries,  to  education 
and  charity,  and  all  members  are  working  folk. 

It  is  not  enough  to  mention  the  working  classes  alone  as 
an  evidence  of  improved  education  and  the  influence  of  free 
libraries,  they  are  for  all  classes. 

We  often  forget  those  who  by  culture,  by  pluck,  natural 
genius  and  perseverance  and  hard  work,  have  repaired  a 
defective  education  who  now  occupy  positions  as  manufac- 
turers and  merchants,  and  are  great  captains  of  industry,  or 
that  delightful  example  of  greater  wealth  than  these,  the 
poor  Welsh  shoemaker,  mentioned  by  John  Bright,  who 
translated  the  New  Testament  from  the  original  Greek  into 
Welsh. 

The  works,  the  warehouses  and  the  mines  of  this  country 
are  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  hands  of  men  who  were, 
or  their  fathers  or  grandfathers  were  before  them,  hewers  of 
wood  and  drawers  of  water.  Those  who  know  the  history  of 
old  firms  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  know  the  truth  of  this. 

In  the  industrial  world  no  man  or  master  is  of  much 
value  to  himself  who  is  ignorant  of  the  literature  of  his 
trade,  of  his  art,  and  of  the  science  of  it. 

The  open  door,  the  very  restaurant  of  **  self-help,"  is  the 
free  library. 

Novel  Reading. 

I  frequently  hear  the  question,  **  Why  should  public  money 
be  spent  for  novel  readers  ?  *'  This  alarming  query  I  answer 
by  saying  that  the  free  library  is  for  innocent  recreation  as 
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well  as  for  instruction.  The  novel  is  a  silent,  peaceful,  rest- 
ful recreation,  and  one  of  the  best  methods  of  triumphing 
over  the  misfortunes  of  life.  It  is  a  comfort  to  the  afflicted 
and  a  solace  to  those  in  despair.  The  reading  of  it  is  the 
gentlest  of  all  the  arts.  Do  not  believe  dear  old  Isaac 
Walton. 

A  novel  is  to  the  individual  what  the  theatre  is  to  the 
public,  with  this  great  advantage  to  the  individual,  he  can 
choose  his  location  and  his  plot,  he  can  sit  in  a  room  or 
garden,  or  in  bed,  and  can  witness  the  play  and  be  an  audience 
of  one.  He  can  command  a  comic  opera,  and  if  dull  and 
tired  he  can  get  healthy  by  laughing  at  Sam  Weller,  or 
Handy  Andy,  or  Hosea  Biglow,  Bret  Harte,  or  Tom  Hood, 
and  thus  cheat  the  doctor.  He  can  go  to  France  with 
Conan  Doyle  and  the  White  Company,  or  he  can  forget  to 
go  to  bed  by  reading  Marie  Corelli.  A  novel  reader  never 
asks  "  is  life  worth  living,*'  or  complains  of  that  last  new 
invention,  brain  fatigue ;  indeed,  we  are  assured  by  Sir  J. 
Crichton  Browne  that  reading  employs  fresh  nerve  centres 
and  gives  rest  to  other  centres  used  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of 
life,  and  is  healthier  than  the  mere  stagnation  of  absolute 
idleness,  the  brain  being  like  the  muscles,  must  be  kept  in 
health  by  exercise. 

He  can  build  up  noble  ideals  of  citizenship  by  reading 
that  supreme  work  Utopia,  by  that  first  great  idealist  in 
English  literature — Sir  Thomas  More — whose  influence  has 
unconsciously  moulded  our  municipal  institutions,  the  very 
units  of  English  freedom. 

A  novel  reader  can  indulge  in  intelligent  diversion,  or  he 
may  repair  a  neglected  youth,  or  add  to  the  stores  of  a  polite 
education.     He  can  receive  advice  from  George  Eliot,  to 

Choose  the  noblest,  for  that  higher  vision 
Shall  poison  all  meaner  choice  for  evermore. 

Taine,  the  eminent  French  writer,  says  '*  Robinson 
Crusoe  is  a  picture  of  the  ideal  Englishman  ".  This  is  per- 
fectly true.  What  English  boy  is  not  the  better  for  reading 
Robinson  Crusoe,  which  for  nearly  two  hundred  years  has 
fired  the  imagination  to  imitation  and  emulation  of  noble 
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self-reliance,  patience,  invincible  pluck,  perseverance,  piety, 
hard  work,  ingenuity  and  humanity;  qualities  that  have 
made  our  nation  **  dear  for  her  reputation  through  the  world," 
an  example  to  free  peoples,  famous  in  poetry  and  science, 
and  above  all  famous  for  fair  dealing;  qualities  that  have 
carried  the  British  flag  to  every  sea,  and  made  "  the  word  of 
an  Englishman "  in  every  part  of  the  world  a  symbol  of 
solemn  compact  of  faithful  performance  in  dealing  with  in- 
ferior races. 

Free  Libraries  and  Education. 

This  Association  for  a  long  time  past  has  devoted  much 
consideration  to  further  utilising  the  free  libraries  for  educa- 
tion, and  for  industry  and  industrial  art. 

Progress  has  been  made,  excellent  work  done,  and  educa- 
tional authorities  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land  are  synchronising  the  work  of  the  two  institutions. 

I  will  not  occupy  your  time  by  further  reference  to  this, 
as  I  see  in  the  programme  of  our  business  that  a  paper  will 
be  read  on  this  vital  subject  by  Councillor  Roberts,  Chair- 
man of  the  Educational  Committee  of  this  city,  and  it  could 
not  well  be  in  better  hands.  Nothing  more  important  can 
be  discussed  by  us. 

Bookbinder's  Leather. 

Library  economics  are  to  be  discussed.  In  this  con- 
nection we  must  all  appreciate  the  splendid  work  of  the 
Comijiittee  on  Leather  for  Bookbinding,  for  we  are  now  in- 
formed a  standard  leather  directory  is  being  compiled,  which 
will  be  of  great  utility  to  all  lovers  of  economy  and  well- 
bound  books.  Upholsterers  and  all  who  use  leather  for 
other  purposes  will  be  benefited  by  this  work. 

The  Old  Court  Leets  had  their  inspectors  for  fish,  flesh 
and  fowl,  and  their  ale  tasters,  and  also  inspectors  of  weights 
and  measures.  I  have  attended  some  old  Court  Leets  in 
Cheshire,  but  I  do  not  remember  a  leather  inspector.  The 
penalty  for  brewing  bad  ale  in  the  old  days  was,  the  brewer 
was  put  into  the  stocks,  and  the  penalty  for  bad  leather  for 
bookbinding,  I  suppose,  must  be  that  which  the  late  Mr. 
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Blades,  one  of  our  much  respected  members,  said  must  be 
the  dire  fate  of  the  man  who  published  a  book  without  an 
index,  and  which  is  described  in  his  works. 

Libraries  of  Industrial  Art. 

I  think  the  most  direct  partnership  of  the  library  and 
industry  may  be  found  in  Paris,  and,  my  friends,  as  a  com- 
mercial man,  I  hope  you  will  believe  me  that  this  subject  is 
of  vital  interest  to  us  all  at  the  present  time. 

In  the  year  1892,  when  this  Association  visited  Paris,  we 
inspected  the  "  Forney  Libraries  of  Industrial  Art,"  which 
are  established  in  the  working-class  districts  of  Paris.  They 
are  under  municipal  control,  and  are  especially  founded  to 
foster  industrial  art.  When  all  are  erected  there  will  be 
one  in  each  of  the  100  wards  of  the  city.  Books,  patterns, 
prints,  drawings  and  photographs  are  lent  to  workmen.  The 
especial  interest  and  aim  of  the  administration  is  to  keep 
on  the  shelves  of  the  library  all  material  of  interest  to  the 
particular  trade  of  the  district. 

One  of  these  libraries  that  I  visited  appeared  to  be  de- 
voted chiefly  to  cabinetmaking,  and  I  there  saw  models  and 
drawings  of  thousands  of  articles  of  utility  and  beauty  that 
are  made  of  wood. 

The  Librarian  assured  me  that  anything  that  could  be 
found  in  the  pages  of  books  on  woodwork  might  be  found  on 
the  shelves,  and  thus  be  valuable  to  every  man  who  earns 
his  living  by  making  graceful  furniture,  for  which  Paris  has 
a  reputation,  and  which  even  to  look  at  is  a  little  holiday. 

There  is  a  department  in  each  library  in  which  models 
and  illustrations  may  be  copied  in  the  building  itself. 
Easels  and  drawing-boards  are  provided,  and  also  facilities 
for  photography,  in  order  that  valuable  specimens  may  be 
copied  by  the  artisans  themselves. 

Every  book  and  design  containing  pictures  for  the  iron- 
founder,  the  wood-carver,  the  plasterer,  or  the  cabinetmaker 
have  been  divided  ingeniously.  For  instance,  those  relating 
to  metals  are  put  between  cardboard  backs  of  a  certain 
colour;  those  relating  to  textiles  and  embroidery  in  other 
backs  of  a  different  colour ;  architecture  in  another,  and  so 
on. 
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I  saw  some  beautiful  work  being  copied  by  girls,  who 
were  painting  panels  on  satin  for  furniture  decoration,  and 
some  were  embroidering  silks  and  satin  from  actual  pieces 
of  ancient  embroidery. 

The  desire  of  the  management  is  to  promote  the  in- 
dustrial arts  in  the  widest  possible  sense.  Not  only  do 
house  decorators  find  designs  and  books  relating  to  their 
work,  but  fan  painters,  porcelain  modellers,  designers  of  iron 
and  bronze  gates,  mediaeval  metal  workers,  cabinetmakers^ 
builders,  workers  of  constructive  as  well  as  decorative  arts 
find  stimulant  and  also  inspiration  from  the  wealth  of  ex- 
amples on  the  shelves  and  walls,  for  the  grammar  of  orna- 
ment can  only  be  taught  by  examples ;  harmonies  of  shape 
and  colour  thus  become  the  servants  of  the  thought  of  those 
whose  art  and  fingers  have  served  the  apprenticeship,  and 
that  service  can  be  rendered  to  the  poorest  boy  or  girl  in 
Paris  in  these  noble  institutions. 

City  of  Berlin  Co-operative  Catalogue. 

A  co-operative  catalogue  has  just  been  published  in 
Berlin  of  the  early  printed  books  in  all  the  libraries  in  that 
great  city,  which  will  be  of  great  value  to  all  scholars^ 
archaeologists  and  historical  students. 

Manchester  Victoria  University  Co-operative  Catalogue  of 

Architecture. 

The  very  consolidation  of  co-operative  bibliography  in 
this  direction  is  that  in  which  a  number  of  our  members, 
among  others,  have  been  invited  to  assist  to  produce  one 
catalogue  of  all  the  books  on  Architecture  in  the  Man- 
chester and  Salford  Free  Libraries,  and  the  libraries  of 
learned  societies  and  the  seats  of  learning  of  the  city  and 
borough. 

This  is  being  edited  by  two  of  our  members,  Mr.  Henry 
Guppy,  M.A.,  and  Mr.  Vine,  M.A.,  of  the  John  Rylands 
Library,  Manchester. 

The  libraries  co-operating  in  this  work  are  the  Man- 
chester Free  Library,  the  Salford  Free  Library,  the  Victoria 
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University,  John  Rylands  Library,  Manchester  Society  of 
Architects,  Manchester  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society, 
Manchester  School  of  Technology,  Manchester  Municipal 
School  of  Art,  Manchester  ^thenaeum,  Humphrey  Chatham 
Library,  and  the  Portico  Library. 

Co-operative  cataloguing  a  number  of  cheap  books  in 
libraries  would  not  be  in  the  direction  of  economy,  but  archi- 
tecture is  a  fine  art,  the  literature  of  which-  is  very  costly. 
Indeed,  some  of  the  editions  are  worth  from  3^50  to  ;£'i50, 
and  obviously  this  is  a  case  where  co-operation  is  in  the 
interest  of  true  economy  of  both  time  and  money. 

A  Joint  Architectural  Committee  of  the  city  of  Man- 
chester has  been  formed,  comprising  Victoria  University  and 
the  Corporation  Education  Committee.  The  Manchester 
Society  of  Architects  acts  as  an  Advisory  Committee  for  the 
training  and  education  of  architects  in  the  Victoria  Uni- 
versity or  the  Manchester  Municipal  School  of  Technology. 
The  University  and  the  Municipality  join  in  paying  the 
professor's  salary. 

I  believe  when  the  new  catalogue  is  approaching  com- 
pletion, that  classical  works,  not  in  any  of  the  libraries,  will 
be  purchased;  the  endeavour  will  be  to  make  it  the  best 
bibliography  of  architecture  in  the  world. 

This  unification  of  the  educational  and  library  authorities 
is  a  triumph  of  that  co-operation  earnestly  advocated  by 
this  Association. 

The  architectural  catalogue  may  I  call  it  a  bibliography 
— will  bring  in  a  good  dividend,  for  it  is  a  wise  investment. 
Students  of  architectural  art  will  be  drawn  to  the  city  by 
its  reputation  and  value  to  them  whose  productions  in  future 
time  will  sing  its  praises  in  silent  melodies  in  granite,  marble 
and  bronze  in  the  streets  and  squares  of  the  birthplace  of 
free  libraries,  the  City  of  noble  Ideals.     So  sure 

As  clouds  restore  in  rain 

The  exhalations  of  the  land  and  sea, 

so  sure  will  this  work  of  utility  and  beauty  blossom  into 
prosperity,  and  be  a  constant  delight  to  the  citizens  of  Man- 
chester, and  to  the  strangers  within  their  gates. 
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Birmingham  Shalcespeare  Bibliography. 

A  catalogue  that  has  become  a  bibliography  is  of  interest. 
I  think  a  special  catalogue  like  that  issued  by  the  Free 
Library  Committee  of  the  city  of  Birmingham,  of  which 
our  good  friend,  Mr.  Capel  Shaw,  must  be  justly  proud, 
might  be  imitated  to  great  advantage  by  many  libraries  in 
other  places,  by  bringing  together  the  works  of  their  most 
famous  citizens. 

The  catalogue  of  the  Shakespeare  Memorial  Library  is 
a  worthy  tribute  to  the  great  poet,  for  about  12,000  volumes 
of  Shakespeare  are  described  under  their  various  headings, 
with  great  elaboration,  division  and  subdivision,  but  it  also 
contains  the  books  that  the  Library  Committee  have  not 
obtained,  but  known  to  exist,  and  the  two  together  make  a 
complete  bibliography  of  the  works  of  the  greatest  of  all 
England's  possessions,  William  Shakespeare. 

The  King  of  England's  Kings  ; 
The  rest,  with  all  their  pomps  and  trains, 
Are  moulder'd  hall-remembered  things — 
'Tis  he  alone  that  lives  and  reigns. 

The  Ideal  Librarian. 

The  ideal  librarian,  with  great  charm  and  sweetness,  is 
described  by  the  Abb^  Cotton  des  Houssayes,  who  delivered 
a  Latin  discourse  on  his  appointment  as  Librarian  of  the 
celebrated  Sorbonne,  in  Paris,  in  the  year  1770,  which  has 
been  translated  and  published  at  Chicago  in  July  of  this 
year,  of  which  I  can  only  give  a  few  of  its  chief  gems. 

He  enthusiastically  says :  *'  Of  what  utility  would  be  the 
richest  treasures  if  it  were  not  possible  to  make  use  of  them. 
Wherefore  this  complete  arsenal  of  science,  if  the  arms  it 
keeps  in  reserve  are  not  within  reach  of  those  who  would 
wield  them,  and  as  books  have  been  called  '  the  medicine  of 
the  soul,'  what  avail  these  intelligent  pharmacopoeias  if  the 
remedies  they  contain  are  not  disposed  in  order  and  labelled 
with  care  ?  " 

The  ideal  librarian,  in  the  opinion  of  this  delightful 
French  gentleman,  must  be  a  man  of  learning,  (i)  polite  to 
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all-comers,  (2)  and  above  all  things  he  must  have  an  excellent 
catalogue,  (3)  and  we  also  say  with  great  unanimity,  **  in 
these  are  all  the  Commandments '\ 

Libraries  in  Relation  to  Industry. 

The  winds  and  the  waves  and  the  tides  are  on  the  side 
of  the  ablest  navigators.  The  sextants,  the  chronometers^ 
the  charts  and  compasses  are  in  the  libraries,  and  it  is  by 
knowledge  and  use  of  these  that  we  shall  be  able  to  maintain 
our  industrial  position  among  the  nations.  The  primary 
use  of  all  education  is  to  enable  a  man  to  live,  and  thus  the 
commercial  side  of  the  question  is  in  all  our  minds.  The 
amenities  and  graces  of  life  require  no  argument  or  proof. 

The  industrial  position  is  assailed ;  our  heritage  is  in 
danger.  The  very  guns  that  we  have  invented  ourselves^ 
have  been  turned  against  us.  The  best  tools  in  the  work- 
shops of  the  world — ^those  that  go  to  make  a  locomotive  or 
a  steamboat,  or  to  produce  textile  fabrics  of  cotton,  silk  or 
wool — are  the  product  of  the  brains  of  Englishmen.  A 
little  examination  of  the  imperial  qualities  that  have  made 
this  nation  great  in  the  arts  of  industry  may  be  useful,  and  I 
hope  will  give  us  some  confidence  to  continue  with  unabated 
vigour  the  great  work  of  making  our  libraries  of  more  value 
to  strengthen  those  who  earn  their  bread  by  labour. 


What  is  British  Genius? 

What  are  the  causes  that  have  produced  in  this  country 
more  great  poets,  more  great  inventors,  and  more  men  of* 
science  than  any  other  nation  during  the  four  centuries  that 
have  passed,  since  that  Lord  High  Chamberlain  of  humanity 
— the  printing  press — opened  wide  the  gates  of  the  treasure 
houses  of  time,  and  introduced  Englishmen  to  the  best  ideas 
and  the  best  society  of  all  the  ages  ? 

From  this  datum  line  English  genius  made  one  continu- 
ous advance  to  the  front  rank  among  civilised  nations.  The 
source  of  genius  always  has  been  obscure,  and  to  answer 
this  query  is  difficult.     It  is  heaven-sent.     It  is  something; 
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to  thank  God  for.  Andrew  Yarranton,  who  wrote  the  first 
book  on  Technical  Education,  in  1676,  says,  "  God  and 
Nature  are  on  the  side  of  the  English,"  for  our  natural  ad- 
vantages in  soil,  climate,  position,  energy  and  honesty  are 
great,  and  piously  adds,  "  God  and  Nature  have  destined 
England  to  be  the  Emporium  of  the  world**. 

A  German  writer  has  said  that  '*  Civilisation  is  the 
economy  of  force,  and  English  force  is  coal  *'.  I  answer  to 
this  foolish  generalisation,  it  was  not  coal  that  defeated  the 
Spanish  Armada.  It  was  not  coal  that  won  the  Battle  of 
Waterloo.  It  was  not  coal  that  created  Shakespeare  or 
Milton.  English  force  is  imagination  in  partnership  with 
energy  and  veracity  which  we  have  in  our  mixed  Scandina- 
vian, Celtic,  Teutonic  and  Gaelic  blood. 

Closely  following  on  the  heels  of  the  extinction  of  serfdom 
came  intellectual  liberty  and  a  more  active  recognition  of  an 
ancient  national  virtue,  the  common  brotherhood  sanctified 
by  that  greatest  of  all  books,  "  The  New  Testament,"  in  the 
vulgar  tongue. 

Then  came  the  pent-up  science  of  all  the  ages  and  the 
new  English  science,  that  marvellous  child,  the  first-bom  of 
the  printing  press.  Science  is  only  the  art  of  speaking  the 
truth,  the  perception  of  the  obvious,  the  acceptance  and 
utilisation  of  God's  creation. 

Given  these  two,  imagination  and  intellectual  liberty,  the 
material  or  tools  nearest  to  his  hand  often  determine  the 
name  a  man  becomes  known  by.  If  he  uses  words  and  can 
get  at  books  he  may  be  called  a  poet.  If  he  sings  in  marble 
or  bronze  or  clay  he  may  be  a  sculptor,  or  if  he  is  an  artisan 
he  has  visions  and  dreams  of  creating  more  leisure  from 
ministering  to  the  body's  mere  wants,  then  his  poetry  is 
expressed  in  mechanical  inventions. 

The  two  qualities  of  poet  and  inventor  are  one.  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  was  an  inventor  and  poet,  Drummond  of 
Hawthornden  was  a  poet  and  patentee  and  inventor  of 
improvements  in  firearms,  clocks,  locks  and  many  other 
things.  Nasmyth  of  the  steam  hammer  was  a  poet,  painter 
engraver  and  inventor. 

The  Cartwright  Memorial  Hall  was  dedicated  to  per- 


474 


The  Library  Association  Record. 


petuate  and  hold  in  remembrance  the  benefactions  of  an 
inventor,  who  also  was  a  poet,  and  who  wrote  verses  of  con- 
siderable merit. 

There  can  be  no  progress  in  science  without  intellectua) 
liberty,  which  with  a  rich  imagination  is  the  basis  of  all  our 
poetry  and  mechanical  inventions ;  but  the  silk-worm  must 
have  mulberry  leaf  before  it  can  spin,  and  the  mulberry  leaf 
of  the  poet  or  inventor  is  the  library. 

To  give  proof  of  what  literature  has  done  for  poor  in- 
ventors, and  to  show  the  influence  of  the  library  on  our 
industrial  supremacy  is  a  splendid  theme,  and  evidence  is 
abundant 

Richard  Roberts,  the  greatest  mechanical  inventor  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  was  a  poor  Welsh  quarry  lad  who  came 
to  Manchester,  and  never  went  to  any  but  a  Sunday-school, 
but  he  was  a  high-class  mathematician  as  a  man.  He  in- 
vented the  planing  machine,  the  self-acting  mule  for  spin- 
ning cotton,  the  modern  locomotive,  automatic  tools,  steam- 
boats, and  was  a  marvellous  man.  His  love  for  literature 
was  unbounded.  His  text  to  me,  as  it  was  my  good  fortune 
to  know  him  well,  was  "Read,  read,  read".  He  had  a 
marvellous  memory  and  spent  days  in  Peel  Park  Library^ 
Salford ;  he  seemed  to  know  every  mechanical  book  in  the 
library.  He  became  supreme  in  what  he  attempted  because 
of  his  great  knowledge  of  the  literature  of  the  subject,  com- 
bined with  his  great  imagination. 

Let  us  therefore  be  not  filled  with  dismay ;  we  will  not 
sit  by  the  waters  of  Babylon  and  idly  lament  our  past  glories,, 
but  we  will  increase  by  all  our  energies  the  value  to  industry 
and  art  of  the  free  libraries,  and  thus  brighten  the  splendid 
raw  material  in  the  English  race;  our  ability  has  never 
diminished,  and  the  future  will  not  only  surpass  the  past, 
but  we  shall  be  able  to  reduce  the  weight  of  those  two 
burdens,  the  workhouse  and  the  gaol,  for  we  shall  sterilise 
their  chief  causes,  ignorance  and  the  love  of  drink,  by  love 
of  literature,  and  add  those  refinements  of  life,  the  chief  of 
which  is  self-respect,  and  proper  pride  in  British  destiny. 
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Libraries  for  Children. 

The  libraries  for  the  young,  for  little  children,  have  been 
advanced,  and  are  as  we  know  doing  great  good  in  Manchester 
and  other  libraries.  Many  great  problems  will  require  no 
further  solution  if  our  young  people  begin  early  to  love 
reading. 

I  have  been  in  many  libraries  in  this  country  and  abroad, 

Much  have  I  travelled  in  the  realms  of  gold, 
And  many  goodly  states  and  kingdoms  seen. 

Many  times  have  I  sat  in  my  dear  old  friend  BuUen's  little 
room  in  the  British  Museum  and  viewed  rare  editions  or 
discussed  the  authenticity  of  Shakespeare's  signature  in  the 
1603  first  edition  of  the  Prince  of  Essayists,  put  into  bad 
English  in  a  slovenly  manner  by  Florio,  teacher  of  Italian 
to  the  spouse  of  James  the  First  I  have  had  the  iron 
safe  opened  and  inspected  the  rare  single  plays,  and  seen 
the  original  Caxtons  and  the  first  English  printed  Bibles, 
all  delightful  to  think  about,  and  I  have  wandered  among 
the  classic  sculptures  and  gazed  at  the  fragments  of  the 
frieze  from  the  Parthenon  of  Athens,  which  the  Divine 
Pheidias  chiselled  from  marble  blocks,  of  brave  men  and 
fair  women,  with  outline  so  perfect  that  for  more  than  two 
thousand  years  they  have  been  the  despair  of  all  sculptors,, 
for  no  man  can  surpass  perfection. 

I  have  been  in  the  "Christopher  Columbus  Library,*' 
in  Seville,  and  seen  the  books  the  discoverer  studied,  and 
the  maps  and  plans  he  used  and  made. 

I  have  been  in  the  Hall  of  Fame  in  Munich,  and  visited 
the  classic  cities  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  admired  works- 
of  literature  and  art  in  the  chief  countries  of  Europe,  and 
nature  dressed  in  her  best  array  has  often  ministered  to  me 
in  many  climes. 

A  Visit  to  the  Manchester  Children's  Libraries. 

But  all  these  great  pleasures,  all  the  treasures  of  memory 
fade  when  compared  with  the  delight  I  had  one  cold  winter 
night  when  visiting,  with  a  friend,  several  special  rooms. 
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devoted  to  little  children  in  the  working-class  districts  of 
Manchester. 

It  was  Sunday,  and  the  severe  winter  night  dramatically 
intensified  the  comfort  of  the  warm,  well-lighted  rooms. 
Little  children  were  seated  at  tables  reading  Pilgrim's  Pro- 
gress,  fairy  tales  and  looking  at  picture  books.  I  obtained 
a  list  at  one  library,  and  found  that  one  little  ill-clad  girl  of 
about  ten  years  old  was  getting  the  small  edition  of  Farrar's 
Life  of  Christ.     I  said  to  my  friend 

Surely  wisdom  is  justified  of  her  children. 

The  spirit  of  humanity  in  sympathy  with  the  Divine 
command  inspired  this  blessed  love  and  care  for  those 
who  are  of  the  "  kingdom  of  Heaven ".  Work  of  great 
value  to  future  citizenship  which  in  the  next  generation 
will  strengthen  the  bonds  of  peace  and  righteousness  of 
life  in  this  kingdom  of  England. 


PROFESSIONAL  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 

British. 

Library  World  and  Book  Selector  (August). 

65.  Brown  (T.  D.). — Open-access  lending  departments. 
Savaob  (E.  a.). — Subject  classification. 

65.  The  article  contains  plans  of  six  lending  libraries  on  the  safe- 
guarded open-access  system,  showing  the  disposition  of  the  shelving, 
delivery  counters,  etc.  The  writer  maintains  that  much  has  been  done 
to  overcome  the  physical  difficulties  of  open  access,  and  that  rapid 
service  has  now  been  secured  by  improved  methods  of  charging,  by  the 
provision  of  double  wickets  and  other  means.  Mr.  Brown  inclines  to 
think  that  undue  stress  has  been  laid  on  oversight,  with  the  result  that 
in  many  instances  radial  placing  of  bookcases  has  been  adopted  with 
•consequent  great  waste  of  space.  Oversight  by  a  busy  assistant  must 
in  any  case  be  inadequate,  the  best  supervision  being  by  the  readers 
themselves.  In  all  the  plans  fiction  is  either  dispersed  among  the  other 
books  or  placed  round  the  walls  of  the  room  so  as  to  prevent  crowding 
in  any  particular  portion. 

Library  Assistant  (September). 

Programme  of  meetings  of  the  Library  Assistants'  Association. 
Stephen  (G.  A.). — Notes  on  materials  for  library  bookbinding. 

Museums  Journal  (August). 

Bristol  Conference  of  the  Museums  Association. 

Barker  (A.  W.  R.).— Bristol  Museum  and  Art  Gallery  (illustrated). 

American. 

Medical  Library  and  Historical  Journal  (June). 

66.  Garrison  (F.   H.). — A  sketch  of  the  library  of  the  Surgeon- 
General's  Office,  Washington. 

[The  remaining  articles  deal  with  the  history  of  medicine.] 
66.  The  library  is  situated  in  the  Army  Medical  Museum  building, 
Washington,  and  consists  of  a  large  central  hall  containing  the  book- 
stacks,  a  reading-room  and  a  series  of  office  rooms.  It  contains  158,791 
vols,  and  279,698  pamphlets,  and  among  medical  libraries  is  equalled 
only  by  those  at  Paris  and  St.  Petersburg.  The  reading-room  is  open 
from  9  A.M.  till  4.30  P.M.,  and  books  are  lent  to  physicians  on  payment 
of  a  suitable  deposit.  The  volumes  are  often  forwarded  through  uni- 
versities, public  libraries  or  medical  societies  who  assume  the  responsi- 
bility for  their  return.  It  possesses  an  unrivalled  collection  of  medical 
periodicals,  medical  incunabula  and  early  medical  writers.  The  collec- 
tion was  begun  in  1836,  but  it  did  not  make  very  rapid  progress  until 
1865,  when  Dr.  John  S.  Billings  was  appointed  librarian.  A  catalogue 
appeared  in  1872  and  another  in  3  vols,  in  1873-74.  The  work  of  in- 
dexing periodicals  was  begun  in  1873.    The  first  volume  of  the  Index 
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Catalogue  of  the  Surgeon-General's  office  appeared  in  1880  and  the 
sixteenth  volume  of  the  first  series,  completing  the  alphabet,  came  out  in 
1895.  The  second  series  began  to  appear  in  the  following  year  and  has 
now  reached  its  eleventh  volume  including  up  to  the  end  of  the  letter  N. 
The  work  is  an  author  and  subject  catalogue  on  the  dictionary  plan, 
articles  in  periodicals  being  indexed  in  smaller  t^e  under  the  subject 
headings.  It  forms  the  completest  medical  bibliography  in  existence. 
The  edition  is  limited  to  1,500  copies,  distributed  among  the  great 
general  and  medical  libraries  of  the  United  States  and  Europe. 

Library  Journal  (August). — Narragansett  Pier  Conference. 

67.  Hill  (F.  P.). — Presidential  address  on  one  phase  of  library 
development. 

KooPMAN  (H.  L.). — Library  progress  in  Rhode  Island. 

Fauncb  (W.  H.  p.).— The  library  as  a  factor  in  modem  civilisation. 

WisTER  (O.). — Subjects  fit  for  fiction. 

BooDY  (D.  A.).— The  relation  of  libraries  to  municipal  government. 

Wadlin  (H.  G.).— The  pubhc  library  as  a  municipal  institution. 

Canpibld  (J.  H.). — The  basis  of  taxation  for  public  libraries. 

68.  BosTwicK  (A.  E.). — The  whole  duty  of  a  library  trustee. 
Dewey  (M.). — The  ideal  relations  between  trustees  and  librarian. 

69.  SouLE  (C.  C). — The  need  of  an  A.L.A.  collection  of  plans  of 
library  buildings. 

7a  Almirall  (R.  p.). — Design  and  construction  of  branch  library 

buildings. 
Brett  (W.  H.). — Library  architecture  from  the  librarian's  point  of 

view. 
Green  (B.  R.). — Library  buildings  and  book-stacks. 
Hamlin  (A.  D.  P.). — The  views  of  a  consulting  architect. 
Blakely  (B.  E.). — The  new  library  building  of  Mount    Holyoke 

College. 
Books  for  the  foreign  population.     By  J.  H.  Canfield,  A.  R.  Boat- 

wick,  J.  M.  Campbell. 
Craver  (H.  W.). — Supply  and  use  of  technical  books. 
Garvin  (E.). — Use  of  industrial  collections  at  Providence   Public 

Library. 
Neisser  (E.  R.). — Books  for  the  blind. 
Stewart  (C). — Libraries  in  relation  to  settlement  work. 
Wright  (P.  B.). — Some  methods  of  library  advertising. 
Jackson  (A.  H.). — Report  on  library  work  with  children. 
Hunt  (C.  W.). — The  children's  library  a  moral  force. 
Stearns  (L.  E.). — The  problem  of  the  girl. 
BuRNiTB  (C.).— The  beginnings  of  a  literature  for  children. 
Bishop  (W.  W.). — Subject-headings  in  dictionary  catalogues. 
Hasse  (A.  R.). — Subject-headings  for  State  documents. 
Van    Valkenburgh    (A.). — Common-sense    in   cataloguing   smaU 

libraries. 
Reports  and  proceedings  of  the  Annual  Conference. 
[Further  abstracts  of  these    papers  are   held   over  to   the    next 

number.] 
67.  The  writer  states  that  the  type  of  librarian  is  changing.  In 
former  days  the  Board  of  Trustees  or  Committee  decided  the  policy  to 
be  adopted  and  settled  the  business  matters  of  the  library,  now  the 
librarian  has  taken  over  these  duties,  and  sometimes  even  has  an  office 
away  from  the  library  building.  It  is  now  said  that  for  successful 
administration  a  scholar  is  not  so  much  needed  as  a  man  of  practical 
ability.     Library  development  has  gone  parallel  with  school  develop- 
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ment  in  the  United  States.  When  education  authorities  and  libraries 
work  together  it  is  better  for  the  latter  to  supply  the  books.  They 
cannot  supply  instruction  but  only  the  means  whereby  knowledge  may 
be  obtained  by  personal  effort.  The  great  development  of  branch 
libraries  has  increased  the  administrative  duties  of  the  librarian. 
Branches  might  well  be  limited  in  size  and  not  allowed  to  exceed  25,000 
volumes.  "  Weeding  out "  must  be  undertaken  when  this  limit  is  reached. 
The  establishment  of  Carnegie  libraries  has  given  a  great  impetus  to 
library  architecture,  and  it  would  be  advantageous  if  there  could  be 
some  arrangement  whereby  plans  could  be  purchased  from  one  architect 
and  used  by  another. 

68.  A.  £.  Bostwick  looks  on  the  trustees  of  a  public  library  as 
representatives  of  the  public,  and,  as  such,  interested  especially  in 
results  as  distinguished  from  methods,  which  are  the  business  of  the 
librarian  as  an  expert  administrator.  The  layman's  influence  is  an 
excellent  thing  though  the  expert  may  chafe  under  it.  The  results 
expected  may  be  divided  under  several  headings  : — 

Financial. — It  must  be  shown  that  books  and  supplies  are  purchased 
at  fair  rates,  salaries  reasonably  proportioned  to  quantity  and  quality 
of  services  rendered,  and  property  economically  administered. 

EducatianaL — The  Board  should  make  its  officer  feel  that  it  expects 
him  to  look  to  the  educational  side  of  his  work  as  much  as  to  the  ad- 
ministrative. 

Recreative, — The  Board  should  satisfy  themselves  that  the  library  is 
doing  its  part  in  providing  intellectual  amusement. 

Social, — The  Board  should  find  out  whether  the  library  takes  its 
proper  place  among  the  other  institutions  of  the  place,  and  also  whether 
the  relations  of  staff  to  public  are  satisfactory.  A  Board  is  apt  to  be 
judged  good  or  bad,  satisfactory  or  unsatisfactory,  as  it  takes  a  more  or 
less  passive  part  in  the  administration  of  the  library.  Sometimes  its 
activity  looks  too  closely  to  detail,  but  it  is  nevertheless  the  supreme 
authority.  It  should  appoint  a  good  man  as  administrative  expert  and 
give  him  a  free  rein,  but  decide  for  itself  the  broad  lines  of  policy. 

69.  The  immense  stimulus  to  library  building  of  the  last  twenty 
years  has  resulted  in  the  erection  of  a  number  of  libraries  of  all  degrees 
of  utility,  but  no  record  has  been  kept  and  the  experience  has  thus  been 
lost.  The  writer  suggests  that  the  American  Library  Association  should 
get  together  a  representative  collection  of  library  plans  with  complete 
records  of  detail,  materials  and  cost.  With  each  plan  might  be  filed  the 
mature  judgment  of  librarians  who  have  used  the  building  as  to  its 
merits  and  defects,  so  that  inquirers  about  any  type  of  library  might 
be  referred  to  examples  for  imitation. 

70.  The  writer  is  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  a  common  basis 
of  design  for  branch  libraries  with  a  provision  for  future  growth  and 
development  of  the  library  system.  The  essential  floor  spaces  with 
which  every  design  should  start  are  the  delivery  desk  space,  the  adults* 
and  children's  reading-rooms,  the  stack  space  and  the  boiler-room. 
Accessory  rooms,  advisable  but  not  necessary,  are  a  room  for  the  recep- 
tion and  despatch  of  books,  the  librarian's  room,  the  study  room,  a  small 
lecture  room  and  public  toilet  rooms.  The  location  of  the  delivery  desk 
is  the  most  important  point  in  planning.  As  regards  fire  it  will  be 
sufficient  if  the  boiler  and  coal  rooms  alone  are  of  fireproof  construc- 
tion. Architects  and  librarians  worked  in  harmony  in  the  erection  of 
the  Carnegie  libraries  in  Brooklyn,  which  were  only  put  up  after  careful 
inspection  and  comparison  of  other  branch  libraries  in  America,  with 
the  result  that  the  fourteen  branches  constructed  under  this  scheme 
have  given  complete  satisfaction. 
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Italian. 

La  Bibliofilia  (July- August). 

D*EssLiNO  (Prince). — The  first  woodcut  ornaments   in   Venetian 

books  {illustrated). 
Olschki  (L.  S.). — Report  to  the  Bibliographical  Congress  of  Milan 

on  the  Italian  customs  duties  on  the  exportation  and  importa- 
tion of  old  books. 
LusBNA  (E.).— Report  on  the  same  in  relation  to  the  law. 
Lbsca  (G.). — Unpublished  notes  by  Poscolo  at  Cino   da   Pistoia 

{concluded), 
Cblani  (E.). — Notes,  property-marks,  etc.,  in  printed  books  at  the 

R.  Biblioteca  Angelica,  Rome  {concluded)  {illustrated), 
Vajna  db  Pava  (E.). — On  a  MS.  of  Dati's  Sfera  and  a  Laurenzian 

MS.  contain mg  Andalo  di  Negro's  Sfera  (concluded), 
BoPFiTO  (G.). — Essay  in  the  bibliography  of  Italian   aeronautics 

{concluded). 
Anselmi  (A.). — The  panoramic  plan  of  Roccacontrada,  or  Arceviaf 

drawn  by  Ercole  Ramazzani  in  1594. 

Dutch. 

Tijdschrift  voor  Back-  en  Bihliotheekwesen  (July-August). 

ENSCHEDic  (J.  W.). — On  the  description  of  titles  at  the  Publishers' 

Congress,  Milan. 
BuROBR  (C.  P.),  Junr.— "The  labyrinth." 
WuBBBN  (C.  H.  E.). — A  platt-deutsch  book  announcement  at  the 

end  of  the  fifteenth  century. 
Vbrhbydbn  (P.). — Bindings  with    blind-tooling  in   the    Museum 

Plantin-Moretus  {concluded)  {illustrated), 
Dbla  Montaonb  (V.  A.). — Dutch  books  printed  in  the  Walloon 

districts  and  in  foreign  countries  (third  list). 
Enschbd^  (J.  W.). — The  foremost  question  in  the  printer's  Acuity 

of  the  Royal  Flemish  Academy. 


ABSTRACTS  OF  LIBRARY  REPORTS. 

Reports  for  analysis  should  he  sent  to  The  Publications  Committee, 
Library  Association,  London  School  of  Economics,  Clare  Market,  B.C, 
After  they  have  been  noticed  they  will  be  placed  in  the  Association  Library. 


Name- 

Period  ind 
No. 

Ditly 
Average. 

dito/e. 

I 

Battcrsca 

t905-6  (44 

54.300 

I4'4^ 

408,573 

i;^3 

a 

Birmuigham  . 

304,Sm 

37.716 

1,4851796 

£^7*9^3 

3 

Crovdon 

1905-6(17) 
1905^  (6) 

S3.S39 

13*554 

446.9JO 
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4,167 

4 

Upper  Norwood 

8,843 
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7'"978 

363 

743 

5 

Kettering      . 
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7-674 

X333 

75.954 

346 , 
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Leeds   .        ,        . 
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37,301 
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10,604 
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Leicester 
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17.611 

477»5«6 

— 

6,soo 

8 

Liocoin 
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13.877 

87.633 

— 

B98 
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Portsmouth  , 

68,133 

— 

384,674 

— 

3*370 

IQ 

Rjcbmond     . 

1905-6 135) 

31.540 

3.2?77 

93.319 

416 

i<o09 

II 

Si^kport 

1905-6 

26,534 

4-7DO 

ii9.^H3 

399 

1,343 

13 

Weatminster . 

190S-6 

115.054 

11,683 

S<38335 

13,154 

13 

Willoden  Green   . 

1905-6 

I3.4t6 

— 

^3.416 

377 

978 

M 

Wimbledon  . 

190S-6  (19) 
i9C»S-*(i3) 

16,060 

3-Sai 

iao,3sg 

i»394 

IS 

York      . 

35.740 

S.6S4 

170,356 

^^ 

1.709 

I.  Two  branches.     University  Extension  Lectures. 

3.  Two  branches.      Issues  include  illustrations.      School    Libraries  issues, 

70,265.     Library  Talks,  children  and  adults.    Additional  accommodation 
for  Children's  Room  wanted. 

4.  Joint,  Croydon  and  Lambeth. 

9.  Two  branches.     New  Carnegie  Branch  building. 
10.  Extension — Reference  Library  and  Magazine  Room — opened.  ^ 
12.  Five  libraries.     Experiment  in  Sunday  opening  at  two  libraries,  6  p.m.  to 
9  P.M.,  October  to  March.     Provision  of  books  for  blind  •*  not  very  suc- 
cessful '' :  discontinued,  but  Braille  magazines  taken. 
13*  £3»o<x>  ^om  Dr.  Carnegie  for  enlargement. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF 
THE  TWENTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF 
THE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

Held  at  Bradford,  4TH  to  6th  September,  1906* 

MONDAY,  3RD  SEPTEMBER. 

On  Monday  evening  the  members  of  the  Library  Association  were 
entertained  by  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress  of  Bradford  (Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Whitehead)  at  a  conversazione  in  the  Cartwright  Memorial  Hall. 
The  Mayor  and  Mayoress  and  the  President,  Sir  W.  H.  Bailey,  re- 
ceived the  visitors.  There  were  about  four  hundred  persons  present, 
including  many  members  of  the  Local  Reception  Committee. 

TUESDAY,  4TH  SEPTEMBER. 

First  Morning  Session. 

The  President  (Sir  William  H.  Bailey)  took  the  chair,  and  was 
accompanied  on  the  platform  by  the  Mayor  of  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  A. 
Whitehead),  Mr.  Alderman  Toothill  (Chairman  of  the  Bradford  Libraries 
Committee),  Mr.  CouncillorRobert  Roberts  (Chairman  of  the  Education 
Committee,  Bradford),  Mr.  L.  S.  Jast(Hon.  Secretary),  Mr.  H.  R.  Tedder 
(Hon.  Treasurer),  and  Mr.  Butler  Wood  (Bradford  City  Librarian). 

Civic  Welcome. 

The  Mayor  said :  It  is  my  first  duty  to  extend  to  you  a  very  hearty 
welcome  to  the  city  of  Bradford.  I  hope  that  your  stay  in  Bradford 
will  be  very  pleasant,  and  that  on  your  return  to  your  homes  you  will 
carry  back  pleasant  recollections  of  the  city.  I  hope  also  that  as  a  result 
of  your  Conference  here  you  may  have  increased  devotion  and  zeal  in 
your  work.  Your  work  is  particularly  important.  I  take  it  in  this 
materialistic  age,  this  age  of  pleasure-seeking,  you  are  trying  to  create 
and  foster  a  love  of  literature  and  art,  and  I  am  sure  in  these  times,  when 
we  live  at  high  pressure,  we  need  some  repose  of  mind  and  reflection. 
I  remember  many  years  ago  Mr.  Gladstone,  speaking  to  some  young 
men  at  Hawarden,  told  them  how  he  took  his  recreation.  After  an 
arduous  day  of  official  work,  or  in  leading  the  House  of  Commons,  when 
he  returned  to  his  home  he  took  his  recreation  in  reading.  I  am  sure 
if  you,  gentlemen,  can  instil  into  the  rising  generation  of  the  day  that 
desire  to  seek  repose  and  reflection  in  readmg,  you  will  be  doing  for  the 
community  a  great  work.  I  have  only  to  extend  to  you  again  a  very 
hearty  welcome,  and  to  suggest  to  your  President,  since  the  weather  has 
been  so  tropical,  that  he  will  not  work  you  ladies  and  gentlemen  too 
hard. 

Alderman  J.  S.  Toothill  (Chairman  of  the  Bradford  Libraries  Com- 
mittee) also  extended  a  welcome  to  the  visitors,  and  remarking  upon  the 


Proceedings  of  the  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Meeting,      483 

Mayor's  advice  that  the  members  should  not  be  worked  too  hard,  sug- 
gested that  they  knew  how  to  take  care  of  themselves  in  that  matter. 
He  had  seen  the  members  of  that  Association  under  all  sorts  of  condi- 
tions, and  though  they  knew  how  to  play  they  would,  he  was  sure,  stick 
to  their  work  also. 

Mr.  R.  Roberts  (Chairman  of  the  Bradford  Education  Committee) 
also  briefly  welcomed  the  visitors,  and  intimated  that  the  educational 
establishments  of  Bradford  were  open  for  their  inspection. 

The  President,  in  responding,  said :  I  am  somewhat  embarrassed  in 
returning  thanks  in  a  proper  manner  for  the  great  cordiality  of  the 
civic  welcome  which  has  been  extended  to  us.  We  are  here  on  the 
business  of  the  Empire.  There  is  no  work  worthier  than  the  business 
on  which  we  are  to  be  engaged  during  this  week.  There  are  many 
cures  for  bad  trade,  and  for  the  many  aggravating  social  questions  which 
come  before  public  men  like  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  as  well  as  for  the  many 
ills  of  life,  but  I  believe  the  foundation  of  public  prosperity  is  to  be 
found  in  the  schools  and  colleges  and  libraries  of  this  country.  To 
use  these  agencies  in  a  proper  manner  will  make  citizens  better  and 
stronger  in  mind  and  body.  The  greatest  and  best  possible  future  for 
this  Empire  will  only  be  attained  when  the  people  of  the  country  have 
come  to  know  more  and  more  the  treasures  which  are  in  our  care  in 
our  great  libraries.  With  greater  knowledge  many  of  the  questions 
which  appear  insoluble  to-day  will  become  soluble,  and  we  shall  have 
a  better  realisation  of  the  ideal  of  citizenship  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  this  land. 

Election  of  Council. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  scrutineers'  certificates  as  to  the 
result  of  the  election  for  Council  and  officers,  printed  in  the  Record 
for  August  (pp.  397-98). 

The  names  of  candidates  for  membership  in  the  Association,  ap- 
proved by  the  Council  since  the  last  Monthly  Meeting,  were  presented 
as  follows : — 

Full  Members. 

Joseph  Drew  Appleby,  Els  wick  Leather  Works,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Daniel  Wood  Herd  man.  Assistant  Librarian,  Public  Libraries,  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne. 

Frank  Richardson,  Elswick  Leather  Works,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

B.  Riley,  Bookbinder,  Westgate,  Huddersfield. 

Sir  William  Stephens,  Member  of  Peel  Park,  Salford,  Free  Library 
Committee,  Eccles  Old  Road,  Salford. 

William  Barton  Young,  Librarian,  Public  Library,  Erith. 

Joseph  Daykin,  Organising  Secretary,  Yorkshire  Union  of  Institutes  and 
Yorkshire  Library. 

West  Hartlepool  Public  Library. 

Signet  Library,  Edinburgh. 

Chelmsford  l^ublic  Library. 

Local  Members. 

Councillor  Barbour,  Public  Library,  Oriel  Road,  Bootle. 
Miss  Chadburn,  Atkinson  Free  Library,  Southport. 

The  ballot  having  been  suspended  by  resolution,  the  President  put 
the  above  names  to  the  meeting,  and  on  a  vote  declared  them  to  be 
unanimously  elected. 

The  President  referred  with  deep  regret  to  the  absence  from  the 
meeting  of  Alderman  J.  W.  Southern  (Public  Libraries  Committee, 
Manchester),  in  consequence  of  ill-health. 
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Presidential  Address. 

The  President  then  delivered  his  address,  which  is  printed  in  this 
number  of  the  Record. 

Councillor  H.  Plummer  (Chairman  of  the  Public  Libraries  Com- 
mittee, Manchester)  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President  for  his 
address.  He  thought  the  President  in  the  three  main  thoughts  which 
he  had  presented  in  his  address  had  touched  the  whole  science  of  their 
library  work.  The  work  of  the  library  was  first  of  all — and  by  no 
means  of  the  least  importance — a  work  of  recreation.  They  were  all 
tired  of  hearing  their  library  system  abused  because  of  the  great  cir- 
culation of  fiction.  Secondly,  their  library  work  was  assuredly  a  work 
of  education ;  and  thirdly,  and  perhaps  the  most  important  aspect  of  all, 
was  that  their  library  work  was  a  source  of  inspiration  for  noble  living 
and  noble  acting.  When  they  remembered  that  they  had  within  the 
walls  of  their  libraries  all  the  greatest  thoughts  of  the  world  in  all  ages, 
they  obtained  the  highest  conception  of  their  work  as  librarians. 
Those  to  whom  he  was  speaking  had  gone  into  the  work  because  they 
loved  it,  and  many  busy  men  in  other  fields  of  life,  like  Sir  William 
Bailey,  had  found  in  literature  one  of  their  greatest  pleasures.  Sir 
William  was  a  great  captain  of  industry,  but  he  was  happily  able  to 
combine  the  virtues  of  the  toiling  many  and  the  resting  few.  His 
recreation  was  literature,  and  he  was  endowed  in  a  very  notable  degree 
with  the  imaginative  faculty,  which  had  added  so  much  charm  to  the 
address  they  had  heard  that  morning.  For  that  address  they  wished  to 
thank  Sir  William  very  heartily. 

Mr.  Butler  Wood  (Bradford  City  Librarian)  seconded  the  resolu- 
tion, remarking  that  Sir  William  was  beloved  of  every  member  of  the 
Library  Association. 

The  Mayor  op  Bradford  put  the  resolution  to  the  meeting,  which 
was  carried  unanimously. 

Sir  William  Bailey,  in  responding,  humorously  took  credit  to 
himself  for  having  delivered  a  Presidential  Address  to  the  Library 
Association  without  having  mentioned  the  terra  cottas  of  Babylon  or 
the  burning  of  the  Alexandrian  Library.  In  these  times  of  foreign 
competition  their  work  was  the  more  important  because  it  was  the 
base  of  all  resistance  to  the  foreigner.  There  were  a  great  many  quack 
remedies  for  the  trouble,  but  this  was  the  true  one.  He  was  not  talking 
politics,  because  he  knew  that  librarians  had  neither  politics  nor 
religion. 

American  Visitors. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  announced  that  among  those  present  was 
Mr.  Frank  P.  Hill,  Chief  Librarian  of  Brooklyn,  an  Ex-President  of 
the  American  Library  Association.  Mr.  Jast  added  an  expression  of 
his  obligations  to  Mr.  Hill  for  the  courtesies  which  he  had  rendered 
him  on  his  visit  to  St.  Louis. 

Mr.  F.  P.  Hill  responded  to  the  welcome  given  him,  and  said  he 
brought  to  the  Association  the  greetings  of  the  American  Library 
Association.  He  mentioned  also  that  two  other  Americans  were  ex- 
pected at  the  Conference  during  the  day — one  the  Librarian  of  Dart- 
mouth College,  and  the  other  the  head  of  the  Architectural  Department 
of  Columbia  University.  It  was  but  the  other  day  that  he  himself  had 
laid  down  the  gavel  of  President  of  the  American  Library  Association, 
and  there  were  present  at  the  meeting  at  which  he  did  so  950  librarians 
and  others,  a  great  majority  of  whom  were  women.     He  was  glad  to 
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see  a  larger  number  of  ladies  present  that  day  than  were  in  attendance 
at  the  International  Convention  of  1897. 

A  Survey  of  the  Public  Library  Movement  in  Bradford. 

By  MiLBs  E.  Hartley  (Deputy  Librarian,  Public  Library,  Brad- 
ford).     This  paper,  having  been  printed,  was  taken  as  read. 

History  of  the  Bradford  Library  and  Literary  Society. 
By  William  Scruton. 

Brief  History  of  the  Bradford  IMechanics*  Institute  Library. 

By  C.  A.  Federer,  L.C.P. 

The  above  papers  were  read  in  abstract  by  the  writers. 

The  President,  in  thanking  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr.  Scruton  and  Mr. 
Federer  for  their  papers,  mentioned  that  it  was  of  very  great  interest 
to  know  the  struggles  of  the  various  local  libraries.  The  account  of 
the  work  of  the  Bradford  Mechanics'  Institute  was  of  peculiar  interest 
to  himself,  having  been  a  manager  of  a  Mechanics'  Institute,  which 
had  no  longer  any  use ;  the  managers  were  compelled  by  the  Charity 
Commissioners  to  sell  the  premises,  and  to  expend  the  money  in  various 
educational  prizes. 

Village  Libraries,  with  special  reference  to  Yorkshire. 

By  Joseph  Daykin  (Organising  Secretary  of  the  Yorkshire  Union 
of  Institutes  and  Yorkshire  Village  Library). 

Alderman  J.  S.  Toothill  (Bradford)  observed  that  a  good  deal  had 
been  done  to  develop  town  life  during  the  last  twenty-five  years. 
Streets  had  been  improved,  parks  laid  out,  public  libraries  established,, 
and  there  had  been  marvellous  developments  in  the  educational 
machinery  of  the  great  centres  of  population,  which  had  worked  wonders^ 
But  the  country  districts  seemed  to  have  been  neglected.  If  the  lib- 
rarians would  make  it  a  matter  of  conscience  to  work  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  rural  districts,  a  vast  alteration  might  soon  be  effected. 

Councillor  T.  C.  Abbott  (Manchester)  remarked  that  Mr.  Daykin 
had  spoken  of  the  difficulty  there  was  in  securing  the  adoption  of  the 
Libraries  Acts  in  the  country  districts  owing  to  the  selfish  opposition  of 
those  who  did  not  want  to  use  the  library.  He  had  had  an  illustration 
of  this  in  a  somewhat  aristocratic  neighoourhood  which  he  knew  well. 
There  a  decision  on  the  question  of  establishing  a  free  library  had  just 
been  taken.  The  well-to-do,  even  wealthy  residents  in  this  district  ob- 
jected to  be  taxed  to  provide  for  the  poorer  inhabitants  something  which 
the  richer  did  not  wish  to  use  when  it  was  provided.  It  was  forgotten 
very  often  that  the  passing  of  the  Free  Libraries  Acts  was  an  attempt 
on  the  part  of  the  well-to-do  to  help  the  poorer.  In  the  contest  to 
which  he  referred  one  of  the  meanest  devices  he  had  ever  heard  of  was 
resorted  to  by  the  landlords  and  large  property  owners.  Notice  was 
given  to  the  tenants  that  if  the  Libraries  Acts  came  into  operation  and 
were  adopted,  sixpence  per  week  would  be  placed  upon  the  rentals  of 
the  cottages.  The  result,  of  course,  was  that  those  who  were  enthusi- 
astic for  the  establishment  of  a  library  were  beaten  at  the  poll  by  a  few 
votes.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  now  that  the  Library  Association 
had  branches  organised,  and  were  more  or  less  active  throughout  the 
country,  that  they  might  do  a  good  deal  of  missionary  work  and  edu- 
cate people  to  understand  the  need  for  libraries. 
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Councillor  H.  Plummbr  (Manchester)  said  that  in  his  opinion  this 
strong  opposition  did  not  take  its  rise  among  the  rich  class.  As  Chair- 
man of  the  Manchester  Free  Libraries  he  had  been  asked  to  advocate 
the  adoption  of  the  Libraries  Acts  in  two  important  districts  round 
Manchester.  One  was  a  manufacturing  town,  Radcliffe,  and  there  the 
opposition  came  not  from  the  rich  but  from  the  tradesmen  and  poorer 
householders  who  were  apprehensive  of  a  rise  in  the  rates.  The  cir- 
cumstances were  somewhat  similar  in  Winslow,  a  village  in  Cheshire. 
Those  who  knew  the  feeling  in  the  non-county  boroughs  in  regard  to 
the  rate  for  county  purposes,  would  know  that  the  attempt  to  place 
further  powers  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Councils  and  to  levy  a  rate 
for  library  purposes  would  meet  with  most  strenuous  opposition.  In 
old  times  the  county  rate  was  comparatively  trivial,  and  the  assess- 
ments were  accepted  lightly  enough,  but  now  there  was  the  utmost 
feeling  with  regard  to  the  exactions,  as  they  were  called,  of  the  County 
Council,  and  the  assessments  were  constantly  appealed  against. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Grbenhough  (Reading)  endorsed  what  had  been  said 
by  Mr.  Plummer. 

Mr.  J.  J.  OoLE  (Director  of  Education,  Bootle)  suggested  that  a  copy 
of  the  paper  should  be  sent  to  ever^  director  of  education  in  the  country. 
It  gave  them  exactly  the  information  which  they  were  wanting  all  over 
the  country  at  the  present  moment. 

Mr.  J.  W.  PuRVEs  (Workington)  suggested  that  town  librarians 
might  do  a  good  deal  to  help  the  country  districts.  Through  an  agita- 
tion in  which  he  had  had  a  share,  a  library  had  been  established  at 
Harrington,  a  village  near  Workington,  with  8,000  books.  He  must 
endorse  what  had  been  said  as  to  the  selfishness  of  the  wealthier  classes. 
At  Abbots  Distington  their  efforts  were  killed  by  the  rector,  who  was 
a  man  who  used  books  himself  and  ought  to  have  known  better. 
Their  object  had  been  to  get  the  use  of  the  schools  as  public  reading- 
rooms.  He  believed  that  the  best  way  to  get  people  back  to  the  land 
was  to  give  them  something  to  do  in  the  long  winter  evenings.  The 
towns,  he  was  convinced,  might  do  more  for  the  districts  round  about 
them  than  they  were  doing,  and  more  could  be  done  than  was  now  done 
with  the  powers  at  their  disposal. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  said  that  Mr.  Councillor  Abbott  had  made  the 
excellent  suggestion  that  the  Branch  Associations  should  do  their  best 
to  educate  their  various  districts  as  to  what  libraries  meant.     That  was 
work  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  Branch  Associations,  which,  of  course, 
would  know  their  own  districts  better  than  the  central  body.     At  the 
same  time  it  was  one  department  of  work  in  which  the  Library  As- 
sociation  had  been   extremely  deficient.     They  had  done  practically 
nothing  to  impress  on  the  ordinary  man  in   the  street  the  immense 
importance  of  the  library  movement.     Only  the  other  day  he  had  re- 
ceived  a  letter  from  a  public   man  who  asked  for  ammunition  in  a 
campaign  he  was  carrying  on  in  his  district  for  the  adoption  of  the 
Libraries  Acts.    When  it  was  said,  as  hi»  opponents  were  saying,  that 
public  libraries  were  simply  circulators  of  fiction  to  servant  maids, 
what  was  he  to  answer  ?     He  wanted  replies  to  the  objections  commonly 
urged   against   libraries — replies  based  on  experience.      The  Library 
Association  had  nothing  to  send  him.     It  seemed  to  him  that  as  an 
Association  they  ought  to  be  able  to  put  into  the  hands  of  such  a  man 
a  clear  statement  in  black  and  white  of  the  advantages  and  results  of 
public  libraries,  a  brief,  in  short,  for  the  library.     In  this  particular  case 
the  best  thing  that  he  knew  was  a  publication  issued  by  the  American 
Library  Association,  which  he  sent  him.    They  might  also  do  good  by 
drawing  up  something  in  the  way  of  a  lantern  lecture.    This  might 
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show  in  a  simple  manner  what  public  libraries  were  doing  all  over  the 
country.  He  could  not  conceive  of  any  more  complete  reply  to  the 
antagonistic  criticism  which  was  frequently  levelled  against  libraries 
than  a  perfectly  simple  illustrated  account  of  the  kind  he  suggested. 

Mr.  H.  D.  Roberts  (Brighton)  moved:  "That  the  Council  of  the 
Library  Association  be  requested  to  consider  as  to  the  compilation  and 
publication  of  propagandist  literature,  and  the  preparation  of  a  lantern 
lecture  for  use  as  may  be  required  ". 

Mr.  E.  A.  Savaqe  (Wallasey)  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  Prbsident  said  that  there  was  unhappily  a  great  disposition 
to  resist  the  establishment  of  free  libraries  for  fear  of  the  rate  which 
they  would  entail.  The  criminal  classes  in  this  country  consisted  of 
two  sections — the  idle  rich  and  the  idle  poor.  The  Libraries  Acts  were 
obtained  in  the  first  instance  by  a  great  act  of  chivalry  on  the  part  of 
the  middle  classes,  who  realised  the  value  that  the  libraries  would  be 
to  their  poorer  fellow-citizens.  But  some  rich  men  of  to-day  cared 
nothing  for  their  poorer  fellow-citizens,  and  where  of  late  years  libraries 
had  been  obtained,  it  had  been  mainly  through  the  missionary  efforts 
of  a  very  few  men.  There  was  no  doubt  that  in  some  rural  districts  the 
opposition  would  be  influential.  He  had  himself  offered  an  observatory, 
properly  fitted,  to  one  rural  district.  It  was  to  have  cost  him  ;f250 
or  £y>Oi  but  it  was  not  accepted  because  it  was  understood  that  the 
instruments  would  cost  ;^5  a  year  to  keep  clean,  and  he  had  to  with- 
draw the  offer.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  this  narrow-minded  paltry 
spirit  in  the  districts  around  the  towns.  The  suburban  man  was  an 
animal  of  slow  circulation,  whose  literature  was  the  evening  paper,  and 
whose  one  interest  was  golf. 

Mr.  T.  Duckworth  (Worcester)  said  that  what  was  wanted  in  the 
villages  was  not  expensive  permanent  libraries,  but  travelling  libraries. 
In  many  places  expensive  buildings  were  being  erected  which  would 
absorb  the  whole  income  of  the  rate  in  establishment  charges  and 
leave  nothing  for  books. 

Mr.  T.  FoRMBY  (Liverpool)  mentioned  a  place  in  which  Mr.  Carnegie 
was  building  a  library  at  a  cost  of  ;^2,ooo,  though  the  whole  income  of 
the  rate  would  be  only  £^0  a  year. 

Mr.  Tapley  Soper  (Exeter)  suggested  that  unless  an  instruction 
was  given  to  the  Council  to  report  on  the  matter  of  the  resolution  at  the 
next  Annual  Meeting,  no  more  would  be  heard  of  the  subject. 

The  President  thought  the  request  embodied  in  the  resolution 
would  surely  be  enough.  In  regard  to  the  subject  of  big  buildings  and 
small  incomes,  he  observed  that  if  a  man  with  an  income  of  i"ioo  a 
year  went  to  live  in  a  £'j$  house  he  could  only  end  in  bankruptcy.  It 
was  similarly  in  regard  to  libraries.  In  some  small  libraries  there  had 
been  a  lavish  expenditure  on  bricks  and  mortar,  but  the  books  were 
starved. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  the 
session  concluded. 

The  Mayor's  Luncheon. 

The  members  and  other  guests  were  entertained  to  luncheon  by  the 
Mayor  and  Mayoress  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Whitehead),  there  being 
present  a  company  of  nearly  300.  Among  the  Mayor's  supporters  were 
the  President  and  two  of  the  Parliamentary  members  for  the  city,  Alder- 
man W.  E.  B.  Priestley  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Jowett. 

After  the  loyal  toast  had  been  given  from  the  Chairman, 
Mr.  S.  P.  Unwin  proposed  ^The  Library  Association".     Bradford, 
■said   Mr.    Unwin,  claimed  to  be   no   mean  city;    it  was  one  of  the 
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great  cities  of  a  great  Empire,  and  the  citizens  were  accastomed  from 
time  to  time  to  see  with  pleasure  and  delight  their  Chief  Mag^istrate 
entertain  various  public  bodies.  They  were  especially  pleased  to  see  a 
body  so  useful  and  so  distinguished  as  the  Library  Association. 
Libraries  had  been  very  much  with  us  of  late.  Every  toivn  in  Hngland 
that  respected  itself  had  a  library— or  desired  one ;  and  the  members 
would  be  familiar  with  the  praiseworthy  efforts  of  Mr.  Carnegie  to  get 
rid  of  his  immense  fortune  by  building  libraries.  But  he  hoped  there 
was  an  increasing  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  read  our  increas- 
ing literature.  The  members  of  the  Library  Association  represented 
a  much  greater  thing  than  libraries.  They  represented  the  whole  body 
of  the  literature  of  the  world.  Literature  was  really  the  most  im- 
portant movement  of  all  human  activity.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
world  that  the  race  had  done,  that  the  race  had  constructed,  that  the 
race  had  given  birth  to,  equal  to  the  whole  body  of  its  literature.  And 
without  a  literature  no  other  work  would  be  possible.  If  one  g^enera- 
tion  had  not  handed  down  to  all  succeeding  generations  the  result  of 
its  work,  if  the  gathering  experience  of  the  race  had  not  been  set  forth 
for  us  by  master-minds  in  all  departments  of  literature,  each  genera- 
tion would  have  had  to  begin  at  the  beginning,  and  the  progress  \^e  had 
made  would  have  been  impossible.  There  were  heights  and  depths  in 
human  nature  that  no  body  of  literature,  no  number  of  men,  no  number 
of  books  had  ever  been  able  to  set  down.  There  were  times  when 
literature  blossomed  forth  in  full  effulgence,  but  the  present  age  in 
literature,  as  in  some  other  things,  must,  he  thought,  be  called  the  age 
of  mediocrity.  It  was  mediocre  in  art,  in  the  church,  in  the  stage,  in 
law  and  in  various  other  departments  of  activity.  There  ^vas  one  sole 
exception,  and  that  was  applied  and  experimental  science,  which  was 
never  more  prosperous,  never  doing  better  work,  never  making  more 
advance.  How  long  this  period  of  quiescence  would  last  no  man  could 
tell;  it  might  outlive  the  youngest  person  present,  or  it  might  end 
during  the  lifetime  of  some  of  the  younger  ones  among  them.      But 

Ev'n  from  the  tomb  the  voice  of  Nature  cries, 
Ev'n  in  our  ashes  live  their  wonted  fires ; 

and  they  might  have  perfect  confidence  that  those  ashes  would  glow- 
again  with  warmth  and  that  the  fire  would  be  rekindled. 

There  was  one  matter  which  he  considered  proper  to  that  occasion, 
and  it  was  the  subject  of  American  spelling.  The  American  President 
had  issued  an  edict  that  the  Government  departments  should  adopt  the 
new  style  of  spelling  for  a  certain  number  of  words.  But  it  was  hardly 
in  the  province  of  even  so  great  a  man  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  alter  the  spelling  of  the  English  language.  He  would  have 
shown  better  judgment  and  taste  if  he  had  proposed,  as  he  might  easily 
have  done,  a  conference  of  the  English-speaking  people.  Every  word 
in  the  English  language  in  its  spelling  enshrined  its  history.  And  if 
they  were  to  alter  the  spelling  of  those  words  and  destroy  the  history 
of  the  English  language,  they  would  lose  a  fund  of  immense  interest  ta 
the  whole  human  race. 

The  President  (Sir  Wm.  H.  Bailey),  in  responding,  said  that  the 
desire  of  the  Library  Association  was  to  benefit  the  Empire,  to  facilitate 
the  getting  of  knowledge,  to  let  the  ignorant  know  about  the  knowledge 
in  the  libraries  of  the  country.  Men  who  loved  literature  were  the 
best  citizens  we  had.  In  proposing  the  health  of  the  Mayor,  Sir  Wm. 
asked  His  Worship's  acceptance,  on  behalf  of  the  Corporation,  of  a 
picture  of  two  statues  in  the  Manchester  Town  Hall — statues  of  John 
Dalton,  author  of  the  atomic  theory,  and  James  Prescott  Joule,  dis- 
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coverer  of  the  law  of  the  conservation  of  energy  and  the  mechanical 
equivalent  of  heat. 

The  Mayor,  in  acknowledging  the  compliment,  said  it  had  been 
a  great  pleasure  to  welcome  the  Library  Association  to  Bradford. 
He  could  only  hope  that  their  visit  would  be  a  very  pleasant  one, 
and  that  they  would  go  away  with  happy  memories  of  the  city.  In 
conclusion,  he  thanked  Sir  William  for  the  thought  and  kindness 
which  had  prompted  his  gift. 

First  Afternoon  Session. 

On  the  resumption  of  the  Conference  after  luncheon.  Dr.  J. 
Gordon  Parker  (Herold*s  Institute,  Bermondsey)  gave  an  address  on 

The  Leather  Question. 

Dr.  Parker  said  he  intended  to  deal  only  with  a  few  points  which 
were  important  from  the  librarian's  standpoint  These  were,  first,  the 
structure  of  leather  ;  secondly,  the  preparation  of  leather ;  and  thirdly, 
one  or  two  reasons  why  certain  leathers  and  certain  methods  of  pre- 
paring the  leather  for  bookbinding  had  been  unanimously  condemned 
by  the  Society  of  Arts'  Committee  on  Bookbinding  Leathers. 

Speaking  first  of  the  structure,  Or.  Parker  said  that  all  skins  in 
common  use  for  bookbinding  were  practically  similar  in  structure.  The 
skin  was  made  up  of  fibres,  or  fibrils  as  they  were  usually  called.  In 
the  outer  or  grain  surface  of  leather  these  nbrils  ran  parallel  with  the 
surface,  and  were  so  fine  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  separate  them 
except  under  a  good  microscope.  Below  this  layer,  and  constituting 
the  great  proportion  of  the  skin,  there  was  a  layer  in  which  the  fibres, 
instead  of  bemg  felted  close  together,  were  in  bundles,  and  their  direc- 
tion was  at  right  angles  with  the  surface.  On  the  inner,  or  flesh  side 
of  the  skin,  there  was  a  tendency  for  the  fibrils  to  run  parallel  with  the 
surface,  and  these  tied  together  the  bundles  of  fibres  and  tended  greatly 
to  the  strength  of  the  skin.  The  custom  of  paring  the  skin  down  was 
generally  to  be  deprecated.  In  this  process  of  paring  the  root  of  the 
bundles  of  fibrils  was  cut  o£f,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  strength  of 
a  skin.  So  much  so  that  a  skin  which  had  been  pared  down  by  one 
quarter  of  its  thickness  lost  thereby  60  per  cent  of  its  stren^h.  Skins 
which  had  been  ''plated"  or  embossed  also  suffered  considerably  in 
strength.  The  elasticity  of  the  fibrils  was  impaired,  and  in  the  process 
of  the  use  of  a  book  the  leather  wherever  it  was  bent  went  through  a 
process  of  gradual  disruption.  This  process  of  "plating"  was  effected 
by  passing  the  skin  between  electrotype  rollers  bearing  the  ^rain  of 
■some  natural  skin.  It  might  be  the  grain  of  another  and  superior  skin, 
which  was  impressed  upon  an  inferior  kind,  or  it  might  be  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  defective  character  of  the  skin  it  was  thought  well  to 
impress  upon  it  its  own  kind  of  grain.  Thus  sheepskin  was  frequently 
given  the  grain  of  other  skins,  especially  morocco. 

There  was  an  opinion  among  librarians  and  bookbinders  that  if 
anything  strong  was  required  pigskin  must  be  used.  There  was  no 
denying  its  strength,  but  in  consequence  of  its  natural  thickness  it  was 
unsuitable  for  any  but  large  books.  When  used  for  small  books  it  was 
prepared  and  reduced,  and  this  process  by  taking  away  a  good  deal  of 
the  gelatine,  greatly  reduced  its  strength.  Thus  for  large  books  like 
folios,  and  larger,  pigskin  was  suitable.  In  smaller  books  it  was  the 
most  unsuitable  skin  that  could  be  used.  There  was  another  point 
which  had  been  misunderstood.  In  the  first  reports  which  had  con- 
demned Persians  under  certain  conditions,  it  had  not  been  made  quite 
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clear  that  Persian  leathers  as  they  were  imported  into  this  country  were 
not  absolutely  to  be  condemned,  despite  their  defective  tannage,  pro- 
vided their  subsequent  treatment  was  properly  carried  out.  They  were, 
however,  frequently  redressed  and  retanned  with  sumach,  and  in  the 
process  they  were  bleached  with  acid  in  order  to  take  a  light  shade. 
It  was  this  process  which  was  condemned,  and  skins  so  treated  were 
absolutely  unfit  for  bookbinding.  Persian  skins  which  had  not  been 
redressed  were  suitable  for  circulating  library  work,  of  which  the 
life  of  the  binding  was  not  expected  to  be  more  than  five  to  ten 
years.  He  had  had  it  mentioned  to  him  that  librarians  had  great 
difficulty  in  getting  their  Committees  to  agree  to  pay  higher  prices  for 
binding  in  guaranteed  leathers.  He  was  pleased  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  telling  librarians  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  pay  one  penny 
more  for  guaranteed  leathers  than  for  leathers  which  were  not  guaran- 
teed. Some  expert  manufacturers  and  himself  had  worked  it  out,  and  he 
had  been  confirmed  by  larger  firms  that  the  cost  of  dyeing  and  using 
organic  acids  instead  of  mineral  acids  only  made  a  difference  of  2d.  per 
dozen  skins,  so  that  that  extra  cost  might  be  allowed  to  be  taken  by  the 
manufacturer. 

There  was  a  tendency  to  cut  down  the  binding  contract  to  the 
lowest  limit,  and  he  was  told  by  a  bookbinder  that  when  he  had  cut 
down  a  tender  to  the  lowest  of  fair  limits,  there  was  always  a  danger 
that  a  tender  would  be  submitted  by  one  who  would  find  his  profit  in 
using  an  inferior  grade  of  material.  Even  if  the  leather  were  guaran- 
teed free  from  acid  and  sumach  tanned,  it  was  impossible  to  be  certain 
that  the  skin  was  sound,  and  that  it  was  not  a  reject  skin — the  skin 
of  an  animal  which  had  not  been  killed  in  full  health,  but  had  died  of 
disease.  Where  librarians  tried  to  cut  down  the  prices  of  bookbinding 
unduly,  and  to  get  leather  for  the  prices  the}^  ought  to  pay  for  buckram 
or  brown  paper,  they  ran  a  risk  of  getting  this  class  of  leather. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Barrett  (Glasgow)  thought  that  the  cutting  down  of 
contract  prices  for  bookbinding  was  not  done  by  the  librarian  but  by 
the  bookbinder.    The  duty  of  the  librarian  was  to  see  that  the  library 
got  the  article  bargained  for.    The  matter  was  urgent.    As  they  all  knew 
bindings  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries — even  sometimes 
of  the  fifteenth  century — remained  perfectly  sound  to-day,  while  more 
modem  bindings  perished  rapidly.     He  had  been  struck  with  this  in 
the  library  of  the  late  Prof.  John  Nichol,  who  had  a  fine  collection  of 
early  editions  of  English   classics,  which   he  had  rebound  rather  ex- 
pensively in  full  calf.     He  lived  to  see  these  perish  almost  entirely, 
a  circumstance  which   probably   did  something  to  shorten   his    life. 
Librarians  must  express  tjieir  mdebtedness  to  the  Society  of  Arts  for 
taking  up  the  matter,  and  especially  to  Dr.  Gordon  Parker,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham  Hulme,  Mr.  Cyril  Davenport  and  Mr.  Seymour  Jones  for  the  great 
amount  of  care  and  talent  they  had  devoted  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  Peter  Cowell  (Liverpool)  asked  if  there  was  any  reasonable 
way  of  detecting,  when  a  book  had  been  bound,  whether  the  leather  was 
altogether  satisfactory  or  the  reverse. 

Dr.  Gordon  Parker  :  You  would  have  to  strip  the  book,  soak  the 
leather  to  remove  dressings,  and  put  it  under  the  microscope. 

In  reply  to  other  questions,  Dr.  Parker  said  that  a  similar  process 
would  be  necessary  to  detect  reject  skins.  He  thought  the  maximum 
life  of  bindings  in  Persian  could  be  taken  at  ten  years.  For  cheap 
lending  library  work  Persians,  not  treated  with  mineral  acids,  and  not  re- 
dressed would  last  as  long  as  that.  The  small  pigskins,  such  as  came 
from  Austria  and  Hungary,  might  be  suitable  for  smaller  work  if  tanned 
with  sumach ;  but  Scotch  pigs  were  of  a  larger  breed,  and  unless  pared 
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down,  which  was  objectionable,  could  not  be  used  for  small  work. 
Generally  speaking,  small  skins  were  best  for  small  work.  For  ordin- 
ary average  lending  library  work,  either  sheep,  goat,  or  even  seal,  if  it 
could  be  afforded,  were  most  suitable.  Sheepskin  was  a  good  skin  if 
it  was  not  plated  to  represent  goatskin.  Goatskin  was  strong,  and 
seal  the  strongest  of  the  three. 

Mr.  RiLBY  (Huddersfield)  asked  if  reducing  the  thickness  of  the 
skin  from  the  outside  had  the  same  evil  effects  on  its  strength  as 
reducing  it  from  the  flesh  side. 

Dr.  Parker  said  it  had  not,  but  of  course  the  leather  would  then 
have  no  grain. 

Mr.  J.  Fazakerley  (Liverpool)  said  that  Dr.  Gordon  Parker's 
condemnation  of  paring  skins  was  no  doubt  theoretically  correct,  but 
practically  it  would  result  in  the  throwing  away  of  all  the  best  skins. 
The  fine  kinds  of  morocco  were  almost  always  too  thick  to  be  used  as 
they  were,  and  he  ventured  to  assert  that  even  pared  down  they  would 
last  a  hundred  years.  Morocco  was  very  hard  on  the  hair  surface. 
Sheep  had  a  very  poor  hair  surface  and  would  not  bear  a  great  amount 
of  rubbing.  He  had  a  very  poor  opinion  of  pigskin.  He  had  known^ 
pigskin  rot  through  in  twelve  months'  time.  Seal  was,  in  his  opinion, 
very  good  indeed,  but  it  was  a  greasy  skin  which  might  have  a  bad 
effect  on  books  which  were  ranged  with  it  on  the  shelf.  In  his  view 
morocco  was  the  best  bookbinder's  skin. 

Mr.  H.  Tapley  Soper  (Exeter)  asked  Dr.  Parker  if  seal  was  as 
durable  as  pigskin. 

Dr.  Parker  said  he  certainly  thought  seal  would  be  as  strong  as^ 
pig.  He  quite  agreed  that  it  was  in  practice  impossible  to  bind  with 
theoretical  perfection  and  never  to  pare  skins  down  at  all.  He  was 
condemning  rather  the  practice  of  excessive  paring.  In  many  cases 
instead  of  being  called  paring  it  ought  rather  to  be  called  splitting. 
Pigskin  under  some  circumstances  certainly  did  last  an  enormous  time. 
There  were  books  in  pigskin  of  very  great  antiquity  in  the  British 
Museum.  They  were,  however,  large  books,  and  not  so  absolutely 
accurate  in  their  binding  as  binders  endeavoured  to  be  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  Douglas  Cockerell  (London)  said  that  the  binder  must  have 
his  leather  thin  at  the  joints  or  the  books  would  not  open  readily,  or 
being  opened  the  weight  of  the  board  would  not  close  it,  and  the  book 
would  gape  like  a  dead  oyster.  The  matter  was  one  of  compromise, 
and  it  was  safer  for  the  moment  for  the  binder  to  prepare  his  leather 
thin.  In  his  opinion  it  was  better  to  use  firmer  leather  and  pare  judi- 
ciously than  to  use  young  skins.  Unfortunately,  it  was  impossible 
for  the  librarian  to  tell  whether  he  was  getting  that  which  he  had 
contracted  for.  If  the  binder  liked  he  could  fool  the  librarian  every 
time.  His  only  resource  was  to  deal  with  a  firm  whom  by  experience 
he  found  he  could  trust.  That  was  the  principle  on  which  he  acted 
in  buying  leather.  (At  this  point  the  debate  was  closured  by  the  Chair- 
man.) 

Relation  of  Public  Libraries  to  the  Present  System 
of  Education. 

By  Councillor  Robert  Roberts  (Chairman  of  the  Bradford  Educa- 
tion Committee). 

Councillor  W.  C.  Lupton  (Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Libraries  and 
Art  Gallery  Committee,  Bradford)  said  that  those  who  knew  Mr. 
Roberts  knew  him  to  be  essentially  an  idealist.      Listening  to  that 
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essay  he  had  been  reminded  of  a  well-known  picture  bv  John  Martin, 
-**  The  Plains  of  Heaven  **.  In  his  mature  years  he  had  not  the  same 
admiration  for  **  The  Plains  of  Heaven  "  that  he  had  in  earlier  da3ri, 
and  he  confessed  that  he  could  scarcely  rise  to  Mr.  Roberts'  ideals. 
Nor  could  he  altogether  agree  with  Mr.  Roberts'  views  as  to  the 
deplorable  state  of  society  through  the  public  not  taking  advantage 
of  free  libraries  as  they  might.  Mr.  Roberts  had  put  before  them  a 
series  of  propositions  with  which  they  could  hardly  quarrel,  but 
^hich  were  essentially  impossible  to  the  practical  mind  at  present. 
With  regard  to  the  suggestion  that  teachers  in  the  schools  engaged 
in  research  work  should  be  able  to  take  out  several  books  at  the 
«ame  time  from  the  reference  department  of  the  free  library,  there 
was  the  objection  that  such  a  system  would  mean  either  the  duplica- 
tion of  costly  books  or  the  formation  of  a  special  library.  The  whole 
system  would  have  to  be  revised.  As  to  lectures  on  art  and  litera- 
ture, there  were  in  Bradford  Mechanics*  Institutes,  evening  classes 
and  twenty-three  free  libraries,  and  it  might  fairly  be  argued  that  if 
young  people  did  not  avail  themselves  of  these  facilities  neither 
would  they  take  advantage  of  any  special  lectures  that  might  be 
inaugurated  The  circulation  of  art  treasures  from  the  Bodleian 
Library  and  the  British  Museum  was,  however,  a  proposal  which  ' 
municipalities  should  endeavour  to  bring  about.  For  some  time  there 
had  been  a  liberal  interchange  of  works  of  art  between  the  large  towns. 

Mr.  A.  Duff,  M.A.,  LL.D.  (Libraries  and  Art  Gallery  Committee, 
Bradford),  observed  that  a  point  in  the  essay  which  was  an  inspiration 
was  the  statement  that  the  man  in  the  street  was  their  problem.  It 
was  for  them  to  change  him  into  something  better.  In  this  work  he 
-suggested  that  the  novel  might  be  found  of  great  service. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned. 

Smoking  Concert. 

In  the  evening  a  smoking  concert  took  place  in  the  Cartwright 
Memorial  Hall,  the  members  being  the  guests  of  Alderman  J.  S.  Toot- 
hill  and  Mr.  W.  C.  Lupton  (Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman  of  the 
Bradford  Libraries  Committee).  The  entertainment  was  given  by 
members  of  the  Bradford  Municipal  Officers*  Guild. 

WEDNESDAY,  5TH  SEPTEMBER. 

Second  Morning  Session. 

The  business  of  the  Conference  on  the  second  day  commenced  with 
a  paper  on 

Library  Legislation  for  County  Areas. 

By  H.  W.  FovAROUE  (Hon.  Solicitor). 

The  President  remarked  that  certainly  the  present  Government,  if 
Any,  ought  to  pass  their  Bill,  because  they  were  the  friends  of  free  lib- 
raries. No  limit  was  placed  on  parks  or  on  baths  and  washhouses,  and 
why  this  limit  was  placed  on  library  enterprise  he  did  not  know.  Of 
course,  in  the  early  days,  country  squires  and  clergymen  objected  to  the 
movement,  saying  it  was  not  advisable  to  sharpen  the  wits  of  the  lower 
orders. 

Mr.  C.  Madeley  r Warrington)  said  Mr.  Fovargue  had  mentioned 
the  radical  difficulty  ot  the  limitations  of  the  rate.  In  rural  districts  a 
penny  rate  was  notoriously  inadequate,  and  he  (the  speaker)  suggested 
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that  the  County  Council  should  have  power  to  levy  a  limited  addition 
to  the  penny  rate.  Even  a  farthing  rate,  applied  to  a  special  purpose, 
would  go  a  long  way.  He  thought  the  Bill  was  wanting  in  making  no 
suggestion  of  the  kind.  His  difficulty  was  to  discover  how  the  County 
Council  could  get  more  out  of  a  penny  rate  than  a  rural  district  itself. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Savage  (Wallasey)  did  not  think  the  Association  could 
be  accused  of  apathy  and  inertia.  It  was  not  an  apathetic  Association. 
If  there  was  one  thmg  that  distinguished  the  Association,  it  was  that 
it  tried  to  put  good  ideas  into  force.  The  fault  was  that  when  the  good 
idea  was  conceived  it  was  carried  out  in  a  very  bad  manner  indeed.  In 
the  present  instance  matters  had  been  entirely  mismanaged.  Only 
members  of  the  Council  had  seen  a  copy  of  the  Bill  beforehand. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  pointed  out  that  every  principle  in  the  Bill 
had  been  affirmed  by  the  Association  by  resolution.  The  Council  had 
done  nothing  more  than  to  crystallise  those  resolutions  in  the  form  of 
a  Bill,  and  that,  he  suggested,  was  a  matter  for  experts. 

Mr.  Savage  contended  that  every  principle  of  the  Bill  had  not  been 
discussed.  There  was  one  that  vitally  concerned  him.  He  referred  to 
Clause  IV.,  which  provided  that  where  an  urban  district  within  an 
administrative  county  had  adopted  the  principal  Act  and  levied  a 
library  rate,  it  should  be  exempted  from  paying  the  library  rate  of  the 
county.  Apparently  there  was  no  provision  in  the  clause  to  prevent 
the  County  Council  from  taking  over  the  work  of  the  urban  library 
authority,  and  when  the  Bill  came  before  Parliament  he  thought  libraries 
would  be  put  into  line  with  education,  and  that  both  would  be  carried 
on  in  exactly  the  same  way.  And  those  who  knew  how  education  was 
administered  in  urban  districts  under  the  County  Council,  knew  it  to 
be  badly  administered,  whilst  the  rate  was  higher  than  it  should  be 
owing  to  the  wasteful  way  in  which  County  Councils  always  did  their 
work. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  :  My  point  is  that  the  Bill  is  not  submitted  to 
the  meeting,  though  it  may  be  discussed. 

Mr.  Grebnhough  (Reading)  asked  whether  the  Council  had  received 
authority  from  the  Association  to  include  county  areas  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Abbott  replied  that  at  Birmingham  and  at  Cambridge  last  year 
the  Association  authorised  extension  of  their  work  to  the  counties. 

Mr.  Greenhough  said  he  was  not  aware  of  the  fact,  and  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  town  of  100,000  persons,  which  was  placed  in  great  diffi- 
culties owing  to  the  limitations  of  a  penny  rate,  he  was  disappointed 
that  anything  should  have  been  included  in  the  Bill  which  might  have 
a  damaging  effect  upon  it  in  Parliament. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  reminded  the  meeting  that  a  Monthly  Meet- 
ing of  the  Association  was  called  in  London  specially  to  discuss  this 
question  of  the  extension  of  the  Libraries  Acts  to  counties.  Every 
member  had  due  notice  of  the  meeting,  and  a  large  number  of  gentle- 
men interested  in  the  question  had  attended.  The  present  meeting  was 
not  a  Committee  discussing  the  clauses  of  the  Bill.  What  the  meeting 
could  do  was  to  pass  any  resolution  it  wished,  and  ask  the  Council  to 
include  it  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Doubleday  (Hampstead)  said  he  should  like  to  see  a  clause 
in  the  Bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  expenses  incurred  in  library 
lectures.  In  some  districts  the  auditor  would  surcharge  such  ex- 
penditure. 

Mr.  Thomas  Duckworth  (Worcester)  then  moved:  "That  this 
Association  approves  of  the  principles  of  the  Public  Libraries  Bill 
drawn  up  by  the  Council ".  He  knew,  he  said,  the  Chairman  of  a 
•County  Council  who  would  be  willing  to  recommend  his  Council  to  adopt 
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the  Libraries  Acts  to-morrow  if  they  had  the  power.  It  seemed  to  him 
a  glaring  anomaly  that  large  centres  of  population  should  have  tiie  power 
to  adopt  the  Libraries  Acts  and  that  bodies  like  County  Councils^  en- 
trusted with  important  educational  work,  should  be  prohibited  from 
doing  so.  Proceeding,  the  speaker  held  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  put 
up  buildings  in  small  areas.  The  elementary  schools  might  very  well 
be  utilised,  and  for  the  remotest  villages  travelling  libraries  might  be 
used. 

Mr.  LocKBTT  (Huddersfield)  seconded  the  motion,  and  in  doing 
so  asked  if  the  exemption  in  Clause  IV.  would  apply  to  districts  with 
libraries  established  under  special  Acts. 

Mr.  FovARouB  said  the  clause  itself  would  not,  but  the  point  raised 
was  one  that  ought  to  be  considered,  and  he  took  it  the  Council  would 
consider  the  matter. 

Mr.  W.  H.  K.  Wright  (Plymouth)  supported  the  resolutionw 
There  were  benighted  Town  Councils  who  did  not  believe  in  the  increase 
in  the  library  rate,  and  if  they  could  educate  these  people  they  would  be 
doing  a  great  work.  He  was  sorry  the  members  had  not  known  before^ 
hand  that  this  great  question  of  the  Bill  was  going  to  be  opened,  because 
they  would  have  liked  an  opportunity  of  preparing  for  it.  Adverting  to 
the  remarks  of  a  previous  speaker,  Mr.  Wright  mentioned  that  in  his. 
own  town  there  were  nearly  forty  branch  libraries  in  the  schools.  But 
they  were  doing  that  as  a  library  authority  and  were  getting  no  support 
from  the  Education  Committee.  Now  that  was  a  mistake.  They  were 
doing  their  work  and  they  did  not  assist  them. 

Councillor  Rodgers  (Newcastle)  asked  how  library  authorities  were 
to  be  compelled  to  spend  more  money  by  the  raising  of  the  limit. 

Mr.  Wright  replied  that  it  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Council 
entirely. 

The  President  remarked  that  in  the  nature  of  things  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  get  the  people  who  were  most  ignorant  to  appreciate  wisdom.. 
Their  difficulty  was  in  getting  ignorant  people  to  say,  "  We  will  be  wise ; 
we  will  tax  ourselves  to  become  better  men  ".  Therefore  missionaries 
and  evangelists  were  wanted. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Furnish  (York)  thought  it  might  be  advantageous  to 
insert  in  the  Bill  a  clause  giving  power  to  a  Library  Committee  to- 
keep  command  of  any  surplus  money  they  might  have  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  It  had  frequently  been  said  that  it  was  illegal  for  a  Committee  to 
carry  forward  a  balance. 

Mr.  Fovargue,  replying  on  the  discussion,  said  the  suggestion  that 
the  Bill  should  include  power  to  pay  for  lectures  might  very  well 
receive  the  consideration  of  the  Council.  With  regard  to  carrying  for- 
ward balances,  it  had  been  held  by  the  Local  Government  Board  that 
a  balance  raised  for  public  library  purposes  might  be  carried  forward 
to  the  next  year,  and  he  knew  of  no  reason  why  they  should  suggest  in 
the  Bill  that  the  power  did  not  exist.  With  respect  to  the  exemption 
of  libraries  maintained  under  Local  Acts,  he  thought  the  clause  should 
be  amended  to  include  them. 

The  President  declared  his  belief  that  the  Bill  would  be  carried  if 
all  did  their  share  in  turning  the  wheel.  If  they  did  not  carry  the  Bill 
to  victory,  it  would  be  simply  because  they  were  a  lazy  lot. 
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On  the  Present  Position  of  London  Municipal  Libraries, 
with  Suggestions  for  Increasing  their  Efficiency. 

By  John  McKillop  (Secretary  and  Librarian,  London  School  of 
Economics). 

Mr.  Lawrence  Inkster  (Battersea)  opened  the  discussion.  He 
said  that  Mr.  McKillop  had  thrown  some  light  upon  a  rather  serious 
defect  in  the  work  of  the  London  Public  Libraries,  which  would  have 
been  better  in  the  hands  of  a  central  authority  instead  of  being  left  to 
the  old  parish  authorities,  recently  superseded  by  the  new  Borough 
Councils.  The  defect  was  felt  by  those  persons  who  desired  to  use  the 
reference  libraries  for  any  serious  purpose.  They  complained  that  the 
present  collections  were  small,  weak  and  elementary ;  that  they  re- 
sembled each  other  almost  exactly  in  their  composition  and  their  limi- 
tations, and  that  the  consequent  overlapping  and  reduplication  pointed 
to  a  waste  of  power  and  of  money  which  could  be  stopped  at  once  if  the 
management  were  central  instead  of  local.  In  building  up  a  collection 
of  reference  books  in  London  you  could  not  cater  for  a  locality,  and 
yet  this  was  precisely  what  the  present  management  had  attempted. 
Moreover,  the  work  was  carried  on  in  ignorance  of  what  was  being  done 
in  other  districts.  Every  London  librarian  would  agree  that  the  most 
difficult  problem  with  which  they  had  to  deal  was  the  selection  of  books 
for  reference  libraries.  Attempts  had  been  made  in  different  places  to 
pay  special  attention  to  such  subjects  as  appeared  to  be  related  to  the 
staple  industries  or  particular  needs  of  the  neighbourhood,  but  even 
when  this  had  been  done  it  had  too  often  been  found  that  this  unnatural 
development  of  one  section  of  the  library  had  been  carried  out  for  the 
sake  of  a  very  small  fraction  of  the  readers. 

Experiments  of  other  kinds  had  been  due  to  the  personal  preposses- 
sions of  librarians  or  members  of  committees.  And  the  result  was  a 
series  of  some  fifty-eight  separate  collections,  each  of  which  was  little 
more  than  a  nucleus,  with  unecjual  and  irregular  development  It  might 
be  argued  that  these  institutions  were  young,  and  that  satisfactory 
results  must  not  be  expected  for  a  generation  or  more.  But  the  exist- 
ing faults  would  not  be  removed  by  any  lapse  of  time,  and  might  be 
intensified,  while  a  change  in  the  system  of  management  in  the  direction 
of  centralisation  would  lead  to  a  great  improvement  and  a  wide  exten- 
sion of  the  usefulness  of  these  libraries.  A  dozen  large  buildings,  each 
with  a  stock  of  100,000  volumes  or  upwards,  and  situated  in  positions  as 
carefully  selected  as  the  books  upon  the  shelves,  would  much  better 
meet  the  needs  of  London  than  the  present  fifty-eight  reference  de- 
partments existing  with  an  average  stock  of  4,335  volumes. 

No  settlement  would  be  satisfactory  which  did  not  create  a  single 
real  municipality  for  London  with  exclusive  control  of  every  depart- 
ment of  municipal  affairs. 

London  was  really  the  last  refuge  of  the  parochial  mind,  and  the  fact 
that  the  greatest  city  in  the  world  had  so  long  left  its  government  in 
the  hands  of  a  number  of  small  bodies,  each  of  which  was  only  occupied 
with  the  concerns  of  its  own  limited  area,  accounted  for  the  backward 
position  which  London  had  so  long  held  among  the  capitals  of  Europe 
and  America.  With  the  rise  of  the  London  County  Council,  however, 
a  new  spirit  had  been  awakened,  and  it  would  not  be  long  before  the 
affairs  of  the  Metropolis  were  conducted  upon  principles  similar  to  those 
which  operated  in  Paris,  Vienna  and  Berlin. 

Mr.  McKillop's  proposal  was  a  very  useful  one,  but  it  could  only  be 
regarded  as  a  temporary  expedient,  which  might  very  well  be  tried  by 
the  London  County  Council  until  the  time  arrived  when  the  whole  of 
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the  public  libraries  were  brought  directly  under  its  management.  There 
should  be  a  great  central  reference  library  for  the  whole  of  London, 
situated  in  or  near  the  Strand. 

With  such  a  central  library  Mr.  McKillop*s  plan  could  be  continued^ 
thereby  making  more  effective  the  large  local  reference  libraries  to  which 
he  had  already  alluded  to ;  while  forty  or  more  of  the  present  reference 
collections  would  either  be  suppressed  or  retained  as  adjuncts  to  the 
lending  libraries  with  which  they  were  now  associated. 

Mr.  J  AST  (Hon.  Secretary)  pointed  out  that  even  if  Lrondon  were 
governed  by  one  body  it  would  not  touch  the  difficulty  which  Mr. 
McKillop  had  drawn  attention  to.  The  question  was  not  whether 
London  should  have  a  series  of  municipalities,  or  one  municipality,  but 
it  was  a  question  how  far  an  enormously  populated  area  like  London 
should  have  a  central  storehouse  which  would  lend  books  to  other 
library  centres,  and  how  far  it  should  attempt  to  set  up  a  number  of 
reference  libraries  from  which  readers  could  borrow  books,  or  in  which 
they  could  work.  This  was  not  a  question  which  affected  London  alone, 
but  it  had  importance  for  many  other  thickly  populated  areas  in  the 
country.  Mr.  McKillop's  proposal  was  a  most  excellent  one.  Some 
years  ago,  at  a  London  meeting,  Mr.  Sidney  Webb  had  read  a  paper 
on  the  co-ordination  of  London  libraries.  He  suggested  amone  other 
things  that  instead  of  all  these  various  libraries  in  London  buying  the 
same  books  for  reference  purposes,  they  should  specialise  in  particular 
departments.  That  was  open  to  the  objection  which  was  immediately 
raised  that  if  a  Battersea  reader  went  to  his  local  library  for  a  book  on 
architecture,  it  would  not  be  very  useful  to  him  to  be  told  that  all  the 
best  books  on  his  subject  were  at  Hampstead.  Mr.  McKillop*s  sug- 
gestion would  meet  the  point  in  a  far  better  way.  It  would  not  be 
necessary  for  libraries  to  buy  books  for  which  there  was  little  call,  and 
it  would  save  the  difficulty  which  librarians  often  had  w^ith  Book 
Selection  Committees  of  convincing  them  that  though  a  particular  and 
expensive  work  might  only  be  called  for  once  a  year  it  was  imperative 
that  the  library  should  possess  it. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Tedder  (the  Athenaeum,  London)  said  there  was  no 
doubt  that  for  the  free  library  movement  in  London  to  succeed  beyond 
its  present  measure  of  success,  it  must  be  based  upon  a  very  much 
larger  and  more  comprehensive  scheme  than  at  present  prevailed.  The 
fact  was  that  in  a  few  years  time  all  London  librarians  would  probably 
be  officials  of  the  County  Council.  That  was  an  outlook  which  ought 
to  be  extremely  satisfactory  to  them  ;  for  they  would  all  be  better  paid, 
because  the  first  theory  of  the  London  County  Council  was  that  its 
educated  and  technical  officers  should  be  well  remunerated.  The  pro- 
posals of  Mr.  McKillop  were  not  new,  but  they  were  sensible  and 
practical,  and  were  likely  to  be  carried  into  effect  in  the  not  distant 
future.     He  cordially  supported  them. 

Mr.  Cecil  T.  Davis  (Wandsworth)  pointed  out  that  the  effort  to 
help  technical  colleges  and  institutes  by  providing  technical  books  in 
the  public  library  brought  with  it  very  great  difficulties.  He  would  be 
very  glad  to  see  a  central  library  which  would  provide  these  expensive 
and  little-used  books. 

Mr.  H.  D.  Roberts  (Brighton)  pointed  out  that  of  the  many  Lon- 
don libraries  only  about  half  a  dozen  were  represented  at  that  discussion. 
The  London  School  of  Economics  with  which  Mr.  McKillop  was  as- 
sociated had  become  more  and  more  the  home  of  the  Library  Associa- 
tion, and  from  it  radiated  nearly  the  whole  of  the  library  work  of  Lon- 
don. But  how  was  this  matter  to  be  got  before  the  proper  authorities  ? 
In  the  past  many  suggestions  had  failed  through  this  difficulty;  but  if^ 


Proceedings  of  the  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Meeting,      497 

as  had  been  suggested^  the  County  Council  had  the  right  to  make  grants 
it  should  be  more  simple.  But  what  applied  to  London  applied  all  over 
the  country,  and  if  it  was  to  be  done  in  London  why  should  it  not  be 
done  elsewhere  ? 

Mr.  £.  Wyndham  Hulmb  (Librarian,  Patent  Office)  pointed  out 
that  many  serious  students  consulted  the  books  of  the  Patent  Office 
and  other  large  libraries,  but  home  reading  was  a  different  thing,  and 
provision  was  necessary  to  enable  such  students  to  secure  valuable 
works  for  home  study.  Mr.  McKillop  had  shown  that  this  could  be 
provided  at  a  relatively  low  cost,  provided  that  the  public  libraries  were 
prepared  to  take  their  part  in  the  distribution. 

Mr.  A.  Lancaster  (St  Helens)  said  that  in  his  library  they  pos- 
sessed a  copy  of  the  Liverpool  Library  Catalogue,  and  if  a  student 
wanted  a  book  that  they  did  not  possess  the  Liverpool  Catalogue  was 
consulted.  A  good  deal  could  be  done  to  help  readers  to  find  the  rarer 
and  important  wants  by  an  interchange  of  catalogues. 

Mr.  W.  E.  DouBLBDAY  (Hampstead)  asked  whether  it  was  sug- 
gested that  the  central  library  should  be  maintained  by  the  London 
County  Council,  or  whether  the  district  libraries  would  be  expected 
to  contribute  towards  the  expenses. 

Mr.  McKiLLOP  said  he  did  not  suggest  that  the  borough  libraries 
should  contribute  to  the  cost.  They  had  enough  to  do  with  their  penny 
rate.  He  suggested  that  it  should  be  started  and  maintained  by  the 
central  educational  authorities.  He  would  regard  it  merely  as  a  col- 
lection of  books  supplementary  to  the  borough  libraries.  What  was 
desirable  for  London  to-day  might  in  the  course  of  time  become  an  ex- 
ample for  the  large  municipalities  of  the  future.  He  thought  there 
was  no  doubt  that  the  whole  of  South- East  Lancashire  would  be  one 
r  municipality  sooner  or  later.  A  large  portion  of  the  West  Riding  would 
probably  become  one  municipality,  and  it  would  be  gratifying  to  him  if 
any  suggestion  which  he  had  made  might  lead  to  the  removal  of  one 
difficulty  arising  from  the  congestion  of  these  populations. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Twentyman  (Librarian  of  the  Board 
of  Education),  seconded  by  Mr.  Doubleday  (Hampstead),  it  was  resolved 
"  That  the  Council  of  the  Library  Association  be  requested  to  consider 
what  steps  should  be  taken  to  secure  the  adoption  of  Mr.  McKillop's 
suggestion ''. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned. 

Garden    Party. 

In  the  afternoon  the  members  and  friends  were  entertained  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Roberts  at  a  garden  party  in  the  beautiful  grounds 
of  Milner  Field,  near  Saltaire. 

Annual  Business  Meeting. 

The  Annual  Business  Meeting  was  held  in  the  evening.  Sir  William 
Bailey  presiding. 

Mr.  H.  Tapley  SoPER  (Exeter)  asked  that  the  minutes  of  the  last 
Annual  Meeting  should  be  read  before  business  was  proceeded  with. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  replied  that  such  a  course  was  without  pre- 
cedent. Moreover,  the  minutes  existed  in  the  official  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, consisting  of  several  pages.  They  could  be  read,  but  it  would 
be  a  waste  of  time. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  minutes  be  not  read. 

The  meeting  then  considered  the  report  of  the  Council  clause  by 
clause. 
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Mr.  T.  Duckworth  (Worcester)  pointed  out  that  most  of  the  places 
which  had  adopted  the  Libraries  Acts  since  June,  1905,  were  small 
places  whose  income  under  the  penny  fkte  would  be  an3rthing  between 
;f  100  and  jf200  a  year.  Many  of  them  were  erecting  buildings  which 
were  quite  unsuited  for  their  purpose.  Could  not  that  Association  draft 
a  series  of  rules  which  would  guide  the  new  Committees  as  to  the 
proper  means  of  erecting  their  buildings  ? 

Education. 

Mr.  E.  Wyndham  Hulmb  (Patent  Office),  drawing  attention  to  a 
paragraph  which  expressed  the  thanks  of  the  Council  to  Mr.  H.  D. 
Roberts  for  his  services  as  Hon.  Secretary  to  the  Education  Committee, 
said  he  thought  he  was  voicing  the  general  opinion  when  he  said  that 
the  terms  in  which  Mr.  Roberts'  services  were  referred  to  yvere  an 
insufficient  recognition  of  the  very  great  value  of  his  work  during  the 
past  ten  years.  He  moved  :  **  That  the  Council  be  asked  at  their  next 
meeting  to  approve  Mr.  Roberts  as  an  Honorary  Fellow  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  recognition  of  his  services  as  Hon.  Secretary  to  the  Education 
Committee  during  the  last  ten  years  ". 

M.  T.  W.  Lyster  (Dublin)  seconded  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Tedder  (Hon.  Treasurer),  as  Chairman  of  the  Education  Com- 
mittee, warmly  endorsed  the  remarks  that  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Hulme. 
A  Fellowship  was  the  only  honour  the  Association  could  confer  on  a  good 
official. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

Sound  Leather  Committee. 

Mr.  Richardson  (Newcastle-on-Tyne)  expressed  his  regret  at  the 
sudden  termination  of  the  discussion  on  leathers  the  previous  day. 

<'  Library  Association  Record." 

Mr.  G.  T.  Shaw  (Liverpool)  said  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
present  editors  were  doing  as  well  as  they  were  able,  but  he  wanted  to 
ask  whether  it  was  not  possible  to  do  something  to  make  the  Record 
a  better  means  of  expressing  Library  Association  opinion  on  library 
matters.  The  present  editors  were  not  able  to  do  better  because — he 
was  not  disclosing  a  secret — they  were  bound  by  certain  conditions. 
The  time  had  come  when  something  should  be  done  to  revise  those 
conditions.  Mr.  Abbott  had  told  them  that  the  next  year  or  two  would 
be  rather  an  exciting  time  in  Library  Association  affairs,  and  those  who 
read  the  Academy  would  have  seen  a  suggestion  for  the  centralisation 
of  the  London  libraries.  Now  how  were  the  parties  concerned  to  get 
a  fair  idea  of  what  was  the  true  opinion  of  the  Library  Association  ? 
Was  it  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  one  or  two  officials  to  express  an 
opinion.  Expressions  of  opinion  antagonistic  to  or  in  favour  of 
libraries,  published  in  the  weekly  papers  might  be  noted  in  the  Record, 
and  the  correspondence  section  might  also  become  more  lively. 

Benevolent  Fund. 

Mr.  Tbdder  (Hon.  Treasurer)  replying  to  Mr.  C.  Madeley  (War- 
rington), who  inquired  whether  any  grants  had  been  made  6*001  the 
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Benevolent  Fund,  said  that  £1  had  been  received  by  donation  and  no 
grants  had  been  made. 

The  report  of  the  Council  was  then  put  as  a  whole  to  the  meeting 
and  adopted. 

Catalogue  Rules  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  MiNTo  (Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Committee)  presented  the 
following  report  of  the  Catalogue  Rules  Committee,  and  moved  its 
adoption : — 

"  Your  Committee  have  held  several  meetings  during  the  past  year, 
and  much  correspondence  has  taken  place  with  the  Committee  of  the 
American  Library  Association,  and  we  now  report  that  the  two  draft 
codes  are  practically  identical. 

"  Your  Committee  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  American  Library  Association  stating  that,  the 
American  Library  Association  Publishing  Board  are  anxious  that  the 
code  should  be  published,  and  asking  for  our  views  as  to  how  the  issue 
of  a  joint  code  may  best  be  carried  out.  Having  carefully  considered 
the  question,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  rules  as  drafted 
by  the  two  Committees  have  now  reached  such  a  stage  of  agreement 
as  to  warrant  the  printing  of  a  joint  code,  and  we  beg  to  suggest  that 
the  Association  should  authorise  your  Committee  to  proceed  with  and 
conclude  such  further  negotiations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  issue 
of  a  joint  code. 

"  (Signed)     Henry  R.  Tedder,  Chairman, 
John  Minto,  Hon,  Secretary,^ 

Mr.  Tedder,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  said  the  Committee  had 
been  met  in  the  most  friendly  and  generous  way  by  the  American 
Library  Association,  who  had  made  numerous  concessions,  that  they 
thought  it  would  be  desirable  to  ask  the  Association  to  take  a  similarly 
generous  action,  namely,  to  delegate  to  the  Cataloguing  Rules  Com- 
mittee full  powers  to  come  to  a  common  understanding.  He  did  not 
think  they  would  have  reason  to  complain  when  the  whole  thing  was 
settled,  and  he  thought  this  idea  of  a  joint  code  of  rules,  which  to  his 
certain  knowledge  had  been  the  theme  of  constant  discussion  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic  for  nearly  thirty  years,  ought  to  be  carried  out 
within  their  own  lives. 

Mr.  H.  D.  Roberts  (Brighton)  appreciated  the  impossibility  of 
discussing  rules  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  but  suggested  that  before  the 
rules  were  finally  printed,  they  might  be  sent  out  to  members  with  a 
request  for  criticism. 

Mr.  Tedder  (Hon.  Treasurer)  did  not  think  that  would  be  treating 
the  American  Library  Association  in  the  same  spirit  as  they  had 
treated  the  English  representatives.  The  matter  had  been  left  to 
half  a  dozen  American  librarians,  and  it  was  suggested  that  on  this 
side  the  matter  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  half  a  dozen  English 
librarians. 

Mr.  DouBLEDAY  (Hampstcad)  inquired  whether  it  was  the  fact 
that  the  Americans  found  it  necessary  to  begin  almost  immediately 
with  their  publication  of  the  code  of  rules,  and  that  delay  on  the  part 
of  the  Association  might  mean  delay  in  bringing  about  a  joint  scheme  ? 

Mr.  Tedder  :  That  is  so. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  said  it  was  not  only  possible  that  a  decision 
to  submit  the  code  for  criticism  would  render  hopeless  the  obtaining 
of  the  co-operative  code  in  this  generation;  it  was  in  his  opinion 
absolutely  certain.  If  these  labours  were  to  be  brought  to  a  conclu- 
sion the  Committee  must  have  full  power  to  act,  otherwise  neither  side 
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would  know  where  it  was.  It  was  to  prevent  that  deadlock  that  the 
Committee  brought  forward  this  proposal,  which  he  hoped  the  meeting 
would  adopt.  The  Americans  were  going  to  print  this  winter.  They 
felt  they  had  been  long  enough  over  the  matter,  and  he  was  certain 
that  unless  they  on  this  side  were  in  a  position  to  act  they  would  print 
without  them. 

Mr.  RoBBRTS  said  that  after  Mr.  Tedder's  statement  he  should  vote 
in  favour  of  the  resolution.  He  had  not  made  his  suggestion  in  an 
antagonistic  spirit. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Barrett  (Glasgow)  observed  that  it  was  impossible  that 
any  set  of  rules  would  please  everybody.  They  would  have  to  be  con- 
tent to  accept  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Lystbr  (Dublin)  said  that  so  far  as  any  persuasive 
powers  of  his  would  go,  he  wished  to  urge  the  wisdom  of  accepting  the 
recommendation  of  the  Cataloguing  Committee. 

Mr.  C  Madeley  (Warrington)  expressed  the  hope  that  with  a 
view  to  giving  weight  to  the  code  the  names  of  the  Committee  respon- 
sible would  be  appended.     An  anonymous  code  would  have  no  weight. 

Mr.  Tedder  said  that  members  of  the  Committee  were  modest 
men,  but  Mr.  Madele/s  suggestion  was  a  very  proper  one.  The  names 
would  be  printed. 

The  report  and  recommendation  were  agreed  to. 

Honorary  Auditors. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Alphaeus  Smith  (Streatham),  seconded  by 
Mr.  Albert  Butcher,  Mr.  Hugh  James  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Knapman  were 
re-elected  Honorary  Auditors. 

Open  Access. 

Mr.  Alex.  J.  Philip  moved  :  "That  in  the  interests  of  the  Associa- 
tion and  profession,  statistics  relating  to  open  access  should  be  ob- 
tained by  the  Council  of  the  Association  and  circulated  among  the 
members".  Most  of  the  members,  he  thought,  had  experienced  a 
certain  amount  of  outside  influence  both  from  open  access  and  from  in- 
dicator advocates.  This  resulted  in  unpleasantness,  which  he  and  others 
would  like  to  see  removed.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  the  Council 
should  get  statistics  as  to  the  results  following  open  access. 

Mr.  Tapley  Soper  (Exeter)  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Baker  (Woolwich)  mentioned  that  at  a  recent  Monthly 
Meeting  he  moved,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  that  the  Council 
should  take  steps  to  secure  statistics  generally  on  the  working  of  public 
libraries.  He  would  like  to  move  as  an  amendment  that  the  matter 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Philip  should  be  left  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Council.  He  agreed  that  it  would  be  valuable  to  have  some  in- 
dependent statistics  on  this  much  agitated  question. 

Mr.  H.  D.  Roberts  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  R.  K.  Dent  (Aston  Manor)  thought  this  was  making  rather 
too  much  of  just  one  particular  aspect  of  public  library  administration. 
If  a  return  were  made  it  should  be  an  ail-round  return.  And  if  statistics 
on  these  issues  were  to  be  put  before  them,  they  should  also  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstances  governing  them. 

Mr.  Jast  (Hon.  Secretary)  stated  that  the  Council  at  its  last  meet- 
ing had  had  this  question,  arising  on  Mr.  Baker's  resolution,  under  con- 
sideration, and  had  decided  to  ask  the  Government,  through  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  prepare  9  general  statistical  return  on  all 
public  libraries.     This  really  covered  Mr.  Philip's  point. 
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Mr.  T.  E.  Maw  (King's  Lynn)  asked  whether  members  were  aware 
that  statistics  relating  to  libraries  were  to  be  published  in  three  months' 
time  ? 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  Invitation  to  Glasgow. 

Mr.  Barrett,  on  behalf  of  Baillie  Murray,  who  was  not  able  to  be 
present,  informed  the  Association  that  if  they  came  to  Glasgow  next 
year  they  would  be  very  welcome,  and  adequate  arrangements  would 
be  made. 

Thanks  to  Local  Authorities. 

The  President  moved  the  following  resolution  : — "  That  the  best 
thanks  of  this  Association  be  tendered  to  the  undermentioned  author- 
ities and  gentlemen  of  the  city  of  Bradford  for  the  hospitality  ex- 
tended and  the  admirable  arrangements  made  on  the  occasion  of 
their  visit  in  1906 :  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  W.  A.  Whitehead,  J. P., 
and  the  Mayoress ;  the  Reception  Committee  ;  the  Chairman  of  th& 
Library  Committee,  Alderman  Toothill ;  the  Deputy  Chairman,  Mr. 
W.  C.  Lupton ;  the  Council  of  the  Mechanics'  Institute  ;  Mr.  Stevens,^ 
the  Town  Clerk ;  Mr.  Butler  Wood,  the  Chief  Librarian  and  Director ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts ;  the  Clubs  and  other  Institutions  which  have 
offered  hospitality  to  the  Association.  The  Association  had  never  been 
better  received  than  on  that  occasion.  The  President  then  paid  a 
tribute  to  the  sincerity  and  kindness  of  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress,  and 
to  the  ability  and  organising  capacity  of  Mr.  Butler  Wood. 

Mr.  Tedder  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  carried  with 
acclamation. 

Mr.  Buti,er  Wood  spoke  in  acknowledgment. 

THURSDAY,  6th  SEPTEMBER. 

Third  Morning  Session. 

On  the  resumption  of  business,  Mr.  Tedder,  who  temporarily  occu- 
pied the  chair,  read  some  extracts  from  a  letter  which  Dr.  Francis 
Jenkinson,  ex-President  of  the  Association,  had  written  to  him. 

Dr.  Jenkinson  doubted  whether  he  should  be  able  to  spare  the  time 
to  attend  the  meeting  at  Bradford.  He  said :  '^  I  am  not  taking  any 
further  holiday  this  year  beyond  my  present  visit  to  my  father,  because 
in  addition  to  several  bits  of  work  that  must  be  finished,  we  are 
burthened  with  a  change  of  hours  in  September.  ...  I  should  like  to 
see  the  friends  I  made  last  y6ar,  but  the  business  of  the  first  day  is 
all  unfamiliar  to  me,  and  I  could  not  in  any  case  stay  longer." 

The  President  read  a  telegram  from  Mr.  J.  Y.  W.  MacAlister,  who 
was  on  the  Continent,  expressing  his  regret  at  his  inability  to  be 
present. 

The  Development  of  Classification. 

By  Mr.  Ernest  A.  Savage  (Librarian,  Public  Libraries,  Wallasey). 

Mr.  T.  W.  Lyster  (Librarian,  National  Library  of  Ireland)  opened 
the  discussion.  He  said  that  Mr.  Savage's  limitation  of  his  sub- 
ject  was  a  happy  decision.  A  dissertation  on  ''things  in  general" 
was  seldom  profitable.  He  would  like  to  amend  the  definition  of  the 
subject  given  by  Mr.  Savage,  ''Rational  versus  Convenient  Order". 
He  would  claim  that  rational  was  convenient,  and  that  convenient  was 
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rational.  The  division  into  history  and  description  was  fairly  tenable.  It 
was  the  distinction  between  time  and  space  as  forms  of  presentation 
of  a  subject.  There  need  not  be  a  wide  separation  of  the  books  in  the 
book-rooms.  They  could  easily  be  brought  near  one  another.  It  was 
impossible  to  make  classification  fulfil  all  the  purposes  of  a  catalogue 
and  to  arrange  the  combination  for  every  scholar.  There  yirsLa  much 
difficulty  in  arranging  biography  and  literature,  and  much  more  in 
dealing  with  philosophy  and  religion. 

The  word  subject  classification  was  not  entirely  satisfactory.  The 
best  nomenclature  was  constantly  breaking  down.  We  must  classify 
by  form  or  by  subject  right  throughout,  not  merely  in  literature.  It 
was  desirable  to  separate  the  casual  essays  on  anv  subject  from  the 
formal  compend,  or  handbook,  from  the  periodical,  n'om  the  history  of 
the  subject.  Literature  had  many  direct  subjects  but  always  one  great 
indirect  subject,  and  this  was  the  most  important,  namely,  human 
personality.  It  was  therefore  absolutely  necessary  to  divide  within 
literature  by  form. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Barrett  (Glasgow),  as  one  of  the  older  members  of  the 
Association,  expressed  his  gratification  at  seeing  young  men  devoting 
themselves  with  much  success  to  the  problems  of  the  librarian's  work. 
With  regard  to  his  suggested  treatment  of  biography,  had  Mr.  Savage 
considered  that  biography  as  biography  was  to  a  large  number  of  persons 
a  matter  of  great  interest  ?  They  liked  it  as  biography  rather  than  as 
illustrating  history,  art  or  mechanics.  Had  it  occurred  to  Mr.  Savage 
that  his  proposal  would  mean  practically  the  dissolution  of  biography 
as  a  class  ? 

Mr.  J  AST  (Hon.  Secretary)  felt  that  English  librarians  were  de- 
serving of  some  amount  of  sympathy.  Very  recently  an  elaborate 
classification  had  been  inflicted  upon  them,  and  he  was  inclined  to 
think,  after  Mr.  Savage's  paper,  that  a  new  and  larger  revolutionary 
classification  was  in  ^erm.  He  was  delighted  with  the  way  in  which 
Mr.  Lyster,  after  saymg  that  he  pretty  well  agreed  with  everything  Mr. 
Savage  had  said,  in  one  or  two  most  pregnant  phrases  practically  swept 
the  ground  from  under  Mr.  Savage's  main  contentions.  He  would  ask 
them  to  remember  one  of  Mr.  Lyster's  phrases  in  particular,  that  the 
object  of  the  modern  classification  of  books  was  not  specious  conveni- 
ence  but  true  convenience.  The  application  of  this  principle  would  in 
a  number  of  cases  lead  to  a  different  conclusion  from  that  of  Mr.  Savage. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  advance  that  had  been  made  in  classification 
since  truly  modern  schemes  came  into  use,  was  that  they  could  now 
clearly  see  the  difference  between  form  and  topic  The  old  classifica- 
tion constantly  confused  these  two  things.  He  entirely  disagreed 
with  the  statement  that  to  put  history  and  description  together  was 
more  rational  than  to  keep  them  apart.  Mr.  Lyster  had  crystallised 
the  difference  between  the  two  by  pointing  out  that  in  description  you 
had  the  description  of  a  country  in  space,  whilst  in  history  you  had  a  de- 
scription of  it  in  time.  With  regard  to  literature,  in  all  other  subjects 
than  literature  subject  should  precede  form,  because  subject  was  the 
most  important  thing.  But  in  literature  surely  precisely  the  opposite 
was  true.  The  form  was  vital,  the  subject  unimportant.  As  Mr. 
Lyster  had  said,  they  had  to  do  what  was  really  convenient  in  practice, 
not  what  was  necessarily  most  logical.  They  had  also  to  consider  how 
people  thought  of  things.  'He  maintained  that  the  best  book  classifica- 
tion was  one  that  recognised  this  factor  all  through,  bringing  together 
a  number  of  books  that  people  thought  of  together.  Classification  was 
a  series  of  compromises. 

Mr.  Tedder  (Hon.  Treasurer)  heartily  congratulated  Mr.   Savage 
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on  having  given  a  paper  which  did  not  agree  with  the  synopsis  printed 
in  the  programme.  The  proposal  that  the  Library  Association  should 
adopt  a  **  standard  classification  "  had  been  dropped.  He  could  not  help 
thinking  that  many  classifications  had  been  designed  by  persons  who 
had  a  greater  acquaintance  with  subjects  than  with  books.  They  sat 
down  and  mapped  out  a  whole  system  of  intellectual^ thought,  past, 
present  and  future,  and  invariably  forgot  the  short-sighted  views  of 
writers  of  books.  They  forgot  that  authors  did  not  always  write  books 
that  would  fit  into  their  classification.  He  had  found  that  every  library 
must  classify  its  books  in  its  own  way,  and  should  classify  for  readers 
not  for  the  librarian.  Personally,  he  gave  the  alphabetical  system  high 
praise,  but  he  liked  to  see  the  sub-sections  minutely  subdivided. 

Mr.  Wyndham  Hulmb  (Librarian,  Patent  Office)  defended  the 
arranging  of  single  lives  of  individuals  as  a  class  in  alphabetical  order. 
It  was  unfair  to  blast  a  man's  reputation  by  putting  his  life  under 
"  Politics,"  for  example.  But  where  groups  of  lives  were  concerned 
— lives  of  painters,  of  musicians,  of  admirals — they  might  be  treated  as 
part  of  the  history  of  the  particular  art  or  science  with  which  they 
dealt. 

Mr.  Savage,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  declared  that  Mr.  Lyster's 
remarks  were  alone  worth  coming  to  Bradford  to  hear.  With  regard 
to  the  criticisms  of  Mr.  Jast,  under  whom  he  (the  speaker^  had  been 
trained  at  Croydon,  he  had  been  told  over  and  over  a^am  to  "  take 
nothing  for  granted,''  and  he  had  tried  to  follow  that  injunction.  In 
his  opinion,  if  one  could  not  class  by  subjects,  one  should  arrange  by 
author  rather  than  by  form. 

Bookbinding  in  England  (Lantern  Lecture). 

By  Cyril  Davenport,  V.D.,  F.S.A.  (British  Museum). 

Unfortunately,  owing  to  the  breakdown  of  the  lantern,  some  of  the 
many  beautiful  slides  with  which  Mr.  Davenport  proposed  to  illustrate 
his  address  could  not  be  properly  exhibited. 

Mr.  Tedder  (Hon.  Treasurer)  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Davenport.  That  gentleman  was  the  first  authority  on  this  subject  in 
England,  and  it  was  kind  of  him  as  a  member  of  this  Association  to 
have  come  to  Bradford  and  given  them  his  interesting  lecture.  Every 
one  would  sympathise  with  him  in  the  disappointment  he  must  feel  in 
the  fact  that  his  pictures  were  not  able  to  be  properly  shown. 

The  expression  of  thanks  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Davenport,  in  responding,  observed  that  withsomuch  machinery 
called  into  play  in  the  making  of  a  book,  it  was,  he  thought,  very  in- 
teresting to  know  that  in  a  beautiful  art  binding  they  had  actual  hand 
work  and  craftsmanship.  There  was  still  much  to  be  done  in  regard 
to  bindings.  The  evolution  of  the  designs  in  bindings  had  never  yet 
been  studied.  No  doubt  there  had  been  a  distinct  evolution  of  design, 
for  the  great  binders  had  clearly  and  unmistakably  been  able  to  im- 
press their  ideas  upon  their  following,  and  that  influence  was  manifest 
often  for  very  long  periods.  To-day  hardly  a  good  binding  was  to  be 
found  which  had  not  in  its  design  some  recollection  of  the  work  of  Mr. 
Cobden-Sanderson. 

IHr.  Alderman  Southern. 

The  President  said  that  the  city  of  Manchester  proposed  to  confer 
upon  their  friend.  Alderman  Southern,  an  ex-President  of  the  Associa- 
tion, the  freedom  of  the  city  of  Manchester,  in  recognition  of  his  great 
services  to  education  and  to  the  public  as  a  member  of  the  municipality. 


504 


Tfie  Library  Association  Record, 


Unhappily,  as  he  had  already  said,  Alderman  Southern  was  unable  to  be 
present  at  the  meeting  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  his  health,  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  graceful  if  the  Library  Association  offered  their 
congratulations  to  him  on  the  distinction  which  the  city  of  Manchester 
was  conferring  upon  him.  He  moved  that  a  telegram  of  congratu- 
lation be  sent. 

Mr.  Tedder  seconded  the  resolution,  which   was    carried    vrith 
acclamation. 

Second  Afternoon  Session. 
The  Education  of  the  Librarian ;  Elementary  Stage. 

By  H.  D.  Roberts  (Hon.  Secretary,  Education  Committee). 

Mr.  Tedder  (Hon.  Treasurer),  in  thanking  Mr.  Roberts  for  his- 
interesting  historical  account,  said  he  agreed  with  the  conclusions  with 
which  the  paper  ended.  It  might  confidently  be  assumed  that  their 
educational  movement  was  now  successful,  and  that  it  had  the  signs 
of  greater  success  in  the  future.  Commenting  for  a  moment  on  the 
abstract  of  the  paper  which  Mr.  Baker  was  to  read,  Mr.  Tedder  said  to- 
his  mind  the  best  part  of  the  education  of  a  librarian  was  the  part 
which  he  gave  himself,  and  his  first  object  should  be  to  become  not 
only  a  bander  about  of  books  but  a  reader  of  books.  The  speaker  called 
attention  to  the  Advanced  Historical  Teaching  Fund,  a  modest 
organisation  of  which  he  was  secretary  and  treasurer,  the  purpose  of 
which  was  to  provide  advanced  historical  teaching.  Incidentally  it 
also  provided  teaching  in  advanced  bibliography  and  palaeography. 
He  would  not  have  called  attention  to  the  fund  but  for  the  fact  that  so 
far  as  he  knew  not  a  single  librarian  had  hitherto  entered  for  the  course 
of  lectures.  The  fee  was  small,  and  the  lectures  were  delivered  at  the 
London  School  of  Economics.  It  was  a  kind  of  provision  that  would 
be  very  useful  to  librarians  even  of  mature  age.  Mr.  Tedder  referred 
also  to  the  fact  that  among  aspirant  librarians  there  were  now  many 
young  women,  who  had  gone  to  great  expense  to  obtain  a  good  training. 
Some  were  members  of  that  Association,  and  one  of  them  had  asked  him 
that  day  whether  greater  opportunity  of  employment  could  not  be  found 
for  these  competent  young  women.  He  should  like  the  Association  to- 
remember  that  a  competent  and  highly  trained  woman  in  a  library  was 
a  valuable  addition  to  a  staff. 

Mr.  McKiLLOP  (Secretary  and  Librarian,  London  School  of 
Economics)  hoped  the  Association  would  not  hastily  disturb  the  present 
educational  scheme,  which  was  going  along  extremely  satisfactorily. 
When  it  became  necessary  to  start  instruction  in  any  technical  subject, 
the  difficulty  was  not  to  find  men  thoroughly  instructed  in  it,  but  to 
get  men  who  knew  how  to  teach.  The  teaching  power  under  their  own 
scheme  was  going  up  year  by  year.  The  work  of  examining  was  also* 
going  on  splendidly,  although  it  had  not  attained  the  same  pitch  of  ex- 
cellence as  the  teaching.  The  classes  at  the  London  School  of  Eco- 
nomics would  not  be  continued  indefinitely  unless  they  were  better 
supported  than  they  had  been. 

The  Education  of  the  Librarian  :  Advanced  Stage. 

By  E.  A.  Baker,  M.A.  (Chief  Librarian,  Woolwich  Public 
Libraries). 

Mr.  W.  C.  Berwick  Savers  (Hon.  Secretary,  Library  Assistants^ 
Association)  opened  the  discussion  in  a  paper,  which  was  read  in  his. 
absence  by  the  Hon.  Secretary.     Mr.  Sayers  wrote  : — 
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After  ten  years  of  strenuous  work  as  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Education  Committee,  Mr.  Roberts  was  retiring.  The  progress  achieved 
during  that  period,  and  especially  in  the  last  three  years,  was  a  sign 
that  library  authorities  and  workers  were  rapidly  awakening  to  the 
educational  needs  of  their  position.  Mr.  Baker  had  presented  them 
writh  an  ambitious  and  interesting  forecast. 

What  was  wanted  was  evolution,  as  opposed  to  volcanic  change. 
Most  of  the  criticisms  directed  against  the  present  scheme  seemed  to 
l3e  based  on  a  confusion  of  thought.  The  diploma  of  the  Association 
^as  a  certificate  of  the  capacity  of  its  holder  to  administer  a  library 
according  to  the  most  enlightened  ideas  of  the  day.  No  man  possessed 
this  qualification  without  at  least  five  years'  theoretical  study  of  and 
practical  contact  with  library  work,  and  those  youngsters  who  com- 
plained of  the  difficulty  of  the  syllabus — and  they  are  nearly  all  junior 
assistants — lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  certificates  were  for  trained 
librarians,  not  for  schoolboys,  and  must  be  worked  for  throughout  some 
years.  It  was  understood  that  the  syllabus  should  be  simplified  to 
accommodate  junior  assistants.  One  or  two  sections  of  the  examina- 
tion, section  six  for  example,  were  almost  ridiculously  easy.  Modern 
librarianship  had  peculiar  material  to  work  upon.  While  the  modern 
elementary-school  boy  was,  in  a  narrow  way,  much  better  educated  than 
the  ordinary  private  or  even  high-school  boy,  his  mental  horizon  was 
much  more  circumscribed ;  and  it  took  years  to  get  him  out  of  his 
groove.  The  initial  mistake  in  the  library  profession  was  that,  unlike 
other  liberal  professions,  it  exacted  no  apprenticeship  and  very  seldom 
•demanded  any  preliminary  qualifications.  It  might  be  an  advantage 
to  demand  that  every  junior  assistant  should  serve  at  least  two  years 
in  return  for  adequate  training  merely.  That  unsalaried  term  of  service 
wrould  have  the  immediate  effect  of  removing  from  the  list  of  junior 
candidates  such  boys  as  had  just  left  school,  and  were  seeking  employ- 
ment for  a  few  years  before  they  enlisted  or  became  tram -conductors 
or  policemen.  To  eliminate  such  lads  by  a  period  of  unpaid  apprentice- 
ship would  be  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  libraries  and  the  lads  con- 
cerned. In  return  for  unpaid  service  the  lad's  day  should  be  disposed 
as  a  modern  pupil  teacher's  was  ;  half  of  it  devoted  to  study,  half  to 
practical  work.  But  they  still  had  to  deal  with  the  elementary-school 
boy.  Junior  appointments  should  be  by  preliminary  examination,  and 
this  would  to  some  extent  ensure  the  appointment  of  the  best  lads  of  the 
type.  Mr.  Baker  had  touched  upon  the  necessity  of  a  better  adjust- 
ment of  hours  in  libraries.  The  figures  of  hours  worked  in  libraries, 
as  shown  in  Greenwood*s  Year  Book,  for  example,  were  entirely  mislead- 
ing. In  London  in  many  libraries  the  number  of  hours  worked  was 
the  same  as  it  was  twenty  years  ago.  An  assistant  commenced  work 
at  9  or  9.30  in  the  morning  and  worked  until  9  or  10  at  night,  with  a 
little  more  than  an  hour  for  dinner  and  about  the  same  for  tea.  In 
Greenwood's  Year  Book  and  similar  books  of  statistics  this  was  given  as 
8i  hours.  Sometimes  a  half  day  at  i  or  2  p.m.  and  an  evening  at  6  were 
allowed.  Was  it  possible  to  demand  that  these  people  should  study 
before  nine  in  the  morning  or  after  nine  at  night,  study  all  the  half- 
•day  and  evening  they  were  off,  and  neglect  outdoor  exercise  absolutely  ? 
And  yet  this  would  be  necessary  to  meet  Mr.  Baker's  proposal  that 
assistants  should  pass  the  whole  of  the  existing  syllabus  at  one  sitting, 
or  to  undertake  the  advanced  or  diploma  course  he  had  proposed. 

Mr.  Baker's  scheme  should  make  considerable  appeal  to  young 
men  like  the  speaker.  It  was  by  no  means  a  simplification  of  the 
present  syllabus  in  its  essentials,  and  yet  it  cleared  away  the  junior's 
objection  to  it,  by  providing  an  elementary  course  designed  to  meet 


So6 


The  Library  Association  Record, 


his  requirements.     Mr.  Baker's  literary  section  seemed  a  little  too  full, 
but  that  showed  its  designer's  appreciation  of  the  fact  that  literature 
was  the  foundation  of  librarianship.    The  other  sections  implied  certain 
arithmetical,  grammatical  and  other  general  knowledge.     Library  con- 
ditions being  as  they  were,  it  was  almost  impossible  for  an  assistant 
to  obtain  this  general  education  unless   it  was  administered    by  the 
Library  Association.    The  advanced  course  was  merely   a    readjust- 
ment of  the  current  syllabus.     Mr.   Baker  had  apparently  made  the 
literature  section   a  little  more  difficult  than  it  was  now.      He  had 
added  a  knowledge  of  forms  and  editions  and  of  one  foreign  language. 
To  Section  II.  elementary  palaeography  was  added,  but  the  attempts 
to  obtain  palaeography  from  students  in  the  past  had  not  been  altogether 
a  success.     Palaeography  and  even  early  printing  could  only  be  studied 
by  means  of  examples ;  and  when  one  had  accounted  for  students  in 
London  and  the  University  towns,  one  was  compelled  to  ask  where 
students  outside  these  towns  were  to  obtain  their  examples  ?      Besides, 
the  Board  of  Examiners  had  recently  recommended  that  less  emphasis 
should  be  placed    on  historical   and  more  on   practical   bibliography. 
The  alternative  subject.  Book  Selection,  was  not  a  fair  alternative,  the 
ground  of  it  being  covered  by  Sections  IV.  and  V. — Cataloguing  and 
Library  History  and  Organisation.     Annotation  and  the  compilation 
of  reading-lists  were  primarily  parts  of  cataloguing,  and  methods    of 
book  selection   were   clearly  parts  of  organisation.     In  Section   HI. 
Mr.  Baker  appeared  to  be  willing  to  accept  a  science  in  lieu  of  classi- 
fication.   This  was  ill-judged.     To  suppose  that  because  a  man  under- 
stands the  order  of  one  science,  botany  for  example,  he  also   under- 
stands the  order  of  all  knowledge  was  an  error  too  obvious  to  need 
much  discussion.     The  final  course  seemed  Utopian,  but  was  a  fascin- 
ating one.     To  become  a  specialist  in  one  or  other  of  the  subjects 
outlined,  and  a  specialist  from  the  library  point  of  view,  were  ideals  to 
be  encouraged  and  striven  for.    When  the  whole  matter  was  carefully 
considered,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  changes  proposed  were  not  very 
drastic,  or  only  so  in  that  they  demanded  far  more  regular  application 
than  the  ordinary  library  assistant  could  possibly  find  time  for.      Hence 
the  scheme  could  not  be  adopted  for  some  years  to  come,  and  the 
difficulties  and  irritations  placed  in  a  student's  way  by  constant  altera- 
tions in  the  syllabus  should  be  remembered.    That  the  examination 
syllabus  could  not  stand   still  was  obvious,  but  almost  imperceptible 
changes  might  be  introduced  year  by  year,  until  the  goal  was  attained, 
without  in  any  way  dislocating  the  present  framework  of  the  examina- 
tion.    First,  however,   grant  assistants  well  arranged  and  reasonable 
hours  of  work,  so  that  out  of  each  working  day  four  consecutive  hours 
were  their  own  for  study  and  recreation.     Given  reasonable  hours  there 
would  be  much  more  emcient  work  done  in  libraries,  much  fewer  days 
of  sick-leave  and  much  less  skulking  in  the  basement. 

Mr.  G.  T.  Shaw  (Liverpool)  said  that  there  were  many,  if  not  a 
majority  of  members,  who  would  like  to  see  this  or  some  kindred  scheme 
take  practical  form.  Useful  work  might  be  rendered  by  pointing  out 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  successful  working  of  the  scheme  Mr. 
Baker  had  submitted. 

Sequence  in  Library  Association  Work. 

Difficulties  were,  however,  things  to  be  got  over.  A  scheme  of 
advanced  special  education  was  a  sequence  in  Library  Association 
policy.  It  was  rightly  claimed  that  by  the  influence  of  this  Associa- 
tion there  had  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  administration  of  all 
libraries  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
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Difficulties. 

Now  there  were  two  obstacles  to  the  successful  carrying  out  of  such 
a  scheme  as  Mr.  Baker's.  The  first  related  to  the  students,  and  the 
second  to  Committees,  and  through  the  Committees  to  the  ratepayers. 
It  would  be  absurd  for  the  Association  to  think  of  setting  up  an  elaborate 
organisation  for  education  and  examination  unless  they  had  a  reason- 
able prospect  of  success.  Before  a  youth  started  on  the  course  of 
reading  and  study  to  obtain  the  diploma,  he  or  his  guardian  would  be 
justified  in  asking  if,  when  the  diploma  had  been  obtained,  you  could 
guarantee  a  reward  which  will  be  a  profitable  return  on  the  investment 
of  money,  time  and  labour?  At  present  you  could  give  no  such 
guarantee.  How  many  of  you  would  be  willing  to  find  the  money  and 
to  submit  your  lads  to  the  strain  the  preparation  for  that  examination 
involved  in  view  of  even  a  slow  improvement  of  existing  conditions  ? 

An  assistant  would  probably  reason  thus :  "  To  take  the  L.A.  dip- 
loma I  shall  have  to  work  almost  as  hard  as  to  take  a  university  degree 
(B.A.).  The  training  for  the  diploma  is  special  and  will  not  fit  me  for 
any  other  profession.  The  B.  A.  degree  will  give  me  a  chance  in  various 
directions.  The  B.A.  degree  plus  practical  library  experience,  is  and 
will  be  acknowledged  by  all  Library  Committees.  There  is  no  guarantee 
that  Library  Committees  will  acknowledge  the  diploma.  There  is  no 
guarantee  that  Library  Committees  will  even  if  they  acknowledge  it  give 
precedence  to  the  diploma  over  the  B.A.  degree.  If  I  take  a  B.A. 
degree  and  find  it  necessary  to  take  the  diploma,  I  can  easily  do  so  ;  but 
if  I  take  the  diploma  and  find  it  necessary  to  take  the  B.A.  degree,  I 
shall  have  to  begin  study  again,  as  the  diploma  vrill  not  get  me  franked 
through  a  matriculation  examination.'' 

So  long  as  existing  conditions  continue  it  must  always  be  a  case  of 
B.A.  v.  L.A.  diploma — with  fatal  results  to  your  diploma.  Try  as  you 
will  you  cannot  get  away  from  the  consideration  of  existing  conditions. 
Mr.  Baker  said  a  general  improvement  in  the  librarian's  position  would 
follow  higher  education,  and  justified  the  remark  by  a  comparison  of 
librarianship  with  other  professions.  That  comparison  is  wrong. 
There  was  no  more  resemblance  on  this  point  between  librarianship 
and  any  other  profession  than  there  was  between  chalk  and  cheese. 

The  rate  of  remuneration  in  the  positions  associated  with  other 
professions  must  always  be  influenced  by  the  incomes  the  men  could 
make  in  the  private  exercise  of  their  professions.  What  would  be  the 
use  of  a  city  like  Bradford  offering  three  or  four  hundred  pounds  a  year 
for  a  town  clerk,  a  medical  officer,  or  an  engineer,  and  at  the  same  time 
expect  to  receive  applications  from  men,  any  one  of  whom  in  a  private 
practice  and  without  working  any  harder  could  earn  three  times  that 
sum?  Even  schoolmasters  could  turn  "tutors,"  and  were  not  the 
salaries  attached  to  the  great  public  schools  influenced  by  the  incomes 
the  headmasters  could  make  if  they  were  to  open  schools  of  their  own  ? 
Where  was  the  private  practice  for  the  librarian  ?  Whoever  heard  of 
consulting  librarianship  as  a  lucrative  occupation  ? 

If  you  go  in  for  a  scheme  of  higher  education  you  must  thoroughly 
adopt  Mr.  Abbott's  propagandist  policy  and  Mr.  Ballinger's  Library- 
Politics,  You  must  advocate  Mr.  Tedder's  scheme  for  teaching  biblio- 
graphy in  schools  and  you  must  liven  up  the  Record. 

The  adoption  of  Mr.  Baker's  scheme  must  be  regarded  as  a  first 
step  in  an  agitation  to  limit  all  chief  appointments  to.  specially  trained 
librarians.  It  meant  a  revolution  in  the  Library  Association  itself.  It 
meant  a  readjustment  of  the  balance  as  between  the  reference  and  the 
lending  libraries.     For  far  too  long  has  this  Association  been  dominated 
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by  the  lending  library  type  of  mind.  We  have  submitted  too  patiently 
to  the  predominance  of  the  "cranks".  First  you  had  the  mechanica] 
crank  who  revelled  in  indicators  and  long-reachers.  He  was  followed 
by  the  "  open  access  "  crank ;  now  we  seem  to  be  in  for  the  reign  of  the 
annotating  crank.  We  have  acquiesced  in  the  gush  about  the  mission- 
ary aspect  of  library  work.  This  was  all  a  lending  library  view  and 
had  completely  obscured  from  the  ratepayers  the  practical  work  done 
in  the  reference  library.  The  result  was  that  public  men  referred  to 
libraries  as  recreational  and  educational,  and  the  average  ratepayer 
regarded  the  public  library,  if  he  thought  about  it  at  all,  as  either  a 
free-and-easy  night-school  or  a  rival  to  the  public-house.  landing 
libraries  were  an  important  part  of  public  libraries,  but  they  are  not 
the  most  important  part.  As  the  President  had  described  libraries  as 
literary  restaurants,  the  speaker  might  be  permitted  to  apply  to  lending 
libraries  Mr.  Winston  Churchill's  phrase,  "the  jug  and  bottle  depart- 
ment ".  You  don't  want  this  or  any  other  scheme  of  higher  education 
for  the  lending  libraries. 

If  a  scheme  of  higher  education  were  really  wanted,  the  librarians 
of  the  great  reference  libraries  must  be  brought  into  active  co-opera- 
tion. Library  Committees  must  recognise  and  give  precedence  to  the 
certificates  and  diplomas  of  the  Library  Association,  and  the  public  must 
realise  the  quality  of  work  being  done  in  the  reference  libraries.  In- 
somuch as  reference  libraries  were  amongst  the  workshops  of  the 
wealth  producers,  they  should  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  wealth  produc- 
ing forces  of  the  country. 

When  Committee  men  and  the  public  knew  what  library  work  was, 
and  what  its  results  should  be,  they  would  be  within  measurable  dis- 
tance of  paying  salaries  that  would  draw  the  right  stamp  of  man  both 
to  the  chief  and  subordinate  positions. 

To  supply  the  public  with  information  on  these  points  should  be 
the  aim  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  Baker's  Scheme. 

Mr.  Baker  had  stated  that  the  "division  of  labour  is  becoming  a 
more  and  more  prominent  feature  of  library  work".  He  also  regarded 
as  an  indispensable  part  of  every  course  "the  ability  to  draw  up 
courses  of  reading  for  students".  Apart  from  the  inconsistency  of 
these  two  views,  the  speaker  particularly  dissented  from  the  latter.  It 
was  the  trail  of  the  lending  library  over  the  scheme.  Librarians  could 
and  should  help  all  readers  in  their  libraries,  but  it  was  not  part  of  their 
duty  to  prescribe  courses  of  reading.  There  were  plenty  of  agencies 
doing  that  work  already.  We  were  indebted  to  Mr.  Baker  for  drawing 
out  this  scheme  of  higher  education,  but  his  scheme  would  not  do.  It 
would  not  produce  the  right  type  of  librarian.  The  result  would  be  a 
mongrel — half  schoolmaster,  half  journalist. 

The  scheme  that  was  wanted  was  a  scheme  that  would  produce  a 
bibliographical  librarian,  and,  like  Mr.  Tedder,  the  speaker  used  the 
word  bibliographical  in  its  widest  sense.  No  one  could  work  in  a  refer- 
ence library  without  realising  the  amount  of  necessary  bibliographical 
work  that  was  waiting  to  be  done,  that  could  only  be  done  by  co-opera- 
tion, and  by  specially  trained  librarians. 

Ask  scholars  to  co-operate  with  you  in  pressing  these  facts  on 
Committees,  and  there  will  not  be  much  delay  in  securing  for  biblio- 
graphy those  energies  which  many  librarians  now  devote  to  literature 
and  journalism.  Members  of  the  Library  Association  should  not  touch 
that  or  any  other  scheme  of  higher  education  unless  they  were  pre- 
pared to  deal  with  it  thoroughly.     It  would  not  be  easy  work,  it  would 
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not  be  quick  work,  but  it  would  be  a  great  work.  It  was  a  work  suited 
to  the  Association,  and  would  justify  the  possession  of  that  charter  of 
which  they  were  so  justly  proud. 

The  President  referred  to  Mr.  Shaw  as  the  Jeremiah  of  the  move- 
ment. There  was  no  doubt  that  the  hours  of  labour  of  librarians  were 
much  too  long.  He  hoped  that  some  day  the  salary  of  the  school- 
master and  the  librarian  might  rise,  at  any  rate,  to  the  level  of  the 
foreman  joiner.  He  himself  paid  his  foreman  fitters  more  than  the 
average  salary  of  the  gentlemen  he  saw  before  him,  and  that  was  a 
shameful  thing  to  have  to  say. 

Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Baker  briefly  replied,  and  the  Conference 
was  brought  to  an  end. 

The  Association  Dinner. 

The  Association  Dinner  was  held  at  the  Midland  Hotel  in  the 
evening.  The  President  occupied  the  chair,  and  among  those  present 
were  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress  of  Bradford,  Alderman  J.  S.  Toothill 
(Chairman  of  the  Bradford  Library  Committee),  Mr.  Harry  Behrens,  Mr. 
James  Gregory,  and  Mr.  R.  Oldfield  (Bradford).  Letters  of  apology  for 
absence  were  received  from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Bradford  (Mr.  F.  Stevens), 
Alderman  W.  E.  B.  Priestley,  M.P.,  Mr.  F.  W.  Jowett,  M.P.,  and  Mr. 
James  Roberts. 

After  the  loyal  toast,  the  President  proposed  "The  City  and  Trade 
of  Bradford,"  coupled  with  the  health  of  the  Mayor.  He  said  he  re- 
membered that  at  the  very  first  public  dinner  at  which  he  was  present, 
John  Bright,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  banquet,  said,  "  after  this  very 
wholesome  repast  I  am  sure  we  are  full  of  benevolent  intentions  ".  He 
was  sure  that  gathering  was  full  of  admiration,  full  of  gratitude,  and  full 
of  good  wishes  for  the  future  prosperity  of  the  city  of  Bradford.  York- 
shire and|Lancashire  had  ever  been  the  patrons  of  learning.  It  was  so 
in  the  times  of  Caxton,  and  it  had  been  so  in  more  modern  times.  Dr. 
Fairbairn,  in  opening  the  John  Rylands  Library  at  Manchester,  had 
very  well  shown  that  learning  and  the  love  of  literature  had  been  more 
active  where  there  were  great  populations  than  among  those  cities  more 
famous  for  scholars,  but  not  so  famous  for  industry.  After  referring  to 
the  immense  advances  which  were  being  made  in  municipal  activity. 
Sir  William  remarked  that  he  fully  believed  that  England  was  getting 
better.  He  had  great  faith  in  the  future  of  his  country.  Sir  William 
concluded  by  thanking  the  Mayor  for  his  kindness  towards  the  Associa- 
tion, and  expressed  the  hope  that  Bradford  might  for  many  years  to 
come  enjoy  the  sunlight  of  heaven,  the  wisdom  of  men,  and  the  good- 
ness of  Almighty  God. 

The  Mayor  op  Bradford,  who  was  cordially  received,  responded  to 
the  toast,  and  observed  that  he  gathered  from  the  many  kind  things 
which  had  been  said  that  the  members  of  the  Association  had  enjoyed 
the  reception  which  had  been  accorded  to  them.  He  hoped  that  the 
city  of  Bradford  had  not  failed  to  maintain  its  reputation  for  giving  a 
hearty  welcome,  but  assuredly  it  had  been  a  great  pleasure  to  them  in 
Bradford  to  receive  the  Association.  They  felt  and  hoped  that  they 
might  receive  considerable  benefit  from  the  visit  to  the  city,  and  he  had 
certainly  enjoyed  in  no  common  degree  the  company  of  their  remark- 
ably genial  President.  Speaking  of  Bradford  progress,  the  Mayor 
observed  that  municipal  life  had  been  very  active,  and  if  the  members 
had  time  to  visit  Bradford  municipal  institutions  they  would  see  that 
Bradford  had  reason  to  be  proud,  especially  of  its  educational  institu- 
tions.    As  for  the  trade  of  Bradford,  it  could  not  be  said  to  be  booming 
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as  that  of  Lancashire  was  booming.  But  Bradford  did  not  envy 
Lancashire.  They  all  recoenised  that  Lancashire  had,  in  recent  years, 
gone  through  some  rather  hard  times,  and  they  undoubtedly  deserved 
the  better  times  they  were  now  enjoying.  He  was  sorry  that  Bradford 
was  not  now  in  the  midst  of  prosperous  times,  but  being  largely  de- 
pendent on  a  fashion  trade  they  had  to  take  the  better  times  with  the 
bad,  and  try  to  bring  out  a  decent  average. 

Baillie  Murray  (Chairman  of  the  Glasgow  Free  Libraries  Com- 
mittee) proposed  the  ''  Local  Committee,"  and  observed  that  he  feared 
that  Glasgow  was  to  some  extent  an  exception  to  the  rule  that  the  ad- 
vancement of  free  libraries  had  been  greater  in  the  industrial  centres 
than  in  the  cities  of  learning.  Glasgow  had  in  many  departments  been 
in  the  forefront  of  municipal  work.  But  in  the  matter  of  free  libraries 
they  had  been  backward.  During  the  last  four  or  five  years  they  had 
endeavoured  to  make  up  leeway,  and  they  hoped  next  year,  when  the 
Association  met  in  Glasgow^  to  show  a  system  of  branch  libraries  as 
good  as  any  in  the  country.  They  had  taken  from  England  their  Chief 
Librarian,  Mr.  Barrett,  who  had  already  made  his  mark  upon  the  city. 
The  Association  was  striving  for  the  better  education  of  the  librarian, 
but  he  was  convinced  that  this  would  be  sooner  done  if  the  Association 
would  educate  the  Library  Committees  of  the  municipalities  on  the 
higher  ideals  which  they  heldiof  a  librarian's  duty.  Mr.  Barrett  was 
educating  his  Committee.  He  suspected  that  it  was  with  that  purpose 
that  Mr.  Barrett  had  pressed  him  very  strongly  to  attend  this  meetings 
The  practical  point  was  that  if  the  Library  Committees  were  convinced 
of  the  matters  which  had  been  under  debate,  they  could,  by  advancing 
salaries,  overcome  many  of  the  difficulties  attending  the  education  of 
the  librarian.  In  reference  to  the  Glasgow  meeting,  the  speaker  ob- 
served that  they  from  Glasgow  had  been  industriously  taking  notes, 
and  they  would  endeavour  to  follow  in  the  steps  of  Bradford,  and  make 
provision  for  the  discharge  of  business  and  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
delegates. 

Alderman  Toothill  and  Mr.  Butlbr  Wood  briefly  responded. 

Mr.  T.  C.  Abbott  (Manchester)  proposed  the  health  of  the  Pre- 
sident, referring  in  complimentary  and  affectionate  terms  to  his  attain- 
ments and  his  many-sided  activity. 

The  President  responded  and  eulogised  the  work  which  was  being 
done  in  the  country  by  the  libraries.  He  had  faith  in  them,  and  he  had 
faith  in  the  members  of  the  Library  Association.  Such  investments  as 
schools,  colleges  and  libraries  must  produce  a  good  reward.  They 
must  produce  nobler  men  and  women,  with  a  higher  sense  of  duty.  In 
conclusion  the  President  remarked  that  this  was  the  first  time  that  he 
had  come  to  this  Library  Association  alone.  His  dear  wife  during  her 
lifetime  took  a  great  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Association.  This  time 
he  had  not  her  company.  He  was  very  much  obhged  to  the  members 
for  their  kindness  toward  himself. 

During  the  evening  an  excellent  musical  programme  was  contri- 
buted by  the  following  ladies  and  gentlemen:  Soprano^  Miss  Isa  Millar; 
Contralto,  Miss  Louie  Coakcroft ;  Tenor,  Mr.  Vincent  Ward ;  Bariio/Uj 
Mr.  F.  J.  Hewitt;  Bass,  Mr.  Fred  Power;  Accompanist,  Mr.  Lrewis  Firth. 


APPENDIX. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

The  Council  beg  to  submit  their  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Report. 

Membership. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  Annual  Report  36  new  members,  13  as- 
sociates and  9  libraries  have  joined  the  Association ;  the  losses  by  death 
and  resignation  amounting  to  37.  The  roll  of  members  now  includes 
18  honorary  fellows,  11  fellows,  361  members,  171  institutions  and  41 
associates— a  total  of  602,  beinp;  an  increase  of  21  compared  with  the 
total  for  last  year.  The  Council  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  this 
improvement  in  the  membership,  but  they  would  again  point  out  the 
necessity  of  a  still  larger  increase  if  an  adequate  income  is  to  be  pro- 
vided to  extend  the  work  of  the  Association,  which  grows  in  importance 
with  each  year.  The  Council  therefore  appeal  to  all  members  to  en- 
deavour to  secure  new  members. 

Obituary. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  has  been  unhappily  large, 
and  the  Council  with  great  regret  have  to  report  the  loss  of  the  fol- 
lowing members  :  Dr.  Richard  Garnbtt,  C.B.,  LL.D.,  Franklin 
T.  Barrett,  Rev.  Francis  B.  F.  Campbbll,  G.  L.  Campbell^  J.  P. 
Edmond,  Henry  Flint,  Frank  George,  C.  Green,  F.  W.  Hunt, 
H.  Wbnsley  Kirk,  S.  W.  Silver,  Charles  J.  Spbnce. 

Dr.  Richard  Garnett,  C.B.,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Library 
Association,  a  Fellow,  and  in  1893  President.  From  its  commence- 
ment until  the  last  he  took  an  active  interest  in  the  Association,  at- 
tending Annual  Meetings  and  delivering  many  addresses  and  papers. 
From  the  time  of  his  appointment  by  Panizzi's  influence  in  185 1  until 
1899  h^  ^As  ii^  the  service  of  the  British  Museum,  having  been  suc- 
cessively Superintendent  of  the  Reading  Room  and  Keeper  of  the 
Printed  Books.  His  chief  professional  achievement  was  in  connection 
with  the  great  Printed  Catalogue,  on  which  he  worked  for  many  years. 
In  1885  he  received  the  degree  of  LL.D.  from  Edinburgh  University; 
in  1895  he  was  created  C.B. ;  and  in  1905  he  became  a  Trustee  of  the 
National  Portrait  Gallery.  He  was  a  founder  and  in  1897*98  President 
of  the  Bibliographical  Society.  Dr.  Garnett  had  a  special  gift  for  the 
rare  art  of  apt  translation  in  verse,  and  wrote  in  prose  a  polished,  easy 
and  graceful  style.  His  short  biographical  studies  and  contributions  to 
the  Encyclopedia  Btitannica  and  Dictionary  of  National  Biography  are  of 
lasting  value.  His  technical  writings  collected  as  Essays  in  Librarian- 
ship  and  Bibliography  (1893)  and  Essays  by  an    Ex-Librarian  (1901) 
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should  be  among  the  favoured  books  of  every  librarian.  Perhaps  he 
will  be  best  remembered  by  a  collection  of  short  stories  called  the 
Twilight  of  tJvc  Gods  (1888),  noteworthy  for  an  uncommon  union  of  irony, 
wit,  learning  and  felicitous  literary  expression.  He  was  a  man  of 
varied  scholarship,  wide  reading,  accurate  acquaintance  with  the 
languages  and  literature  of  the  ancient  and  modern  world,  remarkable 
powers  of  memory,  and  a  marvellous  practical  knowledge  of  books. 
In  the  Library  Association  he  made  many  friends,  who  admired  and 
loved  him,  not  only  for  his  distinguished  intellectual  merits,  but  for 
his  great  personal  charm.  By  his  death  the  world  loses  a  great  libra- 
rian, and  the  Association  a  valued  friend  and  supporter. 

Mr.  Franklin  T.  Barrett,  Chief  Librarian,  Fulham,  the  son  of  Mr. 
Francis  T.  Barrett,  City  Librarian,  Glasgow,  was  appointed  in  18S6 
Assistant  Librarian  in  Baillie's  Institute  Free  Library,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1899.  From  December,  1891,  till  May,  1894,  ^^  was 
Senior  Assistant  in  the  Mitchell  Library,  and  then  became  Chief 
Librarian  at  Fulham.  He  joined  the  Library  Association  in  1886,  and 
was  for  a  number  of  years  a  useful  member  of  the  Council.  He  lectured 
at  the  London  School  of  Economics  in  connection  with  the  Bducation 
Committee  on  Cataloguing  and  Classification,  and  for  some  years  was 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners.  He  was  a  modest,  amiable,  and 
accomplished  man,  much  esteemed  by  all  with  whom  he  was  associated. 

The  Rev.  Francis  B.  F.  Campbell  was  in  early  life  an  Assistant 
in  the  Department  of  Printed  Books  in  the  British  Museum,  where  he 
arranged  the  collections  of  Colonial  and  Indian  State  Papers,  publish- 
ing in  1899  a  catalogue  of  the  Indian  Official  Publications.  In  the 
same  year,  being  in  delicate  health,  he  resigned,  and  proceeded  to  India 
as  secretary  to  his  friend  Bishop  Welldon.  He  took  Holy  Orders 
and  returned  to  London  as  Curate  at  St.  Margaret's,  Westminster.  He 
joined  the  Library  Association  in  1889,  was  a  London  member  of  the 
Council,  and  contributed  papers  on  bibliographical  subjects,  republish- 
ing some  of  them  as  part  of  his  Theory  of  National  and  IntermUional 
Bibliography,  He  was  an  earnest  and  kind-hearted  man,  who  en- 
deavoured to  introduce  some  human  interest  into  the  somewhat  arid 
subject  of  Government  blue-books. 

Mr.  G.  L.  Campbell,  J.  P.,  of  Wigan,  was  a  member  of  the  Wigan 
Public  Library  Committee  from  1876.  He  joined  the  Association  in 
1878,  and  the  following  year  was  associated  with  Mr.  C.  W.  Sutton  as 
a  Local  Organising  Secretary  of  the  Manchester  Meeting.  Soon  after- 
wards he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  for  many  years 
held  office  and  attended  the  meetings.  In  1898  he  was  the  General 
Organising  Secretary  of  the  Three  Towns'  Meeting  held  at  Southport, 
Preston  and  Wigan.  He  was  very  active  in  local  affairs,  especially  in 
matters  relating  to  beneficence  and  education,  and  was  a  man  of  great 
administrative  powers,  full  of  energy  and  enthusiasm,  with  many  attrac- 
tive personal  qualities. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Edmond  was  a  life  member  of  the  Library  Association,  a 
country  member  of  the  Council,  and  a  familiar  figure  at  the  Annual 
Meetings.  He  commenced  his  library  career  as  Assistant  to  the  Lib- 
rarian  of  Sion  College,  London,  in  1889,  with  which  position  he  held 
concurrently  the  office  of  ^Assistant  Secretary  and  Librarian  of  the 
Alpine  Club.  From  1891  until  1904  he  was  in  charge  of  the  Earl  of 
Crawford's  Library  at  Haigh  Hall,  Wigan,  and  compiled  several  special 
catalogues.  In  1904  he  became  Librarian  of  the  Signet  Library,  Edin- 
burgh, a  position  he  held  until  his  death.  A  few  weeks  before  his 
death  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Edinburgh  Bibliographical 
Society.     His    contributions   to    bibliography    include    The    Aberdeen 
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Printers^  The  A  nnals  of  Scotch  Printing,  and  several  papers  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Edinburgh  Bibliographical  Society,  The  Library,  and  other 
journals.  Mr.  Edmond  was  remarkable  for  his  modesty  and  knowledge, 
for  his  willingness  to  help  others,  and  for  his  anxiety  to  remain  un- 
noticed. 

Mr.  H.  Flint,  of  Wigan,  raised  himself  to  an  assured  position  in 
the  commercial  world.  Besides  being  a  member  of  the  Library  As- 
sociation, he  was  connected  with  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Anti- 
quarian Society,  and  frequently  attended  the  meetings  of  both  these 
bodies. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Hunt  became  a  member  of  the  Library  Association  in 
1895.  ^^  early  life  he  was  a  compositor,  becoming  later  Librarian  of 
the  Devonport  Public  Library.  When  the  Library  Association  visited 
Plymouth  in  1901  he  acted  as  a  valued  co-Secretary  with  the  Borough 
Librarian  of  Plymouth. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Kirk  became  a  member  of  the  Library  Association  in 
1899.  He  was  for  many  years  Sub-Librarian  of  the  Chetham  Library, 
Manchester,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Library 
Societies  in  his  district. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Spence,  of  North  Shields,  for  the  past  fourteen  years 
Chairman  of  the  Tynemouth  Public  Library  Committee,  became  a 
member  of  the  Library  Association  in  1904.  He  showed  a  life-long 
interest  in  libraries  and  their  work,  and  from  his  youth  was  actively 
associated  with  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Literary  and  Philosophical 
Society.  Mr.  Spence  was  also  a  Vice-President  of  the  Newcastle 
Society  of  Antiquaries.  An  edition  of  Dr.  Bruce's  Handbook  of  the 
Roman  Wall  is  illustrated  with  etchings  by  him. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Annual  Meeting. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Cambridge  in  the 
week  commencmg  21st  August,  1905,  by  invitation  of  the  Corporation 
and  of  the  Library  Committee,  under  the  Presidency  of  Dr.  Francis 
Jenkinson,  University  Librarian,  this  being  the  second  visit  of  the 
Association  to  the  city.  The  meeting  was  specially  interesting  as  being 
held  in  commemoration  of  the  jubilee  of  the  Cambridge  Free  Library, 
and  of  its  Librarian,  Mr.  John  Pink,  who  in  1905  completed  fifty  years' 
service.  By  the  courtesy  of  the  authorities,  a  number  of  rooms  in 
Trinity  and  St.  John's  Colleges  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Council,  and  many  members  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege. 
Twenty-seven  papers  were  read  dealing  with  Bookbinding,  Cataloguing, 
Sunday  Opening  and  Library  Planning,  the  papers  on  the  last  subject 
being  discussed  by  a  number  of  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  British 
Architects.  The  Second  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Education 
and  Public  Libraries  was  also  presented,  and  the  resolutions  submitted 
were  unanimously  adopted.  Exhibitions  of  Library  Appliances,  Book- 
binding, and  Plans  and  Photographs  of  recent  Library  Buildings  were 
held,  and  an  exhibition  of  "  Best  Books,"  which  has  become  a  very  use- 
ful feature  at  our  Annual  Meetings.  The  Council  again  tender  their 
thanks  to  the  publishers  who  kindly  sent  their  books  for  exhibition.  A 
further  report  from  the  Catalogue  Rules  Committee  was  received. 

To  the  Corporation  and  the  Library  Committee  of  Cambridge,  and 
to  the  authorities  of  the  University  the  best  thanks  of  the  Association 
are  due  for  the  reception  and  entertainment  of  the  Association.  The 
Council  take  this  opportunity  of  congratulating  Mr.  Pink  on  his  jubilee, 
and  thank  him  and  Mr.  Smart,  the  Honorary  Local  Secretaries,  for 
the  arrangements  which  contributed  so  largely  to  the  success  of  the 
meetings. 


514 


The  Library  Association  Record. 


Monthly  Meetings. 

Monthly  Meetings  have  been  held  each  month  from  November  to 

June  at  the  London  School  of  Economics,  with  the  exception  of  the 
anuaiy  Meeting,  which  was  held  at  the  National  Art  Library,  by  kind 
invitation  of  Mr.  Palmer,  the  Keeper,  who  entertained  the  members. 
At  the  March  Meeting  a  number  of  Members  of  Parliament  and  others 
interested  in  Library  Legislation  were  invited  and  took  part  in  the 
discussion  on  Mr.  Parr's  paper,  the  chair  being  taken  by  Mr.  H.  J. 
Tennant,  M.P. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  papers  read  at  the  meeting^s  : — 
November    27th. — '*  Professional    Education    and     Registration : 
Some   Suggestions,"  by  W.   R.  B.   Prideaux,   B.A.,   Assistant 
Librarian,  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 
December  nth. — "Principles  of  Cataloguing,"  by  E.    Wyndham 

Hulme,  B.A.,  Librarian,  Patent  Office  Library. 
January  15th. — "  Paper  on  the  National  Art  Library,  South  Ken- 
sington,** by  G.  H.  Palmer,  B.A.,  Keeper. 
February    19th. — "Wanted— a    Classification,"    by    Richard     W. 

Mould,  F.S.A.  (Scot.),  Librarian,  Public  Library,  Newington. 
March   19th. — "The   Libraries  and  the  Counties,"  by    H.    Farr, 

Deputy  Librarian,  Cardiff  Public  Libraries. 
April  23rd. — "Stocktaking,"  by  Thomas  Aldred,  Librarian,  Pass- 
more  Edwards  Public  Library,  Borough  Road,  South wark. 

"  Public  Libraries  and  Public  Opinion,"  by  James 

Hutt,  M.A.,  Librarian,  Lyceum  Library,  Liverpool. 
May  2ist. — "A  Weak  Point  in   Library  Administration,''  by  E. 

McKnight,  Librarian,  Public  Library,  Chorley. 
June  i8th. — "What  Should  an  Annual  Report  of  a  Public  Library 
Contain  ? "    by  W.   J.   Willcock,  Librarian,   Public    Library, 
Peterborough. 

Branch  Associations. 

The  various  provincial  Library  Associations  throughout  the  country 
have  been  invited  to  affiliate  themselves  to  the  parent  Association, 
under  the  regulations  drawn  up  by  the  Council ;  but  the  response  has 
not  been  so  prompt  and  hearty  as  was  expected,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  regulations  have  been  reframed  so  as  to  allow  every  affiliated 
body  the  fullest  possible  freedom  in  the  management  of  its  own  affairs. 

Jubilee  of  Melbourne  Public  Library. 

The  jubilee  of  the  Melbourne  Public  Library  has  been  celebrated 
this  year,  and  the  following  resolutions  relating  thereto  were  passed 
by  the  Council  on  19th  January,  igo6 : — 

(i)    "That   the   Honorary  Treasurer  be  asked  to  frame  a  con- 
gratulatory letter  on  the  occasion,  to  be  signed  by  the  President, 
Honorary  Treasurer,  and  Honorary  Secretary.' 
(2)    "That  Mr.  Anderson,  Director  and  Principal  Librarian  of  the 
Public   Library  of  Sydney,   New  South  Wales,  be   asked  to 
represent  the  Library  Association  at  the  celebration." 
Mr.  Anderson  accepted  the  nomination,  but  was  unable  to  attend 
the  celebration. 


Inaugural  Ceremonies, 

The  Association  has  been  officially  represented  during  the  ^ear  at 
the  inaugural  ceremonies  of  several  new  libraries.    The  Council  think 
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it  desirable  that  this  should  be  done  whenever  possible  on  such  occa- 
sions^ and  would  urge  the  officials  concerned  to  inform  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  any  similar  functions  at  which  it  might  be  agreeable  that 
the  Association  should  be  represented. 

Cataloguing  Rules. 

The  Catalogue  Rules  Committee  have  held  several  meetings  during 
the  year,  and  a  good  deal  of  correspondence  has  passed  between  the 
Committee  and  the  American  Library  Association  Advisory  Catalogue 
Committee,  with  the  result  that  the  outstanding  points  of  difference  in 
the  two  draft  codes  have  been  still  further  reduced.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  will  be  submitted  to  the  Annual  Meeting. 

Meeting  at  Glasgow  in  1907. 

The  Council  have  gratefully  accepted  a  very  kind  invitation  from 
the  Town  Clerk,  on  behalf  of  the  Library  Authorities  of  Glasgow,  to 
hold  the  Annual  Meeting  of  I907  in  that  city. 

Local  Conferences. 

The  first  of  the  three  Local  Conferences  authorised  by  the 
Cambridge  Meeting,  in  continuation  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Educa- 
tion and  Public  Libraries  Committee,  was  held  at  Birmingham  on 
Thursday,  3rd  May,  1906,  by  kind  invitation  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
Birmingham,  who  presided  over  the  meeting.  There  was  a  large 
attendance  of  delegates  from  Municipal  Corporations,  Education 
Committees  and  other  bodies  concerned  with  education  and  local 
government  from  a  wide  district  round  Birmingham,  as  well  as  of 
members  of  the  Library  Association. 

The  following  resolutions  were  carried  unanimously : — 

Resolution  I, 

"  That  as  the  Public  Library  should  be  recognised  as  forming  part 
of  the  national  educational  machinery,  it  is  desirable  that  chil- 
dren from  an  early  age  should  become  accustomed  to  the  use  of 
collections  of  books  in  special  children's  libraries,  and  that 
advanced  students  should  be  able  to  obtain  in  public  libraries 
the  principal  books  recommended  by  various  teaching  bodies.'' 
Proposed  by   Mr.   Henry   R.   Tedder,   Hon.  Treasurer,  Library 
Association,  Secretary  and  Librarian,  The  Athenaeum,  London,  S.W. 
Seconded  by   Mr.  R.   Cary   Gilson,   M.A.,   Head   Master,  King 
Edward's  Grammar  School,  Birmingham. 

Resolution  IL 

**  That  this  Conference  is  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived  for 
promoting  legislation  in  reference  to  the  following  objects, 
viz. : — 
"(fl)  To  empower  County  Councils  to  put  the  Public  Libraries 
Acts  into  operation  and  to  organise  library  systems  for  the 
areas   under  their  jurisdiction ;  (b)  That  having  regard  to 
the   increasing  demands  made  upon  the  resources  of  the 
Public  LibraiT  Authorities  throughout  the  country  during 
recent  years  for  educational  work,  it  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance that  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  should  be  amended 
so  as  to  remove  the  present  limitation  of  the  library  rate ; 
(c)  To  exempt  Public  Libraries  from  the  payment  of  local 
rates." 
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Proposed  by  Councillor  T.  C.  Abbott,  Manchester. 

Sbcondbd  by  Alderman  S.  Edwards,  J. P.,  Birmingham. 

The  excitement  and  interest  occasioned  throughout  the  country  in 
the  early  part  of  the  present  year  by  a  General  Election  made  it  im- 
possible to  arrange  for  more  than  one  Conference. 

Legislation  Committee, 

The  name  of  the  Rate  Limitation  Committee  (of  which  Councillor 
T.  C.  Abbott  is  the  Chairman)  has  been  altered  by  the  Council  to  that 
of  the  Legislation  Committee. 

The  Committee  appointed|to  deal  with  legislative  proposals — either 
on  behalf  of  the  Association  or  by  others— having  relation  to  public 
libraries,  have  held  three  meetin|;s  during  the  year,  and  definite  pro- 
gress has  been  made  towards  obtaming  much-needed  amendments,  and 
the  extension  of  the  work  to  areas  not  at  present  provided  for  in  the 
Public  Libraries  Acts.  The  resolutions  passed  at  the  Cambridge  Meet- 
ing, at  the  special  Conference  at  Birmingham,  and  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Association  held  in  March  in  London,  stimulated  the  Committee  to 
consider  the  subject  of  legislation  in  all  its  bearings,  and  with  doe 
regard  to  the  pressing  needs  of  library  authorities,  owing  to  recent 
legal  decisions  and  the  increasing  demands  made  upon  their  resources. 

It  was  seen  early  in  the  year  that  to  introduce  the  Bill  before  the 
last  Parliament,  with  little  prospect  of  success,  would  be  a  mistake, 
and  numerous  suggestions  made  from  different  parts  of  the  country 
induced  the  Committee  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  its  work  and  include 
several  important  and  urgent  matters  in  a  new  Bill.  This  has  been 
most  carenilly  prepared  by  the  Hon.  Solicitor  (Mr.  H.  W.  Fovargue) 
after  full  consideration  and  direction  of  the  Committee  and  approval 
of  the  Council.  At  the  last  meeting  Mr.  H.  J.  Tennant,  M.P.,  attended, 
and  advantage  was  taken  of  his  presence  to  obtain  advice  upon  the 
course  to  be  adopted.  The  Council  afterwards  invited  Mr.  Tennant  to 
take  charge  of  the  Bill  in  Parliament  when  completed  and  accepted  by 
the  Association  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 

Public  Library  Movement. 

The  Public  Libraries  Acts  have  been  adopted  at  the  following  places 
since  June,  1905  : — 

Caversham.  Normanton. 

Downpatrick.  Oakley. 

Horwich.  Pontypool. 

Llangollen. 

Education, 

The  Council  wish  to  draw  attention  to  the  great  and  increasing 
success  of  the  work  of  the  Education  Committee ;  over  one  hundred 
students  entered  for  the  last  examination,  being  more  than  double  the 
number  of  last  year.     Correspondence  classes  in  Library  History  and 
Administration  and  in  Cataloguing  have  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Brown 
and  Mr.  Quinn  respectively,  and  have  been  taken  advantage  of  very 
largely  by  assistants  outside  London.      Courses  of  lectures  in  Cata- 
loguing, Classification,  Library  History  and  Library  Administration  have 
been  delivered  at  the  London  School  of  Economics  and  Political  Science 
by  Messrs.  Ouinn,  Jast  and  Brown.     The  best  thanks  of  the  Council 
are  due  to  these  gentlemen  for  their  services,  and  to  the  Education 
Committee  and  their  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  D.  Roberts. 
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In  consequence  of  his  appointment  to  the  Hbrarianship  at  Brighton^ 
Mr.  Roberts  has  been  compelled  to  resign  his  office.  The  Council  have 
received  the  announcement  with  extreme  regret,  and  desire  to  express, 
their  acknowledgment  of  the  great  and  valuable  services  rendered 
by  Mr.  Roberts  in  relation  to  the  educational  work  of  the  Association^ 
with  unremitting  energy  and  self-denial,  during  the  long  period  of  ten 
years. 

Sound  Leather  Committee. 

By  the  publication  of  Leather  for  Libraries  the  Sound  Leather  Com* 
mittee  assumed  a  pecuniary  liability  of  about  £65.  The  Committee  are 
pleased  to  report  that  nearly  the  whole  edition  of  1,000  copies  of  their 
work  has  been  sold,  and  that  there  is  now  a  small  balance  in  their 
favour.  Dr.  Parker  also  reports  that  since  January,  1906,  numerous 
applications  for  leather  analysis  have  been  made  to  him  bj^  members  of 
the  Association.  From  other  sources  the  Committee  are  informed  that 
the  use  of  *' standard  leather"  is  becoming  general  in  libraries.  The 
Committee  are  now  engaged  in  compiling  a  Standard  Leather  Directory, 
with  the  view  of  bringing  into  closer  relationship  all  persons  interested 
in  the  manufacture,  sale  or  use  of  light  leathers,  whether  for  book- 
binding, upholstery  or  other  purposes.  In  this  connection  a  circular 
letter  addressed  to  librarians  has  been  issued  in  the  July  numbers  of 
the  Rbcord  and  Library  World,  and  a  similar  letter  to  the  trade  will  be 
issued  shortly.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Standard  Leather  Directory  will  be 
ready  for  publication  in  the  autumn. 

<<  Library  Association  Record." 

The  Library  Association  Record  has  appeared  regularly  during^ 
the  year,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Publications  Committee. 

Library  of  the  Association. 

Satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  in  the 
cataloguing  of  the  Library  of  the  Association,  which  is  now  conveni- 
ently housed  at  the  London  School  of  Economics.  Rules  for  the  use 
of  the  library,  approved  by  this  Council  and  by  the  Governors  of  the 
London  School  of  Economics,  were  published  in  the  July  number  of 
the  Record.  The  thanks  of  the  Council  are  due  to  Mr.  McKillop  and 
members  of  his  staff  for  services  rendered  in  the  cataloguing  and 
administration  of  the  collection.  Many  gaps  in  the  professional  journals 
and  text-books  stilt  remain  to  be  filled,  lists  of  which  will  be  published 
from  time  to  time  in  the  Record.  The  Council  appeal  to  the  generosity 
of  members  of  the  Association  to  assist  in  making  these  deficiencies 
good  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

Benevolent  Fund. 

The  Council  have  only  received  one  contribution  to  this  fund 
during  the  past  year,  and  once  more  appeal  to  members  to  aid  in 
placing  the  fund  on  a  more  useful  basis. 
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Attendances  at  Council  and  Committee  Meetings. 
1st  July,  1905,  to  30th  June,  1906. 


Dr.  Francis  Jenkinaon  (PnesideotJ 

Earl  of  Crawfonl 

G.  K.  Fonescuc 

Alderman  J,  ^^outheni 

Prof,  W.  M.  DiKon 

Dr,  Thoa.  Hodgkin 

Sir  W.  H.  Bailey 

Francis  T.  Barrett 

j.  Potter  Briscoe 

J.  D.  Brown 

F.  J.  Burgoync 

P.  CoweU  , 

E.  W,  Hulme 

L.  Ii^kster  . 

T,  W,  Lysler 

J.  y.  W.  MacAlffltcr 

C*  W.  Sutton    . 

W*  H.  K.  Wright 

R  R.  Taldi3r(Hon, 

L.  Staotey  Jast  {Hon 

H,  W.  FovaTffuc  (H 

LONDON 

T.  AMred  , 
H.  Bond   . 
J,  R,  B<>os*       . 
C\  J-  Davetiport 

C  T.  Davis 
W.  E.  Doubleday 
H.  W.  Fiocham 
H.  V.  Hopwood 
B.  Kettle  , 
G.  H.  Palmer 
W,  C,  Plaol 
H.  D.  Roberts 

COUNTRY 

T.  C*  Abboti     . 
B,  And^rtOQ 
E,  A,  Baker       . 
J.  BaUinger 
Aldertaan  Brittain 

B,  Carter  . 
W.  Crowthcr     ^ 
R.  K.  Dent 
G.  H,  Elliott     . 
H.  T.  Folkard  . 
H.  Guppy . 
T.  W.  Hand     . 
A.  Lancaster     . 

C.  Madelcy 
E.  R.  N.  Mathews 
},  Minto  , 
J,  Pink  . 
A.  C  Shaw 
G.  T,  Shaw 
B-  Wood  . 


Note.— The  undermentioned  non-members  of  Council  were  summoned  to  meetings  of  the  Committees 
Education  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  McKillop  summoned  to  5 
Mr.  E.  McKnight 
Mr.  A.  W.  Pollard 
Mr.  I.  H.  Quinn 
Mr.  G.  £.  Roebuck 

Board  of  Examiners. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Pollard 
Mr.  J.  H.  Quinn 

Legislation  Committe*. 

Mr.  F.  Debenham 

Book  Production, 

Mr.  A.  W.  PolUrd 
Mr.  W.  Powell 
Mr.  E.  A.  Savage 


Mr  WTE.flullint 
Miss  L.  Silcox 
Mt.  Richard  Lunn 
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The  Hon.  Treasurer  reports:  "With  the  kind  assistance  of  Mr. 
T.  J.  Agar,  Hon.  Accountant  to  the  Association,  I  was  able  to  place 
the  balance-sheet  and  accounts,  with  all  the  books  and  vouchers,  before 
the  Auditors  early  in  the  year,  and  the  accounts  were  published  with 
the  Auditor's  report  (dated  20th  April)  in  the  Library  Association 
Record  for  May. 

"  In  ray  estimate  of  income  and  expenditure  for  1905,  I  anticipated 
a  small  deficit.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  instead  of  a  deficit  the  accounts 
show  a  surplus,  chiefly  due  to  an  increase  in  the  amount  received  from 
subscriptions.  Another  unexpected  item  of  the  income  was  a  generous 
gift  of  ;f20  from  Messrs.  Scott,  Greenwood  &  Co.  on  account  of  profit 
on  publication  of  Mr.  Brown's  Library  Manual.  The  amount  of  Consols 
held  at  the  end  of  1905  was  ;f455  i6s.  3d.,  the  market  value  of  which 
at  the  date  of  the  Auditors*  report  was  ;f4i2  los.  No  further  with- 
drawals have  been  made  from  the  amount  standing  to  the  credit  of 
the  Association  in  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
namely,  ;f  127  i8s.  8d." 


Estimate  of  Income  and  Expenditure  for  the  Year 

1906 

Annual  Subscriptions     . 

.   si 

s. 
0 

D. 
0 

Library  Association  Re- 

£ 

s. 

D. 

Dividends,  Interest,  etc. 

•     13 

0 

0 

cord  

200 

0 

0 

Sale  of  Publications 

I 

0 

0 

Salary  of  Assistant  Secretary . 

100 

0 

0 

Rent 

25 

0 

0 

Annual  Meeting,  Bradford     . 

55 

0 

0 

Education  Committee    . 

18 

0 

0 

Cataloguing  Rules  Committee 

3 

5 

0 

North- Western  Branch  . 

4 

10 

0 

Dr.  Parker's  Fee    . 

5 

5 

0 

General  Printing,  Binding  and 

Stationery  .... 

70 

0 

0 

Year  Book      .... 

10 

0 

0 

Annual  Electbn  of  Council    . 

13 

0 

0 

Incidental  and  Petty  Expenses 

60 

0 

0 

Estimated  Surplus  ...      30 
£S94 

0 
0 

0 

;fS94 

0 

0 

0 

Annual  Report  of  tlie  Education  Committee. 

The  Education  Committee  was  re-appointed  by  the  Council  on 
26th  September,  1905,  as  under :  Mr.  Henry  Bond,  Mr.  J.  P.  Briscoe, 
Mr.  J.  D.  Brown,  Mr.  R.  K.  Dent,  Mr.  T.  W.  Hand,  Mr.  J.  McKillop, 
Mr.  E.  McKnight,  Mr.  W.  C.  Plant,  Mr.  A.  W.  Pollard,  Mr.  Heniy  D. 
Roberts,  Mr.  G.  E.  Roebuck,  Mr.  C.  W.  Sutton ;  with  the  President, 
Hon.  Treasurer  and  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Association,  ex -officio. 

Mr.  Roebuck  subsequently  resigned  his  membership  of  the  Com- 
mittee, owing  to  his  intention  of  becoming  a  candidate  for  the  diploma 
of  the  Association.  The  name  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Quinn  was  afterwards 
added  to  the  Committee. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  5th  October,  1905,  Mr.  Tedder  was  re-elected 
Chairman,  and  Mr.  Roberts  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Committee.  Messrs. 
Tedder  and  Roberts  were  also  re-elected  as  representatives  on  the 
Committee  of  Governors  of  the  London  School  of  Economics,  dealing 
with  the  classes  in  Librarianship. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  Report  the  Committee  held  five 
meetings. 

During  the  Session  1905-6  classes  were  held  at  the  London  School 
of  Economics,  as  under : — 
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MiCHABLMAS  TeRM,  I905. 

Cataloguing.    lo  Lectures  (Mr.  QuinnX  32  students. 
Library  History  and  Organisation.     10  Lectures  (Mr.  Brown),  17 
students. 

Lent  Term,  1906. 

Classification.     10  Lectures  (Mr.  Jast),  25  students. 
Practical  Library  Administration.     10  Lectures  (Mr.  Brown),  18 
students. 

Summer  Term,  1906. 

Bookbinding.     Mr.  Cockerel!,  10  students. 

Acting  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Director  of  the  London  School  01 
Economics,  three  prizes  (20/-,  15/-  and  lo/-)  in  each  of  the  four  courses 
were  offered  in  connection  with  work  in  the  Library  Classes  at  the 
School,  and  duly  awarded. 

Statistics  are  given  below  relating  to  these  classes,  and  the  figures 
for  the  two  preceding  sessions  are  added  for  purposes  of  comparison. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  increased  number  of  students,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  Council  decided  to  discontinue  the  payment 
of  half  the  fees  of  students  recommended  by  any  member  of  the 
Library  Association. 

Statistics  op  Classes  at  the  London  School  op  Economics. 

Number  of  entries  .... 
Number  of  students      .... 

(a)  Library  Assistants  (Library  not 
given) 

(6)  From  Municipal  Libraries 

(c)  From  Non-Municipal  Libraries 

(d)  Unattached  students 
Number  of  Municipal  Libraries  repre- 
sented      18    .       16      .       16 

Number  of  Non-Municipal  Libraries 

represented 7    •        4      •        3 

Encouraged  by  the  success  attending  the  correspondence  classes  in 
Sections  5  (Library  History  and  Organisation)  and  6  (Practical  Library 
Administration)  of  the  Examination  Syllabus,  conducted  last  session, 
the  Committee  increased  the  number  of  courses  this  session  from  two 
to  three. 

Mr.  Brown  again  undertook  Sections  5  and  6,  while  the  new  course 
on  Section  4  (Cataloguing)  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Quinn.  Fewer  entries 
were  received  in  Sections  5  and  6.  Last  session  there  were  31  students 
in  Section  5  ;  this  year  11.  Last  year  there  were  35  in  Section  6 ;  this 
year  15.  For  Section  4  there  were  33  students.  The  fees  received 
amounted  to  jf'ag  los.  as  against  ;£'29  17s.  6d.  last  year.    The  expenses 


903-4. 
106  . 

1904-5. 
78 

1905-6. 
.   85 

50  . 

41 

•   55 

— 

— 

12 

32    . 

24 

.   31 

10 

8   . 

7 
10 

4 
8  . 

for  postages,  t3^ing  questions,  etc.,  were  jf'io  ;    as  against  £g  168.  yd. 
last  year  ;  leaving  a  balance  of  /19  los.    Of  this,  the  sum  of  £9 
was  handed  to  Mr.  Brown,  and  £9  i8s.  4d.  to  Mr.  Quinn. 


Although  the  number  of  students  in  Sections  5  and  6  was  less  than 
last  year,  yet  the  Committee  consider  the  classes  as  a  whole  to  have 
been  very  successful,  and  worth  continuing  and  extending.  The  value  of 
these  correspondence  classes  would  be  greatly  enlarged  if  the  students 
had  readier  access  to  the  necessary  books  of  reference. 
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It  may  be  remembered  that  the  first  Summer  School  of  the  As- 
sociation was  held  in  London  in  1893,  and  was  continued  each  year 
up  to  1897.  In  1900  a  suggestion  was  made  to  revive  it,  and  a  series 
of  visits  to  libraries  in  and  around  London  was  arranged ;  but  owing 
to  the  poor  attendance,  the  Council  decided  to  discontinue  the  SchooL 
This  year  a  fresh  attempt  was  made  to  revive  the  School,  and  persons 
were  asked  to  send  in  their  names.  The  replies,  however,  were  very 
few  in  number,  and  the  Committee  were  reluctantly  compelled  to  advise 
the  Council  to  take  no  further  action  in  the  matter. 

The  conduct  of  the  Examination  of  the  Association  was  again  en- 
trusted to  a  Board  of  Examiners,  of  which  Mr.  Tedder  was  elected 
Chairman,  and  Mr.  Roberts,  Hon.  Secretary.  The  Report  of  the  Ex- 
aminers appears  as  an  Appendix  to  this  Report. 

During  the  year  several  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  regula- 
tions relating  to  the  Examination.  The  date  up  to  which  entries  may 
be  made  has  been  extended  from  ist  March  to  31st  March,  and  it  ha& 
also  been  decided  that  candidates  for  the  diploma  may  apply  for  the 
same  as  soon  as  they  like  after  having  become  qualified  by  the  posses- 
sion of  the  six  certificates.  A  separate  subject  for  the  thesis  will  be 
set  for  each  candidate. 

For  the  purposes  of  comparison,  tabulated  statistics  relating  to  the 
Examinations  held  under  the  revised  Syllabus  (».^.,  1904, 1905  and  i9o6)> 
are  also  appended. 

Mr.  Roberts,  who  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Summer  School 
Committee  on  3rd  September,  1896,  and  who,  on  the  formation  of  the 
Education  Committee  as  at  present  organised,  was  its  first  Hon. 
Secretary,  and  also  first  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Examiners,  has 
been  obliged  to  resign  his  two  offices.  The  Committee  have  received 
his  resignation  with  much  regret.  They  desire  to  record  their  deep 
sense  of  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Roberts  during  ten  years 
with  conspicuous  zeal,  ability,  discretion  and  industry;  and  further 
they  consider  that  the  present  success  of  the  educational  work  of  the 
Association  is  largely  due  to  his  strenuous  efforts. 

On  behalf  of  the  Education  Committee, 

Henry  R.  Tedder,  Chairman, 
Henry  D.  Roberts,  Hon,  Secretary, 
Adopted  by  the  Education  Committee ^ 
Sist  July,  1906. 

A. — Report  of  the  Board  op  Examiners, 
On  the  Examination  held  on  yth-iith  May^  1906. 

Note, — The  Members  of  the  Board  are :  Professor  W.  Macneile 
Dixon,  M.A.,  LL.B.,  Litt.D.,  Messrs.  Henry  Bond,  J.  D.  Brown,  H. 
W.  Fovargue,  T.  W.  Hand,  L.  S.  Jast,  W.  C.  Plant,  A.  W.  Pollard, 
M.A.,  J.  H.  Quinn,  Henry  D.  Roberts  (Hon.  Secretary),  C.  W.  Sutton, 
M.A.,  and  Henry  R.  Tedder  (Chairman). 

We  have  to  report  that  the  Examination  of  the  Library  Associatioa 
for  1906  was  held  from  7th  to  nth  May,  at  the  following  centres: 
Birmingham,  Bootle,  Cardiff,  Glasgow,  Leeds,  Lincoln,  London,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne,  Plymouth,  Southampton,  Wellington  (Cape  Colony). 

We  recommend  that  the  thanks  of  the  Council  be  forwarded  to 
those  gentlemen  who  were  good  enough  to  supervise  the  various, 
centres. 

108  candidates  entered  for  172  subjects  ;  98  presented  themselves 
in  152  subjects;  and  80  passed  in  120  subjects.  We  consider  these 
figures  to  be  most  gratifying.     (The  previous  highest  figures  were  in 
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iQOSf  when  57  candidates  entered  for  97  subjects ;  51  presented  them- 
selves in  86  subjects,  and  39  passed  in  65  subjects.)  The  improvement 
in  the  quality  of  the  answers,  noted  in  our  last  report,  is  maintained 
this  year,  but  we  regret  that  many  of  the  candidates  in  Section  5 
(Library  History  and  Organisation),  who  otherwise  did  well,  showed 
a  want  of  knowledge  in  the  subject  of  Library  Law.  We  consider  that 
some  readjustment  is  necessary  in  Section  2  (Bibliography),  so  that 
more  attention  may  be  given  to  the  practical  side  of  the  subject  and 
less  to  historical  bibliography. 

The  Pass  List,  which  is  arranged  in  three  classes,  each  in  alphabe- 
tical order  (Class  i  signifies  that  the  candidates  mentioned  have  passed 
with  honours ;  Class  2  with  merit ;  and  those  in  Class  3  have  satisfied 
the  Examiners),  was  approved  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  held  on 
Tuesday,  31st  July,  1906,  and  is  signed  on  their  behalf,  and  by  their 
instruction,  by  the  Chairman  and  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Board. 

PASS  LIST. 

Section  i. — Literary  History  (4  candidates). 

Class  ^ :  nil.     Class  2  :  nil. 

Class  3 — 

K.  Willis  Cotton,  Public  Library,  Gravesend. 

Section  2, — Elements  op  Practical  Bibliography  (4  candidates). 

Class  I :  nil.     Class  2 :  nil. 
Class  3 — 
F.  W.  Cudlip,  Bishopsgate  Institute,  E.C. 


1 


oseph  C.  Darby,  Bishopsgate  Institute,  E.C. 
ames  D.  Stewart,  Public  Library,  Islington. 

Section  3. — Classipication  (24  candidates). 
Class  I— - 

R.  D.  Macleod,  Public  Libraries,  Glasgow. 

W.  C.  Berwick  Sayers,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 

James  D.  Young,  Public  Library,  Greenwich. 

Class  2 — 

Henry  T.  Coutts,  Public  Library,  Islington. 

George  E.  Denne,  Public  Library,  Richmond. 

William  A.  Peplow,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 

F.  Seward,  Public  Library,  Bromley,  Kent. 

Miss  Isabel  Taylor,  The  Library,  London  School  of  Economics. 

Class  3 — 

J.  Bailey,  Central  Library,  Hampstead. 

R.  Cooper,  Public  Library,  Battersea. 

Miss  L.  Fairweather,  Public  Library,  Kingston. 

P.  E.  Farrow,  Public  Library,  Brockley. 

Sidney  A.  Firth,  Central  Library,  Birkenhead. 

E.  Garner,  Passmore  Edwards  Library,  South wark,  S.E. 

J.  V.  Jacobs,  Public  Library,  Richmond. 

Sidney  Kirby,  Stroud  Green  Branch  Library,  Homsey. 

Ernest  Luke,  Public  Library,  Woolwich. 
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Miss    Grace    McKenzie,    Clerkenwell    Public    Libraryi    Skinner 

Street,  E.C. 
Miss  £.  Ramage,  Huguenot  College,  Wellington,  Cape  Colony. 
Henry  A.  Twort,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 
William  Wilson,  Public  Library,  Gateshead. 
W.  A.  Weight,  Public  Library,  Holbom. 

Section  4.— Cataloguing  (38  candidates). 

Class  I— 

George  E.  Denne,  Public  Library,  Richmond. 

R.  D.  Macleod,  Public  Libraries,  Glasgow. 

Geo.  E.  Roebuck,  Public  Library,  236  Cable  Street,  E. 

James  Ross,  Public  Library,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

W.  C.  Berwick  Sayers,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 

Class  2 — 

J.  Bailey,  Central  Library,  Hampstead,  N.W. 

John  B.  Ellison,  Leeds  Institute,  Leeds. 

R.  E.  Hardy,  Hartley  University  College,  Southampton. 

Robert  Lillie,  Free  Library  and  Museum,  Middlesborough. 

Miss  Aileen  MacMahon,  Toynbee  Hall  Library,  London,  E. 

William  A.  Peplow,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 

F.  Seward,  Public  Library,  Bromley,  Kent. 

Henry  A.  Twort,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 

James  D.  Young,  Public  Library,  Greenwich. 

Class  3— 

John  Barr,  Public  Libraries,  Glasgow. 

Reginald  W.  Brown,  Public  Library,  Northampton. 

R.  Cooper,  Public  Library,  Battersea. 

L.  H.  Cousins,  Public  Library,  West  Hill,  Wandsworth. 

Henry  T.  Coutts,  Public  Library,  Islington. 

W.  C.  Famell,  Free  Library,  Walsall. 

Sidney  A.  Firth,  Central  Library,  Birkenhead. 

J.  V.  Jacobs,  Public  Library,  Richmond. 

Miss  Alice  Jones,  Public  Libraries,  Islington. 

Sidney  Kirby,  Stroud  Green  Branch  Library,  Homsey. 

Ernest  W.  Neesham,  Public  Library,  Gainsborough. 

Thomas  W.  Powell,  Public  Library,  Kingston. 

O.  W.  Stone,  Plashet  Public  Library,  East  Ham,  E. 

Miss  Isabel  Taylor,  The  Library,  London  School  of  Economics. 

George  White,  Central  Library,  Fulham. 

Section  5.— Library  History  and  Organisation  (28  candidates). 

Class  I— 

George  A.  Stephen,  Bishopsgate  Institute,  E.C. 

Class  2— 

William  A.  Peplow,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 
John  Warner,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 

Class  3— 

Miss  Gertrude  A.  Boyd,  Public  Library,  Kettering. 
Reginald  W.  Brown,  Public  Library,  Northampton. 

37 
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Edgar  G.  H.  Carter,  Central  Library,  Deptford,  S.E. 

Montague  Clark,  Hornsey  Public  Libraries. 

F.  W.  Cornwall,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 

Henry  T.  Coutts,  Public  Library,  Islington. 

J.  A.  Louis  Downey,  Public  Library,  West  HartlepooL 

P.  E.  Farrow,  Public  Library,  Brockley. 

C.  J.  Gates,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 

Miss  Mizpah  Gilbert,  Public  Libraries,  Fulham. 

O.  C.  Hudson,  Free  Library,  Goole. 

Maurice  H.  B.  Mash,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 

R.  Norman  A.  Miller,  Public  Library,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

W.  Morgan,  Public  Library,  Cardiff. 

A.  M.  Moslin,  Limehouse  Public  Library,  Stepney. 

Edward  Pearson,  Public  Library,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Geo.  E.  Roebuck,  Public  Library,  236  Cable  Street,  E. 

O.  W.  Stone,  Public  Plashet  Public  Library,  East  Ham,  E. 

Miss  Isabel  Taylor,  The  Library,  London  School  of  Economics. 

George  White,  Central  Library,  Fulham. 

Archibald  H.  Yates,  Hornsey  Public  Libraries. 

Section  6. — Practical  Library  Administration  (54  candidates). 

Class  I — 

Thomas  Coulson,  Public  Library,  Sunderland. 

Geo.  E.  Roebuck,  Public  Library,  236  Cable  Street,  E. 

George  A.  Stephen,  Bishopsgate  Institute,  E.C. 

Class  2 — 

A.  W.  Barker,  Glenlogan,  Cockington,  Torquay. 
Henry  T.  Coutts,  Public  Library,  Islington. 
J.  A.  Louis  Downey,  Public  Library,  West  HartlepooL 
W.  Graham,  Public  Library,  Gateshead. 
Sydney  E.  Harrison,  Public  Library,  Cheltenham. 
John  McAdam,  Municipal  Museum,  Warrington. 
W.  Morgan,  Public  Library,  Cardiff. 

Frederick  G.  S.  Port,  Public  Library,  Peckham  Road,  CamberwelL 
S.E. 

Class  3— 

John  Barr,  Public  Libraries,  Glasgow. 
Ernest  J.  Bell,  Public  Libraries,  Fulham. 
Reginald  W.  Brown,  Public  Library,  Northampton. 
William  Brown,  Public  Library,  Sunderland. 
Edgar  G.  H.  Carter,  Central  Library,  Deptford,  S.E. 
A.  R.  Cass,  Public  Library,  Stoke  Newington. 
F.  W.  Cudlip,  Bishopsgate  Institute,  E.C. 
P.  E.  Farrow,  Public  Library,  Brockley. 

E.  Fletcher,  Public  Library,  236  Cable  Street,  E. 
Miss  Mizpah  Gilbert,  Public  Libraries,  Fulham,  S.W. 
R.  E.  Hardy,  Hartley  University  College,  Southampton. 
Herbert  Henderson,  Lyceum  Library,  Liverpool. 

F.  Jarratt,  Public  Library,  Huddersneld. 

J.  Wilson  Lambert,  Public  Library,  Sunderland. 
Miss  Edith  Lea,  Free  Public  Library,  Wigan. 
Ernest  S.  Martin,  Public  Library,  Twickenham. 
Maurice  H.  B.  Mash,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 
Miss  M.  Ellen  Morton,  Technical  College,  Huddersfield. 
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A.  Oakey,  Central  Library,  Peckham  Road,  Camberwell. 

William  A.  Peplow,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 

S.  E.  Searle,  Public  Libraries,  Shoreditch,  N. 

H.  H.  Smith,  Free  Public  Library,  Wigan. 

O.  W.  Stone,  Plashet  Public  Library,  East  Ham,  E. 

H.  D.  Sureties,  Branch  Library,  Shepherd's  Hill,  Homsey. 

Hubert  Godfrey  Swift,  Wallasey  Public  Libraries. 

Miss  Isabel  Taylor,  The  Library,  London  School  of  Economics. 

Charles  E.  Thomas,  Bishopsgate  Institute,  E.C. 

John  Warner,  Public  Library,  Croydon. 

George  White,  Central  Library,  Croydon. 

Reginald  G.  Williams,  Wallasey  Public  Libraries. 
On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Examiners, 

Henry  R.  Tedder,  Chairman, 
Henry  D.  Roberts,  Hon,  Secretary, 

To  the  Council  of  the  Library  AssociaHoHf 
315/  yuly,  1906. 

B.— Statistics  of  Official  Examinations. 


Number  of  Candidates  who  entered 

(a)  From  Municipal  Libraries 

(b)  From     Non-Municipal    Lib 

raries   .... 

(c)  Unattached  Students    . 
Number  of  Candidates  who  presented 

themselves  for  examination 
(a)  From  Municipal  Libraries 
(6)  From    Non-Municipal    Lib- 
raries .... 
(c)  Unattached  Students    . 
Number  of  Candidates  who  passed 
in  one  or  more  subjects 
(a)  From  Municipal  Libraries 
(6)  From     Non-Municipal    Lib 

raries    .... 

(c)  Unattached  Students    . 

Number  of  Subjects  entered  for 

(a)  By  Candidates  from  Munici 

pal  Libraries 

(b)  By    Candidates    from    Non 

Municipal  Libraries    . 

(c)  By  Unattached  Students 
Number  of  subjects  taken 

(a)  By  Candidates  from  Munici 

pal  Libraries 

(b)  By  Candidates    from    Non 

Municipal  Libraries    . 

(c)  By  Unattached  Students 
Number  of  subjects  passed  in    . 

(a)  By  Candidates  from  Munici 

pal  Libraries 

(b)  By   Candidates    from    Non- 

Municipal  Libraries    . 

(c)  By  Unattached  Students 
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II 
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1904. 


1905- 


1906. 


6   . 

14   . 
19   . 

14 
5 
6 

6 

•   «7 
42 

17 

28 

•   32 

21 

40 

59 

Number  of  Candidates  who  entered 
for 
Section  i. — Literary  History     . 
„      2. — Elements   of   Prac- 
tical    Bibliography 
„      3. — Classification  . 
„      4.— Cataloguing     . 
„       5. — Library  History  and 

Organisation  . 
„      6. — Practical      Library 
Administration 
Number  of  Candidates  who  presented 
themselves  in 

Section  i. — Literary  History     . 
„       2. — Elements    of   Prac- 
tical Bibliography 
„       3. — Classification  . 
„       4.—Cataloguinsj     . 
„       5. — Library  History  and 

Organisation 
„       6. — Practical      Library 
Administration 
Number  of  Candidates  who  passed  in 
Section  i. — Literary  History     . 
„       2. — Elements    of    Prac- 
tical Bibliography 
„      3. — Classification    . 
„      4. — Cataloguing     . 
„       5. — Library  History  and 

Organisation  . 
„       6. — Practical       Library 
Administration 

Library  Association  s  North-Western  Branch. 

Mbbtinos. — Four  General  Meetings  have  been  held  since  the  last 
report  was  presented  to  the  Library  Association,  viz,,  at  Bury,  Preston^ 
The  John  Rylands  Library,  Manchester,  and  the  Public  Library, 
Liverpool. 

Membership. — At  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Preston  in  January,  it 
was  reported  that  the  number  of  members  at  that  date  was  sixty-two, 
of  whom  fifty-five  are  members  of  the  Library  Association. 

Officers  and  Council. — The  following  were  elected  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  the  Officers  and  Council  for  the  year  : — 
President — Councillor  T.  C.  Abbott,  Manchester. 
Secretary — Mr.  Edward  Mc Knight,  Public  Library,  Chorley. 
Council— Messrs.  R.  Ashton  (Blackburn),  E.  A.  Baker,  M.A.  (Wal- 
lasey), H.  Guppy,  M.A.   (The  John   Rylands   Library,  Man- 
chester), C.   H.  Hunt  (Bootle),  James  Hutt,  M.A.  (Liverpool 
Lyceum    Library),   Alfred    Lancaster   (St.    Helens),   Charles 
Madeley  (Warrington),  B.  H.  Mullen,  M.A.  (Salford^,  Coun- 
cillor  H.  Plummer,  J. P.  (Manchester),  G.  T.  Shaw  (Liverpool 
Athenaeum),  John  Shepherd  (Birkenhead),  and  C.  W.  Sutton, 
M.A.  (Manchester). 
The  members  of  the  Branch  have  placed  on  record  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  services  rendered  to  the  Association  by  the  Past- President, 
Alderman  Southern,  J. P.,  and  the  late  Secretary,  Mr.  Madeley,  and 
resolutions  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  them  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 
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Financial  Statement,  May  to  December,  1905. 


INCOME. 

£  s,    D,  £  s.    D. 
Subscriptions      .        .  730 

Balance    from    Train 

Party,  1904     .        .  160 

Balance    from    Train 

Party,  1905     .        T  o  16    6 

Summer  School  :— 

Balance     in     hand 
from  1904    .        *  4    3 

Students'  Fees,  1905  3    5 


6i 
o 


6    8    6i 


£^S  U  o^ 


EXPENDITURE. 

£  s,    V,  £  s.    D. 
Printing  and  Stationery  3^9 

Postage      ...  3  10  10 

Expenses  on  account  of 

Train  Party,  1905    .  o  13    o 

Summer       School, 
1905:— 
Printing  .  i  17    6 

Postage  .  I     I    7i 

Railway  Expenses  099 
Prizes  .        .        .  z  19    o 

S    7  loi 

Balance   in    hand   of 

Secretary         .        .  3  18  11 
Balance   in    hand    of 
Summer  School 
Secretary         .        .108 

3  19    7 


Examined  and  found  correct. 


14/A  Februaryri^oS, 


C.  GOODYEAR. 
HARRY  TOWNEND, 


Papers  and  Communications. 

The  following  have  been  brought  before  the  Branch : — 

"The  Movement  to  Abolish  the  Rate  Limit."  Councillor  T.  C. 
Abbott. 

"  Bookbinding :  A  Suggestion."     Mr.  J.  W.  Singleton. 

"  The  Technical  Library  :  Its  Proper  Place."    Mr.  Archibald  Sparke. 

"  The  Bury  Public  Library  and  Art  Gallery."  Mr.  Harry  Town- 
end. 

"  Bury  Bibliography."     Mr.  J.  A.  Green. 

**  A  Provincial  Library  in  Japan."     Rev.  W.  F.  Madeley. 

"Some  Controversial  Points  in  Classification."  Mr.  Edward 
McKnight. 

"  Libraries  and  Public  Opinion."     Mr.  James  Hutt. 

At  the  Liverpool  Meeting  visits  were  paid  to  the  Toxteth,  Waver- 
tree,  Carnegie,  Anfield,  and  Kirkdale  Branch  Libraries,  which  were 
described  by  the  librarians  in  charge,  and  Mr.  Cowell. 

Education, 

During  the  last  twelve  months  a  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Council  considered  the  facilities  for  the  education  of  library  assist- 
ants in  the  North-Westem  district,  and  made  a  valuable  report  to  the 
Association,  which  met  with  approval.  The  report  indicates  the  lines 
on  which  it  is  desirable  the  educational  work  of  the  Branch  should 
proceed  in  the  future. 

The  1906  Summer  School  of  Librarianship  was  held  at  Liverpool 
on  13th,  14th  and  15th  June.  Sir  William  Forwood,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Liverpool  Public  Libraries  Committee,  welcomed  the  School  on  the 
opening  day.  Eighteen  students  attended,  as  in  the  previous  year. 
The  following  lectures  were  given  : — 
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''Library  Administration  and  Children*8  Libraries.''  Mr.  Peter 
Cowell. 

'*  Early  Printing,"  with  illustrations.    Mr.  E.  Gordon  Dufl^  M.A. 

''Local  Collections. **    Mr.  S.  William  May. 

"A  Practical  Lesson  in  Bookbinding."     Mr.  John  Haines. 

"  The  Planning  of  Public  Libraries.^    Mr.  G.  H.  Parry. 

Besides  the  lectures,  the  students  were  enabled  to  visit  a  linotjrpe 
works  and  the  Liverpool  Branch  Libraries.  The  Liverpool  Committee 
kindly  entertained  the  students  to  tea.  Mr.  James  Hutt  acted  as 
Secretary  to  the  School. 

Obituary, 

We  have  to  record,  with  great  regret,  the  death  of  two  members — 
Mr.  H.  W.  Kirk,  of  the  Manchester  Athenaeum,  and  Mr.  G.  Lamb 
Campbell,  J. P.,  of  the  Wigan  Library  Committee. 

Edward  McKniqht, 

Hon,  Secretary. 
Chorlby  Public  Library, 
yufy,  igo6. 

Northern  Counties  Library  Association. 

The  Council  of  the  above  Association  present  their  Sixth  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  July,  1906. 

Mbmbbrship. — Ten  new  members  have  been  enrolled,  and  eleven 
have  resigned ;  the  total  membership  is  104,  as  against  105  last  year* 

Annual  Mbetino. — The  Fifth  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Cam- 
bridge on  2i8t  August  last,  when  the  Annual  Report  and  Balance  Sheet 
were  submitted  and  approved.  The  desirability  of  holding  fewer  meet- 
ings during  each  year  was  discussed,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  ques- 
tion be  dealt  with  at  the  next  Annual  Meeting.  The  Sub-Committee 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  considering  a  scheme  for  furthering  the 
professional  training  of  library  assistants,  recommended— on  the  initia- 
tive of  the  Junior  Association — that  the  authorities  of  the  various 
Northern  Libraries  be  asked  to  pay  the  fees  of  such  members  of  their 
staffs  who  desired  to  join  the  correspondence  classes  in  connection 
with  the  Library  Association  examinations;  the  Committee  further 
suggested  that  the  N.C.L.A.  offer  prizes  to  the  most  successful  students 
sitting  for  such  examinations,  being  members  of  the  Northern  Counties 
Library  Association. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Sub-Committee  was  adopted,  and  the 
Council  are  pleased  to  report  that  mainly  as  a  result  of  this  action, 
eighteen  assistants  presented  themselves  for  examination  in  May  last. 

Quartbrly  Mbbtinos. — Meetings  have  been  held  at  Bradford, 
Carlisle  and  Harrogate,  and  a  list  of  the  papers  contributed  are  ap- 
pended. In  connection  with  the  meetings,  visits  were  paid  to  the 
following  places  of  interest : — 

At  Bradford.— The  Cartwright  Memorial  Hall. 

At  Carlisle. — The  Cathedral  and  Fratry  Library. 

At  Harrogate. — An  excursion  to  Knaresborough,  visiting  the  Castle, 
Parish  Church,  etc. 

The  various  libraries  were  also  inspected. 

Attbndakce  at  Mbbtinos. — It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  attend- 
ance at  meetings  during  the  past  year  has  been  more  satisfactory  than 
hitherto ;  the  Council  hope  that  this  will  be  maintained,  and  would  again 
impress  upon  each  member  to  make  an  effort  to  attend  at  least  one 
meeting  in  each  year. 
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Thanks  to  Local  Authorities. — Cordial  thanks  arc  tendered  to 
the  Library  Authorities  of  Bradford,  Carlisle  and  Harrogate  for  the 
interest  they  have  displayed  in  the  various  meetings,  as  also  the  hos- 
pitality extended  to  all  those  attending.  Such  encouragement  is  much 
appreciated  by  the  members. 

Resignation  op  Hon.  Treasurer. — In  December  last  the  Council 
accepted,  with  regret,  the  resignation  of  Mr.  A.  Hair  as  Hon.  Treasurer, 
and  accorded  to  him  on  behalf  of  the  Association,  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  for  the  valuable  services  rendered  during  his  two  and  half  years 
of  office.  Mr.  Jos.  Walton  (Sub- Librarian,  Newcastle-on-Tjme  Public 
Libraries)  was  elected  as  successor  to  Mr.  Hair. 

Proposed  Benevolent  Scheme  por  Members. — A  scheme  is  at 
present  under  consideration  by  which  members  of  the  Association 
might  derive  financial  or  other  benefit  when  in  ill-health. 

President-Elect. — The  Council  have  nominated  Mr.  Baker 
Hudson  (Librarian,  Free  Library,  Middlesborpugh)  as  President  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

In  conclusion,  thanks  are  accorded  to  the  Press  of  the  various 
towns  visited  for  publishing  excellent  reports  of  the  meetings. 

List  op  Papers  Read,  1905-6. 

Bradpord  Meeting,  20th  December,  1905. — "  Reader's  Aids"  (Mr. 
H.  H.  Brook,  Halifax);  "The  Public  Library  of  the  Future" 
(Mr.  T.  W.  Hand,  Leeds)  ;  "Professional  Etiquette"  (Mr.  H. 
Townend,  Bury). 

Carlisle  Meeting,  28th  March,  1906. — "The  Proposed  New  Code 
of  Cataloguing  Rules "  (Mr.  A.  Errington,  South  Shields) ; 
"The  Value  of  Annotation  in  Catalogues  and  Book  Lists*'  (Mr. 
E.  Green,  Halifax);  "Carlisle  in  Literature"  (Mr.  W.  T. 
Mclntire,  B.A.,  Carlisle). 

Harrogate  Meeting,  i8th  June,  1906. — "Some  Notes  on  the 
Planning  and  Furnishing  of  Small  Libraries"  (Mr.  G.  W. 
Byers,  Harrogate);  "The  Revision  of  Stock"  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Gibson,  Newcastle-on-Tyne) ;  "The  Public  Library  an  Indis- 
pensable Factor  in  our  Educational  System"  (Mr.  A.  Tait, 
Leeds). 

Oppicers  for  1905-6. 

President-^Ur.  Butler  Wood  ^Bradford). 

Vice-Presidents — Messrs.  Basil  Anderton,  B.A.,  Aid.  L.  H.  Armour, 
J.P.,  A.  H.  Furnish,  T.  W.  Hand,  B.  R.  Hill  and  Baker 
Hudson. 

Councillors — Messrs.  W.  J.  Arrowsmith,  E.  Bailey,  G.  W.  Byers, 
J.  A.  C.  Deas,  R.  McLeannan,  J.  W.  C.  Purves,  R.  T.  Richard- 
son  and  A.  Tait. 

Hon.  Treasurer — Mr.  Jos.  Walton  (Public  Libraries,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne). 

Hon.  Secretary — Mr.  H.  E.  Johnston  (Public  Library,  Gateshead). 


North  Midland  Library  Association. 

Annual  Meeting. — The  Sixteenth  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at 
the  University  College,  Nottingham,  on  5th  October,  1905.  There  was 
a  good  attendance.     A  report  duly  appeared  in  the  Record. 

Ordinary  Meetings  have  been  held  at  Leicester  and  Stamford. 
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Papers. — Following  is  a  list  of  papers  read  at  the  meetings : — 

1.  "  Librarians  and  their  Relation   to   Books,  Old   and  New," 

by  Mr.  Gerring,  at  the  Leicester  Meeting. 

2.  "Fanny    Burney,**  by    Mr.    F.    S.    Heme,    at   the  Leicester 

Meeting. 

3.  "  Edna  Lyall  and  her  Writings,"  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Radford,  at  the 

Leicester  Meeting. 

4.  "The  Portland  Library  in  Oregon,"  by  Mr.   Easom,  at   the 

Leicester  Meeting. 

5.  "  The  Disfiguration  of  Library  Books,"  by  Mr.  Corns,  at  the 

Leicester  Meeting. 

6.  "The  Origin   and  Development  of  Libraries,"  by  Mr.  Dent, 

at  the  Stamford  Meeting. 

7.  "The  Library   Movement   in   Stamford,"  by  Mr.  Walker,  at 

the  Stamford  Meeting. 

8.  "Children's  Reading-rooms,"  by  Mr.  Willcock,  at  the  Stam- 

ford Meeting. 

9.  "  Some  Public  Libraries  in  America,"  by  Mr.  Easom,  at  the 

Stamford  Meeting. 

In  addition,  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  parent  Library  Associa- 
tion, and  on  local  library  topics,  were  given  by  Messrs.  Crowther, 
Gerring,  Corns,  Topping  and  Radford. 

Visits. — The  members  visited  the  libraries  at  Leicester  and 
Stamford. 

Technical  Library. — This  collection  has  been  added  to  during  the 
year. 

Membership. — There  were  two  resignations  of  lady  members, 
owing  to  marriage  ;  and  no  nominations. 

Retrospect. — The  North  Midland  Library  Association  was  started 
at  Nottingham,  26th  March,  1890.  Fifty-eight  meetings  have  been 
held;  of  these  twenty-five  (including  all  Annual  Meetings)  in  Nottin^^- 
hamshire ;  and  others  in  Northants,  Staffordshire,  Lincolnshire,  Lei- 
cestershire and  Derbyshire.  The  places  were  respectively:  Notting- 
ham, Newark,  Hucknall  Torkard  and  Mansfield ;  Leicester,  Lough- 
borough ;  Derby,  Long  Eaton  and  Ilkeston ;  Lincoln,  Stamford  and 
Boston ;  Peterborough  and  Burton-on-Trent.  Visits  have  been  made 
to  Sherwood  Forest,  Charnwood  Forest,  Darley  Dale,  Sutton-in-Ashfield, 
Skegness,  Grimsby,  and  Cleethorpes,  Mablethorpe  and  Sutton-on-Sea. 
The  Annual  Meetings  are  generally  held  at  the  University  College, 
Nottingham  ;  and  occasionally  at  the  Mechanics'  Institution  and  the 
People's  Hall.  Generally  speaking,  the  papers  have  been  of  a  practical 
character,  of  special  interest  to  our  members,  or  local  in  character; 
and  well  discussed. 

J.  Potter  Briscoe, 

Hon.  Secretary. 

jfuly^  1906. 

Birmingham  and  District  Library  Association, 

Since  the  last  report  this  Association  has  held  four  meetings :  at 
Handsworth,  Aston  Manor,  Smethwick  and  Coventry.  One  feature 
of  the  visits  to  these  places  has  been  that  at  each  place  members  have 
been  afforded  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  one  of  the  characteristic 
manufactories  of  the  town.  At  the  Handsworth  meeting  a  visit  was 
paid  to  the  Glass  Works  of  Messrs.  J.  Walsh  Walsh  &  Co.;  at  Aston 
Manor  the  Electricity  Station  was  visited ;  at  Smethwick  the  famous 
works  of  Messrs.  W.  &  T.  Avery,  Limited,  were  inspected ;  while  at 
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Coventry,  after  doing  justice  to  the  archxological  attractions  of  the 
city,  a  visit  was  paid  to  the  Humber  Motor  and  Cycle  Manufactory. 

Among  the  papers  and  discussions  on  literary  and  library  subjects 
which  have  formed  the  staple  of  the  evening  meetings  have  been  the 
following : — 

"  Newspapers,"  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Burt  (Handsworth). 

"The   Progress  of  the   Smethwick   Public    Library,"   by    Mr.   G. 

Gulliman  (Smethwick). 
"Juvenile  Literature,"  by  Mr.  A.  Hancox  (Deritend,  Birmingham). 
"What  Should  Constitute  a  Small  Reference  Library,"  by  Mr.  A.  G. 

Burt 
"  The  Annual  Report ;  and  What  it  Should  Contoin,"  by  Mr.  A.  G. 

Burt. 
"The  Writings  of  John  Ruskin,"  by  Mr.  G.  Beetlestone  (Spring: 

Hill,  Birmingham). 
The  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Aston  Manor  in  October,  when 
the  Officers  and  Committee  of  the  Association  were  elected : — 
President — Mr.  Walter  Powell  (Birmingham). 
Vice-President — Councillor  H.  Guest,  J. P.  (Aston  Manor). 
Secretary — Mr.  R.  K.  Dent  (Aston  Manor). 
Treasurer — Mr.  Thos.  Duckworth  (Worcester). 
One  encouraging  feature  of  our  meetings  has  been  the  great  interest 
manifested  by  members  of  Library  Committees  in  our  discussions.     At 
every  meeting  we  have  had  members  of  Committees  and   Councils 
present  with  us,  not  unfrequently  taking  part  in  the  discussions  and 
encouraging  the  readers  of  papers  at  the  meetings. 

Robert  K.  Dent, 

Hon,  Secretary, 

Bristol  and  Western  District  Branch  of  the  Library 
Association. 

The  Annual  Council  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Guildhall,  Cambridge, 
on  Wednesday,  23rd  August,  1905.  Mr.  Councillor  T.  Sturge  Cotterell,. 
J.  P.,  of  Bath,  was  elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year.  A  resolu- 
tion, "  That  the  best  thanks  of  the  Association  be  tendered  to  Mr. 
Alderman  John  Walls  for  his  Presidency  since  1903,  and  that  he  be 
elected  a  Vice-President,"  was  carried  unanimously.  Mr.  E.  R.  Norris 
Mathews,  F.R.Hist.S.,  and  Mr.  L.  Acland  Taylor  were  re-elected 
Hon.  Treasurer  and  Hon.  Secretary  respectively.  The  Report  of  the 
Council,  with  the  Hon.  Treasurer's  Financial  Statement,  has  been 
printed  and  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Association  ;  and  a  copy  may 
be  seen  in  the  Library  Association  Record  for  June,  1906. 

Since  the  period  covered  by  the  above  Report,  meetings  have  been 
held  at  Bath  and  at  Wells,  the  proceedings  being  duly  recorded  in  the 
pages  of  the  Library  Association  Record. 

L.  AcLAND  Taylor, 

Hon,  Secretary, 

Bristol,  2ird  July^  1906. 


LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  :  PROCEEDINGS  AND 
OFFICIAL  NOTICES. 


List  of  Committees,  1906-7. 


Finance  Coiiiiittbb. 

Mr.  T.  C.  Abbott. 
„  T.  Aldred. 
„   J.  R.  Boos6. 
„    B.  Carter. 
„   W.  E.  Doubleday. 
„    H.  W.  Fincham. 
„   T.  W.  Hand. 
„    H.  V.  Hopwood. 
„    L.  Inkster. 
„    B.  Kettle. 


Education  Coiiiiittbb. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Baker. 
„  H.  Bond. 
„   J.  D.  Brown. 
„   T.  W.  Hand. 
„   J.  McKillop. 
„    E.  McKnight. 
„   W.  C.  Plant. 
„   A.  W.  Pollard. 
„   J.  H.  Quinn. 
„    H.  D.  Roberts. 
„    C.  W.  Sutton. 
„    A.  E.  Twentyman. 


Book- Production  Committee. 


Mr. 


tD.  Brown. 
.  Bond. 
C.  Davenport 
W.  E.  Doubleday. 
E.  W.  Hulme. 
John  Minto. 
W.  C.  Plant 
A.  W.  Pollard. 
W.  Powell. 
E.  A.  Savage. 


Publications  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  C.  Abbott. 

„  T.  Aldred. 

„  E.  A.  Baker. 

„  H.  Bond. 

„  J.  P.  Briscoe. 

„  B.  Carter. 

„  R.  K.  Dent 

„  H.  Guppy. 

„  E.  W.  Hulme. 

„  L.  Inkster. 

„  B.  Kettle. 

„  G.  H.  Palmer. 

„  G.  T.  Shaw. 

„  B.  Wood. 
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Legislation  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  C.  Abbott. 

„  B.  Anderton. 

„  J.  Ballinger. 

„  H.  Fovargue. 

„  E.  W.  Hulme. 

„  A.  Lancaster. 

„  J.  Y.  W.  MacAlister. 

„  C.  Madeley. 

„  E.  R.  N.  Mathews. 

„  A.  C.  Shaw. 


Local  Conferences  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  C.  Abbott. 

„  B.  Anderton. 

„  J.  Ballinger. 

„  F.  T.  Barrett. 

„  H.  Bond. 

„  J.  R.  B0086. 

„  J.  P.  Briscoe. 

„  T.W.Hand. 

„  J.  Y.  W.  MacAlister. 

Sound  Leather  Committee. 


Mr.  C.  Davenport. 
„    E.  W.  Hulme. 
Dr.  Parker. 


Net  Books  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  C.  Abbott 

„   J.  D.  Brown. 

„    F.  J.  Burgovne. 

„    W.  E.  Doubleday. 

„  E.  W.  Hulme. 

„   C.  W.  Sutton. 
The  President,  Hon.  Treasurer  and  Hon.  Secretary  are  ex^ffido 
members  of  all  the  above  Committees. 


Sir, 


London  County  Councii  Prize  List. 

Education  Offices, 

Victoria  Embankment,  W.C, 

gth  August,  1906. 


The  Committee  of  the  Council  concerned  have  under  considera- 
tion your  letter  dated  nth  June,  1906,  addressed  to  the  Councirs 
Educational  Adviser,  offering  assistance  in  connection  with  the  revision 
of  the  Council's  prize  list. 

I  am  now  directed  to  ask  yoxi  to  convey  to  the  Association  the 
thanks  of  the  Committee  for  their  offer,  which  they  have  much  pleasure 
in  accepting. 

The  Committee  have  determined  to  divide  the  prize  list  of  books 
into  two  sections,  the  first  to  contain  books  suitable  for  scholars  in 
Standards  L,  II.,  III.,  and  the  second  books  for  scholars  in  Standards 
above  III.  The  books  in  the  second  section  will  probably  form  the 
nucleus  of  a  prize  list  for  secondary  schools. 

The  Committee  will  consider  at  an  early  date  which  books  should 
be  included  in  these  two  sections  of  the  list,  and  they  would  be  glad  if 
the  Library  Association  would  be  so  good  as  to  forward,  for  the  Com- 
mittee's consideration,  the  titles  of  the  books  which  the  Association 
deem  suitable  for  inclusion  in  each  of  the  two  sections  of  the  list. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)     G.  L.  Gomme, 

Clerk  of  the  Council. 
The  Hon.  Secretary, 
Library  Association, 
Whitcomb  House. 

[The  above  letter  is  printed  at  the  direction  of  the  Council  of  the  Library 
Association.] 
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Correspondence  Claeses. 

Third  Sbribs. 

The  Education  Committee  have  arranged  for  a  third  series  of 
Correspondence  Classes  to  be  conducted  during  the  Session  1906-7. 

The  undermentioned  classes  will  be  conducted  by  those  gentlemen 
who  act  as  Lecturers  in  the  same  subjects  at  the  London  School  of 
Economics,  the  sections  being  those  of  the  Examination  Syllabus  of  the 
Library  Association. 

Section  I F.— Cataloguing.     Mr.  Quinn,  commencing  ist  December, 

1906. 
Section  V. — Library  History  and  Organisation.     Mr.  Brown,  com- 
mencing I  St  December,  1906. 
Section  VI , — Practical  Library  Administration.     Mr.  Brown,  com- 
mencing 2nd  February^  1907. 
Ten  lessons  will  be  given  in  each  subject,  and  the  classes  will  con- 
clude just  before  the  examinations  in  May,  1907. 

The  courses  will  consist  of  a  selection  ot  technical  literature  for 
reading,  questions  thereon,  and  various  exercises  on  the  principal  sub- 
jects  of  the  courses.  Each  paper  will  be  corrected  and  commented  upon 
by  the  teacher. 

The  courses  will,  as  a  rule,  be  restricted  to  students  living  outside 
the  London  County  Council  area,  but  assistants  living  within  that  area 
who  forward  a  certificate,  signed  by  their  chief,  that  they  are  unable  to- 
be  present  during  the  times  that  the  classes  are  held  at  the  London 
School  of  Economics,  may  also  be  admitted  as  students. 
The  fee  for  each  course  will  be  ids.,  payable  in  advance. 
Students  will  be  expected  to  provide  themselves  with  the  following 
text-books  in  each  subject.     It  is  also  advisable  that  the  books  of  refer- 
ence  mentioned  should  be  available. 
Sutton  I  v.,  text-books — 

Cutter  (C.  A.)  Ruks  for  a  Dictionary  Catalogue.    4th  edition,  1904* 
(U.S.  Bureau  of  Education,  Washington.)    Free  upon  applica- 
tion to  the  Bureau. 
Quinn  (J.  Henry)  Manual  of  Library  Cataloguing,    (Library  Supply 
Co.)    5s.  net. 
Reference  books — 
Linderfelt  (K.  A.)  Eclectic  Card  Catalog  Rules.     (Boston,  C.  A. 

Cutter.) 
Sections  V.  and  VL,  text-books— 
Brown  (J.  D.)  Manual  of  Library  Economy. 

Brown  (J.  D.)  Annotated  Syllabus  for  the  Systematic  Study  of  Librarian- 
shif.     (Library  Supply  Co.,  181  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.) 
Price  IS.  net. 
Reference  books — 
Roebuck  &  Thorne,  Primer  of  Library  Practice  for  Junior  Assistants^ 
Clark,  The  Care  of  Books. 
Edwards,  Memoirs  of  Libraries, 
Encyclopadia  Britannica. 

And  as  many  works  mentioned  in  the  Annotated  Syllabus  aa 
possible. 

Students  should  thoroughly  understand  that  the  gentlemen  conduct- 
ing the  Lectures  and  Correspondence  Classes  do  not  profess  to  do  all 
the  work  of  preparing  them  for  the  examinations.  Both  Lectures  and 
Classes  are  meant  to  stimulate  and  assist  those  who  are  willing  to  do 
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their  best ;  but  close  and  persevering  private  study  on  the  lines  of  the 
Syllabus  is  indispensable  to  success  at  the  examinations. 

All  communications  in  connection  with  the  Correspondence  Classes 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Library  Association 
Education  Committee,  Whitcomb  House,  Whitcomb  Street,  London, 
W.C. 

October,  1906. 


Library  of  the  Library  Association. 

Rules  for  the  use  of  the  collection  will  be  found  in  the  Record, 
July,  1906,  pp.  353,  354.  Gifts  from  the  following  members  of  the  As- 
sociation and  others  are  acknowledged  with  thanks : — 

From  Mr.  A.  Butcher  (Welling,  Kent)  :— 

The  Library^  1898-99,  10  volumes  complete  and  i  part. 
From  Mr.  J.  Y.  W.  MacAlister  (20  Hanover  Square) : — 

Centralblatt  fur  Bibliothekswesen,  10  Nos.  Library  Journal,  19  Nos. 
Bacr,  Handschriften  .  .  ,  des  MitteUUters,  etc,  Teil  i,  1905. 
Library  of  Congress,  2  vols. 

From  Mr.  G.  Preece  (Stoke- Newington) : — 

Bound  set  of  Annual  Reports  of  the  Stoke-Newington  Public  Library 
from  March,  1890- 1906,  i  vol. 

From  Mr.  B.  Kettle  (Guildhall  Library) : — 

Library  Assistant,  30  Nos.  Voynich*s  Catalogues,  13  Nos.,  and  about 
50  pieces  relating  to  Library  Administration,  Bookbinding,  etc 

From  Miss  E.  Hetherington  (Review  of  Reviews  Office): — 
Library  Assistant,  20  Nos.     Public  Libraries,  4  Nos. 

From  The  Editor  of  Public  Libraries  (Chicago),  2  Nos. 

From  Mr.  C.  C.  Madeley  (Warrington) : — 

Report  of  Committee  on  Library  Statistics^  etc.,  3  pieces. 

From  Mr.  W.  G.  Chambers  (Woolwich): — 

Library  Assistant,  17  Nos.  Library  Assistants'  Association,  4  reports. 
Library^  1  No. 

From  Mr.  A.  Denton  (Chelsea)  :— 

Library  Assistant,  12  Nos. 
From  Mr.  W.  B.  Sayers  (Croydon)  :— 

Library  Assistant,  30  Nos. 
From  Mr.  W.  B.  Thorne  (Bromley)  :— 

Library  Assistant,  5  Nos. 

From  The  Editor,  Revue  des  Bibliothlques,  etc.,  de  Belgique  (Brussels), 
I  No. 

From  Mr.  W.  H.  Baooulby  (Swindon) : — 
The  Library,  1  vol.  and  2  parts. 
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Northern  Counties  Library  Association. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  above  Association  was  held  at 
the  Mechanics'  Institute,  Bradford,  on  3rd  September  last,  under  the 
Presidency  of  Mr.  Butler  Wood.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of 
members,  which  included  Messrs.  Baker  Hudson  (President-Elect),T.  W. 
Hand,  B.  Anderton,  B.A.,  B.  R.  Hill,  G.  W.  Byers,  J.  W.  C.  Purves, 
W.  J.  Arrowsmith,  A.  Hair,  J.  M.  Dowbiggin,  J.  Daykin,  E.  Green, 

C.  W.  Gabbatt,  T.  Gray,  J.  A.  L.  Downey,  A.  H.  Furnish,  W.  Fry,  Aid. 

D.  Ward,  Aid.  J.  S.  Toothill,  E.  W.  Roberts,  R.  McLeannan,  W.  H. 
Atkinson,  R.  S.  Crossley,  M.  E.  Hartley  and  H.  E.  Johnston  (Hon. 
Secretary). 

After  the  minutes  of  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  signed, 
the  Hon.  Secretary  announced  that  the  Council  at  their  meeting  held 
that  afternoon  had  decided  to  recommend  the  awarding  of  book  prizes 
to  the  value  of  two  guineas  among  those  assistants  connected  with 
the  N.C.L.A.  who  had  passed  with  honours  and  with  merit  in  the 
recent  L.A.  Examination,  the  same  to  be  apportioned  as  follows : 
T.  Coulson  (Sunderland),  Honours  in  Practical  Library  Administration, 
one  guinea;  J.  B.  Ellison  (Leeds  Institute),  Merit  in  Cataloguing, 
half-guinea ;  and  W.  Graham  (Gateshead^,  Merit  in  Practical  Library 
Administration,  half-guinea.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Daykin,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Purves,  the  recommendation  of  the  Council  was  approved. 
The  retiring  President  then  introduced  to  the  meeting  Mr.  Baker 
Hudson  (Middlesborough)  as  the  newly  elected  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  spoke  of  him  as  a  hard  worker,  and  one  who  would  uphold 
the  dignity  of  the  office.  Mr.  Baker  Hudson  then  assumed  the  chair, 
and  briefly  thanked  the  members  for  the  honour  done  him. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Butler  Wood  for  his 
eminent  services  as  President  for  the  past  two  years. 

The  scrutineers*  certificate  as  to  result  of  ballot  for  election  of 
Council  and  Officers  showed  that  all  the  existing  members  had  been 
re-elected  for  the  ensuing  year.  Mr.  Byers  moved  and  Mr.  Butler 
Wood  seconded  the  re-election  of  Mr.  A.  Errington  as  Auditor. 

The  Annual  Report  stated  that  the  membership  was  104  as  against 
105  in  the  previous  year.  Meetings  had  been  held  at  Bradford, 
Carlisle  and  Harrogate,  at  which  various  papers  on  library  topics  had 
been  read  and  discussed.  The  Balance  Sheet  showed  that  the  income 
had  been  ;f  13  i8s.  8d.  and  the  expenditure  ;f  13  15s.  2d.  The  Report 
and  Balance  Sheet  were  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fry,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Anderton. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  it  was  decided  that  in  future  two 
ordinary  meetings  should  be  held  in  each  year  instead  of  three,  the 
December  Meeting  being  discontinued. 

It  was  announced  that  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association  would 
be  held  at  Sunderland  in  March,  and  members  were  urged  to  use  every 
effort  to  be  present. 

After  a  vote  of  thanks  being  accorded  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  for 
his  services  during  the  past  year,  the  meeting  terminated. 

North  Midland  Library  Association. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Mechanics'  In- 
stitute on  Thursday  afternoon  and  evening,  4th  October.  This  was 
well  attended,  more  than  thirty  members  being  present. 

Mr.  C.  Gerring  presided  over  the  earlier  and  the  new  President 
over  the  concluding  portion  of  the  proceedings. 
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Mr.  B.  Hitchen,  Mechanics'  Institution,  Nottingham,  was  elected 
to  membership,  making  a  total  number  of  members  of  siz^-four — fifty- 
three  males  and  eleven  females. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  presented  his  Annual  Report,  which  is  sub- 
stantially that  given  at  the  Bradford  Meeting  of  the  Library  Associa- 
tion. The  Treasurer's  Report  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  four  guineas 
and  some  outstanding  subscriptions. 

The  retiring  officers  were  heartily  thanked  for  their  services. 

The  election  of  Officers  was  proceeded  with,  the  following  being 
unanimously  elected:  Presidcnt^Mr.  J.  T.  Radford;  Vice-President — 
Mr.  W.  Crowther;  Hon,  Treasurer— -Mr.  A.  Lineker;  Hon.  Secretary 
(for  the  thirteenth  consecutive  year) — Mr.  J.  Potter  Briscoe  ;  Auditor — 
Mr.  T.  Dent ;  Representative  to  the  Library  Association — Mr.  F.  S.  Heme. 

Mr.  Radford,  the  in-coming  President,  read  a  practical  paper  on 
^*  Some  Modern  Methods  in  Subscription  and  Public  Library  Work  ".  A 
discussion  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Heme,  Lineker,  Briscoe  and 
Topping  took  part. 

An  admirable  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Bradford  Meeting  of 
the  L.A.  was  presented  by  Mr.  W.  Crowther,  and  supplemented  by 
Messrs.  Lineker  and  Radford. 

An  outline  histor}^  of  **  The  Nottingham  Subscription  Library,'*  at 
Bromley  House,  Nottingham,  was  contributed  by  the  Librarian,  Mr.  A. 
Lineker. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  outlined  a  paper  by  Mr.  Robert  K.  Dent  on 
the  Annotation  of  Catalogues,  Class   Lists  and  Library  Bulletins. 

The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  accorded  the  Committee  of  the 
Mechanics'  Institution  for  the  use  of  a  place  of  meeting,  and  to  the 
City  Librarian  and  Mrs.  Briscoe  for  their  hospitality  in  providing  tea. 

The  arrangements  for  the  holding  of  the  next  meeting  were  made, 
which  meeting  will  probably  be  on  Thursday,  13th  December. 


LIBRARY  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
Twelfth  Session,  1906-7. 

Prooraiimb  op  Monthly  Mbbtinos. 

The  Committee  welcomes  unreservedly  all  members,  assistants, 
and  others  interested,  to  these  meetings.  This  programme  is  as  full 
and  as  varied  as  any  previous  one,  and  it  is  hoped  that  full  advantage 
will  be  taken  of  it     Every  paper  will  be  discussed. 

1906. 
October   loth.    8  p.m.      Inaugural.     London   School   of  Economics, 
Kingsway,  W.C.     E.  Wyndham  Hulme,  Esq.,  Librarian  of  the 
Patent  Office  Library,  in  the  chair. 

Inaugural  address  by  Edmund  Gosse,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  Librarian  of 
the  House  of  Lords. 
November   14th.       7.30  p.m.       Bromley    Library,    Brunswick   Road, 
Poplar,  E. 

7.30.  Junior  paper:  Henry  A.  Twort,  Croydon  Central  Lending 
Library.     "Collections  of  Illustrations  in  Public  Libraries.*' 

8.15  p.m.  Senior  papers:  (i)  W.  Benson  Thorne,  District  Libra- 
rian, Bromley,  E.  *'Aids  to  Readers:  Printed  and  Mechanical.'' 
(2)  W.  R.  B.  Prideaux,  B.A.,  The  Library,  Royal  College  of 
Physicians.  "  Personal  Relations  Between  Staff  and  Readers.'' 
December  5th.  North  Library,  Islington,  Manor  Gardens,  Holloway 
Road. 

7.30  P.M.  Junior  paper:  Harry  Fostall,  Bromley  Library,  Kent. 
**  The  Junior  Work  of  Annotation." 

8.15  P.M.  Senior  papers:  (i)  James  D.  Stewart,  Chief  Assistant, 
Islington  Public  Libraries.  "Descriptive  Annotation."  (2) 
William  A.  Peplow,  Librarian-in-Charge,  Central  Lending 
Library,  Croydon.     "  Evaluative  Annotation." 

1907. 
January  9th.     7.30  p.m.     Fulham  Public  Library. 

7.30  p.m.  Junior  paper:  George  E.  Denne,  Richmond  Public 
Library.     "  Donations." 

8.15  P.M.  Senior  papers:  (i)  James  D.  Young,  Sub- Librarian, 
Greenwich.  "  The  Present  Condition  of  Library  Legislation : 
Its  Advantages,  Drawbacks  and  Probable  Future."  (2)  A.  H. 
Yates,  Senior  Assistant,  Hornsey  Public  Libraries.  "The 
Need  of  a  Connection  between  the  Public  Library  and  the 
Theatre." 
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1907. 
February  13th.    7.30  p.m.     Shoreditch  Public  Library. 

7.30  P.M.  Junior  paper :  H.  C.  Sawtell,  Wimbledon  Public  Library, 
"  Blacking  out  of  Betting  News." 

8.15  P.M.  Senior  papers :  (i)  R.  F.  Bullen,  District  Librarian,  Bow 
Library,  Poplar.  "  Library  Catalogues ;  Their  Effects  and  De- 
fects." (2)  Horace  Barlow,  The  London  Library.  "  The  Future 
of  the  Catalogue.** 
March  13th.  8.30  p.m.  St  George's  Public  Library,  Cable  Street, 
Stepney.  (This  meeting  is  open  to  persons  engaged  in  library 
practice  only,  on  account  of  the  subject-matter  of  Mr.  Roebuck's 
paper.) 

8.30  p.m.  Junior  paper:  G.  F.  Vale,  St.  Georges  Public  Library, 
Stepney.     "  On  the  Track  of  the  Defaulter." 

Senior  paper :  Geo.  E.  Roebuck,  District  Librarian,  St.  George's 
Public  Library,  Stepney.     "  Professional  Etiquette." 
April  loth.     7.30  P.M.     Heme  Hill  Public  Library,  Lambeth. 

7.30  P.M.  Junior  paper:  Sidney  Kirby,  Stroud  Green  Library, 
Hornsey,  N.     "  Co-operation :  A  Suggestion." 

8.15     P.M.      Senior    paper:     Henry    Vaux    Hopwood,    Assistant 
Librarian,  Patent  Office  Library.     "Technical  Libraries." 
May  8th.    7.30  p.m.     Bromley  (Kent)  Public  Library. 

7.30  p.m.  Junior  Paper:  S.  J.  Redgrave,  Croydon  Central 
Reference  Library.    "  A  Public  Library  Book-Extension  Service." 

8.15  P.M.  Senior  papers:  Branch  Libraries  versus  Delivery  Sta- 
tions, (i)  H.  G.  Sureties,  District  Librarian,  Shepherd's  Hill, 
Hornsey.  "  Branch  Libraries."  (2)  W.  C.  Berwick  Sayers, 
Sub-Librarian,  Croydon  Public  Libraries.     "  Delivery  Stations." 


Annual  Meeting,  June  19th. 

Woolwich  Public  Libraries. 

During  the  afternoon  opportunity  will  be  given  to  the  members 
to  examine  the  Eltham  Branch. 

5.30  P.M.     Counting  Ballot  for  Committee. 

6.30  P.M.     Ernest  A.  Baker,  Esq.,  M.A.     "The  Literary  Training 
of  the  Public  Librarian." 

7.30  P.M.     Philip  C.  Bursill,  Assistant  Librarian,  Woolwich  Public 
Libraries.     "  Staff  Time  Sheets  and  Routine  Books." 

8.30  P.M.     Annual  Business  Meeting,  Chairman's  Address.     "  Pro- 
gress of  Librarianship  during  the  Year."     Election  of  Officers 
and  Committee.     Presentation  of  Annual  Report. 
July  4th.     Afternoon  Excursion  to  Brighton. 

A  copy  of  the  foregoing  Programme  of  Monthly  Meetings,  with 
synopses  of  papers,  etc.,  added,  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  W.  C. 
Berwick  Sayers,  Central  Library,  Croydon. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Library  Association  Rbcord. 

Halfpenny  Papers. 

Dear  Sirs, 

Although  your  correspondent  "  Ignoramus  "  is  correct  as  to  the 
date  of  the  first  appearance  of  the  Morning  Leader^  which  preceded  the 
Daily  Mail  (first  number  4th  May,  1896)  by  nearly  four  years,  the 
Morning  was  the  first — very  first — English  halfpenny  mommg  paper  . 
It  was  first  published  on  the  21st  May,  1892,  two  days  prior  to  the 
Leader. 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  W.  T.  Lange. 
Bride  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.G., 
215/  September^  1906. 

To  the  Editors  of  The  Library  Association  Record. 

First  Halfpenny  Morning  Paper, 

Gentlemen, 

In  your  July  issue  you  publish  a  copy  of  a  paper  read  by  Mr. 
A.  G.  Burt  before  the  Birmingham  and  District  Library  Association 
on  the  27th  of  September,  1905,  on  "  Newspapers,"  in  which  he  states 
that  "  the  first  halfpenny  morning  paper,  the  Daily  Mail^  was  founded 
in  1896"  (p.  300).  This  was  commented  upon  in  your  September  issue 
by  "Ignoramus,"  who  called  attention  to  the  Morning  Leader,  first 
published  on  the  23rd  of  May,  1892.  It  might  interest  your  readers 
to  know  that  the  first  halfpenny  morning  paper  published  in  the 
United  Kingdom  was  the  Northern  Echo,  founded  in  1869,  and  first 
published  on  ist  January,  1870,  at  Darlington,  where  it  is  still  pub- 
lished. The  North  Star,  another  halfpenny  morning  paper  published 
in  Darlington,  was  established  in  188 1.    A  complete  nle  of  the  Northern 
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Echo  from  the  commencetnent  in  1870  ta  date  may  be  consulted  ia  the 
Reference  Department  of  the  Public  Library  at  Darlingtoa 
I  am^  yours  faithfully, 
Thomas  Ww.  HucKf 

'  Assulanl  Librarian^  Darlington^ 
CiowN  Street,  Darlinotok, 
382 A  SepUmber,  1906, 


All  Communkations  relating  to  The  Library  Association 
Record  should  be  addressed  to  The  Editor^  Whikomb  Hom€, 
Whitcomb  Street,  Pall  Mall  East,  London,  S.W. 


\ 
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ELLIOT  STOCK'S  PUBLICATIONS. 

Published  in  4  vols.,  large  8vo  si/e,  printed  in  double  columns,  and  bound  in  strong  buckram. 

Price  Eight  Guineas. 

Auction  Prices  of  Books. 

A  Representative  Record  arranged  in  Alphabetical  Order.  From  the  commencement  of  the 
English  Book- Prices  current  in  1886,  and  the  American  Book- Prices  Current  in  1894  to 
1904,  and  including  some  thousands  of  important  Auction  Quotations  of  Earlier  Date. 
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triplicate,  with  three  copies  of  a  typed  statement  by  the  firm  as  to  &t  description  of  the 
leather,  the  nature  of  the  tannage,  and  wholesale  price  of  each  saniple.  Ko  saaqile  will 
be  received  unless  guaranteed  to  be  free  from  mineral  acid  and  hand  grained  or  left  in 
its  natural  state.  The  manufacturer  must  remit  a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of 
mounting  two  sets  of  the  samples  and  statement  on  linen,  for  binding  in  swatch-book 
form,  uniform  with  the  above.  All  correspondence  to  be  addressed  to  Mrs.  REILLY, 
Whitcomb  House,  Whitcomb  Street,  Pall  Mall  East,  S.W. 

A  flew  copies  of  •'LEATHER  I^OR  LIBRARfES**  nwy  stW  bt  had  from  The 
Library  Suppiv  Co.,  Bridge  House,  181  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.  Price 
t/e  net,  by  post  2/9. 
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THE  BRADFORD  LIBRARY  AND  LITERARY 
SOCIETY. 

By  William  Scruton. 

THE  institution  which  now  bears  the  name  of  ^*  The 
Bradford  Library  and  Literary  Society,"  a  brief  historic 
sketch  of  which  I  have  now,  to  put  before  you,  may  justly 
claim,  in  point  of  age,  to  be  the  parent  of  all  other  Bradford 
libraries,  for  it  can  boast  an  unbroken  existence  of  not  less 
than  130  years. 

The  year  of  its  birth  (1774)  was  a  memorable  one  in  the 
history  of  this  city.  After  a  stupor  of  more  than  a  century, 
Bradford  was  bestirring  itself,  and  with  its  newly  acquired 
industry,  the  manufacture  of  worsted  goods,  was  beginning 
to  give  itself  the  airs  of  a  commercial  centre  of  some  conse- 
quence. Already  it  had  got  its  Piece  Hall  to  which  merchants 
from  other  towns  were  beginning  to  flock  in  order  to  purchase 
the  **  stuff  goods  "  for  the  making  of  which  the  town  was 
becoming  famous.     Then  came  the  opening  of  the  canal 
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which  at  once  put  Bradford  into  easy  communication  with 
other  industrial  districts. 

This  again  was  followed  by  the  formation  of  The  Bradford 
Library,  an  event  which  would  probably  be  regarded  at  that 
time  as  of  but  small  importance,  as  it  crept  into  existence  in 
a  very  modest  and  unassuming  way ;  but  it  was  nevertheless 
a  significant  and  healthy  sign  of  the  times.  The  inhabitants 
of  Bradford  then  numbered  some  4,000  odd,  and  as  400  of 
their  houses  paid  the  window  tax,  it  was  pretty  evident  that 
at  least  half  of  the  population  were  above  the  condition  of 
cottagers.  Besides  the  tradespeople,  of  which  the  town  was 
mainly  composed,  there  was  a  fair  sprinkling  of  landed 
gentry,  whose  sons  would  doubtless  receive  their  education 
at  the  Grammar  School,  an  institution  which  even  then  had 
become  famous  for  the  number  of  its  distinguished  pupils. 

The  professions  were  well  represented  by  men  of  learning 
and  culture,  and,  although  there  was  but  one  church  (the 
Parish  Church),  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  religiously  inclined 
were  by  no  means  neglected  by  the  pastors  of  the  few  Dis- 
senting Chapels  that  existed  in  the  town. 

Viewed  from  its  literary  aspect,  however,  Bradford  does 
not  appear  to  have  borne  a  very  favourable  comparison  with 
neighbouring  towns  at  this  far-off  period.     The  date  of  its 
first  printed  book  was,  I  believe,  1782.      Previous  to  this, 
nearly  all  the  printing  for  this  town  was  done  in  Leeds. 
York  printed  its  first  book  in  1509 ;  Leeds  in  1710 ;   Halifax, 
1760 ;  Pontefract,  1777  ;  Sheffield,  1780 ;  Huddersiield,  1786 ; 
Bamsley,  1809  >  and  Otley,  1813.     It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
in  the  county  of  broad  acres,  Bradford  was  far  from  being 
the  earliest  in  the  field.     It  could  not,  of  course,  be  expected 
to  compete  with  York  or  Leeds,  but  considering  its  popula- 
tion it  should  not  have  been  behind  such  towns  as  Doncaster, 
Wakefield  and  Halifax. 

The  Rev.  John  Dean,  pastor  of  the  English  Presbyterian 
Chapel,  whose  reputation  has  come  down  to  us  as  a  man  of 
considerable  literary  attainments,  was  one  of  the  principal 
instruments  in  founding  the  Bradford  Library ;  and  it  was 
surely  a  good  omen  for  the  future  of  Bradford  that  at  this 
starting-point  of  its  commercial  prosperity,  it  not  only  pes- 
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-sessed  so  worthy  a  gentleman,  but  that  there  were  others  of 
influence,  and  of  kindred  tastes,  who  were  willing  to  lend 
their  countenance  to,  and  pay  a  guinea  a  year  for  the  foun- 
dation and  maintenance  of  a  library.  It  was  but  a  small 
l)eginning,  to  be  sure,  but  it  led  to  great  and  important 
results. 

The  first  balance-sheets  present  a  striking  contrast  to 
those  of  to-day,  and  in  the  early  years  of  the  library's  history 
subscriptions  had  a  tendency  to  diminish  rather  than  to  in- 
*crease.  But  it  held  bravely  on  its  way,  and  after  its  initial 
struggles  were  past,  the  development  of  this  most  useful 
institution  was  about  as  remarkable  as  that  of  the  town 
itself. 

Mr.  Dean  not  only  interested  himself  in  founding  the 
Bradford  Library,  but  acted  for  several  years  as  its  treasurer. 

This,  however,  was  an  office  of  no  great  responsibility,  as 
there  were  only  about  seventy  subscribers,  who  paid  each  an 
entrance  fee  of  a  guinea  and  an  annual  subscription  of  five 
shillings.  The  first  disbursements  that  the  treasurer  was 
called  upon  to  make  are  worth  quoting : — 

£    s.    d. 

I775'  To  John  Aked  for  a  bookcase  and  desk       .         .         .     3  13     i 

„  „  Mr.  Priestley  for  books 7  i6    3 

„  „  Mr.  Priestley  for  more  books         .        .        .        .     3  12    o 

„  „  Dr.  Wright  for  books 140 

„  „  Mr.  Thomas  Wood  for  books,  etc.         .        .        .     o  10    o 

„  „   Mr.  John  Smith  for  a  book 030 

„  „  Mr.  Dean  for  books        .         .         .         .         .         .076 

„  „  M:.  J.  Bowling,  printer,  for  work  done.        .         .126 

„  „  The  Librarian  for  sundries o  19    8i 

„  „  Mr.  Smith,  bookseller,  for  books,   binding,  com- 
mission, carriage  and  stationery     .        ,        .  34    i     o}^ 

The  Mr.  Priestley  named  above  resided  at  Stott  Hill  House, 
and  was  a  prominent  townsman.  For  upwards  of  fifty  years 
he  was  the  chief  business  man  of  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool 
Canal  Company. 

John  Smith  above  named  was  a  Bradford  bookseller,  and 
one  of  the  first  members  of  the  small  Congregational  Church 
that  met  for  Divine  worship  in  the  malt  chamber  of  the  old 
irewery,  prior  to  the  erection  of  the  first  chapel  in  Horton 
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Lane.  His  shop  was  in  Westgate,  and  in  the  account  books 
of  the  Bradford  Library  his  name  often  occurs  in  connection 
with  books  and  magazines  supplied  by  him.  The  business 
was  afterwards  carried  on  by  John  and  Charles  Stanfield,  and 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Henry  Gaskarth.  Bradford  could 
not  as  yet  boast  a  printer  of  its  own,  and  so  the  printing  of 
catalogues,  etc.,  for  the  library  was  done  at  Leeds,  by  the 
well-known  typographer,  James  Bowling. 

The  first  librarian  was  John  Whitaker,  who  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  office  for  the  remuneration  of  £5  per  annum,, 
a  sum  which  in  a  few  years  was  advanced  to  £8. 

The  treasurer's  accounts  were  audited  for  the  first  time 
in  1776  and  showed  : — 

£  s.    d. 

Receipts 24  14  11 

Payments 31     2     oi 

leaving  a  balance  due  to  treasurer  of  £6  7s.  i^d. 

The  titles  of  the  first  batch  of  books  purchased  for  the 
library,  with  their  prices,  will  now  be  read  with  interest : — 

£  s.  d. 
Blackstone's  Commentaries  (4  vols.)  .  .  .  .  i  10  o 
Humt*s  History  of  England  (fi  vols.)  ,        .         .         .250 

Pope's  Shakespeare  (16  vols.) 140 

Sterne's  W^or/rs  (complete,  4  vols.)  .  .  .  .  o  15  o 
Priestley's  Examination  of  Dr.  Rcid  .  .  .  .040 
Boccaria  on  Crimes  and  Punishments  .         .        .        .060 

Gregory's  Comparative  View 026 

Dodsleys  Poems  (6  vols.) o  15     o 

Boswell's  Corsica 020 

Robertson's  History  of  Scotland  (2  vols.)  .  .  .090 
HoolCs  Ronuin  History  {6  vols.)  .  .  .  .  i  10  o 
Swift's  Works  (17  vols.) 220 

Whenever  the  funds  permitted,  fresh  additions  of  books 
were  made. 

The  entries  of  some  of  these  in  the  treasurer's  books  are 
sometimes  oddly  mixed  with  other  items,  thus : — 

£  s.    d. 

To  Cicero  on  Old  Age  (calf) 050 

„  The  Hermit  of  Warkworth 026 

„  Fire  and  Candles 070 

„  Three  Weeks  after  Marriage         .         .         .         .05a 
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£   8.    d. 
To  An  Ounce  of  Wafers 001} 

„  The  Silent  Woman 046 

n  30  Quills  and  a  Pencil 003 

„  Coals  and  Candles  at  four  Committees         .        .040 

The  titles  of  some  of  the  books  purchased  at  this  far-off 
period  are  quaint  and  curious,  and  such  as  one  never  hears 
of  nowadays.     Here  are  some  of  them  : — 

Alexander's  History  of  Women, 

A  Treatise  on  Chimneys. 

Memoirs  of  the  Year  2500. 

Choleric  Men. 

Sermons  to  Young  Women, 

Men  of  Feeling. 

Rivals  and  Runaways, 

Love  and  Madness, 

Triumphs  of  Temper, 

The  Capricious  Lady. 

The  Mysterious  Husband. 

Strictures  on  Female  Education. 

On  Hard  Drinking. 

Essays  by  a  Gentleman  who  has  left  his  Lodgings. 

Says  I  to  Myself. 

Confessions  of  an  Old  Bachelor. 

Confessions  of  an  Old  Maid. 

The  Adventures  of  Sir  Frizzle  Pumpkin. 

Recollections  of  an  Old  Gentleman  who  had  had  Six  Wives, 

and  others  with  titles  quite  as  eccentric  and  out  of  the  com- 
mon. When  books  like  these  were  read,  it  is  safe  to  assume 
that  the  era  of  novel  reading  had  not  yet  dawned. 

These,  however,  were  the  exception  as  is  plainly  evident 
from  an  inspection  of  the  minutes  in  which  are  recorded  all 
the  books  which  the  Committee  at  each  meeting  decided  to 
purchase.  After  the  building  in  Darley  Street  had  been 
secured  and  suitable  accommodation  provided,  the  library 
rapidly  increased  both  in  the  quantity  and  the  quality  of 
its  books. 

The  first  mention  of  any  printing  being  done  in  Bradford 
for  the  library  occurs  in  1781.  The  printer  was  John 
Nicholson,  and  his  office  was  in  Kirkgate.  This  was  doubt- 
less the  first  printing  office  in  Bradford.  John  Nicholson 
had  two  sons,  Samuel  and  George,  the  former  of  whom  had 
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a  shop  in  Market  Street.  George  was  a  remarkable  man^ 
and  lived  to  be  the  means  of  bringing  about  a  great  revolu- 
tion in  printing  and  publishing  matters.  He  removed  to 
Manchester,  and  afterwards  to  Ludlow,  in  Shropshire. 

He  established  himself  at  the  beautiful  hamlet  of  PoughilU 
near  that  town,  where  he  continued  for  some  years  to  publish 
books  which  were  remarkable  for  their  good  taste  and  good 
printing,  and  which  had  a  large  circulation.  He  was  his 
own  compiler  and  editor,  as  well  as  his  own  traveller,  his 
journeys  being  almost  always  on  foot. 

While  the  Nicholsons  were  stationed  in  Bradford  they 
appear  to  have  done  most  of  the  printing  and  other  work 
for  the  library,  and  after  the  year  1781  the  name  of  James 
Bowling,  of  Leeds,  no  longer  appears  on  the  books.  In 
January,  1791,  the  following  items  occur: — 

£     ».  d. 

Paid  John  Nicholson  for  books 31     3     o^ 

„    George  Nicholson  for  printing  catalogues      .        .         .       a  17     o 
„     Samuel  Nicholson  for  binding 070 

On  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Mercer  as  librarian  in  1814, 
and  the  removal  of  the  library  from  her  house  at  the  bottom 
of  Church  Bank  to  Chapel  Court,  Kirkgate,  John  Nicholson 
was  appointed  librarian  at  a  salary  of  ^20  a  year.  In  1820 
Miss  Mary  Nicholson  (probably  his  daughter)  succeeded  to 
the  same  post  at  the  same  salary. 

The  Nicholsons  were  related  to  John  Nicholson,  the 
"Airedale  Poet,"  and  printed  his  earlier  poems.  On  one 
occasion  their  stock-in-trade  was  under  distraint  for  debt, 
and  was  being  knocked  down  by  the  auctioneer's  hammer ; 
but  as  the  poet  was  entitled  to  a  half-share  in  the  sale  of 
his  poems,  he  objected  to  the  disposal  of  the  books  in  this 
summary  fashion.  He  forbade  the  sale,  and  when  the 
auctioneer  ignored  his  right  to  interfere,  the  stalwart  minstrel 
laid  hands  upon  him,  dragged  him  down  from  his  perch,  and 
left  him  sprawling  in  the  street.  How  matters  were  finally 
adjusted  I  have  never  been  able  to  learn. 

Although  the  Nicholson  family,  as  booksellers,  printers 
and  bookbinders,  came  in  for  a  large  share  of  the  library's 
patronage,  the  other  tradespeople  of  Bradford  were  by  na 


The  Bradford  Library  and  Literary  Society.  551 

means  overlookecL  The  names  of  John  Smith,  John  Stan- 
field,  Richard  Sedgwick  (printers),  and  Thomas  Inkersley 
(bookseller  and  printer)  frequently  appear  among  those  to 
whom  substantial  payments  were  made  for  business  done. 
On  nth  April,  1836,  it  was  resolved  to  purchase  books  for 
the  library  from  Messrs.  W.  &  H.  Byles,  whose  shop  was 
then  located  in  Chapel  Court,  Kirkgate. 

Incidental  items  occur  in  the  cash  and  minute  books  that 
read  strangely  now,  but  which  go  to  show  that  the  economic 
and  other  interests  of  the  library  were  jealously  guarded  by 
those  who  were  responsible  for  its  management. 

Here  are  a  few  taken  at  random : — 

£  8.  d. 
1777,  February — To  Mary  Wood  for  attending  the  library 

till  a  new  librarian  be  appointed 050 

1779,  April — To  expenses  of  removing  the   books  to   Mrs. 
Bradford's  (librarian  from  1777  to  1793)    .        .        .        .010 

1780,  April — To  Thomas  Lowden  for  enlarging  bookcase       .014 

1781,  January — To  John  Driver  for  painting  old  bookcase  .030 
1814,  6^^   August — Paid  for  ale  for  joiners'   and   painters' 

drinkings o  19    o 

1814,  22nd  August — Paid  John  Aked,  joiner,  for  fitting  up 

shelves,  tables,  etc.,  in  library  room  .  .  .  .  17  3  o 
1814 — Paid    Philosophical    Society  for  a   large  table,   etc., 

covered  with  cloth 880 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  resolutions  recorded  in  the 
Committee's  minute  books  : — 

1827,  April— It  is  ordered  that  the  treasurer  be  requested  to  voite 
to  all  parties  who  have  had  Butler's  History  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Church,  requesting  them  to  give  such  information  as  be 
in  their  power  to  discover  the  parties  who  have  broken  the  rule 
of  the  library  by  writing  remarks  in  the  margin  of  this  work. 

1832,  October — Resolved  that  notice  be  sent  to  each  subscriber  that 
in  consequence  of  an  advancement  having  been  made  in  the 
librarian's  salary,  no  douceur  or  Christmas-box  will  be  allowed 
under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  ticket  on  the  part  of  the  sub- 
scriber, and  loss  of  place  on  behalf  of  librarian. 

1834,  5th  November — That  Mr.  Tolson  be  requested  to  return  the 
Committee's  thanks  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Record  Office 
for  their  handsome  present  of  fifty-two  volumes  (folio),  being 
copies  of  the  Records  of  the  Kingdom. 

1844,  March — Miss  Croft  having  faithfully  and  efficiently  discharged 
the  duties  of  librarian  for  fifteen  years :  Resolved  that  a  sub- 
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scription  be  entered  into  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  her  with 
a  watch,  and  that  no  subscriber  be  expected  to  pay  less  than 
a  shilling  or  more  than  five  shillings. 

1847,  January — That  Mr.  Edward  Hailstone  be  thanked  for  his 
valuable  services  in  arranging  the  new  catalogue. 

1855,  gth  May — Resolved  that  the  thanks  of  this  Committee  be  ten- 
dered to  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Ryland  (Unitarian  minister),  for  his 
kind  present  of  a  copy  of  the  Parliamentary  Debates  on  the 
Dissenters'  Chapel  Bill. 

When  it  was  discovered  that  the  room  in  Chapel  Court 
was  too  small  and  inconvenient  for  the  library,  the  Committee 
became  ambitious,  and  decided  that  an  arrangement  should 
be  made  with  the  Committee  of  the  **  Publick  Rooms  "  in 
Kirkgate,  and  that  they  should  venture  to  pay  as  much  as 
jf20  a  year  in  rent.  The  removal  to  this  place — the  old 
Exchange,  bottom  of  Piccadilly — was  accordingly  made,  and 
there  the  library  remained  until  1854,  when  the  premises  of 
the  Bradford  Dispensary,  in  Darley  Street,  were  bought,  part 
of  which  was  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  library,  while 
other  portions  were  let  off  at  good  rentals  for  shops,  etc. 

In  order  to  effect  this  purchase  the  property  had  to  be 
heavily  mortgaged,  but  by  careful  management  the  indebted- 
ness was  gradually  wiped  off,  and  the  last  incumbrances  were 
paid  off  in  1898.  The  shareholders  thus  became  proprietors 
of  real  estate  of  such  value  that  the  rents  all  but  covered  the 
cost  of  the  maintenance  of  the  library,  leaving  the  bulk  of 
the  subscriptions  to  be  devoted  to  the  acquisition  of  reading 
matter.  Since  the  year  1898,  however,  enlarged  accommoda- 
tion had  become  so  urgent  that  it  was  found  necessary  to 
add  another  storey  to  the  building,  and  this  was  done  a  few 
years  ago,  but  at  the  cost  of  incurring  a  fresh  mortgage  upon 
the  property.  This  incumbrance  (;f  1,000)  would  by  this 
time  have  been  considerably  reduced  but  for  the  fact  that 
one  of  the  shops  of  the  library  was  for  a  time  without  a 
tenant.  It  is,  however,  again  occupied,  and  if  no  other 
obstacle  comes  in  the  way  meanwhile,  the  Committee  are 
hopeful  that  ere  long  the  present  mortgage  will  be  either 
wiped  off  or  greatly  reduced. 

As  already  stated  the  building  in  Darley  Street  was 
formerly  the  Bradford  Dispensary,  and  was  erected  for  that 
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purpose  in  the  year  1827  at  a  cost  of  £3,500.  It  was  then 
regarded  as  one  of  the  finest  buildings  in  the  town,  for  it  was 
not  closed  in,  as  now,  by  other  structures  that  overshadow  it. 
Moreover,  its  surroundings  were  pleasanter,  for  Darley  Street 
was  then  a  quiet  thoroughfare  with  an  abundance  of  trees  to 
shade  and  adorn  it,  and  orchards  and  green  fields  in  close 
proximity. 

Previous  to  the  erection  of  the  building  as  a  Dispensary, 
another  structure  had  for  many  years  occupied  its  site 
which  must  have  been  of  considerable  interest  to  Bradford 
people  of  that  period,  as,  for  a  time  it  was  used  as  a  theatre, 
and  then  as  a  meeting-room  for  the  people  known  as  South- 
cottarians — followers  of  that  strange  woman,  Joanna  South- 
cott 

Now  there  was  then  dwelling  in  Bradford  a  poet  or 
rhymester,  named  John  Rushton — a  worthy  and  highly 
respectable  citizen  all  the  same — who  had  so  great  a  dislike 
for  the  disciples  of  Joanna  that  he  devoted  all  the  powers  of 
his  muse  to  the  one  purpose  of  turning  them  into  ridicule. 
Many  were  the  verses  and  abundant  the  leaflets  that  were 
circulated  broadcast  in  which  he  foretold  disaster  to  the 
Southcottarian  cause. 

In  one  of  his  inspirations  he  alludes  to  the  place  of  meet- 
ing in  Darley  Street  in  this  sort : — 

Have  you  been  to  the  theatre  at  Darley  Street  top, 
Which  wise  men  all  pass  by,  where  fools  love  to  stop ; 
Where  zealots  hold  forth,  and  make  whimsical  speeches 
About  some  old  woman  that  makes  up  old  breeches  ? 

When  she  (Joanna)  shall  bring  forth  her  wonderful  son 
The  play  will  be  ended,  the  farce  just  begun  ; 
Then  all  her  admirers,  who  vauntingly  sit 
In  the  gallery  so  high,  will  fall  into  the  pit. 

The  *'play**  was  ended  by  the  entire  pulling  down,  in 
1827,  of  the  building  in  which  first  the  patrons  of  the  **  Lock 
and  buskin,**  and  afterwards  the  followers  of  a  religious 
fanatic  had  been  wont  to  gather,  and  the  erection  upon  its 
site  of  the  structure  which  is  now  the  Bradford  Subscription 
Library,  with  its  vast  collection  of  33,000  volumes. 


EDUCATION  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  :    ELEMEN- 
TARY STAGE. 

By  Henry  D.  Roberts. 

THE  fact  that  a  whole  session  of  this  Conference  has  been 
set  apart  to  deal  with  the  subject  of  the  "  Education 
of  the  Librarian  "  is  surely  a  sign  of  the  times.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  discussion  on  the  papers  which  are  to  be  read 
this  afternoon  will  prove  that  members  at  large  are  alive  to 
the  importance  of  the  question. 

Incredible  as  it  may  appear,  this  is  the  first  time  for  four- 
and-twenty  years  that  the  subject  has  appeared  in  its  entirety 
on  the  agenda  for  an  Annual  Meeting,  fourteen  years  since 
any  paper  was  read  on  any  phase  of  the  question,  and  twelve 
years  since  any  report  on  the  examinations  has  been  discussed 
by  such  a  gathering.  It  is  true  that  a  report  on  the  educa- 
tion of  library  assistants  was  presented  to  the  Newcastle 
Meeting  in  1904,  but  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  Committees, 
and  there  was  only  a  meagre  attendance,  as  Newcastle  was 
one  of  the  meetings  at  which  two  sections  were  sometimes 
held  concurrently.  It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  some 
good  suggestions  may  be  made  to-day,  but  I  trust  the  critics 
will  give  the  Education  Committee  credit  for  having  done 
their  best.  We  may  differ  as  to  methods,  but  we  are  agreed, 
I  am  sure,  on  the  main  point. 

The  occasion  is  one  of  somewhat  peculiar  interest  to  my- 
self, for  to-day  is  the  actual  tenth  anniversary  of  my  own 
appointment  as  Honorary  Secretary  to  the  old  Summer 
School  Committee,  merged  many  years  ago  into  the  Educa- 
tion Committee.  It  is,  too,  somewhat  of  a  coincidence  that 
this  anniversaiy  should  prove  to  be  the  last  occasion  on 
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which  I  shall  be  able  to  address  any  meeting  as  the  holder 
of  this  important  office. 

One  hears  all  over  the  place  nowadays  the  one  word^ 
education;  more  particularly  technical  education,  and  the 
Library  Association,  as  a  body,  are  to  be  congratulated  on- 
the  fact  that  their  members,  and  the  library  world  generally, 
seem  to  have  at  last  awakened  to  the  knowledge  of  a  fact 
which  has  been  patent  to  many  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time,  namely,  that  the  education  of  the  librarian  is  a  matter 
of  great  importance,  demanding  our  best  attention. 

It  should  be  hardly  necessary  to  plead  for  the  necessity 
of  the  technical  education  of  the  librarian.  Yet  there  are 
many  people  who  seem  to  imagine  that,  like  Topsy,  the 
librarian  grows  and  is  not  made,  and  in  some  places  the  idea 
is  still  held  that  anyone  is  good  enough  to  fill  such  a  post. 
In  the  old  days,  as  we  all  know,  jobbery  and  favouritism 
were  the  orders  of  the  day,  but  very  little  was  then  required 
from  the  librarian  compared  to  the  increasing  demands  made 
on  him  now-a-days. 

A  great  amount  of  money  is  spent  year  by  year  on  the 
public  libraries  of  this  country,  and  it  is  becoming  more  and 
more  important,  not  to  say  a  necessity,  that  those  libraries 
should  be  administered  by  properly  educated,  trained  and 
qualified  men. 

A  common  complaint  is  that  librarians  are  poorly  paid 
and  scarcely  recognised  as  important  public  officials.  That 
in  most  places  the  librarian  is  poorly  paid  is  certainly  true,^ 
but  both  this  and  the  fact  of  his  non-recognition  are,  to  a 
certain  extent,  very  often  due  to  himself.  It  is  no  use  for 
us  to  clamour  for  increased  status  and  increased  salary  un- 
less we  are  able  to  prove  that  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his 
hire.  I,  for  one,  feel  convinced  that,  unless  we  are  able  ta 
prove  to  the  public  at  large  that  we  really  are  something  more 
than  they  appear  now  to  regard  us,  there  is  very  little  hope 
for  change  in  the  future. 

Is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  great  number  of  the  librarians  of 
this  country  do  not  interest  themselves  in  the  slightest  degree 
either  in  the  advancement  of  their  own  technical  knowledge 
or  of  that  of  the  assistants  in  the  libraries  under  their  charge  ? 
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What  IS  the  history  of  most  of  the  members  of  many  of  the 
library  staffs  in  this  country?  A  small  salary  of  a  few 
shillings  a  week  only  is  offered  to  the  beginner,  which,  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  is  not  sufficient  to  attract  youths  of 
anything  like  good  education.  The  result  is  that  the  junior 
assistants  on  the  staff  are  too  often  uneducated  boys,  whose 
vocation  in  life  should  have  been  something  far  different. 
No  preliminary  examination  is,  as  a  rule,  considered  neces- 
sary, and  the  boy  has  usually  been  allowed  to  issue  books 
as  if- he  were  selling  potatoes  or  sugar.  In  process  of  time 
he  becomes  older,  and,  by  mere  length  of  service,  very  often 
makes  his  way  up  the  staff  until  some  day,  by  some  means 
^r  another,  he  becomes  the  librarian  of  some  small  library  in 
the  country.  That,  of  course,  is  the  foundation  of  all  the 
trouble.  If  we  were  only  able  to  pay  our  staff  better  and 
hold  out  more  inducements  to  the  beginner,  we  should  pos- 
sibly get  juniors  who  had  at  the  beginning  the  foundation 
of  a  good  general  education.  Nevertheless,  I  feel  perfectly 
certain  that  even  now  if  we  would  only  begin  properly  and 
insist  upon  our  juniors  passing  a  fairly  stiff  preliminary  ex- 
amination before  coming  on  the  staff,  we  should  have  made 
a  very  good  step  in  the  right  direction. 

I  have  no  statistics  on  the  subject,  but  I  do  know  that 
many  libraries  are  moving  in  this  way,  and  that  they  will 
take  no  one  as  a  member  of  the  staff  who  is  not  able  to  give 
practical  proofs  of  a  good  general  education.  Librarians 
should  lose  no  opportunity  of  bringing  before  their  Com- 
mittees the  necessity  of  such  a  course  of  action,  and  once 
•Committees  saw  the  type  of  assistant  they  would  then  get, 
public  opinion  would  be  changed,  and  we  should  see  not 
only  better  pay  for  assistants  and  librarians  alike,  but  a 
better  educated  staff  the  possession  of  every  library  authority. 
Incidentally  a  better  qualified  staff  would  tend  to  reduce  the 
objection  to  the  present  rate  limit.  Once  the  junior  assist- 
ant was  appointed,  the  librarian  and  Committee  should  not 
be  content  until  he  had  obtained,  in  process  of  time,  the 
Diploma  of  the  Library  Association :  a  sign  that  not  only 
had  he  a  good  general  education,  but  that  he  also  possessed 
a  technical  knowledge  of  his  profession.     Already,  I  know. 
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promotion  in  some  of  our  more  important  libraries  depends 
on  success  at  the  examinations  of  the  Association.  I  wish 
other  places  would  come  into  line. 

The  subject  of  this  afternoon's  discussion  has  been  divided 
into  two  parts:  one  being  termed  the  "Elementary'*  and 
the  other  the  "Advanced  Stage".  My  subject  is  the 
elementary  stage.  By  this  I  consider  is  meant,  not  the 
elementary  education  necessary  for  a  librarian,  but  the 
elementary  stage  of  the  present  educational  system  of  the 
Library  Association.  Let  me  as  briefly  as  possible  recapitu- 
late the  history  of  this  movement,  and  for  this  purpose  I 
shall  condense  some  of  the  facts  which  I  used  in  my  paper, 
"  Training  for  Librarians  in  Great  Britain,"  written  for  the 
1904  Conference  of  the  American  Library  Association. 

Examinations. 

The  credit  and  the  honour  of  having  first  moved  in  this 
direction  is  due  to  the  present  Chairman  of  the  Education 
Committee,  Mr.  Tedder.  So  long  ago  as  1880,  at  the 
Edinburgh  Meeting  of  this  Association,  a  resolution,  moved 
for  him  by  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Harrison,  was  after  consider- 
able discussion  carried  unanimously.  It  was  to  the  effect 
that  it  was  desirable  that  the  Council  of  the  Association 
should  consider  how  library  assistants  might  best  be  aided  in 
their  training  in  the  general  principles  of  their  profession. 
The  first  Education  Committee  was  then  formed.  It  con- 
sisted of  the  late  Dr.  R.  Gamett,  the  late  Mr.  Robert 
Harrison,  Mr.  Nicholson  of  the  Bodleian  Library,  Mr.  Tedder, 
the  late  Mr.  E.  C.  Thomas  and  Mr.  Charles  Welch.  This 
Committee  reported  to  the  Annual  Meeting  held  in  the 
following  year  in  London,  and  brought  up  a  definite  scheme. 
Their  report,  however,  was  negatived  by  24  to  19,  and  a  new 
Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Cowell,  Mullens 
and  Overall,  was  afterwards  appointed.  This  second  Com- 
mittee recommended  the  Cambridge  Meeting,  in  1882,  to 
adopt  the  report  previously  rejected.  At  this  meeting  a  most 
admirable  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  Tedder  on  "  Librarianship 
as  a  Profession,"  in  which  he  stated  as  his  opinion  that 
nothing  could   be  better  contrived  which  would   maintain 
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a  high  standard  among  librarians  than   a  well-considered 
scheme  of  examination.     Other  speakers  followed,  and  one 
notices  that  then,  as  now,  the  prevailing  difiBculty  was  that 
librarians  were  so  often  compelled  to  take  lads  with  little  or 
no  education  because  the  pay  offered  was  so  small.     Owing^ 
no  doubt  to  Mr.  Tedder's  paper,  the  Cambridge  Conference 
unanimously  adopted  the  report  which  the  previous  year's 
meeting  had  thrown  out.     Various  other  Committees  were 
formed  and  reports  presented  and  adopted.     The   first  ex- 
amination was  held  in  July,  1885,  and  lasted  one  day  only. 
Only  three  candidates  presented  themselves  at  the  centres, 
which  were  held  at  London  and  Nottingham.     It  is  worthy 
of  note  in  this  paper  that  the  first  library  assistant  to  obtain 
a  certificate  was   Mr.  J.  J.  Ogle,  then  of  the  Free   Public 
Librar>%  Nottingham.     Mr.  Albert  Butcher,  of  Welling,  a 
member  of  this  Association,  was  also  granted  a  certificate. 
From  then  onwards  there  appears  to  have  been  very  little 
done,  and  general  apathy  was  the  order  of  the  day.     Ex- 
aminations were  announced  and  postponed,  or,  when  they 
were  held,  either  no  candidates  appeared,  or  no  one  satisfied 
the  examiners.     In  1890  another  Committee  was  appointed 
which  endeavoured  to  make  the  examination  more  popular 
and  less  onerous  to  library   assistants.     The  new  syllabus 
provided  for  a  preliminary  examination,  to  be  passed  before 
the  professional  examination  could  be  entered  on ;  or,  instead,. 
certificates  of  efficiency  could  be  produced.     The  preliminary 
examination  was  divided  into  six  subjects,  of  which  the  only 
technical   one  was   Cataloguing.     The  report  was  adopted 
at  Nottingham  in  1891,  when   the   President   (Mr.    Robert 
Harrison)  was  compelled  to  admit  "  that  the  practice  of  ex- 
amining candidates  has  not  hitherto  borne  much  fruit  '*. 

The  first  examination  under  this  latest  revised  scheme 
was  held  in  London  in  June,  1892 ;  seven  candidates  pre- 
sented themselves,  but  with  lamentable  results.  One  of 
them  passed  in  English  and  French  literature  in  the  pro- 
fessional examination,  and  one  obtained  his  full  certificate 
in  the  preliminary  examination.  Everything  was  done  to 
encourage  students,  the  Council  even  going  so  far  as  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  candidates  from  the  provinces.    The  next 
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examination  was  held  in  December  of  the  same  year  in  four 
centres.  Seven  candidates  presented  themselves,  principally 
in  the  preliminary  examination,  but  on  the  whole  with  un- 
satisfactory results.  The  Council  decided  to  hold  no  ex- 
aminations in  June,  1893,  and  the  next  examination  was  held 
in  December  of  that  year,  in  seven  centres ;  when  twelve 
candidates  entered,  ten  out  of  the  twelve  for  the  preliminary 
examination  only.  Four  passed  in  the  preliminary  and  one 
in  the  professional-  This  scheme  remained  in  force  until 
June,  1894,  after  which  the  preliminary  examination  was 
very  wisely  abolished.  It  has  always  seemed  to  the  present 
writer  to  be  quite  outside  the  province  of  the  Association  to 
attempt  to  examine  in  the  ordinary  subjects  of  a  general 
education,  but  evidences  of  the  possession  of  this  qualifica- 
tion should  be  required.  For  the  examination  held  in  June, 
1894,  fifteen  candidates  entered,  twelve  for  the  preliminary 
and  three  for  the  professional.  Seven  passed  in  the  former, 
and  three  satisfied  the  examiners  in  portions  of  the  pro- 
fessional. 

In  consequence  of  representations  made  by  several  of  the 
examiners,  the  Council,  in  1894,  remitted  the  existing  scheme 
of  examinations  to  a  Committee  for  careful  consideration 
and  revision.  A  report,  dated  28th  July,  1894,  was  sent  in, 
cordially  endorsed  by  the  Council,  and  unanimously  adopted 
at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association  held  in  Belfast  in 
1894.  This  scheme,  with  slight  modifications,  remained  in 
force  until  about  three  years  ago. 

The  suggestions  adopted  were,  that  the  examination 
should  consist  of  three  sections :  (i)  Bibliography  and  Literary 
History ;  (2)  Cataloguing,  Classification  and  Shelf  Arrange- 
ment ;  and  (3)  Library  Management,  the  details  being  given 
in  the  ensuing  numbers  of  the  Library  Association  Year  Book, 

The  Council  at  its  meeting  on  the  29th  September,  1894, 
resolved  to  appoint  a  Committee,  to  be  called  the  Examina- 
tions Committee,  to  have  charge  generally  of  the  conduct  of 
the  examinations  under  the  direction  of  the  Council.  This 
Committee  held  its  first  meeting  on  the  6th  October  of  the 
same  year,  when  Dr.  Gamett  was  elected  Chairman,  and 
Mr. J.  W.  Knapman,  Honorary  Secretary;  but  it  only  held 
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three  other  meetings  up  to  March,  1898,  when  it  was  merged 
into  the  Education  Committee,  which  is  now  responsible  for 
the  conduct  of  examinations,  classes,  etc. 

The  first  examination  under  the  new  syllabus  was  held  in 
January,  189S,  when  only  one  candidate  presented  himself. 
There  was  also  only  one  candidate  in  July,  1895 ;  one  in  July, 
1896 ;  one  in  June,  1897,  and  two  in  December,  1897.  No 
other  examination  was  held  until  January,  1901,  when  three 
candidates  presented  themselves.  The  results,  it  must  be 
admitted,  were  poor  in  the  extreme ;  nine  candidates  in  six 
years!  Fourteen  candidates  presented  themselves  in  May, 
1902 ;  thirty-one  in  January,  1903  (principally  in  Bibliography, 
a  series  of  classes  on  this  subject,  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Brown,  having 
just  finished),  and  twelve  in  May,  1903.  It  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  give  the  details  of  these  later  examinations.  The 
latest  revised  syllabus  had  now  been  in  force  nine  years,  but 
although  latterly  the  number  of  students  had  increased,  owing 
most  probably  to  the  establishment  of  technical  classes,  it 
seemed  quite  evident  that  further  revision  was  necessary  if 
the  examinations  were  in  any  degree  to  take  popular  hold. 

During  the  few  years  before  this  date  various  suggestions 
and  criticisms  of  the  existing  scheme  had  been  received,  and 
the  Education  Committee  determined  to  tackle  the  subject 
and  see  if  they  could  not  produce  a  scheme  which  would  be 
not  only  useful,  but  practical  and  popular.  Much  time  and 
thought  were  given  to  the  subject,  but  I  will  not  weary  you 
with  the  means  by  which  the  present  scheme  was  eventually 
evolved.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  after  considerable  discussion 
the  Council  eventually  approved  the  scheme  which  is  now  in 
force,  and  which  was  printed  for  the  first  time  in  the  Library 
Association  Record  for  March,  1904.  On  22nd  February, 
1904,  the  Education  Committee,  acting  on  the  instructions 
of  the  Council,  appointed  a  special  Board  to  conduct  the  ex- 
aminations of  the  Association.  The  Board  of  Examiners  has 
been  re-constituted  each  year,  and  Mr.  Tedder  has  been  its 
continuous  Chairman  as  I  have  been  its  Honorary  Secretary. 
The  whole  work  of  arranging  and  conducting  the  examina- 
tions, setting  the  papers,  etc.,  has  devolved  on  the  members. 
The  work  has  become  increasingly  arduous  each  year,  and. 
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although  it  may  seem  somewhat  egotistical  for  a  member  of 
the  Board  to  say  such  a  thing,  I  cannot  help  remarking  that 
the  Association  is  under  a  great  debt  to  those  gentlemen  who 
have  so  admirably  performed  so  exacting  a  work.  Just  ex- 
actly what  that  work  is  no  one  but  a  member  of  the  Board 
knows.  This  year  there  were  no  less  than  292  different  papers 
and  152  essays  to  read  and  mark. 

Three  examinations  have  now  been  held  under  this  new 
syllabus,  and  it  would  take  up  too  much  time  to  show  the 
enormous  change  which  has  come  over  the  library  assistants 
of  this  country  during  the  last  few  years.  The  increase  of 
candidates  is,  I  venture  to  suggest,  nothing  less  than  marvel- 
lous, and  that  the  number  will  continue  to  increase  I  feel 
quite  certain.  I  shall  return  to  the  question  of  the  syllabus 
later  on  in  my  paper. 

Summer  Schools. 

Up  to  1893  the  Association  had  so  far  done  nothing  but 
examine  candidates.  However,  at  a  general  meeting  held 
at  Liverpool  in  December,  1892,  Mr.  J.  J.  Ogle  read  a  paper 
entitled  **  A  Summer  School  of  Library  Science,"  which  he 
had  read  also  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  held  in  Paris  earlier  in 
the  year,  and  in  which  he  suggested  that  it  would  be  a  great 
advantage  to  assistants  and  to  students  of  librarianship  gener- 
ally, if,  during  each  summer,  arrangements  could  be  made  by 
which  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  visiting  represen- 
tative libraries,  and  of  hearing  demonstrations  of  various 
practical  matters  and  details  of  a  librarian's  work.  A  Com- 
mittee, consisting  of  the  late  Miss  M.  S.  R.  James,  to  whose 
great  interest  in  this  question  I  would  bear  willing  testimony, 
and  Messrs.  J.  J.  Ogle  and  H.  R.  Tedder,  was  appointed, 
which  made  certain  suggestions  to  the  Council,  the  result  of 
which  was  that  the  first  Summer  School  of  the  Association 
was  held  in  London  on  i8th  to  20th  July,  1893.  The  pro- 
gramme consisted  of  a  series  of  visits  to  libraries  and  other 
places  of  interest,  at  which  demonstrations  took  place.  Forty- 
five  students  from  various  parts  of  the  country  attended.  The 
Council,  pleased  at  the  result,  decided  to  institute  a  Summer 
School  as  a  permanent  feature  of  the  Association's  work. 
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The  second  school  was  held  on  19th  to  22nd  June,  1894^ 
and  was  even  better  attended  than  the  previous  one.  At  the 
Council  Meeting  on  9th  September,  1894,  a  Summer  School 
Committee  was  appointed,  which  held  its  first  meeting  on 
the  following  6th  October,  at  which  Mr.  Charles  Welch  was 
appointed  Chairman,  and  Mr.  J.J.  Ogle,  Honorary  Secretary. 

The  third  school  was  held  under  the  management  of  this 
Committee  on  24th  to  28th  June,  1895,  and  was  attended  by 
forty  students,  including  library  assistants  from  all  over  the 
kingdom,  and  one  from  the  McGill  University  Library, 
Montreal,  Canada.  Details  of  the  proceedings,  of  course,^ 
appeared  from  time  to  time  in  the  pages  of  the  Library^ 
After  the  1895  school,  Mr.  Ogle  was  obliged  to  resign  the 
Honorary  Secretaryship,  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Doubleday  was. 
elected  in  his  place.  At  the  Cardiff  Meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  1895  a  Sub-Committee  was  appointed  to  consider  and 
report  as  to  a  scheme  for  systematising  the  work  of  the 
Summer  School.  Their  recommendations  were  eventually 
adopted,  and  included  suggestions  that  the  work  of  the  school, 
as  far  as  possible,  should  include  a  course  of  preparation  for 
the  subjects  laid  down  in  the  syllabus  of  the  Examinations 
Committee,  which,  you  will  remember,  had  recently  been 
revised. 

The  fourth  session  was  held  on  15th  to  19th  June,  1896, 
and  was  attended  more  or  less  regularly  by  forty-four 
students.  After  this  meeting  Mr.  Doubleday  was  unfortun- 
ately compelled  to  tender  his  resignation  as  Honorary 
Secretary,  on  account  of  pressure  of  other  work  in  connec- 
tion with  his  libraries.  On  6th  September,  1896,  the  present 
writer  was  elected  to  his  place,  Mr.  Welch  continuing  to  act 
as  Chairman. 

The  1896  school  had  dealt  with  a  portion  of  the  examina- 
tion syllabus,  and  the  session  for  1897,  the  fifth  of  the  series, 
dealt  with  the  remainder  of  it.  This  was  held  on  31st  May 
to  4th  June.  In  order  that  intending  students  might  do 
more  reading  on  individual  lines  before  the  school  was  held, 
a  printed  prospectus  with  particulars  of  lectures  and  a  list  of 
text-books  intended  for  study  was  issued,  and  a  copy  sent  to 
each  applicant.     A  letter  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of  every- 
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library  established  under  the  Acts  or  represented  in  the 
Association  asking  for  co-operation  in  the  work.  This  was 
six  months  before  the  school  began.  Some  little  time  before 
the  session  commenced  a  copy  of  the  programme  was  sent  to 
every  librarian  in  the  kingdom,  whose  attention  was  called  to 
the  forthcoming  session.  It  was  also  asked  facilities  might 
be  afforded  to  any  assistants  wishing  to  attend  the  school. 
The  result  was  extremely  gratifying,  no  less  than  seventy- 
four  students  (from  twenty-four  London  and  ten  provincial 
libraries)  attending  one  or  more  of  the  lectures  or  visits.  It 
might  be  here  mentioned  that  examinations  on  the  work 
of  the  various  sessions  had  been  regularly  held. 

After  the  fifth  session  technical  classes,  to  which  I  shall 
refer  in  the  next  portion  of  this  paper,  were  established  in 
London.  The  North- Western  Branch  also  commenced  a 
Summer  School  in  1897,  and  the  Committee  thought  that 
these  practically  took  the  place  of  the  London  Summer 
School,  so  it  was  suspended  during  i8g8  and  1899.  In  re- 
sponse, however,  to  numerous  representations,  a  series  of 
visits  to  libraries  in  and  around  London  was  arranged  for  the 
last  week  in  June,  1900,  but  owing  to  the  poor  attendance 
the  Committee  recommended  the  Council  to  discontinue  the 
school. 

A  further  attempt  was  made  to  revive  the  school  in 
London  this  year,  but  the  response  was  practically  nil.  The 
absence  of  a  desire  to  attend  such  a  school  on  the  part  of 
country  assistants  is  doubtless  due  to  the  Correspondence 
Classes,  to  which  reference  will  be  made  later  on,  and  to  the 
successful  schools  which  have  been  held  since  1897  in  con- 
nection with  the  North- Western  Branch  of  the  Library 
Association.  The  Assistants*  Association  which  has  been 
formed  in  the  North  of  England  has  provided  interesting 
paper  on  technical  subjects  from  which  assistants  have 
benefited,  and  the  efforts  of  the  Library  Assistants'  Associa- 
tion in  connection  with  study  circles,  etc.,  are  both  probably 
•ther  reasons  why  the  demand  for  a  Summer  School  has 
ceased.  As  far  as  assistants  in  London  and  district  are  con- 
cerned, there  is  no  doubt  that  the  technical  classes  at  the 
London  School  of  Economics  make  a  Summer  School  practi- 
cally unnecessary. 
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Technical  Classes, 

Still,  however,  nothing  was  done  by  the  Association  in 
the  way  of  definite  teaching  in  the  form  of  classes.  At  the 
same  Liverpool  Meeting  to  which  I  have  referred  recently,  a 
paper  was  read  by  the  late  Miss  James  entitled  '*  A  Plan  for 
Providing  Technical  Instruction  for  Library  Students  and 
Assistants".  This  was  printed  in  the  Library  for  1892^ 
pages  313  et  seq.,  but  there  was  no  definite  result. 

About  the  time  that  the  present  writer  was  appointed 
Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Summer  School  Committee  in 
i8g6,  he  was  asked  to  contribute  a  paper  to  a  Monthly  Meet- 
ing of  the  Library  Association,  and  chose  for  his  subject  the 
lack  of  facilities  for  the  technical  education  of  library  assist- 
ants.    The  paper  was  read  at  the  December  Meeting,  1896, 
and  was  entitled  ''  Some  Remarks  on  the  Education  of  the 
Library  Assistant :  a  Plea  ".     It  was  printed  in  the  Library 
for  1897,  pages  103  et  seq.    At  the  conclusion  of  the  paper 
the  author  moved  a  resolution  which,  after  considerable  dis- 
cussion, was  carried   unanimously,  asking  the   Council   to 
arrange  for  courses  of  lectures  in  the  winter  session  on. 
matters  in  connection  with  library  management,  etc.     The 
Council  referred  the  resolution  to  the  Summer  School  Com- 
mittee, with  a  request  for  a  report  thereon.     In  December, 
1897,  the  Committee  submitted  a  report  to  the  Council  which 
recommended  the  formation  of  classes,  and  to  which  was 
attached  a  scheme  which  was  considered  feasible  and  likely 
to  be  successful.     This  report  was  adopted  by  the  Council, 
a  small  grant  of  money  was  made,  and  the  Summer  School 
Committee  with  increased  powers,  and  under  a  new  name — 
**  Education  Committee  " — was  requested  to  undertake  the 
management  of  the  classes.     Dr.  R.  Gamett  was  the  first 
Chairman  of  the  newly  constituted   Committee,  but    Mr. 
Tedder  has  occupied  that  position  since  1902. 

A  successful  inaugural  meeting,  presided  over  by  Lord 
Avebury,  was  held  on  25th  February,  1898,  at  which  an 
interesting  address  was  delivered  by  the  late  Bishop  of 
London  (Dr.  Creighton),  and  the  classes  commenced  on  2nd 
March,  1898. 
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The  history  of  these  classes  which  have  now  been  in  ex- 
istence for  over  eight  years  is  known  to  most  of  us.  Let  me 
very  briefly  say  what  has  been  done.  The  Association  itself 
conducted  five  different  series  of  classes,  and  the  whole  of 
the  examination  syllabus  of  the  Association  was  gone  through. 
The  last  series  was  commenced  on  26th  February,  1902. 
The  Library  Association  lecturers  were :  Messrs,  Franklin 
T.  Barrett,  F.  J.  Burgoyne,  Douglas  Cockerell,  C.  T.  Davis, 
W.  E.  Doubleday,  Henry  Guppy,  Miss  Hentsch,  Messrs. 
J.  Macfarlane,  J.  H.  Quinn,  Henry  D.  Roberts  and  John 
Southward.  I  mention  the  names  of  these  lecturers  because 
I  should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  those  of  my  professional 
brethren  who,  at  great  sacrifice  of  time  and  labour,  performed 
such  splendid  pioneer  work.  The  present  success  of  these 
classes  is,  I  venture  to  think,  to  a  great  extent  due  to  these 
gentlemen  who  time  and  again  gave  us  their  services  without 
fee  or  reward.  Without  their  kind  and  ready  help  the  classes 
could  never  have  succeeded.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  the 
Governors  of  St.  Bride's  Institute,  and  later  on,  to  the 
London  County  Council  for  the  loan  of  rooms  in  which  to 
give  the  lectures. 

For  some  time  those  interested  in  this  question  had  en- 
deavoured to  obtain  money  grants  in  aid  of  the  classes,  which 
were  proving  so  successful,  from  the  London  County  Council, 
but  without  success.  As  a  result,  however,  of  various  con- 
ferences on  the  subject,  the  Education  Committee  on  22nd 
May,  igo2,  recommended  the  Council  to  co-operate  with  the 
London  School  of  Economics  in  conducting  courses  of  in- 
struction in  the  subjects  of  the  examination  syllabus ;  subject, 
however,  to  the  conditions  that  the  Council  of  the  Associa- 
tion nominated  the  lecturers;  that  the  classes  should  be 
open  to  all-comers ;  that  the  Association  continued  to  hold 
the  professional  examinations  and  to  grant  certificates ;  and 
that  the  Council  had  an  equal  representation  with  the 
Governors  of  the  School  on  the  Committee  managing  the 
classes. 

The  Council  agreed  to  the  recommendation,  and  the 
classes  under  their  new  auspices  were  commenced  at  the 
London  School  of  Economics  in  the  Michaelmas  term,  1902. 
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These  classes  have  now  completed  their  fourth  session. 
The  lecturers  have  consisted  of  Messrs.  Barrett,  Brown, 
Cockerell,  Jast,  Pollard,  Quinn  and  Roberts.  The  aim  of 
the  Governors  of  the  School  is  to  cover  the  existing  examina- 
tion syllabus  in  two  years,  with  the  exception  of  Section  i 
(Literary  History).  The  number  of  students  steadily  increases. 
For  last  session  there  were  fifty-five  students,  of  whom  forty- 
seven  were  assistants  in  libraries.  As  far  as  one  can  see  at 
present  these  classes  at  the  school  have  come  to  stay,  and 
while  one  cannot  help  feeling  pleased  to  find  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  students,  yet  it  is  undoubtedly  a  matter  for 
regret  that  the  classes  are  not  taken  more  advantage  of  by 
assistants  in  and  around  London. 

Classes  in  connection  with  the  North- Western  Branch 
are  held  during  the  winter  months  in  Manchester. 

Correspondence  Classes. 

The  latest  development  of  the  work  of  the  education  of 
the  librarian  has  been  the  Correspondence  Classes,  which 
were  commenced  in  the  session  1904-5,  and  continued  for  a 
second  session  during  1905-6.  The  classes  have  been  under- 
taken by  Messrs.  Brown  and  Quinn,  and  have  proved  most 
successful.  Fuller  details  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Education  Committee. 

There  seems  to  be  some  idea  prevalent  that  it  is  now  in« 
tended  to  alter  the  present  state  of  affairs  and  go  on  to  a  more 
advanced  stage.  Already  the  Assistants'  Association  has  for- 
warded to  the  Council  of  the  Library  Association  a  plea  that 
any  alteration  in  the  syllabus  shall  not  affect  those  persons 
who  are  now  on  their  way  to  the  diploma.  Now  I  do  not 
altogether  consider  that  we  have  not  already  passed  the 
elementary  stage  in  our  work  in  this  direction,  although  I 
am  prepared  to  admit  at  once  that  the  examination  migl^ 
with  justice  be  made  harder  than  it  is  at  the  present  moment. 
That  the  present  syllabus  is  open  to  criticism  I  would  be  the 
first  to  admit,  but  I  would  venture  to  plead  very  earnestly 
that  it  should  not  be  interfered  with  in  any  material  way  feu: 
some  time  to  come.     The  evolution  of  an  ideal  syllabus  is  a 
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slow  process.  As  I  have  already  showed  you,  it  is  no  less 
than  twenty-six  years  ago  since  the  first  movement  was  made 
in  this  direction,  and  it  is  not  yet  three  years  since  the  present 
syllabus  was  first  put  into  force.  It  cannot  be  condemned 
as  a  failure,  and  I  think  it  only  right  to  meddle  as  little  as 
possible  with  a  state  of  things  which  is  found  to  be  generally 
satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  No  one  who  will  look  at  the 
examination  papers  set  at  the  first  examination  twenty-one 
years  ago  will  attempt  to  compare  them  with  those  set  to-day. 
Then  the  examination  took  one  day ;  now  it  takes  five.  It 
is  only  since  the  new  syllabus  came  into  force  that  there  has 
been  any  disposition  shown  on  the  part  of  a  large  body  of 
assistants  to  present  themselves  for  examination.  I  have 
prepared  very  full  statistics  on  the  subject  of  the  numbers  of 
students  who  have  entered  for  the  three  examinations  held 
under  the  new  syllabus,  which  are  printed  on  page  24  of  the 
Council's  report,  and  there  is  no  need  for  me  to  detail  them 
all  here.  I  would  like,  however,  to  draw  your  attention  to 
some  of  the  figures.  In  1904,  39  candidates  entered ;  in 
1905,  57  ;  in  1906, 108.  In  1904, 17  candidates  passed  in  one 
or  more  subjects ;  in  1905,  39 ;  and  in  igo6,  80.  The 
number  of  subjects  passed  in  was  35  in  1904 ;  65  in  1905 ; 
and  120  in  1906.  These  are  remarkable  figures,  and  I  use 
the  word  remarkable  advisedly.  They  do  not  seem  to  prove 
that  the  syllabus  is  not  popular.  During  the  three  years  in 
which  the  examinations  have  been  held,  candidates  have 
passed  in  216  different  subjects,  and  there  are  now  2  persons 
•certificated  in  Literary  History;  10  in  Bibliography;  31  in 
Classification  ;  39  in  Cataloguing ;  56  in  Library  History  and 
Organisation ;  and  78  in  Practical  Library  Administration. 
Candidates  have  come  from  all  over  the  kingdom,  and  there 
have  been  two  passes  from  the  Colonies. 

One  candidate,  Mr.  W.  R.  Prideaux,  B.A.,  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians'  Library,  has  applied  for  and  been 
panted  the  Diploma  of  the  Association.  He  deserves  a  special 
line  to  himself  as  the  first  person  to  receive  the  Diploma  of  the 
Association  under  the  new  syllabus. 
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Present  Syllabus. 

Let  us  examine  the  present  syllabus  for  a  few  minutes* 
It  is,  as  I  expect  most  of  you  know,  divided  into  six  different 
subjects.  A  pass  in  each  of  these  subjects  is  necessaxy  be- 
fore the  candidate  can  make  application  for  the  diploma,  or 
full  certificate.  His  application  has  to  be  accompanied  by  a 
thesis  on  some  topic  previously  set  by  the  Council,  and  the 
candidate  has  also  to  satisfy  the  Council  that  he  has  worked 
for  not  less  than  twenty-four  hours  a  week,  for  at  least  three 
years,  as  a  member  of  the  administrative  staff  of  one  or  more 
libraries ;  and  he  has  also  to  satisfy  the  Council  that  he  pos- 
sesses  an  elementary  knowledge  of  Latin  and  of  one  modern 
foreign  language. 

In  the  syllabus  itself,  the  only  subject  which,  to  my  mind, 
needs  much  alteration  is  that  of  Literary  History  (Section  i). 
The  original  idea  of  the  framers  of  the  revised  syllabus  was 
that,  apart  from  a  knowledge  of  English  literature,  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  works  of  certain  specified  foreign  writers  should 
also  be  required.  This  idea,  however,  was  revised  when  the 
subject  came  up  for  full  discussion,  but  I  still  consider  the  whole 
section  is  too  large  and  too  vague  for  the  general  student* 
The  returns  to  which  I  have  alluded  prove  this.  Many  can- 
didates have  tried  over  and  over  again  to  pass  this  subject, 
both  before  the  syllabus  was  revised  and  since,  but  during 
the  last  three  years,  as  I  have  already  said,  only  two  have 
satisfied  the  examiners.  It  would  be  a  blessing  to  candidates 
and  a  satisfaction  to  many  others  to  find  Section  i  modified 
and  improved.  Section  2  (Elements  of  Practical  Biblio- 
graphy) the  examiners  suggest  should  be  slightly  re-adjusted 
with  the  idea  of  paying  more  attention  to  the  practical  and 
less  to  the  historical  portion  of  the  subject.  I  see  very  little 
need  for  alteration  in  any  of  the  other  four  sections,  but  it  is 
open  to  criticism  that  the  form  of  the  syllabus  might  be 
somewhat  recast.  As  it  is  it  strikes  one  as  more  a  collection 
of  headings  for  a  lecture  than  a  guide  to  the  student,  but 
even  in  this  respect  it  is  a  great  advance  on  any  previous 
syllabus  which  has  been  issued ;  for  it  gives  full  details  (except 
in  Section  i,  to  which  I  have  referred),  and  the  points  round 
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which  the  reading  of  students  should  centre,  as  well  as  the 
headings  on  which  questions  may  be  asked  by  the  examiners. 
"  Sources  of  Information  "  take  the  place  of  the  old  text-books, 
previously  prescribed.  These  should,  I  think,  be  annotated 
and  some  idea  given  as  to  the  special  points  of  each  particular 
book  and  its  bearing  on  the  portion  of  the  syllabus  to  which 
it  refers.  Also  an  endeavour  should  be  made  to  induce  library 
authorities  to  purchase  more  of  the  "  Sources  of  Information  '* 
for  the  benefit  of  their  assistants.  I  believe  Committees  would 
do  so  if  the  matter  was  brought  before  them  properly  by  the 
librarians.  At  present  the  absence  of  these  works  is  a  serious 
drawback  to  correspondence  students  and  to  candidates  for 
the  examinations. 

I  should  like  to  see  the  practical  side  of  the  examination 
in  Classification  and  Cataloguing  (Sections  3  and  4)  better 
developed,  and  a  more  thorough  searching  as  to  the  candi- 
date's acquaintance  with  practical  applications  of  the  rules  in 
these  sections. 

In  Sections  5  and  6  (Library  History  and  Organisation, 
and  Practical  Library  Administration)  I  think  a  very  good 
test  is  made  of  the  candidate's  knowledge,  for  two  papers 
are  set  in  each  case ;  but  more  importance  should  be  attached 
by  candidates  to  the  Library  Legislation  portion  of  Section  5 
in  the  syllabus.  This  year  special  mention  is  made  of  the 
ignorance  of  candidates  in  this  subject  by  the  examiners  in 
their  report.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  as  well  in  these  two  portions  of  the  syllabus,  where  it  is 
obvious  that  a  practical  knowledge  is  required  before  a  per- 
son is  of  any  use,  that  some  regulation  should  be  framed  by 
which  no  one  was  examined  who  had  not  had  certain  actual 
working  experience  in  a  library.  I  have  been  considering 
this  aspect  of  the  examination  for  some  time,  and  while  I 
believe  no  harm  would  be  done  by  allowing  any  one  to  pre- 
sent himself  in  all  the  other  sections,  yet  the  reverse  might 
be  the  case  in  these  two.  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  think 
this  because  at  the  examination  in  May  last  a  candidate 
passed  **with  merit"  in  Practical  Library  Administration 
on  purely  theoretical  knowledge.  As  he  was  formerly  on  the 
Library  Committee  of  a  certain  place,  and  is  now  a  candidate 
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for  the  librarianship  of  the  same  town,  you  will  see  what  I 
mean,  and  how  the  examination  may  be  abused.  The  ex- 
aminers did  not  know  who  this  candidate  was,  as  the 
identity  of  every  one  is  hidden  by  a  number. 

I  understand  that  it  will  be  suggested  by  the  writer  of  the 
next  paper  that  the  present  syllabus  is  too  hard  for  beginners 
and  too  easy  for  advanced  students.  It  might  of  course  be 
found  necessary  to  institute  a  more  advanced  examination, 
but  I  think  it  would  be  very  unwise  to  issue  any  certificates 
for  a  more  simple  examination  than  that  now  provided, 
always  excepting  Section  i  (Literary  History).  If  any  change 
is  necessary  it  is  in  the  way  of  a  more  difficult  examination, 
not  an  easier  one ;  but,  as  I  have  said  previously  in  this  paper, 
I  would  deprecate  in  the  strongest  way  possible  any  alteration 
whatever  in  the  present  syllabus,  except  to  make  it  more  ex- 
planatory than  it  now  is.  No  one  is  more  anxious  than  I  am 
for  an  improvement  in  the  general  status  of  the  librarian  and 
in  the  educational  attainments  of  those  who  work  in  libraries, 
but  there  have  been  too  many  changes  in  the  past,  which 
have  tended  to  puzzle  would-be  students  and  afford  excuse 
to  those  lazy  persons  who  do  not  wish  to  go  in  for  examina- 
tions at  all.  We  all  have  ideals  towards  which  some  of  us 
have  been  moving  for  a  long  time  now,  but  Rome  was  not 
built  in  a  day,  and  there  are  many  things  which  we  would 
like  to  see  altered  with  which  we  shall  have  to  be  content  for 
some  time  to  come.  I  see  no  reason  why,  ultimately,  there 
should  not  be  a  training  school  for  librarians  in  this  country, 
which  students  could  attend  for  long  periods  at  a  time. 
But  much  water  will  flow  under  the  bridges  before  that  is  an 
accomplished  fact. 
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By  E.  a.  Baker,  M.A. 

THE  interesting  paper  we  have  just  heard  by  Mr.  Roberts 
has  described  the  existing  system  of  education  and  its 
history:  upon  me  it  devolves  to  suggest  a  programme  for 
the  future.  Much  that  I  shall  have  to  say  will  inevitably 
sound  like  criticism  of  the  present  scheme ;  but  I  hope  you 
will  fully  understand  that  this  is  not  my  object.  In  drawing 
up  plans  for  the  future,  one  is  virtually  pointing  out  defici- 
encies of  the  present ;  but  so  far  from  wishing  to  say  any- 
thing derogatory  of  the  system  now  in  force,  I  fully  believe 
it  to  have  been  the  most  practicable  and  probably  the  very 
best  solution  of  the  problem  facing  us  during  the  last  few 
years.  Its  own  history,  however,  proves  it  to  be  only  a 
temporary  arrangement ;  it  was  a  compromise  between  a 
too  modest  and  a  too  ambitious  policy.  The  Library  As- 
sociation tried  at  first  to  draw  up  a  plan  for  the  education 
of  librarians  on  a  large  and  ample  scale :  they  failed ;  and 
the  present  Education  Committee,  warned  by  their  mistakes, 
have  aimed  hitherto  at  the  formulation,  not  of  a  final  syllabus,, 
but  of  one  that  would  attract  students  and  produce  immedi- 
ate results.  They  wisely  considered  that  the  first  thing  ta 
do  was  to  show  the  Library  Association  to  the  world  as  a 
teaching  and  examining  body,  and  to  get  its  certificates  re- 
cognised as  authoritative ;  and  that  to  perfect  their  machinery 
was  the  next  thing.  Perfection  in  this  line  can  be  arrived 
at  only  by  slow  and  patient  efforts. 

What  are  the  objects  of  professional  education?  Now 
it  seems  to  me  that  there  are  at  least  two  distinct  aims  to 
be  kept  before  us.  First,  of  course,  comes  the  training  of 
assistants.  The  youths  in  our  libraries  learn  by  daily  ex- 
perience the  details  of  library  practice,  usually  in  an  incom- 
plete and  unsystematic  manner.     We  want  them  also  ta 
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learn  library  science.     Professional  education,  whether  im- 
parted by  their  senior  officers  or  by  lecturers  outside,  incul- 
cates the  why  and  the  wherefore  of  their  work  in  all    its 
details,  the  purposes  of  organisation,  and  the  aims  of  library 
management ;  in  a  word,  the  fulfilment  of  their  duties  with 
intelligence  and  the  interest  begotten  of  intelligence.      Later 
on,  and  not  till  later,  comes  preparation  for  the  work  of  chief 
librarians,  that  is,  the  improvement  of  the  efficient  subordin- 
ate so  that  he  may  be  qualified  for  a  supreme  post.    For  the 
present  I  will  say  nothing  of  a  further  object  that   might 
legitimately  be  kept  in  view,  the  training  and  equipment  of 
a  body  of  men  who  shall  carry  forward  the  development  of 
library  science,  raise  the  status  of  their  craft,  and  extend  the 
beneficial  work  of  public   libraries  into  higher  stages  and 
wider  fields.     Confining  attention  to  the  first  two,  we  see 
that  the  training  of  assistants  ought  not  to  be  identified  with 
the  training  of  chief  librarians,  nor  is  the  one  merely  an  ex- 
tension of  the  other.     It  is  obvious  that  preparation  for  chief 
positions  involves  an  accurate  knowledge  of  many  things 
that  subordinates   have  nothing  to  do  with,  and  to  teach 
which  to  young  assistants  may  be  an  obstacle  to  their  j)ro- 
gress.     I  propose  to  show  that  our  education  scheme  should 
involve  at  least  two  separate  courses,  and  that  the  tendency 
x){  the  second  should  be  towards  a  higher  and  more  specialised 
training. 

It  is,  I  think,  the  consciousness  of  this  confusion  between 
distinct  and  separate  aims  that  is  at  the  root  of  a  certain  feel- 
ing of  imperfect  satisfaction  with  the  present  syllabus  among 
some  of  our  most  progressive  librarians  and  assistants.  For 
although  the  success  of  our  educational  efforts  has  been  very 
encouraging,  it  has  not  been  anything  like  complete.  For 
instance,  very  few  people  are  satisfied  with  the  plan  of  the 
first  section.  Literary  History ;  and  everybody  deplores  the 
fact  that  so  small  a  proportion  of  the  candidates  get  into  the 
first  division  in  comparison  with  those  who  scrape  their 
way  into  the  third.  To  have  a  third  division  at  all  is  a  con- 
fession of  weakness.  It  practically  means  that  the  men  put 
into  it  have  failed,  but  would  have  passed  an  examination 
more  suitable  to  their  attainments.     For  it  is  as  obvious  on 
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the  one  hand,  that  if  you  provide  a  course  suitable  for  seniors 
it  will  be  too  difficult  for  the  average  junior,  as  on  the  other 
hand,  that  if  you  provide  an  easy  one  for  beginners  it  will  be 
quite  inadequate  for  experienced  men.     This  is  where  the 
present  syllabus  fails ;  and  it  has  not  even  been  found  prac- 
ticable to  adjust  it  to  the  two  kinds  of  students  by  setting 
two  sets  of  papers,  differently  graduated.    To  meet  the  needs 
of  juniors,  naturally  intimidated  by  the  formidable  aspect  of 
the  syllabus,  the  examiners  have  hitherto  allowed  candidates 
to  take  the  subjects  singly,  that  is,  by  the  easiest  possible 
stages,  a  device  that  gives  a  bonus  to  cramming,  and  is 
adopted  only  by  those  universities  which  have  a  reputation 
for  slackness.     The  candidate  who  elects  to   take   the  ex- 
amination by  instalments  has  probably  forgotten  the  first 
subject  by  the  time  he  passes  the  last.     Such  a  method  can 
furnish  no  test  of  general  competence,  but  merely  certifies 
that  the  student  was  reasonably  proficient  in  a  particular 
subject  in  a  particular  year.     I  trust  that  some  day  the  in- 
stalment system  will  be  abolished,  along  with  the  third  divi- 
sion ;   the  only  excuse  for  it  is  that  library  assistants  are 
so  often  deprived,  by  the  exigencies  of  their  employment,  of 
the  best  hours  for  study,  and  should  accordingly  be  treated 
with  indulgence.     The  third  division,  at  any  rate,  ought  not 
to  be  a  stepping-stone  to  the  diploma,  as  it  may  be  at  present. 
Not  to  continue  the  ungrateful  task  of  pointing  out  short- 
comings in  the  present  syllabus,  and  seeming,  quite  unjustly, 
to  cast  reflections  on  those  who  have  laboured  so  wisely  and 
so  well  for  the  cause  of  their  professional  brethren,  let  me 
sketch  my  rough  ideas  of  a  programme  for  the  elementary 
and  the  advanced  education  of  librarians.     It  is  true,  I  was 
invited  simply  to  deal  with  the  latter;  but  I  soon  realised 
that  if  our  methods  of  education  were  to  be  strengthened  so 
as  to  turn  out  men  more  amply  equipped,  the  first  step  was 
to  adjust  the  preliminary  course  to  the  abilities  of  the  youngest 
students  we  propose  to  educate.     It  may  seem  rather  pre- 
mature to  draw  up  an  actual  syllabus  on  the  lines  of  my 
suggestions ;  but  I  found  it  was  necessary  to  have  something 
definite  before  me  in  formulating  any  changes,  and  I  felt  I 
could  explain  my  ideas  more  easily  by  submitting  this  rough 
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chart  to  you,  although  I  am  painfully  aware  of  the  excellent 
handle  this  will  be  to  my  critics. 

My  suggested  syllabus  is  threefold.     Evidently,   if  oar 
course  of  education  is  to  be  useful   to  various  grades  of 
students,  and  if  we  are  to  secure  anything  like  an  equal 
standard  of  difficulty  in  our  examination  papers  from  year  to 
year,  the  course  must  be  divided.     At  present,  such  are  the 
results  of  compromise,  the  questions  are  absurdly  difficult  or 
amazingly  easy.     One  year  the  paper  on  Literary  History  or 
Bibliography  would  floor  a  staff  of  professors ;  the  next,  a 
student  of  average  ability  would  canter  through  it ;  but,  un- 
fortunately, by  that  time,  there  are  no  candidates,  all  have 
been  frightened  away.     Our  prospective  scheme  then  con- 
sists of  three  courses — one  for  juniors,  one  for  the  certificate 
of  competence   in   librarianship,   and   finally  an   advanced 
course  on  special  lines  for  the  diploma. 

The  elementary  course  embraces  four  subjects :  i.  Literary 
History  and  Bibliography,  which  are  bracketed  together. 
Bibliography  being  subordinated  to  Literary  History;  2. 
Classification ;  3.  Elementary  Cataloguing ;  4.  Practical  Lib- 
rary Administration.  There  would  be  five  papers,  two  being 
set  on  the  first  subject.  Literary  History  and  Bibliography. 
Under  this  head,  only  the  outlines  of  the  history  of  book  pro- 
duction would  be  demanded,  a  knowledge  of  the  leading  guides 
to  book  selection  being  a  more  profitable  branch  of  biblio- 
graphical science  to  the  ordinary  assistant.  Classification 
would  mean  an  acquaintance  with  theories  and  definitions, 
and  a  working  knowledge  of  one  recognised  system.  A 
feature  that  I  would  lay  stress  upon  is  one  that  the  authors 
of  the  original  scheme  for  examinations  in  librarianship 
thought  supremely  important,  a  test  of  general  knowledge. 
They  used  to  hold  a  preliminary  examination  in  arithmetic 
and  book-keeping,  grammar  and  composition,  history  and 
geography,  which  was  dropped  after  a  while  and  never  re- 
sumed. But  many  of  the  papers  now  sent  in  show  proofs  of 
a  sad  deficiency  in  these  elements  of  a  sound  education  ;  and 
I  think  we  ought  to  provide  some  test  of  a  candidate's  general 
knowledge  in  the  earlier  parts  of  our  future  syllabus.  My 
proposal  is  to  combine  it  with  the  other  tests.    For  instance. 
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Literary  History  would  involve  an  acquaintance  with  the 
relations  between  literature  and  history,  if  only  a  chrono- 
logical acquaintance ;  Library  Administration  would  involve 
a  knowledge  of  accounts  and  the  preparation  of  statistics ; 
whilst  the  candidates  would  be  warned  to  pay  careful  at- 
tention throughout  to  grammar  and  composition.  The  style 
of  many  of  the  papers  submitted,  even  by  successful  candi- 
dates, leaves  much  to  be  desired  in  this  respect. 

This  initial  course,  as  I  have  outlined  it,  is  a  good  deal 
easier  than  the  present  one.  All  the  subjects  are  presented 
in  an  easier  form ;  Bibliography  is  almost  eliminated,  at  any 
rate  in  its  more  recondite  branches;  Library  Organisation 
is  left  out  entirely.  Why  examine  junior  assistants  in  their 
knowledge  of  library  legislation,  of  the  planning  and  furnish- 
ing of  buildings,  or  in  methods  of  book  bu3ang ;  things  they 
have  never  anything  to  do  with?  Such  a  course  would 
attract  a  much  larger  number  of  assistants,  and  would 
certainly  fulfil  the  aims  I  indicated  just  now ;  it  would  make 
them  see  the  meaning  of  the  work  they  are  learning  in  detail, 
it  would  interest  them  in  their  profession,  and  help  to  fit  them 
for  higher  posts.  It  would  also  be  an  incentive  to  go  on  and 
undertake  the  more  advanced  course.  The  provision  of  an 
elementary  course  would  have  another  advantage,  this  time 
to  other  people  than  the  examinees.  Many  Library  Com- 
mittees are  adopting  the  very  wise  measure  of  making  pro- 
motion from  one  class  of  assistant  to  another  hinge  to  a  large 
extent  upon  the  results  of  our  examinations ;  but  the  piece- 
meal method  of  taking  the  Library  Association  syllabus  does 
not  furnish  an  ideal  test  for  this  purpose,  because  of  the  lack 
of  a  progressive  element.  The  new  plan,  on  the  contrary, 
whether  each  course  were  taken  at  one  go  or  two,  would 
form  a  very  satisfactory  criterion  of  an  assistant's  progress ; 
and  this  characteristic  of  my  scheme  would  hold  good  right 
up  to  the  special  examination  for  the  diploma. 

We  come  now  to  the  second  course,  which  is  similar  in 
the  main  to  that  now  adopted,  difiering  chiefly  in  allowing  a 
certain  option  between  exchangeable  subjects.  Candidates 
before  entering  must  have  passed  the  initial  stage,  or  must 
hold  certificates  of  their  having  passed  examinations  of  good 
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standing,  such  as  the  Oxford  or  Cambridge  locals,  or  the 
London  matriculation.^     My  objects  in   sketching  out  the 
syllabus  for  this  have  been  to  make  it  more  liberal,  less  likely 
to  turn  out  a  stereotyped  class  of  men ;  and  a  thorough  test  of 
proficiency,  while  calculated  to  elicit  the  personal   aptitudes 
and  originality  of  candidates.     It  is  quite  right  that  the  tech- 
nical side  should  preponderate  in  a  professional  course  of 
training ;  but  at  present  it  preponderates  a  little  too  much, 
actually  in  the  proportion  of  five  to  one ;  and  yet  we  should 
most  of  us  like  to  characterise  librarianship  as  a  liberal  pro- 
fession.    The  options  suggested  are  as  follow :  in  Literary 
History  either  English  or  the  outlines  of  European  literature 
can  be  chosen,  and  the  choice  of  the  other  language  is  left  to 
the  candidates'  own  will ;  Book  Selection,  that  is,  guides  to 
books,  methods  of  selection,  annotation  and  other  methods 
of  promoting  study,  may  be  taken  in  lieu  of  Bibliography ; 
Elementary  Science  may  be  offered  instead  of  Classification, 
as  the  man  who  knows  science  will   pick  up  a  systematic 
classification  with  ease.     The  examination  in  this  course  will 
be  for  the  certificate  of  general  competence  in  librarianship, 
and,  as  I  have  suggested,  it  might  form  a  satisfactory  basis 
for  the  registration  of  librarians.     It  is  not  my  province  to  go 
into  that  vexed  question  now,  but  to  prevent  mistakes  I  had 
better  explain   that  the  examination   test  for  the  register 
would  come  into  force  only  after  all  those  already  qualified 
for  inclusion  had  been  allowed  ample  time  to  have  their 
names  put  down.     Personally,  I  see  little  difficulty  in  devising 
a  satisfactory  basis  for  this  initial  registration,  so  long  as  it 
is  not  a  hard  and  fast  basis,  and  does  not  exclude  chief  assist- 
ants because  they  are  not  chief  librarians,  or  include  porters 
because  they  are  in  sole  charge  of  a  specified  number  of 
volumes,  or  have  performed  bibliothecal  functions  of  an  un- 
certain kind  for  a  certain  period  of  years. 

^  Librarians,  or  library  assistants,  who  have  worked  in  responsible  positions 
for  a  certain  period,  should  likewise  be  excused  this  preliminary  examination  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Board  of  Examiners.  This  would  have  the  advantage  of 
removing  a  real  obstacle  to  the  success  of  our  education  scheme,  so  £tf  as  it 
concerns  a  most  desirable  class  of  candidate,  the  older  assistants,  who  not  un- 
reasonably object  to  sitting  at  an  examination  side  by  side  with  juniors  from 
their  own  library,  who  would  now  sit  for  the  elementary  examination. 
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Up  to  the  present,  I  have  not  proposed  any  very  drastic 
reform ;  what  I  have  suggested  amounts  to  little  more  than 
a  careful  readjustment  of  the  existing  scheme.  But  now  I 
am  entering  upon  dangerous  ground,  and  must  look  for  keen 
opposition.  My  contention  is  that  we  do  not  do  enough  now 
to  foster  the  intellectual  side  of  librarianship ;  that  in  our 
education  scheme  we  have  failed  to  hit  the  proper  balance 
between  technical  qualifications  and  liberal  culture.  There 
can  be  no  question  that  we  are  right  in  demanding  a  sound 
technical  training  before  we  certificate  a  man  as  a  competent 
librarian ;  but  I  think  the  diploma  should  be  granted  only  to 
such  men  as  have  shown  they  possess  scholarship  as  well  as 
technical  proficiency.  We  are  all  anxious  to  raise  the  status 
of  our  profession,  to  see  it  ranked  among  those  that  require 
learning  and  science,  as  well  as  practical  experience,  of  all  who 
wish  to  rise  in  it ;  and  the  only  way  to  ensure  this  better- 
ment is  to  make  a  liberal  measure  of  scholarship  one  of  the 
conditions  of  our  library  degrees.  We  hope  to  see  the  time 
when  the  public  library  will  be  looked  upon  as  the  intellectual 
centre  of  corporate  life,  and  accordingly  our  librarians  ought 
to  be  men  capable  of  taking  a  leading  part  in  the  intellectual 
life  of  the  community. 

But  I  hope  we  have  left  far  behind  us  the  period  when 
old  croakers  were  never  tired  of  dinning  Mark  Pattison's 
dogmatic  and  foolish  saying  into  our  ears,  that  "  the  librarian 
who  reads  is  lost  '*.  Is  it  seriously  contended  that  the  lib- 
rarian who  is  a  scholar  will  be  more  one-sided,  a  less  capable 
organiser,  less  liberal  in  his  administration ;  that  he  will 
have  less  insight  and  sympathy  for  students  because  of  his 
own  attainments,  or  have  a  narrower  view  of  the  proper 
mission  of  libraries  among  the  people?  It  would  be  an 
insult  to  your  intelligence  to  ask  such  a  question.  And 
yet  there  are,  not  only  assistants,  but  librarians  who  pooh- 
pooh  the  need,  and  even  the  desirability  of  advanced  edu- 
cation. I  have  heard  them  discussing  the  question  of 
improving  their  status,  and  arguing  that  it  was  purely  a 
question  of  salary.  "  Let  them  give  us  more  money,  then 
we  can  afford  degrees  and  other  luxuries."  But  this  is 
putting  the  cart  before  the  horse.    As  in  other  professions 
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whose  status  has  been  raised,  the  way  to  get  a  higher 
salary  is  to  deserve  it  by  a  general  improvement  of  our 
qualifications.  There  was  a  time  when  medical  practitioners 
and  engineers,  apothecaries  and  dentists,  musicians  and  the 
members  of  many  other  learned  crafts,  were  struggling  vvdth 
exactly  the  same  difficulties ;  and  they  enhanced  their  own 
value  and  improved  their  positions  by  insisting,  not  only  on 
a  sound  technical  training  in  their  several  professions,  but 
upon  a  liberalised  training. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  opponents  whom  I  shall  have  to 
face,  those  who  do  not  think  advanced  education  necessary 
for  librarians,  and  those  who  take  the  perfectly  defensible 
view  that  advanced  education  is  not  proper  work  for  this 
Association.  For  the  sake  of  the  former,  let  me  pursue  my 
somewhat  mercenary  line  of  argument  a  little  further.  We 
are  most  of  us  sanguine  enough  to  believe  that  a  good  time 
for  libraries  is  soon  to  be  expected.  We  hope  that  the  rate 
limit  will  be  removed,  the  rating  of  libraries  abolished,  some 
measure  of  State  aid  conceded,  and  satisfactory  relations 
established  with  the  general  system  of  education.  When 
this  consummation  arrives,  the  municipal  library,  which 
of  course  is  the  most  numerous  though  not  the  only  class 
of  library  for  whose  advantage  I  propose  these  educational 
reforms,  will  be  a  much  more  important  institution,  the 
librarian  will  have  a  larger  and  a  more  important  sphere 
of  work,  and  his  office  will  bulk  larger  in  the  public  eye. 
It  will  also  be  a  position  of  more  emolument.  What  will 
happen  ?  The  same  as  is  happening  in  the  teaching  pro- 
fession and  among  the  organisers  of  education.  Library 
appointments  will  begin  to  attract  university  men ;  Councils 
will  recognise  the  truth  of  what  we  have  been  maintaining, 
that  the  library  is  part  of  the  educational  machine,  and 
will  follow  the  time-honoured  custom  of  awarding  the  office 
to  the  man  of  liberal  education.  Mere  technical  training 
will  be  held  sufficient  only  for  subordinate  posts,  for  the 
men  who  attend  to  detail;  something  higher  will  be  de- 
manded for  higher  appointments.  The  case  for  having 
men  of  liberal  culture  as  chief  librarians  will  become  more 
and  more  overwhelming  as  time  goes  on,  and  accordingly 
the  need,  not  only  for  training  our  assistants  on  technical 
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lines,  but  for  getting  them  facilities  for  acquiring  sound 
scholarship,  will  be  far  more  urgent,  unless  they  are  to  see 
the  good  things  of  their  profession  seized  upon  by  men  who 
have  not  borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day.  This  is 
the  selfish  argument,  but  the  case  for  modifying  our 
educational  programme  is  strong  enough  without  any 
personal   considerations. 

A  much  more  respectable  antagonist  is  the  critic  who 
admits  the  need  for  advanced  education  if  the  present 
generation  of  assistants  are  to  be  the  librarians  of  the 
future,  and  also  acknowledges  the  immense  benefit  it 
would  be  to  the  libraries  under  their  charge ;  but  contends 
that  the  Library  Association  ought  not  to  trespass  so  far 
upon  the  province  of  universities.  Of  these  gentlemen  I 
would  ask,  Are  the  universities  offering  any  facilities  to 
aspirants  after  the  honours  of  librarianship  ?  And  also,  is 
there  any  sign  among  our  assistants  of  a  general  inclination 
to  acquire  degrees  or  other  certificates  of  university  qualifi^ 
cations  ?  If  not,  the  end  will  be  what  I  have  foreshadowed. 
Unless  we  can  assist  our  own  students  to  obtain  the  scholar- 
ship sure  to  be  required  of  the  future  librarian,  they  will 
find  themselves  displaced  by  outsiders,  and  men  who  have 
not  been  specially  prepared  for  the  work  will  be  put  into 
the  best  positions.  This  will  surely  not  be  the  best  thing 
in  the  world  for  the  libraries,  while  it  will  be  disastrous  to 
our  friends.  In  other  departments  of  modem  life,  the 
professional  organisations  have  been  the  originators  of 
better  systems  of  training,  which  the  universities  have 
taken  up  later.  Already  degrees  may  be  obtained  in 
engineering,  agriculture,  technology;  some  day  there  may 
be  university  degrees  in  librarianship,  with  proper  courses 
in  arts  and  sciences  duly  applied  to  the  special  needs  of 
library  administration.  But  the  Library  Association  must 
make  the  move.  It  is  no  use  sa3ang  that  advanced  edu- 
cation is  a  thing  for  the  universities  to  undertake,  and 
ourselves  doing  nothing  meanwhile. 

You  do  not,  I  am  sure,  wish  me  to  inflict  a  complete 
reading  of  the  suggested  syllabus  upon  you  now;  to  save 
this  I  have  had  a  number  of  copies  typed  and  handed  round, 
and  I  regret  that  it  was  not  possible  to  have  it  printed.    I 
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have  made  a  liberal  inclusion  of  all  the  studies  that  are 
likely  to  be  of  use  in  libraries  of  any  kind,  and  by  doing  so 
have  no  doubt  laid  myself  open  to  the  charge  of  usurping 
the  functions  of  universities.  But  I  would  draw  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  no  university  at  present  gives 
instruction  or  holds  examinations  on  subjects  or  groups  of 
subjects  exactly  similar  to  those  proposed.  You  can  go  to  a 
university  for  French  or  German  language  and  literature, 
for  Spanish,  Italian,  Greek  or  Latin;  but  you  will  not  get 
any  help  or  encouragement  in  studying  the  bibliog^phy  of 
those  subjects,  or  the  other  aspects  of  peculiar  interest  to 
librarians.  Take,  for  instance,  a  subject  like  French.  On 
the  side  where  it  is  approached  by  the  ordinary  under- 
graduate my  syllabus  offers  easy  going ;  there  is  no  demand 
for  abstruse  grammatical  knowledge,  or  even  for  the  ability 
to  translate  into  the  foreign  language.  The  candidate  is 
asked  to  translate  French  into  English,  and  then  he  is  asked 
for  the  kind  of  knowledge  that  is  specifically  appropriate  to 
librarianship,  the  history  of  the  literature,  with  particular 
reference  to  forms  and  editions,  and  to  relations  with  other 
literatures;  a  knowledge  of  translations;  an  acquaintance 
with  the  English  libraries  containing  special  collections  of 
books  on  French  literature,  and  with  the  principal  libraries 
in  France ;  and  finally  the  ability  to  draw  up  courses  of 
reading  for  students.  I  look  on  this  last  as  an  indispensable 
part  of  every  course.  You  will  observe  that  Bibliography 
has  been  incorporated  as  one  of  the  final  groups  of  subjects 
since  the  synopsis  of  this  paper  was  in  print.  This  subject, 
if  taken  for  the  diploma,  will  be  dealt  with  in  a  far  more 
thorough  manner  than  it  is  in  our  present  course,  or  in  fact 
in  any  other  course  that  I  am  acquainted  with.  For  the 
fundamental  idea  of  my  proposed  syllabus  is  that  the  earlier 
examinations  should  be  general  and  the  later  special.  Before 
the  candidate  sits  for  the  diploma  he  will  have  proved  him- 
self an  efficient  librarian :  nothing  more  should  therefore  be 
required  of  him  but  the  possession  of  the  special  scholarship 
that  is  to  qualify  him  for  this  degree.  He  will  select  the 
group  of  subjects,  all  of  them  sufficiently  narrow  groups, 
which  suits  himself,  and  will  devote  himself  thereto  without 
distraction.     The  division  of  labour  is  becoming  a  more  and 
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more  prominent  feature  of  library  work ;  and  there  will  be  a 
greater  and  greater  demand  for  the  specially  equipped  lib- 
rarian. This  is  why,  in  addition  to  Modem  Literature — the 
group  that  nine  out  of  ten  will  be  sure  to  select — I  have 
included  History  and  Sociology,  Ancient  Literature  and 
Natural  Science.  For  our  special  libraries^  and  special 
departments  of  libraries,  the  men  who  have  graduated  in 
these  subjects  will  be  peculiarly  well  fitted.  With  science 
playing  so  predominant  a  part  in  modem  life,  and  so  strongly 
represented  in  modem  libraries,  it  is  strange  that  we  have 
hitherto  paid  no  regard  to  science  in  our  library  curriculums. 
It  may  strike  some  one  as  absurdly  ambitious  to  put  down 
in  our  syllabus  such  things  as  Sanskrit,  Old  Norse,  Anthropo- 
logy and  Folklore,  the  Bibliography  of  Law  or  of  Mathematics. 
My  motive  for  inserting  them  was,  not  that  we  are  anxious  to 
encourage  these  particular  studies  among  library  assistants, 
but  that  it  would  be  unfair  to  a  man  who  happened  to  be  a 
Sanskrit  or  Celtic  scholar  to  deprive  him  of  the  right  to  offer 
that  subject  for  his  diploma.  Furthermore,  it  is  desirable 
to  encourage  special  students  to  apply  themselves  to  the 
library  science  belonging  to  their  subjects.  As  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  finding  an  examiner,  well,  we  may  rest  assured  that 
our  Sanskrit  student  will  not  come  oftener  than  once  or  twice 
in  a  blue  moon ;  he  will  have  to  give  notice  of  his  intention 
to  offer  Sanskrit,  and  there  will  be  plenty  of  time  to  secure 
our  examiner. 

This  brings  us  to  the  question  of  machinery.  Although 
if  my  proposals  were  approved  they  could  not  come  into 
operation  for  several  years,  and  it  must  of  necessity  be  a 
considerable  time  before  there  would  be  entries  for  the 
diploma  under  the  new  regulations,  it  is  obvious  that  when 
that  time  comes  we  shall  require  a  larger  body  of  examiners, 
prepared  to  deal  with  a  wider  array  of  subjects.  All  I  can 
say  now  on  this  question  is  that  my  suggestions  are  not 
intended  for  immediate  acceptance,  at  any  rate  all  in  the 
lump,  but  rather  as  an  ideal  to  be  gradually  worked  for.  It 
is,  I  think,  an  urgent  matter  to  reform  our  present  curriculum 
so  far  as  to  have  an  introductory  course;  but  the  other 
reforms  would  be  attained  by  the  gradual  modification  and 
development  of  the  present  scheme.      Yet  even  the  most 
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ambitious  projects  I  have  outlined  are  not  so  desperately  out 
of  reach.  Things  are  improving  and  are  bound  to  improve  ; 
the  value  of  education  in  librarianship  is  recognised  now  in 
a  way  very  different  from  even  five  years  ago,  and  we  may 
anticipate  less  and  less  difficulty  in  securing  lecturers  and 
examiners.  We  are  sadly  in  want  of  a  school  of  librarian- 
ship,  but  perhaps  we  may  get  one  from  some  benefactor 
during  the  next  few  years ;  at  all  events,  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  obtain  money  for  this  purpose. 

For  the  student  what  is  wanted  is  more  sympathy  and 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  chief  librarians  and  Committees. 
There  should  be  a  more  liberal  organisation  of  the  staff  in 
places  where  little  indulgence  has  yet  been  given  to  the 
studious  assistant.  Time  should  be  allowed  for  study ;  and 
it  will  not  be  time  lost,  since  the  student  will  daily  become 
a  more  efficient  officer.  Promotion  should  be  made  an  incen- 
tive to  success  at  our  examinations,  and  practical  help  offered. 
One  is  often  astonished  at  the  glibness  with  which  men 
allude,  particularly  in  their  application  for  new  appointments, 
to  the  training  they  have  had  at  such  and  such  a  library. 
In  the  vast  majority  of  cases,  if  they  were  inquired  into,  we 
should  find  that  these  men  have  never  had  an  hour's  real 
training  in  their  lives.  Not  that  it  is  their  own  fault.  But 
our  municipal  libraries,  partly  through  the  pressure  of  cir- 
cumstances, are  so  organised  that  only  in  a  few  in  the  whole 
of  England  is  anything  worth  the  name  of  training  given 
to  the  assistants.  The  so-called  "  training  "  usually  means 
nothing  more  than  that  the  assistant  has  performed  a  species 
of  routine  for  a  number  of  years,  without  study,  interest  or 
understanding  of  the  function  he  is  fulfilling  in  the  library 
machine.  There  are  signs  of  a  better  time  coming  in  the 
library  guilds,  the  staff  councils  and  the  library  classes  that 
are  beginning  on  a  small  scale  here  and  there.  But  unless 
the  supreme  importance  of  education  is  recognised  by  lib- 
rarians and  assistants,  and  also  by  Committees,  and  every 
effort  made  to  encourage  and  assist,  officially  and  unofficially, 
it  is  mere  futility  to  draw  up  magnificent  plans  for  the 
future.  The  next  generation  of  librarians  will  have  to  be 
men  of  learning,  and  it  depends  on  us  whether  they  will  be 
drawn  from  our  own  ranks  or  from  elsewhere. 
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ROUGH  DRAFT  OF  PROPOSED  SYLLABUS  FOR  EDUCATION 
OF  LIBRARIANS:  ELEMENTARY  AND  ADVANCED 
STAGES. 

Elementary  Course. 

I.  Literary  History  and  Bibliography : — 

(a)  Outlines  of  English  literature  (including  American),  with 

special  reference  to  history  and  chronology.    Outlines  of 
the  history  of  book  production. 

(b)  Knowledge  of  a  prescribed  period,  or  of  two  prescribed 

books.     Principal  guides  to  book  selection. 
II.  Classification : — 

Theory  and  definitions.     Practical  knowledge  of  one  standard 
system. 

III.  Elementary  Cataloguing : — 

Objects  of  the  catalogue.     The  kinds  of  catalogues.    Practical 
cataloguing. 

IV.  Practical  Library  Administration,  including  accounts  and  statis- 

tics. 
Marks  will  be  given  for  grammar  and  composition. 

Advanced  Course  (for  Certificate  of  Librarianship  or  for 
Registration). 

Candidates  must  either  have  (i)  passed  in  the  Elementary  Course, 
{2)  submit  certificates  of  their  having  passed  certain  recognised  examin- 
ations in  general  knowledge,  or  (3)  satisfy  the  Board  of  Examiners  that 
they  have  held  responsible  positions  in  libraries  for  a  certain  period. 
I.  Literary  History  (a)  or  (b) : — 

(a)  English  Literature.    History  of  English  literature  (including 
American),  with  knowledge  of  forms  and  editions,  and  of 
translations  into  English.     Elementary  knowledge  of  one 
other  language, 
or  (b)  Outlines  0/  History  0/  European  Literature.  Elementary  know 
ledge  of  one  other  language.    Two  papers  in  either  section 
II.  (a)  Bibliography  or  {b)  Book  Selection  :— 

(a)  Bibliography.  Outlines  of  historical  tjrpography.  Elemen- 
tary palaeography.  Production  and  distribution  of  books. 
Compilation  of  bibliographies, 
or  (b)  Book  Selection.  Guides  to  books.  Methods  of  selection. 
Annotation  and  other  methods  of  promoting  study.  Candi 
dates  to  be  able  to  draw  up  introductory  courses  of  reading 
on  any  important  subject,  e.g.,  those  named  in  Dewey's 
chief  headings. 

III.  (a)  Elementary  Science  or  (b)  Classification  :— 

(a)  Elementary    Scienu.      Mathematics,  Chemistry,    Physics, 
Botany,  Zoology,  or  Geology  (one  subject  only), 
or  (b)  Classification.^ 

IV.  Cataloguing.^ 

V.  Library  History  and  Organisation.' 
VI.  Practical  Library  Administration.' 

Final  Course  (for  Diploma). 

The  candidate  must  show  satisfactory  knowledge  of  at  least  one 
among  the  following  subjects :  i.  Modern  literature  ;  a.  Ancient  litera- 
ture ;  3.  Bibliography ;  4.  Science ;  or  5.  History,  Geography  and  Soci- 

'  As  in  the  present  syllabus. 
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ology ;  and  must  present  a  thesis  or  essay,  showing  original  thought,  on 
an  approved  subject,  coming  within  the  purview  of  one  of  these  subjects. 
Candidates  must  have  passed  in  the  Advanced  Course  before  they  can 
enter  for  the  Final  Course. 

I.  Modem  Literature:  (a)  General  European  literature,  including 
outlines  of  Classical  literature,  and  (b)  any  two  of  the  folloMring  groups : — 

1.  French  Language  and  Literature,    Translation  of  passages 

from  prescribed  authors  in  old  French.  Translation  from 
any  modern  authors.  History  of  French  literature,  in- 
cluding forms  and  editions,  and  relations  to  other  litera- 
tures, including  translations  into  English.  Bibliography 
of  French  literature,  knowledge  of  important  collections 
of  French  literature  in  England,  and  ot  any  libraries  con- 
taining MSS.  and  early  printed  books  in  French.  Know- 
ledge of  libraries  in  France.  History  of  research  and 
critical  theories  respecting  French  literature  (candidate 
to  be  able  to  draw  up  courses  of  study  on  any  portions 
of  the  subject). 

2.  German ;  3.  Italian ;  4.  Spanish ;    5.  Scandinavian ;   or  6. 

Slavonic  language  and  literature  on  similar  lines. 
7.  Latin  language  and  literature  [see  Section  IL] ;  8.  English 
language  and  literature,  including  an  elementary   know- 
ledge of  Anglo-Saxon  and  Middle  English. 
IL  Ancient  Literature :  (a)  Outlines  of  classical  literature,  including 
translations  into  English,  and  (6)  any  two  of  the  following  groups : — 

1 .  Latin  Language  and  Literature,   Translation  of  passages  from 

Classical  authors  (Lucretius  to  Martial).  History  of  Latin 
literature.  Relations  of  Latin  to  other  literatures.  Modem 
editions  of  Latin  authors,  and  translations  into  English. 
Outlines  of  history  of  Latin  MSS.  and  of  research  and 
critical  theories  respecting  Latin  literature  (candidate  to 
be  able  to  draw  up  courses  of  study).  Bibliography  of 
works  printed  in  Latin.  Knowledge  of  most  important 
collections  of  MSS.,  etc. 

2.  Mediaval  Latin  Language   and    Literature;    3.    Greek;   4. 

Hebrew;  5.  Sanskrit;  6.  Old  Norse;  or  7.  Celtic  Language 
and  Literature. 

III.  BibUoeraphy :  (a)  Outlines  of  ancient  and  modern  literature, 
including  translations  into  English.  (6)  Palaeography.  History  of  ty^o- 
graphy.  Theoretical  and  practical  classification.  Theory  and  practice 
of  cataloguing.  History  of  book  production  and  of  libraries.  History 
of  bibliographies,  (c)  Latin  language,  including  Mediaeval  Latin.  Trans- 
lation from  easy  authors. 

IV.  History,  Geography  and  Sociology  (aX  (6),  (c),  and  {d) ;  (a)  One 
of  the  following:  i.  English  history;  2.  General  European  history;  3. 
Geography  and  history,  (b)  One  of  the  following:  i.  Political  economy; 
2.  Law ;  3.  Science  of  politics ;  4.  Theory  and  history  of  education. 
(c)  Bibliography  of  history,  Geography  and  Sociology,  including  a 
knowledge  of  the  chief  libraries  containing  materials  for  historical  and 
statistical  research,  (d)  History  of  research  and  critical  theories  dealing 
with  the  subjects  selected  (candidate  to  be  able  to  draw  up  courses  of 
study  in  History,  Geography  and  Sociology). 

V.  Science  (a),  (6),  and  (c) ;  (a)  Any  two  of  the  following :  i.  Pure 
mathematics,  or  2.  Applied  mathematics  (these  two  cannot  be  taken 
together) ;  3.  Physics ;  4.  Chemistry ;  5.  Geology ;  6.  Botany ;  7.  Zool- 
ogy ;  8.  Anthropology  and  folklore ;  9.  Mental  and  moral  science.  (6) 
History  of  science  and  scientific  theories  (candidate  to  be  able  to  draw 
up'courses  of  study  on  any  principal  branch  of  science),  (c)  Bibliography 
of  science,  and  knowledge  of  scientific  libraries. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  BILL. 
Memorandum. 

This  Bill  seeks  to  amend  those  sections  of  the  Public 
Libraries  Acts  (England,  Scotland  and  Ireland)  which  relate 
to  the  amount  of  the  rate  to  be  levied  for  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Acts. 
5  The  limit  of  one  penny  in  the  pound  imposed  upon  the 
library  rate  in  1855  still  remains ;  but  about  thirty  library 
districts  have  varied  the  principal  Acts  by  special  legislation 
giving  increased  rating  powers. 

In  consequence  of  the  extension  of  public  educational 
10   institutions — elementary,  technical,  and  secondary — the  de- 
mands upon  the  public  libraries  have  not  only  increased  but 
altered  in  character,  and  funds  are  necessary  to  meet  these 
demands. 

This  Bill  would  leave  each  district  to  decide  for  itself 
15  what  amount  shall  be  spent  upon  its  libraries,  and  would 
enable  such  places  as  desire  to  do  so  to  give  increased  support 
without  incurring  the  expense  of  a  local  Act. 

The  Bill  also  enables  a  County  Council  in  England  and 

Wales  to  adopt  the  Public  Libraries  Acts,  and  to  become  the 

20   library  authority  for  its  own  administrative  county,  but  it 

exempts  districts  already  rated  for  library  purposes  from  any 

library  rate  levied  by  the  County  Council. 

The  Bill  also  enables  a  County  Council  to  agree  with  the 

library  authority  of  an  adjoining  district  for  the  common 

25   use  of  the  library,  etc.,  by  the  inhabitants  of  both  districts. 

The   Bill  also  proposes  to  exempt  public  libraries  and 

other  buildings  provided  under  the  Public  Libraries  Acts 

from  local  rates.     It  has  generally  been  understood  that 
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these  buildings  were  exempt  from  rating,  but  it  is  desirable 
to  make  the  position  clear. 

The  Bill  further  provides  that  any  library  authority  may 
expend  such  sums  of  money  as  they  may  deem  fit  out  3f  the 
library  rate  for  the  provision  of  lectures  or  exhibits.  5 


ARRANGEMENT  OF  CLAUSES. 

Clause 

1.  Short  title  and  construction. 

2.  Removal  of  limitations  of  expenditure. 

3.  County  Councils  to  be  library  authorities. 

4.  Exemption  of  District  in  which  principal  Act  is  adopted. 

5.  Provision  as  to  agreements  with  other  authorities.  10 

6.  Exemption  from  rating  of  libraries,  etc. 

7.  Provision  as  to  payment  for  lectures  or  exhibits  out  of 
library  rate. 

8.  Definitions. 

g.  Repeal.  15 

Schedule. 
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A 
BILL 

TO 

Amend  the  Acts  relating  to  Public  Libraries,  a.d.  1906. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  present  Parliament 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows : — 
5         1.  This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  Public  Libraries  Act,  Short  tiUe 
1906,  and  shall  be  construed  as  one  with  the  Public  Lib-JJ^^ 
raries  Acts,  1892  to  1901,  the  Public  Libraries  (Scotland) 
Acts,  1887,  1894  and  1899,  and  the  Public  Libraries  (Ire- 
land) Acts,  1855  to  1902. 
10         2.  Where  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  are  already  adopted  Removal 
(whether  with  or  without  any  limitation  of  the  rate),  or  may  ^^jjjj*^^' 
after  the  passing  of  this  Act  be  adopted,  in  any  district  the  expendi- 
library  authority  may  levy  a  rate  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  for  the  amount  of  their  expenses 
15   in  each  financial  year  or  half-year,  and  any  limitation  in  any 
Act  of  Parliament  of  the  expenditure  or  of  the  rate  to  be 
levied  by  a  library  authority  is  hereby  repealed. 

3.  (i)  For  the  purposes  of  the  principal  Act  and  subject  County 
to  the  provisions  thereof  every  administrative   county  inJ^J"^/^. 
20   England  and  Wales  shall   be  a  library  district,  and  theraryau- 
County  Council  of  such  administrative  county  shall  be  a    °'*  ^* 
library  authority. 

(2)  The  principal  Act  may  be  adopted  for  the  administra- 
tive county  or  any  part  thereof  by  a  resolution  of  the  County 
25  Council  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  County  Council,  and  three 
months  before  the  meeting  special  notice  of  the  meeting  and 
of  the  intention  to  propose  the  resolution  shall  be  given  to 
every  member  of  the  Council  and  the  notice  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  been  duly  given  to  a  member  of  it,  if  it  is  either — 
30  (a)  given  in  the  mode  in  which  notices  to  attend  the 

meeting  are  usually  given  :  or 

(6)  where  there  is  no  such  mode,  then  signed  by  the 
clerk  of  the  County  Council,  and  delivered  to  the  mem- 
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A«D.  1906. 


Exemp- 
tion of 
district  in 
which  the 
princii>al 
Act  is 
adopted. 


Provision 
as  to 
agree- 
ments 
with  other 
author- 
ities. 


ber  or  left  at  his  usual  or  last  known  place  of  abode  in 
England  or  Wales,  or  forwarded  by  post  in  a  prepaid 
letter  addressed  to  the  member  at  his  usual  or  last  known 
place  of  abode  in  England  or  Wales. 

(3)  The  resolution  shall  be  published  by  advertisement  in   5 
some  one  or  more  newspapers  circulating  within  the  admini- 
strative county  and  notice  shall  be  given  to  every  urban  dis- 
trict and  rural  district  council  whose  district  or  part  of  whose 
district  would  be  assessed  to  the  library  rate  and  otherwise 

in  such  manner  as  the  County  Council  shall  consider  suffi-   10 
cient  for  giving  notice  thereof  to  all  persons  interested,  and 
shall  come  into  operation  at  a  time  not  less  than  one  month 
after  the  first  publication  of  the  advertisement  of  the  resolu- 
tion as  the  County  Council  may  by  the  resolution  fix. 

(4)  A  copy  of  the  resolution  shall  be  sent  to  the  Local   15 
Government  Board. 

(5)  A  copy  of  the  advertisement  shall  be  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  the  resolution  having  been  passed  unless  the  contrary 
be  shewn :  and  no  objection  to  the  efifect  of  the  resolution  on 
the  ground  that  notice  of  the  intention  to  propose  the  same  20 
was  not  duly  given,  or  on  the  ground  that  the  resolution  was 
not  sufiiciently  published  shall  be  made  after  three  months 
from  the  date  of  the  first  advertisement. 

4.  Where  the  principal  Act  has  been  adopted  or  is  adopted 
for  any  urban  district  or  parish  within  the  administrative  25 
county,  and  in  which  a  library  rate  is  levied  by  a  library 
authority,  such  urban  district  or  parish  shall  be  exempted 
from  payment  of  the  Public  Libraries  rate  levied  by  the 
County  Council. 

5,  Where  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  have  been  or  shall 
be  adopted  in  any  administrative  county  or  part  thereof,  or  in 
any  urban  district  or  parish  within  the  same,  or  in  any  two 
adjacent  administrative  counties,  or  in  one  administrative 
county  and  the  district  immediately  adjacent,  the  Library 
authorities  of  these  districts  may  make  arrangements  for  35 
carrying  the  Act  into  execution  either  by  combination  or 
otherwise  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Libraries 
Amendment  Act,  1893,  section  four. 
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6.  No  library  authority  or  person  shall  be  assessed  orA.D.  1906. 
rated  to  or  for  any  local  rate  in  respect  of  any  land  or  build-  Excmp- 
ings  used  exclusively  under  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  or  rating  of 
under  any  local  Act  as  a  public  library,  public  museum,  ^'J*^*"*®* 

5  school  for  science,  art  gallery,  or  school  for  art,  or  where  part 
only  of  a  building  is  used  for  any  of  such  purposes  in  respect 
of  such  part  thereof. 

7.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  Library  authority  to  expend 
out  of  the  library  rate  such  moneys  as  they  shall  deem  fit 

10   for  the  provision  of  lectures  or  exhibits. 

8.  In   this  Act   the  word   ** district"   means  any  city, Dcfini- 
b6rough,  burgh,  urban  district,  library  district,  parish,  or^®"®' 
other  area  or  areas  in  which  the  Public  Libraries  Act  (Ire- 
land), 1855,  the  Public  Libraries  Consolidation  (Scotland) 

15   Act,  1887,  or  the  Public  Libraries  Act,  1892,  may  be  adopted. 
The   words    "  library   authority "    mean  the    authority 
authorised  to  levy  the  rate  under  the  Public  Libraries  Acts 
in  any  district. 

The  words  "  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  "  mean,  as  regards 
20   England  and  Wales,  the  Public  Libraries  Acts,  1892  to  1901, 
as  regards  Scotland,  the  Public  Libraries  (Scotland)  Acts, 
1887,  1894  and  1899,  and  as  regards  Ireland,  the  Public  Lib- 
raries (Ireland)  Acts,  1855  to  1902, 

The  words  "  principal  Act "  mean  the  Public  Libraries 
25   Act,  1892. 

The  words  "  local  rate  "  mean  any  rate  the  proceeds  of 

which  are  applicable  to  public  local  purposes,  and  which  is 

leviable  on  the  basis  of  an  assessment  in  respect  of  the  yearly 

value  of  property,  and  includes  any  sum  which,  though  ob- 

30  tained  in  the  first  instance  by  a  precept,  certificate,  or  other 

instrument  requiring  payment  from  some  authority  or  officer,  is 

or  can  be  ultimately  raised  out  of  a  local  rate  as  before  defined. 

The  expression  "  administrative  county  "  means  the  area 

for  which  a  County  Council  is  elected  in  pursuance  of  the 

35   Local  Government  (England  and  Wales)  Act,  1888,  but  does 

not  include  the  administrative  County  of  London  or  a  county 

borough. 

9.  The  Acts  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  this  Act  are  Repeal, 
hereby  repealed  to  the  extent  specified  in  the  third  column 
40  of  that  Schedule. 


59a 


A.D.  Z906. 


Public  Libraries  Bill, 
SCHEDULE. 


[6  Edw.  7.] 


Session  and 
Chapter. 


z8  &  zg  Vict, 
c  4a 
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57  &  58  Vict. 
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Short  Title. 


The  Public  Libraries 
(Ireland)  Act,  1855. 


The  Public  Libraries 
Amendment     Act, 

1877. 
The  Public  Libraries 
Consolidation 
(Scotland)        Act, 
1887. 


The  Public  Libraries 
Act,  1892. 


The  Public  Libraries 
Amendment  Act, 
1893. 


The  Public  Libraries 
(Ireland)  Act,  1894. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


In  section  eight,  the  words  '*in  any 
"borough  or  town  in  any  one  year 
"  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  shall  not 
"  exceed  Uie  sum  of  one  penny  in  the 
"  pound,  and  " 

Section  two. 


In  section  eight,  the  words  *'  the  amount 
"of  the  library  rate  to  be  levied  in 
'*any  year  shall  in  no  case  exceed 
"  the  sum  of  one  penny  in  the  pound 
"of  yearly  rent  or  annual  value  ai 
"  appearing  by  the  valuation  roll,  and  " 

In  section  fourteen,  the  words  "a  sum 
"  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  the 
"  capital  sum  represented  by  one-fourth 
"part  of  the  library  rate  authorised 
*'by  this  Act,  capitalised  at  the  rate 
"of  twenty  years*  purchase  oi  such 
"sum";  and  the  words  **but  so  that 
"the  whole  sum  borrowed  at  any  one 
"  time  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of 
"the  said  capital  sum  after  deducting 
"therefrom  any  sums  set  apart  as  a 
"  sinking  fund  as  hereinafter  provided.'* 

Section  two. 

Section  twenty- nine. 

In  section  three,  the  words  *'  (b)  the  fixing, 
"raising,  and  removing  ot  any  limita- 
"  tion  on  the  maximum  rate  to  be  levied 
*<  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  and  " 

In  sub-section  two  of  section  three,  the 
words  "  but  the  said  authority  shall  not 
"  ascertain  the  opinion  of  the  voters  on 
"any  question  with  respect  to  any 
"  limitation  of  the  rate  unless  required 
"to  do  so  by  the  requisition  or  with 
"respect  to  any  limitation  of  the  rate 
"  other  than  the  limitations  specified  in 
"this  Act." 

In  sub-section  five  of  section  three,  the 
words  "or  upon  a  question  as  to  the 
"  limitation  of  the  rate." 

In  section  two,  the  words  "subject  to 
"  the  conditions  contained  in  the  second 
"  section  of  that  Act " ;  also  the  words 
"and  the  limitation  of  the  maximum 
"rate  to  be  levied  for  the  purposes  of 
"  that  Act  may,  within  the  limits  fixed 
"by  that  Act,  be  fixed,  raised,  or  re- 
"  moved." 

In  section  one,  the  words  in  sub-section  one, 
"and  the  limitation  of  the  maximum 
"  rate  to  be  levied  for  the  purposes  there- 
"  of  may  within  the  limits  fixed  thereby 
"be  fixed,  raised,  and  removed";  and 
the  words  in  sub-section  eight  "  or  opon 
"  a  question  as  to  the  limitation  of  the 
"rate." 
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PROFESSIONAL  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE, 

British. 

Library  World  and  Book  Selector  (September). 
Editorial :  at  Bradford. 

Duncan  (R.). — Standardisation  in  accession  methods. 
EwART  (S.  T.).— Our  poet  run  mad.  ^ 

Library  Assistant  (October). 

Roebuck  (G.  E.). — The  Library  Assistants'  Association. 

Museums  Journal  (September). 

SoRBY  (H.  C). — On  a  collection  to  illustrate  the  origin  and  structure 

of  rocks. 
Rowley  (F.  R.).— A  method  of  exhibiting  coins.    Notes  on  models 
of  protozoa. 

8UICK  (R.). — On  the  hanging  and  care  of  pictures. 
UBRDBN  (J.  E.).— A  method  of  preserving  tortoises. 

American. 

Library  Journal  (August,  September).    [For  August  contents  see  last 
month.] 

The  work  of  a  library  trustee.  I.  From  the  trustee's  point  of 
view,  by  J.  Patton.  II.  From  the  librarian's  point  of  view,  by 
H.  M.  Utley. 

Hassb  (A.  R.). — Building  up  a  public  document  collection. 

HovEY  (E.  C). — The  American  Library  Association  headquarters 
{illustrated). 

Neumann  (F.).— Cataloguing  of  early  printing  in  the  United  States. 

71.  W.  H.  Brett  writes  a  paper  on  library  architecture  from  the 
librarian's  point  of  view.  In  his  opinion  the  library  board  should  have 
charge  of  the  funds,  and  decide  the  character  and  purpose  of  the  library ; 
the  librarian  should  advise  as  to  what  is  necessary  to  carry  out  this 
purpose ;  and  the  architect  should  materialise  these  plans.  Good  work 
can  only  be  turned  out  by  cordial  co-operation  between  the  three.  The 
question  o{  permanence  is  of  importance.  It  is  a  question  whether  given 
a  fixed  sum  to  expend  it  is  not  better  to  build  a  larger  building  of  lighter 
construction  rather  than  a  smaller  and  more  massive  building  which 
is  liable  to  grow  out  of  date.  As  regards  safety  from  fire,  the  rare 
and  irreplaceable  should  be  protected  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  remainder 
can  be  covered  by  insurance.  Future  expansion  should  be  provided 
for  in  central  libraries,  though  not  in  branches.  Mobility  of  interior 
arrangements  is  advantageous,  as  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  what  line  of 
work  will  develop.  For  lighting,  daylight  should  be  admitted  much 
more  than  is  needed  on  sunshiny  days,  the  windows  being  shaded  at 
such  times.  Artificial  lighting  should  if  possible  be  diffused,  but  this 
plan  is  more  expensive. 
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72.  B.  R.  Green  in  his  paper  on  library  buildings  and  bookstacks 
remarks  that  usual  dimensions  are :  height  of  stories  7  feet,  space  be- 
tween ranges  2^  to  3  feet,  main  aisles  4  to  5  feet.  Observing  these  ele- 
ments the  bookstack  may  be  of  any  dimensions,  lateral  and  verticaL 
The  stack  may  be  at  some  distance  from  the  library  building  provided 
that  there  is  such  an  arrangement  as  a  communicating  tunnel  equipped 
with  rapid  transit  machinery,  telephones,  pneumatic  tubes,  etc.  Much 
space  and  money  have  been  expended  to  secure  daylighted  stacks,  but 
daylight  is  not  to  be  depended  on,  and  under  present  circumstances  in 
large  bookstacks  artificial  light  has  to  be  used  on  most  days  and  always 
at  night,  so  that  it  might  be  advisable  to  discard  daylight  and  substitute 
incandescent  electric  light.  The  bookstack  might  then  be  placed  in  the 
least  expensive  part  of  the  building,  without  the  expense  of  architectural 
treatment  and  regardless  of  fire,  since  it  might  be  surrounded  by  fire- 
proof walls  and  have  openings  only  at  the  top  and  bottom.  The  walls, 
if  the  stack  is  within  the  library  building,  are  not  indispensable  for  sta- 
bility, as  the  stack  needs  only  a  firm  foundation. 

73.  J.  H.  Canfield  writes  the  first  of  the  articles  on  books  for  the 
foreign  population,  and  gives  figures  showing  that  in  1900  there  were 
in  New  York  1,270,080  foreign-born  persons  and  2,650,000  persons  of 
foreign  parentage.  In  every  public  library  of  every  such  city  there 
should  be  the  classics  of  several  foreign  languages,  and  also  simple 
books  in  the  various  languages  explaining  the  chief  laws  and  regulations 
of  the  locality,  with  some  authoritative  work  on  the  industrial  con- 
ditions of  the  country.  A.  E.  Bostwick  lays  stress  on  the  fact  that  it 
is  possible  to  supply  books  in  the  various  languages  where  they  are 
wanted,  because  at  first  people  of  the  various  nationalities  keep  together 
and  the  books  may  be  housed  in  the  branch  library  nearest  the  various 
districts.  This  has  not  been  found  to  hinder  the  acquisition  of  English 
by  the  immigrants.  J.  M.  Campbell  points  out  the  necessity  for  having 
good  English  grammars  in  the  various  languages. 

74.  H.  W.  Graver  writes  on  the  supply  and  use  of  technological 
books,  and  says  that  it  is  time  something  was  done  for  the  men  of  the 
community,  as  the  women  and  children  are  now  so  relatively  well  looked 
after.  It  is  possible  to  select  technical  works  without  special  knowledge 
by  the  use  of  the  various  aids,  reviews,  etc.,  but  the  reference  work  is 
very  difficult  unless  the  assistant  has  some  knowledge  of  technical  topics. 
In  large  libraries  this  can  be  secured  by  placing  on  the  staff  one  trained 
in  industrial  work.  Constant  buying  is  necessary  not  only  of  new  books 
but  of  new  editions  of  old  books.  Size  means  little  in  a  technological 
collection,  modernity  means  much.  Rudimentary  books  are  necessary 
as  well  as  advanced.  Periodicals  are  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
supplement  text-books  and  keep  them  up  to  date,  also  they  are  cheaper 
than  books.  In  small  libraries  an  arrangement  might  be  made  for  some 
one  having  the  proper  requirements  to  make  the  selection  for  a  number 
of  different  libraries,  bearing  in  mind  the  local  needs  of  each.  Also 
many  questions  from  the  reference  department  might  be  answered  by 
him. 

75.  W.  W.  Bishop  gives  an  instructive  paper  on  subject-headings  in 
dictionary  catalogues.  Ease  of  consultation  can  be  obtained  only  by 
careful  planning  and  strict  adhesion  to  previous  decisions.  One  great 
difficulty  is  that  fashions  in  nomenclature  change  rapidly,  e.g..  Mental 
Philosophy y  Natural  Philosophy ,  have  gone  out  of  use.  "  Catch-all "  head- 
ings should  be  avoided,  c.g.^  Practical  Piety  has  been  made  to  cover  all 
sociological  and  economical  works.  Headings  must  be  defined  and  the 
definitions  preserved ;  encyclopaedias  will  often  supply  good  models. 
The  principle  of  specific  entry  being  recognised,  general  headings  for 
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books  covering  a  limited  field  should  be  carefully  avoided.  Some  large 
subdivisions,  e.g.,  History ,  Essays,  may  be  used  without  violating  the 
principle.  Under  each  of  the  main  headings  thus  used  there  should  be 
a  caution  referring  the  searcher  to  particular  headings.  Form  divisions 
are  sometimes  very  useful  for  reference  work.  The  geographical  sub- 
division is  a  difficulty,  e.g.,  a  book  on  the  geology  of  Texas.  The  topic, 
i.e.,  geology,  is  the  more  natural  heading,  with  a  cross-reference  under 
Texas.  National  adjectives  should  be  used  only  for  the  respective 
languages  and  literatures,  otherwise  there  may  be  confusion  with  the 
various  institutions  whose  names  begin  with  those  adjectives.  **  See 
also"  entries  should  be  reduced  to  a  minimum.  In  historical  subjects 
sources  should  be  distinguished  from  treatises.  Cards  may  be  arranged 
chronologically,  the  most  recent  coming  first. 

German. 

Zentralblatt  fiir  Bibliothekswesen  (July- August). 

Seventh  Congress  of  German   librarians,  at  Berlin,  7th  and  8th 
June. 

76.  ScHWBNKB  (P.). — Presidential  address. 

77.  ScHNORR  V.  Carolspbld  (H.). — The  Munich  library  course. 
Maas  (G.)  and  Wolfsteio  (A.). — On  official  publications. 
Nabtbbus  (G.). — On  the  libraries  of  the  Prussian  University  In- 
stitutes. 

78.  B0Y8EN  (K.). — The  object  of  the  collective  catalogue. 

Zentralblatt  fur  Bibliothekswesen  (September). 

Simon  (H.). — The  library  of  the  technical  high  school  at  Danzig. 
Trommsdorfp  (P.). — £.  M.  Arndt  in  German  libraries  {continued). 

76.  The  President  reviews  various  events  of  the  year  in  the  German 
library  world.  The  Royal  Library  is  endeavouring  to  form  a  complete 
collection  of  German  music,  the  German  music  publishers  contributing 
their  new  publications  free.  Loan  of  books  from  a  distance  has  in- 
creased owing  to  the  reduction  in  the  rates  of  carriage,  which  has  even 
been  made  free  in  Baden.  By  the  settling  of  the  discount  question  in 
North  Germany  at  any  rate  the  buying  power  for  current  works  has 
been  decreased,  and  in  addition  the  price  of  old  books  has  gone  up 
enormously.  There  is  no  law  to  prevent  their  export.  By  having  a 
union  catalogue  it  would  be  possible  to  find  out  whether  copies  or 
rarities  were  in  any  of  the  principal  libraries.  If  not  they  could  be 
bought  in,  and  also  the  needless  purchasing  of  duplicates  would  be 
avoided.  The  question  of  interchange  of  works  of  "  source  "  or  archivial 
interest  will  have  to  be  faced.  Public  interest  in  libraries  must  be 
roused,  as  private  benefactions  as  well  as  public  funds  are  necessary 
for  their  well-being. 

77.  In  Bavaria  new  regulations  have  just  been  issued  for  admission 
to  librarianship.  The  technical  course  can  only  be  entered  for  bv 
those  who  have  passed  a  State  examination  after  four  years  at  a  high 
school.  This  is  only  dispensed  with  in  the  case  of  older  men  with 
special  knowledge,  e.g.,  of  Orientalia.  The  course  lasts  one  and  a  half 
years,  of  which  the  last  nine  months  must  be  spent  at  the  State  Lib- 
rary, Munich.  The  first  course  of  lectures  extended  from  October, 
1905,  to  April,  1906.  The  subjects  were  Cataloguing  (i«  hours).  General 
Bibliography  and  Biography  (labours).  Special  ditto  (la  hours).  Classi- 
fication (i2  hours),  Reference  work  (la  hours).  Binding  and  Loans 
(8  hours).  Languages  (9  hours).  History  of  Printing  (29  hours),  Publishing 
^11  hours),  Copyright  Deposit  (i  hour).  Library  History  (8  hours),  Manu- 
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scripts  (13  hours),  Library  Construction  (8  hours),  Autographs  (2  hours). 
Music  (2  hours).  After  this  course  comes  training  in  the  secretariat 
and  experience  in  the  magazine-room.  Too  much  was  admittedly  com- 
pressed into  a  short  space  of  time,  and  in  future  it  will  be  extended 
more  over  the  whole  course.  Thus  Bibliography  and  Cataloguing  will 
be  taken  in  the  first  half  and  only  dealt  with  summarily  in  the  lectures. 
In  the  examination  the  written  part  occupied  two  hours  and  included 
the  cataloguing  of  three  modern  German  books,  one  French  (modem) 
and  one  Luther  work.  The  writer  points  out  in  conclusion  that  it  is 
no  use  to  increase  only  the  scientific  part  of  the  library  staff,  but  men 
are  wanted  who  while  possessing  library  training  will  do  the  mechanical 
part  of  the  work. 

78.  Boysen  brings  forward  again  the  subject  of  the  collective  or 
union  catalogue  of  German  libraries.  His  proposals  are  that  the  MS. 
collective  catalogue  be  continued  as  before,  but  extended  to  all  large 
German  libraries.  The  annual  printing  of  accessions  to  the  Royil 
Library,  Berlin,  also  to  be  continued  as  before.  When  the  MS.  catalogue 
is  complete,  printing  should  be  begun,  and  it  should  be  produced  in  book 
form  with  leaves  printed  on  both  sides  and  also  on  one  side.  The 
supplementary  catalogue  should  be  begun  at  the  same  time,  and  issued 
in  slip  form  (cards)  and  also  in  book  form.  Each  library  draws  up  its 
own  supplementary  list,  and  receives  the  printed  entries  in  book  or  card 
form  as  desired.  The  number  registers  attached  to  the  collective  cata- 
logue indicate  in  what  libraries  individual  books  are  to  be  found.  The 
supplementary  catalogue  is  to  be  brought  together  in  book  form  in  about 
fifty  years.  No  classified  collective  catalogue  is  to  be  issued.  A  user 
would  thus  have  a  printed  alphabetical  catalogue  of  the  possessions  of 
all  the  chief  German  libraries,  the  added  shelf-mark  indicating  the  pos- 
session of  the  individual  library.  For  the  completion  of  the  sjrstem  a 
general  loan  interchange  among  libraries  is  to  be  looked  for.  The 
smaller  libraries  in  local  groups  should  appeal  first  to  the  medium  lib- 
raries and  these  in  case  of  necessity  to  the  central  libraries.  The  ad- 
vantage of  the  scheme  above  outlined  is  that  the  various  libraries  retain 
their  individuality  and  are  developed  organically  instead  of  undergoing 
a  sudden  upheaval. 

Italian. 

La  BibliofiUa  (September). 

CiAMPOLi  (D.).--The  statutes  of  Galeotto  d'Oria  in  fragments  of  a 
Sardinian  manuscript  of  the  fourteenth  century  (iUustraUd). 

Bohemian. 

Ceskd  Osveta.    Vol.  iii.     Pt.  i  (October). 

79.  ToBOLKA  (Z,  v.). — Austrian  bibliography. 

80.  WiRTH  (Z.).— The  reference  library  at  Prague. 
SrImek  (P.). — The  free  public  library  in  Louny. 

ZivNY  (L.  J.). — Classification  of  books.     Part  classification  systems. 

79.  There  is  no  scientific  bibliography  in  Austria- Hungary  except 
the  Bohemian.  In  order  to  bring  one  into  being,  an  enactment  is  neces- 
sary that  all  the  State  libraries  (being  copyright  depositories)  should 
publish  yearly  lists  of  books,  periodicals,  etc.,  received  from  their  districts. 

80.  The  reference  library  for  useful  arts  at  Prague  is  situated  in  the 
Art  and  Industrial  Museum.  It  was  founded  in  1897,  ^^^  i^^w  contains 
8,907  vols,  and  33,858  illustrated  sheets  in  the  art  collection.  The  read- 
ing-room is  a4'8  m.  long  by  9  m.  broad,  is  well  lighted  by  electricity 
and  provides  accommodation  for  about  100  readers. 


NOTES  AND  NEWS. 

Readers  are  desired  to  address  communications  for  the  Notes  and  News 
section  (Adoptions,  Benefactions,  New  Buildings,  Notes  on  Library  Practice^ 
Appointments,  Obituaries)  to  Mr.  Henry  Bond,  Whitcomb  House^  WhUcomb 
Strut,  PaU  Mall  East,  S,  W. 

ADOPTION. 

DYCE. — The  householders  of  Dyce,  as  the  result  of  a  poll,  recently 
decided  to  adopt  the  Public  Libraries  Acts;  220  voted  in  favour,  24 
against. 

BENEFACTIONS. 

CARLOW.— Mr.  Carnegie  some  time  ago  offered  to  the  Carlow 
Urban  District  Council  £1,250  for  the  erection  of  a  library  on  condition 
that  the  penny  rate  is  levied,  and  a  sum  of  £500  raised  for  the  upkeep 
of  the  library.  As  a  result  of  a  second  application  to  Mr.  Carnegie, 
he  has  now  made  an  unconditional  offer  of  £950. 

DUBLIN. — For  the  erection  of  two  libraries  in  the  district  of  Kilter- 
nan,  County  Dublin,  Mr.  Carnegie  has  offered  ;£'i,200. 

DYCE. — On  condition  that  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  are  adopted, 
Mr.  Carnegie  has  offered  to  give  the  sum  of  £800  for  the  erection  of  a  lib- 
rary building  at  Dyce. 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS.— Mr.   Carnegie    has  offered   to  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Llandrindod  Wells  the  sum  of  £1,500  for  the 
erection  of  a  public  library.    As  the  Acts  were  adopted  some  years  ago,  • 
and  the  Council  is  already  in  possession  of  a  site  available  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  library,  the  offer  has  been  accepted. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE— The  Newcastle  City  Council  received 
recently  a  letter  from  Sir  Benjamin  Browne  stating  that  his  nephew, 
Mr.  F.  B.  Atkinson,  of  Gallowhill,  was  prepared  to  present  a  site  of  600 
square  yards  for  the  Carnegie  Library  at  Benwell.  It  was  agreed  to 
accept  the  generous  offer. 

ST.  ANDREWS.— Mr.  Carnegie  has  offered  £10,000  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  an  addition  to  the  University  Library  of  St.  Andrews. 

SUNDERLAND.— Mr.  J.  G.  Addison  has  offered  to  defray  the  cost 
of  a  site  for  a  branch  library  at  Monkwearmouth. 

WORTHING.— Mr.  Carnegie  has  added  to  his  contribution  of 
;^5,ooo  a  further  £soo  to  meet  the  additional  cost  of  the  new  public 
library  building.  An  anonymous  donor  has  also  offered  to  provide  a 
building  for  the  art  gallery  and  museum,  stipulating  only  that  it  be 
erected  at  the  same  time  as  the  library,  and  not  opened  on  Sunda3rs. 
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NEW  BUILDINGS  AND  EXTENSIONS. 

ABERGAVENNY.— The  Public  Library  at  Abergavenny  was 
opened  by  the  Marquis  of  Abergavenny  on  the  8th  September.  The 
ceremony  was  also  attended  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  the  Lady  Mayoress, 
and  one  of  the  Sheriffs  of  London. 

ANNAN.— On  the  nth  October  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Lore- 
burn,  opened  the  Public  Library  at  Annan.  He  was  presented  pre- 
viously with  the  freedom  of  the  Royal  burgh,  he  having  represented, 
before  his  elevation  to  the  woolsack,  the  Dumfries  district  in  Parliament 
for  twenty  years.  In  the  course  of  his  opening  speech  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor said  Mr.  Carnegie  had  great  wealth,  but  he  also  had  a  spirit  of 
generosity  and  discretion  in  the  bestowal  of  it.  For  his  part  he  did  not 
know  of  any  way  in  which  a  man  could  better  serve  his  countrymen 
than  by  placing  knowledge  within  their  reach.  No  matter  what  point 
of  view  one  took,  or  what  opinion  one  might  hold,  the  real  enemy  of 
the  human  race  was  ignorance.  Until  public  libraries  were  started 
there  were  many  who  had  the  necessary  taste  and  time,  but  who  had 
not  the  opportunity  of  self-education  ;  that  was  why  he  thought  libraries 
were  of  so  great  importance  and  would  play  so  useful  a  part  in  the  future 
of  this  country. 

ARNOLD. — The  Public  Library  at  Arnold,  Nottinghamshire,  was 
declared  open  on  the  27th  October  by  Sir  Charles  Seely.  The  ceremony 
was  presided  over  by  Alderman  R.  Mellors,  and  a  statement  on  the 
library  movement  made  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee, 
Councillor  H.  Heath. 

BRIDGEWATER.— On  the  20th  September  the  new  building  ot 
the  Bridge  water  Public  Library  was  declared  open  by  His  Worship  the 
Mayor,  Alderman  H.  W.  Pollard.  Interesting  and  appropriate  addresses 
were  delivered  by  the  Mayor  and  Dr.  W.  L.  Winterbotham,  J.  P. 

DARWEN. — The  foundation-stone  of  the  new  building  for  the 
Darwen  Public  Library  was  laid  on  the  22nd  September  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Library  Committee,  Councillor  Ralph  Yates.  The  ceremony 
was  presided  over  by  the  Mayor,  Councillor  T.  P.  Da  vies.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Carnegie  for  his  gift  of  jf'iOyOOO  was  moved  by  Councillor 
Yates  and  seconded  by  Dr.  Ballantyne. 

ECCLES— The  foundation-stone  of  the  Eccles  "Public  Library 
was  laid  on  the  29th  September  by  the  Mayor,  Alderman  Schofield. 
Councillor  E.  Potts,  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee,  presided,  and 
in  the  course  of  an  excellent  speech  traced  the  growth  of  the  library 
movement  in  the  borough. 

HASLINGDEN.— The  Reading  Department  of  the  Public  Library 
at  Haslingden  was  formally  opened  to  the  public  on  the  nth  October. 
It  contains  about  4,000  volumes.  The  newsroom  has  been  opened  for 
some  time. 

ISLINGTON.~The  first  Public  Library  in  Islington,  the  North 
Branch,  was  opened  on  the  20th  September  by  the  Mayor,  Alderman 
Henry  Mills.  The  Chairman  of  the  Libraries  Committee,  Councillor 
T.  F.  Bryen,  presided,  and  in  the  course  of  an  interesting  speech  spoke 
of  the  development  of  the  library  movement  in  the  borough,  and  their 
policy  in  regard  to  the  libraries,  specially  mentioning  the  decision  not  to 
provide  newsrooms  and  to  exclude  all  daily  papers  except  The  Times 
and  the  Islington  Daily  Gazette.  Other  appropriate  speeches  were  de- 
livered by  the  Mayor,  Mr.  Evan  Spicer,  Chairman  of  the  London 
County  Council,  and  Mr.  David  Waterlow,  M.P. 
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KING'S  NORTON  AND  NORTHFIELD.— The  Public  Library 
for  the  village  of  Northfield  was  formally  opened  on  the  loth  September 
by  Mr.  Adkins.  The  Chairman  of  the  Libraries  Committee,  Councillor 
£.  A.  Olivieri,  presided  at  the  ceremony.  The  building  has  cost  ;^950, 
and  is  a  branch  of  the  King's  Norton  and  Northfield  group,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  which  Mr.  Carnegie  provided  ;f  12,500.  With  this  sum  three 
principal  libraries  have  been  erected,  two  branches  and  three  reading- 
rooms.  The  penny  rate  produces  annually  for  the  administration  of 
these  eight  buildings  about  ;^i,250.  King's  Norton  thus  presents  a  very 
interesting  case  of  the  provision  of  libraries  for  a  scattered  population, 
eight  separate  villages  in  the  Urban  District  being  served  by  the 
scheme. 

LIVERPOOL.— The  Hornby  Library  was  opened  on  the  36th 
October  by  Mrs.  M.  T.  Madden,  sister  of  the  late  Mr.  Hugh  F.  Hornby,' 
who  bequeathed  not  only  the  books  and  engravings  which  are  contained 
in  the  library,  but  ;f  10,000  for  a  fitting  building  in  which  to  store  and 
display  the  valuable  collection.  The  Hornby  Room  is  entered  from  the 
Picton  Reading-room — the  Public  Reference  Library  of  Liverpool — 
and  is  64  feet  long  and  38  feet  wide,  with  a  gallery  round.  The  guests 
on  the  occasion  were  received  by  Sir  William  Forwood,  and  the  Lord 
Mayor  presided. 

LLANGOLLEN. — An  interesting  ceremony  was  performed  at  Llan- 
gollen on  the  15th  October  when  the  Public  Library,  formed  twenty 
years  ago  by  the  liberality  of  Sir  Theodore  Martin,  Robert  Browning 
and  others,  was  formally  handed  over  to  the  Urban  District  Council  to 
form  the  nucleus  of  a  rate-supported  library.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Council,  Mr.  W.  B.  Roberts,  presided  at  the  ceremony,  and  Sir  Theodore 
Martin  was  the  principal  speaker.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  he  said 
their  duties  as  a  public  authority  did  not  terminate  with  seeing  that  the 
health,  the  physical  comfort  and  welfare  of  the  community  were  pro- 
vided for,  that  good  order  was  maintained  and  disorder  repressed. 
Their  minds  and  their  hearts  must  be  instructed,  and  how  could  this  be 
better  done  than  by  placing  at  their  disposal  the  means  of  learning  what 
the  best  men  by  their  example  and  the  sagest  thinkers  by  their  writings 
had  taught.  He  rejoiced  that  their  District  Council  had  determined 
that  the  library  should  not  in  future  be  dependent  upon  the  fluctuating 
good-will  of  individuals,  but  should  rest  upon  the  sure  basis  of  a  moder- 
ate rate  chargeable  to  the  whole  community. 

"In  that  library  there  was  a  multitude  of  books;  go  to  them,  give  to 
them  hours  of  thoughtful  study,  take  them  to  your  homes  as  masters 
and  friends,  and  you  will  find  both  by  their  percepts  and  the  lives  that 
they  depict  that  they  will  open  up  wide  views  of  history,  of  life,  its  pur- 
poses and  its  possibilities,  which,  taken  to  heart,  will  make  you  good 
citizens,  helpful  to  your  fellow-men,  and  able  when  you  grow  old  and 
look  back  on  the  story  of  your  past  to  do  so  with  some  hope  that  your 
years  have  not  been  wholly  misspent,  that  you  have  not  misused  or  left 
unused  the  gifts,  great  or  small  as  they  may  chance  to  be,  with  which 
you  have  been  sent  into  the  world." 

LONDON  UNIVERSITY.— On  the  26th  October  Lord  Rosebery, 
as  Chancellor  of  the  University,  performed  the  ceremony  of  opening  the 
University  Library.  A  brief  account  of  the  history  of  the  library  ap- 
peared in  The  Times  of  23rd  August  last.  The  ceremony  performed  by 
Lord  Rosebery  was  mainly  to  commemorate  the  great  addition  to  the 
library  of  the  Economic  collection  of  Prof.  Foxwell,  which  was  pur- 
chased for  ;f  10,000  by  the  Goldsmith  Company  and  presented  to  the  Uni- 
versity.    A  full  account  of  Lord  Rosebery's  speech,  which  includes  some 
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interesting  remarks  on  the  functions  of  a  library  and  on  obsolete  books, 
appears  in  The  Times  of  27th  October. 

MORLEY.—The  Public  Library  at  Morley  was  opened  on  the  ayth 
October  by  Mr.  Hall  Caine,  who  delivered  interesting  speeches  both  at 
the  opening  ceremony  and  at  the  dinner  to  which  he  was  subsequently 
entertained.  Councillor  B.  B.  Harker,  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Library 
Committee,  presided  at  both  functions,  and  *' Success  to  the  Library*' 
was  proposed  at  the  dinner  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Hand,  the  Leeds  City  Lib- 
rarian. Referring  to  the  library  movement  at  the  dinner,  Mr.  Hall 
Caine  said  it  had  been  open  to  the  objection  recently  urged  against  The 
Times  Book  Club,  that  it  encouraged  people  to  expect  their  reading  for 
nothing,  and  thereby  injured  the  profession  of  authorship  and  the  trade 
of  bookselling.  But  this  was  one  of  the  cases  in  which  theory,  however 
plausible,  conflicted  with  fact.  Nothing  was  more  sure  than  that  just 
where  the  library  was  most  active  there  the  trade  in  books  was  most 
brisk.  The  appetite  for  reading  grew  by  what  it  fed  upon.  Every 
good  book  that  was  read  created  a  desire  for  the  possession  of  books, 
and  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Authors  and  the  Associated  Booksellers 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  might  do  worse  in  their  own  interests  than 
subsidise  the  library  movement,  which  was  the  most  effectual  advertising 
medium  that  books  could  possibly  possess.  They  had  heard  a  good  deal 
about  book  trusts  in  the  recent  discussion  of  the  book  war;  but  even  if 
a  book  trust  should  be  established,  it  was  preposterous  to  suppose  that 
it  would  annihilate  the  bookseller  as  a  distributing  medium.  It  might 
alter  his  character  and  make  him  an  agent  instead  of  a  partner  of  the 
publisher,  but  it  could  no  more  wipe  him  out  than  great  newspaper 
trusts  could  wipe  out  the  newsagents.  Newsagents  had  increased  in 
number  and  prosperity  with  the  establishment  of  newspaper  combines, 
and  in  like  manner  a  book  trust,  if  it  ever  did  come  into  existence,  would 
assuredly  not  count  among  its  evils  that  of  decreasing  the  number  or 
the  prosperity  of  the  booksellers. 

PORTSMOUTH.— On  the  lath  September  Fratton  Branch  Library 
was  declared  open  by  the  Mayoress  of  Portsmouth.  This  is  the  fourth 
branch  library  at  Portsmouth,  and  towards  its  cost  Mr.  Carnegie  con- 
tributed ;f4,5oa 

RADCLIFFE.— The  foundation-stone  of  the  RadcliflFe  Public  Lib- 
rary was  laid  on  the  6th  October  by  Mr.  Andrew  Greenhalgh,  of 
Stand.    The  building  is  to  cost  £5,000,  provided  by  Mr.  Carnegie. 

ST.  PANCRAS.— The  first  of  the  St.  Pancras  Libraries,  the  High- 
gate  Branch,  was  formally  opened  on  the  i8th  October  by  the  Mayor, 
Councillor  George  Hickling.  The  ceremony  was  presided  over  by 
Councillor  H.  T.  Ashby,  Chairman  of  the  Education  and  Libraries  Com- 
mittee, who  made  an  interesting  statement  as  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Public  Libraries  Acts  in  St.  Pancras,  and  other  speakers  included  Mr. 
P.  W.  Wilson,  M.P.,  Councillor  Dr.  Beaton,  L.C.C.,  Mr.  D.  S.  Waterlow, 
M.P.,  and  Councillor  Barnes,  D.L.,  J. P.  In  consultation  with  the 
Borough  Librarian,  the  building  has  been  designed  by  the  borough 
engineer  and  erected  by  direct  labour  at  a  cost  of  ;£'4,ooo.  It  contains 
lending  department,  reading-room  and  children's  reading-room. 

SOUTHWARK.— On  the  loth  October  Lord  Rothschild  declared 
open  the  Cumming  Museum,  which  is  under  the  charge  of  the  Public 
Libraries  and  Museums  Committee  of  Southwark,  and  which  owes  its 
existence  to  the  generosity  of  the  late  Henry  Syer  Cumming,  who,  on 
his  death  in  1902,  bequeathed  to  his  native  parish  his  collection  of 
136,000  items,  together  with  a  sum  of  ;£'8,ooo  for  the  upkeep  of  the 
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Museum.  The  opening  ceremony  was  presided  over  by  Councillor  J. 
Mallen  Hall,  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

THORNS. — The  Thome  Public  Library  was  declared  open  on  the 
27th  September  by  Mr.  J.  Constable,  an  old  resident  of  the  town,  who 
was  for  many  years  head-master  of  the  Grammar  School,  and  who  is 
Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee.  Dr.  Arbuckle  presided  at  the 
ceremony.  The  building  has  cost  ;f  1,500,  provided  by  Mr.  Carnegie, 
and  the  penny  rate  produces  £'j'j  a  year. 

WESTMINSTER— The  Westminster  City  Council  have  under 
consideration  a  scheme  for  providing  at  Caxton  Hall  a  central  reference 
library,  consisting  of  the  40,000  volumes  which  are  at  present  spread  over 
the  three  branch  establishments  in  Great  Smith  Street,  Buckingham 
Palace  Road  and  St.  Martin's  Lane.  Mr.  John  Murray,  F.R.LB.A.,  has 
been  instructed  to  prepare  a  scheme,  in  consultation  with  the  officers, 
and  submit  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  carrying  out  the  necessary  struc- 
tural alteration  at  Caxton  Hall. 

It  has  long  been  recognised  by  the  Council  that  the  public  would 
materially  benefit  by  possessing  a  reference  library  which  is  complete 
under  one  roof,  rather  than  be  obliged  to  pursue  their  researches  in 
three  different  establishments,  as  at  present.  It  is  not  contemplated, 
however,  to  do  away  entirely  with  the  branch  reference  libraries,  which 
would  still  be  provided  with  directories  and  other  books  of  reference 
which  are  in  constant  demand.  At  present  a  large  number  of  works 
are  duplicated  in  the  branches,  but  the  suggested  scheme  would  avoid 
this,  as  well  as  provide  other  advantages.  It  is  also  proposed  to  house 
in  the  same  building  the  valuable  collection  of  engravings,  prints  and 
etchings,  illustrative  of  the  City's  past  history,  which  are  at  present  also 
divided  between  the  three. 

WIGAN.— The  foundation-stone  of  the  Pemberton  Branch  Library 
was  laid  on  the  lath  September  by  the  Mayoress  of  Wigan,  Mrs.  Hugh 
Ross.  After  the  ceremony  the  guests  were  entertained  at  luncheon  by 
the  Mayor.  Colonel  Harrington  proposed  the  toast  of  Mr.  Carnegie 
and  the  Earl  of  Ellismere,  the  donors  respectively  of  the  building  and 
the  site,  and  it  was  responded  to  by  Sir  William  H.  Bailey  who  also 
responded  to  a  subsequent  toast  to  **  Public  Libraries  and  the  Library 
Association,'*  moved  by  Councillor  S.  Wood. 

LIBRARY  PRACTICE. 

BOOTLE:  Interesting  Delivery  Station  Experiment,^ kX  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Bootle  Public  Library  Committee,  an  interesting  sug- 
gestion emanated  from  Councillor  Johnson,  having  for  its  objective  the 
expansion  of  the  usefulness  of  the  Public  Library  among  artisans.  It 
appears  that  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Johnson  Bros.,  Ltd.,  has  in  its  service 
a  lady  social  secretary,  whose  duty  it  is  to  take  a  living  interest  in  the 
social  concerns  of  the  female  employees.  The  lady  in  question,  having 
signified  her  willingness  to  act  as  a  guide,  philosopher  and  friend  to 
the  girls  in  literary  matters,  by  giving  helpful  advice  in  the  choice  of 
suitable  reading,  it  was  suggested  as  an  aid  to  the  efficient  carrying  out 
of  this  commendable  idea,  that  the  works  should  be  utilised  as  a  book 
delivery  station,  the  firm  named  undertaking  all  liability  in  respect  of 
the  books  loaned.  It  was  not  proposed  to  modify  the  existing  library 
rules  in  the  slightest  degree,  but  simply  to  use  the  works  as  a  convenient 
place  of  call  for  the  deposit  and  collection  of  books.  Seeing  that  the 
majority  of  the  females  therein  employed  are  resident  in  the  borough, 
and  that  the  assistance  proffered  them  is  likely  to  conduce  to  a  fuller 
appreciation  of  the  recreative  and   educational  value  of  books,   the 
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Borough  Librarian  was  authorised  to  give  effect  to  the  foregoing 
suggestion. 

CAMBER  WELL:  Library  Lectures, — A  Library  Readers'  Union  has 
been  formed  at  the  North  Camberwell  Library,  and  during  the  winter 
months  the  following  lectures,  mainly  dealing  with  some  great  writers 
of  the  Victorian  era  will  be  given.  Mr.  Frederick  Rogers  will  deliver 
the  inaugural  lecture  on  "  Charles  Dickens/'  on  Tuesday,  i6th  October, 
when  the  chair  will  be  taken  by  Councillor  F.  T.  Pexton,  Chairman  of  the 
North  Camberwell  Library  Committee.  The  remaining  lectures  will  be 
as  follows :  "  Bishop  Westcott,**  by  Rev.  W.  J.  Conybeare,  M. A.,  Head 
of  Cambridge  House,  Camberwell.  "  George  Meredith,"  by  Mr.  Arthur 
C.  Hayward.  "The  Birth  of  the  Moon,"  by  Mr.  Maxwell  Grant,  M.A., 
Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  "  Tennyson,"  by  Rev,  Edward 
Conybeare,  M.A.  "  Robert  Louis  Stevenson,"  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Newcombc, 
Librarian. 

HAMPSTEAD.— A  delivery  station  in  connection  with  the  Central 
Library  has  been  opened  near  Hampstead  Heath  Station.  Borrowers 
using  this  book  exchange  are  required  to  hand  in  a  signed  list  of  at 
least  ten  titles,  and  upon  calling  a  few  hours  later  receive  a  book  which 
in  the  meantime  has  been  obtained  from  the  Central  Library. 

HAWARDEN. — A  permanent  residence  for  the  Warden  and 
Students  of  St.  Deiniol's  Library  has  now  been  opened.  The  library 
collected  by  Mr.  Gladstone  was  placed  by  him  in  the  hands  of  trustees 
as  a  nucleus  of  an  institution  '*  for  the  effective  promotion  of  Divine 
learning" ;  and  in  1894  the  first  students  took  up  their  residence  there. 
A  permanent  building  was  begun  in  1899,  and  in  1902  St.  Deiniol's 
Library,  as  it  was  called,  was  formally  opened.  Roughly,  ^£'60,000  has 
been  spent  on  the  scheme,  ^£'40,000  by  Mr.  Gladstone  and  ^^10,000  by 
the  nation — part  of  the  national  memorial  to  the  founder — for  housing 
the  books^  and  the  remainder  by  Mr.  Gladstone's  family  for  housing  the 
men.  The  institution  is  open  to  reverent  students  of  every  class,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  founder's  hope  that  "  it  would  not  be  used  for  purposes 
hostile  to  the  Church  of  England";  and  it  maybe  described  in  Mrs. 
Drew's  words  in  a  pamphlet  on  the  library  written  by  her,  as  "  not  a 
school,  not  a  college  or  a  free  library,  in  the  ordinary  sense,  but  a  home 
for  mental  and  spiritual  refreshment  and  research  ". 

HUCKNALL  TORKARD,  NOTTS  :  Half-hour  Talks,— The  half- 
hour  talk  scheme  has  been  in  operation  here  for  many  years.  LaJst 
season's  talk  was  so  exceedingly  popular  that  they  had  to  be  provided 
nearly  every  week  during  the  winter  months. 

NOTTINGHAM:  University  College  and  Half-hour  Ta^s.— The 
Public  Library  and  the  University  College  work  hand  in  hand  in  many 
ways.  The  latest  development  is  the  preparation,  by  the  City  Librarian, 
of  "The  University  College  of  Nottingham  Book  Lists,"  of  which  two 
have  recently  been  printed.  These  lists  are  of  books  on  **  Japan  "  and 
"  Printing"  respectively,  which  are  available  in  the  Reference  Library 
and  Central  Public  Library,  both  of  which  are  located  in  the  University 
College  block  of  buildings.  A  "  Dante  "  book  list  was  issued  last  year. 
It  has  recently  been  decided  also  to  grant  to  students  of  the  College 
who  do  not  reside  in  Nottingham  the  privilege  of  obtaining  tickets 
enabling  them  to  borrow  books  other  than  fiction  from  the  Central 
Library  on  obtaining  the  usual  guaranty. 

The  seventeenth  season  of  literary  addresses — "  half-hour  talks  " — 
has  been  inaugurated  by  the  delivery  of  a  lecturette  on  "  Henry  Kirke 
White,"  the  young  Nottingham  poet,  by  the  City  Librarian,  at  the 
Mayfield  Grove  Reading-room,  on  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
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death  of  Kirke  White.  The  reading-room  mentioned  is  located  mid- 
way between  the  birthplace  of  the  poet  and  the  spot  where  he  wished 
to  be  buried. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  :  Book  Exhibits.— The  first  exhibition  of  books 
and  manuscripts  purchased  by  the  Sub- Librarian,  Mr.  P.  £.  Lewin, 
during  his  recent  visit  to  Europe  has  recently  been  held.  The  exhibit 
includes  thirteen  books  printed  before  1500,  and  generally  is  intended 
as  an  aid  to  students  of  printing  and  bibliography.  An  exhibit  is  to  be 
arranged  later  of  some  of  the  more  important  books  of  early  African 
travel,  also  recently  acquired. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

AGRICULTURAL  BIBLIOGRAPHY.— Librarians  interested  in 
early  English  agricultural  literature  would  do  well  to  note  the  series  of 
articles  which  have  appeared  in  the  Field  on  "  Old  Time  Agricultural 
Writers  ".  The  first  of  these  appeared  on  29th  August,  1903,  and  the  last 
published  to  date,  No.  23,  on  22nd  September,  190^.  Each  article  con- 
tains a  photographic  reproduction  of  the  title-page  of  some  work  of  the 
author  dealt  with. 

BIBLE  IN  IRISH.— The  Dublin  Public  Libraries  Committee  was 
recently  called  upon  by  the  Council  for  an  explanation  of  their  action  in 
accepting  copies  of  the  Irish  version  of  the  Bible  from  the  Hibernian 
Bible  Society.  A  special  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  to  consider 
the  matter,  and  a  statement  was  adopted  unanimously  in  which  the 
Committee  informed  the  Council  that  in  asking  the  Society  for  free 
copies  of  the  Irish  Bible,  they  acted  upon  their  consistent  principle  that 
the  public  libraries  should  be  public  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name,  and 
should  not  be  administered  in  any  narrow,  bigoted  or  ignorant  spirit 
The  statement  also  pointed  out,  regarding  the  accepted  volumes,  that 
the  Bedell  Bible  is  a  translation  of  the  "  Authorised  Version  " — an  edition 
of  which  in  English  is  already  in  the  libraries — that  the  Bedell  Bible 
is  the  only  available  edition  in  Irish  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  the 
only  edition  of  the  Old  Testament  in  Irish  which  has  existed  since 
Bishop  Bedell's  time ;  that  it  is  known  to  every  Gaelic  scholar  as  a 
standard  work ;  and  that  it  has  been  one  of  the  text-books  prescribed 
by  the  Royal  University  of  Ireland  in  the  Irish  course  for  their  examina- 
tions in  arts.  The  Irish  translations  of  the  New  Testament  by  Bishop 
O'Donnell  is  the  only  edition  of  the  New  Testament  in  Irish  and  is 
also  regarded  as  a  standard  work. 

This  report  was  adopted  by  the  Council^  with  a  few  dissentients, 
but  not  until  after  a  very  vigorous  discussion  in  which  the  Hibernian 
Society  was  charged  with  being  a  proselytising  body. 

DISCOUNT  QUESTION.— In  the  Publishers*  Circular  for  15th 
September  there  is  an  article  headed  **  The  international  Fight  Against 
the  Discount  Disease,'*  which  is  an  abstract  by  the  President  of  the 
Publishers'  Association  of  a  pamphlet  issued  by  the  Congris  Inter- 
national des  ^diteurs.  It  gives  a  short  account  of  the  rules  adopted  in 
various  countries  for  the  prevention  of  underselling,  and  is  well  worth 
careful  reading  by  librarians.  For  example,  under  the  heading  United 
States  there  is  the  following  statement :  **  Libraries  have  a  maximum 
discount  of  10  per  cent,  on  net  books,  and  33J  per  cent  on  others. 
(These  discounts  it  is  hoped  to  suppress.) "  An  excellent  comment  on 
this  statement  appears  m  The  Times  of  the  loth  October  under  the 
heading  "Net  Books  and  the  Public  Libraries". 

DISTRICT  AUDITING  EXTRAORDINARY.— That  the  powers 
and  duties  of  a  District  Auditor  were  wide  we  knew,  but  that  they 


6o4  The  Library  Association  Record. 

extended  to  the  vetoing  of  a  Public  Library  Committee's  selection  in 
the  purchase  of  books  is  news  to  us.  Yet  it  appears  that  at  Twickenham 
the  Auditor  has  objected  to  the  purchase,  and  purposes  to  disallow 
the  cost  of  a  copy  of  The  English  Dialect  Dictionary,  edited  by  Prof. 
Joseph  Wright.  The  dictionary  has  been  described  as  **the  greatest 
and  most  important  work  of  its  kind  ever  produced  in  any  country " . 
The  Twickenham  Library  Committee  considered  that  such  a  book 
might  very  properly  be  placed  upon  the  shelves  of  the  institution,  and 
no  one  who  knows  the  value  of  the  book  will  be  found  ready  to  blame  the 
Committee  for  its  action.  But  that  is  not  the  question  of  the  moment. 
The  question  rather  is,  should  a  District  Auditor  be  permitted  to  usurp 
one  of  the  chief  functions  of  a  Library  Committee  ?  There  is  trouble 
enough  to  persuade  men  of  literary  accomplishments  and  knowledge  of 
books  to  leave  their  reading  chairs  to  take  part  in  public  work ;  so  that 
it  does  seem  an  ill-considered,  as  well  as  an  unnecessary,  interference 
on  the  part  of  an  Auditor  to  take  upon  himself  to  supervise  a  Library 
Committee's  purchases.  A  District  Auditor  may  be,  indeed,  a  many- 
sided  man,  but  we  have  yet  to  learn  that  one  of  the  qualifications  for 
the  position  is  book  knowledge  sufficient  to  render  him  a  better  judge 
of  books  than  the  men  whom  the  ratepayers  select  for  the  duty.  It  is 
a  kind  of  dictatorship,  surely,  to  which  no  self-respecting  Library  Com- 
mittee men  ought  to  be  asked  to  submit.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
Auditor  has  exceeded  his  duty,  and  that  an  appeal  for  the  allowance  of 
the  charge  will  be  successful. 

MALONE  SOCIETY.— At  a  meeting  held  at  University  College 
on  30th  J  uly,  1906,  Dr.  Gregory  Foster  presiding,  there  was  founded  a 
Society  with  the  name  of  the  M alone  Society,  and  has  for  its  object  the 
production  of  accurate  copies  of  the  best  editions  of  early  plays,  with- 
out prejudice  to  any  further  development  of  scope  which  may  be  found 
advisable. 

An  Organising  Committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  draw  up  rules  for 
the  Society  to  receive  applications  for  membership  (at  an  annual  sub- 
scription of  one  guinea),  to  put  work  in  hand,  and  to  report  to  a  meeting 
of  the  Society  to  be  convened  this  month. 

The  first  subscription  will  cover  till  31st  December,  1907.  The 
amount  of  work  which  it  will  be  possible  to  issue  to  members  will,  of 
course,  largely  depend  on  the  number  of  subscriptions,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  it  may  be  possible  to  issue  on  an  average  one  play  for  every  twenty- 
five  members,  besides  carrying  on  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Society 
and  issuing  a  fly-sheet  dealing  with  matters  likely  to  be  of  interest  to 
members.  All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Provisional 
Honorary  Secretary,  W.  W.  Greg,  Park  Lodge,  Wimbledon,  S.W. 

PAPYRUS-GROWING  REVIVED.— Success  seems  to  have 
crowned  the  enterprise  of  Mr.  Smedley  Norton,  the  well-known  author 
and  explorer,  in  his  attempt  to  revive  the  papyrus -growing  industry  of 
Egypt,  which  has  been  extinct  for  over  a  thousand  years.  A  large  tract 
of  land  is  now  under  cultivation,  and  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the 
result  will  be  the  production  of  a  better  quality  of  paper  than  any  yet 
on  the  market,  at  a  much  cheaper  price. 

So  long  ago  as  the  seventh  century  papyrus-growing  was  a  staple 
industry  in  Egypt,  but  through  neglect  the  plant  ceased  to  grow.  What 
travellers  on  the  Nile  believe  to  be  papyrus  is  nothing  but  Nile  grass, 
which  is  quite  useless  for  the  manufacture  of  paper.  Mr.  Norton,  who 
has  explored  Egypt  successfully,  obtained  seed  from  remote  parts  of 
Syria  and  Palestine,  principally  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee 
and  the  river  Jordan.  Any  endeavour  to  cultivate  the  plant  there 
would  be  futile  for  commercial  purposes,  as  there  is  no  provision  for 
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the  transit  of  the  reed  to  the  coast  in  adequate  quantities.  A  specimen 
of  the  plant  which  was  successfully  raised  on  the  Nile  by  Mr.  Norton 
has  been  certified  by  Mr.  C.  B.  Clarke,  of  Kew  Gardens,  to  be  the  true 
papyrus,  and  after  exhaustive  experiments  Dr.  Querin  Weirtz,  consulting 
chemist  and  analyst  to  the  Paper- Makers'  Association  of  Great  Britain, 
has  produced  pulp  which  he  pronounces  admirable  for  paper- making, 
and  remarks  that  **  its  adoption  is  only  a  question  of  quantity  obtainable, 
price,  collection  and  freight ".  The  papyrus  plant  grows  in  water,  and 
ranges  from  seven  to  ten  feet  high.  Three  crops  can  be  gathered  in  the 
year,  and  all  that  the  plant  needs  is  irrigation  now  and  then.  This  will 
be  easy,  as  the  land  where  the  papyrus  is  growing  is  under  the  level  of 
the  Nile.  Experiments  have  proved  that  the  yield  of  papyrus  pulp,  after 
bleaching,  is  much  larger  than  that  of  esparto  pulp,  and  it  is  exceedingly 
strong. 

POSTAGE  ON  BOOKS  FOR  THE  BLIND.— Under  the  Bill 
which  has  just  passed  through  the  House  of  Commons,  power  is  given 
to  the  Postmaster-General  to  fix  special  rates  of  postage  in  respect  of 
books  and  papers  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  blind.  Acting  under  the 
authority  given  by  the  new  Act,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  proposes  to  give 
the  following  concessions,  and  to  introduce  the  following  regulations  in 
reference  to  the  postage  on  literature  for  the  blind.  The  limits  of  size 
and  weight  will  be  those  of  the  letter  post,  viz.,  a  limit  of  weight  of 
5  lb.  and  limit  of  size  2  ft.  by  i  ft.  by  i  ft.  These  limits  will  admit  any 
volume  in  Braille  or  other  blind  type.  The  rates  will  be :  For  packages 
weighing  up  to  2  oz.  (as  now),  id.  Up  to  and  not  exceeding  2  lb.  id.  Ex- 
ceeding 2  lb.  and  not  exceeding  5  lb.,  ijd.  The  lowest  rates  at  which 
such  literature  can  at  present  be  sent  (where  it  exceeds  2  oz.)  are  those 
of  the  parcel  post — vtz.,  3d.  for  a  packet  not  exceeding  i  lb.  in  weight ; 
4d.  for  a  packet  not  exceeding  2  lb. ;  5d.  for  under  3  lb. ;  6d.  for  under 
4  lb.,  and  6d.  for  under  5  lb.  (reduced  on  ist  July  last  from  7d.).  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  a  very  large  reduction  is  to  be  given  on  the  postage  of 
books  for  the  blind.  For  instance  the  charge  on  an  ordinary  single 
volume  in  Braille  type,  weighing  between  3  lb.  and  4  lb.  (a  common 
weight),  will  be  reduced  from  6d.  to  ijd.  The  charge  on  a  complete 
book,  which  consists  of,  say,  four  volumes  in  blind  type,  will  be  reduced 
from  at  least  is.  4d.  to  6d. 

SHAKESPEARE'S    "PASSIONATE    PILGRIME".— Messrs. 

Sotheby,  Wilkinson  &  Hodge  have  recently  sold,  by  private  treaty,  to 
an  American  collector,  a  copy  of  the  1612  edition  of  **  The  Passionate 
Pilgrime  **  for  the  very  high  sum  of  ^2,000.  The  only  other  example 
known  was  at  one  time  in  the  collection  of  Edmond  Malone,  and  is  now 
in  the  Bodleian  Library,  and  the  copy  which  has  just  gone  to  America 
was  the  property  of  Mr.  John  E.  T.  Loveday,  who  inherited  it,  and  who 
described  in  Notes  and  Queries  of  12th  August,  1882,  how  he  discovered 
it  **  in  a  dark  corner  behind  two  rows  of  books  ". 

SUTHERLAND  LIBRARY.— The  announcement  that  the  Tren- 
tham  Hall  Library  of  printed  books  and  manuscripts  is  to  come  into  the 
market  will  not  perhaps  occasion  much  surprise,  seeing  that  the  Duke 
of  Sutherland  has  been  compelled  to  abandon  as  a  residence  this  stately 
mansion.  The  library,  therefore,  will  be  sold  at  auction  by  Messrs. 
Sotheby,  Wilkinson  &  Hodge  on  19th  November,  and  five  following  days. 
It  is  not  a  library  of  rare  early  printed  books,  but  rather  the  accumula- 
tion of  various  generations  of  the  family,  and  comprises  fine  copies  of 
books  in  various  languages  on  a  great  variety  of  topics.  A  perfect  copy 
of  the  third  folio  Shakespeare,  1664,  is  one  of  the  chief  items. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Aldred  (Thomas). — Mr.  Thomas  Aldred,  Inspector  of  Public  Lib- 
raries, South wark,  has  been  appointed  first  Borough  Librarian,  Hackney. 

Brook  (H.  H.).— Mr.  H.H.  Brook,  Sub-Librarian,  Halifax,  has  been 
appointed  Librarian  of  the  Akroyd  Park  Branch  Library. 

EUiaon  (J.  B.). — Mr.  J.  B.  Ellison,  Assistant  Librarian,  Leeds  Insti- 
tute, has  been  appointed  Cataloguing  Assistant,  Leeds  Public  Libraries. 

Fairweather  (Miss  L.). — Miss  L.  Fairweather,  Assistant,  Kingston- 
on-Thames  Public  Library,  has  been  appointed  a  Senior  Assistant, 
Islington  Public  Libraries. 

Green  (Edward). — Mr.  Edward  Green,  Librarian  of  the  Akroyd  Park 
Branch  Library,  has  been  appointed  Librarian,  Halifax,  in  succession 
to  Mr.  J.  Whiteley,  whose  services  have  been  retained  as  a  Branch 
Librarian. 

Lillie  (Robert). — Mr.  R.  Lillie,  Assistant,  Middlesbrough,  has  been 
appointed  Assistant  Librarian,  Great  Western  Institute,  Swindon. 

McGill(W.).— Mr.  W.  McGill,  Assistant,  Mitchell  Library,  Glasgow, 
has  been  appointed  a  Branch  Librarian,  Islington  Public  Libraries. 

Mackenzie  (W.  Munro). — Mr.  W.  M.  Mackenzie,  Sub- Librarian, 
Aberdeen  Public  Library,  has  been  appointed  Librarian  of  the  Dun- 
fermline Public  Library,  an  appointment  made  by  the  Carnegie  Dun- 
fermline Trust. 

Maynard  (Edwin). — Consequent  upon  the  decision  of  the  Twicken- 
ham District  Council  to  appoint  a  younger  Librarian,  the  services  of 
Mr.  E.  Maynard,  the  present  Libranan,  have  been  retained  as  nominal 
Secretary  to  the  Public  Library  Committee. 

Sanderson  (Rupert). — Mr.  R.  Sanderson,  Senior  Assistant,  Central 
Library,  Bolton,  has  been  promoted  to  the  post  of  Assistant-in-charge 
at  the  same  Library. 

Smith  (H.  H.).— Mr.  H.  H.  Smith,  Assistant,  Wigan  Public  Library 
has  been  appointed  Librarian,  Hindley  Public  Library. 


OBITUARY. 

HUMPHERY  (George  Richard).— It  is  with  regret  that  we  an- 
nounce the  death  of  Mr.  Humphery,  which  occurred  at  New  Cross,  on 
17th  October,  after  a  lengthened  illness.  Mr.  Humphery  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Library  Association  for  many  years,  his 
membership  extending  from  1880  to  the  present  time.  He  was  chosen 
an  Auditor  in  1883,  and  retained  that  office  until  1900.  He  wrote  various 
papers  which  were  read  at  meetings  of  the  Association,  and,  with  Mrs. 
Humphery,  frequently  attended  the  Annual  Meetings,  their  last  appear- 
ance being  at  Cambridge  last  year.  For  a  long  period  Mr.  Humphery 
served  the  offices  of  Honorary  Librarian  and  Secretary  to  the  club  con- 
nected with  the  firm  of  Messrs.  F.  Braby  &  Co.,  whose  employ  he 
entered  in  1863.  He  was  also  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Historical  Society. 
The  funeral  took  place  on  22nd  October,  at  Deptford  Cemetery. 

J.  W.  KL 


RECENT  LIBRARY  PUBLICATIONS. 

Catalogues,  bulletins  and  other  publications  for  notice  under  this  heading 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Publications  Committee,  Library  Association, 
London  School  of  Economics,  Clare  Market^  London,  W.C.  After  notiu  such 
publications  will  be  placed  in  the  Association  Library. 

CATALOGUES. 

ABERDEEN.— Aberdeen   Public  Library.     Supplementary  catalogue 

of  the  lending  department.     1906.     386  pp. 

A  dictionary  catalogue  in  double  columns,  containing  all  books  added  since 
the  publication  of  the  general  catalogue  in  1898.  Annotations  are  given,  large 
subject  headings  subdivided,  and  the  contents  of  collected  works  set  out  From 
the  preface  we  learn  that  "  its  compilation  has  been  almost  wholly  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  W.  Munro  Mackenzie,  Sub-Librarian  '*. 

ASTON  MANOR.— Catalogue  of  the  central  lending  department  of 
the  Aston  Manor  Public  Library,  arranged  on  the  dictionary  plan. 
7th  edition.     1906.    458  pp. 

Previous  editions  have  been  arranged  in  a  "broadly  classified  series  of 
lists  ".  In  justifying  the  change  the  compiler  says :  "  An  instance  of  the  value 
of  this  method  of  arrangement  [the  dictionary  form]  is  afforded  in  the  entry 
under  Kingsley,  C,  from  which  it  appears  that  there  are  works  by  this  author 
in  every  class  in  the  library  except  Music.  Readers  of  Kingsley  s  novels  are 
thus  introduced  (perhaps  for  the  first  time)  to  his  writings  as  a  poet,  a  historian, 
a  theologian,  a  writer  on  scientific  and  sociological  subjects  ana  an  essayist.'* 

AUSTRALIA.— Catalogue  of  books  in  the  Public  Library  of  Western 
Australia.     Part  7.    [1906.]    80  pp. 
The  title-page  to  vol.  i.,  A-L,  is  issued  with  this  part. 

AUSTRALIA.— Public  Library,  Museums  and  National  Gallery  of 
Victoria.  Catalogue  of  the  exhibition  of  old,  rare  and  curious  books, 
manuscripts,  autographs,  etc.,  held  in  commemoration  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  Public  Library  of  Victoria. 
1906.     58  pp. 

Compiled  by  Mr.  R.  D.  Boys,  chief  of  the  cataloguing  staff.  Full  notes, 
mainly  bibliographical,  follow  most  of  the  entries.  The  library  contains  a 
number  of  fifteenth-century  books  from  the  presses  of  Aldus  Manutius,  Gunther 
Zainer,  Mentelin,  Koberger  and  others,  including  the  Nuremberg  Chronicle. 
A  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  Foxe's  Acti  and  Monuments,  printed  by  John 
Day,  and  a  Grammatica  Hebraa,  printed  by  Plantin  in  1564,  are  among  the 
many  other  treasures  in  this  catalogue. 
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BOOTLE.— Second  supplementary  list  of  additions  to  the  Marsh  JLane 

Branch  Library.     June,  igo6.     12  pp.     Price  id. 

Dictionary  form,  in  double  columns.    Contains  a  view  of  the  exterior  of 
the  library. 

BRIGHOUSE.— Victoria  Public  Library.  Classified  catalogue  of  books 
in  the  lending  department,  and  Rastrick  Branch  Library.  Com- 
piled by  J.  A.  Wroe,  Librarian.     124  pp. 

Arranged  according  to  the  adjustable  classification,  preceded  by  an  alpha- 
betical subject-index.    **An  author  catalogue  is  kept  in  the  library  for  refer. 


BRISTOL.— Corporation  Public  Libraries.  Catalogue  of  the  Central 
Lending  Library.     E.  R.  Norris  Mathews,  City  Librarian.     1906. 

512  PP- 

A  dictionary  catalogue,  without  annotations.  The  contents  of  works  are 
set  out,  and  maps,  illustrations,  etc.,  noted.  Large  subject  headings  are  sub- 
divided ;  works  on  Plumbing.  Sanitation,  Carpentry,  etc.,  forming  subdivisions 
of  the  subject  **  Building  and  Building  Trades,"  references  being  given  firom 
Plumbing,  etc.,  to  Building. 

LIVERPOOL. — Annual  supplementarycatalogueof  the  Liverpool  Lib- 
rary, with  the  annual  report  and  list  of  proprietors.     1906.     32  pp. 
Classified  according  to  Dewey. 

LONDON  LIBRARY.— Catalogue  of  the  London  Library,  St  James's 
Square.     Supplement  3,  ist  January,  1905,  to  ist  March,  1906.     By 
C.  T.  Hagberg  Wright,  LL.D.,  Secretary  and  Librarian.      1906. 
146  pp.     Price  2s.  unbound ;  3s.  6d.  bound,  to  members. 
NEW  YORK.— New  York  Public  Library.     Circulation   department. 
Classified  list  of  books  for  the  blind.     1906.     20  pp. 
The  library  contains  books  in  the  following  types :  New  York  Point,  Moon, 
Line  Letter,  English  Braille,  American  Braille  and  French  Braille.     It  is  inter- 
esting to  note  that  in  the  United  States  books  for  the  blind  are  sent  by  mail  to 
the  nearest  post  office  free  of  charge. 

NEW  YORK. — List  of  music  for  the  blind,  with  some  works  on  study, 
history  and  theory  in  the  circulating  department  of  the  New  York 
Public  Library.     1906.    8  pp. 

NEW  ZEALAND.— Canterbury  Public  Library.     Catalogue  of  books 

in  the  circulating  library.     1902.    402  pp. 

A  dictionary  catalogue  in  double  columns ;  inverted  title  entries  are  used 
instead  of  subject  headings. 

NOTTINGHAM.— City  of  Nottingham  Free  Public  Libraries.     Cata- 
logue of  books   in  the   lending  library  for   boys  and  girls.      7th 
edition.     1906.     24  pp.     Price  id. 
Alphabetical  in  double  columns.     The  same  sized  type  is  used  throughout, 

PITTSBURG.— Classified  catalogue  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pitts- 
burg.    Part  7.     Fiction.     With   a  supplement  to  October,    1905. 
1906.     2068  +  98  pp. 
Author  and  title  list  arranged  under  language  divisions.    Translations  are 

entered  under  the  language  of  the  translation,  t.g.^  the  works  of  *'  George  Sand  " 

appear  in  both  the  French  and  the  English  section. 
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STEPNEY.— Metropolitan  Borough  of  Stepney  Public  Libraries.     St. 

George's  Library.    Catalogue  of  books  in  the  children's  department. 

1906,    46  pp.     Price  id. 

Arranged  in  two  sections,  subject  list  and  author  list.  Descriptive  and  his- 
torical tales  are  all  catalogued  under  their  subjects.  Under  "  England  and  the 
Empire  "  is  given  a  chronological  list  of  the  tales  based  on  English  history  from 
449  to  1902,  preceded  by  a  note  that  by  reading  these  books  as  they  are  set  out 
*'  boys  and  girls  will  find  it  an  easy  and  interesting  way  to  learn  English  his- 
tory *'.    The  cover  bears  the  legend  in  bold  type,  *'  Read  the  Preface  ". 

STEPNEY.— Metropolitan  Borough  of  Stepney  Public  Libraries.     Lib- 
rary for  the  Blind,  236  Cable  Street,  E.      List  of  embossed  books 
provided  for  the  free  use  of  the  blind.     12  pp. 
Chiefly  in  the  Braille  and  Moon  type. 

SUNDERLAND.— Public  Library,  Museum  and  Art  Gallery.  Cata- 
logue of  the  Art  Gallery  permanent  collection.  Compiled  by  J.  A. 
Charlton  Deas,  Librarian  and  Director.  i8  pp.  1906.  Price  id. 
Contains  eight  full-page  illustrations,  andportr.  of  Clarkson  Stanfield,  R.A. 

TYNEMOUTH.— County  Borough   of  Tynemouth    Public   Library. 
New  and  revised  catalogue  of  juvenile  literature.    Compiled  and 
edited,  with  notes,  by  Alfred  Hair,     32  pp.     Price  id. 
A  dictionary  catalogue  in  double  columns. 

BULLETINS,  GUIDES,  JOURNALS,  ETC. 

ACCRINGTON.— The  Accrington  Public  Library  and  Technical  School 
Journal.      Vol.  i.     No.  16.     April  to  June,  1906.     16  pp.     Gratis. 
Special  list,  i.  Books  for  Sunday  School  workers,  etc. 

BOOTLE. — Central  Public  Library  and  Museum.     Mainly  about  books ; 
being  a  list  of  the  recent  additions  to  stock.     No.  2.    June,  1906. 
8  pp. 
A  portrait  of  Mr.  Rudyard  Kipling  appears  on  the  cover. 

BROMLEY,  KENT,— Bromley  Public  Library.    Handbook  of  informa- 
tion relating  to  the  public  library,  with  abstract  of  rules.     38  pp. 
1906.     Gratis. 
Notes  on  the  library  and  how  to  use  it,  with  a  subject-index  to  its  contents. 

BROMLEY,  KENT.— Bulletin  of  the  Bromley  Public  Library.     No.  i. 
May,  1906.     42  pp.     Gratis. 
Foreword.     Recent  additions  [classified  according  to  Dewey].    Author 

index. 

CROYDON.— The  Reader's  Index.     The  bi-monthly  magazine  of  the 
Croydon   Public  Libraries.     Vol.  viii.     No.  4.    July  and  August, 
1906.     Special  number.    30  pp. 
Union  subject-index  of  the  libraries,  with  explanation ;  together  with  an 

explanation  of  the  card  catalogues. 

DARWEN. — The  Darwen  Public  Library  Journal  ;  being  the  quarterly 
magazine  in  connection  with  the  Darwen  Public  Library.  Vol.  ii. 
No.  7.    June,  1906.     16  pp.     Price  id. 
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MANCHESTER— Manchester    Public    Free     Libraries.      Quarterly 

record.    VoL  x.     No.  i.    [1906.]    40  pp. 

Classified  [Dewey]  list  of  additions  to  the  reference  library,  with  author 
index.     Supplement :  title-page  to  vol.  ix. 

MANCHESTER.—Bulletinof  the  John  Rylands  Library,  Manchester. 

Vol.  i.     No.  4.     May,  1906.     82  pp.     Price  is,  net. 

Library  notes.    Classified  list  of  recent  additions,  etc. 
SUNDERLAND.— The   Library  Circular.     A  quarterly  catalogue  of 

additions  to  the  Sunderland  Public  Library,  with  occasional  Art 

Gallery  and  Museum  notes.    Vol.  iii.     Nos.  29,  30.     Spring  and 

Summer,  1906. 

No.  29.  Contents:  Frontispiece,  "Lending  Library,  looking  west  *'.  Lib- 
rary notes.  Museum  and  Art  Gallery  notes.  List  of  books  added.  No.  30. 
Contents  :  Frontispiece,  "  Lago  di  Gardi,"  by  Clarkson  Stanfield,  R.  A.  Notes. 
List  of  books  added. 

WANDSWORTH.— The  quarterly  journal  of  the  Wandsworth  Public 

Libraries.     No.  6.     August,  1906.     16  pp.     Price  id. 

Additions  to  the  West  Hill,  Allfarthing  Lane  and  Earlsfield  Libraries. 
WILLESDEN.— Willesden  Green  Public  Library,     Quarterly  record 

and  guide  for  readers.     New  series.    Vol.  vi.    Nos.  i,  2.     May  and 

August,  1906.     16  pp.  each.     Gratis. 

No.  I.  Contents :  Library  notes.  Additions  [annotated].  Reading  list : 
Gardening.  Survey  of  the  history  of  Willesden  [contd.].  No.  2.  Contents : 
Library  notes.  Additions  [annotated].  The  quieter  London  :  some  little-known 
aspects  of  the  Metropolis.    Reading  list :  London. 

UNITED  STATES. 

GRAND  RAPIDS.— Bulletin  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Public  Library. 
Vol.  ii.     Nos.  5-8.     May  to  August,  1906. 

NEW  YORK.— New  York  Public  Library.  Circulation  department. 
Monthly  list  of  additions.  Vol.  vi.  Nos.  1-4.  May  to  August, 
1906. 

PITTSBURGH.— Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh.  A  list  of  good 
stories  to  tell  to  children  under  twelve  years  of  age.  With  a  brief 
account  of  the  story-hour  conducted  by  the  children's  department. 
1906.     32  pp. 

PITTSBURGH.— Monthly  bulletin  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pitts- 
burgh.    Vol.  xi.     Nos.  5-7.     May  to  July,  1906. 
No.  5.    Contents:  Training  school  for  children's  librarians.    Books  added 

[classified  and  annotated].     No.  6.     Contents :  A  New  England  minister  at 

Pittsburgh  in    1803.     Books  added.     No.  7.    Contents :   Training  schools  for 

children's  librarians.    List  of  references  on  the  Whisky  Insurrection.     Books 

added. 

ST.    LOUIS.— St.   Louis  Public  Library.     Monthly   bulletin.      New 
series.     Vol.  iv.     No.  6.    June,  1906. 
Recent  additions  [classified  and  annotated].     References  on  life  insurance. 
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WISCONSIN.— Wisconsin  Library  bulletin.    Vol.  ii.     No.  3.     May 

to  June,  1906.     14  pp. 

Choice  of  books  in  travelling  libraries.  The  seven-day  book ;  why  not 
transfer  it  ?  etc.,  illustrations  of  the  new  Carnegie  Library  at  Waterton  and 
the  Moon  Memorial  Library  at  Stanley. 

WISCONSIN.— Wisconsin  Library  bulletin.    Vol.  ii.     No.  4.    July  to 

August,  1906.     16  pp. 

Legislative  reference  work.  Evolution  of  library  buildings.  A  plea  for 
library  training,  etc. 

WORCESTER.- Recent  additions  to  the  Worcester  Public  Library. 
May  to  July,  1906.    3  parts. 
Classified  according  to  Dewey  and  annotated. 
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Reports  for  analysis  should  be  sent  to  The  Publication  Committee^ 
Library  Associatton,  London  School  of  Economics,  Clare  Market ^  E.C, 
After  they  have  been  noticed  they  will  be  placed  in  the  Association  Library, 
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6 
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7 

Chicago  Public  . 
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1,937.320 

— 
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8 

Dayton  Public   . 

1904-S  (45 
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292.655 

953 

24,922  XH 

9 

Grand  Rapids  Public. 

1905-6  35) 

73.573 

14,296 

316.678 

34»4a8-38 

lO 

Pratt  Insutute   . 

1904-5  (18) 

— 

6,408 

141,503 

— 

II 

St.  Louis  PubUc 

19045 

190,395 

59,327 

1,334,106 

^ 

77^^-66 

X.  New  type-written  catalogue  of  Reference  Library. 

2.  Library,  Museum  and  Art  Gallery.     Rateof  i^dinthe^.     N.H.R.U.  Circles. 

University  Extension  lectures.  Library  lectures.  Records  a  bene&ction 
of  over  £2,000  by  the  late  Mr.  G.  Muybridge,  income  to  be  applic»d  to  the 
purchase  of  reference  books — artistic  and  scientific. 

3.  Five  branches,  eight  reading-rooms.  Blind  library  of  668  vols.  Half-hoor 
talks. 

4.  Three  evening  branches.  School  libraries.  Issues  include  thoee  of  the 
school  libraries. 

5.  One  branch,  in  telephonic  communication  with  Central.  Tickets  inter- 
changeable.   Book  delivery  from  Central  to  Branch  on  requisition. 

6.  Twenty-five  branches.     Readings  to  the  blind.     Illustrations  of  branches. 

7.  One  branch  library,  six  branch  reading-rooms,  sixty-nine  delivery  stations. 
A  thirty- two  page  illustrated  pamphlet :  '*  The  Chicago  Public  Library :  a 
Handbook". 

8.  Library  and  Museum.  Four  branches  in  school  buildings.  Readings  to 
blind.     Illustrations. 

9.  Thirty-six  branches  and  stations.  An  eight-page  descriptive  pamphlet :  '*A 
Little  Journey  in  the  Ryerson  Public  Library  Building  **. 

The  following  have  also  been  received : — 

**  Wisconsin  Library  School.    Announcements  for  1906-7.    Summer  Session, 

i6th  July  to  24th  August,  1906.*' 
** Library  of  Congress,  Q>pyright  Office:   Copyright  business:  Statement  for 

the  year  1905." 
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Distribution  of  Certificates. 

The  certificates  gained  at  the  last  Professional  Examination  will  be 
distributed  by  Mr.  Sidney  Webb,  L.C.C.,  at  a  special  meeting  to  be 
held  at  the  London  School  of  Economics,  on  Wednesday,  9th 
January,  at  8  p.m.  Members  of  the  Library  Association  and 
Library  Assistants'  Association  are  cordially  invited,  together  with  the 
friends  of  those  entitled  to  certificates. 

September  Meeting. 

A  Special  Monthly  Meeting  was  held  on  Monday,  24th  September, 
at  8  P.M.,  at  the  London  School  of  Economics,  when  Miss  Marie  L. 
Shedlock  gave  an  address  on  '*  The  Art  of  Story-telling,  and  the  diffi- 
culties connected  with  it  '^ 

About  fifty  members  and  visitors  were  present. 

The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Henry  R.  Tedder,  F.S.A. 

The  Chairman  said  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  welcome  Miss 
Shedlock  on  this  occasion.  Miss  Shedlock  was  very  widely  known  in 
America  as  the  introducer  of  the  Story-hour  for  Children  in  Libraries. 
She  was  the  pioneer  of  a  most  admirable  movement  which  had  taken 
fast  root  in  the  United  States,  and  they  all  hoped  that  one  of  the  results 
of  her  return  visit  to  England,  her  native  country,  after  an  absence  of 
five  years,  would  be  that  her  methods  would  be  taken  up  throughout 
the  United  Kingdom.  Members  would  remember  the  charming  account 
of  the  children's  story-hour  at  Pittsburg  given  by  Mrs.  Fairchild  at  the 
Leeds  Meeting  in  1903.  In  the  lecture  which  Miss  Shedlock  had  very 
kindly  undertaken  to  deliver  to  the  Association,  she  would  give  the 
result  of  her  great  experience  in  the  difficult  art  of  story-telling  to 
children,  with  the  dangers  to  be  avoided  and  the  essentials  of  success. 

Miss  Shedlock  expressed  her  appreciation  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  her  of  addressing  the  Library  Association,  and  gave  some  ac- 
count of  the  work  done  among  children,  by  librarians  and  teachers  in 
the  States.  She  strongly  urged  librarians  in  this  country  to  recog- 
nise the  educational  value  of  stories,  and  made  a  special  plea  for  the 
training  of  teachers  in  the  art,  without  which  no  very  valuable  work 
could  be  done,  even  in  cases  where  the  teachers  had  natural  dramatic 
gifts.  Miss  Shedlock  pointed  out  some  of  the  difficulties  which  beset  the 
young  story-teller,  giving  examples  from  her  own  personal  experience, 
and  then  stated  what  she  believed  to  be  the  essentials  of  a  good  story- 
teller, the  artifices  or  mechanical  devices  used  for  holding  the  attention 
of  the  audience,  the  objects  of  story-telling,  the  effect  of  the  stories  told 
on  children,  and  concluded  with  three  story  illustrations. 

The  Chairman  said  they  had  had  a  very  delightful  evening,  and  he 
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felt  sure  he  could  not  speak  in  sufficiently  enthusiastic  terms  of  the 
address  that  Miss  Shedlock  had  given  them.  It  was  not  only  highly 
instructive  to  all  persons  interested  in  education,  but  particularly  inter- 
esting to  librarians,  because  Miss  Shedlock  had  reproduced  to  them 
in  the  most  magical  way  how  all  the  earliest  literary  compositions  had 
been  published.  The  most  ancient  epic  and  lyric  poetry  of  ancient  Greece, 
the  histories  of  Herodotus  and  Thucydides,  perhaps  the  dialogues  of 
Plato  had  been  written  for  oral  delivery  in  this  way,  and  coming  down 
to  later  times,  the  romances  of  the  Middle  Ages,  the  stories  of  the  Arthur- 
ian and  Charlemagne  heroes,  in  their  earlier  forms  were  all  composed 
for  dramatic  recitation  in  this  way — straight  from  the  artist  to  the 
listener.  The  little  hints  that  Miss  Shedlock  had  given  about  the  essen- 
tials and  the  dangers  of  the  story-teller  reproduced  the  very  same  dangers 
that  the  Greek  orators  were  taught  to  avoid  five  hundred  years  before  the 
birth  of  Christ  They  had  a  notable  modern  illustration  in  Charles 
Dickens,  who  worked  up  his  readings  in  exactly  the  same  way,  as  may 
be  seen  in  Charles  Dickens  as  a  Reader  (1872)  by  his  friend  Charles 
Kent.  In  that  fascinating  little  book  they  read  how  elaborate  were  the 
preparations  made  by  the  novelist,  and  how  carefully  he  choose  his 
extracts.  Miss  Shedlock  had  been  kind  enough  to  say  that  she  would 
be  happy  to  answer  any  questions  on  any  points  that  might  have  arisen. 

Miss  Kane  (Croydon)  would  be  glad  to  know  if  Miss  Shedlock  dis- 
approved of  stories  with  a  moral. 

Miss  Shbdlock  said  that  on  the  contrary  she  strongly  approved. 
There  should  be  a  very  strong  moral,  but  the  story-teller  fell  from  the 
grace  of  the  artist  directly  she  began  to  preach. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  said  he  would  like  to  ask  a  question  as  to 
pictures.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  true  story-teller  must  form  a  clear 
mental  picture.  One  of  the  main  differences  between  a  good  teacher 
and  a  bad  teacher  (presuming  that  they  both  knew  enough)  was,  it 
seemed  to  him,  that  the  good  teacher  formed  perfectly  clear  pictures  of 
what  he  meant  to  convey.  If  he  talked  about  a  table  he  saw  a  table  in 
his  mind's  eye.  So  with  regard  to  the  story-teller^the  people  in  it  and 
their  actions  should  be  visualised.  Such  pictures  could  be  conveyed  to 
the  minds  of  the  children  apart  from  words — modern  experimental  psy- 
chology had  proved  that.  What  was  Miss  Shedlock's  view  ?  Did  she 
visualise  her  stories? 

Miss  Shedlock  said  yes,  absolutely;  she  only  described  actually 
what  she  saw. 

The  Hon.  Secretary:  People  differ  tremendously  in  visualising 
power.     But  it  can  be  trained. 

Miss  Shedlock  said  it  was  a  part  of  the  equipment  of  the  story-teller 
that  she  should  be  able  to  see  mental  pictures  in  that  way.  If  the 
children  did  not  see  the  pictures,  she  thought  the  reason  was  that  the 
teacher  had  not  given  a  sufficient  amount  of  care  in  preparing  the  story. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Baker  (Woolwich)  said  k  propos  of  the  point  about 
pictures,  he  would  like  to  know  whether  Miss  Shedlock  believed  in 
putting  very  much  description  into  her  stories.  He  thought  they  were 
getting  into  the  old  fallacy  of  description  versus  narrative.  Lessing 
told  them  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  think  good  poetry  should  be 
pictorial.  A  story-teller  must  narrate,  not  depict.  In  an  account  of  a 
series  of  actions,  the  pictures  should  arise  magically  and  inevitably  in 
the  mind  of  the  listener.  Did  Miss  Shedlock  when  she  was  telling  her 
stories  follow  out  the  principle  laid  down,  and  give  simply  a  narrative 
of  actions  and  incident,  using  language  so  vivid  and  imaginative  as  to 
enable  her  listeners  to  form  a  simultaneous  picture  in  their  own  minds  ? 
It  was  very  easy  to  follow  a  narrative  of  a  series  of  consecutive  actions. 
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but  very  difficult  indeed  for  the  mind  to  realise  an  elaborate  description 
of  any  kind,  and  he  imagined  that  Miss  Shedlock  would  veto  the  error 
of  elaborate  description. 

Miss  Shedlock  said  that  she  very  seldom  gave  any  description. 
There  should  be  present  a  certain  poetical  element  in  every  story.  Oc- 
casionally she  did  agree  in  giving  a  very  little  description  in  order  to 
bring  out  some  particular  point  when  there  was  any  difficulty  in  joining 
the  narrative  and  the  action.  It  was  fair  to  take  the  child  a  little  into 
one's  confidence.  Children  wanted  to  escape  from  explanations,  and  it 
was  a  little  difficult  for  a  child  to  follow  any  elaborate  picture  with  much 
description.  She  quite  agreed  with  the  suggestion  that  description  was 
a  thing  to  be  avoided.  There  was  one  point  which  she  had  wished  to 
make.  One  of  the  difficulties  with  stories  was  that  a  young  teacher  was 
a  little  apt  to  ask  questions  by  way  of  finding  out  whether  the  child 
understood.  It  was  a  mistake  in  the  kindergarten  method  to  ask  young 
children  many  questions. 

The  Chairman  repeated  his  appreciation  of  Miss  Shedlock's  lecture, 
and  said  that  as  the  audience  did  not  seem  very  anxious  to  ask  further 
questions,  it  only  remained  for  him  to  move  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks. 
They  had  been  delighted  in  listening  to  Miss  Shedlock,  who  was  a  great 
artist,  a  born  actress  with  extraordinary  natural  talent  aided  by  deep 
and  conscientious  study.  The  lecture  that  Miss  Shedlock  had  given 
them  to-night  would  be  impressed  upon  their  memories.  He  sincerely 
hoped  that  it  might  lead  to  the  adoption  of  the  methods  which  she  ex- 
plained so  admirably,  and  that  they  might  have  in  England  as  in  America 
some  of  this  story-telling  for  children.  He  had  great  pleasure  in  propos- 
ing a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks. 

Mr.  F.  J.  BuROOYNB  (Lambeth)  had  much  pleasure  in  seconding  the 
vote  of  thanks.  He  would  like  at  the  same  time  to  ask  Miss  Shedlock 
if  she  had  ever  considered  the  advisability  of  publishing  a  volume  of 
stories  abridged.  What  was  wanted  was  an  elimination  of  much  of 
the  padding  in  ordinary  stories  and  the  retention  of  the  dramatic  pas- 
sages. If  Miss  Shedlock  would  publish  a  book  of  that  kind  it  would  be 
a  very  great  help. 

The  vote  of  thanks  was  put  to  the  meeting  and  carried  unanimously. 

Miss  Shedlock  said  she  thanked  the  meeting  very  heartily  for  the 
vote  of  thanks,  and  hoped  her  listeners  had  enjoyed  half  the  pleasure 
she  had  experienced.  Approaches  had  been  made  many  times  to  her 
on  the  subject  of  publishing  a  book  of  the  kind  just  mentioned,  but  in 
the  first  place  she  had  not  the  time  to  undertake  it  She  also  thought 
that  a  person  told  a  story  best  who  had  found  the  story  that  suited 
him  best. 

Library  Association :  North-Western  Branch. 

Meeting  at  Southport. 

A  meeting  of  the  North-Western  Branch  of  the  Library  Association 
was  held  at  Southport,  on  Thursday,  i8th  October,  1906.  The  members, 
to  the  number  of  about  forty,  were  first  received  in  the  Reference  Room 
at  the  Central  Library  by  Councillor  C.  E.  Austin,  J. P.,  Chairman  of 
the  Southport  Library  Committee ;  Dr.  Baildon,  Vice-Chairman  ;  Coun- 
cillor Dr.  Earnshaw  and  Miss  Chadburn,  members  of  the  Library  Com- 
mittee; and  Mr.  F.  H.  Mills,  the  Librarian.  Following  the  reception 
the  members  were  entertained  to  tea  in  the  Mayor's  parlour  by  the 
Mayor,  Councillor  C.  H.  Bibby  Hesketh,  J. P.,  D.L. 

After  tea,  but  before  the  members  left  the  board,  Councillor  Abbott, 
President  of  the  Branch  Association,  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
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Mayor  for  his  generous  hospitality  and  the  great  kindness  he  had 
shown  to  the  North-Western  Branch  in  inviting  the  members  there 
that  afternoon.  He  coupled  with  it  the  name  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Southport  Library  Committee,  Councillor  Austin,  for  his  courtesy  and 
attention.  He  regretted  very  much  he  was  not  able  to  be  present  at 
the  earlier  proceedings,  but  he  felt  sure  the  members  had  enjoyed  the 
intercourse  of  the  Chairman  very  much. 

Mr.  W.  £.  A.  Axon  seconded,  and  said  it  was  a  great  pleasure  to 
him,  as  it  must  be  to  all  his  friends,  to  see  the  municipalities  of  the 
country,  from  the  great  Council  presided  over  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  to  the  industrial  centres,  being  concerned  with  the  higher 
things  of  life — education  and  libraries,  and  to  those  of  them  who  had 
been,  like  himself,  for  many  years  engaged  in  educational  and  library 
work,  it  was  a  very  great  pleasure  to  see  the  spirit  which  now  animated, 
he  thought,  he  might  fairly  say,  the  whole  of  the  English  municipalities. 
Feeling  the  importance  of  the  work  of  libraries  in  the  great  educa- 
tional movement  of  the  age,  carried  on  by  the  elected  representatives  of 
the  people,  it  was  a  great  pleasure,  indeed,  to  second  the  resolution 
moved  by  the  President. 

The  motion  was  carried  with  enthusiasm,  and  Councillor  Austin 
responded.  He  said  he  was  sure  the  Mayor,  had  he  been  present, 
would  have  taken  a  great  pleasure  in  receiving  the  members  that 
afternoon.  As  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee  he  was  very  glad 
indeed  to  see  such  a  large  number  of  the  North-Western  Branch.  He 
was  glad  to  hear  the  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Axon  as  to  the  work  being 
done  by  municipalities  in  the  encouragement  of  education. 

Business  Meeting. 

After  tea  the  members  adjourned  to  the  Council  Chamber  where 
the  Business  Meeting  took  place.  Councillor* T.  C.  Abbott  presided. 
After  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  had  been  read  and  confirmed, 
the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  Edward  McKnight)  announced  a  number  of 
apologies,  amongst  them  being  one  from  Sir  W.  H.  Bailey  (President 
of  the  Library  Association). 

Next  Meeting. 

Mr.  McKnight  reported  that  the  next  meeting  would  be  held  at 
Wigan  in  January,  1907. 

Mr.  James  Hutt  (Summer  School  Secretary)  announced  that  the 
prizes  for  the  best  reports  of  the  Summer  School  had  been  awarded  as 
follows : — 

ist,  Mr.  H.  H.  Edwards,  St.  Helens  Public  Library. 
2nd,  Mr.  A.  E.  Dillon,  Manchester  Public  Library. 
3rd,  Mr.  J.  Hindle,  Blackburn  Public  Library. 

Exhibition. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  referred  to  the  Manual  of  Descriptive  A  nnaUUiom 
for  Library  Catalogues  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Savage,  a  member  of  the  Branch, 
and  said  those  librarians  who  had  not  already  purchased  a  copy  would 
be  well  advised  in  doing  so. 

A  copy  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Doubleday*s  Descriptive  Catalogue  (which  had 
been  courteously  sent  by  request)  aroused  interest. 

Mr.  Madeley  exhibited  a  list  of  juvenile  literature,  and  described  a 
method  of  recording  issues. 
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Book  Selection:  Juvenile  Literature. 

Miss  Chadburn  (member  of  the  Southport  Library  and  Education 
Committees)  read  a  paper  which  was  named  in  the  programme  *'  German 
School  Libraries".  Miss  Chadburn  said  a  more  exact  title  would  be 
^*0n  Book  Selection  Committees  for  Juvenile  Literature  in  Germany". 
Miss  Chadburn's  paper  proved  most  interesting,  and  a  recommendation 
that  it  be  printed  in  the  Library  Association  Record  was  agreed 
to.    The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  paper : — 

1.  The  urgent  need,  in  these  days,  of  wholesale  book  factories— of 
adequate  sifting,  of  trained  judgment,  of  vigorous  selection  and  re- 
jection— of  books  intended  for  the  reading  of  children. 

2.  Existence  in  Germany  of  a  body  of  expert  committees  for  the 
testing  of  juvenile  literature— 

Headquarters:  Hamburg. 
Organ :  Jugendschri/tcnwartc, 
Editor:  H.  Wolgast. 

3.  The  (i)  Organisation,  (2)  Method  of  work  of  the  Union  of  Ger- 
man Committees  for  the  Criticism  of  Juvenile  Literature. 

4.  The  annual  catalogue  of  books  (from  current  publication)  to  be 
recommended  as  reaching  a  certain  standard  of  literary  and  aesthetic 
worth,  and  hence  suitable  for  school  libraries,  for  juvenile  section  of 
public  libraries,  and  for  private  reading— graded  according  to  age  and 
subject,  and  into  the  two  classes  of  (i)  Fine  edition,  (2)  Cheap  edition. 
Local  and  Special  Catalogues,  Christmas  Exhibitions. 

5.  Propaganda  work  of  the  Union,  the  books  of  Wolgast  and  friends. 

6.  Results  in  Germany,  Austria,  G.  Switzerland,  Prance. 

7.  Wanted :  Similar  Organisation  for  England ;  the  cultivation  of  a 
generally  recognised  Standard  of  Criticism  throughout  the  country ;  the 
compilation  of  a  trustworthy  General  Catalogue  of  the  Best  Books  in  the 
Best  Editions  for  children,  kept  up  to  date ;  graded,  priced,  forming  an 
adequate  guide  to  teachers,  parents,  librarians. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Sutton  (Manchester)  expressed  his  pleasure  at  hearing 
the  paper  read,  and  hoped  that  Miss  Chadburn  would  complete  the  paper 
and  let  it  be  published  in  the  organ  of  the  Library  Association.  He 
was  sure  every  member  of  the  Association  would  value  the  opportunity 
of  perusing  such  a  valuable  paper.  In  Manchester  they  wanted  the  as- 
sistance suggested  of  a  committee  of  wise  readers  and  experts  to  advise 
them  what  to  do,  and  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  those  German  societies 
were  very  wise  in  limiting  the  number  of  books. 

The  Chairman  agreed  with  the  proposal  that  Miss  Chadburn  should 
be  asked  to  have  the  paper  printed  in  full.  He  was  sure  Book  Selection 
Committees  would  like  to  have  the  privilege  of  conferring  with  a  Com- 
mittee which  could  prepare  monthly  or  quarterly  lists  to  submit  to 
Library  Committees  for  their  guidance. 

Mr.  C.  Madbley  (Warrington)  said  he  felt  no  boy  or  girl  should  be 
allowed  to  leave  school  without  having  an  opportunity  of  reading  certain 
books.  There  were  in  existence  certain  first-class  books  which  the 
children  ought  to  read.  To  give  the  children  unlimited  access  to  a  large 
selection  of  books  simply  reduced  the  chance  of  books  which  they  ought 
to  read.  The  children  would  have  plenty  of  time  after  leaving  school 
to  choose  other  books. 

<<The  Library  Association  Record." 

The  next  paper  on  "  How  to  Improve  the  Library  Association 
Record  "  was  read  by  Mr.  G.  T.  Shaw,  Master  and  Librarian  of  the 
Liverpool    Athenaeum.     Mr.   Shaw   suggested  that    by  widening  the 
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present  arrangements,  the  co-operation  of  members  of  the  Association 
could  be  secured  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  was  now  the  case,  and 
that  by  these  means  the  periodical  would  become  more  useful,  interest- 
ing and  representative. 

Mr.  James  Hutt  opened  the  discussion,  and  whilst  agreeing  with 
most  of  Mr.  Shaw's  suggestions  did  not  consider  that  there  was  any  need 
to  add  to  the  number  of  editors. 

Mr.  Ernest  A.  Savage  (Wallasey)  pointed  out  some  of  the  diffi- 
culties experienced  by  the  Publications  Committee,  amongst  them  that 
of  dealing  with  a  mass  of  newspaper  cuttings.  He  objected  to  Mr. 
Shaw's  references  to  classification.  To  many  librarians  it  was  an  im- 
portant subject,  and  these  controversial  points,  which  Mr.  Shaw  ridiculed, 
were  very  useful  to  those  who,  unlike  Mr.  Shaw,  could  not  obtain  the 
aid  of  experts  in  deciding  the  classification  of  difficult  books. 

The  Hon.  Secretary,  in  order  to  give  point  to  the  matter,  moved : — 

"  That  this  meeting  of  the  North-Westem  Branch,  having  heard 
and  discussed  Mr.  Shaw's  paper  on  'How  to  Improve  The 
Library  Association  Record,'  recommends  that  the  sug|;es- 
tions  contained  therein  should  be  considered  by  the  Council  of 
the  Library  Association  with  a  view  to  their  adoption  ". 

Mr.  W.  E.  A.  Axon  seconded  the  resolution,  and  it  was  carried. 

Two  papers  on  the  agenda,  *'  Library  Statistics,"  by  Mr.  A.  Lancaster, 
and  the  *'  Work  of  Branch  Library  Associations,"  were  left  over  until 
the  next  meeting. 

During  the  evening  the  President  thanked  the  Soathport  Literary 
and  Philosophical  Society  for  the  invitation  they  had  extended  to  the 
members  of  the  Branch  to  their  opening  lecture. 

Obliteration  of  Betting  News. 

In  the  January  number  of  the  Record  it  is  intended  to  issue,  in  con- 
densed and  revised  form,  the  Summary  of  Returns  on  the  "  Blocking- 
Out  of  Racing  News"  prepared  and  published  in  July,  1905,  by  Mr. 
Henry  T.  Folkard,  Wigan  Public  Library.  In  order  to  make  the 
return  as  complete  as  possible  the  Editors  would  be  very  glad  to 
receive  an  early  notification  addressed  to  Whitcomb  House,  Whitcomb 
Street,  Pall  Mall  East,  S.W.,  of  any  library  where,  since  May,  I905» 
the  question  has  been  considered,  and  decided  for  or  against. 


LIBRARY  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
Inaugural  Meeting,  Twelfth  Session. 

The  Inaugural  Meeting  of  the  Twelfth  Session,  held  at  the  London 
School  of  Economics,  on  Wednesday,  loth  October,  at  8  p.m.,  was  an 
auspicious  gathering  of  137  assistants  and  friends  of  the  Association. 
Mr.  E.  Wyndham  Hulme  presided,  and  among  those  present  were 
Messrs.  Baker,  Bond,  Borrajo,  Hopwood,  Jast,  Kettle,  Martin,  New- 
combe,  Palmer  (National  Art  Library),  Plant,  Prideaux,  H.  D.  Roberts, 
F.  M.  Roberts,  Twentyman  (Board  of  Education),  and  several  other 
prominent  municipal  and  Civil  Service  librarians. 

Before  introducing  the  lecturer,  Mr.  Hulme  referred  to  the  fact  that 
he  had  been  for  twenty-five  years  at  the  Patent  Office  Library,  but  he 
refrained  from  personal  reminiscences,  and  chose  as  the  basis  of  his 
remarks  the  influence  the  Library  Association  had  exercised  in  the 
formation  of  a  sound  public  opinion  with  regard  to  libraries.  Year  by 
year  the  Association  had  laid  its  views  on  library  policy  before  the  great 
municipalities,  and  these  had  met  them  fairly  and  in  general  had  ac- 
cepted them ;  so  that  to-day  in  large  towns,  and  especially  in  London, 
the  aim  of  library  authorities  in  filling  vacancies  was  always  to  secure 
the  man  most  fitted  for  the  duties  involved.  The  English  public  admired 
the  consistent  application  of  wealth  to  public  ends,  such  as  Mr.  Carnegie's, 
but  the  blessing  of  his  Igifts  was  not  invariable  in  country  districts 
which  were  without  the  sphere  of  the  Library  Association's  influence. 
He  drew  a  picture  of  an  ignorant  rural  authority,  which  before  obtaining 
professional  advice  built  an  expensive  and  unsuitable  building  from 
the  designs  of  a  local  architect,  and  having  little  money  left  for  fittings, 
the  latter  were  scamped  ;  which  expended  the  money  for  books  in  costly 
reference  books  **  to  give  a  tone  to  the  place,"  and  locked  them  in 
a  back  room  for  greater  security ;  which  at  first  determined  to  buy  little 
fiction,  but  fell  a  victim  to  the  temptation  of  the  first  job  lot  offered ;  which, 
as  the  day  of  opening  drew  near,  felt  uncomfortable  as  to  the  way  in 
which  their  frittering  away  of  public  money  might  be  judged,  and  to 
cover  up  their  tracks  and  remove  the  responsibility  from  their  own 
shoulders,  appointed  as  librarian  a  local  candidate  whose  only  qualifica- 
tion was  that  he  was  easily  removable  if  he  dared  to  express  an  opinion 
of  his  own.  To  reach  such  places  as  this  the  Council  of  the  Library 
Association  contemplated  the  issue  of  a  pamphlet  setting  out  the 
initial  needs  of  public  libraries,  and  insisting  upon  the  necessity  of 
appointing  a  qualified  librarian  before  anything  was  done  towards  plan- 
ning or  building.  Mr.  Hulme  also  pointed  out  the  great  advance  in 
professional  education  due  to  the  Library  Association.  Sooner  or  later 
he  thought  library  methods  would  be  codified  and  more  time  left  in 
consequence  for  the  librarian's  general  culture.  A  result  would  be  the 
institution  of  preliminary  examinations,  before  the  aspirant  could  proceed 
to  the  technical  examinations.     The  moral  was  that  assistants  should 
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come  in  and  obtain  their  diplomas  before  the  standard  was  raised  against 
them. 

The  Inaugural  Address  was  delivered  by  the  Chief  Librarian  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  Mr.  Edmund  Gosse,  LL.D.,  who  opened  with  a  few 
graphic  sketches  of  his  career  forty  years  ago  as  a  junior  assistant  in 
the  British  Museum. 

In  congratulating  librarians  on  the  excellent  work  they  were  doing 
in  the  civilisation  of  all  classes  of  society,  he  wondered  whether  they 
recollected  that,  according  to  all  the  laws  of  astrology,  librarians  and 
those  who  disseminate  book  knowledge  enjoy  the  special  protection  of 
the  planet  Mercury,  which,  of  all  the  heavenly  bodies,  is  the  most 
benign  to  literature  and  to  books.  He  might  be  permitted  to  invoke 
the  memory  of  that  agreeable  and  volatile  deity  as  an  argument  against 
too  exclusively  technical  and  didactic  a  study  of  the  subject  which 
occupied  their  thoughts  and  their  activities  so  abundantly.  He  asked 
himself,  as  he  respectfully  studied  the  programmes  of  successive  ses- 
sions of  the  Association,  whether  the  note  of  gravity  was  not  too 
uniformly  struck.  It  was  all  so  technical,  so  mechanical.  If  it  had 
been  his  privilege  to  attend  the  meetings  of  last  year,  he  should  know 
something  at  least  of  such  important  themes  as  "  the  fair  time  sheet " 
and  the  '*  overdue,"  and  have  some  conception  of  the  importance  of 
"open  access'*  and  of  "the  technique  of  annotation".  These  arc 
professional  subjects,  to  be  treated,  no  doubt,  with  something  of  the 
professional  obscurity  and  solemnity.  So  doctors  talk,  and  lawyers, 
and  motor-car  experts,  when  they  are  alone  together,  and  such 
specialised  discussion  is  wholesome  and  necessary.  .  He  possessed, 
however,  none  of  the  special  technical  knowledge  requisite  for  this  kind 
of  exposition,  and  all  he  could  hope  to  give  them  in  return  for  the 
courtesy  of  their  invitation,  would  be  a  few  more  general  suggestions. 
He  observed,  and  he  was  glad  to  observe,  that  a  care  for  the  dignity  of 
books  was  a  point  which  seemed  to  occupy  them  greatly.  In  this 
matter  he  would  venture  to  give  them  a  word  of  encouragement 
Their  labour,  which  in  the  presence  of  dirt,  rents  and  dogs'  ears, 
might  sometimes  seem  to  them  hopeless,  was,  in  reality,  not  in  vain. 
We  have  a  romantic  idea  that  in  the  beautiful  Middle  Ages  the  respect 
for  books,  which  were  so  rare  and  costly,  was  religious.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  there  appears  to  have  been  a  great  deal  of  human  nature  about, 
even  in  the  Middle  Ages.  The  rules  for  the  preservation  of  books  at 
Oxford,  when  that  University  began  to  possess  what  we  may  consider 
lending,  or,  at  least,  consultmg  libraries,  were  in  principle  much  like 
our  own,  only  more  severe  as  betokening  a  still  more  criminous  class 
of  reader.  Mediaeval  librarians  took  a  solemn  oath  that  they  would 
guard  the  books  under  their  care  from  every  species  of  injury  or  defile- 
ment. That  this  was  not  an  empty  form  of  w6rds,  Mr.  Gosse  proceeded 
to  prove  by  quotations  from  writers  of  the  fourteenth  century,  showing 
that  even  then  books,  precious  as  they  were,  were  apt  to  be  treated  with 
the  most  cynical  disrespect.  The  mediaeval  student  had  often  dirty 
hands,  and  his  thumbs  left  stains  on  the  broad  white  margins  of  the 
leaves,  the  lilia  librorum,  which  ought  to  have  been  so  spotless.  They 
had  no  forks  in  those  days,  so  that  men  ate  with  their  fingers,  and  tt 
was  one  of  the  duties  of  a  librarian  to  see  that  students  not  only  washed 
their  hands  before  reading,  but  did  not  commit  the  infamy  of  eating 
fruit  and  cheese  over  the  book  itself.  We  saw  that  the  same  difficulties 
which  assail  librarians  to-day  assailed  them  in  tenfold  force  six 
hundred  years  ago.  No  doubt  every  century  raises  the  moral  sense  of 
society  in  these  matters.  A  hundred  years  ago  the  poet  W^ordsworth, 
one  of  the  most  dignified  of  men,  was  accustomed  to  receive  at  Grasraere 
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the  new  books  from  London  while  he  was  breakfasting.  He  breakfasted 
off  buttered  toast,  and  it  is  recorded  that,  in  his  impatience,  he  used 
to  open  the  leaves  with  his  buttery  knife.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to 
imagine  the  present  Poet  Laureate  doing  that.  Whatever  advance 
we  may  have  made  in  verse-writing,  our  improvement  in  the  moral  care 
of  books  is  obvious.  The  question  of  the  respect  to  be  shown  to  books 
naturally  leads  us  to  consider  that  of  their  preservation.  The  late  Sir 
Leslie  Stephen  was  much  troubled,  as  any  one  may  well  be,  about  the 
enormous  multiplication  of  books,  and  he  formed  an  ingenious  plan  for 
their  automatic  disappearance.  Unless  people  were  so  much  interested 
in  a  book  as  to  reprint  it,  it  was  to  disappear,  crumble  into  dust,  and  be 
definitely  lost.  When  this  scheme  was  suggested  it  was  received  with 
a  smile,  but  the  enormous  accretion  of  unnecessary  literature  made 
the  difficulty  every  year  a  more  serious  one.  There  was  no  doubt  at  all 
that  the  practices  of  clearance  and  destruction  would  force  themselves 
upon  us  as  absolutely  inevitable,  and  something  would  have  to  be  done 
in  every  library  which  would  resemble  the  scene  which  Mr.  Wells 
describes  in  his  latest  millennium,  where  thousands  of  books  are 
brought  out  on  Beltane  Eve  to  be  burned.  Some  relief  might  possibly 
be  given  by  the  increased  formation  of  specialised  libraries  confined  to 
one  class  of  interest.  There  was  one  subject  which  he  saw  had  often 
been  made  the  subject  of  their  discussions,  and  that  was  the  taste  of 
readers  and  how  it  was  to  be  stimulated  and  guided.  The  libraries 
over  which  they  presided  were  crowded  with  books,  and  not  all  of  these 
were  good.  Some  of  them  were  very  bad,  not,  that  is  to  say,  immoral, 
for  the  immoral  book  is  hardly  a  danger  to-day,  but  false,  dull,  senti- 
mental and  claptrap.  The  temptation  to  adopt  a  magisterial  attitude 
was  one  which,  however,  had  to  be  avoided.  Stringent  rules  will  not 
answer,  and  people  cannot  be  forced  to  read  good  books,  however  much 
we  may  deplore  that  they  read  bad  ones.  The  individuality  of  the 
reader  must  be  respected,  even  if  it  clashed  with  our  preconceived 
opinions.  But,  while  he  did  not  approve  of  any  direct  opposition  to 
manifestations  of  bad  taste,  he  thought  that  it  was  a  great  mistake,  as 
he  was  afraid  some  librarians  had  done,  to  pander  to  it.  In  adding 
books  to  a  library,  for  instance,  it  was  highly  important  not  to  consult 
too  slavishly  the  possible  tastes  of  the  majority. 

He  was  inclined  to  hold  that  the  public  for  whom  librarians  should 
be  sensitive  and  active  was  that  of  the  few  rather  than  the  many.  In 
the  matter  of  book  reading,  as  in  so  many  other  matters,  majorities  are 
largely  indifferent,  while  minorities  take  the  trouble  to  know  what  they 
want.  It  was  a  dangerous  heresy  in  book-craft  to  try  to  flatter  the 
reader  too  much,  with  a  view  to  nursing  his  taste ;  the  result  of  such 
indulgence  was  to  make  him  wise  in  his  own  conceit.  For  this  reason 
Mr.  Gosse  very  strongly  deprecated  the  practice  of  some  librarians  of 
issuing  to  the  public  statistics  displaying  the  names  of  the  authors 
most  in  demand  and  the  books  most  often  asked  for  at  their  particular 
library.  This  practice  invariably  revealed  what  it  was  better  to 
conceal,  the  raw  and  unsettled  taste  of  the  majority  of  readers.  There 
was  nothing  to  be  gained  by  being  satirical  at  the  expense  of  the  half- 
educated,  but  equally  little  by  drawing  attention  to  facts  which  could 
not  but  be  regretted.  People,  moreover,  without  judgment,  who  saw  that 
some  trashy  writer  was  highly  popular  at  one  library,  would  be  sure  to 
want  to  know  why,  and  in  this  way  bad  taste  was  disseminated.  It 
was,  surely,  far  best  for  librarians,  while  respecting  the  individuality  of 
readers,  tactfully  and  unobtrusively  to  lift  the  level  of  public  opinion. 
In  making  these  and  other  suggestions,  he  was  merely  setting  a  spark 
or  two  moving.  If  they  approved  of  them  they  would  blow  them  to  a 
flame  in  their  own  useful  experience. 
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A  discussion  followed  which  was  opened  by  Mr.  Baker  and  sustained 
by  Messrs.  Jast,  Hopwood,  Kettle,  H.  D.  Roberts  and  Palmer,  and  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Gosse  was  accorded  with  acclamation  on  the 
motion  of  the  Chairman  of  the  L.A.A.,  Mr.  W.  Benson  Thorne,  seconded 
by  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  C.  Berwick  Sayers.  A  similar  vote  to 
Mr.  Hulme,  moved  and  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Geo.  Chambers  and  Mr.  J.  D. 
Young,  given  no  less  heartily,  concluded  one  of  the  most  successful 
meetings  in  the  career  of  the  Association. 


Notice  to  Library  Assistants. 

Messrs.  Kegan  Paul  &  Co.  have  kindly  offered  to  supply  two  of 
their  publications  at  half  price  to  library  assistants,  or  to  students  for 
the  Library  Association  Examinations.    These  publications  are  : — 

Short  History  of  English  Printing,  by  H.  R.  Plomer. 

English  Book  Collectors,  by  W.  Y.  Fletcher. 

They  are  volumes  in  the  '*  English  Bookman*s  Library,"  and  are 
published  at  los.  6d.  net  each. 

Applications  (enclosing  55.  6d.  for  each  volume  applied  for,  which  will 
cover  cost  of  postage)  should  be  made  to  the  Assistant  Secretary,  Whit- 
comb  House,  Whitcomb  Street,  Pall  Mall  East,  London,  S.W. 

It  is  hoped  to  announce  shortly  similar  offers  from  other  publishers. 


NOTES  AND  QUERIES  ON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

LAW. 

All  questions  should  be  addressed  to  the  Hon,  Solicitor  of  the  Association , 
H,  W.  Fovargue,  Esq.,  Town  Hall,  Eastbourne,  who  will  send  replies  direct 
to  correspondents,  on  the  understanding  that  both  questions  and  answers  will 
be  published  in  Thb  Library  Association  Record. 

Enforcement  of  Rules  in  Ireland. 

74.  Question. — How  can  the  rules  and  regulations  of  public  libraries 
in  Ireland  be  enforced  ? 

Answer.— In  reply  to  your  letter,  byelaws  for  the  regulation  and 
management  of  public  libraries  in  Ireland  can  be  made  under  Sections 
3  and  12  of  the  Public  Libraries  Act,  1901.  These  bye-laws  can  be  en- 
forced in  the  usual  manner  under  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts.  Rules 
and  regulations  may  also  be  made  under  Section  12  of  the  Public  Lib- 
raries (Ireland)  Act,  1855,  but  there  is  no  provision  as  to  enforcing  them. 

Payments  for  Gas,  etc. 

75.  Question. — The  question  of  the  general  district  rate,  gas, 
water  and  electric  light  in  connection  with  the  Free  Library  has  been 
engaging  the  attention  of  my  Council  for  some  time,  and  the  Library 
Committee  are  recommending  to  the  Council  at  their  meeting  on  Tuesday 
next  that  they  (the  Council)  shall  not  enforce  the  payments  in  con- 
nection therewith.  In  view  of  the  rate  for  Library  purposes  being 
limited,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  my  Council  can  forego  the  payment, 
or  in  other  words  give  the  Library  a  free  supply. 

Answer, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  do  not  sec 
how  the  Council  can  forego  charges  for  cost  of  gas,  water  and  electric 
light  without  giving  a  preference  which  would  be  illegal.  I  learn,  how- 
ever, that  there  are  places  where  such  preference  is  given. 

As  regards  the  district  rate,  I  think  the  building  could  be  assessed 
at  a  nominal  sum,  say,  £s. 

Non-Resident  Borrowers. 

76.  Question. — My  Committee  have  decided,  if  there  is  no  legal  re- 
striction, to  allow  non-residents  the  same  privileges  at  this  Library  as 
ordinary  borrowers,  upon  payment  of  an  annual  subscription  of  one 
guinea.  Is  there  anything  in  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  to  prevent  their 
carrying  out  this  suggestion  ? 

Answer. — Section  11  (3)  of  the  Public  Libraries  Act,  1892,  provides 
that  the  library  authority  may,  if  they  think  fit,  grant  the  use  of  a  lend- 
ing library  to  persons  not  being  inhabitants  of  the  district,  either  gratu- 
itously or  for  payment.  Although  this  is  limited  to  a  lending  library, 
there  is  nothing  in  the  Act  to  prohibit  non-inhabitants  from  using  the 
reference  library  on  the  same  terms. 

Purchase  of  Technical  Books. 

77.  Question. — (i)  Whether  an  education  authority  in  an  Urban 
District  is  empowered  to  assist  the  Public  Library  by  making  a  grant 
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for  the  purchase  of  technical  books  out  of  the  rate  which  may  be 
levied  for  purposes  of  higher  education  ?  I  understand  that  a  rate  of 
one  penny  in  the  pound  is  allowed  by  law. 

(2)  Whether  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Library  Committee  to 
prepare  a  scheme ;  and  if  so,  is  it  necessary  to  submit  the  same  to  the 
Board  of  Education  as  well  as  the  local  education  authority  ? 

Answer,— (i)  I  think  an  education  authority  can  purchase  technical 
books  under  Section  2  of  the  Education  Act,  1902,  and  place  them  in 
the  public  library,  as  in  my  opinion  this  would  be  aiding  the  supply  of 
education  other  than  elementary,  but  that  it  could  only  be  done  after 
consultation  with  the  Board  of  Education. 

(2)  The  matter  is  one  for  the  Urban  District  Council,  subject  to  the 
permission  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  I  should  imagine  that  either 
the  Public  Libraries  Committee  or  the  Education  Committee  could 
bring  up  their  suggestions. 

Repayment  of  Income  Tax. 

78.  Question, — You  will  be  interested  to  hear  that  your  note  in  the 
Library  Association  Record  of  November  last,  respecting  repayment 
of  income  tax  deducted  from  dividends  on  invested  legacies,  has  proved 
beneficial  to  this  library. 

A  former  member  of  this  Committee — Mr.  Peter  Simpson — died  in 
April,  1900,  and  by  will  he  left  one  half  the  residue  of  his  estate  to  the 
Urban  District  Council  for  the  benefit  of  the  Library — the  capital  to  be 
invested  and  the  income  to  be  expended  by  the  Library  Committee. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  his  only  son  (unmarried)  within  twenty-four 
hours  previous  to  his  own  demise  this  half  of  the  residue  amounted  to 
;C2,898  6s.  6d.,  which  brings  in  an  income  of  £86  iSs.  iid. 

Income  tax  has  been  deducted  as  usual  from  the  dividends,  so  that 
on  reading  your  views  I  laid  it  before  my  Committee  who  directed  me 
to  send  it  to  our  Urban  District  Council  with  a  request  that  they 
would  apply  for  the  repayment  of  tax  for  three  years,  ending  31st  March, 
1905.  They  consented,  but  asked  for  a  return  up  to  31st  March  last 
Why  not  1905  I  do  not  quite  understand. 

Correspondence  ensued,  and  at  our  monthly  meeting  on  the  7th  inst. 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  a  letter  from  the  Clerk  to  the  Urban 
District  Council  stating  that  the  sum  of  £1^  17s.  had  been  received^ 
which  includes  the  tax  deducted  from  the  dividend  due  on  5th  April 
last. 

The  addition  to  our  income  from  the  interest  on  this  legacy  enabled 
the  enlargement  of  our  premises  (which  Mr.  Simpson  strongly  ad- 
vocated) to  be  carried  out  last  year  without  asking  any  outside  assistance. 
A  loan  tor  thirty  years  was  sanctioned  by  the  L.  G.  B.,  and  the  income 
from  the  Simpson  and  another  legacy  of  ;f  500  will  pay  it  oflF. 

Answer, — I  am  very  glad  to  learn  that  you  have  been  successful  in 
obtaining  repayment  of  income  tax  deducted  from  dividends  on  invested 
legacies.     I  think  your  letter  may  be  of  assistance  to  other  authorities. 


All  Communications  relating  to  The  Library  Association 
Record  should  be  addressed  to  The  Editor^  Whitcomb  House, 
Whitcomb  Street,  Pall  Mall  East,  London,  S.W. 
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THE  PRESENT  POSITION  OF  LONDON  MUNICI- 
PAL  LIBRARIES,  WITH  SUGGESTIONS  FOR 
INCREASING  THEIR  EFFICIENCY. 

THERE  are  in  London,  according  to  the  latest  available 
complete  statistics  {London  Statistics,  vol.  xv.),  in- 
cluding those  being  built  in  1905,  eighty-five  libraries  and 
branches  supported  by  twenty-five  out  of  the  twenty-eight 
Metropolitan  boroughs. 

The  Library  Acts  had  at  that  date  been  adopted  and 
applied  to  the  whole  of  twenty-three  boroughs,  partially  in  two 
(Finsbury  and  Paddington),  while  Bethnal  Green,  Deptford 
and  St.  Marylebone  enjoy  the  distinction  of  making  no  pro- 
vision for  those  of  their  citizens  who  desire  literary  recreation 
or  improvement. 

There  are  great  irregularities  in  the  distribution  of  these 
libraries ;  for  instance,  the  ratepayer  in  Holborn  has  to  walk 
in  the  average  540  yards  to  get  to  a  library ;  in  Camberwell 
he  would  have  to  go  1,030  yards;   in  Wandsworth  1,400; 
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while  in  the  huge  borough  of  Woolwich,  if  it  were  all  built  up, 
he  would  have  to  travel  about  2,400  yards.  The  majority  of 
the  boroughs,  however,  only  expect  their  readers  to  walk 
between  500  and  1,000  yards. 

If  we  consider  the  provision  of  libraries  in  proportion  to 
the  population,  we  find  that  the  extreme  variations  are  that 
Hampstead  supplies  a  library  for  every  14,000  inhabitants, 
while  75,000  inhabitants  in  Stepney  share  one  between  them. 

But  the  demand  for  literary  facilities  is  not  the  same  in 
all  the  boroughs,  for  we  find  that  while  in  Hampstead  125 
out  of  every  1,000  of  its  inhabitants  are  registered  as  using 
the  library,  in  Shoreditch  only  29  per  1,000  avail  themselves 
of  the  facilities  which  exist  in  that  borough.  The  effect  of 
this  is  that  the  numbers  of  readers  per  library  varies  con- 
siderably, for  while  Poplar  and  Hammersmith  share  a  library 
or  branch  between  1,200  readers.  Stoke  Newington  and  Chel- 
sea are  satisfied  with  one  establishment  for  4,600  readers. 

Some  consideration  must  be  given  to  the  burden  on  the 
ratepayers  of  the  provision  of  these  facilities.  The  library 
expenditure  in  all  the  metropolitan  boroughs  is  limited  to 
the  produce  of  the  penny  rate.  The  City  is  an  exception  to 
this,  but  as  it  does  not  possess  a  rate-supported  library  it  is 
not  taken  into  consideration.  The  amount  produced  by  the 
penny  rate  varies  from  borough  to  borough  within  very  wide 
limits. 

The  wealthy  City  of  Westminster  receives  nearly  3^23,000 
for  every  penny  of  its  imposed  rate ;  Kensington  comes  next 
with  £9,500,  and  the  others  fall  gradually  till  we  find  that 
Stoke  Newington  receives  only  £1,400.  But  to  estimate  the 
burden  it  is  necessary  to  consider  the  produce  of  the  penny  rate 
in  relation  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and  in  doing  this  we 
find  that  while  every  1,000  inhabitants  in  Westminster  can 
raise  for  library  purposes  £128,  in  the  over-burdened  east  and 
south-east.  Poplar  and  Camberwell  can  only  raise  £20,  while 
Stepney  comes  lowest  on  the  list  with  £19  per  1,000  inhabi- 
tants. 

But  this  does  not  express  the  whole  of  the  burden,  for 
while  1,000  inhabitants  of  wealthy  Westminster  have  the 
power  to  spend  £128,  they  find  that  their  five  libraries,  well 
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stocked  with  books  and  liberally  staffed,  cost  them  only  3^65, 
while  Poplar,  which  finds  six  establishments  too  little  for  its 
needs,  must  perforce  expend  the  whole  of  the  jf  19  per  1,000 
citizens  that  it  is  enabled  to  raise. 

It  is  important  further  to  consider  the  use  that  is  made 
of  these  facilities  by  the  different  boroughs,  and  fortunately 
we  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  with  information  as 
to  the  stocks  of  books  in  the  various  boroughs.  The  figures 
which  follow  merely  refer  to  the  actual  stocks  in  the  libraries, 
and  do  not  profess  to  state  the  relative  extents  to  which  the 
two  large  classes  of  books  are  used.  We  find  that  while 
Westminster  is  enabled  with  its  relatively  light  burden  to 
provide  600  volumes  for  every  1,000  inhabitants,  Chelsea  536 
and  Hampstead  498,  Stepney  must  be  content  with  192, 
Poplar  with  174,  Woolwich  with  170,  and  Fulham  with  147. 

A  rough  indication  as  to  whether  the  library  is  more  use- 
ful for  recreation  or  study,  is  given  by  the  relative  proportions 
of  fiction  and  non-fiction  provided  by  the  boroughs. 

The  result  of  a  comparison  of  these  two  main  classes  is 
on  the  whole  satisfactory,  and  creditable  to  every  one  con- 
cerned in  the  administration  of  our  borough  libraries.  It  is  too 
often  the  case  that  undeserved  censure  of  these  useful  insti- 
tutions is  based  on  insufficient  or  imperfectly  digested  infor- 
mation. 

The  proportion  of  fiction  to  non-fiction  varies  between 
narrow  limits.  The  highest  percentages  of  non-fiction  are 
in  Chelsea,  where  it  is  81,  and  Westminster,  Hampstead 
and  Woolwich,  where  it  is  76;  and  the  lowest,  with  one 
exception,  Poplar  and  Lewisham,  where  it  is  61.  The  excep- 
tion referred  to  is  Paddington,  where  the  figure  is  33  per  cent. 

While  it  is  undoubtedly  a  perfectly  legitimate  object  of 
the  rate-supported  libraries  to  provide  opportunities  of 
recreation,  it  must  also  be  remembered  that  they  ought  to 
be  a  very  valuable  element  in  the  educational  system  of 
London,  and  might  conceivably  be  of  the  greatest  assistance 
and  value  to  the  very  large  number  of  serious  students  who 
€an  find  in  London,  with  perhaps  greater  facility  than  any- 
where else,  instruction  in  science,  literature  and  art  at  a 
relatively  low  cost. 
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Let  us  consider  the  case  of  the  student  of  science  and 
technology.  These  students  may  be  either  those  whose 
means  enable  them  to  pursue  courses  of  study  in  the  splendid 
laboratories  of  University  College,  the  Royal  College  of 
Science,  the  City  and  Guilds  Institution  and  other  schools  of 
equal  rank,  or  they  may  be  young  men  and  women  whose 
circumstances  compel  them  to  earn  their  living  by  daily 
work,  and  have  only  access  to  the  culture  and  improvement 
offered  by  evening  study.  While  the  former  presumably 
have  access  to  the  best  literature  of  their  subject  in  the 
libraries  of  the  institutions  in  which  they  work,  the  latter, 
although,  it  is  suggested,  showing  probably  greater  devotion 
and  sacrifice  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  are  debarred  by 
the  hours  of  opening  and  closing  from  the  use  of  the  mag- 
nificent collections  in  the  British  Museum,  Patent  Office, 
and  other  public  libraries  of  reference.  The  polytechnics, 
it  is  admitted,  do  make  great  efforts  to  supply  the  books 
required  by  their  students ;  but  it  cannot  be  contended  that 
at  present  they  can  compete  in  this  respect  with  the  other 
institutions  named,  which  provide  fo?  the  student  who  has 
all  his  day  for  study.  It  is  precisely  for  this  latter  class  that 
the  public  rate-supported  libraries  of  London  ought  to  pro- 
vide, and  it  is  a  well-established  fact  to  those  who  know 
something  of  the  inner  working  of  the  public  libraries  in 
London,  that  it  is  one  of  the  great  sources  of  discontent 
among  London's  public  librarians  that  insufficient  funds, 
and  sometimes  also  unsympathetic  borough  council  com- 
mittees, prevent  their  doing  more  than  is  done  for  this  class. 
But  there  are  inherent  difficulties  which  have  to  be  taken 
into  consideration.  London  is  not  a  unit ;  it  is  twenty-eight 
independent  units  without  even  a  semblance  of  federation, 
and  it  would  impose  an  insupportable  financial  burden  on 
the  rate-payers  if  every  one  of  the  twenty-eight  boroughs 
were  to  attempt  to  supply,  through  the  public  libraries,  the 
books  required  by  advanced  students  in  science,  technology, 
history,  literature,  art  and  other  domains  of  study  which 
can  be  pursued  in  London. 

Let  us  go  a  little  more  closely  into  the  case  of  the  ad- 
vanced student  of  chemistry — and  by  this  we  do  not  mean 
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Whitcomb  House, 
Whitcomb  Street, 
Pall  Mall  East,  London. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  pleasure  in  informing  you  that 
the  Certificates  won  by  candidates  at  the  last  Examina- 
tion held  by  the  Library  Association,  will  be  distributed 
on  Wednesday,  the  9th  January,  1907,  by  Mr.  Sidney 
Webb,  L.C.C.,  Chairman  of  the  London  School  of 
Economics,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  at  the 
London  School  of  Economics,  Clare  Market,  London, 
W.C,  when  you  are  invited  to  be  present.  Friends  of 
the  successful  candidates,  and  members  of  the  Library 
Association  and  Library  Assistants'  Association  are  also 
cordially  invited  to  attend.  Sir  William  Bailey,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Library  Association,  will  take  the  Chair. 

Kindly  let  me  know  not  later  than  the  5th  January 
whether  it  is  your  intention  to  be  present  so  that  I 
may  reserve  a  seat  for  you. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ERNEST  A.  BAKER, 

Honorary  Secretary. 
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one  who  is  pursuing  original  research,  but  merely  one  who 
is  preparing  for  a  degree,  and  is  desirous  of  acquainting  him- 
self with  work  done  in  the  past.  He  requires  access  not 
only  to  the  latest  text-books,  dictionaries  and  other  works  of 
reference  published  in  this  country,  on  the  Continent  and  in 
America,  for  modem  science  is  pre-eminently  international, 
but  also  it  is  imperative  that  he  should  have  within  reach  all 
the  important  scientific  periodicals,  reviews  and  transac- 
tions of  scientific  societies.  The  Philosophical  Transactions 
of  the  Royal  Society  and  the  Journal  of  the  Chemical  Society 
are  only  two  of  probably  at  least  a  dozen  which  issue  in  the 
United  Kingdom  alone,  while  other  civilised  communities 
have  similar  publications,  and  in  all  of  these  important 
memoirs  are  published  and  results  recorded.  The  same 
applies  to  every  branch  of  knowledge,  and  it  is  needless  to 
go  further  into  detail. 

But  why  should  London  provide  twenty-eight  sets  of  all 
of  these  works?  There  is  no  probability  that  one  student 
in,  say,  Bermondsey  and  one  in,  say,  Finsbury  will  require  the 
same  volume  of  the  Philosophical  Transactions  at  the  same 
time,  and  therefore  it  is  not  necessary  that  both  Bermondsey 
and  Finsbury,  and  every  other  library  in  London,  should 
possess  a  set.  But  there  is  a  probability  that  more  than  one 
student  in  the  same  borough  might  require  the  same  volume 
at  the  same  time ;  for  instance,  a  teacher  at  the  Battersea 
Polytechnic  might  recommend  the  half-dozen  or  so  students 
in  his  advanced  class  in  chemistry  to  read  some  classical 
memoir ;  and  Battersea  Public  Library,  to  meet  this  demand 
efficiently,  would  require  two  or  three  sets  of  the  Philosophi- 
cal Transactions,  which  would  be  an  obviously  absurd  arrange- 
ment. The  absence  of  any  system  of  co-operation  between 
the  Metropolitan  libraries  renders  it  impossible  for  them  at 
present  to  co-operate  in  any  way  in  meeting  the  difficulty. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  London  libraries  (and  not 
only  the  municipal  ones)  should  be  co-ordinated  under  one 
management  This  would  remove  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  ex- 
isting difficulties,  but  is  at  present  impossible  of  realisation. 
Apart  from  the  magnitude  of  the  operation,  the  resistance 
from  the  twenty-eight  municipal  boroughs,  to  say  nothing 
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of  that  from  the  non-municipal  authorities  which    possess 
valuable  collections,  would  make  the  scheme  impossible. 

But  it  is  suggested  that  it  is  possible  at  the  present  timet 
without  friction,  to  supplement  the  existing  inadequate  col- 
lections in  the  borough  libraries  at  a  relatively  small  cost 
and  in  such  a  way  that  any  serious  student  shall  have  access, 
with  a  very  little  inconvenience,  to  a  collective  library  of  the 
highest  possible  efficiency. 

Education  authorities  under  the  Bill  now  before  Parlia- 
ment will  be  able  to  apply  their  funds  to  any  purpose  which 
the  Education  Department  shall  declare  to  be  an  educational 
purpose*  There  can  be  no  discussion  that  the  provision  of 
expensive  works  for  students'  use  is  such  a  purpose^  and  it 
is  suggested  that  the  Education  Committee  of  the  London 
County  Council  should  establish  such  a  collection. 

But  with  eighty-five  municipal  libraries  already  estab^ 
lished  in  London,  it  would  be  useless  duplication  for  the 
Education  Committee  to  undertake  all  the  work  of  registering 
borrowers  and  issuing  volumes  to  them  and  safeguarding 
their  return.  It  is  suggested  that  the  contents  of  the 
Council's  collection  should  be  lent  on  application  to  the 
public  libraries  and  the  libraries  of  educational  institutions 
which  could  then  lend  them  to  their  clients.  This  method 
would  avoid  the  necessity  for  a  very  large  staff*  The 
central  collection  would  have  as  borrowers  merely  the  eighty- 
five  libraries  and  branches  already  established,  and  those 
which  may  be  added  from  time  to  time  by  the  boroughs  in 
the  future,  together  with  the  fifty  or  so  polytechnics,  and 
such  other  of  the  institutions  for  higher  education  as  may 
care  to  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  offered.  In  any  case 
its  borrowers  could  not  exceed  a  couple  of  hundred,  and 
though  each  of  these  might  daily  draw  and  return  large 
numbers  of  books,  the  clerical  labour  required  would  be  but 
a  fraction  of  that  necessary  in  a  smaller  library,  where  a  large 
number  of  borrowers  withdraw  and  return  one  or  at  most 
two  volumes  each. 

A  further  advantage  of  the  system  suggested  is  the  relief 
to  the  boroughs  as  regards  the  library'  expenditure  in  the 
smaller  or  less   wealthy   boroughs.     Poplar,  for  instance. 
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which  can  only  raise  at  the  most  £3,400  for  library  purposes, 
or  Stoke  Newington,  which  can  raise  only  ;f  1,400,  would  be 
able  to  avoid  the  purchase  of  expensive  and  bulky  volumes 
involving  extra  expenditure  on  shelves,  and  so  could  devote 
its  funds  to  the  maintenance  of  those  works  more  frequently 
in  demand,  while  at  the  same  time  the  student  in  Poplar 
would  have  the  same  advantages  as  the  student  in  West- 
minster or  Kensington,  where  the  libraries  have  available 
3^23,000  and  £9,500  respectively,  and  find  that  they  do  not 
require  the  half  of  their  available  funds. 

In  fact,  it  may  be  conceived  that  the  local  libraries,  trust- 
ing to  the  central  collection  for  an  adequate  supply  of  what 
may  be  called  students'  works,  relatively  seldom  used,  would 
in  time  be  able  to  work  with  a  standard  collection  of  popular 
works  which  would  be  the  same  in  all  the  boroughs.  When 
this  point  is  reached,  it  might  be  possible  to  have  a  common 
catalogue  for  all  the  libraries.  An  attempt  at  this  sort  of 
system  has  been  made  in  the  United  States,  where  the 
American  Library  Association  and  the  Library  of  Congress 
jointly  have  prepared  and  printed  a  catalogue  of  eight 
thousand  works  suitable  for  a  public  lending  library.  The 
way  is,  in  consequence,  easy  for  a  local  authority  which  de- 
cides to  establish  a  collection.  It  can  procure  for  a  very 
small  sum  the  catalogue  of  its  collection  ready  made  on  the 
best  lines,  and  all  it  has  to  do  is  to  purchase  the  books  and 
place  the  necessary  marks  in  them  to  show  location. 

In  commencing  the  formation  of  such  a  collection  as  is 
suggested,  it  would  be  well  if  the  Council  would  inquire 
from  local  libraries  and  others  if  they  possessed  any  works 
which  would  be  more  suitable  for  the  central  than  the  local 
library.  Many  of  the  latter  already  possess  considerable 
quantities  of  works  rarely  used,  but  of  great  importance, 
which  merely  take  up  valuable  shelf  space  and  would  be 
glady  deposited  with,  or  perhaps  presented  to,  a  central 
library,  where  they  would  still  be  available  to  the  readers  of 
the  local  library  when  required.  The  saving  in  capital  ex- 
penditure by  reasonable  action  in  this  matter  would  be  very 
considerable,  and  the  relief  to  over-crowded  local  libraries 
greatly  welcome.     The  financial  aspect  of  the  suggestion  is 
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naturally  important  but  difficult  to  state  with  precision.  An 
approximate  idea  of  the  cost  may  be  obtained  from  the 
following  considerations. 

The  Patent  Office  Library  is  said  to  contain  105,000 
volumes  and  covers  probably  a  very  large  proportion  of 
modern  science.  But  probably  more  than  half  the  works  in 
it  would  be  found  to  be  unnecessary  in  a  collection  such  as  is 
suggested  above.  If  we  take  35,000  as  the  number  of  volumes 
required  for  a  modem  working  science  library  of  reference 
{i.e.,  excluding  the  smaller  text-books  and  class-books),  and 
if  we  allow  four  times  this  number  for  the  needs  of  depart- 
ments other  than  science,  we  get  a  total  of  165,000  volumes 
as  the  size  of  the  collection.  As  a  basis  to  calculate  the 
capital  cost  of  the  collection  probably  5s.  is  too  little  and 
los.  too  much  per  volume.  Taking  7s.  6d.  as  a  working  figure 
the  total  cost  would  be  about  £62,000  (one  penny  rate  in 
London  produces  3^171,000).  But  it  would  be  impossible  to 
spend  for  this  purpose  wisely  and  economically  such  a  sum  as 
£62,000  within  less  than  ten  years,  and  the  collection  could 
be  got  together  with  reasonable  rapidity  by  the  expenditure 
of  not  more  than  £10,000  in  any  one  year.  The  average 
expenditure  would  probably  be  nearer  £5,000. 

In  regard  to  administration  the  cost  would  be  probably 
easily  covered  by  £5,000  a  year  when  in  full  working  order, 
but  would  be  four  or  five  years  in  getting  up  to  that  figure. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  say  more.  The  result  in  efficiency 
and  convenience  to  the  education  of  London  would  be  in- 
calculable, and  would  do  much  towards  the  attainment  of  the 
ideal  of  all  public  administration — equality  of  opportunity  to 
the  deserving. 
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THE  BRADFORD  MECHANICS'  INSTITUTE 
LIBRARY.^ 

By  C.  a.  Fbderbr. 

THE  excellent  collection  of  books  accumulated  by  the 
directors  of  the  Bradford  Mechanics'  Institute  during 
the  seventy-five  years  of  its  existence  owes  its  origin  to  the 
intelligent  and  persevering  efforts  of  the  late  Alderman 
Joseph  Farrar.  Born  at  Halifax  in  1805,  that  gentleman 
came,  when  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  to  settle  in  Bradford 
where,  to  his  disappointment,  he  found  but  scanty  oppor- 
tunities for  improving  his  mind.  True,  the  year  after  Mr. 
Farrar's  arrival  in  this  city,  1825,  saw  an  attempt  made  to 
establish  a  public  library  on  Mechanics'  Institute  lines,  but  it 
ended  in  failure  and  the  small  collection  of  books  which  had 
been  got  together  was  dispersed.  Young  Farrar,  however, 
was  not  the  man  to  sit  down  quietly  under  this  disappoint- 
ment ;  stirred  up  by  the  glowing  accounts  which  he  received 
from  his  friends  and  relatives  in  Halifax  as  to  the  marked 
success  of  the  Mechanics'  Institute  in  that  town  he  frequently 
conferred  with  Mr.  Clough,  a  young  schoolmaster  and  con- 
genial friend  of  his,  regarding  the  most  suitable  means  of 
securing  similar  privileges  to  the  town  of  his  adoption.  Two 
circumstances  which  transpired  in  1831  brought  the  fulfilment 
of  his  wishes  within  measurable  distance.  In  the  autumn  of 
that  year  a  series  of  popular  lectures  on  literature  and  science 
were  delivered  in  Sion  Chapel  under  the  auspices  of  its  pastor 
and  congregation.  Two  of  those  lectures  were  given  by  Mr. 
John  Murray,  of  Hull,  who  took  the  opportunity  of  warmly 
recommending  to  his  hearers  the  advisability  of  establishing 

'  Prepared  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Library  Association,  Bradford,  4th 
September,  1906. 
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in  Bradford  a  Mechanics'  Institution  on  similar  lines  to  those 
adopted  elsewhere.  The  other  circumstance,  clearly  arising 
out  of  the  foregoing  and  tending  in  the  same  direction,  was 
the  appearance  upon  the  walls  of  Bradford,  during  December 
of  the  same  year,  of  a  modest  placard,  without  signature  or 
printer's  name,  which  called  the  attention  of  the  public  to 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  establishing  a  Mechanics' 
Institute  and  library  in  this  town.  It  is  not  possible  at  this 
distance'  of  time  to  state  with  certainty  who  took  the  step  of 
issuing  this  bill,  but  several  circumstances  point  to  Mr. 
Christopher  Wilkinson,  a  local  bookseller  who  had  been  one 
of  the  promoters  of  the  abortive  attempt  in  1825,  as  being 
connected  with  this  renewed  effort.  Mr.  Farrar's  mind  was 
soon  made  up.  Resolved  to  do  what  in  him  lay  to  bring  the 
question  to  an  issue,  he  went  to  spend  the  afternoon  of 
Christmas  Day  with  his  friend  Mr.  Clough,  and  there  and 
then  the  two  young  men  decided  upon  the  steps  which  should 
put  the  scheme  into  practical  shape.  A  letter  to  the  Editor 
of  the  Leeds  Mercury,  at  that  period  the  most  influential 
newspaper  of  the  county,  was  drawn  up  and  despatched ;  a 
list  was  made  of  men  of  light  and  leading  connected  with 
Bradford  and  its  neighbourhood  whom  it  was  thought  ad- 
visable to  personally  canvass,  and  preliminary  arrangements 
were  made  for  calling  a  town's  meeting  when  matters  should 
have  progressed  a  little  further.  There  was  such  a  breeziness 
and  quiet  determination  about  the  way  in  which  these  twa 
young  men  were  handling  a  question  of  such  weighty  import- 
ance, that  the  sense  of  propriety  of  good  old  Bradford  was 
considerably  startled;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  a  private 
meeting  of  some  leading  inhabitants  was  held  to  discuss  the 
situation.  The  opinions  put  forward  at  this  informal  meeting 
made  it  quite  clear  that  public  support  of  the  proposed 
institution  would  be  contingent  on  the  rigorous  exclusion 
therefrom  of  all  anti-religious  tendencies.  A  resolution  to 
this  effect  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  it  was  decided  to 
submit  it  as  a  kind  of  ultimatum  to  the  promoters  of  the 
scheme.  As  Messrs.  Farrar  and  Clough  had  already  arrived 
at  a  similar  conclusion,  they  naturally  felt  no  hesitation  in 
accepting  unreservedly  the  declaration  put  before  them  by 
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Mr.  Benjamin  Seebohm,  who  was  the  deputation  from  the 
meeting  in  question. 

The  theological  difficulty  being  thus  avoided  and  existing 
prejudices  to  a  great  extent  removed,  the  step  of  a  public 
recognition  was  next  decided  upon,  and  a  public  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Bradford  was  called  for  20th  March,  1832. 
Messrs.  Edward  Barnes  and  Thomas  Flint,  the  pioneers  of 
Mechanics'  Institute  work  in  Yorkshire,  attended  the  meeting 
and  rendered  valuable  help  in  the  matter  of  procedure  and 
organisation.  We  need  not  detail  here  the  personnel  of  the 
patrons,  officers  and  directorate  of  the  new  institution ;  nor 
need  its  rules,  as  then  adopted,  be  given  in  extenso ;  suffice 
it  to  record  that  the  first  of  the  objects  of  the  Institute  was 
declared  to  be  **  the  provision  of  an  extensive  and  well- 
selected  library  ".  In  pursuance  of  this  object  a  room  was 
secured  in  Piccadilly  at  the  modest  rental  of  £"13  per  annum. 
The  room  itself  was  furnished  as  a  classroom  with  desks  and 
forms,  and  a  large  closet  which  faced  the  doorway  was  fitted 
with  shelves  to  serve  as  a  library,  a  counter  being  put  in  front 
to  keep  the  place  private.  Here  Mr.  William  Clough  was 
installed  as  first  librarian.  The  library  was  arranged  to  be 
open  for  the  borrowing  and  exchanging  of  books  on  three 
evenings  of  the  week,  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Saturday, 
from  7  to  9.30.  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings  were  given 
to  class  teaching  in  elementary  subjects. 

The  most  immediately  pressing  need  was  naturally  the 
stocking  of  the  library,  and  this  required  money :  whatever 
the  future  prospects  of  the  Institute  might  be,  a  large  present 
outlay  had  to  be  faced.  Fortunately  the  crucial  question  of 
finance  was  promptly  solved  by  the  generosity  of  the  patrons 
and  friends  of  the  Institute,  whose  donations  enabled  the 
directors  to  spend  a  sum  of  nearly  ^f 200  in  the  purchase  of 
books,  whilst  the  sum  of  six  guineas  had  to  suffice  to  re- 
munerate the  chief  and  sole  librarian  and  the  two  class 
teachers  jointly. 

We  ought  not  to  omit  to  state  that,  as  is  invariably  the 
<:ase  at  the  opening  of  public  libraries,  gentlemen  gladly 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  making  graceful 
presentations  of  books  which  were  lumbering  valuable  space 
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m  their  houses  yet  which  they  felt  reluctant  to  put  at  the 
back  of  the  fire.  A  present  of  more  evident  utility,  perhaps, 
was  that  of  a  pair  of  brass  candlesticks,  made  by  a  well-known 
Bradford  ironmonger. 

By  the  end  of  the  first  year  the  library  had  grown  to  800 
volumes  of  an  exceedingly  miscellaneous  character,  it  must  be 
confessed,  as  shown  by  the  first  catalogue  which  was  printed 
in  1833,  and  such  as  might  be  expected  from  the  inexperience 
of  a  preponderatingly  clerical  committee  of  selection  restricted 
to  the  choice  of  purely  secular  literature.  The  departments 
most  copiously  represented  were  History,  Biography,  Travels, 
Mathematics  and  Chemistry,  which,  setting  aside  Theology, 
may  be  taken  as  being  fairly  representative  of  the  trend  of 
intellectual  aspirations  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  A  highly  suggestive  fact  is  that  not  a  single  work 
of  fiction  appears  in  the  catalogue,  nor  did  Social  Science  in 
the  sense  attributed  to  it  at  the  present  day  find  any  place  in 
it.  Such  as  it  was,  the  newly  formed  library  was  at  any 
rate  greatly  appreciated  by  the  class  for  whom  it  was  in- 
tended, the  number  of  issues  of  books  between  the  i6th  of 
April  when  the  library  was  first  opened  and  the  end  of  the 
year  having  been  4,642.  The  following  year  the  Institute 
was  removed  from  Piccadilly  to  Albion  Court,  300  new 
volumes  being  added  to  the  library  and  the  number  of  issues 
increasing  to  11 ,400.  Another  removal  took  place  in  1834, 
this  time  to  a  most  eligible  site  at  the  junction  of  Kirkgate 
and  Market  Street.  Progress  during  the  next  few  years  was 
slow,  the  income  of  the  Institute  being  husbanded  for  the 
contemplated  erection  of  a  building  of  its  own.  Strangely 
enough,  during  the  year  1837,  the  year  of  hard  times  when 
the  industries  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  were  at  a 
standstill  and  distress  was  widely  prevalent,  the  facilities  for 
«tudy  afforded  by  the  Mechanics'  Institute  Library  were  taken 
advantage  of  to  an  unprecedented  extent ;  the  issues  of  books 
rose,  in  round  numbers,  to  19,000,  which  was  2,000  in  excess 
of  any  previous  year.  That  same  year  the  Union  of  West 
Riding  Institutes  came  into  being,  Bradford  being  one  of  the 
thirteen  institutes  constituting  that  federation.  The  report 
presented  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Union,  held  at 
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Leeds  on  the  25th  April,  1838,  throws  a  curious  light  on  the 
reading  facilities  then  existing  in  the  most  populous  part  of 
this  county.  It  appears  that  only  nine  of  the  thirteen  in- 
stitutes possessed  libraries,  that  the  aggregate  total  of  volumes 
therein  was  8,373,  that  the  Bradford  Institute  accounted  for 
2,400  volumes  of  that  total,  whilst  York,  the  next  best  on  the 
list,  had  only  1,400,  Leeds  1,270,  and  Huddersfield  1,200 
volumes. 

The  year  1840  saw  the  realisation  of  the  long-cherished 
dream  of  possessing  a  building  specially  erected  for  the 
Institute,  and  the  removal  into  the  new  premises  was  ac- 
companied by  various  new  arrangements  for  rendering  the 
library  more  useful ;  beginning  with  1841  it  was  to  be  open 
every  week-day  from  one  to  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and 
from  six  to  half-past  nine  in  the  evening ;  the  reading-room 
to  be  open  from  10  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  In  1852,  the  step  of 
introducing  daily  and  weekly  journals  into  the  reading-room 
was  taken,  not  without  serious  misgivings.  But  it  was  only 
in  1870  that  the  directors  most  reluctantly  yielded  to  the 
steadily  growing  demand  for  light  reading,  by  adding  to  the 
library  such  "  safe  "  novelists  as  Dickens,  Thackeray,  Ljrtton, 
Kingsley,  Cooper,  TroUope,  Mrs.  Wood,  Mrs.  Gaskell,  Miss 
Yonge,  Charlotte  Bronte,  Anne  Bronte;  but  the  line  was 
drawn  at  Emily  Bronte,  whose  Wuthering  Heights  was  at 
that  time  considered  as  a  very  wicked  book. 

I  conclude  by  recording  that  the  number  of  books  at 
present  in  the  Mechanics*  Institute  Library  is  over  24,000, 
and  that  the  last  year's  issues  totalled  to  45,385. 


ON  THE  GLAZING  OF  LIBRARIES,  WITH  RE- 
FERENCE  TO  THE  CHEMICAL  ACTION  OF 
LIGHT  UPON  LEATHER. 

By  a.  Seymour-Jones. 

FIVE  years  and  more  have  passed  since  the  Society  of 
Arts'  Committee  on  Leather  for  Bookbinding  issued 
their  report,  and  it  will  do  no  harm  to  take  a  retrospective 
view  of  their  labours,  and,  in  the  light  of  our  knowledge 
to-day,  ascertain  how  far  their  recommendations  have  been 
carried  out  by  all  concerned.  Although  a  member  of  the 
General  Committee,  and  of  each  Sub-Committee,  I  purpose 
dealing  with  the  findings  as  contained  in  the  second  Sub- 
Committee  only,  whose  labours  were  devoted  to  the  scientific 
elucidation  of  the  various  problems. 

Their  work  practically  resolved  itself  into  two  parts. 

1.  The  preparation  of  the  leather. 

2.  The  preservation  of  the  same. 

In  regard  to  the  first  part,  many  enlightened  manufac- 
turers of  leather  have  adopted  the  conclusions,  not  only  for 
bookbinding  leathers,  but  for  almost  all  fancy  leathers,  such 
as  upholstery,  etc.,  and  so  far  as  our  knowledge  carries  us 
to-day  we  have  but  little  to  add  to  the  report,  though  I  am 
of  opinion  that  the  work  is  still  incomplete. 

Turning  to  the  second  part,  viz.,  the  preservation  of  book 
leathers,  I  fear  this  section  has  not  yet  received  the  attention 
of  library  architects  and  librarians  which  it  deserves.  Many 
old  bindings  were  shown  to  the  Committee  to  illustrate  how 
during  recent  times  the  leather  had  become  tender  and 
rotten,  although  they  had  stood  the  test  of  a  hundred  years 
and  more.  Why  ?  So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover 
the  causes  are  many,  as  set  forth  in  the  report,  yet  I  am 

45 


642  The  Library  Association  Record. 

inclined  to  agfree  with  Mr.  E.  Gordon  Duff,  who,  in  a  letter 
to  me  written  after  the  publication  of  the  report  says : — 

'*  The  report  was  interesting  but  not  very  final.  There 
seems  to  be  a  good  deal  of  confusion  between  (as  we  say  in 
logic)  post  hoc  and  propter  hoc.** 

There  still  remains  much  to  clear  up,  and  to  this  point 
I  shall  refer  later  on.  One  of  the  causes  of  decay,  especially 
of  old  bindings,  was  found  to  be  due  to  their  exposure  to 
daylight  as  apart  from  other  causes,  and  it  is  to  this  point 
I  wish  to  call  attention.  In  the  1901  report,  page  16, 
section  4,  the  matter  is  dealt  with  at  length,  and  again 
in  the  complete  report,  1905,  pages  6g  and  70.  I  called 
attention  early  in  our  investigation  to  the  influence  of  direct 
light,  especially  upon  certain  leathers.  Prof.  Procter  kindly 
undertook  this  research,  and  I  cannot  do  better  than  give 
the  report  he  furnished  to  the  Committee. 

•**  REPORT  TO  THE  SOCIETY  OF  ARTS  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
EFFECT  OF  COLOURED  GLASSES  IN  PROTECTING 
LEATHER   FROM  THE   ACTION   OF   LIGHT. 

By  Prop.  Henry  R.  Procter,  F.I.C. 

**  Abundant  observation  having  proved  the  injurious  effect 
of  strong  light  on  leather,  and  Mr.  A,  Seymour-Jones  having 
shown  that  samples  exposed  under  deep  red,  yellow  and 
green  glasses  were  not  affected,  while]  blue  and  violet  exer- 
cised no  protective  influence,  it  became  important  to  ascer- 
tain whether  glasses  pale  enough  for  use  in  library  windows 
could  afford  any  useful  protection.  For  this  purpose,  sixteen 
shades,  mostly  of  yellows,  browns  and  greens,  were  selected 
from  the  '  cathedral  glass  *  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Pilking- 
ton  Bros.,  Ltd.,  and  leathers  were  exposed  under  them  to  light 
in  the  glass  exposure  chamber  of  the  dyeing  department  of 
the  Yorkshire  College  from  19th  January  to  19th  March,  1901 . 
This  chamber  has  a  full  south  exposure  to  the  sun,  and  is 
glazed  with  clear  glass.  The  leathers  selected  for  experiment 
were  East  India  tanned  sheep,  sumach  tanned  skiver,  tanned 
from  pickled  grains  by  a  well-known  firm,  and  similar  skiver 
tanned  in  the  College  from  grains  delimed  with  borophenol 
only,  and  with  the  purest  sumach  obtainable.     The  unpro- 
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tected  parts  of  the  E.  I.  sheep  were  of  course  darkened  by 
this  exposure  to  a  deep  red  colour ;  the  pickled  skiver,  which 
had  a  slight  excess  of  alkaline  base,  as  if  it  had  been 
subjected  to  some  treatment  to  remove  free  mineral  acid, 
was  a  good  deal  darkened  to  a  drab  colour,  while  the 
College-tanned  leather  was  almost  unaffected,  even  in 
parts  most  fully  exposed  to  the  light.  None  of  the  leathers 
showed  appreciable  tendering  of  the  grain.  Although  the 
degree  of  darkening  of  the  different  leathers  was  widely 
different,  the  order  of  protective  power  of  the  coloured 
glasses  was  the  same  in  each  case,  showing  that  the  same 
sorts  of  light  caused  the  darkening  of  all  of  them.  A 
sheet  of  ordinary  sensitised  albumenised  photographic  paper 
was  also  exposed  under  the  same  glasses,  and  with  slight 
and  unimportant  exceptions  the  order  of  protective  effect 
of  the  glasses  was  the  same.  As  this  result  can  be  obtained 
with  the  sensitised  paper  in  less  than  an  hour  of  good  sun- 
light, it  affords  a  rapid  and  easy  method  of  comparing  the 
protective  power  of  different  glasses,  and  is  much  more 
reliable  than  any  results  based  on  colour-measurement, 
even  with  the  spectroscope.  It  is  known  that  albumenised 
silver  paper  is  largely  affected  by  the  invisible  ultra-violet 
rays,  and  this  is  no  doubt  also  the  case  with  leather.  It 
may  therefore  happen  that  two  glasses  apparently  of  the 
same  colour  are  very  different  in  their  protective  effect, 
and  it  also  suggests  the  employment,  if  not  too  expensive, 
of  glass  tinted  with  uranium,  which  has  the  power  of  con- 
verting the  ultra-violet  rays  into  comparatively  innocuous 
green  light. 

"The  following  table  summarises  the  results  of  the  ex- 
periments. Column  I  gives  the  order  of  the  glasses  as 
regards  visual  transparency,  white  being  taken  as  i. 
Naturally  in  comparing  the  depth  of  different  colours,  much 
depends  on  the  judgment  of  the  observer,  but  the  arrange- 
ment was  checked  by  several  persons.  Column  2  gives  the 
order  of  the  glasses  as  regards  their  protective  effect  on 
leather,  white  being  again  taken  as  i.  Thus  the  best 
glasses  for  lighting  purposes  will  be  those  high  in  number 
in   Column  2,  and  at  the   same  time  low   in   Column   i 
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Judged  in  this  way,  Nos.  704  and  804  may  be  specially 
recommended  where  moderate  protection  is  sufficient,  and 
light  is  required  for  reading,  while  812  and  712  are  almost 
completely  protective  in  full  sunlight,  but  absorb  a  good 
deal  of  visual  light.  704  and  712  are  olive,  while  804  and 
812  are  yellow  or  orange.  Bright  or  bluish  greens,  pinks 
and  violets  have  little  if  any  protective  effect.  Column  3 
gives  similar  numbers,  showing  the  order  of  protection  to 
sensitised  paper.  Column  4  describes  the  colour  of  the 
glasses,  the  next  four  columns  give  their  tintometer  measure- 
ments, and  column  9  describes  their  absorption-spectra,  as 
observed  by  a  small  spectroscope.  The  letters  used  indicate 
the  well-known  lines  of  the  solar  spectrum.  A  to  C  is  red, 
passing  through  orange  to  bright  yellow  at  D.  E  and  B 
are  about  the  centre  of  the  green  and  F  of  the  blue,  the 
remainder  of  the  spectrum  being  violet.  The  red  tinto- 
meter glasses  absorb  nearly  the  whole  of  the  green,  and  a 
good  deal  of  the  violet ;  the  yellow  absorb  the  violet 
spectrum  beyond  F,  passing  green  and  red,  while  the  blue 
(cobalt  glass)  gives  a  banded  spectrum,  passing  a  portion 
of  the  red  between  C  and  D,  absorbing  the  yellow,  but 
passing  a  broad  band  of  green  between  D  and  E,  and 
almost  the  whole  of  the  violet. 

"  The  general  conclusions  to  be  drawn  are  that  yellow, 
olive  and  orange  glasses  are  the  most  suitable,  but  that  it 
is  very  difficult  to  judge  either  by  appearance,  or  by  spectro- 
scopic or  tintotneter  measurements,  and  that  testing  with 
photographic  paper  is,  next  to  actual  trial  with  leather,  the 
best  criterion. 

"  It  is  strongly  recommended  that  library  windows  ex- 
posed to  direct  sunlight  should  be  protected  with  suitable 
coloured  glass." 
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A  study  of  this  report  Will  clearly  show  that  when  build- 
ing a  library,  or  replacing  glass  in  an  existing  library, 
windows  or  bookcases,  a  good  transparent  glass  may  be 
employed  which  will  not  only  give  an  almost  equal  light 
compared  with  white  glass,  but  will  at  the  same  time  pro- 
tect the  books  from  the  evils  of  direct  light.  I  trust  this 
question  of  preservation  of  leather  bindings  will  receive  the 
attention  it  deserves.  Before  I  close  I  wish  to  refer  to  Mr. 
Gordon  DufTs  remark  already  given.  Prof.  Procter  and  Dr. 
Gordon  Parker  agree  with  me  that  the  work  accomplished 
leaves  much  to  be  desired.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  the 
Committee  as  formed  by  the  Society  of  Arts  has  never  been 
finally  dissolved,  or  requested  to  continue  its  labours.  The 
results  of  our  experiments  as  illustrated  by  Plates  II.  to  IX. 
in  the  1905  edition  of  the  report  were  handed  by  me  into  the 
custody  of  the  Society  of  Arts  for  use  of  future  investigators, 
and  it  is  important  that  it  should  be  known  where  they  repose. 

In  view  of  the  work  that  remains  to  be  done,  I  would 
suggest  that  the  Society  of  Arts  approach  the  Worshipful 
Company  of  Leather  Sellers  with  a  proposition  to  ask  the 
Sub-Committee  No.  2  to  carry  on  its  work,  and  couple  with 
them  a  representative  bookbinder  and  a  representative  of 
the  Library  Association  who  could  from  time  to  time  be 
consulted.  The  expense  would  be  very  small,  and  only 
required  where  special  apparatus  has  to  be  purchased  for 
any  particular  investigation. 


THOUGHTS  ON  THE  REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT.* 

By  Horace  Barlow,  Assistant  in  The  London 
Library, 

OF  the  various  departments  of  the  public  library,  the 
reference  department  is  the  one  which,  to-day,  is 
perhaps  the  object  of  most  discussion.  And  what  is  the 
nature  of  this  discussion  ?  It  is  a  conflict  between  two 
classes  of  librarians,  each  of  which  has  its  own  particular 
views  with  regard  to  the  importance  of  this  department. 

The  one  class  would  propagate  the  idea — it  cannot  be 
regarded  as  a  fact — that  this  is  the  least  useful  and  most 
expensive  department  of  the  public  library,  an  idea  given 
cogent  expression  by  Mr.  Savage  in  the  September  number 
of  the  Library  Association  Record  ;  and  the  other  class, 
fostering  another  idea  which  is  in  manifest  opposition,  would 
have  it  that  the  same  department,  if  not  the  least  expensive, 
is  the  most  useful.  Other  librarians  interested  in  the  matter 
belong  neither  to  the  one  class  nor  to  the  other ;  and  these 
contend  that  the  reference  department  is  neither  more  nor 
less  useful  than  the  lending  department,  and  therefore  regard 
both  as  being  of  equal  importance.  Which  of  these  three 
is  right  ?  Each  forgets  that  environment  settles  everything, 
and  that  what  is  good  for  one  is  not  good  for  another,  and 
vice  versd.  If  the  class  of  readers  in  one  public  library  has 
no  taste  for  literature  other  than  fiction,  and  does  not  de- 
mand the  books  which  are  thought  to  belong  to  the  reference 
department,  having  no  occasion  to  use  them,  then  the 
librarian  of  this  particular  library  is,  in  my  opinion,  quite 
justified  in  expressing  his  view  that  the  lending  department 
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is  the  more  important  and  therefore  deserves  more  attention, 
but  only  so  far  as  it  concerns  his  own  library.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  another  librarian  finds  that  the  reference  depart- 
ment has  the  greater  appeal  to  his  class  of  readers,  then  he, 
in  his  turn,  is  justified  in  attaching  more  importance  to  the 
reference  department,  but  again,  only  so  far  as  it  concerns 
his  own  particular  library.  Therefore,  both  are  justified  in 
expressing  their  own  views,  but  neither  is  justified  in  enter- 
ing into  polemics,  and  each,  therefore,  must  rest  content 
with  modest  opinion. 

There  is,  however,  one  subject  which  we  all  may  discuss, 
and  that  is  the  class  of  books  that  should  constitute  this 
much-talked-of  department.  Here  again,  and  it  is  rather 
surprising,  there  will  be  no  little  difference  of  opinion. 
Mr.  Jast,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Library  Assistants'  Associa- 
tion at  Croydon  on  Wednesday,  March  14th,  with  reference  to 
this  subject,  said  that  of  the  collection  of  books  designed  for 
a  public  library,  the  residue  would  suffice  for  the  reference 
department  when  all  those  that  could  justify  a  position  in 
the  lending  department  were  taken  away  from  it.  This  is  a 
proposal  from  which  many  will  dissent,  and  there  may  be 
many  who,  placing  the  claims  of  the  reference  higher  than 
those  of  the  lending  department,  would  reverse  this  proposi- 
tion and  assign  to  the  latter  those  books  which  could  not 
justify  their  position  in  the  former.  Because  some  are 
suitable  for  one  department,  it  does  not  follow  that  others 
are  desirable  for  another ;  and  many,  perhaps,  do  not  de- 
serve a  place  in  either. 

At  the  same  meeting  **  weight  '*  was  considered  a  good 
basis  upon  which  the  selection  should  be  determined.  A 
heavy  and  unwieldy  book — for  weight  generally  determines 
the  size,  and  vice  versd — is  not  necessarily  a  reference  book, 
and  although  many  works  of  reference  have  this  character- 
istic— to  wit,  the  large  octavo,  quarto,  and  folio  dictionaries, 
encyclopaedias  and  gazetteers — the  student  and  the  researcher 
require  a  special  work,  not  on  account  of  its  weight,  but 
according  as  it  treats  of  the  particular  subject  on  which  they 
seek  information.  Neither  "residue"  nor  "weight"  seems 
to  determine  the  class  of  books  suitable  for  either  department. 
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Borrowers  deprecate  most  strongly  the  shutting-up  for 
reference  of  books  which,  on  account  of  their  nature,  should 
be  available  for  home  reading ;  and  on  inspection  of  the  stock 
of  the  reference  departments  of  many  of  our  public  libraries, 
they  would  find  just  cause  for  their  deprecation,  the  use  of 
works  beyond  the  walls  of  the  rooms  in  which  they  are  placed 
being  denied  them.  Much  surprise  would  be  evoked  by  the 
seeming  absence  of  the  faculty  of  discrimination  on  the  part 
either  of  the  librarian  or  those  responsible  for  the  selection. 
But  many  of  those  whose  privilege  it  is  to  attend  to  the 
wants  of  the  public  in  providing  it  with  literature  know  that 
in  many  cases  the  injudicious  selection,  not  only  of  reference, 
but  also  of  every  other  class  of  books,  is  not  the  result  of 
the  absence  of  this  faculty  of  discrimination,  but,  being  ac- 
quainted with  the  personality  of  the  librarian,  and  also  with 
the  idiosyncrasies  of  the  members  of  his  committee,  who  are 
frequently  responsible  for  the  selection,  they  know  that  this 
grievance  is  the  outcome  of  the  oddities  and  whims  of  the 
former,  who  perhaps  cherishes  the  idea  of  a  prodigious  refer- 
ence department,  and  of  the  latter,  who,  through  lack  of 
personal  and  sympathetic  intercourse  with  the  members  of 
the  community,  are  not  cognisant  of  their  wants.  However, 
the  selection  of  books  should  be  entrusted  to  the  librarian 
himself,  for,  notwithstanding  any  peculiarities  which  may 
tend  to  guide  him,  he,  with  the  help  of  his  chief  assistant,  is 
in  a  position  to  know  more  than  any  member  of  his  com- 
mittee concerning  the  wants  of  his  readers,  being  brought 
into  contact  with  them  day  by  day.  Oxenstiern,  with  no 
small  degree  of  truth,  once  said  that  the  quantity  of  books  in 
a  library  is  often  a  cloud  of  witnesses  of  the  ignorance  of  the 
owner.  Many  librarians  in  early  life  have  had  occasion  to 
use  the  reference  books  of  public  libraries  for  their  own  in- 
tellectual improvement ;  and  these,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  obey  the 
dictates  of  their  own  difficulties  and  experiences  as  students 
when  purchasing  new  works,  and  in  determining  what  should 
and  should  not  be  assigned  to  each  department. 

We  are  all  agreed  that  dictionaries,  encyclopaedias,  gazet- 
teers, atlases,  directories,  annuals,  university  calendars,  and 
other  publications   that  fall   into  the   same   category,   are 
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essentially  works  of  reference,  and  that  these  should  constitute 
the  bulk  of  this  department.  Works  written  on  the  in- 
dustries, arts  and  other  special  features  of  the  town  or  im- 
mediate country  in  which  the  library  is  located,  are  housed 
in  this  part  of  the  library ;  so  also  are  the  local  collections. 
Much  attention  should  be  given  to  the  securing  of  a  good 
collection  of  these  works,  and  care  should  be  exercised  in 
preserving  them.  But  is  it  advisable  to  secure  the  '*  best 
possible  collection  "  of  works  of  this  class  ?  When  librarians 
make  new  collections  or  augment  already  existing  ones  on 
the  plea  that  they  should  be  the  most  complete  of  their  kind, 
then  those  who  decry  the  unnecessary  accumulations  of  these 
publications  are  quite  justified  in  crying  out  that  this  branch 
of  library  work  is  **  overdone  '*.  And  in  this  I  seem  to  agree 
with  the  writer  of  the  article  already  quoted.  It  may  be 
conducive  to  the  pride  of  the  librarian  who  revels  in  exhibiting 
the  products  of  his  own  industry  in  the  art  of  collecting  at 
public  expense,  but  it  is  not  calculated  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  ratepayers  who  pay  for  them.  Nor  does  it  tend  to  pacify 
the  more  boisterous  of  those  whose  daily  cry  is  that  they 
never  get  the  books  they  require.  Decrease  the  expenditure 
on  the  local  collection,  and  devote  more  to  the  augmentation 
of  the  stock  of  the  lending  library. 

On  what  impulses  are  these  works  collected  ?  We  think 
of  posterity  and  endeavour  to  provide  for  it.  It  may  be 
laudable  sentiment,  but  the  aim  of  every  librarian  should 
be  to  provide  for  his  own  generation.  We  live  in  too  great 
a  hurry  to  provide  (in  this  respect)  for  those  who  come  after 
us ;  and  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  our  own  times  is  an  under- 
taking which  we  all  find  too  difficult  already.  We  review 
the  history  of  the  past  and  cry :  "  Tempora  mutantur,  nos 
et  mutamur  in  illis  *\     Posterity  will  repeat  it. 

Bequest  collections  are  generally  assigned  to  the  refer- 
ence department,  there  to  rest  peacefully  on  the  shelves 
of  glass-fronted  bookcases — probably  under  lock  and  key. 
There  they  remain,  more  pleasing  to  the  eye  than  useful  to 
the  mind,  until  they  decay  through  the  want  of  reasonable 
usage  and  the  ravages  of  time.  The  public  would  derive 
just  as  much  benefit  from  them  were  they  used  to  adorn 
the  graves  of  those  who  formerly  possessed  them. 
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Another  matter  worthy  of  a  little  consideration  is  the 
surprise  expressed  by  a  few  library  enthusiasts  on  hearing 
that  books  in  many  reference  libraries  are  seldom,  if  ever^ 
available  for  home  reading.  And  the  fact  that  many 
librarians  would  be  shocked  at  any  such  suggestion  has. 
evoked  even  greater  surprise.  It  seems  clear  that  these 
enthusiasts  have  had  the  misfortune  to  use  reference 
libraries  containing  books  which,  in  esse,  belong  to  the  lend- 
ing department;  and  while,  in  reality,  it  is  the  restriction, 
regarding  the  use  of  these  works  that  they  deplore,  and  not 
merely  the  fact  that  a  book  cannot  be  taken  from  the  refer- 
ence department  for  home  reading,  they  are  not  aware  that 
an  **  injudicious  selection  **  is  the  cause  of  their  grievance,. 
This  grievance  we  all  must  deprecate.  Books  are  misplaced. 
As  a  reference  book  is  a  book  intended  to  be  consulted  as 
occasion  requires,  so  is  a  reference  department  a  department 
containing  books  which  can  be  consulted  only  on  the  spot^ 
If  it  is  not,  it  should  be.  The  idea  of  a  reference  library  is 
that  its  books  should  be  always  consulted  within  it ;  it  stands 
in  contradistinction  to  the  lending  department.  No  book  of 
reference,  unless  it  be  a  duplicate,  should  be  issued  for  use 
beyond  the  walls  of  the  library,  that  is,  during  the  hours  the 
library  is  open.  But  on  the  practice  of  lending  books  of  re- 
ference to  readers  at  closing  time  at  night  on  the  condition 
that  they  return  them  at  opening  time  next  morning,  no 
comment  is  offered ;  it  is  a  privilege  for  which  many  readers 
would  be  grateful,  but  a  procedure  entirely  at  the  discretion 
of  the  librarian.  It  is,  however,  imperative  that  all  reference 
books  should  be  at  hand  when  required.  What  can  be  more 
annoying  than  to  ask  for  a  work  of  reference  and  be  informed 
that  it  is  not  available  on  account  of  its  having  been  lent  ta 
some  one  else  ? 

We  now  come  to  another  important  phase  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  reference  library,  namely,  the  application 
of  open  access,  which  can  do  more  than  anything  else  to  en- 
hance the  usefulness  of  this  department.  This  I  strongly 
advocate ;  and  while  I  earnestly  deplore  the  shutting-up  of 
books  in  bookcases,  I  believe  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
open  access  will  come  in  power  and  sweep  away  all  the  ob- 
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stacles  that  stand  in  the  way  of  free  intercourse  between  books 
and  readers.  It  would  necessitate  the  removal  of  bookcases 
and  the  adoption  of  open  shelves,  and  this  in  its  turn  would 
necessitate  the  binding  of  books  in  a  less  gorgeous  but  more 
useful  style.  What  is  sadly  wanted  in  our  reference  depart- 
ments is  more  of  the  utile  and  less  of  the  dulce. 

But  to  return  to  open  access !     Many  of  those  who  are 
not  in  favour  of  granting  this,  the  greatest  of  all  aids,  to  the 
users  of  reference    books,   often    contend    that    a    subject 
catalogue  meets  all   the  wants  of  those  who  crave   direct 
access  to  the  shelves.     These  of  course  are  librarians.     The 
true  value  of  anything  can  only  be  fully  estimated  by  those 
who  are  in  need  of  it.     Librarians  are  in  need  of  one  thing, 
but  that  is  not  open  access — at  any  rate,  not  to  books.     A 
subject  catalogue  is  certainly  helpful,  but  who  will  deny  that 
more  satisfaction  can  be  gained  from  an  inspection  of  the 
books  themselves  than  by  choosing  one  from  a  list  of  titles  ? 
It  is  quite  true  that  some  readers  are  sensitive  in  the  matter 
of  giving  trouble,  and  therefore  do  not  always  feel  free  to 
apply  for  all  the  books  they  would  like  to  consult.     This  I 
know  from  personal  experience.     But  there  are  grievances  of 
a  more  serious  nature.     Open  access  would  abolish  all  that 
barbarous   formality   and   tyrannous    restriction    to   which 
readers  who   make   frequent   applications  are   subject.     It 
would  give  to  the  public  a  right  to  which  it  is  justly  entitled 
— the  right   to  consult  any  work  apart  from  the  annoying 
limitations  which  library  authorities  are  wont  to  impose  con- 
cerning its  use.     What  can  be  more  provoking  to  any  man 
than  to  rush  into  a  public  library  to  consult  a  time-table,  and 
to  find  that  he  has  missed  a  train  through  time  wasted  in 
being  obliged  to  fill  in  his  name,  address,  and  occupation  on 
a  slip  of  paper  ?     To  a  student  having  the  occasion  to  con- 
sult perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  works  of  reference  during  one 
visit  to  the  library,  what  can  be  more  harassing  than  the 
obligation  to  go  through  the  same  formality  in  the  case  of 
each  book  required  ?     Committees  have  no  moral  right  to 
place  these  restrictions  on  the  use  of  books ;  and  librarians 
would  do  well  to  exercise  a  little  more  S3anpathy  with  the 
difficulties    of   students,   and   endeavour   to   remedy   these 
grievances  which  every  reader  passively  resists. 
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In  conclusion,  one  thing  more  remains  to  be  said,  namely, 
that  this  paper,  consisting  as  it  does  of  only  a  few  random 
"thoughts "concerning  a  section  of  the  administration  of  a 
public  library,  is  not  an  attempt  to  give  a  Utopian  forecast 
of  the  ideal  reference  department,  because,  progress  and  per- 
fection being  servants  of  time,  this  cannot  be  achieved  solely 
from  a  study  of  its  progress  in  the  past. 
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Library  (October). 

Sheavvn  (Ph.). — Writers  and  the  publishing  trade,  c.  1600. 

81.  EsDAiLE  (A.). — Public  schools  and  their  libraries. 

Duff(E.  Gordon). — Adrian  Kempe  van  Bouckhout  and  the  quarto 
New  Testaments  of  1536  (illustrated), 

82.  Crunden  (F.  M.). — The  public  library  as  a  factor  in  industrial 
progress. 

Williams  (C). — Thomas  Love  Peacock. 

Lee  (E.). — Recent  foreign  literature. 

DouBLEDAY  (W.  E.). — The  Library  Association  Conference. 

Pollard  (A.  W.).— The  siege  of  Rhodes  (illustraUd), 

81.  Mr.  Esdaile  is  of  opinion  that  one  of  the  primary  objects  of 
school  training  is  to  teach  a  boy  to  read  for  himself;  then  at  Oxford  or 
Cambridge  he  would  need  little  else  than  a  competent  adviser  in  his 
private  reading.  For  this  purpose  a  teacher  should  have  under  his 
hand  a  collection — small  perhaps  but  carefully  and  liberally  chosen — 
of  the  best  books  on  every  serious  subject  that  is  being  taught  and 
learned.  It  is  not  a  good  plan  to  have  small  collections  of  fiction  for 
the  use  of  each  house,  because  it  tends  to  separate  the  two  sorts  of 
reading  instead  of  co-ordinating  them,  and  to  cut  off  the  less  intelligent 
from  their  chances  of  improvement.  The  choice  of  books  should  be 
careful,  because  though  the  average  boy  may  prefer  the  sensational  or 
merely  stupid,  he  will  take  kindly  to  whatever  is  offered  provided  it  is 
within  his  comprehension.  Books  written  specially  for  the  young  are 
to  be  avoided.  The  novels  of  such  writers  as  Scott  and  Dumas,  to- 
gether with  attractively  written  books  of  natural  history,  biography, 
travel,  and  even  sport,  should  be  supplied.  The  choice  in  English  books 
should  naturally  be  the  most  catholic,  but  not  much  should  be  bought 
less  than  twenty-five  years  old.  There  should  be  included  good  com- 
mentaries on  the  classics,  French  and  German  books  chosen  for  fine 
literary  value,  and  perhaps  the  Italian  poets.  Books  should  be  selected 
in  many  cases  rather  for  their  suggestiveness  than  for  their  accuracy, 
e.g.y  Carlyle*s  Cromwell. 

82.  Necessity  forced  on  the  American  the  idea  that  since  the  pos- 
session of  education  in  varying  degrees  marks  the  grades  of  men,  it 
would  be  well  to  educate  all  his  children.  Hence  he  planted  together 
in  the  wilderness  the  Church  and  the  public  school.     It  became  ap- 
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parent,  however,  that  the  school  was  inadequate  for  the  task  of  educating 
the  rising  generation  because  its  influence  was  exerted  only  for  a  few 
years.  Since  education  in  most  cases  stops  at  the  age  of  ten  or  twelve, 
or  even  if  it  were  continued  to  fifteen  or  sixteen,  the  public  library  is 
a  necessity  as  a  factor  in  public  education.  In  addition  to  continuing 
the  education  of  the  young,  the  public  library  provides  for  the  education 
of  the  adult  who  has  lacked  early  opportunities,  furnishes  information 
to  the  professional  classes  upon  whom  the  welfare  of  the  community 
depends,  and  supplies  technical  instruction  for  the  artisan  and  manu- 
facturing classes.  As  illustrative  of  this  F.  M.  Crunden  gives  a  list  of 
technical  works  which  were  borrowed  from  the  St.  Louis  Public  Library, 
with  the  number  of  times  they  were  issued  within  a  given  period. 

Book-Lover^s  Magazine.    Vol.  vi.,  Pt.  5. 

83.  Julian  (E.). — The  Mazarin  Library,  Paris  {illustrated). 
Straus  (R.). — The  sport  of  book-huntmg. 

84.  Faber  (R.  S.). — La  Biblioth^que  de  la  Providence  ;  the  library 

of  the  French  Hospital,  London. 
Melville  (L.). — Some  early  illustrated  books. 
Slater  (J.  H.). — First  books  on  several  subjects. 

83.  Cardinal  Mazarin  appointed  Gabriel  Naud6  as  his  librarian, 
and  the  purchase  of  books  was  begun  in  1643  with  that  of  Canon 
Descordes  for  22,000  livres  (a  little  under  a  franc).  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  library  contained  12,000  books  and  4,000  MSS.,  and  was  open 
to  the  public  every  Thursday  from  8  till  11  and  2  to  5.  The  readers 
numbered  80  to  100  per  week.  Naud6  travelled  to  buy  books  to 
Flanders,  Italy,  Germany  and  England.  In  1647  ^"  enlarged  building 
was  opened,  the  number  of  volumes  having  risen  to  40,000,  most 
of  them  sumptuously  bound  and  decorated  with  the  Cardinal's  arms. 
During  the  disturbances  of  the  Fronde,  Mazarin  was  obliged  to  leave 
France  and  a  large  part  of  bis  library  was  sold.  On  his  return  in 
triumph  he  set  to  work  to  build  it  up  again.  In  1661  he  died  and  left 
money  for  the  erection  of  a  college  of  which  the  library  was  to  form 
part.  The  first  complete  catalogue  was  finished  in  1664,  the  new  college 
in  1688,  and  the  library,  which  had  been  transferred  thither,  in  1691.  In 
1722  Demarais  was  appointed  librarian,  who  drew  up  the  catalogue  in 
thirty-eight  volumes  which  is  in  use  at  the  present  day.  At  the  time  of 
the  Revolution  50,000  volumes  from  the  monastic  libraries  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Mazarin.  At  present  the  library  contains  250,000  volumes 
and  5,000  MSS. 

84.  After  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  committees  were 
formed  of  the  wealthier  refugees  to  assist  their  comrades  in  distress. 
In  1718  a  charter  of  incorporation  was  obtained  for  a  hospital  or  alms- 
house in  St.  Giles,  Cripplegate.  In  1866  the  present  buildings  were 
put  up  near  Victoria  Park,  but  it  was  not  till  1875  that  the  formation  of 
a  library  was  taken  in  hand.  An  effort  was  made  to  collect  works 
relating  to  the  early  history  of  the  French  Protestants  and  of  their 
various  settlements  in  foreign  lands  ;  narratives  of  personal  suffering ; 
biographies  and  genealogies  of  Huguenots  ;  unpublished  documents,  etc. 
An  exhibition  was  got  together  in  1885,  the  occasion  of  the  bicentenary 
of  the  Revocation,  and  the  first  catalogue  printed.  A  second  edition 
appeared  in  1890.  The  library  is  increased  entirely  by  donations  and 
bequests,  except  for  a  small  endowment  which  has  to  be  expended  on 
books  costing  not  less  than  £1  each. 
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Library  World  and  Book  Selector  (October). 

Islington's  first  library. 

E.  (S.  T.).— How  to  write  a  novel. 

Scotland's  National  Library. 

Museums  Journal  (October). 

Bolton  (H.). — The  Bristol  Museum  of  Natural  History. 
Museum  Conference  at  Chester. 

Library  Assistant  (November). 

Inaugural  meeting. 

Sayers  (W.  C.  B.y. — Publishers  and  public  libraries. 


American. 

Library  Journal  (October). 

Haines  (H.   E.). — The  effect  of  civil  service  methods  on   library 
efficiency. 

85.  Askew  (S.  B.). — Problems  of  a  small  town  library. 

86.  Trask  (L.  M.  D.).— Bulletins  for  children. 
Hamlin  (A.  F.  D.). — Library  architecture  abroad. 
Weitenkampf  (F.). — The  Krupp  Library  at  Essen,  Prussia. 

85.  Small  library  defined  as  one  of  less  than  5,000  volumes,  with  an 
income  up  to  £250.  Lack  of  money  is  the  chief  difficulty.  This  causes 
shortness  of  hours  of  opening.  During  those  hours  the  librarian  should 
be  at  the  service  of  the  public,  so  it  is  better  for  her  to  go  half  an  hour 
before  opening  time  and  leave  twenty  minutes  after  closing  time  in 
order  to  allow  time  for  doing  the  technical  work.  In  one  small  library 
in  New  Jersey  the  librarian  has  got  all  classes  to  help  in  the  work.  The 
women's  clubs  have  mending  evenings,  and  do  the  work  well.  Some  of 
the  high  school  girls  have  been  trained  to  catalogue  fiction,  and  have 
regular  hours  once  a  month.  The  boys  have  been  formed  into  an 
orderly  squad,  with  badges.  They  look  after  the  shelves  and  the  room 
and  card  the  books.  In  order  to  keep  the  library  open  every  day  the 
librarian  chose  twenty  volunteers  and  gave  them  a  short  training. 
Each  takes  an  evening  once  a  month  and  an  afternoon  once  a  month 
so  that  the  library  is  open  continuousl)\  The  men  of  the  town  objected 
that  they  were  doing  nothing  for  the  library,  so  they  were  asked  to  pro- 
mise subscriptions  in  amounts  from  fifty  cents  upwards  towards  the 
purchase  of  new  books. 

86.  For  success  with  children  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  take  some 
part  in  the  work  themselves.  The  bulletins  should  be  posted  in  con- 
spicuous positions,  on  subjects  of  current  interest,  and  not  too  carefully 
finished,  which  would  suggest  permanence  and  hence  neglect.  The 
pictures  should  be  supplemented  with  questions  and  references  to  books 
in  the  library  on  the  subject.  The  names  of  children  who  answer  the 
questions  correctly  should  be  entered  on  an  honour  roll.  The  children 
themselves  should  be  encouraged  to  furnish  pictures,  and  when  they  have 
done  so,  due  notification  of  the  fact  should  be  made  on  the  board. 
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Public  Libraries  (October). 

SouLE  (C.  C). — The  need  of  an  A.L.A.  collection  of  plans  of  library 

buildings. 
What  constitutes  a  well-bound  book  ? 
Technical  terms  in  fine  binding. 

87.  Marvin  (C). — Public  libraries  and  tuberculosis. 

88.  Dana  (J.  C). — School  libraries  and  their  value. 
Outdoor  reading-rooms. 

The  facts  in  the  copyright-case. 

87.  Where  notification  is  compulsory,  as  in  the  case  of  diphtheria 
and  other  infectious  diseases,  it  is  easy  to  locate  cases  among  the 
borrowers  and  take  the  necessary  precautions.  Dr.  J.  P.  C.  Foster,  of 
New  Haven,  says  that  it  would  be  a  great  hardship  to  debar  the  tuber- 
culous from  the  use  of  the  public  library,  but  danger  might  be  obviated 
by  compelling  all  consumptives  to  wash  their  hands  in  the  building 
before  using  any  of  the'  books  and  of  making  use  of  a  suitable  sputum 
cut).  Books  which  go  to  the  homes  of  consumptives  should  be  dis- 
infected. He  adds  that  '^  whatever  is  done  should  be  done  without 
parade.  There  is  too  much  publicity  and  too  little  common-sense  in 
many  places  at  the  present  time,  and  I  want  to  enter  my  protest 
against  it.  It  is  cruel  and  demoralising  to  the  general  public."  Dr. 
C.  F.  Gardiner  gives  an  opinion  that  the  books  should  be  disinfected  by 
means  of  formaldehyde  vapour,  as  they  may  be  infected  from  the  spray 
caused  by  coughing,  from  moist  fingers  turning  over  the  leaves  and 
from  dust  from  the  consumptive*s  room.  Beating  and  dusting  in  the 
sunshine  is  usually  sufficient  precaution  unless  the  leaves  have  been 
turned  by  a  finger  moistened  in  the  mouth  of  a  consumptive.  Books 
should  all  be  varnished  so  that  they  may  be  washed  and  kept  clean. 

88.  J.  C.  Dana's  conclusion  in  his  own  words  is  this :  "  Do  not 
rest  content  with  a  success  with  schoolroom  libraries  counted  by  the 
number  sent,  by  the  good  contents  and  the  number  of  volumes  lent 
from  them  for  home  use ;  but  aim  constantly  to  create  in  each  teacher 
a  special  interest  in  her  own  collection  ;  urge  her  to  come  to  the  library 
and  select  it  for  herself,  and  to  come  often  afterwards  to  change  all  or 
parts  of  it  as  her  tastes  and  needs  require ;  and  tempt  her  to  try  a  wide 
range  of  books,  to  take  books  which  will  supplement  her  classroom 
work ;  and  encourage  her  by  notes,  lists,  circulars  and  especially  by 
visits  to  the  library  itself,  to  become  familiar  with  books  in  general, 
through  the  varied  and  varying  collections  she  carries  to  her  own 
schoolroom  ". 


French. 

Bulletin  du  Bibliophile  (August-September). 

Saviqny  de  Moncorps  (Vicomte  de). — The  small  trades  and  cries 

of  Paris  {supplement), 
Griselle  (E.).— R.  P.  Henri  Ch6rot(i856-i9o6);  a  bibliographical 

essay. 
TouQARD  (Abb6). — The  Milan  almanac. 
Lefranc  (A.). — Was  Pascal  a  forger  ? 
Pelissibr  (L.  G.). — Letters  of  various  French  authors  (co»/tntfei). 

Bulletin  du  Bibliophile  (October). 

Lefranc  (A.). — Pascal  et  Dalibray. 

PiCHON  (J.). — Notes  on  various  bibliophiles  and  binders. 

46 
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Revue  des  Biblioth^ques  et  Archives  de  Belgique  (July- August)* 

MuLLBR  (S.). — The  reckoning  of  the  year  from  ist  January. 

N^Lis  (M.  H.). — Reply  to  the  above. 

Bayot  (A.). — Fragments  of  MSS.  found  in  the  general  archives  o: 

the  kingdom. 
Vann^rus  (J.). — Note  on  an  Armenian  press  established  at  Amster 

dam  in  1695. 
Van  den  Gheyn. — Notes  on  some  MSS.  of  the  Royal  Library  o 

Belgium. 


REVIEWS. 

THE  JOHN  RYLANDS  LIBRARY,  MANCHESTER:  A  brief 
historical  description  of  the  library  and  its  contents,  with  catalogue 
of  the  selection  of  early  printed  Greek  and  Latin  Classics  exhibited 
on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  Classical  Association  in  October, 
1906.  [By  H.  Guppy,  M.A.]  Manchester:  Sherratt  &  Hughes. 
Svo,  viii  +  89  pp.    6  pi. 

No  expenditure  of  money  or  editorial  care  has  been  spared  in  the 
production  of  this  tastefully  printed  guide  to  the  Rylands  Library.  Mr. 
Guppy  wields  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer.  We  are  conducted  by  him 
from  room  to  room,  with  pleasant  dissertations  on  the  history  of  the 
library  from  its  foundation  by  Lord  Spencer  in  1790 ;  on  the  first 
beginnings  of  printing  as  exemplified  in  the  block  print  of  St.  Christopher 
and  the  subsequent  spread  of  printing  from  Maintz  throughout  the  Con- 
tinent. The  great  Bible  Collection  is  next  illustrated,  and  so  the  way 
is  paved  to  a  descriptive  account  of  the  first  editions  of  the  classical 
writers  of  Greece  and  Rome.  The  typography  and  illustrations  are 
excellent  throughout,  and  the  descriptive  list  of  earliest  printed  editions 
of  the  classics  exhibited  on  the  occasion,  which  contains  some  eighty 
entries  with  full  collations  and  annotation,  will  be  of  permanent  value. 
We  particularly  commend  this  work  to  the  notice  of  students ;  it  conveys 
bibliographical  information  more  succinctly  and  in  a  more  popular  form 
than  is  obtainable  elsewhere.  And  it  comes  from  the  fountain-head — 
the  photographs  show  us  the  repository  and  the  books  in  situ,  while  the 
text  completes  the  illusion  that  we  have  actually  seen  with  our  own 
eyes  the  rarities  thus  described  and  set  forth. 

KEATS,  JOHN.  The  poetical  works  of  John  Keats.  Edited  with  an 
introduction  and  textual  notes  by  H.  Buxton  Forman.  Oxford: 
Clarendon  Press,  1906.  8vo,  77  +  491  pp.  4  illus.  and  facsimile  of 
Keats'  handwriting.    7s.  6d.  net. 

This  beautiful  and  scholarly  edition  of  Keats'  works  is  intended,  as 
stated  in  the  Preface,  to  serve  in  a  handy  form  as  an  authoritative  text 
of  the  entire  body  of  the  writer's  verse.  While  not  overloaded  with 
extraneous  matter  the  volume  contains  within  convenient  compass  that 
just  proportion  of  annotation  to  text  which  librarians  have  sought — too 
often  in  vain-^-in  editions  of  our  English  classics.    The  introduction — 
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chiefly  bibliographical — occupies  56  pages;  this  is  followed  by  facsimiles 
of  the  three  ^itiones  principes  issued  in  the  poet's  lifetime,  viz.,  his  Poems 
(1817),  Endymion  (1818),  and  Lamia  .  .  .  and  other  Poems  (1820).  A 
brief,  perhaps  too  brief,  bibliography  occupies  pp.  65-74,  ^ben  a  three- 
page  chronology  introduces  us  to  the  text,  which  occupies  the  remainder 
of  the  volume.  The  typography  and  illustrations  are  excellent  and  the 
price  reasonable.  Attached  to  the  end  paper  at  the  end  of  the  volume 
is  a  duplicate  book-label — a  polite  attention,  which  members  of  our 
craft  will  be  sure  to  appreciate. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  LEATHER  FOR  BOOK- 
BINDING. Edited  for  the  Society  of  Arts  and  the  Worshipful 
Company  of  Leathersellers  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Viscount  Cobham  and 
Sir  H.  Trueman  Wood.  Bell  &  Sons,  1905.  4to,  12+ 120  +  2  pp. 
lUus.     los.  6d.  net. 

After  an  inquiry  extending  over  five  years  the  Society  of  Arts  has 
published  its  conclusions  in  this  handsome  volume.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  the  two  Committees  appointed  by  the  Society  to  go 
into  the  matter  presented  a  preliminary  report  in  1901.  That  report, 
although  it  went  over  much  ground  and  embodied  some  important  con- 
clusions, was  so  much  slighter  and  so  different  from  this,  that  this  one 
may  be  regarded  as  practically  a  new  work.  It  has  been  revised,  re- 
written and  enlarged  out  of  all  recognition ;  and  in  its  present  form 
may  be  accepted  as  an  authoritative  vade-mecum  on  all  subjects  con- 
nected with  the  choice  of  leathers  for  bookbinding,  and  the  tanning, 
dyeing  and  durability  of  leathers.  In  fact,  it  may  be  said  that  the  Com- 
mittees have  ^one  into  the  whole  matter  so  thoroughly  that  no  cause  of 
decay,  either  m  respect  of  material  or  method  of  binding,  has  escaped 
attention. 

One  of  the  Committees  visited  a  number  of  libraries  and  investigated 
the  condition  of  bindings  in  various  representative  hbraries.  This 
Committee  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  that  complaints  as  to  the  perish- 
able nature  of  modern  binding  were,  in  a  general  way,  well  justified. 
The  effect  of  gas,  tobacco  smoke,  sunlight^  shut-up  bookcases,  ventila- 
tion and  the  lack  of  ventilation,  are  all  carefully  considered.  Suggested 
specifications  for  ordinary  bindings  and  for  heavy  books  are  given,  and 
form  a  very  useful  feature,  their  value  being  enhanced  by  accompany- 
ing illustrations.  There  was  also  a  Scientific  Committee,  whose  report 
not  only  conveys  the  observations  of  practical  experience,  but  embraces 
results  of  experimental  work.  This  Committee  inquired  into  the  nature 
and  causes  of  decay,  the  preparation  of  leathers,  technical  aspects  of 
binding,  and  book  preservation  generally.  Into  these  scientific  and 
technical  inquiries  we  cannot  here  enter  in  detail.  Happily  there  is 
now  no  necessity  to  point  out  the  ravages  of  acid-tanned  and  aniline- 
dyed  leathers.  The  superior  qualities  of  sumach  tannage  are  accepted 
without  question  by  librarians ;  and  as  for  dyes,  the  special  report  of 
Mr.  M.  C.  Lamb  (the  widely  known  expert  of  Herold's  Institute)  is  a 
convincing  document. 

Quite  a  new  feature  is  the  series  of  eleven  coloured  plates  graphic- 
ally depicting;  the  action  of  light  on  dyed  leathers,  and  (in  the  frontis- 
piece) the  deca)r  of  morocco  and  calf  bindings  executed  during  the  last 
fifty  years.  Inside  the  covers  are  inserted  a  dozen  specimens  of  various 
kinds  of  leather;  and  in  Appendix  III.  is  contained  a  schedule  of 
replies  from  libraries  as  to  the  deterioration  of  leathers,  its  contributory 
causes,  and  suggested  remedies.    The  whole  work  is  produced  by  the 
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foremost  experts  of  the  day,  and  we  cannot  imagine  that  their  conclu- 
sions are  likely  to  be  challenged.  The  thanks  of  all  lovers  of  books  are 
due  to  the  Society  of  Arts  for  undertaking  this  work,  and  for  the 
Leathersellers*  Company  for  its  financial  support  which  alone  has 
made  the  publication  of  this  volume  practicable.  So  far  as  librarians 
are  concerned,  what  with  Leather  for  Libraries^  the  present  Report^ 
and  the  lectures  and  discussions  at  the  Monthly  and  Annual  Meetings  of 
the  Library  Association,  there  will  be  little  excuse  for  ignorance  on  the 
important  matter  of  the  choice  and  preservation  of  leather  for  bookbind- 
ing purposes. 

W.  E.  D. 

DANA,  JOHN  COTTON.— Notes  on  bookbinding  for  libraries.    Library 
Bureau,  1906.     Sm.  8vo,  118  pp.     Illus. 

In  opening  this  work  and  turning,  as  is  our  wont,  to  the  list  of 
authorities,  we  were  forcibly  reminded  of  the  strange  advice  recently 
tendered  to  American  librarians  b^  a  librarian  of  repute  on  both  sides 
of  the  Atlantic  to  abstain  from  buying  technical  books  of  English  origin. 
Mr.  Dana,  however,  is  not  infected  with  this  form  of  literary  Anglophobia. 
His  sources,  whether  for  the  history,  science  or  practice  of  the  craft  of 
bookbinding,  are  professedly  English.  His  work,  in  fact,  is  mainly  a 
presentation  of  the  findings  of  the  Society  of  Arts  Committee  on  Leather 
for  Bookbinding,  digested  and  rearranged  with  some  practical  comments 
on  the  economics  of  bookbinding  and  the  state  of  the  art  in  the  United 
States. 

There  is  a  short  but  interesting  chapter  on  what  may  be  called  the 
casuistry  of  rebinding.  To  bind  or  to  replace  with  a  better  edition  (if 
obtainable)  is  a  question  which  is  often  bungled  in  answering,  because 
the  official  in  charge  of  the  binding  department  is  not  sufficiently  en- 
lightened as  to  the  bibliography  of  the  works  which  are  passing  through 
his  hands.  The  advice  to  scrap  rather  than  tinker  with  an  old  and 
inferior  edition  is  unquestionably  sound,  but  the  differential  treatment 
of  volumes  composing  the  same  set  is  seldom  advisable.  The  practical 
convenience  of  uniformity  will  generally  outweigh  consideration  of  the 
additional  expense.  In  the  selection  of  bookbinding  leather,  Mr. 
Dana's  advice  to  stick  to  the  leather  which  has  served  you  well,  or  is 
reported  to  have  served  another  well,  sounds  to  our  ears  somewhat  a 
lame  one,  though  it  is  no  doubt  justified  by  the  conditions  of  leather 
manufacture  in  the  United  States.  But  elsewhere  this  formula  is  shown 
to  be  dangerous.  For  no  sooner  does  a  leather  enjoy  a  fleeting  repu- 
tation, as  in  the  recent  case  of  Niger  goat,  than  first  its  price  is  en- 
hanced by  the  increased  demand  and  then  the  leather  is  imitated  by 
unscrupulous  manufacturers  for  the  sake  of  the  additional  profit.  The 
only  course  for  hbrarians  is  to  co-operate  and  to  enlist  science  on  their 
side  to  formulate  a  standard  to  which  all  leathers  used  by  them  shall 
conform.  When  librarians  are  educated  to  know  how  to  specify  for  their 
leathers,  and  are  resolute  to  insist  upon  a  uniform  standard,  which  can 
only  be  secured  with  professional  assistance,  the  problem  of  leather 
binding  will  be  solved.  Mr.  Dana  might  have  emphasised  the  fact 
that  the  cost  of  preparing  leather  by  the  Society  of  Arts  specifications 
is  not  enhanced  thereby.  If  the  market  conditions  in  the  United  States 
do  not  justify  this  conclusion,  the  result  must  be  due  to  the  apathy  of 
the  American  leather  manufacturer,  who  could  be  brought  to  reason  by 
the  boycotting  by  librarians  of  all  leathers  which  are  not  guaranteed  to 
be  acid-free  and  either  hand-grained  or  left  in  their  natural  grain. 
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UNITED  STATES  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS,  (i)  List  of  works 
relating  to  the  American  occupation  of  the  Philippine  Islands, 
1898  to  1903.  [Reprint  with  additions.]  Washington,  1905.  Svo,. 
100  pp. 

(2)  List  of  references  on  primary  elections,  particularly 

direct  primaries.    Washington,  1905.    Svo,  25  pp. 

— (3)  Select  list  of  books  on  railroads  in  foreign  countries. 

Government  regulations.     Washington,  1905.    Svo,  72  pp. 

INSTITUT  INTERNATIONAL  DE  BIBLIOGRAPHIE.  Manuel 
du  Repertoire  Bibliographique  Universel.  [Bruzellesl,  1905.  Svo,. 
circa  2,000  pp.     50  francs. 

Of  the  2,ooo  and  more  pages  contained  in  this  volume,  the  first  176 
are  devoted  to  an  explanation  of  the  work  and  aims  of  the  Institut 
International.  The  remainder  consists  in  the  schedules  of  classifica- 
tion and  the  index.  In  general  arrangement  and  notation  the  Dewey 
model  is  followed,  but  the  Manuel  should  not  on  that  account  be 
regarded  as  merely  an  "  expansion  "  of  Dewey.  In  many  parts  of  the 
classification  the  old  numbers  for  certain  subjects  have  been  abandoned, 
and  these  subjects  have  been  introduced  under  other  numbers  in  other 
parts  of  the  classification.  The  definitions  have  been  made  more  full, 
and  the  great  increase  in  the  number  of  subdivisions  tends  to  render 
the  scope  of  the  major  headings  more  clear. 

The  chief  change  in  notation  lies  in  the  treatment  of  the  formal 
divisions,  and  the  unification  of  practice  in  respect  to  marks  of  place, 
time  and  language. 

As  Dewey  remarks  in  his  preface,  "While  Italian  is  always  5,  5  is 
by  no  means  always  Italian".  So  also  55  (Geology)  and  42  (England) 
made  5542  =  Geology  of  England ;  because  55  was  left  undivided  by 
subject.  But  553*5  (Building  Stones)  could  not  be  qualified  geographic- 
ally in  the  same  way ;  for  553*542  would  refer  only  to  Slates.  Time 
was  provided  for  by  special  marks  in  certain  subjects,  e.g..  History: 
but  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  mark  a  book  on  "The  education  of 
women  in  the  sixteenth  century"  exactly ;  the  subject  would  of  course 
be  396*4,  but  no  universal  time-mark  could  be  applied. 

In  the  new  classification,  =  5  is  always  Italian,  (45)  is  always  Italy, 
"15"  is  always  sixteenth  century  without  possibility  of  confusion. 
Thus  the  formal  marks  are  definitely  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
mark  which  is  thus  left  free  for  further  expansion  into  subject  divisions. 
The  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  adoption  of  this  international 
series  of  formal  marks  may  well  be  taken  into  consideration,  even  by 
those  who  would  hesitate  to  adopt  the  full  international  scheme. 

One  other  essential  difference  must  be  referred  to.  The  original 
Dewey  regarded  classification  practically  from  the  librarian's  point  of 
view.  The  Brussels  scheme,  aiming  at  universality,  offers  schedules 
under  which  bibliographies  may  be  compiled  from  several  points  of  view. 
Duplicate  entry,  therefore,  is  regarded  as  of  no  consequence,  so  long 
as  each  list  be  complete.  Here  and  there,  throughout  the  schedules, 
there  are  various  directions  that  "to  avoid  scattering  analogous  in- 
formation all  works  dealing  with  a  certain  subject  are  brought  together 
under  a  certain  number,"  and  sometimes  a  remark  is  made  that  '*  this 
number  will  serve,  in  libraries  only,  to  keep  works  together  that  would 
otherwise  be  distributed  under  various  headings  ".  But  it  would  seem 
that,  without  prejudice  to  the  efficiency  of  the  schedules  as  a  basis  for 
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bibliographical  work,  a  considerable  number  of  such  notes  might  be 
added  which  would  greatly  simplify  the  use  of  the  expanded  classifica- 
tion in  libraries. 

H.  V.  H. 

UNITED  STATES  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS.  Classification. 
(a)  Outline  scheme  of  classes.  12  pp.  (6)  Preliminary  list  of 
subject  subdivisions  under  names  of  countries  or  states,  etc.  18  pp. 
(c)  M.  Music.  112  pp.  (d)  Q.  Science.  Preliminary.  172  pp.  {c)  Z. 
Bibliography  and  library  science.     1902.    (Not  received.) 

The  sight  of  yet  another  system  of  book  classification  is  provocative 
of  emotion  to  which  we  should  be  loth  to  give  expression  ;  but  we  are 
at  once  struck  with  certain  features  in  the  above  samples  of  the  system 
of  the  Library  of  Congress  which  augur  favourably  for  its  ultimate 
adoption  in  all  English  libraries.  In  the  first  place  it  is  evident  that  the 
class  definitions  and  class  divisions  are  such  as  would  be  suggested  to 
one  engaged  in  the  subclassification  of  a  very  large  collection  of  works 
in  a  given  class,  and  that  these  results  have  been  tabulated  and  co- 
ordinated without  further  modification — in  other  words,  classification 
has  preceded  notation.  There  has  been  no  tampering  with  the  original 
measurements.  The  divisions  represent  not  only  divisions  of  subject- 
matter  but  of  form  (e.g.,  Bibliography,  History,  Periodicals,  etc.),  date 
{e.g.f  early  works — works  after  an  assigned  date),  locality  (eg.,  QK  179 
Flora  of  N.  Dakota)  and  treatment  («.g^.,  Mathematical  theory  ;  popular 
works,  juvenile  works).  All  this  can,  with  few  exceptions,  be  expressed 
with  5  symbols— 2  letters  and  3  numerals.  This  adds  to  the  bulk  of  the 
work,  but  greatly  simplifies  the  task  of  classification  and  reduces  the 
number  of  symbols  required  to  a  minimum.  The  notation  on  the 
other  hand  possesses  no  mnemonic  value :  Sound,  Heat  and  Light  are 
all  represented  by  QC,  the  numerals  serving  to  differentiate  these  sub- 
divisions.    The  order  of  the  primarj'  classes  is  as  follows  : — 

A.  General  Works. 

B.  Philosophy,  Religion. 

C.  History,  Auxiliary  Sciences. 

D.  History  and  Topography  (except  America). 
E-F.  America. 

G.  Geography,  Anthropology. 

H-L.  Social  Sciences,  .  .  .  Law,  Education. 

M.  Music. 

N.  Fine  Arts  (Architecture,  Graphic  Arts). 

P.  Philology. 

Q.  Science. 

R.  Medicine. 

S.  Agriculture,  Plant  and  Animal  Industry. 

T.  Technology. 

U,  V.  Naval  and  Military  Sciences. 

Z.   Bibliography  and  Library  Science. 

In  common  with  most  classifications  we  find  here  one  defect,  which 
affects  most  intimately  the  classes  of  General  Reference  Works,  Science 
and  Technology,  viz.,  the  failure  to  recognise  that  book  classification 
is  essentially  a  genealogical  plotting  of  the  relationships  existing  between 
the  various  families  of  literature,  and  that  the  ascertained  existence  of 
common  subject-matter  between  two  or  more  classes  is  the  economic 
basis  for  their  correlation  in  a  given  scheme.  Thus  from  the  stock  of 
the  encyclopaedias  have  proceeded  the  larger  dictionaries  of  language, 
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of  the  sciencee  and  the  arte,  of  geography,  of  hi  story  ^  biography  and 
mythology,  all  of  which,  we  contend,  should  find  their  place  in  the 
*^  General  Reference  Class  '\  For  the  same  reasons  it  is  not  possible 
to  divorce  Chemical  Technology  from  Chemistry,  Mineral  Industries 
from  Descriptive  Geology ^  Eleciro4echnics  from  Electro*dynannic% 
without  seriously  impairiog  the  efficiency  of  a  collection  to  the  searcher. 
Modern  tendencies  towards  specialisation  should  not  be  allowed  to 
blind  the  classifier  to  the  common  origin  and  the  intimate  relationship 
between  pure  and  applied  science.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  latter 
class,  Technology^  will  receive  early  and  sympathetic  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  the  classifiers  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  It  is  a  class  whidh 
has  been  treated  with  scant  courtesy  in  the  past,  and  there  is  now  an 
opportunity  of  reconstituting  it  and  placing  its  groups  in  a  tnore 
honourable  and  useful  section  of  the  classification. 
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NOTES  AND  NEWS. 

Readers  are  desired  to  address  communications  for  the  Notes  and  News 
section  {Adoptions,  Benefactions,  New  Buildings,  Notes  on  Library  Practtu^ 
Appointments,  Obituaries)  to  Mr,  Henry  Bond,  Whitcomb  House,  Whitcomb 
Street,  Pall  Mall  East,  S.  W. 

BENEFACTIONS. 

BALTIMORE. — Mr.  Carnegie  has  contributed  /loojooo  towards 
the  cost  of  establishing  twenty  branches  of  the  Pratt  Library,  Baltimore. 
They  will  be  maintained  by  the  municipality. 

STONEHOUSE.— The  District  Council  of  Stonehousc,  near  Ply- 
mouth, has  received  from  Mr.  Carnegie  an  offer  of  ;f3,ooo  for  the 
erection  of  a  public  library,  subject  to  the  Acts  being  adopted,  the 
penny  rate  levied  and  a  site  provided  without  burden  to  the  rates. 

VRYHEID,  SOUTH  AFRICA.— Mr.  Carnegie  has  offered  ;f  1,500 
for  the  erection  of  a  public  library  at  Vryheid,  and  the  conditions  of  the 
gift  have  been  accepted. 

NEW  BUILDINGS  AND  EXTENSIONS. 

GLASGOW.— On  the  17th  November  the  Hutchcsontown  District 
Library — the  twelfth  of  the  Carnegie  series — was  declared  open  b)j  Coun- 
cillor Battersby,  the  Convener  of  the  Libraries  Committee.  Baillie  P.  G. 
Stewart  presided,  and  a  statement  was  made  by  Councillor  Murray, 
the  Sub-Convener  of  the  Committee. 

STAPLEFORD.— The  Stapleford  Public  Library,  erected  by  means 
of  a  Carnegie  gift  of  ;f2,ooo,  was  opened  on  the  loth  November  by  the 
Right  Honourable  J.  E.  Ellis,  M.P.  The  ceremony  was  presided  over 
by  Mr.  J.  W.  Harding,  the  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee,  who  made 
a  statement  in  regard  to  the  library  movement  in  Stapleford.  Mr.  Ellis 
followed  with  a  thoughtful  address  on  the  value  of  books  in  building  up 
the  character  of  a  nation.  The  site  for  the  library  was  given  by  Mr. 
Albert  Ball,  of  Nottingham,  and  Mr.  Ellis  gave  £100  to  the  book  fund. 

TIPTON. — On  the  ist  December  the  foundation-stone  of  a  branch 
library  for  the  Tipton  urban  district  was  laid  by  Mr.  Clarendon  Hyde, 
M.P.,  the  ceremony  being  presided  over  by  Mr.  W.  W.  Doughty,  J.P.^ 
Chairman  of  the  Libraries  Committee.  A  banquet  followed  the 
ceremony,  at  which  Mr.  Hvde  was  the  principal  speaker  and  Mr.  Doughty 
again  presided.  The  building  is  to  cost  ;^i,5oo,  and  a  central  library  is 
to  be  erected  with  the  remaining  portion,  ;f  3,500,  of  the  Carnegie  gift. 

WHITEHAVEN.— The  Public  Library  at  Whitehaven  was  opened 
on  the  5th  November  by  Sir  Edward  Russell.  The  ceremony  was  pre- 
ceded by  a  luncheon  at  which  the  Mayor  of  the  borough  presided. 
Sir  Edward  Russell,  after  speaking  of  his  local  associations,  commented 
upon  the  usefulness  of  public  libraries,  and  gave  excellent  advice  as  ta 
the  system  of  reading  which  ought  to  be  followed. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

ADOPTION  OF  ACTS  DEFEATED.— At  a  meeting  of  the 
Council  of  Newcastle  West,  Ireland,  on  the  8th  November,  a  notice  of 
motion  to  adopt  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  was  defeated  by  twenty-three 
votes  to  ten.  This  result  was  brought  about  mainly  through  the  direct 
influence  of  the  Parish  Priest,  Monsignor  Hallinan,  who  delivered  a 
long  invective  on  public  libraries.  It  is  doubtful  whether  a  diatribe  so 
severe  has  ever  before  been  penned  or  uttered  on  the  subject,  and  those 
interested  will  find  his  speech  reported  at  length  in  the  Cork  Examiner  of 
I2th  November.  He  also  quoted  a  letter  he  had  received  on  the  ques- 
tion from  Cardinal  Log^e,  wherein  this  worthy  attempted  to  justify  his 
hearty  support  of  Monsignor  Hallinan  on  this  occasion  with  his  open- 
ing of  the  Drogheda  Library  in  April  last.  Two  extracts  from  Mon- 
signor Hallinan*s  speech  are  worth  quoting :  "  Little  wonder  that  in 
some  of  the  large  cities  of  England  and  America,  where,  owing  to  these 
free  libraries,  fiction  reading  has  run  riot,  steps  are  now  being  taken 
to  try  to  stem  the  torrent  of  evil  that  is  flowingfrom  this  fetid  source  "  ; 
and  again :  "  I  am  verjr  much  mistaken  if  the  vast  majority  of  your  body 
are  not  already  convinced  that  the  free  libraries  instead  of  being  a 
blessing  would  prove  an  unmitigated  curse,  and  that  you  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  them  ". 

LIBRARY  POLITICS  IN  IRELAND.— Something  in  the  way  of 
a  counterblast  to  the  meeting  recorded  in  the  previous  paragraph  took 
place  at  a  meeting  of  the  Calaroga  Literary  and  Debating  Societjr, 
Dublin,  held  on  the  28th  November,  when  an  address  on  **  Public 
Libraries  '*  was  delivered  by  Mr.  T.  P.  Fox,  the  meeting  being  presided 
over  by  the  Very  Rev.  Ambrose  Coleman.  Mr.  Fox  in  the  course  of  his 
address  said  that  the  public  library  was  essentially  the  poor  man's 
literary  workshop.  It  enabled  the  municipal  body,  by  a  sort  of  co- 
operative movement,  to  provide  expensive  and  up-to-date  books  for  the 
mass  of  the  citizens  who  could  not  afford  them.  It  enabled  education 
thus  to  be  supplemented.  On  such  a  question  of  public  interest  and 
public  utility  it  might  be  expected  that  opinion  was  unanimous,  but  even 
still  there  was  a  certain  amount  of  opposition  to  the  spread  of  public 
libraries.  Mr.  Roderick  Desmond,  at  last  year's  Catholic  Truth 
Society's  Conference,  struck  a  warning  note  on  the  supposed  evils  of 
public  libraries  in  disseminating  fiction.  But  fiction  covered  a  wide 
area  and  ought  not  to  provoke  a  condemnation  for  some  of  what  was 
best  in  literature.  Monsignor  Hallinan  (Newcastle  West),  in  making  a 
demand  for  denominational  libraries,  had  repeated  the  same  warning, 
and  had  objected  to  the  principle  of  establishing  public  libraries  out  of 
the  public  rates,  which  would  serve  only  as  agencies  for  disseminating 
fiction,  and  that  of  a  bad  kind.  The  answer  to  these  objections  was 
that  the  prudence  and  discretion  of  a  proper,  responsible  Libraries 
Committee  ought  to  be  trusted.  The  way  to  obviate  the  circulation 
and  reading  of  bad  books  was  not  by  abolishing  public  libraries,  but  by 
seeing  that  the  best  books  found  a  place  on  their  shelves.  There  were 
three  principal  arguments  in  favour  of  public  libraries.  In  the  city  they 
were  an  antidote  to  the  bogus  club.  In  the  country  they  helped  to  keep 
the  peasantry  from  emigration,  and  in  both  city  and  country  they 
guarded  against  the  allurements  of  the  brightly  lit  public-house.  It  was 
high  public  policy  to  promote  them  on  these  grounds.  Better  citizens 
made  a  better  State. 
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In  proposing  a  Tote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Fox  for  his  thoughtful  address, 
Count  Plunkett  said  that  the  advantage  of  village  libraries  and  lib- 
raries of  reference  for  technical  students  were  inestimable. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Lyster,  M.A.,  seconded  the  proposition,  and  in  the  course 
of  his  speech  said  "there  is  utilitarian  readinj^,  bread-winning  reading. 
Our  technical  colleges  imply  the  existence  of  libraries  which  shall  be 
correlative  to  their  work.  Then  there  is  study  for  the  love  of  study — 
that  fresh,  liberal  enjojmient  of  books,  which  is  one  of  the  best  sweeteners 
of  life,  and  which  survives  even  the  many  mistakes  of  systematised 
education  I  I  wonder  whether  Councils  realise  that  by  the  Library  Acts 
they  have  become  the  depositories  of  a  great  trust,  the  greatest  of  trusts, 
the  power  to  educate.  Many  work  so  hard  for  their  bread,  and  for  the 
bread  of  others,  that  when  the  day  is  over  they  cannot  study.  We 
praise  all  other  kinds  of  popular  recreation  and  pastime;  when  we 
come  to  the  novel  reading  of  public  libraries  our  wits  desert  us^  those 
who  want  mankind  to  give  up  novel  reading  really  desire  a  new  universe, 
a  new  mankind,  a  new  psychology :  and  very  dreadfully  tiresome  would 
their  mankind  and  their  universe  be  if  they  got  it  We  cannot  afford 
not  to  read  novels.  We  are  left  out  if  we  do — we  ignore  matchless 
sources  of  pastime,  of  rest,  of  recreation,  of  instruction.  Speaking  ill 
of  fiction  is  one  of  the  notes  of  the  illiterate." 

The  Rev.  George  O'Neill,  S.J.,  continuing  the  discussion,  said  he 
was  induced  to  take  the  part  of  the  advocatus  diabolic  because  the  cause 
of  the  beatification  and  canonisation  of  public  libraries  had  been  so  ad- 
mirably advocated  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Lyster.  He  admitted,  however, 
that  libraries  would  be  a  blessing  in  every  part  of  the  country  if 
properly  managed  and  under  proper  supervision.  This  interesting 
address  and  discussion  is  fully  reported  in  the  Freeman's  Journal  of 
29th  November. 

CHILDREN'S  LIBRARIANS.— For  the  year  1906-7  thirteen 
junior  class  students  and  five  special  students  have  been  enrolled  at  the 
Training  School  of  Children's  Librarians,  which  is  associated  with  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh.  Six  students  have  recently  received 
appointments ;  K>ur  as  children's  librarians,  two  as  librarians. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Cottlson  (Thomas). — Mr.  Thomas  Coulson,  Sunderland  Public  Lib- 
rary, has  been  appointed  Librarian-in-Charge,  Falls  Road  Branch 
Library,  Belfast. 

GiU  (A.  K.).— Mr.  A.  Kirby  Gill,  Librarian,  St.  Olave  Public  Lib- 
rary, Bermondsey,  has  been  appointed  Librarian,  Twickenham. 

Hudson  (O.  C.).— Mr.  O.  C.  Hudson,  Librarian,  Goole,  has  been 
appointed  Librarian,  Cheshunt 


LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  :  PROCEEDINGS  AND 
OFFICIAL  NOTICES. 

Professional  Examination. 

Students  who  propose  to  sit  for  the  next  examination  to  be  held  by  the 
Library  Association  in  May,  1907,  are  requested  to  notify  their  intention 
at  once,  if  possible,  to  the  Honorary  Secretary,  Education  Committee, 
Whitcomb  House,  Whitcomb  Street,  Pall  Mall  East,  London,  in  order 
that  arrangements  may  be  made  for  holding  examinations  at  convenient 
centres. 

Janusu^y  Meeting. 

The  next  Monthly  Meeting  will  be  held  at  8  p.m.  on  14th  January 
at  20  Hanover  Square,  when  an  important  paper  will  be  read  and  dis- 
cussed, entitled  '*  How  the  Branch  Associations  can  help  the  Library 
Association  ".  The  writers  of  the  paper  are  Mr.  Edward  McKnight, 
Public  Library,  Chorley,  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Savage,  Public  Library, 
Wallasey.  It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a  good  attendance  of  bodi 
London  and  provincial  members. 

Net  Books. 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  by  the  Council  to  negotiate  with 
respect  to  the  terms  of  the  supply  of  books  to  Libraries  has  approached 
the  AssodaUd  Booksellers^  but  without  success.  A  further  communica- 
tion will  be  sent  to  the  Publishers*  Association. 

It  is  proposed  to  hold  a  Special  General  Meeting  to  consider  the 
subject  early  in  1907,  to  which  Library  Committees  will  be  invited  to 
send  delegates. 


All  Communications  relating  to  The  Library  Association 
Record  should  be  addressed  to  The  Editor,  Whitcomb  House^ 
Whitcomb  Street,  Pall  Mall  East,  London,  S.W. 
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A. 

Aberdeen  Public  Library,  annual  report,  1904-5 :  analysis,  zzo. 

Supplementary  catalogue :  notice,  607. 
Aberdour  Public  Library,  gift  from  J.  Coats,  328. 
Abergavenny  Public  Library  opened,  598. 
Aberystwyth  Public  Library,  new  building  opened,  193. 
Acadimy,  notices  of  L.  A.  meetings :  aduiowledgment,  195. 
Accrington  Public  Library,  bequest  of  W.  Ashworth,  15. 

Library  Journal :  notices,  340,  609. 
Addison,  J.  G.,  presents  site  for  Monkwearmouth  Library,  Sunderland,  597. 
Adelaide  (S.  Aust.),  W.  A.  Stobie  appointed  chief  cataloguing  assistant,  338. 
Adoptions  of  Public  Libraries  Acts.    See  Public  Libraries  Acts,  Adoptions. 
Aldmondbury  Library.    See  Huddersfield. 
Aldred,  T.,  appointed  deputy-librarian,  Southwark,  262. 

Appointed  borough  librarian.  Hackney,  606. 

Stocktaking :  a  note :  article,  244-47. 
Alloa  Public  Library,  Miss  A.  Peters  appointed  librarian,  262. 
Anderton,  B.,  re  Newcastle  catalogue,  letter,  403. 
Annan  Public  Library  opened,  598. 

Annotation  in  catalogues  and  book  lists,  value  of,  E.  Green  :  article,  444-49. 
Annotation  for  library  catalogues,  Manual  of  descriptive,  E.   A.    Savage: 

review,  381. 
Annual  reports.    See  Names  of  Libraries. 
Appointments — 

Aldred,  T.,  deputy-librarian,  Southwark,  262. 
Borough  librarian.  Hackney,  606. 

Baker,  E.  A.,  borough  librarian,  Woolwich,  zz6. 

Black,  J.  W.,  assistant,  Greenock,  262. 

Bolton,  G.  R.,  senior  assistant,  St  Pancras,  391. 

Brooks,  H.  H.,  branch  librarian,  Halifax,  606. 

Burgess,  W.,  assistant,  Birkenhead,  197. 

Clay,  W.,  librarian,  Southend,  197. 

Coulson,  T.,  branch  librarian,  Belfast,  667. 

Coutts,  H.  T.,  branch  librarian,  Islington,  xz6. 

Craddock,  W.  T.,  sub-librarian,  Oxford,  197. 

Croker,  J.,  librarian,  Bridgwater,  459. 

Crook,  B.,  assistant,  Leyton,  16. 

Crooks,  W.  T.,  librarian,  Lame,  197. 

Downey,  J.  A.  L.,  librarian,  Hartlepool,  16. 

Ellison,  J.  B.,  cataloguing  assistant,  Leeds,  606. 

Pairhnrst,  A.,  librarian.  Society  of  Accountants,  Edinburgh,  16. 

Fairweather,  Miss  L.,  senior  assistant,  Islington,  606. 

Faraday,  J.  G.,  branch  librarian,  Homsey,  197. 
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Appointments  (continutd) — 

Friend,  S.  B.,  librarian,  Grahamstown,  S.A.,  338. 

Gill,  A.  K.,  librarian,  Twickenham,  667. 

Gillam,  Mr.,  librarian,  Sevenoaks,  x6. 

Green,  E.,  librarian,  Halifax,  606. 

Hair,  A.,  librarian,  Tynemouth,  197. 

Halley,  R.,  librarian,  Hawick,  xi6. 

Harris,  W.  J.,  borough  librarian,  Bromley  (Kent),  197. 

Hatcher,  A,  F.,  senior  assistant,  Bolton,  116. 

Higgs,  R.  W.,  chief  assistant,  Southend,  391. 

Hilson,  J.  L.,  librarian,  Kelso,  197. 

Hud«oh,  0»  Cm  librarian,  Cheshunt,  667. 

Jones,  Miss  A.,  senior  assistant,  Islington,  116. 

Leigh,  C.  W.  E.,  librarian  to  University  oC  Manchester,  16. 

Lillie,  R.,  assistant  librarian,  Swindon,  606. 

McGUl,  W.,  branch  librarian,  Islington,  606. 

McGu%,  Mr.,  district  Ubrarian,  Glasgow,  x6. 

Mackenzie,  W.  M.,  librarian,  Dunfermline,  606. 

M*Naim,  G.  S.,  librarian,  Motherwell,  1x6. 

Minto,  J.,  librarian.  Signet  Library,  X97. 

Moors,  B.  R.,  branch  librarian,  Portsoiouth,  391. 

Mould,  R.  W.,  chief  librarian,  Sputhwaxk,  a6a. 

Nelson,  J.,  branch  librarian,  BeUast,  x$. 

Niven,  D.,  librarian,  Bulawayo,  X97. 

Noyle,  W.  H.,  librarian,  LittUhainptoii,  197. 

Peters,  Miss  A.,  librarian,  Alloa,  26a. 

Pomfret,  J.  L.,  librarian,  Darwin,  x6. 

Purnell,  H.  R.,  re£erence  librarian,  Croydon,  1x6. 

RansomiB,  W.  H.,  branch  Ubrarian,  Upper  Nonvood,  a6a. 

Kobccts,  H.  D»,  chief  librarian,  Brighton,  262. 

Robinson,  S.  C„  sem'or  assistant^  ^eenwich,  1x7. 

Ross.  Mr.,  assistant  librarian,  York,  338. 

Sanderson,  R.,  charge  assistant.  Bollon,  606. 

Savage,  E.  A.,  librarian,  WsUlasey,  197. 

Scott,  J.  C,  librarian,  West  Houghton,  in. 

Shaw,  P.,  librarian,  Haddington,  117. 

Skelton,  W.,  librarian,  King's  Heath,  X97. 

Smith,  H.,  librarian,  Stroud,  459. 

Sm>th,  H.  H.,  librarian,  Hindley,  606. 

S^hen,  G.  A.,  chief  assisunt,  St.  Pancraa,  39X. 

Stewart,  J.  D.,  chief  assistant,  Islington,  XX7. 

Stobie,  W.  A,,  chief  cataloguing  assisU^nt,  Adelaide,  S.  Aual»,  338. 

Taylor,  A.,  librarian,  Tipton,  202. 

Thornsby,  F.,  librarian,  Stirchley,  X98* 

Toms,  H.  S.,  curator,  Brighton,  39X. 

Walker,  H.,  librarian,  Stamfi>r4  i^* 

Waugh,  W.  G.,  librarian,  Stirling,  wj* 

Wells,  C,  branch  librarian,  Stirchley,  459. 

West,  J.  W.,  senior  assistant^  King's  Norton,  X9& 

Williams,  R  G.,  senior  assistant,  Bolton,  262. 

Woodbine,  H.,  librarian,  Selly  Oak,  X98; 

Yates,  A.  H.,  senior  assistanii  Hocnaey,  X9S> 

Young,  J.  D.,  sub-librarian,  Greenwich,  117. 

Young,  J.  K.,  librarian,  Jedburgh,  X98, 
Architecture.    See  Planning. 

Architecture,  subject  list  on.  Patent  Office  Libr«xy>  64* 
Architekturt  Handhuck  der,  Durm :  review^  255,  256, 
Arnold  Public  Library  opened,  598, 
Ashby  Public  Library  opened,  X93. 
Ashton-in-Makerfield  Public  Lil^aiy  openedi  X93. 
Ashworth,  W.,'beaueatto  Accringtoo.  riibli^  Libfa^,  x^ 
Assessment.    See  Law. 
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Associates  of  the  L.A.  elected.    See  Library  Association,  Monthly  Meet- 
ings. 
**  Association  des  Biblioth^aires  Fran9ais,"  first  meeting,  259. 
Aston  Manor  Public  Library,  catalogue  :  notice,  607. 
Atkinson,  F.  B.,  presents  site  for  Benwell  Library,  Newcastle,  597. 
Australia  (Western)  Public  Library,  catalogue  of  books,  part  7 :  notice,  607. 

B. 

Bailey,  Sir  W.  H.,  presidential  address  to  the  Library  Association,  at  Annual 

Meeting,  Bradford,  September,  1906,  461-76. 
Baker,  £.  A.,  appointed  borough  librarian,  Wgolwich,  116. 

Best  books  of  1904 — Literature  selection,  53-57. 

Direction  for  popular  readers  (ConUmp,  Rev.) :  article,  324. 
Baltimore  (U.S.A.),  Pratt  Institute,  A.  Carnegie  contributes  £100,000  towards 
establishing  twenty  branches,  665. 

Annual  report  (1904-5) :  analysis,  612. 
Barlow,  H.,  Thoughts  on  the  Reference  Library:  article,  647-53. 
Barrie,  Ex-Lord  Provost,  gives  site  for  branch  library  at  Dundee,  455. 
Barry  Public  Library,  new  building  opened,  193. 
Bath  declines  offer  of  £13,000  from  A.  Carnegie,  115. 
Battersea  Public  Libraries,  annual  report  ( 1905-6) :    analysis,  481. 
Belfast  Public  Libraries,  annual  report  (1905) :  analysis,  159. 

Staff  appointments :  T.  CouJson,  667;  J.  Nelson,  16. 
Benwell  Library.    See  Newcastle. 
Bequests.     See  Gifts  and  Bequests. 

Bermondsey  Public  Libraries,  St.  01ave*s  new  library  opened,  11 1. 
Best  books  of  1904.    See  Books  op  1904,  Best. 

Bethnal  Green  Free  Library,  thirtieth  anniversary :  congratulatory  letters,  195. 
Betting  news  decisions — 

Abingdon,  456. 

Carlisle,  260. 

East  Ham,  195. 

Gateshead,  114. 

Gravesend,  195. 

Grimsby,  114. 

Hammersmith,  335. 

Newport,  335. 

Nottmgham,  195. 

St.  Pancras,  456. 

Sowerby,  335. 

Worcester,  114. 

Workington,  456. 
Beverley  Public  Library,  Mr.  Spencer  offers  to  defray  cost  of  site,  257. 

Account  of  opening,  455. 
Bibliofilia^  La:  notices,  12,  62,  194,  189-90,  320,  451,  480,  596. 
Bibliographical  Register :  notice,  383. 
Bibliotheca  Chemica,  J.  Ferguson :  review,  191. 

Bibliotheque  Nationale  presents  catalogue  to  Guildhall  Library,  London,  257. 
Bideford  Public  Library  opened,  111-2. 
Biography,  best  books  of  1904,  by  H.  R.  Tedder,  57-60. 
Birkenhead  Public  Libraries,  site  for  new  central  library,  114-5. 

W.  Burgess  appointed  assistant,  197. 
Birmingham  and  District  Library  Association.    See  Library  Associations. 
Birmingham  Public  Libraries,  annual  report  ^1905-6) :  analysis,  481. 

Local  conference  of  the  Library  Association,  3rd  May,  1906,  265-77. 
Birrell,  A.,  In  the  name  of  the  Bodleian^  and  other  essay i  :  review,  192. 
Black,  J.  W.,  appointed  assistant,  Greenock,  262. 
Blackburn  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1904-5) :  analysis,  18. 
Blackpool  Public  Library,  A.  Carnegie  offers  £15,000  for  new  premises,  193. 
Blake,  William,  Poetical  works  (Sampson*s  edition) :  review,  256. 
Blind  readers,  reduced  postal  rate  for,  605. 
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Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  additions  to  stock :  notice,  260. 

Staff  Kalendar^  1906 :  review,  65. 
Bogsarnlinget :  notice,  326. 
Bolton  Public  Libraries,  Town  Council  levy  ijd.  rate,  261. 

Staff  appointments:    A.   F.   Hatcher,    116;    R.   Sanderson,  606;     R.   G. 
Williams,  262. 
Bolton,  G.  R.,  appointed  senior  assistant,  St.  Pancras,  391. 
Bond,  H.,  and  Jast,  L.  S.,  Best  books  of  1904;  juvenile  literature  selection,  7-9^ 
Bookbinding,  Dana,  J.  C,  Notes  oh  bookbinding /or  libraries:  review,  661. 

Matthews,  E.  R.  N..  Library  binderies ;  article,  72-78. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Leather  for  Bookbinding,  660,  66x. 
Booklover*s  Magaxine :  notices,  102-3,  ^o^t  187,  318,  450,  654. 
Books  of  1904,  Best — 

Biographies  in  English,  selected  by  H.  R.  Tedder,  57-f  o. 

History,  selected  by  T.  W.  Lyster,  309-17. 

Juvenile  literature,  selected  by  H.  Bond  and  L.  S.  Jast,  7-9. 

Literature,  selected  by  E.  A.  Baker,  53-57. 

Travel,  selected  by  J.  R.  Boos^,  97-100. 

Useful  arts,  selected  by  H.  V.  Hopwood,  89-97. 
Booe^,  J.  R.,  Best  books  of  1904 :  travel  selection,  97-100. 
Bootle  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  343. 

Delivery  station  at  local  worlcs,  601. 

Library  Journal :  notices,  64,  197. 

List  of  additions :  notice,  608-9. 
Bournemouth  Public  Libraries,  Earl  of  Leven  presents  site  Ux  Winton  Library. 
328. 

Maintenance  of  school  libraries,  196. 
Bowker,  R.  R.,  Official  publications  of  the  several  states  of  the  United  States 

from  their  orgamsationt  Part  lU.  Western  States :  review,  383. 
Bradford  Library  and  Literary  Society,  W.  Scruton  :  article,  545-55. 
Bradford  Mechanics*  Institute  Library,  C.  A.  Federer :  article,  636^0. 
Bradford  Public  Libraries,  annual  report  (1904-5) :  analysis,  no. 

Central  library  re-arranged  and  renovated,  15. 

East  Bowling  Branch  opened,  1x2. 
Bradford,  Public  Library  movement  in,  M.  E.  Hartley :  article,  423-43. 
Brentford  Public  Library,  lady  pupil  taken,  196. 
Bridgeton  Library.     See  Glasgow. 

Bridgwater  Public  Library,  J.  Croker  appointed  librarian,  459. 
Brignouse  Public  Library,  classified  catalogue :  notice,  608. 
Brighton  Public  Libraries,  annual  report  (1905) :  analysis,  159. 

Farewell  luncheon  to  Mr.  Minto,  331-2. 

Memorial  tablet  to  H.  J.  Mathews  unveiled,  261. 

Quarterly  Record :  notices,  158,  341. 

Appointments :  H.  D.  Roberts,  a62 ;  H.  S.  Toms,  391. 
Bristol  and  Western  District  Library  Association.    See  Libraky  Associations. 
Bristol  Public  Libraries,  new  central  library  opened,  328-30. 

Westbury  branch  opened,  193. 

Catalogue  of  Central  Library :  notice,  608. 
British  Museum  Library  and  its  catalogue  {Edinburgh  Review) :  article,  notice, 

323. 
Bromley  (E.).    See  Poplar. 
Bromley  (Kent)  Public  Libraries,  new  premises  opened,  257. 

Bulletin :  notice,  609. 

Guide  to  using  the  public  library :  notice,  609. 

W.  J.  Harris,  appointed  borough  librarian,  197. 
Brook,  H.  H.,  appointed  branch  librarian,  Halifax,  606. 

Readers*  aids :  article,  29-30. 
Brooklyn  (U.S.A.)  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1905) :  analysis,  &Z2. 

Bulletin,  vol.  iv. :  notice,  159. 
Brown,  J.  D.,  Subject  classification  :  review,  384-86. 
Brunner,  Su-  J.,  offers  new  building  to  Northwich,  257. 
Bulletins  reviewed  and  noticed.    See  Names  op  Libraries. 
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Bulletin  dis  Bibliothiquss  fsopulaires :  notices,  189,  zgz,  320. 
Bulletin  du  BibUograihile :  notice,  189. 
BulUHn  du  Bibliophile:  notices,  12,  62,  104,  251,  380,  657. 
Burgess,  W.,  appointed  assistant,  Birkenhead,  197. 
Burgoyne,  F.  J.,  Library  planning :  article,  178-86. 
Burt,  A.  G.,  Newspapers :  article,  296-302. 
Correspondence  on,  460,  543,  544. 

C. 

Camberwell  Public  Libraries,  lecture  work  at,  602. 

Cambridge  University  Extension  Lectures,  195. 

Campbell,  Francis  B.  F.,  obituary  notice,  263-4. 

Campbell,  G.  L.,  J.P.,  obituary  notice,  339. 

Canterbury  (N.Z.)  Public  Library,  catalogue  noticed,  608. 

Carlow,  A.  Carnegie  gives  £950  for  the  erection  of  a  library,  597. 

Carlton  Public  Library  opened,  112. 

Carnegie,  A.,  gifts  and  otters — 

;f  100,000  to  Baltimore,  towards  branches,  665. 
15,000  to  Blackpool,  for  new  buildings,  193. 
15,000  to  Northampton  for  new  building,  329. 
15,000  to  Plymouth,  for  new  buildings,  328. 
10,000  to  St.  Andrews  University  Library,  for  extension,  597. 
8,000  to  Liverpool,  for  branch,  455. 
7,500  to  Scarborough,  for  erection  of  library,  328. 
5,000  to  Kendal,  for  new  building,  387. 
5,000  to  Tottenham,  for  extension  of  premises,  in. 
4,500  to  Lewisham,  for  library  at  Hither  Green,  257. 
3,000  to  Lismore,  erection  of  library,  387. 
3,000  to  Stonehouse,  for  erection  of  library,  665. 
3,000  to  Willesden  Green,  for  extension  of  premises,  xii. 
2,000  to  Downpatrick,  for  erection  of  library,  in. 
1,500  to  Llandrindod  Wells,  erection  of  library, '597. 
1,500  to  Newcastle,  additional  amount,  387. 
1,500  to  Vryheid  (S.A.),  erection  of  library,  665. 
1,200  to  Kilteman,  for  erection  of  two  libnuries,  597. 
950  to  Carlow,  erection  of  library,  597. 
800  to  Dyce,  erection  of  library,  597. 
630  to  Fraserburgh,  additional  amount,  455. 
500  to  Worthing,  additional  amount,  597. 
368  to  King's  Lynn,  additional  amount,  257. 
350  to  SouUiall  Norwood,  additional  amount,  257. 
OfiTers  to  Bath,  Coseley,  Haworth  and  Wirksworth  refused. 
Carnegie,  A.,  opens  new  branch  library  at  Bromley,  Kent,  257. 
Formally  opens  new  library  buildings  at  Peterborough,  258. 
Catalogues  noticed  or  reviewed.    See  Names  op  Libraries. 
Cataloniing,  Principles  of,  E.  Wyndham  Hulme :  article,  31-45. 
Centralblattfur  Bibliothekswesen,    See  Zbntralblatt. 
Century  0/  the  BnfrUsh  book  trade,  E.  Gordon  Duff :  review,  253. 
CeskA  Osveta,  notices,  63,  105,  158,  252,  322,  380,  596. 
Chadwick,  Dr.  James  R.,  obituary  notice,  117. 
Chelmsford  Public  Library,  new  premises  opened,  1x3. 
Cheshunt  Public  Librsuy,  O.  C.  Hudson  appointed  librarian,  667. 
Chicago  Public  Libraries,  annual  reports :  analysis,  18-9,  612. 
Bulletin,  notice,  340. 
John  Crerar  Library,  annual  report  (1905) :  analysis,  343. 

Supplementary  list  of  serials:  notice,  34Z. 
Newbury  Library,  annual  report  (1905) :  anailysis,  343. 
Children,  demonstrations  in  the  use  of  the  Croydon  Libraries  given  to,  332-3. 
Children's  librarians,  training  school  at  Pittsburgh,  667. 
Children's  libraries,  resolution  passed  at  the  Birmingham  Local  Conference, 
269. 
See  also  School  Libraries. 
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Classes  in  librarianship.      Sa  Library  Association. 
ClassificatioHt  Subject,  J.  D.  Brown :  review,  384-86. 

Classification,  McJknight,  E.,  Absence  of  exact  classification  from  British  public 
libraries :  article,  289-95. 

Mould,  R.  W.,  Wanted — a  classification :  article,  127-47. 

Library  of  Congress,  Classification :  review,  663-4. 
Clay,  W.,  appointed  librarian,  Southend,  197. 
Clegg,  J.,  International  directory  0/  booksellers,  etc  :  review,  255. 
Coats,  J.,  presents  books  to  Aberdour  Public  Library,  328. 
Colchester  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1904-5) :  analysis,  no. 

Macandrew  bequest,  387. 
Congressional  Librsuy.    See  Washington. 
Correspondence  classes.    See  Library  Association. 
Coseley,  A.  Carnegie  offers  £3,500  to  the  Town  Council  for  erection  of  library » 

257. 

Carnegie  gift  refused,  388. 
Cotereave,  A.,  presentation  from  the  Society  of  Public  Librarians,  X15. 
CouTson,  T.,  appointed  branch  librarian,  Belfast,  667. 

County  legislation,  Farr,  H.,  The  libraries  and  the  counties :  article,  169-77. 
Coutts,  H.  T.,  appointed  branch  librarian,  Islington,  116. 
Craddock,  W.  T.,  appointed  sub-librarian,  Oxford,  197. 
Croker,  J.,  appointed  librarian,  Bridgwater,  459. 
Crook,  B.,  appointed  assistant,  Leyton,  16. 
Crooks,  W.  T.,  appointed  librarian,  Larne,  197. 
Croydon  Public  Libraries,  annual  reports  (1905-6) :  analysis,  481. 

Readers*  index:  notices,  64,  108,  341,  609. 

Demonstrations  to  school  children,  332-3. 

Staff  appointments,  H.  R.  Purnell,  116;  W.  H.  Ransome,  262. 
Cumann  na  Leabharlann,    See  Leabharlann. 
Cumming  Museum.    See  South wark. 


D. 

Dana,  J.  C,  Notes  on  bookbinding /or  libraries:  review,  661. 

Danmarks  Folkebogsamlinger.    See  Bogsamlinger. 

Darwen  Public  Library,  foundation-stone  of  new  building  laid,  598. 

J.  Pomfret,  appointed  librarian,  16. 

Library  Journal :  notices,  64,  108,  609. 
Dayton  (U.S.A.)  Public  Library,  annual  reports :  analysis,  159,  612. 
Defaults.    See  Thefts  and  Defaults. 
Demonstrations  to  children  at  the  Croydon  Libraries,  332-3. 
Dennistoun  Library.     See  Glasgow. 

Derwent,  Lord,  offers  £500  towards  cost  of  site  for  Scarborough  Library,  328. 
Dewsbury  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  612. 
Diploma  scheme.   S^^Education  of  the  Librarian  :  Training  op  Librarians. 
Directory  of  booksellers,  etc.,  J.  Glegg :  review,  255. 
Downey,  J.  A.  L.,  appointed  librarian,  Hartlepool,  16. 
Downpatrick  adopts  the  Libraries  Act,  15. 

A.  Carnegie  offers /2,ooo  for  erection  of  library,  11 1. 
Dramatic  works.     See  Best  Books  of  1904. 
Drew,  Mrs.,  Mr.  Gladstone's  library  at  St.  Deiniol's  {Nineteenth  Century)  :  article, 

324. 
Drogheda  Public  Library  opened,  194. 
Dublin,  Irish  Bible  debate,  603. 

Short  catalogue  of  English  books  in  Archbishop  Marshes  Library  ^nttd 
before  MDCXLL  :  review,  106. 

See  also  Kilternan. 
Duff,  E.  G.,  Century  of  the  English  book  trade:  review,  253. 

Hand-lists  of  English  printers,  1501-6,  review,  X05. 
Dundee  Public  Libranes,  Ex-Lord  Provost  Barrie  and  J.  Robertson  present  sites, 
for  new  branches,  455. 
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Dunfermline  Public  Libraries,  Townhill  Library  opened,  194. 

W.  M.  Mackenzie,  apjiointed  librarian,  606. 
Dunn,  Handbuch  der  Architektur :  review,  255-6. 
Dyce,  adoption  of  the  Libraries  Act,  597. 

A.  Carnegie  offers  £800  to  erect  library,  597. 

E. 

East  Bowling  Library.    See  Bradford. 

Eastbourne  Public  Library,  catalogue  of  Central  Library :  notice,  340. 

Ecdes  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  343. 

Foundation-stone  of  new  building  laid,  598. 
Edmond,  J.  P.,  obituary  notice,  199-201. 

Education  and  registration,  professional,  W.  R.  B.  Prideaux :  article,  1-6. 
Education  of  the  librarian  :  elementary  sUge,  H.  D.  Roberts :  article,  556-72. 

Advanced  stage,  £.  A.  Baker :  article,  573-86. 
Election  of  members,  L.A.    See  Library  Association — Monthly  Meetings. 
Ellison,  J.  B.,  appointed  cataloguing  assistant,  Leeds,  606. 
Erdington  Public  Library,  foundation-stone  laid,  330. 
Erith  Public  Library  opened,  194. 
Essays  and  collected  works.    See  Books  op  1904. 
Evanston  Library.    See  Chicago. 
Examinations,  professional.    See  Library  Association. 
Exeter,  resolutions  re  school  libraries,  196. 

F. 

Fairhurst,  A.,  appointed  librarian  to  Society  of  Accountants,  Edinburgh,  16. 

Fairweather,  Miss  L.,  appointed  senior  assistant,  Islington,  606. 

Faraday,  J.  G.,  appointea  branch  librarian,  Hornsey,  197. 

Farr,  H.,  The  libraries  and  the  counties :  paper,  169-77. 

Federer,  C.  A.,  Bradford  Mechanics'  Institute :  artide,  636-40. 

Fenham  Library.    See  Newcastle. 

Fenton  Public  Librarv  opened,  194. 

Ferguson,  J.,  Bihliotheca  chemica :  review,  191. 

Fiction.    See  Best  Books  op  1904. 

Finsbury  Public  Libraries,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  343. 

Quarterly  guide  for  readers :  notice,  108. 
Flint,  H.,  obituary  notice,  339. 

Folkestone  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1904-5) :  analysis,  no. 
Fordham,  H.  G.,  Cambridgeihire  maps  ;  Herefordshire  maps :  notices,  65. 

Re  county  maps :  letter,  126. 
Fraserburgh,  A.  Carnegie  adds  £630  to  former  gift,  455. 
Fratton  Library.    See  Portsmouth. 

Friend,  S.  B.,  appointed  librarian,  Grahamstown,  S.A.,  338. 
Fulham  Public  Libraries,  annual  report  (1904-5) :  analysis,  18. 

Lillie  Road  Branch  opened,  387. 

Q. 

Garnett,  Dr.  R.,  obituanr  notice,  201-3. 
Gentry,  E.  J.,  appointed  librarian,  Morley,  338. 
Gifts  and  bequests — 

Aberdour,  J.  Coats,  books,  328. 

Accrington,  W.  Ashworth,  books,  15. 

Baltimore,  A.  Carnegie,  £100,000,  665. 

Bournemouth,  Earl  of  Leven,  site,  328. 

Carlow,  A.  Carnegie,  £950,  597. 

Colchester,  W.  Macanorew,  books,  387. 

Dundee,  Ex-Lord  Provost  Barrie,  site,  455. 
J.  Robertson,  site,  455. 

Dyce,  A.  Carnegie,  £800,  597. 
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Giftf  and  bequests  (eonHtiuid^ — 

Fraserburgh,  A.  Carnegie,  £630,  455. 

Islington,  Highgate  Hfll  Unitarian  Church,  books,  15. 

King^s  Lynn,  A.  Carnegie,  ;f368,  257. 

Lismore,  A.  Carnegie,  £3,000,  387. 

Liverpool,  A.  Carnegie,j^8,ooo,  455. 

Llandrindod  Wells,  A.  Carnegie,  £if500,  597. 

Loughborough,  J.  Griggs,  £100,  387. 

Newcastle,  A.  Carnegie,  £1,500,  387. 
F.  B.  Atkinson,  site,  597. 

Southall  Norwood,  A.  Carnegie,  £350,  257. 

Stoke  Newington,  E.  J.  Sage,  books,  xxx. 

Sunderland,  J.  G.  Addison,  site,  597. 

Vryheid  (S.A.),  A.  Carnegie,  £1,500,  665. 

Wakefield,  C.  Skidmore,  books,  331. 

Worcester,  Victoria  Institute,  Miss  L.  Price,  £300  and  books,  387. 

Worthing,  A.  Carnegie,  £500,  597. 

Anonjrmous,  art  gallery  and  museum  buildings,  597. 

York,  Mrs.  W.  W.  MorreU,  £100,  328. 
Gill,  A.  K.,  appointed  librarian,  Twickenham,  667. 
Gillam,  Mr.,  appointed  librarian,  Sevenoaks,  16. 
Glasgow  Corporation  Libraries,  Bridgeton  Library  opened,  258. 

Dennistoun  Library  opened,  15. 

Govanhill  Library  opened,  194. 

Hutchesontown  Library  opened,  665. 

Mitchell  Library,  details  re  new  building,  1x3  ;  thefts  from,  262. 

Parkhead  Library  opened,  455. 

Springbum  Library  opened,  258. 

Staff  appointment,  Mr.  McGufiy,  x6. 
Glazing  of  libraries.  On  the,  A.  Seymour  Jones  :  article,  641-46. 
Godalming  rejects  Libraries  Act,  2t6o. 
Govanhill  Library.    See  Glasgow. 

Grahamstown  (S.A.)  Public  Library,  S.  B.  Friend  appointed  librarian,  338. 
Grand  Rapids  (U.S.A.)  Libraries,  annual  report  (X904-5) :  analysis,  159. 

Annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  6x2. 

Bulletin,  notices,  109,  341,  610. 
Gravesend  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  343. 

Catalogue,  notice,  158. 

Topical  list,  gardening,  etc. :  notice,  341. 
Green,  E.,  appointed  librarian,  Halifax,  606. 

Value  of  annotation  in  catalogues  and  book  lists :  article,  444-49. 
Greenock  Public  Library,  J.  W.  Black  appointed  assistant,  262. 
Greenwich    Public    Libraries,    suff    appointments  —  J.    D.    Young,     X17 ; 

S.  C.  Robinson,  X17. 
Guildhall  Library,  London,  Catalogue  of  Biblioth^ue  Nationale  presented,  257. 
Guppy,  H.,  Historical  description  of  the  {John  Rylands)  Library  and  its  contents  : 
review,  659. 

H. 

Hackney  Public  Libraries,  T.  Aldred  appointed  borough  librarian,  606. 
Haddington,  P.  Shaw,  appointed  librarian.  Town  and  County  Library,  1x7. 
Hair,  A.,  appointed  librarian,  Tynemouth,  197. 
Halifax  Public  Libraries,  E.  Green  appointed  librarian,  606. 

H.  H.  Brook  appointed  branch  librarian,  606. 
Halley,  R.,  appointed  librarian,  Hawick,  1 16. 
Hampstead  Fiiblic  Libraries,  delivery  station  opened,  602. 

Extension  of  Central  Library  opposed,  333. 
Hanbury,  J.  G.,  offers  site  for  a  library  at  Pontypool,  150. 
Hand,  T.  W.,  Public  library  of  the  future :  article,  28-9. 
Hand'Usts  qf  English  printers,  X50X-56,  Part  III. :  review,  X05. 
Hare,  H.  T.,  Some  suggestions  on  the  planning  of  libraries  :  article,  X48-54. 
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Harris,  W.  J.,  appointed  borough  librarian,  Bromley  (Kent),  197. 

Harrogate  Public  Library,  opened,  113. 

Hartlepool  Public  Library,  J.  A.  L.  Downey  appointed  librarian,  16. 

Hartley,  M.  E.,  Public  library  movement  in  Bradford  :  article,  423-43. 

Haslingden  Public  Library  formally  opened,  598. 

Hatcher,  A.  F.,  appointed  senior  assistant,  Bolton,  116. 

Hawarden,  St.  Deiniol's  Library,  details  of  foundation,  etc.,  602. 

Hawick  Public  Library,  R.  Halley  appointed  librarian,  1 16. 

Haworth,  ratepayers  reject  A.  Carnegie's  offer,  261. 

Hereford,  Bishop  of.  On  school  and  parish  libraries :  letter,  196. 

Herne  Hill  Library.    See  Lambeth. 

Heywood  Public  Library  opened,  194. 

Higgs,  R.  W.,  appointed  chief  assistant,  Southend,  391. 

Highgate  Library.     See  St.  Pancras. 

Hillsborough  Hall  Library.    See  Sheffield. 

Hilson,  J.  L.,  appointed  librarian,  Kelso,  197. 

Hindley  Public  Library,  H.  H.  Smith  appointed  librarian,  606. 

History,  Best  books  of  1904,  by  T.  W.  Lyster,  309-17. 

Hither  Green  Library.     See  Lewisham. 

Hopwood,  H.  v..  Best  books  of  1904 :  useful  arts  selection,  89-97. 

Horbury  Public  Library  opened,  113. 

Homsey  Public  Libraries,  staff  appointments :  J.  G.  Faraday,  197 ;  A.  H.  Yates, 

198. 
Horwich  adopts  the  Libraries  Act,  193. 
Huck,  T.  W.,  first  halfpenny  morning  paper :  letter,  543-4. 
Huddersfield  Public  Libraries,  Aidmondbury  Branch  opened,  113. 
Hudson,  O.  C,  appointed  librarian,  Cheshunt,  667. 
Hull,  Property  Committee  increase  annual  grant,  260. 
Hufme,  E.  Wyndham,  The  principles  of  cataloguing :  article,  31-45. 

A.  J.  Philip,  letter,  re  above,  125-6. 
Humphery,  G.  R.,  obituary  notice,  606. 
Hutchesontown  Library.    See  Glasgow. 
Hutt,  J.,  Libraries  and  public  opinion  :  article,  231-43. 
Hyde  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1904-5):  analysis,  no. 

I. 

Jn  the  name  of  the  Bodleian  and  other  essay s,  by  A.  Birrell :  review,  192. 

Inkster,  L.,  Library  grouping :  paper,  46-52. 

Institut  International  de  Bibliographic,  Manuel  du  Repertoire  Bibliographique 

Universel :  review,  662. 
Inverurie  Public  Library  opened,  15. 
Ireland,  Pros  and  cons  of  the  public  library  question,  666-7. 
Ireland  and  public  libraries,  T.  W.  Lyster :  lecture,  303-8. 
Isleworth  Public  Library,  defaulting  clergyman's  action,  388. 
Islington  Public  Libraries,  gift  from  Highgate  Unitarian  Church,  14,000  vols..  15. 

Temporary  reading-room  opened  at  Highgate  Hill,  114. 

North  Islington  Library  opened,  598. 

Public  inspection  of  North  Islington  Library,  261. 

Central  Library,  foundation-stone  laid,  330. 

West  Islington  Library,  foundation-stone  laid,  330. 

Staff  appointments:  H.  T.  Coutts,  116;  Miss  L.  Fairweather,  606;  Miss 
A.  Jones,  116  ;  W.  McGill.  606  ;  J.  D.  Stewart,  117. 

J. 

Jast,  L.  S.,  and  Bond,  H.,  Best  books  oi  1904 :  juvenile  literature  selection,  7-9. 

Jedburgh  Public  Library,  J.  K.  Young  appointed  librarian,  198. 

John  Crerar  Library.     See  Chicago. 

Jones,  A.  Seymour-,  The  glazing  of  libraries ;  action  of  light  on  leather:  article, 

641.46. 
Jones,  Miss  A.,  appointed  senior  assistant,  Islington,  116. 
Juvenile  literature,  best  books  of  1904,  by  H.  Bond  and  L.  S.  Jast,  79. 
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K. 

Keats,  John,  Po4tual  Works  (Fonnan's  edition) :  review,  659. 
Keighley  Public  Library,  annual  report  ^1904-5^ :  analysis,  no. 
Kelso  Public  Library,  J.  L.  Hilson  appointed  librarian,  197. 

Opening  ceremony,  258. 
Kendal  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  343. 

A.  Carnegie  offers  £5,000  tor  new  building,  387. 
Kensal  Rise  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1904-5) :  analysis,  18. 
Kettering  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  481. 
Kilternan,  A.  Carnegie  offers  ;f  1,200  for  two  libraries,  597. 
King's  Heath.    Su  King's  Norton. 

King's  Lynn  Public  Library,  A.  Carnegie  adds  ;^368  to  former  gift,  257. 
King's  Norton  Public  Libraries,  King's  Heath  Library  opened,  330. 

King's  Norton  Library  opened,  455-6. 

NorSifield  Library  opened,  599. 

Selly  Oak  Library  opened,  330. 

Stirchley  Library  opened,  387. 

Staff  appointments  :  W.  Skelton,  197 ;  F.  Thornsby,  198 ;  C.  C.  Wells,  459 ; 
J.  W.  West,  198  ;  H.  Woodbine,  198. 
Kingston-on-Thames  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  612. 
Kirk,  Horace  W.,  obituary  notice,  263. 


Lambeth  Public  Libraries,  Herne  Hill  Library  opened,  388. 
Lange,  F.  W.  T.,  halfpenny  papers :  letter,  543. 
Larne  Public  Library  opened,  194. 

W.  T.  Crooks,  appointed  librarian,  197. 
Law — 

Assessment  of  public  libraries,  70-1,  123. 

Cost  of  collecting  library  rate,  228. 

Enforcement  of  rules,  Ireland,  623. 

Issuing  of  library  committee  notices,  69. 

Library  committee's  power  over  branch,  228. 

Limits  of  blocking-out  newspaper  matter,  70. 

Mutilation  of  newspapers,  70. 

Payment  for  loan  by  non-residents,  623. 

Payments  for  gas,  etc.,  623. 

Power  of  District  Council  to  forbid  special  meeting  of  Library  Committee,  69. 

Purchase  of  technical  books  by  local  educational  authorities,  623-4. 

Repayment  of  income  tax,  623. 

Right  to  obliterate  newspaper  advertisements,  70. 

Smoking-room  provision,  123.  ^ 

Unexpended  balances,  70. 
Lea  Bridge  Library.     See  Leyton. 
Leabkarlanttf  An  :  review,  326. 

Leather,  Action  of  light  on,  A.  Seymour-Jones:  article,  641-46. 
Leather  for  bookbinding,  report  of  Committee  on,  660-1. 
Leeds  Public  Libraries,  annual  report  (1904-5),  analysis,  18. 
•  Annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  481. 

J.  B.  Ellison  appointed  cataloguing  assistant,  606. 
Legislation,  Public  Libraries  Bill,  456-7,  587-92. 
Leicester  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  481. 
Leigh,  C.  W.  E.,  appointed  librarian,  University  Library,  Manchester,  z6. 
Leven,  Earl  of,  presents  site  to  Bournemouth,  328. 

Lewisham  Public  Libraries,  A.  Carnegie  offers  £4 ,500 for  HitherGreen  branch,  257. 
Leyton  Public  Libraries,  Lea  Bridge  Library  opened,  194. 

B.  Crook,  appointed  assistant,  16. 
Libraries  and  the  counties,  The,  H.  Farr :  article,  169-77. 
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Libraries  and  public  opinion,  J.  Hutt :  article,  231-43. 

Library,  The,  248-9,  256,  450,  654. 

Library  aids  to  mathematical  research,  T.  Muir  :  review,  382,  383. 

Library  Assistant:  notices,  10,  62,  102,  155,  187,  248,  318,  378,  450,  477,  593, 

656. 
Library  Assistants'  Association.    See  Library  Associations. 
Library  Associations — 
Library  Association — 
Monthly  Meetings — 

L  27th  Nov.,  1905,  London  School  of  Economics,  W.  R.  B. 

F^rideaux  on  Professional  education  and  registration,  20-27. 

IL  nth  Dec.,  1905,  London  School  of  Economics,  E.  Wyndham 

Hulme  on  Principles  of  cataloguing,  66-68. 
in.  15th  Jan.,  1906,  National  Art  Library,  South  Kensington. 

No  Report. 
IV.  19th  Feb.,  1906,  London  School  of  Economics,  R.  W.  Mould 

on  Wanted — a  classification,  160-66. 
V.  19th  Mar.,  1906,  London  School  of  Economics,  Discussion 

on  the  Need  for  county  library  legislation,  206-16. 
VI.  23rd  April,  1906,  London  School  of  Economics,  T.  Aldred 
on  Stocktaking;  J.  Hutt  on  Libraries  and  public  opinion, 
277.S4. 
VII.  2ist  May,  1906,  London  School  of  Economics,  E.  McKnight 
on  Absence  of  exact  classification  fi^om  British  libraries, 
344'4^* 
VIII.  i8th  June,  1906,  London  School  of  Economics,  W.  J.  Wil- 

cock  on  Annual  reports  and  their  contents,  392-97. 
special  meetings— 2^ih  Sept.,  1906,  London  School  of  Economics, 

Miss  M.  L.  Shediock  on  the  Art  of  story-telling,  613-15. 
Annual  meeting,  4th-6th  Sept.,  1906,  Bradford,  482-510. 
Committees,  list  of,  1906-7,  535. 
Correspondence  classes,  1906-7,  537. 
Council  and  officers,  1906-7,  election  of,  397-8. 
Financial  statement  and  balance-sheet,  1905,  204-5. 
Library  rules,  re  use  of,  353-55. 

Local  conference,  Birmingham,  3rd  May,  1906,  265-77. 
Professional  examinations,  1906,  28,  69. 

Pass  lists,  398-401. 
Report  of  Council  and  balance-sheet,  1905-6,  5x1-40. 
Summer  school  proposal,  1906,  125. 
Obituary — 

Campbell,  F.  B.  F.,  263-4. 
Campbell,  G.  L.,  J.P.,  339. 
Edmond,  J.  P.,  199. 
Flint,  H.,  339. 
Garnett,  Dr.  G.,  201-3. 
Humphery,  G.  R.,  606. 
Kirk,  H.  W.,  263. 
Smith.  J.,  459. 
Spence,  C.  J.,  16-7. 

BiRMINOHAM  AND  DISTRICT  LiBRARY  ASSOCIATION — 

Annual  report,  1905,  533-4. 
Bristol  and  Western  District  Library  Association — 
Meetings — 

9th   May,  1905,  Wells,  Inspection  of  the  cathedral ;    paper  on 

Cathedral  library  by  T.  W.  Williams,  284-5. 
4th  Oct.,  1905,  Bath,  T.  Sturge  Cotterell  on  The  libraries  of  Bath  ; 
L.   Ackland  Taylor  on    Bibliographical    aids    in    the    public 
libraries  of  Bristol,  216-20. 
Annual  report,  balance  sheet,  1905,  285-6. 
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Library  Associations  {eontinuid)— 

North  Midland  Library  Association — 
Meetingi — 

8th  Feb.,  1906,  Stamford,  T.  Dent  on  The  origin  and  develop- 
ment of  libraries ;  Mr.   Walker  on  The  library   movement  in 
Stamford;    Mr.    Wilcock   on    Children*s    reading-rooms;    Mr. 
Easom  on  Some  public  libraries  in  America,  121. 
Annual  meeting,  539,  540. 
Annual  report,  1905-6,  532-3. 
North- Western  Branch  Library  Association — 
Meetings — 

30th   March,   1906,   Rylands  Library,   Manchester,   J.    Hott  on 
Public  libraries  and  public  opinion  ;  Education  of  library  assist- 
ants, report,  220-22. 
2ist  June,  1906,  Liverpool,  General  meeting,  349-50. 
i8th  Oct,  1906,  Southport,  Reception  by  mayor;  Miss  Chadburn 
on  Book-selection  committees  for  juvenile  literature  in  Germany ; 
G.  T.  Shaw  on  How  to  improve  The  Library  Association 
Record,  615-18. 
Annual  meeting,  i8th  Jan.,  1906,  Preston,  1x8. 
Annual  report,  1905-6,  528-30. 
Report  on  education  of  library  assistants,  166,  220. 
Summer  school,  348-9. 
No  RTHBRN  Counties  Library  Association — 
Meetings — 

2oth  Dec.,  1905,  Bradford,  T.  W.  Hand  on  The  public  library  of 
the  future;  H.  H.  Brook  on  Readers*  aids;  H.  Townend  on 
Professional  etiquette,  28-30. 
28th  March,  1906,  Carlisle,  W.  T.  Mclntire  on  Carlisle  in  litera- 
ture; Mr.   Errington  on   Proposed  new  code  of  cataloguing 
rules ;  E.  Green  on   Value  of  annotation  in  catalogues   and 
book-lists,  222-26. 
x8th  June,  1906,  Harrogate,  A.  Tait  on  The  public  library — an 
indispensable  factor  in  our  educational  system ;    E.  Byers  on 
Planning  of  small  libraries;   W.   H.  Gibson  on  Revision  of 
stock,  350-53. 
Annual  meeting,  3rd  Sept.,  1906,  Bradford,  539. 
Annual  report,  1905-6,  530-32. 
Library  Assistants*  Association — 
Meetings — 

7th  Feb.,  1906,  St.  Bride  Institute,  E.C.,  Discussion  on  proposed 
affiliation  with  the  Library  Association:  openers,  W.  C.  B. 
Sayers  (pro),  G.  E.  Roebuck  (con),  121-2. 
14th  March,  1906,  Croydon,  J.  Warner  on  First  yqArs  of  reference 
work;  W.  J.  Harris  on  Planning  of  an  ideal  library;  W.  C.  B. 
Sayers  on  Amalgamation  of  lenmng  and  reference  departments ; 
Affiliation  vote,  166-68. 
i6th  April ,  1906,  Battersea,  P.  C.  Bursill  on  Treatment  of  periodi- 
cals ;  Impromptu  debates,  227. 
z6th   May,  1906,  Wandsworth,  G.  R.   Bolton  on  Work  at  the 
shelves ;  F.  Dallimore  and  S.  A.  Hatcher  on  Branch  libraries, 
287. 
20th  June,  1906,  Annual  meeting,  G.  E.  Roebuck  on  The  L.A.A., 
its  use  and  prospects :  W.  Powell  on  Librarianship  in  the  future  ; 
Presentation  to  Mr.  Roebuck,  356-59. 
loth  Oct.,  1906,  London  School  of  Economics;  Opening  meeting 
of  Twelfth  Session ;  Address  from  Dr.  Edmund  Gosse,  6x9-22 ; 
Programme  of  Twelfth  Session,  54X-2. 
Library  grouping,  L.  Inkster :  article,  46-52. 

Library  journal :  notices,  11,  62,  104,  155,  187-8,  250-z,  378,  478-9,  593-5,  656. 
Library  of  Congress.     See  Washington. 
Library  planning,  F.  J.  Burgoyne :  article,  178-86. 
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Lihreuy  World:  notices,  10,  61,  loi,  155,  248,  318,  378,  450,  477,  593,  656. 

Library  Work  :  notice,  382. 

Lillie,  R.,  appointed  assistant  librarian,  G.W.R  Institute  Library,  Swindon,  606. 

Lincoln  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  481. 

Lincoln's  Inn  Library,  thefts  from,  197. 

Lismore,  A.  Carnegie  offers  £3,000  for  four  libraries,  3S7. 

Literary  history  and  criticism.     See  Books  op  1904. 

Literature,  general.  Best  books  of  1904,  by  £.  A.  Baker,  53-57. 

Littlehampton  Public  Library,  W.  H.  Noyle,  appointed  librarian,  197. 

Account  of  opening,  258. 
Liverpool  Public  Libraries,  A.  Carnegie  offers  to  defray  cost  of  branch,  455. 

Hornby  Room  opened,  599. 

Report  and  list  of  additions  :  notice,  608. 
Llandrmdod  Wells,  A.  Carnegie  gives  £1,500  for  erection  of  library,  597. 
Llaneollen  adopts  Libraries  Act,  193. 

Books  fitnn  older  free  library  handed  over  as  nucleus  of  the  new  rate-sup- 
ported institution,  599. 
Llantwitfardre  Public  Library  opened,  456. 
London  Library,  annual  meeting,  333. 

Supplementary  catalogue :  notice,  608. 
London  Medical  Libraries,  W.  R.  B.  Prideaux,  article,  405-22. 
London  Municipal  Libraries,  their  present  position  together  with  suggestions. 

for  increasing  their  efficiency :  article,  tables,  625-35. 
London  University  Library,  opening  ceremony,  599. 
London.    See  Guildhall  Library,  Patent  Office  Library,  and  the  names. 

OF  Boroughs. 
Long  Eaton  Public  Library  opened,  330. 

Loughborough  Public  Library,  £>r.  J.  Griggs  gives  £100  for  books,  387. 
Lurgan  Public  Library  opened,  X14. 
Lyster,  T.  W.,  Best  books  of  1904 :  history  selection,  309-17. 

Ireland  and  Public  Libraries,  lecture,  303-8. 

M. 

Macandrew,  W.,  J.P.,  bequeathes  books  to  the  Colchester  Public  Library,  387. 
McGill,  W. ,  appointed  branch  librarian,  Islington,  606. 
McGufiy,  Mr.,  appointed  district  librarian,  Glasgow,  16. 
Mackenzie,  W.  M.,  appointed  librarian,  Dunfermline,  606. 
McKnight,  E.,  Weak  point  in  library  administration :  absence  of  exact  classifi- 
cation :  article,  289-95. 
M*Naim,  G.  S.,  appointed  librarian,  Motherwell,  116. 
Maguire,  J.  H.,  Plea  for  the  preservation  of  newspapers :  review,  325. 
Malone  Society,  604. 
Manchester  Public  Libraries,  Quarterly  Record :  notices,  108,  34Z,  610. 

John  Rylands  Library,  bulletin  :  notices,  326,  610. 

Historical  description  of  the  library  and  its  contents,  H.  Guppy,  M.A. :. 
review,  659. 

Portico  Library,  annual  report  (1904-5) :  analysis,  no. 

List  of  works  on  architecture  :  notice,  108. 

University  Library,  C.  W.  £.  Leigh  appointed  librarian,  16. 
Mar^,  Archbishop.    See  Dublin. 

Mathews,  H.  J.,  memorial  tablet  unveiled  at  Brighton,  261. 
Matthews,  £.  R.  N.,  Library  binderies :  article,  72-78. 
Medical  libraries  of  London,  W.  R.  B.  Prideaux :  article,  405-22. 
Medical  Library  and  Historical  Journal :  notices,  379-80,  477. 
Members  elected  to  the  L.A.    See  Library  Association,  Monthly  Meetings^ 
Mexborough  Public  Library  opened,  258. 

Middlesbrough  Public  Libraries,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  343. 
Minto,  J.,  appointed  librarian.  Signet  Library,  Edinburgh,  197. 

Farewell  luncheon  at  Brighton,  331-2. 
Monkwearmouth  Library.    See  Sunderland. 
Montrose  Public  Library,  account  of  opening  and  prior  events,  zo8. 
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Moors,  B.  R.,  appointed  librarian,  Pratton  Library,  Portsmouth,  391. 
Morley  Public  Library,  E.  J.  Gentry,  appointed  librarian,  338. 


Opening  ceremony,  account,  600. 
rrefl,  Mr     


Morrell,  Mrs.  W.  W.,  gives /loo  to  York  Public  Library  for  books,  328. 
Motherwell  Public  Library,  G.  S.  M*Naim  appointed  librarian,  iz6. 

Opening  ceremony,  194. 
Mould,  R.  W.,  appointed  chief  librarian,  Southwark  Borough  Libraries,  262. 

Wanted — a  classification :  article,  127-47. 
Muir,  T.,  Library  aids  to  mathematical  research  :  review,  382-3. 
Museums  Journal :  notices,  10,  102,  155,  187,  248,  378,  479,  593,  656. 

N. 

Nelson,  J.,  appointed  branch  librarian,  Belfast,  16. 
Newbury  Public  Library  opened,  258. 
Newbury  Library.    See  Chicago. 

Newcastle  Public  Libraries,  A.  Carnegie  adds  £1,500  to  former  gift  for  provision 
of  branches  at  Benwell  and  Fenham,  387. 

F.  B.  Atkinson  gives  site  for  Benwell  Library,  597. 

Catalogue  of  fiction  (in  English),  Central  Library :  notice,  340. 

B.  Ancwrton,  re  catalogue :  letter,  403. 

Shakespeare  hand-list :  notice,  341. 
Newspapers,  mutilation  of  and  obliteration  of  news  in.     See  Law. 
Newspapers,  A.  G.  Burt :  article,  296-302. 

Correspondence  re  the  above  article,  F.  W.  T.  Lange,  543 ;  T.  W.  Huck, 
543-4 ;  **  Ignoramus,"  460. 

Plea  for  the  preservation  of,  J.  H.  Maguire:  review,  325. 
New  York  Public  Libraries,  list  of  music  and  books  for  the  blind  :  notice,  608. 

Monthly  bulletin :  notices,  65,  108,  341,  610. 

Model  school  library — exhibit,  26x« 

Details  re  new  branch  libraries,  333. 
Niven,  D.,  aopointed  librarian,  Bulawayo,  S.A.,  197. 
Norfolk  and  Norwich  Library,  C.  Wells  appointed  chief  assistant,  338. 
North  Midlands  Library  Association.    See  Library  Associations. 
North- Western  Branch  Library  Association.    See  Library  Associations. 
Northampton  Town  Council,  receives  revised  ofifer  firom  A.  Carnegie,  329. 
Northern  Counties  Library  Association.     See  Library  Associations. 
Northfield  Library.    See  Kino's  Norton. 
Northwich  Public  Library,  Sir  John  Brunner  offers  to  provide  new  premises,  257. 

Annual  report  (1904-5) :  analysis,  18. 

Quarterly  lists :  notice,  64. 
Nottingham  Public  Libraries,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  612. 

Catalogue  of  juvenile  books :  notice,  608. 

Half-hour  talks,  602. 

List  of  biographies  at  central  library :  notice,  64. 

Second  supplementary  caulogue :  notice,  158. 
Noyle,  W.  H.,  appointed  librarian,  Littlehampton,  197. 

O. 

Obituary  notices.    See  Library  Association. 

Oxford  Public  Library,  W.  T.  Craddock  appointed  sub-librarian,  197. 


Papyrus  growing.  Revival  of,  604-5. 

Parish  libraries,  letter  from  Bishop  of  Hereford,  196. 

Parker,  George,  obituary  notice,  117. 

Parkhead  Library.     See  Glasgow. 

Patent  Office  Library,  London ;  annual  statistics,  388-9. 

Subject-list  on  architecture,  rural  economy,  etc. :  notice,  64. 

Theft  from,  196. 
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Peel,  Isle  of  Man,  Hon.  J.  K.  Ward  offers  ;Ci,ooo  for  erection  of  a  library,  15. 
Peignot,  Gabriel,  collection  of  his  works  at  Wigan  Reference  Library,  327. 
Pellison,  M.,  Les  Bihliotheques  populaires  d  VEtranges  et  en  France,  384. 
Pemberton  Library.     See  Wigan. 
Periodical  literature,  Professional : — 
British — 

Bibliographical  Register,  383. 

Book-Lover's  Magazine,  102-3,  187,  318,  450,  654. 

Library,  The,  248-9,  256,  450,  654. 

Library  Assistant,  10,  62,  102,  155,  187,  248,  318,  378,  450,  477,  593, 

656. 
Library  World,  10,  61,  loi,  155,  248,  318,  378,  450,  477,  593,  656. 
Museums  Journal,  10,  102,  155,  187,  248,  378,  479,  593,  656. 
American — 

Library  Journal,  11,  62,  104,  155,  187-8,  250-1,  378,  478-9,  593-5,  656. 
Library  Work,  382. 

Medical  Library  and  Historical  Journal,  379-80,  477. 
Public  Libraries,  12,  103,  155,  188-9,  249-50,  379,  450,  657. 
Belgian — 

Revue  des  Bibliothiques  et  Archives  de  Belgique,  13,  157,  190,  321-2^ 
451-2,  658. 
Bohemian — 

Ceska  Osveta,  63,  105,  158,  252,  322,  380,  596. 
Dutch— 

Tijdschrift  voor  Boek-  en  Bibliotheekwesen,  13-4,  157,  321,  380,  480. 
French — 

Bulletin  des  Bibliothiques  populaires,  189,  191,  320. 
Bulletin  du  Bibliographile,  189. 
Bulletin  du  Bibliophile,  12,  62,  104,  251,  380,  657. 
German — 

Zentralblatt/Ur  Bibliothekswesen,  12,  63,  156,  190,  251,  320,  595-6. 
Italian — 

La  Bibliojilia,  12,  62,  104,  189-90,  320,  451,  480,  596. 
Rivista  delle  Biblioteche,  12,  320-1. 
Peterborough  Public  Library,  new  premises  opened  by  A.  Carnegie,  258. 
Peters,  Miss  A.,  appointed  librarian,  Alloa,  262. 
Philip,  A.  J.,  re  E.  Wyndham  Hulme  on  Cataloguing :  letter,  125-6. 

Re  Library  circularising :  letter,  229. 
Phillips,  A.  G.  E.,  re  Haigh  Hall  Library  catalogue :  letter,  403. 
Pittsburg  (U.S.A.)  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1904-5),  analysis,  18-9. 
Classified  catalogue  :  notice,  107. 
List  of  stories  to  tell  to  children :  notice,  610. 
Monthly  bulletin  :  notices,  159,  341-2,  610. 
Training  school  for  children's  librarians,  667. 
Planning  of  libraries  :  Burgoyne,  J.  F.,  Library  planning  :  article,  178-86. 

Hare,  H.  T.,  Some  suggestions  on  planning  of  libraries :  paper,  148-54. 
Pleasley  Public  Library  opened,  330. 
Plymouth  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  612. 

A.  Carnegie  offers  ;^i5,ooo  for  new  premises,  328. 
Poetry.    See  Books  of  1904. 

Pomfret,  J.,  appointed  librarian,  Darwen,  16. 
Pontypool  adopts  the  Public  Libraries  Acts,  193. 

J.  G.  Hanbury  offers  site  for  library,  15. 
Poplar,  Bromley  Library  opened,  330. 
Port  Elizabeth  (S.A.)  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1904-5)  analysis,  18-9. 

Book  exhibits :  notice,  603. 
Portsmouth  Public  Libraries,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  481. 

Fratton  Branch  Library  opened,  600. 

B.  R.  Moors,  appointed  librarian-in-charge,  Fratton,  391. 
Pratt  Institute.    See  Baltimore  (U.S.A.). 

Prestonpans  Public  Library  opened,  15. 

Price,  Miss  L.,  bequeaths  £300  and  1,000  vols,  to  the  Victoria  Institute* 
Worcester,  387. 
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Prideaux,  W.  R.  B.,  Medical  libraries  of  London :  article,  405-22. 

Professional  education  and  registration  :  article,  x-6. 
Printers,  Hand-lists  of  English.    See  Duff,  £.  G. 
Professional  etiquette,  H.  Townend :  article,  30. 
Professional  examinations.    See  Library  Association. 
Public  library  of  the  future,  T.  W.  Hand :  article,  28-9. 
Public  Libraries  :  notices,  12,  103,  155,  188-9,  249-50,  379,  450,  657. 
Public  Libraries  Acts,  adoptions — 

Downpatrick,  15. 

Dycc,  597. 

Horvrich,  193. 

Llangollen,  193. 

Oakley,  iii. 

Pontvpool,  193. 
Public  Libraries  Bill,  456-7,  587-92. 
Pumell,  H.  R.,  appointed  librarian-in-charge,  Reference  Library,  Croydon,  xx6. 

R. 

Raddiffe  Public  Library,  foundation-stone  laid,  600. 

Ransome,  W.  H.,  appointed  librarian-in-charge.  Upper  Norwood,  262. 

Rate,  halfpenny  increase  at  Bolton,  261. 

Rate  limitation,  Birmingham  resolution  f#,  276. 

Rates  and  taxation.    See  Law. 

Rawtenstall  Public  Library  opened,  388. 

Readers'  aids,  H.  H.  Brook :  paper,  29-30. 

Reference  library.  Thoughts  on  the,  H.  Barlow :  article,  647-53. 

Registration,  Professional,  W.  R.  B.  Prideaux :  article,  x-6. 

Revue  des  Bibliothiques  et  Archives  de  Belgi^ue,  X3,  X57,  X90,  32X.2,  45X-2,  658. 

Revue  geturale  de  Critique  et  de  Bibliographu  :  notice,  454. 

Richmond  (Surrey)  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysts,  48X. 

Reference  Library  extension  opened,  258. 
Rivista  delle  BibUoteche,  X2,  320-1. 
Road-making  bibliography.    See  Webb,  S.  and  B. 
Roberts,  H.  D.,  appointed  chief  librarian,  Brighton,  262. 

Local  presentation  on  retirement  from  Sonthwark,  XX5. 
Robertson,  J.,  gives  site  for  branch  library  at  Dundee,  455. 
Robinson,  S.  C,  appointed  senior  assistant,  Greenwidi,  XX7. 
Roebuck,  G.  E.,  Argument  against  affiliation  of  L.A.A.  to  the  L.A.,  X2x-s. 
Ross,  Mr.,  appointed  assistant  librarian,  York,  338. 
Runcorn  Public  library,  annual  rnxirt  (X904-5) :  analysis,  x8. 
Rutherglen  Public  Library  openea,  456. 


Sage,  E.  J.,  bequeaths  some  6,000  vols.,  etc,  to  Stoke  Newingtoo  Library,  iix. 
St.  Andrews  University  Library,  A.  Carnegie  offers  ;f  xo,ooo  to  extend  the  lib- 
rary. 597- 
St.  Anne*s  Public  Library  opened,  1x4. 

St.  Bride  Foundation  Institute,  annual  report  (X904-5) :  analysis,  xxo. 
St.  Deiniol's  Library.    See  Hawarden. 
St.  George's  Library  (£.).    See  Stepney. 
St.  Helens  Public  Library,  annual  report  (x904-5) :  analysis,  x8. 
St.  Louis  Public  Library,  annual  report  (X904-5) :  analysis,  6x2. 

Monthly  bulletin  :  notices,  65,  109,  X59,  342,  610. 
St  Olave's  Library.    See  Bermondsbv. 
St.  Pancras  Public  Libraries,  Highgate  Branch,  foundation  stone-laid,  331. 

Highgate  Branch  opened,  600. 

Staff  appointments :  G.  fi  Stephen,  39X ;  G.  R.  Bolton,  39X. 
Sanborn,  K.,  Old  time  wall-papers :  review,  453-4. 
Sanderson,  R.,  appointed  assistant-in-charge,  Bolton,  606. 
Savage,  E.  A.,  appointed  librarian,  Wallasey,  197. 

Manual  of  descriptive  annotation  for  library  catalogue :  review,  38X-2. 
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Sayers,  W.  C.  B.,  Argument  for  affiliation  of  the  L.A.A.  to  the  L.A.,  121-2, 

fi  library  plans :  letter,  402. 
Scarborough,  A.  Carnegie  offers  £7,500  for  erection  of  a  library,  328. 

Lord  Derwent  offers  £$00  towards  cost  of  site,  328. 
Schools  and  Public  Libraries  (from  Liverpool  Courier) :  article,  335-37. 
School  libraries,  Bournemouth  system,  196. 

Exeter  resolution  r^ ,  196. 

Letter  from  Bishop  of  Hereford  re,  196. 
School  library,  model,  exhibit  at  New  York  Public  Library,  261. 
Scott,  J.  C,  appointed  librarian.  West  Houghton,  117. 
Scniton,  W.,  Bradford  Library  and  Literary  Society :  article,  545-55. 
Seafiorth.    See  Waterloo-with-Seaforth. 
Selly  Oak  Library.     See  King's  Norton. 
Sevenoaks  Public  Library,  Mr.  Gillam  appoin  ed  librarian,  16. 
Seymour-Jones,  A.     See  Jones,  A.  Seymour-. 
Shaw,  A.  C,  Sunday  opening  of  free  libraries :  article,  79-88. 
Shaw,  G.  T.,  re  NoUs  and  Queries  indexes ;  also  Expenditure  on  education 

letters,  360-62. 
Shaw,  P.,  appointed  librarian,  Haddington,  117. 
Sheffield  Public  Libraries,  Hillsborough  Hall  Branch  opened,  456. 

Walkley  Branch  opened,  16. 
Shipley  Public  Library  opened,  1 14. 

Signet  Library,  Edinburgh,  J.  Minto  appointed  librarian,  197. 
Skelton,  W.,  appointed  librarian.  King's  Heath,  197. 
Skidmore,  C,  presents  collection  of  local  works  to  Wakefield  Library,  331. 
Smith,  H.,  appointed  librarian,  Stroud,  459. 
Smith,  H.  H.,  appointed  librarian,  Hindley,  606. 
Smith,  John,  obituary  notice,  459. 

Southall-Norwood  Public  Library,  A.  Carnegie  adds  £^50  to  former  gift,  257. 
Southend  Public  Library,  W.  Clay,  appointed  librarian,  197. 

R.  W.  Higgs,  appointed  chief  assistant,  391. 

Opening  ceremony,  388. 
Southport  Public  Library,  theft  from,  333. 

Southwark  Bcvough  Libraries  to  be  converted  into  open-access  establishments 
and  classified  on  the  Dewey  system,  262. 

R.  W.  Mould,  appointed  chief  librarian,  262. 

T.  Aldred,  appointed  deputy  librarian,  262. 

Cumming  Nluseum  opened,  600. 
Spence,  C.  J.,  obituary  notice,  16-7. 

Art  works  of;  exhibition  at  Tynemouth  Library,  334. 
Spencer,  Mr.,  defrays  cost  of  site  for  Beverley  Library,  257. 
Sprinebum  Library.    See  Glasgow. 
Stamford  Public  Library,  H.  Walker  appointed  librarian,  x6. 

Library  opened,  114. 
Stapleford  Public  Library  opened,  665. 
Stephen,  G.  A.,  appointed  chief  assistant,  St.  Pancras,  391. 
Stepney,  Bcvough  Reference  Library  opened,  194. 

Children's  catalogue,  St.  George's  Library :  notice,  609. 

List  of  books  for  3ie  blind,  St.  George's  Library :  notice,  609. 

Reduction  of  hours  worked  by  suff,  334. 
Stewart,  J.  D.,  appointed  chief  assistant,  Islington,  117. 
Stirchley  Library.    See  Kino's  Norton. 

Stirling  Public  Library,  W.  G.  Waugh  appointed  librarian,  117. 
Stobie,  W.  A.,  appointed  chief  cataloguing  assisUnt,  Adelaide  (S.  Aust),  338. 
Stockport  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1904-5):  analysis,  no. 

Ajinual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  481. 

Occasional  list :  notice,  108. 

Supplementary  catalogue :  notice,  107. 
Stocktaking  :  a  note,  T.  Aldred  :  article,  244-47. 

Stoke  Newington  Public  Library,  E.  J.  Sage  bequeathes  6,000  vols.,  etc.,  1x1. 
Stonehouse  ^evon),  A.  Carnegie  offers  £3,000  for  erection  of  a  library,  665. 
Stourbridge  Public  Library  opened,  194. 
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Stroud  Public  Library,  H.  Smith  appointed  librarian,  459. 
Stroud  Green  Library.     See  Hornsey. 
Subject  classi^ cation.  J.  D.  Brown  :  review,  384-86. 
Sunday  opening  of  libraries,  Glasgow  decision,  116. 
Sunday  opening  of  free  libraries,  A.  C.  Shaw :  article,  79-88. 
Sunderland  Public  Libraries:    J.  G.  Addison  gives  site  for  Monkweannouth 
Library,  597. 

Catalogue  of  art  collection  :  notice,  609. 

Details  re  proposed  branches,  334. 

Library  circular :  notices,  64,  108,  610. 
Sutherland  Library,  605. 

Swindon,  R.  Lillie,  appointed  assistant  librarian,  G.W.R.  Institute  Library,  606. 
Swinton  Public  Library  opened,  331. 

T; 

Tablets,  memorials,  etc.  Brighton,  261 ;  Southall-Norwood,  257. 

Tatham,  E.  H.  R.,  Library  of  Petrarch  :  article  {Fortnightly  Review).  325. 

Taxation.     See  Law. 

Taylor,  A.,  appointed  librarian,  Tipton,  262. 

Tedder,  H,  R..  Best  Books  of  190^  :  Biographies  in  English  selection,  57-60. 

Teddington  Public  Library  opened,  194. 

Thefts  and  defaults — Isleworth  388 ;  Glasgow,  262  ;  Southport,  333. 

Thorne  Public  Library  opened,  601. 

Thornsby,  P.,  appointed  librarian,  Stirchley,  198. 

Tijdschri/t  voor  Boek-  en  Bibliotheektcezen  :  notices,  13-4,  157,  321,  380,  480. 

Tipton  Public  Library,  A.  Taylor  appointed  librarian,  262. 

Library  opened,  258. 

Foundation-stone  of  branch  library  laid,  665. 
Toms,  H.  S.,  appointed  curator,  Brighton,  391. 

Tottenham  Public  Library,  A.  Carnegie  offers  £5,000  to  extend  building,  in. 
Townend,  H.,  Professional  etiquette;  paper  read,  30. 
Townhill  Library.     See  Dunfermline. 

Training  of  librarians.  Baker,  E.  A.,  Education  of  the  librarian  :  advanced  staee 
573-86.  ^  • 

Prideaux,  \V.  R.  B.,  Professional  education  and  registration,  1-6. 

Roberts,  H.  D.,  Education  of  the  librarian:  elementary  stage,  556-72. 

L.A.A.  resolutions  re,  358-9. 

N.-W.B.,  L.A.  report  on  education  of  library  assistants,  166,  22a 
Travel,  Best  Books  of  1904,  by  J.  R.  Boos^,  97-100. 
Twickenham  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1904-5):  analysis,  iiq. 

Auditor  surcharges  cost  of  book,  604. 

Foundation-stone  of  new  building  laid,  331. 

A.  K.  Gill  appointed  librarian,  667. 
Tynemouth  Public  Library,  children's  catalogue :  notice,  609. 

A.  Hair  appointed  librarian,  197. 

Mr.  Tidey  appointed  consulting  librarian,  197. 


Upper  Norwood  Library.    See  Croydon. 

Useful  arts,  Best  Books  of  1904,  by  H.  V.  Hopwood,  89-97. 

V. 

Victoria  Public  Library,  Australia,  annual  report  (1904-5) :  analysis,  18-9. 

Catalogue  of  current  periodicals :  notice,  107. 

Catalogue  of  exhibition  of  old  and  curious  books,  etc. :  notice,  607. 
Village  libraries.     See  Yorkshire  Union. 

Voge,  A.  L.,  Code  for  the  classification  of  a  card  bibliography  of  electro-chem- 
istry, etc. :  notice,  254. 
Voynich  collection  of  lost  and  unknown  books,  457. 
Vryheid,  South  Africa,  A.  Carnegie  gives  ^1,500  for  a  public  library,  665. 
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Wakefield  Public  Library  opened,  331. 

Stipendiary  Skidmore  gives  collection  of  local  books,  331. 
Walker,  H.,  appointed  librarian,  Sumfbrd,  16. 
Wall'papers,  Old  time,  K.  Sanborn  :  review,  453-4. 
Wallasey  Public  Librsiry,  E.  A.  Savage  appointed  librarian,  197. 
Wallsall  Public  Library,  new  building  opened,  388. 
Wandsworth  Public  Libraries,  quarterly  joumsils :  notices,  341, 610. 
Ward,  Hon.  J.  K.,  offers  £1,000  for  a  library  at  Peel,  Isle  of  Man,  15. 
Warrington  Public  Library,  tablet  commemorating  foundation  unveiled,  16. 
Washington,  Library  of  Congress :  publications  noticed : — 

ClassificaHoH :  reviewi  663-4. 

List  of  Benjamin  Franklin  papers,  254. 

List  of  books  on  railroads  in  foreign  countries,  254,  662. 

List  of  cartularies,  254. 

(List  oO  Publications,  254. 

List  of  references  on  primary  elections,  662. 

List  of  works  on  tariffs  of  foreign  countries,  254. 

List  of  works  relating  to  the  American  occupation  of  the  Philippines,  662. 

List  of  works  relating  to  Government  regulation  of  insurance,  383. 

Report  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress  and  the  superintendent  of  library 
buildings,  254. 

State  publications,  383. 
Waterloo-with-Seaforth  Public  Libraries  opened,  388. 

Seaforth  Library,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  612. 
Waugh,  W.  G.,  appointed  librarian,  Stirling,  117. 
Webb,   S.  and  B.,  Bibliography  of  road-making  and  mainttnance  in  Or  eat 

Britain,  325. 
Wells  Cathedral  Library,  T.  W.  Williams :  article,  372.77. 
Wells,  C,  appointed  chief  assistant,  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Library,  338. 

Appointed  librarian-in-charge,  Stirchley  Library,  459. 
West,  J.  W.,  appointed  senior  assisunt.  King's  Norton,  198. 
West  Bromwich  Public  Library,  foundation-stone  laid,  258. 
Westbury-on-Trym  Librarv.    See  Bristol. 
West  Houghton  Public  Library,  J.  C.  Scott  appointed  librarian,  X17. 

Library  opened,  194. 
Westminster  Public  Libraries,  annual  report  (1904-5) :  analysis,  159. 

Annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  481. 

Catalogue  of  Central  Lending  Library :  notice,  107. 

Caxton  Hall  scheme,  197,  601. 
Whitehaven  Public  Library  opened,  665. 
Wigan  Public  Libraries,  List  of  the  Petgnot  collection  :  review,  327. 

Pemberton  Branch  Library,  foundation-stone  laid,  601. 

A.  G.  E.  Phillips,  re  Haigh  Hall  Library  catalogue :  letter,  403. 
Willcock,  W.  J.,  What  an  annual  report  should  contain :  article,  363-71. 
Willesden  Green  Public  Library,  A.  Carnegie  offers  £3,000  for  eiilarging,  xii. 

Annual  report  (1904-5) :  analysis,  18-9. 

Annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  481. 

Quarterly  Record :  notices,  65,  159,  610. 
Williams,  R.  G.,  appointed  senior  assistant,  Bolton,  262. 
Williams,  T.  W.,  Wells  Cathedral  Library :  article,  372-77. 
Wimbledon  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  481. 
Winton  Library.    See  Bournemouth. 
Wirksworth,  town's  meeting  rejects  offer  from  A.  Carnegie,  261. 

Legal  decision  as  to  execution  of  bequest,  116. 
Wisconsin  (U.S.A.)  Free  Library,  library  bulletin :  notices,  65,  109,  342,  610. 
Woodbine,  H.,  appointed  librarian,  Selly  Oak,  198. 
Woolwich  Public  Libraries,  E.  A.  Baker,  appointed  borough  librarian,  116. 

Education  of  staff  and  salary  scheme,  sSg-go, 
Worcester  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1904-5) :  analysis,  no. 

Victoria  Institute,  gift  of  ;f  300  and  1,000  vols,  from  Miss  L.  Price,  387. 
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Worcester  (U.S.A.)  Public  Library,  Library  handbook,  etc :  notices,  65,  15^, 

342,  611. 
Workers'  Educational  Association,  conference  at  Cambridge,  457-8. 
Workington  Public  Library,  limited  rate  causes  reduction  of  staff,  456. 
Worthing,  A.  Carnegie  adds  /500  to  former  gift,  597. 

Art  gallery  and  museum  building,  anonymous  donation,  597. 

Y. 

Yates,  A.  H.,  appointed  senior  assistant,  Homsey,  198. 
York  Public  Library,  annual  report  (1905-6) :  analysis,  481. 

Gift  of  £100  foff  children's  books  from  Mrs.  W.  W.  Morrdl,  328. 

Mr.  Ross,  appointed  assistant  librarian,  338. 
Yorkshire  Union  of  Institutes  and  Yorkshire  Village  Library,  590. 
Young,  J.  D.,  appointed  sub-librarian,  Greenwich,  117. 
Young,  J.  K.,  appointed  librarian,  Jedburgh,  198. 

Z. 

Zentralblatt  fur  Bibliotkekswesen,  notices,  12,  63, 156,  190,  251,  320,  595-6. 


To  "Publishers^  Booksellers  and 
Library  Furnishers. 

The  attention  of  Publishers,  Booksellers  and  Library  Furnishers  is  called 
to  the  advantages  of  TTbC  XtbraCg  HSSOCtattOU  IRCCOrb  as  an  effective 
advertising  medium. 

The  Journal,  which  is  published  regularly  each  month,  is  the  official 
organ  of  The  Library  Association,  and  circulates  in  no  fewer  than  600 
libraries  up  and  down  the  country,  as  well  as  amongst  the  more  prominent 
book-lovers  and  collectors. 

Furnishing,  as  it  does,  the  transactions  of  The  Library  Association,  with 
notices  of  forthcoming  meetings,  in  addition  to  library  notes  and  news  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  it  is  eagerly  looked  for  and  scanned  each  month 
by  librarians,  being,  in  fact,  their  official  medium  of  intercommunication. 

Not  only  does  the  IRcCOtt)  circulate  in  the  United  Kingdom,  it  has  a 
much  wider  sphere  of  influence,  having  subscribers  in  most  of  the  British 
Colonies,  as  well  as  in  the  principal  Countries  of  Europe. 

Our  aim  in  making  this  announcement  is  to  secure  a  representative  set 
of  advertisements  which  may  serve  as  a  Directory  of  Library  Furnishers, 
whether  in  fixtures,  stationery,  books  or  other  accessories.  The  advantages 
of  such  a  medium  must  be  quite  obvious  to  all  firms  in  any  way  catering  for 
the  library,  enabling  them,  as  it  does,  to  keen  themselves  constantly  before 
not  only  librarians,  but  members  of  Library  Committees  and  book-collectors. 

No  advertisement  will  be  received  which  is  not  strictly  in  keeping  with 
the  character  of  the  Journal. 
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PUBLICATIONS 


LIBRARY    ASSOCIATION. 


The  Library  Association  Year  Book  for  1893,  la.  8vo,  Is.   Fret  to  Members,  o.p. 

Revised  Edition  (serving  for  1894).       o.p. 
for  1895.  o.p. 

for  1899.     A  few  copies  left.     Price 

raised  to  2s.  6d. 

for  1900.  Is. 

for  1901.  Is. 

for  1902.  Is. 

for  1903.  Is. 

:e.  London,       1877,  I  to  o.k 

.Oxford,  1878. 4to  o.p. 

Manchester,  1879.  4to  c.p. 

Edinburgh,     1880.  4to  10s.  6J. 

U)ndon,  1881,  \  in  one  vol..  4to       10s.  (>d. 

Cambridge,    1882,  j         (unbound  copies) 
Liverpool,      1883,4to.  Only  a  few  copies 

left  15s. 

Dublin,  1884, 4to  12s. 

.V./i.  —Sint  t'  1884  tfif  Papers  rciui  at  Mettings  have  het  n  printid  in  "  The  Library  Chronicle  ** 
"  Tht-  Libfary,"  ami  '*  The  Library  A  sociation  Record^'. 

Proceedings:      Eighth  Annual  ^Meeting,  Plymouth, 

Do.  Fifteenth       do.       do.,     Paris, 

Do.  Sixteenth      do.       do.,      Aberdeen, 

Do.  Seventeenth  do.       do.,      Belfast, 

iV./i. — "  Tht  Procttiiinfis"'  of  the  9//«  to  I4th  Anuual  Meetitttrs  {iticlusive)  arc  contaiiicif  in 
••  rh,  Library  Chronicle "  ami  "  The  Library"  the  ISth,  19M,  20//i  and  2h/  in  •'  The 
Library,"  and  the  22nd,  23rd  and  24th  in  **  The  Library  Association  Record"', 

Monthly  Notes.     Various  odd  volumes  6s.  each,  and  separate  numbers  6d.  each. 

The   Library   Chronicle.      (Containing  the  Proceedings  for  1886,  1887,  1888  and 
1889.)     Edited  hy  E.  C.  Thomas.     1884-1888.    5  vols.,  la.  8vo,  £2  12s.  6d. 

A  fi «'  odd  volumes  >Ss.  each,  and  loose  numbers  8i/.  each. 
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The   Library,   a    Maerazlne    of    BIbllOKraphy  and   Library   Literature. 

Edited  by  J.  Y.  \V.  MacAlisthr.     Vols.  1  to  10,  8vo,  1889-1898. 

.Many  odd  numbers  of  Thk  Lihrarv  are  held  by  the  Association. 
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